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              An Interview 

       with the Co-owners 

       of the Ambassador 

              Music Group

        Written and Conducted by: 

                   Linda PAredes

                     Designed By:  

                  Kyle Frenette

On October 2nd, I got the chance to interview the owners of the Ambassador Mu-
sic Group(AMG), Andrew Gabriel, owner and artist manager, and Rose De Guzman, 
owner and marketing director. The two sat down with me to discuss the upcoming 
festival, Rocktober and what it’s like to work in music management.

 Tell us about yourself.

I am Andrew and the person sitting next to me is Rose. We are the owners of AMG 
and we both have worked full-time since last year. I work as an Artist Manager and 
Rose is the Marketing Director. We help artists with their management [in areas] 
such as album/single release strategy and promotion, performance coaching, busi-
ness negotiation, and image/brand management. One of the artists we work with 
is C.K. & The Rising Tide, who released a music video called Follow the Buzzard. 

What do you do?

We didn’t know what it meant to work as an artist manager or marketing director 
until we started doing it. I was a drummer in the band since 2004 and then anoth-
er band asked if I could manage them. I worked full-time at a day job and record-
ed my second album. We all started from the bottom and were not music/business 
majors. I was a math major and Rose was a Biochemistry major.

Do you have internships?

We started taking interns last year. We have three interns working in marketing,          
                                       analytics, and band relations.

What is Rocktoberfest?

The main mission is to feature local musicians, partner with local businesses, and 
help local non-profits. We want to help children and children. We are working 
with Community Miracles in Action(CMA) for this year’s Rocktoberfest. The CMA 
give out food and necessities for teens. They encourage art and music to teens 
with the Louder Dreams Entertainment Program. We are having YMCA bring activi-
ties for families to enjoy and food trucks.
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 Is this the first Rocktoberfest?

This is the second Rocktoberfest. The first Rocktoberfest was more of an adult 
concert. For this year’s Rocktoberfest, we are trying to make it a family-friendly 
concert. The goal is for everyone to have fun especially with families who have 
kids. 

We have many artists in the lineup: Madison Vandenburg who is the recent final-
ist on American Idol. She [recently] visited CMA for autographs and to talk about 
her journey. We also have CK and the Rising Tide(Recently at the NYS Fair), Le 
Modernist(We have worked with them for a while now), Vince Paul Mary, Julia 
Gargano(R&B Soul), David and the Antics(Hip hop/pop-soul), and This Strange Para-
dise(Indie rock).

 What is it like planning for this big event?

Last year we started planning six weeks before the concert date and that nearly 
made our heads go insane. This year we started six months earlier. For next year’s 
Rocktoberfest, we are starting to plan in January. Some of the planning includ-
ed organizing a team of people, the production team, artists (We had about 37 
applications, it was so hard for us to choose), sponsors, marketing, spreading the 
word, diversifying the lineup, and bringing in games and art so it can appeal to 
everyone.

                                What types of music scenes 

                       have you worked in over the years? 

We started working with punk music scenes then morphed into managing a pop/
rock artist, and then into pop and Americana. Marketing side, there are many 
genres that have different demographics. 

                              Who are you partnering with

                          for this year’s Rocktoberfest?

What do you think of the overall music scenes today?

In California, which we originally are from, artists are usually competing against 
each other. When we moved to Albany, we noticed the different music scenes that 
came together as a community, that is not like  what the music scene is in Califor-
nia. Everyone works together, the competition was more friendly, and the media 
outlets are also friendly.

What is it like being a rock star today?

[It’s] hard work but also fun when you get to perform on big stages. Then, you can 
hang out with other artists and converse with the fans. This is only for a few days 
a month. The rest of the month, they are hard at work. Make sure to take your 
time to write good songs. Music is live-streamed anywhere today that listeners 
can hear a ton of good music all the time. The downside is that your music might 
be hard to hear if it isn’t amazing. It takes a few months between writing new 
songs and releases for planning and marketing. There is no instant feedback, it 
takes a lot of time and [more] work than people think.

      If someone wants to be a professional rock musician,

                               Where would they start?  

It takes a lot more than just creating good music. Music is a team sport and you 
need to make sure you surround yourself with a good team that can work with 
you and supports you. Never let rejection get you down. It’s the starting of your 
own business, it’s part of the process. You must undergo a lot of doubts and strug-
gles. It’s hard but that’s okay.

It was great to speak with AMG to learn more about the music industry and Rock-
toberfest. This year’s Rocktoberfest was on Saturday, October 5 in Colonie Park, 
Albany, NY from 12pm to 6pm. The event was a hit and they’re already gearing up 
for next year with plans to make Rocktober bigger and better!
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5 Video Games to Enjoy 
This Holiday Season 

Written And Designed By:

Kyle Frenette 

Available on: 
PS4, Xbox One, PC

Release Date:
November 15th

Developer:  Respawn Entertainment

Based on the beloved series that takes 
place far far away, here you can become 
a Jedi in the Star Wars Universe and 
rebuild the Jedi Order. 

In this third-person action adventure 
game, you can explore a multitude of 
areas including  forests, canyons, and 
jungles.  You can also master lightsaber 
combat and strike, block, and dodge 
your way to victory! 

With this adventure game, you’ll master 
the force and rewrite your name in Jedi 
legends! 

Available on: 
Nintendo Switch

Release Date:
November 15th

Developer:  Game Freak

A brand new journey into the world of 
Pokemon.  Explore the brand new Galar 
region, discover Pokemon both new and 
old, and battle gym leaders and other 
rival trainers on your way to becoming the 
champion! 

With new features such as being able to 
battle giant Pokemon with new Gigantam-
ax Pokemon, playing with your Pokemon 
in the Pokemon Camp, or witnessing new 
changes to classic Pokemon with Galarian 
Forms, there’s much to explore. 

Whether you’re a newcomer or a seasoned 
Pokemon trainer, Sword and Shield has 
much to offer any gamer.

Available on: 
PS4, Xbox One, PC

Release Date:
October 25th

Developer:  Obsidian Entertainment

Get ready to explore the future.  In this 
brand new action rpg,  you find yourself 
in the middle of the Halcyon Colony 
where a host of factions are competing 
for the right to rule.  

As you take on missions and jobs, the 
actions you make will ultimately decide 
the fate of Halcyon as you explore and 
defend yourself in this strange new 
world. 

Whether you’re an rpg pro or not,  every-
one can agree this will make for a fun 
adventure.  

This holiday season, there are a variety of video games to pick up and play.  
Whether you know of a loved one who could want some of these titles as a 
present or if you’re an avid gamer yourself and want to pick up some copies on 
your own, here are 5 video games coming out just in time for the holidays.  

The cowardly Mario brother returns to 
his ghost-hunting roots as Luigi must 
save his brother and the famous Prin-
cess Peach from a haunted hotel full of 
ghosts, both new and old. 

With the new Poltergust G-00 at hand, 
Luigi can slam, blow away, and vacuum 
up all sorts of paranormal creatures. Fea-
turing a brand new story and multiplayer 
options for up to 8 people to enjoy, this 
game will surely make for a scary good 
time.  

Available on: 
Nintendo Switch

Release Date:
October 31st

Developer:  Next Level Games

Available on: 
PS4, Xbox One, PC

Release Date:
October 25th

Developer:  Infinity Ward

The beloved first-person shooter fran-
chise is back and better than ever!  How-
ever, don’t think of this as old ground.  

With tons of new features such as 
night-vision goggles,  the ability to iden-
tify non-combatant computer characters, 
and a multiplayer “Realism” mode, 
there’s a lot of ways to experience this 
new installment.

With a new, revamped, “Spec-Ops” 
mode included as well, get ready to take 
down your enemies in action-packed 
warfare. 1514 
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Scenes from PolyScenes from Poly

A MAJOR SHOUT OUT AND THANK  YOU To GENESIS YEARBOOK FOR THE COURTESY A MAJOR SHOUT OUT AND THANK  YOU To GENESIS YEARBOOK FOR THE COURTESY 
OF ALLOWING US TO FEATURE THEIR PHOTOS IN Scenes from Poly!OF ALLOWING US TO FEATURE THEIR PHOTOS IN Scenes from Poly!

6In Memoriam:6
1T hanksgiving3
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Team Trees
Written By: Nicholas Byard

Designed By: Kyle Frenette

Every once in a while, there’s an idea for positive change that spreads across the internet like wildfire. Some of these 
come in the form of viral challenges, such as the ALS Association’s Ice Bucket Challenge, which picked up steam in July 
of 2014 and managed to raise over $220M for those afflicted with the disease. Others, meanwhile, have come about 
from the concentrated efforts of public figures. YouTubers and streamers, in particular, have had an increasingly large 
role in gathering donations for charitable causes. In 2013 (and again in 2016), Felix Kjellberg, better known by his 
internet alias “PewDiePie,” ran a campaign to collect $100,000 in donations for Charity: Water, a non-profit organi-
zation which aims to bring clean water to those who need it all around the world. More recently, Twitch streamer Ben 
Lupo, also known as “DrLupo,” set a world-record breaking precedent when he raised $920,000 in just 4 1⁄2 hours 
while livestreaming, with proceeds going to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

As of October 25th, 2019, YouTuber Jimmy Donaldson, more widely known as “Mr. Beast,” became the latest on-
line personality to use his immense influence for good. Donaldson, known for his outrageous projects such as “World’s 
Largest Game of Dodgeball” and “I Put 100 Million Orbeez in My Friend’s Backyard,” decided to take a break from his 
normally goofy material to promote a cause which has been receiving massive media attention lately: the environment. 
After months of planning, Donaldson posted a video announcing he has teamed up with hundreds of content creators, 
including the likes of Mark Rober, PewDiePie, Ninja, CircleToonsHD, Casey Neistat, Rhett and Link, and many more 
to help plant 20 million trees by the end of 2019, with the help of the Arbor Day Foundation, who says that it will 
plant a tree for every dollar donated. As of 10/26, just 24 hours after posting his video about the project, over 3.8 
million dollars have been donated, and both Donaldson and Mark Rober’s videos sit atop YouTube’s trending page.

“I personally haven’t always been the most environmentally friendly. We’ve burnt the box fort, and we’ve done many 
other dumb things. And a lot of you may be of the mindset of the old me that was basically, y’know, someone else 
will figure it out. But that’s not how it works. We genuinely need all the help we can get...I’ve literally tried my best 
to do everything I can, and now it’s you guys’ turn...We only have one Earth, and it’s important we take care of it.”

Jimmy Donaldson, A.K.A. Mr. Beast

If you’d like to help Mr. Beast, and join the thousands of people who have helped Team Trees, visit teamtrees.org!
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Winter Poetry

Written by
 Justin Savoy

Designed by
 Kyle Frenette

Haiku #1: The Man 
Made of Snow

Heading to the store
Buying carrots and a scarf

To make a snowman

Haiku #2: The Sledlympics  

Running up the hill
Dragging your sled right behind

Now it’s time to race!

Haiku #3: No School Today! 

Waking up to snow
Run downstairs to check the news

Snow Day here I come!

Haiku #4: YOUnique  

Snowflakes start to fall
Gliding through the air with ease

No two are the same

Haiku # 5: Playing 
in the Snow

Laying in the snow
Doing lazy jumping jacks

Creating angels

Acrostic Poem: 

Sliding along the ice
Kicking your feet in unison 
As you start to speed up
Try to do a fancy trick

Instead, falling unto the ice 
Nominated for worst skater of the year

Gratefully accepting the award
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Earn an Advanced Degree at SUNY Poly

College of Arts + Sciences
 • Computational Mathematical Modeling  
     (post-bachelor’s certificate)

 • Data Analysis* (post-bachelor’s certificate)

 • Information Design + Technology* (MS) 

College of Business Management 
 • Accountancy* (MS) 
  Concentration in: Forensic Accounting + Valuation  
  Available Option

 • Forensic Accounting + Valuation*  
  (post-bachelor’s certificate)

 • Technology Management* (MBA) 
  Concentrations in: accounting and finance,  
  business management, health informatics,  
  human resource management,  
  marketing management

College of Engineering
 • Computer + Information Science (MS)

 • Cybersecurity: Network +  
  Computer Security* (MS)

College of Health Sciences
 • Family Nurse Practitioner**   
  (MS and post-master’s advanced certificate)

 • Nursing Education* 
  (MS and post-master’s advanced certificate)

 • Transformational Leadership in Nursing* 
  (MS and post-master’s advanced certificate)
 College of Nanoscale  
Science + Engineering  
(Albany NanoTech Complex)

 • Advanced Technology (MS)

 • Nanobioscience (MS and PhD)

 • Nanoscale Engineering (MS and PhD)

 • Nanoscale Science (MS and PhD)

 • Medicine + Nanoscale Science or  
  Nanoscale Engineering (MD/PhD)
            * Fully Online  ** Hybrid

Learn More!
Contact the Graduate Admissions Office  
Call: 315-792-7347 or 1-866-278-6948
E-mail: graduate@sunypoly.edu

The $60 application fee is waived for  
SUNY Poly students and alumni.

sunypoly.edu/graduate-admissions

DEcember 2019 January 2020
*Events Paid For By Your 

Student Activities Fee*

Tues. Dec 3rd  -  Comedian Adam Grabowski
12:30 PM   -   Student Center MPR

Tues. Jan 28th  -  Comedian Tyler Boeh
8:30 PM   -   Student Center MPR

Fri. Jan 31st  -  Winter Fest
7 PM   -   Student Center MPR

Fri. Dec 6th  -  De-stress Day
12PM   -   Student Center MPR

Fri. Jan 24th  -  Ice Cream Social
7PM   -   Student Center MPR

Sat. Jan 25th  -  Musical Bingo
2PM   -   Student Center MPR

Tues. Jan 28th  -  Lego Day
12PM   -   Student Center MPR

Fri. Jan 31st  -  Winter Fest
7 PM   -   Student Center MPR

DEcember 2019 January 2020
*Events Paid For By Your 

Student Activities Fee*
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