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Dr. Katherine P. Douglas Returns to CCC

By Kora Somma
This Halloween, the EPIC Science 

Club hosted a Halloween party. This par
ty included food, drinks and music for 
students to enjoy.

Students were invited to dress up...
Read more on p. 2On p. 3, learn more about Christian’s trip.

By Kaitlyn 
Klaiber

On Tuesday, 
October 29, a cere
mony was held at 
the Diversity Cen
ter in the Commons 
in honor of the 
Center being re
named to The 
Katherine P. Doug
las Center for Di
versity, Equity, and 
Inclusion. Dr. 
Douglas, the for
mer president of 
SUNY CCC, re
turned to the col
lege campus for the 
first time since her

retirement at the 
end of the Spring 
2019 semester to 
celebrate this event 
with students, fac
ulty, staff, and 
community mem
bers.

Before the event 
officially started, 
Indian cuisine was 
served, including 
vegetable samosas, 
chana masala, and 
curry, to all those 
who attended. Con
nie Park, the Exec
utive Director of 
Human Resources 
and Chief Diversity

Diversity Center employees pose with Dr. Douglas (Kaitlyn Klaiber/The Crier)

Officer, welcomed 
everyone to the 
Center and shared a 
few words on be
half of SUNY 
CCC’s current 
president, Dr. Wil
liam Mullaney. 
Video footage of 
the Center’s first 
opening in Febru

ary 2013 was also 
shared before the 
showing of a video 
presentation creat
ed by student Jesus 
Escalante.

Escalante’s vid
eo was a heartfelt 
compilation of 
campus...

Cont. on page 2

Tales Of Travel

(Christian McGary/The Crier)
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An EPIC Halloween Party

The EPIC Science Club students dressed up for Halloween, all costumes re
lating to a climate crisis. (Kora Somma/The Crier)

Dr. Katherine P. 
Douglas Returns to 
CCC cont.
community mem
bers talking about 
the importance of 
the Diversity Cen
ter and how it’s 
enriched many 
lives.

A few words 
were also shared by 
the Center’s stu
dent workers, Alex 
Hauber, Lucrecia 
Frazier, and Max 
Rogers. Hauber 
talked about the 
past, sharing a brief 
history and saying 
a few words on his 
experiences thus 
far at the Center, 
while Frazier remi
nisced about the 
leadership class she

took last spring, 
which was co
taught by Dr. 
Douglas and Prov
ost Dean Fisher. 
Rogers shared a 
beautifully written 
speech that moved 
the crowd before 
Dr. Douglas 
walked up to share 
a few words of her 
own.

Gwen Davis- 
Feldman wrapped 
up the end of the 
event, reading a 
powerful poem she 
wrote. The poem is 
now hanging up in 
the Diversity Cen
ter if you’d like to 
check it out.

An EPIC Halloween 
Party cont.
...as something in 
relation to an up
rising climate cri
sis, which came 
with a lot of posi
tive feedback 
from the students. 
Many students 
dressed up as their 
own spin from the 
climate crisis, 
whether it had 
been a part of the 
crisis, a solution, 
or as other envi
ronmental related 
things. At the par

ty itself, there 
were vegan op
tions for food and 
drinks for stu
dents. Along with 
this, there were 
snacks and candy. 
There was a lot of 
just talking to one 
another.

The EPIC sci
ence club is a club 
that meets every 
Thursday to dis
cuss different top
ics in science. The 
advisor of this 
club is Donna 
Moore-Powers,

who teaches Envi
ronmental Science 
and Biology at 
both beginner and 
majors’ levels. 
You don’t need to 
be studying envi
ronmental science 
or biology, how
ever, in order to 
join the club. As 
long as you have a 
passion for sci
ence they will 
welcome you with 
open arms!

The Diversity Center's new name. (Kaitlyn Klai- 
ber/The Crier)
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Tales of Travel: Part 4

*

#
*

Hot air balloons (Christian McGary/The Crier)

By Christian 
McGary

If you haven’t 
heard, I now have a 
podcast, it’s called 
“The Whateva Pod
cast” where I find 
anyone who I think 
is funny and we 
talk about 
“whateva.” If you 
want to give it a 
listen, here’s a link, 
www.sunycccthecri 
er.com/podcast.
The reason I’m 
bringing up my 
podcast is because 
in the first episode,
I talk about my trip 
to Arizona. I talk 
briefly about how 
beautiful it is as 
well as how dan
gerous it is. So for 
today's edition of 
Tales of Travel, I 
go into more detail.

I went to Arizo
na of the break we 
had in October, my 
family and I were 
celebrating my 
mother’ s birthday, 
and we decided to 
spend it at a five- 
star resort with 15 
other people which 
included family 
and friends. When 
people think of Ar
izona the first 
things that come to 
mind are the desert, 
and red rocks. Now 
this is very true, 
but there of course 
is a lot more. There 
were cacti of all 
kinds everywhere 
(fun fact; if you cut 
down a cactus in 
Arizona, you can 
go to jail for 10 
years!) I went on a 
tour and got to see

the red rocks - they 
were these stunning 
mountains that 
were a bright red 
and orange due to 
all the rusting, it 
was nothing like 
I’ ve ever seen in 
upstate NY. It was 
always pretty in 
Arizona, barely a 
cloud in the sky, 
hot air balloons 
here and there, and 
the temperature 
was hot but com
fortable. The towns 
we went to were all 
a combination of 
old-fashioned as 
well as new school. 
Some houses re
sembled older Lati
no style architec
ture, while other 
houses were fancy, 
mansion-like 
American houses. 
There was a mix
ture of culture that 
you could clearly 
see throughout the 
state. The resort I 
stayed at was 
amazing as well, 
the entire thing was 
pretty much a golf 
course. The resort 
also had multiple 
high-quality restau
rants (with some 
fantastic food btw). 
There was a spa 
and a fitness center, 
two pools, and the 
resort itself was so 
large the bellhops 
used golf carts to 
move people 
around the premis
es!

Something else 
that I mentioned in 
my podcast, is that 
Arizona is literally 
so dangerous it’s 
kinda ridiculous. 
Much like Austral
ia, everything in 
Arizona is trying to 
hurt you. There are 
scorpions, vultures, 
wild hogs, rattle
snakes, coyotes, 
big lizards, etc. 
Even the squirrels 
try to hurt you! Ac
cording to my tour 
guide, more people 
go to the hospital 
from squirrel at
tacks then rattle
snake bites. He also 
said that a scorpion 
tried to pull the 
sheets off of his 
bed one time, so 
I’m not really sure 
why anyone wants 
to live in Arizona. 
These animals 
aren’t in some se
cluded part of Ari
zona either, they

were at my resort! 
My mother’s 
cousin found a 
scorpion in his 
bathroom sink, and 
some of our friends 
found some wild 
hogs by the pool! 
(think pumba from 
lion king). Our oth
er friends heard 
coyotes outside 
their room as well 
so that was great to 
think about as 
you’ re walking 
back to your room 
in the dark. All in 
all though, there 
wasn’t really any 
complications or 
incidents.

Arizona was a 
fantastic place to 
travel to, I would 
100% travel there 
again sometime, 
and I hope you are 
able to as well. See 
you next time on 
tales of travel!

Arizona (Christian McGary/The Crier)

http://www.sunycccthecrier.com/podcast
http://www.sunycccthecrier.com/podcast
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Ticks. AKA Minions of Lucifer
By Maria Smith
Ticks--Demons 
made of pure ha
tred and born from 
the seventh circle 
of hell. These chil
dren of Satan are, 
in a nutshell, the 
absolute worst. The 
three most common 
ticks found in the 
state of New York 
are the deer or 
black legged tick, 
the American dog 
tick, and the lone 
star tick. As adults, 
these three demon
ic entities exhibit 
similar morpholo
gies, but with some 
key differences. 
These ticks are sex
ually dimorphic, 
meaning that the 
different genders 
look physically dif
ferent from each 
other. In this arti
cle, I will be de
scribing to you the 
adult females of 
each species. All 
have eight legs and 
are brownish to 
reddish in color. 
These three are 
what is termed as a 
“hard tick”. Hard 
ticks are character
ized by the hard 
plate on their back 
called a “scutum” 
and that their 
mouthparts are vis
ible when the tick 
is viewed from 
above. However, 
the lone star tick 
has a light-colored 
mark at the center

of its back and is a 
bit bigger than the 
others. The Ameri
can dog tick is 
more reddish in 
color and its scu
tum is more whit
ish in color. A 
tick’s mouthparts 
are often confused 
with a head. Ticks 
don’t technically 
have heads, but in
tricate feeding parts 
perfect for tearing 
into your skin. 
These feeding parts 
are comprised of 
three main sec
tions; the palp, the 
chelicera, and the 
hypostome. When 
a tick feeds, the 
chelicera act as lit
tle knives, tearing 
through your skin 
and moving flesh 
out of the way to 
create a pathway 
for the hypostome. 
The hypostome 
acts as a harpoon, 
pushing into the 
skin and anchoring 
itself in with hun
dreds of tiny 
spikes. The tick 
then uses an even 
more impressive 
weapon -- Saliva. 
Compounds in the 
saliva help the 
blood pool under 
the surface of the 
skin, which allows 
the tick to drink the 
blood through its 
mouthparts like a 
straw. You may 
ask, the tearing and 
stabbing should

hurt right? So why 
doesn’t it? This is 
because the tick’s 
saliva also has pain 
numbing proper
ties, making it so 
you don’ t notice 
them as they rip 
into your flesh. The 
saliva can also sup
press your immune 
system, making it 
less likely that the 
wound will get red 
or itchy, ensuring 
that you don’ t no
tice it until they 
have eaten their 
fill. The saliva is 
also how ticks 
transmit diseases 
like Lyme. Deer 
ticks are the only 
one in the three we 
focus on that can 
carry Lyme dis
ease, a bacterium

also known as Bor- 
relia Burgdorferi. 
But how did the 
tick get onto us in 
the first place? 
Ticks do not have 
the ability to jump, 
so they cannot ac
tively pounce on 
you to gain access 
to your blood.
Ticks are opportun
istic carnivores and 
will climb to the 
tips of tall grasses 
and reach out their 
front legs. The tips 
of their legs have 
sticky hooked pads 
that latch on to 
whatever passes 
by. It is very im
portant that after 
you go hiking in 
the woods or 
grassy areas you do 
a thorough tick

check. Check with
in the folds of your 
clothes and within 
your pant legs. Af
ter you get home, 
strip down and 
check every nook 
and cranny. Ticks 
will crawl around 
until they find a 
suitable place to 
feed, so check plac
es like your armpit 
or between your 
toes. If you do find 
a tick on your skin 
remove it with 
tweezers. If the tick 
is already embed
ded, get as close to 
your skin as you 
can, gripping the 
tick with tweezers. 
Slowly, pull back
wards in a slow 
steady motion. 
Make sure all the

Tick identification. (credit: tickcontrol.com)
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A Warning on Ticks and What to Look Out For

Common symptoms o f a tick bite. (credit: verywell)

Make sure all the 
mouthparts are re
moved from your 
skin. After the tick 
has been removed, 
dispose of it 
properly and disin
fect the area with 
alcohol.

For my parting 
words, I encourage 
you to go out for 
yourself and find 
even more facts 
about this... this... 
thing. If you have 
more questions 
about how the dis
eases are spread or 
how to dispose of 
ticks properly, 
please take a look 
at Kora Somma’s 
article where she 
goes more in depth 
about these topics! 
Have fun explor
ing!

By Kora Somma
As the weather 

is getting cooler, 
many animals and 
insects are starting 
to get ready for the 
cold winter months 
approaching. This 
includes ticks.
Tick season this 
year is predicted to 
be very bad, so the 
likelihood of being 
bitten by a tick is 
higher than previ
ous years. This 
article has been 
written to provide 
you with infor
mation on protect
ing yourself from 
ticks, as well as 
what you should 
do if you are to 
ever get bitten by 
them. If you would 
like to learn more 
about ticks them

selves, check out 
Maria Smith’s col
umn where she 
will give more in
formation on ticks.

One of the most 
common types of 
ticks in our in the 
Deer Tick. The 
deer tick is host to

many diseases, 
most notably 
Lyme disease, but 
they also can carry 
other diseases, 
such as babesiosis 
(a malaria-like par
asitic dis
ease). Getting 
infected by Lyme

disease isn’t life 
threatening as long 
as you receive 
medical attention, 
as doctors can pre
scribe you with 
various antibiotics 
to help you get 
back on your feet.

Cont. on page 6

Need To Earn Some Extra Cash?
Contribute to The Crier!

$20 per published article * Email submissions to

$10 per original artwork thecriernewspaper@gmail.com

$5 per published original photo * Include your CID # for payment 

How can you pass this up?
Draw or write something cool for class? Already in the gym for a game? We're

looking for a Sports Reporter!
The Crier staff reserve the right to edit, change or not publish all submissions

mailto:thecriernewspaper@gmail.com
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A Warning on Ticks 
and What to Look Out 
For cont.
Some people how
ever, get lifelong 
symptoms like pain 
and fatigue from 
this disease, which 
can also be medi
cated, but not cured 
in some cases.
How do I know if 
I have been bitten 
by a tick?

The first thing 
you should look for 
is if there are any 
ticks on your body. 
This seems like 
common sense, but 
if there are any live 
ticks on you that 
are attached to you, 
you need to remove 
it as soon as possi
ble to prevent any 
infection. There are 
many ways that 
you can remove 
them. One way that 
you can remove 
ticks is by using 
tweezers or devices 
such as the “tick 
Tornado” too re
move said tick. To 
use tweezers, you 
should grab the tick 
as close to the skin 
as possible, and 
then pull upright 
and steadily. If you 
twist the tick at all, 
you could remove 
some parts of the 
tick’s body and 
have them be left 
in the skin. That or 
you could possibly 
“pop” the tick, 
which could spread 
more disease.
What does a tick

Tips for How to Make the 
Most of College

bite look like, and 
when should I get 
it checked out?

When you get 
bit by a tick, it 
doesn’t immediate
ly mean that you 
have Lyme disease, 
it just means that 
you could possibly 
get Lyme disease.
If all you got was a 
bite with a little bit 
of irritation, don’t 
worry too much as 
that is our body’s 
natural response to 
being bitten by 
something. Do 
make sure to clean 
out the bite with 
rubbing alcohol 
and keep it clean to 
prevent infection.
If you notice that 
you are starting to 
get a rash, or the 
area is starting to 
“sting” or feel like 
its been “burnt”, 
you should get 
your bite checked 
out. These are visu
al symptoms of 
Lyme’s disease. 
Along with this, 
you may also feel 
fatigued and/or 
aches and pains 
through your body. 
How should I dis
pose of a tick?

When disposing 
of a tick, you want 
to be sure that you 
do not “pop” it. 
This is just to pre
vent any potential 
bacteria from the 
host spreading and 
potentially expos
ing yourself to it. 
There are a couple

of different ways 
that you can dis
pose of ticks, a 
couple of them be
ing putting them in 
tape, another being 
submerging them 
in rubbing alcohol. 
You can also burn 
ticks, but do NOT 
do that if the tick is 
still on you. Anoth
er way that I found 
while researching 
this was flushing 
them down the toi
let, but I would not 
do that, since ticks 
don’t drown.
How can I prevent 
getting a tick?
When you go out
doors, be sure to 
wear bug spray that 
also repels ticks! 
Also wear long 
clothes that make it 
harder for ticks to 
bite you (ex, long 
sleeve shirt, pants, 
socks, etc.). And of 
course, always be 
sure to check your
self after you are 
done outside. Ticks 
are trying to find 
somewhere warm 
and the human 
body is the perfect 
place since our 
bodies are always 
98 degrees Fahren
heit, making It the 
perfect heating pad 
for a tick on a cold 
day.

By Jake Gross
Starting off at a 

new place is al
ways a bit of a 
transition. Often, it 
leaves us confused 
and disoriented. 
When I started up 
at CCC in fall of 
‘17, I had no idea 
what lay ahead of 
me. I started off 
with basically one 
friend who I con
sidered close at the 
time. Now five se
mesters later, I find 
myself looking at 
the same situation 
in regards to my 
next step in my ed
ucation. Looking 
back, I realize that 
there were a lot of 
things I learned in 
the last two and a 
half years that I 
wish I had known 
beforehand. So I’ve 
decided to lay them 
out.
1. You will proba
bly have to take 
out a loan to cover 
something at some 
point.

Most scholar
ships probably will 
not handle every
thing, and you may 
find that out the 
hard way. The New 
York Excelsior is a 
great idea, but it is 
contingent on your 
taking 30 credit 
hours a year. If you 
take a slower se
mester like I did, 
you will find your
self in some hot

water.
2. You will lose 
friends along the 
way, for a lot of 
reasons.

I had a friend 
from high school 
who I really en
joyed spending 
time with during 
my first two semes
ters. And over the 
course of those two 
semesters, we start
ed to realize that 
we had different 
expectations of the 
relationship. It did
n’t end well. And 
while I prefer not 
to think about 
them, it did teach 
me some important 
things.

I was friends 
with the last editor- 
in-chief for the Cri
er, Leah, over my 
fourth and fifth se
mesters. By con
trast, while I have
n’t seen her since 
the middle of the 
summer, I’m grate
ful for the time and 
support she gave 
me while we were 
working together. 
She is still a sup
porter of myself 
and a huge one of 
the Crier, and I 
have nothing but 
good wishes for her 
at her latest en
deavor.
3. Always be on 
the lookout for 
new opportuni
ties.
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I’m going to be 
dead honest, I would 
probably not be writ
ing this issue if it 
wasn’t for Leah ask
ing if I would be 
joining the staff. But 
I’m extremely glad I 
did. My three semes
ters on this staff 
have led me to hav
ing multiple new 
relationships that 
would have never 
been pursued or 
maintained. It’s 
caused me to explore 
avenues I never 
would have had the 
interest to truly go 
down.
4. Create at least 
one good working 
relationship with a 
professor.

There are a multi
tude of plusses when 
it comes to creating 
a working relation
ship with a profes
sor. They can help 
you more accurately 
than a randomly as
signed advisor 
could, since they 
actually know your 
preferences. You can 
go to them to discuss 
grades or to help 
with classwork.
They can even write 
recommendation let
ters for you if your 
next step requires 
them.
5. Find a space you 
can call your own.
It doesn’t matter if 
you’re a commuter 
or live on campus, 
you’re going to be 
spending good 
chunks of the next

One Of, and Among Many; 
The Self

few years of your 
live at one place.
And so you will nat
urally want to find a 
space you can lay 
claim to. A particu
lar chair. The game 
room. A suite. A 
small grove of trees 
perfectly spaced for 
hammocking. No 
matter when you end 
up dropping anchor, 
there are a vast num
ber of people doing 
the same.
6. Check your 
grades and holds 
frequently.

It might sound 
like a hassle but it 
could save you a lot 
of headaches in the 
long run. There have 
been numerous 
times where I need
ed to access my tran
script to find it was 
placed behind a hold 
due to financial rea
sons, or that my 
grades in a class 
looked like a seis
mograph in Sacra
mento. It might not 
seem like such a big 
deal, but it can and 
will bite you in the 
rear down the line. 
Stay on top of both 
of these as often as 
possible, because 
they can affect you 
after you graduate.
7. Join a club, even 
if you know some
one at your new 
campus.

One of the main 
things about college 
is to broaden your 
horizons and meet a 
number of new peo

ple; because as men
tioned things can go 
wrong if you repeat
edly hang out with 
just one person. Use 
clubs as foundations 
for what you wish to 
do or learn. For me, 
the Crier is related to 
my career goals and 
many of the people 
who are a part of it 
feel the same way.
As such, relation
ships that form in 
that bubble have had 
a bit of a better 
chance to get off on 
the right foot.
8. Make sure you 
are choosing what’s 
best for you.

At the end of the 
day, your best inter
est is what should 
supercede anything 
else that happens in 
your college career. 
Not liking a class: 
change it. Need a 
day to recuperate 
from a bad event: 
take it. Want to ask a 
friend to an event: 
ASK!! You are the 
consumer, you’re 
paying to go to col
lege. And if you de
cide that college is
n’t for you at this 
moment, that’s fine 
as well. We don’t all 
fit into the same box, 
and college isn’t a 
race. Do what makes 
you happen when it 
makes you happy.

By Max Rogers
I think a common 
part of the human 
experience is having 
multiple and con
flicting motives be
hind many things we 
do every day. When 
I would strike up a 
conversation with a 
barista at a cafe, I 
would later wonder 
why I did that, and 
found multiple an
swers. I may have 
wanted at least one 
person to laugh at 
that joke I’ d thought 
of. Or maybe I want
ed to leave the cafe 
with more than just a 
coffee; a feeling of 
connection. I usually 
take two creams, by 
the way. In case any
one reading this is 
motivated to buy me 
a coffee sometime. 
One might argue that 
I’m a selfish person 
to want to feel con
nected to other peo
ple, and engage 
them for this reason. 
This is something 
many people feel. 
Am I really a selfish 
person? Is everyone 
selfish? The answer 
is no; people are not 
one-dimensional. 
People have multiple 
motivations for do
ing many of the 
things they do, 
whether they are 
conscious of it or 
not. For me person
ally, this has been a 
hard concept to reck

on with, as I have 
felt that “good” and 
“bad” intentions 
cannot really coex
ist; that only one 
type of intention is 
one's true intention. 
This, however, is a 
betrayal to the very 
complex system of 
emotions and desires 
within each of us. 
Each person con
tains many selves 
with different de
sires and feelings 
and views that coex
ist and sometimes 
conflict with one 
another. This is a 
fact that for many 
people, myself in
cluded, creates inner 
conflict. I subscribe 
to the idea that it can 
be very helpful to 
see the selves within 
each of us as ones 
we would like to 
feed or, to perhaps 
put it harshly, starve. 
If there is a self 
within someone that 
they do not feel con
tributes to a healthy 
life experience, they 
might choose to 
“starve” it so that it 
may not have such 
an impact on their 
life. Additionally, 
one might choose to 
“feed” the self which 
they find contributes 
to a healthy life ex
perience.

I think that the 
self is actually many 
selves and that be-

Cont. on page 8
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One Of, and Among 
Many; The Self 
cont..
coming aware of 
the different selves 
within each of us, 
we may be better 
able to live lives 
complete with 
emotional, profes
sional and relation-

al nourishment and 
better overcome a 
life of inner conflict.

A lighthouse (credit: Pexels)

The Lighthouse: A Shining Example of Film?
By GianCarlo 
Salce

After four years, 
director Robert Eg- 
gers marks his re
turn with his sec
ond film release, 
The Lighthouse. 
Starring Robert 
Pattinson and Wil
lem Dafoe, the plot 
follows two light
house keepers try
ing to maintain 
their sanity as they 
brave the elements 
of the isolated is
land they find 
themselves on for 
four weeks. Chaos 
ensues when the 
former participates 
in an unlucky ritual 
known among sail
ors of the late 19th 
century, in which 
the plot takes place. 
Uniquely, the film 
is shot in black-and 
-white with the as
pect ratio 1.19:1, 
reminiscent to that 
of German expres
sionist films.

It is difficult for 
me to articulate 
exactly how I feel 
without diving into 
major spoilers,

since the film takes 
off within what felt 
to be approximate
ly ten minutes. 
However, what I 
am able to say is 
that both headline 
actors Pattinson 
and Dafoe shine 
gloriously in this 
film. Watching 
them both, I 
learned two things: 
one being that Wil
lem Dafoe re
establishes himself 
as one of Holly
wood’s most cur
rent underrated ac
tors and the other 
being that I am 
quite excited to see 
more of Robert 
Pattinson in the 
future, especially 
as the new Batman. 
To speak more to 
that, Pattinson real
ly sheds his edgy 
Twilight persona 
for a far more deep 
and complex role, 
deserving of a 
character study. In 
my opinion, I feel 
the duo offers per
formances that are 
worthy of Oscars 
for best leading and

supporting roles, 
perhaps even sur
passing Joaquin 
Phoenix’s lead in 
Joker (which was 
unquestionably su
perb).

Another thing to 
note is that the film 
does not feature a 
traditional sound
track of any kind. 
Although there is a 
legitimate song 
played for the cred
its, there is not 
much reason to 
stick around and 
listen once they 
start rolling, as 
there is no after
credits scene. In
stead, there are 
themes that get 
played in the back
ground of more 
intense moments, 
but I find that they 
are usually 
drowned out by the 
constant storming 
weather and the 
head-pounding 
horn the lighthouse 
emits, which falls 
in-line with the 
central theme of 
the film.

For me, it often

feels like I rarely 
get to go see a film 
I am genuinely in
trigued and enticed 
by. Sure, superhero 
movies are a great 
deal of fun to go 
see, and I’ve seen 
every one since the 
first A vengers, but 
they don’t really 
offer any substance 
or deeper thought 
to be had once the 
credits roll. As I 
recall, the last time 
I had a comparably 
enjoyable experi
ence like this was 
back in 2017, when 
I went to see Blade 
Runner 2049. 
Therefore, it has 
been some time 
since I left the cine
ma feeling gripped. 
Overall, without 
spoilers, I would 
say this film is cur
rently the closest 
thing this genera
tion will have to an 
original take on 
The Shining (even 
paying homage in 
some aspects) with 
some Lovecraftian 
and Greek mythol
ogies mixed in. My

only complaint is 
that the film drags 
slightly after what I 
would consider to 
be the second act’s 
ending, with every
thing up to that 
point being perfect. 
I feel that either 
more content 
should have been 
included to support 
the third act better 
before the big sce
ne that marks the 
transition, or the 
third act should 
have been trimmed 
down slightly as to 
tighten the plot 
around its edges. 
Regardless, I think 
this film is the best 
that has been re
leased this year 
thus far, and places 
director Robert Eg- 
gers on my radar to 
keep an eye out for 
in his future en
deavours.
For those reasons, 
I rate this movie: 
9/10.
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Idaho
By Vianna Koegel

From Elmira, to 
Michigan, to Seat
tle, to Spokane, to 
Plummer. Seeing 
the West for the 
first time was like 
opening a new part 
of my mind.

We saw the 
earth change from 
green and leafy to 
mountainous desert 
before our very 
eyes. I was amazed 
by the hot, dry air 
of Seattle. It was 
nearly nightfall 
when we got to 
Spokane and the 
sky was painted 
with pink and gold
en rays of sunshine. 
We crossed the 
border into Idaho, 
and I was immedi
ately reminded of 
old western mov
ies. The grass was 
sparse and yel
lowed, but lines of 
electric green grass 
wove their way 
around the hills. 
There were barely 
any deciduous trees 
in sight -- only pine 
trees for miles and 
miles. Small smoke 
shops and gas sta
tions were scattered 
around the entrance 
of the Coeur 
D’Alene reserva
tion. We passed 
through several 
small towns that 
almost appeared 
ghostly and empty. 
They were made up 
of small local post

offices, local din
ers, gas stations, 
and a few scattered 
houses. It was hot, 
so hot, but the air 
was dry -- so for
eign to me, only 
knowing the hu
mid, heavy air of 
the East.

We drove for 
what felt like miles, 
watching the hills 
roll around us and 
the sun set behind 
us in a brilliant or
ange glow. Finally, 
we arrived at my 
grandparents’ 
house. They greet
ed us warmly and 
showed us around, 
and I couldn’t stop 
looking at the gi
gantic sky. It 
seemed to stretch 
on forever, a vast 
blue ocean in the 
air. The noise of 
crickets and the 
soft clucking of 
chickens filled the 
still air, and it was 
immeasurably idyl
lic.

Upon waking 
the next morning, I 
found myself in the 
small camper off to 
the side of my 
grandparents house 
-- the place they 
stayed while build
ing it. It was early - 
- too early, exactly 
three hours earlier 
than it should have 
been. Later in the 
day, we gathered in 
the car to drive to a 
small town about

an hour away, St. 
Maries. The only 
way there was 
through the moun
tains. We went 
around wind after 
wind and with each 
turn waves of nau
sea passed over me. 
Enormous trucks 
piled high with logs 
whipped by us, full 
of confidence as 
the truck drivers 
had grown used to 
driving on such 
roads. It was, how
ever, not enjoyable 
for us, and I thor
oughly believed 
that I was about to 
be crushed by fall
en logs or a truck a 
handful of times. 
Once we arrived, 
we took in our sur
roundings. The 
road sloped and on 
either side were 
stores and some 
restaurants, but it 
was very small, 
reminiscent of 
many towns around 
our area of New 
York. It was dusty, 
and seemed like a 
true western town. 
The heat hung over 
us and we ate at a 
small restaurant 
that was also a cafe 
and ice cream shop. 
Everything was 
slightly disor
ganized yet consol
idated, and it felt 
like a common 
place for locals to 
go. It wasn’t overly 
busy, but it was

alive, with people 
greeting each other 
with the same small 
town energy that I 
know so well.
There were two 
lively little girls 
who the waitress 
seemed to know, 
and they roamed 
the restaurant as 
their own.

The store we 
went into was just 
like the restaurant - 
- everything 
seemed to be 
crowded into one 
place. Children’s 
games shared space 
with piles of 
clothes, things 
ranging from very 
cheap to very ex
pensive. I talked 
with a girl who 
worked at the store 
as she helped me 
try on a very com

plicated pair of 
shoes. It felt odd to 
tell people that I 
live in New York, 
and to think about 
how far away from 
home I was at that 
present time. They 
were always excit
ed to hear about it, 
though. She told 
me all about Idaho, 
how it gets cold 
and snows, how 
huckleberries are 
Idaho’s specialty -
apparently people 
are very secretive 
about their huckle
berry picking spots, 
because they don’t 
want anyone else 
picking their ber
ries. There are fes
tivals honoring the 
berry, and huckle
berry ice cream is a 
choice favorite
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of Idahoans. I tried 
it for the first time, 
and it tasted like a 
combination of a 
blackberry and 
blueberry.

Back in Plum
mer, where my 
grandparents live, 
we ate our fill of 
meals that were just 
like the ones at 
home. The neigh
bor of my grand
parents was a Mex
ican immigrant, a 
skilled “cowboy,” 
who came to Idaho 
to have his own 
farm. His way of 
dealing with his 
horses was flaw
less. He knew ex
actly how to react 
to them and they 
knew exactly how 
to react to him. 
Graciously, he all
owed us to try rid
ing his horses. He 
smiled at us and 
encouraged when
ever we were suc
cessful. A woman 
who lived further 
away but kept her 
horses with him 
came to teach us a 
few things. She 
taught us basic 
things, like how to 
control the horse 
and get him to 
walk. Of course, I 
got the one horse 
that was not com
pliant in any way -
he walked but 
would not follow 
the others, and 
broke out into a trot 
and even a full on 
gallop on several 
occasions. He even

got scared and 
bucked, and I felt 
my heart drop but 
thankfully did not 
feel the ground. 
After I got down, 
he allowed me to 
pet his soft black 
head and nudged 
me as if he was 
apologizing. It was 
very, very hot that 
day and by that 
time we were all 
sweaty and sore. 
We went into town 
to the local 
farmer’s market, 
which was very 
small. Surprisingly, 
I saw a woman 
who was selling 
body care products 
that I had seen 
online before. She 
was the creator of 
the brand and 
seemed excited that 
people all the way 
from New York 
had seen her prod
ucts. Another ven
dor that caught my 
eye was an Native 
American woman 
who was selling 
jewelry and other 
things she had cre
ated. The color of 
the beads were vi
brant, the designs 
ornate.

Plummer was a 
small community, 
with the govern
ment being the res
ervation leaders 
and the police be
ing reservation po
lice. I was over
whelmed by the 
amount of smoke 
shops and gas sta
tions, which

seemed to really be 
the only stores oth
er than a small gro
cery store. Being 
on the reservation 
made me feel a pit 
in my stomach, be
cause frankly, it 
was a beautiful yet 
depressing place. 
Hearing people talk 
about how the Na
tive Americans are 
all “lazy” and 
knowing that this 
reservation only 
even exists because 
of our history of 
taking land away 
from Native Amer
icans pained me. 
That was a signifi
cant idea that I 
struggled with for 
the duration of the 
trip, but I’m glad 
that my eyes were 
opened up to it 
firsthand.

On our last day, 
we ventured out to 
a town called Wal
lace. In the 1800s, 
it produced more 
silver than any oth
er mining district in 
the United States. 
Now it is largely a 
tourist town. There 
are tours, one of 
which we went on. 
We were able to 
see part of a mine, 
and we learned the 
different machinery 
involved and the 
history behind min
ing. The walls in 
the mine were solid 
rock that dripped 
with condensation - 
- and without the 
light it was pitch 
black inside. When

the miner who was 
giving us a tour 
turned out the light, 
I got almost an ee
rie feeling. Before 
the technology of 
lamps, miners had 
to use candles, and 
even imagining be
ing underground 
with light that faint 
gave me the chills.
I came to the reali
zation that mining 
is cold, dirty, labor 
intensive work -
not at all the glam
orized version that 
I had come to be
lieve.

After seeing the 
mine, we drove 
around the town, 
looking at all of the 
historic houses.
The highway going 
past Wallace is 
very unique, be
cause it is elevated 
on a bridge and 
goes around the 
town instead of go
ing through it. The 
tour guide told us 
how the govern
ment wanted to 
build the highway 
through Wallace, 
which would pretty

much put an end to 
the town. However, 
the residents 
wouldn’ t give up, 
and after going to 
court several times 
they managed to 
get most of the 
houses in Wallace 
listed as historic. 
There’ s a rule that 
the government 
can’ t tear down any 
historic houses, so 
they weren’t able to 
build the highway.

We had a long 
drive back to Plum
mer, and I was fas
cinated with the 
gigantic pine trees 
and fog that formed 
between the moun
tains. Part of me 
was enthused and 
loved the new envi
ronment, however, 
another part of me 
ached for the lush 
greenness of home. 
On our extremely 
long plane ride 
home, I dreamt 
about the sparse 
yellow grass, pine 
trees, and the big, 
big blue sky.

The road to Plummer, ID. (Vianna Koegel/The Crier)
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Want to See More 
Exclusive Content? Check out and listen to

V is it our w ebsite  
sunycccthecrier.com  for: "The W hateva

. Extended artic les 

. D igital m edia Podcast"
. A rtw ork

. A ccess to old artic les by Christian McGary!
. S ubm ission dead lines Episodes are now available to

...and m ore! stream at
Follow  on Instagram  @ ccccrie r

sunycccthecrier. co m /podcast
And Tw itte r @ crie rccc

ADVERTISE IN THE CRIER!
Are you a student trying to grow, publicize, or start

your own business?

THE CRIER IS NOW PUBLISHING STUDENTS ADS!
It's $10 to advertise your business in the Crier.

If interested, please send the ad or a blurb of what you'd like to advertise to

thecriernewspaper@gmail.com.
We are only accepting ads that support SUNY CCC student businesses. We are not accepting external ads or 

ads from businesses off campus. The Crier holds the right not to publish all ads.

mailto:thecriernewspaper@gmail.com


Page 12 November 12, 2019

Upcoming Events
Nov 12

2 Shows: Comedian & 
Illusionist 

12:30 pm -KL

13

Women's Basketball 
5 pm-Gym

14
Get Ahead of the 
Game Workshop 

12 pm-Commons

ASL Club Meeting 
12:15 pm-CHM231

15

I&R Dodgeball 
Tournament 
7 pm-Gym

16
Women's 
Basketball 

1 pm-Gym 
Men's Basketball 

3 pm-Gym

17
Women's 
Basketball 

12 pm-Gym 
Men's Basketball 

2 pm-Gym

18
Soup Day 
11 am -SL

I&R Kan Jam 
7 pm-Gym

19

Bingo
12:30 pm -KL

20

Women's 
Suffrage Exhibit 

7:30 am-Library

21
SCOP Event 

12:15-Commons

I&R Volleyball 
7:30 pm-Gym

22 23 24 25 26

BREAK BREAK BREAK BREAK

27 28

BREAK
Th a n ksg iv in g  D a y

BREAK

29 30

BREAK BREAK

SL: Student Life TL: Triangle Lounge 

KL: Kelly Lounge

TJe Crier Corner
Editor-in-Chief: Vianna Koegel 
Assistant Editor: Kaitlyn Klaiber 
Treasurer: Nicholas Drake 
Advisor: Emma Draper-Reich 
Reporters: Kaitlyn Klaiber
Columnists: Jake Gross, Christian McGary, Sarah Hill, 
Kora Somma, Maria Smith, Noah Alexander, Donnie 
Pond

Deadline for submissions for the next 
edition is Nov 15

Next issue will be out Nov 21

Find us at sunycccthecrier.com!

The views and opinions presented in The Crier do not 
necessarily represent the views and opinions of the SUNY CCC Student 

Association, SUNY CCC Student Life or SUNY Corning Community College


