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Diversity Center Meet and Greet
By Kaitlyn Klaiber

On Tuesday, 
August 27th, the 
Diversity Center 
hosted a meet and 
greet event, where 
students were given 
the opportunity to 
learn more about 
the center, as well 
as to engage in 
conversation with 
other students, fac
ulty, and staff.

Free pizza and 
fruit infused water 
was offered to any
one who stepped 
in, and those al
ready inside made

everyone who was 
new to the Center 
feel welcome.

The event also 
allowed for stu
dents to meet and 
talk with Connie 
Park, who runs the 
Diversity Center, 
and speak to the 
employees working 
at the center. This 
semester, Max 
Rogers is the Com
munications Lead, 
Ethan Truskolaski 
is the Administra
tive Lead, Lucrecia 
Frazier is the Talk 
Tuesday Lead, and

The Center for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (Kaitlyn Klaiber/The Crier)

Alex Hauber is the 
Signature Events 
Lead.

These students 
organize and host 
events throughout 
the school year that 
bring otherwise 
overlooked stories 
to the campus’ at
tention. The topics 
of these events are 
different each time. 
Som e are social

events, allowing 
students to hang 
out and meet new 
people, whereas 
others may feature 
guest speakers and 
open discussion.

One of the Di
versity Center’s up 
coming events is a 
Talk Tuesday on 
September 10th. 
The topic will be 
on immigration,

and all are wel
come to attend, cm
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An Interview With the Creator of Poet Customs

By Kaitlyn Klaiber
You may have 

seen someone on 
campus wearing a 
sweatshirt with a 
logo that reads Po
et., or maybe 
there’s a student in 
your morning lec
ture donning a 
windbreaker in 
similar fashion. If 
you’re unfamiliar 
with the brand, you 
may like to know 
that it was created 
and originated in 
Elmira, NY by 
someone who at
tends SUNY 
Corning Communi
ty College.

At just 19 years 
old, Cairo Shazer 
has created and 
sold over a thou
sand shirts with his 
logo. He started the 
brand back in high 
school, explaining 
that it all started 
with wanting a 
shirt to match a 
pair of shoes.
“It came to me in a 
weird way, honest
ly,” Shazer said.

“When I first start
ed doing Poet., I 
didn’t start it out as 
a brand. I had a 
pair of shoes that I 
wanted to have a 
shirt to match, so I 
made a shirt. Just 
to match my shoes. 
Just for myself. [...] 
Since I wore it, 
people asked me 
what it meant. 
They were like, 
‘Oh, where can I 
get one? I want 
one.’, but it was 
just meant for me 
at first. It was just 
personalizing my 
own style. It was 
just a shirt for my
self.”

Last month I got 
the chance to sit 
down and talk with 
the creator of Poet. 
Customs, the brand 
that celebrated its 
second birthday 
back in July, and 
discussed fashion, 
inspirations, and 
the balance be
tween school, work 
and business.

K: For those who 
don’t know, can 
you explain a little 
bit about what 
Poet. Customs is? 
CS: Poet. Cus
toms is my clothing 
brand. It’s kind of a 
small town brand. 
We mostly stick to 
just doing T-shirts. 
We recently ven
tured into doing 
shoes and jeans and 
stuff like that. But 
it’s mostly tops, 
like windbreakers, 
sweaters, short 
sleeve shirts, long 
sleeve shirts. Stuff 
like that.

K: Do you still 
have your first T- 
shirt today?
CS: I do, I do. 
People ask me that 
all the time. It’s, 
like, torn, and it’s 
beat up now, but I 
still have the shirt. 
Yeah.

K: Define Poet.
CS: Poet is just 
about creativity. 
Just how poets are

created on paper, 
it’s the same thing 
for clothing. It’s 
clothing creativity.

K: What inspired 
the name for you?
CS: I’m a big fan 
of Dead Poets So
ciety, and I just 
love poetry.

K: How does your 
brand stand out 
from other design
ers?
CS: My brand re
ally encourages 
individuality.
When I first start
ed, I wouldn’t 
make the same.

K: Does your indi
vidual style differ 
from your designs 
and popular piec
es you sell?
CS: Yes and no. I 
will wear some 
stuff I wouldn’t 
expect people 
would wear, be
cause I know it 
won’t necessarily 
hit to different de
mographics. But I 
wear a lot of Poet,

and then I wear a 
lot of stuff that’s 
not. Like crazier 
stuff. But I try my 
best to wear mostly 
Poet, though, so 
that I can sell 
more.

K: And where do 
you look for inspi
ration?
CS: Everywhere, 
honestly. I’m a big 
fan of 90s cartoons. 
In the 90’s, color 
was huge. I’m a big 
color fan. Even car
toonists have a cer
tain sense of style. 
Like if you look at 
the “Rugrats,” 
they’re all well 
dressed. Also my 
dad had a fashion 
store before me. He 
used to do the same 
kind of stuff, so I 
get a lot of my 
fashion stuff from 
him.
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Channeling History: 
You and Tubers

K: Is there anyone 
else who helps you 
with the company 
- is it just you, or 
are there other 
people involved? 
CS: A lot my fami
ly help me with it. 
Design wise, it’s 
just me and my 
girlfriend. I don’t 
insert people into 
the design aspect of 
it, but as far as sell
ing goes, like busi
ness and model
ling, I reach out to 
people for that.

K: Is it still crazy 
to see people 
wearing Poet.?
CS: Oh yeah. I 
remember at first it 
was just my friends 
wearing it, and it 
didn’t surprise me, 
because I remem
ber giving them the 
shirt. I remember 
selling the shirt, so 
I know who wore 
it. But 1 remember 
when I first started 
seeing people I 
don’t know. It 
blows my mind 
every time I see 
someone. Like I 
have no idea who 
you are - you don’t 
know me, I don’t 
know you - but 
you’re wearing my 
stuff. It still gets to 
me.

K: You also had 
your first fashion 
show. How did 
that go?
CS: It was great. 
We sold out, I want

to say, 250 seats. 
But people kept 
wanting to come, 
so we had people 
up against the wall. 
So I’d say there 
was probably, like, 
300 people. It was 
unreal. I’m still 
coming off from 
my high from that. 
It was so fun.

K: How and
where can CCC 
students purchase 
clothing and other 
items from Poet.? 
CS: Right now we 
have our website, 
which is just po- 
etcustoms.org. 
Everything is going 
to be on there even
tually.

K: Why did you 
choose to come to 
SUNY CCC?
CS: It’s local. At 
first I never saw 
myself as a college 
student. It was a 
spur of the moment 
that I came here, so 
it was not a happy 
decision for me to 
make if that makes 
sense.

To see the rest of this 
interview, go to our 
website:
sunycccthecrier.com

Cog

By Noah Ross and 
Cielo Musco

Sitting and talk
ing with my fellow 
history junky, No
ah, we determined 
we both love potato 
chips. Naturally 
we had to write an 
article. The origin 
of the potato chip is 
mysterious. Inca 
societies used pota
toes constantly. It 
was the main 
source of suste
nance in their diet. 
They created a salt
ed mash that stored 
for ten years.

Moons Lake 
House, Saratoga 
Springs, NY re
ceives attention as 
the birthplace. The 
story involves Cor
nelius Vanderbilt 
and chef named 
Donald Speck, aka, 
Donald Crum. Al
legedly Vanderbilt 
disliked the French 
Fries he was 
served. Crum, the 
cook, in a fit of cul
inary tantrum, 
sliced the potatoes 
incredibly thin and 
then fried 
them. They were a 
sensation. Moons 
Lake House be
came synonymous 
with the chips and 
Crum was immor
talized.

This story has

since been de
bunked, sort of. 
Crum’s sister, Kate 
Wicks, upon her 
death at 102, took 
credit for the in
vention, as did 
cook and restaurant 
manager Hiram 
Thomas. We may 
never in fact know.

The delicacy 
has lived on. Her
man Lay purchased 
a potato chip com
pany in 1932. He 
went on to sell the 
snacks in Nash
ville, Tennessee. 
Lay then drove 
across country sell
ing his delicacy out 
of his trunk, hi 
1961 he merged 
with Frito becom
ing Frito-Lay in
corporated. Bern
hardt Stahmer sold 
his Ruffles brand to 
the Frito Company 
in 1958. Pringles 
was created by 
Frederick Bar. He

created stacked 
chips in 1966 for 
Proctor and Gam
ble. He was so 
proud of his 
achievement he 
was buried in the 
iconic red cylinder. 
Creepy.

Today flavors 
include Salt and 
Vinegar, Cheddar 
and Sour Cream, 
Dill, Sour Cream 
and Onion, Barbe
cue, Mac and 
cheese, cheddar 
and horseradish, 
HOT, Old Bay, Ba
con and cheddar 
etc. You can buy 
kettle cooked, thin 
and thick and wavy 
varieties. The pos
sibilities are end
less. Noah and 1 
decided we are for
tunate to be living 
in such a chip en
lightened age. 
Thank you George 
Crum, or whoever? 

og
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What is Sustainability, 
and Why Should You 

Try it?
By Kora Somma

When it comes 
to trends, often 
people will first 
think of what is 
new in fashion, or 
what new (and po
tentially danger
ous) challenges are 
circulating on pop
ular internet plat
forms. Now 
though, there is a 
new trend that is 
starting to become 
popular amongst a 
wide variety of 
people. Sustainabil
ity is the idea of 
using less of our 
resources on our 
finite planet and 
instead using reusa
ble products to re
duce the amount of 
waste we as hu
mans create.

It is said that 
humans generate 
about 4.3 pounds of 
non-recyclable 
trash every day, 
and about 30.1 
pounds a week.
This may not seem 
like much, as 30 
pounds is about the 
same size as the 
average adult terri
er. That may not 
seem like a lot, but 
imagine 48 terriers 
piled up each year, 
but instead of 
friendly dogs, it’s 
piles of unwanted 
trash that won’t

decompose for 
years. That’s where 
sustainability 
comes in.

Sustainable liv
ing is a lifestyle 
that has become 
more and more 
popular in the past 
couple of years, 
especially with the 
help of social me
dia. On social me
dia platforms such 
as Instagram or Fa
cet) ook, groups or 
individual influenc
e s  are making 
their mark and are 
showing people 
that being sustaina
ble isn’t as scary as 
it may seem. Not 
only are influences 
jumping on this 
environment saving 
trend, but so are 
many companies! 
Companies such as 
Target and Coca- 
Cola are starting to 
be more careful 
with their waste in 
an effort to reduce 
their environmental 
impact.

So, what really 
is sustainable liv
ing? It’s an individ
ual’s effort to re
duce the amount of 
waste they are pro
ducing in order to 
keep our planet 
healthy now, and 
for future genera
tions. More and

more environmen
tally friendly prod
ucts have been 
coming out over 
time that can make 
it easier for people 
to try to become 
sustainable. As of 
now, most of the 
products focus on 
removing plastics 
from our lives, 
such as metal lunch 
boxes and straws, 
beeswax food 
wraps, and bamboo 
dinnerware. Prod
ucts like these are 
either able to be 
recycled in the fu
ture and repurposed 
into something 
else, or decompose 
much quicker into 
the earth than plas
tic would.

Not only are 
these products safer 
for the environ
ment, but they can 
also be a saver for 
your wallet. Buy
ing a reusable cup 
at a mainstream 
coffee joint such as 
Dunkin’ once may 
be more expensive 
than just getting 
your coffee in the 
one-use cups they 
provide, but in the 
future when you go 
back with a reusa
ble cup and get a 
coffee, you will 
actually pay less 
for your coffee! 
Some places are 
even rewarding 
their customers for 
not using one use 
plastics such as 
plastic grocery

bags by giving 
them “points” they 
can use towards a 
future purchase.
Not only is sustain
able living a step 
towards being more 
environmentally 
friendly, but it is a 
step towards ensur
ing the growth

By Donnie Pond

“The philosophers 
have only interpreted 
the world, in various 
ways. The point, 
however, is to 
change it.”
—Karl Marx, Eleven 
Theses on Feuer
bach

Karl Heinrich 
Marx (born May 
5th, 1818) was a 
19th century Ger
man philosopher. 
That is not a partic
ularly exciting title 
— yet his work is 
influential to this 
day in the fields of 
economics, sociol
ogy, and political 
science (among 
others). Most peo
ple have a cursory 
understanding of 
Marx as the “father 
of communism,” 
but throughout the 
centuries his work 
has been interpret
ed (and misinter
preted) in various 
ways. In his own

of biodiversity on 
this planet. It is a 
step toward influ

encing others to join 
in with you, to help 
save this planet’s 
ecosystems and to 
reduce the amount 
of non-renewable 

resources we as hu
mans create. 03

lifetime, respond
ing to the earliest 
movements that 
arose in response to 
his writings, Marx 
was quick to state, 
“ ... what is certain 
is that I myself am 
not a Marxist.” 
However, in many 
ways, students of 
Marx’s work have 
built on his ideas, 
using his theories 
as a basis in order 
to critically analyze 
their own societies 
in the years since 
his death. Given 
the wide range of 
interpretations and 
applications of 
Marx’s ideas, there 
exists today an 
equally wide range 
of Marxist schools 
of thought, but 
most agree on a 
number of core 
principles. This 
This column will 
explore each of 
them in depth as

The Memes of 
Production: an 

Introduction, etc.
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the semester con
tinues, but for now 
we’ll start with a 
quick breakdown 
of those fundamen
tal ideas.

Marxist theory 
rests on Marx’s 
conception of his
torical materialism 
and the labor theo
ry of value. Histor
ical materialism is 
a way of analyzing 
history through a 
lens of conflict be
tween antagonistic 
social classes (such 
as the conflicting 
interests of peas
ants and aristocrats 
in feudal society), 
gradually reducing 
inequality until a 
theoretical class
less society emerg
es. This theoretical 
classless society 
was what Marx 
initially conceptu
alized as
“communism” — 
the degree to which 
experimental 
“Communist”

states in the 20th 
century (such as 
the USSR. )  em
bodied it is dubi
ous. Marx specifi
cally believed that 
these social classes 
(and more broadly, 
social institutions) 
emerged out of the 
society’s economic 
framework; they 
played different 
roles in the func
tion of the econo
my. In his study of 
economy, Marx 
built upon the ideas 
of Adam Smith to 
refine his idea of 
the labor theory of 
value — the theory 
that the value of a 
product or service 
is objectively de
termined by the 
amount of labor 
time it took to pro
duce it. For exam
ple, if it takes twice 
as long to produce 
a pair of Gucci flip 
flops than it does 
to produce a pair of 
Adidas slides, then

the Gucci flip flops 
are twice as valua
ble as the Adidas 
slides, and the 
competitive price 
of the Gucci flip 
flops will be twice 
that of the Adidas 
slides. This is, of 
course, not how 
commodities are 
priced, (as the dis
paraging price dif
ference between 
actual Gucci flip 
flops and Adidas 
slides can demon
strate), but Marx 
extrapolated that 
this objectification 
of value could be 
applied to all com
modities, including 
the service a work
er sells to an em
ployer, which 
Marx referred to as 
“labor power.”

If the value of 
labor power is also 
determined by the 
number of hours of 
labor it takes to 
produce said labor 
power... well, that

means that the val
ue of a worker’s 
labor is equivalent 
to the number of 
labor hours it takes 
to produce a person 
fit for work — the 
number of labor 
hours it takes soci
ety to clothe, feed, 
and house a work
er. Essentially, a 
worker would be 
compensated for 
their labor with the 
bare minimum it 
takes to sustain 
their existence. To
day, as the prices 
of commodities 
rise and wages stay 
stagnant, we see 
that minimum 
wage workers are 
actually being paid 
less than this 
“living wage.” But 
even this “living 
wage” is only a 
fraction of the 
price of the com
modities the work
ers themselves pro
duce — their ex
cess labor value,

the value of the 
product that does 
not go into the 
worker’s wage, is 
pocketed by their 
employer as the 
commodity’s prof
it. To Marx, the 
fact that the work
ers were not being 
compensated in 
full for the com
modities they pro
duced was a great 
injustice.

This is a woe
fully brief synopsis 
of Marx’s ideas — 
ideas that scholars 
have devoted their 
entire lives to pick
ing apart. In the 
next issue, we will 
discuss Marx’s the
ory of historical 
materialism in 
more detail. But 
with the laconic of 
these ideas on pa
per, we may begin 
to do justice to a 
lasting thinker 
whose work is 
once again rising in 
popularity. 03
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Jurassic World Evolution 
Summer 2019:

Patches 1.8 & 1.9

Jurassic World Evolu
tion DLC Review: 
Claire’s Sanctuary

By Jake Gross
Welcome back 

to Jurassic World. 
As stated in the last 
article of the spring 
semester, there 
were a lot of 
changes planned 
for the summer. So 
let’s break some of 
it down.

From June 18 to 
August 27, Frontier 
Developments re
leased several mac
ro and micro
patches. While the 
micro-patches were 
primarily UI 
changes and bug 
fixes, Patch 1.8 
was the big sum
mer update. It re
leased a new paid 
DLC which will be

covered in its own 
review; but the real 
deal was the free 
content that every
one got immediate 
access to.

Starting off the 
list is one of the 
features people 
have been asking 
for since the game 
was released and 
even beforehand: 
Terrain Tools. 
While admittedly 
rudimentary there 
are now palettes for 
each island, so 
players an add dirt 
and rock to spruce 
up our exhibits’ 
ground. The maps 
that take place di
rectly on the shore
line; Isla Muerta/

Muerta East, the 
new island Sanctu
ary and of course 
Nublar; get the 
sand tool for a 
more beachy feel. 
Isla Pena has a 
completely unique 
brush in the form 
of shale. There are 
new shrubs that can 
be added to the is
lands, but unfortu
nately they erase 
all of the terrain 
palettes outside of 
sand that they’re 
placed in. We also 
got 11 new natural 
scenery items, 6 
rocks and 5 trees. 
The trees and rocks 
can be placed on 
land or in water as 
long as they’re not 
obstructed by any
thing; and come in 
a number of de
signs. c?g

By Jake Gross
As part of 

Patch 1.8, Frontier 
Developments re
leased a new piece 
of story DLC cam
paign for Jurassic 
World Evolution.
In this review, the 
DLC’s content as 
well as pros and 
cons will be exam
ined and if it’s 
worth the price.

To begin with, 
Claire’s Sanctuary 
presents an alter
nate outcome re
garding Fallen 
Kingdom. Instead 
of the eruption of 
the island’s volca
no, Mount Sibo, 
wiping out the ma
jority of the dino
saurs exempting 
the few captured by 
Eli Mills’ animal 
smugglers, the 
Hammond Founda
tion sends in Claire 
Dearing and the 
player in to see 
what can be done. 
The separate cam
paign starts off on 
a different section 
of Isla Nublar fur
ther to the north 
than the sandbox 
map, and has a 
dozen different 
species roaming 
around the U shape 
of the playable ar

ea. When the play
er arrives, they are 
made aware that 
the existing power 
grid is damaged, 
there is currently 
no Ranger station 
to repair it and eve
ry single dinosaur 
in the region is in
fected with an un
known respiratory 
malady due to 
proximity to Mount 
Sibo. While sta
tioned on Nublar 
North, the player 
needs to complete 
three main mis
sions as well as one 
photography con
tract. The region is 
subject to heavy 
storms and torna
does, along with 
the unique tectonic 
effect of shaking 
and rumbling 
caused by Sibo. At 
the end of the final 
mission once all of 
the dinosaurs are 
cured and the after
math of a tornado 
repaired, eight of 
the dinosaurs must 
be chosen to be 
relocated to Sanc
tuary Island. Ex
treme caution and 
forethought must 
be taken in choos
ing said dinosaurs; 
because for one the 
dinosaurs will

The three new dinosaurs added in Claire’s Sanctuary, Eu- 
oplocephalus (foreground), Ouranosaurus (eating from the 
midground feeder), and A Ibertosaums (background).
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A Jurassic Tour vehicle pulls up in front of Sanctuary Island's greenhouse

be received in stag
gered shipments 
and so required 
social minimums 
may not be 
reached, and for a 
second the Alber- 
tosaurus you have 
access to on Nublar 
North for one of 
the missions will 
not be available at 
all on Sanctuary.
So if you wish to 
have all of the new 
dinosaurs on Sanc
tuary, plan ahead. 
Once on Sanctuary, 
it’s essentially 
business as usual: 
build up your facil
ity, complete the 
missions and five 
star the island to 
get all of the re
wards. While there, 
the player has to 
research two new 
dinosaurs and a 
pair of new build
ings; the ankylo- 
saurid Enoploceph- 
alus, the iguano- 
dontid Oura- 
nosaunis, the pale
obotany-focused 
Greenhouse and 
the Jurassic Tour 
from the first Ju
rassic World. The 
greenhouse has a 
list of ten plants 
that can be grown 
in-house, each of 
these having their 
own benefits and 
detriments to cer
tain herbivore fam
ilies. Depending on 
the preference lev
el each dinosaur 
has for a specific 
plant, their lifestyle

and rating can be 
increased by 40% 
or decreased ac
cordingly. Unlike 
the standard 
ground, tall, meat, 
goat and the new 
fish feeders that 
automatically stock 
their food items, 
the new paleo feed
ers have to be man
ually selected with 
certain food items. 
After all of Sanctu
ary’s missions and 
five starring the 
island, the unlocka- 
bles from this cam
paign can be trans
ferred to every oth
er main story save. 
The Euoplo is un
locked on Muerta, 
the Greenhouse on 
Tacano, the Alber
to and Jurassic

Tour on Pena and 
the Ourano on Sor- 
na.

Now for the 
pros and cons side, 
there are a few ma
jor ones. The fact 
that Claire is a 
completely sepa
rate entity to the 
main campaign 
made it easier to 
complete. The 
problem with the 
previous story 
based DLC, The 
Secrets of Doctor 
Wu, is that it took 
place in the middle 
of the campaign 
and didn’t make it 
easy to progress. 
The second, third 
and fourth mission 
at the Tacano Re
search Facility is 
virtually impossi

ble to complete due 
to the fact that 
some of the neces
sary dinosaurs for 
the hybridizations 
aren’t accessible 
until the final is
land, along with 
the Indoraptor be
ing the final unlock 
for the Security 
division on Sorna. 
With the Onra- 
nosaurus, despite 
being a cousin of 
the fighting Igucin- 
odon, it is fodder to 
every single carni
vore. On Nublar 
North, there is an 
achievement to 
manually medicate 
every dinosaur, a 
tall order when 
there are over 50 
individuals on the 
map along with

several species that 
can outrun the 
Jeep. All the cam
paign maps exclud
ing sandbox, only 
one Greenhouse 
can be built which 
puts a strain on 
what herbivores 
get enhanced stats.

But overall, 
Claire’s Sanctuary 
is a welcome boost 
of life to Evolu
tion’s gameplay in 
more ways than 
one. It is currently 
available for 
around fifteen dol
lars on your play
ing platform. 03
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Tales of Travel: 
P a rt I

By Christian 
McGary

Hi, my name is 
Christian Xavier 
McGary. You 
might remember 
me from last year 
when I was writing 
about fashion. 
While fashion is 
important to me, I 
feel like travel has 
had much more of 
an impact in my 
life. Granted, I’ve 
traveled a lot— and 
with traveling to 
new places comes 
new experiences, 
and with new expe
riences comes new 
stories, and I have 
a LOT of stories. 
From almost 
drowning in the 
Dominican Repub
lic, to almost get
ting left in the 
snow in Vermont, 
to climbing a 
mountain in Ha
waii, to almost get
ting ran over in Ita
ly. It’s easy to see 
that I have a lot to 
share and I am de
lighted to do so.
So, let’s begin!
I want to start with 
my trip to Italy. My 
family and I flew 
there (11-hour 
plane ride!) and 
took a train to 
Rome. Here’s 
where our story 
starts. On the train

we were all suffer
ing from jet lag, so 
we all attempted to 
sleep. Granted, 
these are nice 
trains. Comfy seats, 
quiet, waitresses 
bringing us drink
ing and snacks— it 
was great. Things 
started to get won
ky when they asked 
us if we wanted 
espresso though. 
My family being 
the coffee maniacs 
they are, gleefully 
accepted. Now I 
want you to imag
ine this: think of a 
shot glass filled 
with engine oil. 
That’s Italian es
presso— one sip of 
that put me to sleep 
and had me wide 
awake at the same 
time.

After the train 
ride, we made it to 
Rome, where we 
had rented an 
apartment instead 
of going to a hotel. 
Rome was beauti
ful; the roads were 
all paved and clean, 
and the buildings 
were all old but 
still held up to to
day's standards as 
well as the overall 
aesthetic. There 
were a bunch of 
mom and pop res
taurants that served 
the best pizza you

could ever eat.
Trust me when I 
say this; you will 
never have the best 
pizza unless you go 
to Italy. It’s pizza 
in its purest form 
and it’s amazing. 
The bread is fresh, 
the fruits and vege
tables are ripe, lo
cally grown, and all 
natural, with no 
added chemicals 
and such because 
there’s no need 
(America could 
learn something!). 
One of the best 
things I was able to 
do in Rome was 
visit the legendary 
colosseum where 
warriors would test 
their might against 
each other in bat
tles to the death. 
Now it has a gift 
shop. Jokes aside, I 
was very impressed 
with how little Italy 
has touched it. 
Don’t get me 
wrong, it’s 100% a 
tourist spot. The 
gift shop was built 
into the colosseum, 
apparently they use 
the center of the 
historic building to 
host concerts (I 
could have sworn I 
saw a red solo cup 
down there), and 
you can clearly see 
some metal holding 
things up. Besides 
that, it still looks 
mostly untouched 
besides age, which 
is crazy because of 
how old it is.
Some other fantas

tic places I went to 
were the Vatican 
and the Si stine 
Chapel. For those 
who don’t know, 
the Sistine Chapel 
is a museum with 
an enormous col
lection of art from 
the Renaissance 
era. This includes 
paintings that tell 
the story of Jesus 
Christ, and statues 
and busts of fa
mous figures in 
Roman history.
The most important 
(and breathtaking) 
however, would be 
Michelangelo’s 
ceiling. It’s a huge 
painting of multiple 
scenes of the bible, 
including the crea
tion of Adam as 
well as when God 
separated light 
from dark. It was 
honestly stunning 
to see something 
like that. The 
whole museum is

just overwhelming, 
the importance of 
these paintings and 
other works of art 
make you feel so 
small. It felt like 
gravity was strong
er there. I also felt 
the same when I 
went to the home 
of the Pope. He 
didn’t make an ap
pearance, but I was 
able to get cross 
which is blessed by 
the holy nuns of the 
church. I cannot 
say much about the 
Vatican because 
you are not allowed 
to go inside it. It’s 
guarded by men in 
orange and purple 
garb armed with 
spears (I’m not kid
ding).

There is so much 
more I could tell 
you about Italy, but 
sadly I’m about to 
go over the word 
limit. See you next 
time! 03
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Unsolved: The Lava Lake Murders
By Noah 
Alexander

The dawn 
creeps above the 
horizon as the 
spring birds begin 
to chirp, and the 
Oregon evergreens 
hide the landscape 
with shadows as 
the melted snow 
begins to show 
what winter has 
tried so hard to 
hide. The view of a 
lakeside cabin and 
a shed remain un
disturbed with the 
shed door swinging 
open. The scream 
of a wife turned 
widow as the man 
she once knew is 
now staring back at 
her from the lake, 
glasses on, eyes 
open. Murdered.

According to 
Tyler Wilford, a 
history blogger 
from theore- 
gonlife.com, Roy 
Wilson and Dewey 
Morris were, 
“Loggers for the 
Brooks-Scanlon 
Company” 
(Wilford) trying to 
take an impromptu 
vacation to a trap
ping cabin in The 
Deschutes National 
Forest, near Little 
Lava Lake in the 
winter of 1923-24 
with Ed Nickols. 
During the winter, 
Nickols would be

come the caretaker 
of the lakeside cab
in which was, 
“Owned by Edward 
F. Logan”
(Wilford). In the 
fall, Nichols 
claimed that he, 
“Feared what 
would happen if a 
man by the name of 
Char les Kimzey 
would show 
up” (Wilford). Af
ter the reluctant 
negotiation, the two 
men agreed.

The winter in 
the Oregon back- 
country would re
main a mystery as 
there are no ac
counts of what 
went on in the ere
mitic cabin. When 
spring came home 
and the three men 
didn’t, the wives 
and friends traveled 
to the cabin to only 
find a, “Blood 
stained ham
mer” (Wilford) in 
the Shed, blood in a 
patch of snow, hair 
hidden in the slush, 
and a hole that, ’had 
been cut in the ice” 
(Wilford).

The bodies were 
retrieved,
“Wrapped in mus
lin” and,
“fiendishly butch
ered” (Wilford) in 
April 1924. Claude 
McCauley, who 
wrote about the

murder in detail 
accounted, “Ed 
Nichols, still had 
his glasses on, the 
ones he used for 
reading. A shotgim, 
fired at close range, 
had carried away 
the lower part of 
his right jaw and 
part of his chest. A 
watch in his coat 
pocket had stopped 
at ten minutes after 
nine. Roy Wilson’s 
right shoulder had 
been almost entire
ly shot away by a 
charge of shot, and 
there was a bullet 
behind his right ear. 
Dewey Morris had 
been wounded in 
the left elbow by a 
charge of a shot 
and a hole a little 
larger than a silver 
dollar had been 
crushed through his 
skull at the back of 
his right ear.”

There was only 
one suspect 
throughout the en
tire case, an ever 
elusive man by the 
name of Charles 
Hyde Kimzey, In 
Melany Tupper’s, 
The Trapper Mur
ders, she devises 
multiple compel
ling theories on the 
comiections with 
Kimzey, but I think 
that there’s more 
that we aren’t look
ing at.

According to 
Claude, Ed Nichols 
was shot in the 
lower left jaw and 
chest, during this 
time multiple peo
ple had easy access 
to weapons, espe
cially hunting 
weapons like shot
guns. To be able to 
be shot from the 
front at point blank 
range, he realisti
cally would have 
known this attack
er. The only person 
who would have 
known about his 
whereabouts are his 
family and Kimzey, 
who he feared 
would pay him a 
visit, Roy Wilson 
was shot in the 
shoulder, which 
illustrates to me 
that he must’ve 
been facing away 
from the killer, this 
immediately signi
fies that he was 
running away, and 
was killed while 
trying to escape.

But that still leaves 
Morris, who had 
been shot in the left 
elbow and had his 
skull crushed. May
be, Morris had a 
chance to escape, 
but didn’t make it 
far because of the 
blood, cold, and 
presumably dark 
conditions he 
set foot into. After 
either being blind
sided or incapaci
tated, the hammer 
would’ve been used 
to finally kill him, 
considering it is the 
appropriate shape 
for his wound, ac
companied by the 
blood. The Lava 
Lake Murders will 
be forever sealed in 
the harsh Oregon 
winter of 1923 as 
the case hasn’t 
been reopened for 
investigation, leav
ing this murder: 
Unsolved, c#
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I Tried Thrifting and This 
is What Happened

By Sarah Hill
Fast fashion is 

killing the earth. 
This isn’t what self 
proclaimed fashion 
icons like myself 
want to hear, but 
it’s true. Polyester 
clothing can take 
200 years to break 
down in landfills, 
and synthetic cloth
ing contributes to 
85% of plastic pol
lution in the oceans 
(Simpson).

For those who 
don't know, fast 
fashion is the capi
talist structure of 
selling "cheaply" 
made clothes for 
relatively inexpen
sive prices com
pared to the re
sources used to 
produce them. 
Companies like 
Target, Forever 21, 
H&M, and many, 
many more make 
money off this in
dustry.

Most of these 
companies insuffi
ciently pay workers 
and overuse finite 
resources just to 
get products sold 
(Simpson). And the 
idea of trends 
changing every 
week, compelling 
consumers to buy 
more, definitely 
doesn’t help the 
situation. Obvious

ly fast fashion is an 
insane environmen
tal issue, but what 
is the solution?

One crafty trend 
aiming to solve this 
problem is 
“thrifting. ” Person
ally I define it as 
the art of restyling 
older, used clothing 
to fit your own 
style. And I just 
had to try it. The 
process is fairly 
simple: buy used 
clothes from a 
thrift store (or use 
hand-me-downs); 
cut, sew, decorate, 
or whatever else to 
make it fit your 
style; and finally, 
strut your stuff and 
show it off!

My first step was 
taking a trip down 
to my local thrift 
store. I bought six 
shirts from The 
Salvation Army for 
about $20, so on 
average each was 
$3.33. Before pur
chasing, I looked 
over them to make 
sure none of them 
were stained or 
torn. I also tried to 
find simple and 
plain shirts so I 
could do more in 
terms of decorat
ing.

Next I foraged 
through my house 
to find sewing sup

plies. I gathered my 
very dusty home 
sewing box and my 
mom’s even dustier 
sewing machine 
from the 90’s. Af
ter watching some 
sewing tutorials 
and setting up sta
tion, I got to work.

I cut a long 
sleeved red sweater 
with sparkly trim 
into a short sleeved 
crop top, pinned a 
hem, and started on 
the actual sewing. 
Now, I don’t know 
why I was sur
prised when this 
machine that is old
er than me stopped 
working about 30 
seconds after start
ing it, but it did. I 
had the face the 
music—I needed to 
invest in a new 
sewing machine.

I went to the 
store and bought 
one with good re
views that seemed 
reliable, which cost 
$75. While buying 
this, I also bought a 
fabric cutter and a 
short zipper to add 
to one of the shirts. 
These added anoth
er $8 to the cost. At 
this point the col
lective cost for the 
project of remaking 
six shirts was about 
$103, bumping the 
cost per shirt to be

$17.17. Consider
ing this includes 
the cost of the sew
ing machine, which 
will be used for 
many more pro
jects, this is a pret
ty good cost.

After setting up 
the new machine 
and watching nu
merous YouTube 
tutorials on how to 
hem a shirt, I got 
started again. With 
all things consid
ered—including 
the fact that I have
n’t used a sewing 
machine since 6th 
grade—the first 
shirt turned out 
okay.

The hems were 
more even than I 
expected and it’s of 
wearable quality. 
After more practice 
and tutorials, things 
got easier and 
turned out better.
To add some flare,
I used my secret 
skill of embroidery. 
Just adding some 
little flowers and 
embellishments 
really transformed 
the pieces for me.

Although it takes 
time and effort, 
thrifting can be a 
really fun experi
ence. Aside from 
some investments, 
it’s not only cheap
er but better for our 
dying planet. For 
me, it’s certainly 
hard to give up fast 
fashion, but this 
just might be the 
way.

And if you’re 
someone who 
might not have the 
time or patience to 
transform your own 
thrift store finds, 
there are numerous 
resources for you 
to find discounted 
and cute used 
clothing. From 
consignment shops 
like Plato’s Closet 
to online thrift 
stores like thredUP 
to even just a treas
ure hunt in a Salva
tion Army, there 
are many ways for 
you to make your 
wardrobe more sus
tainable. 03
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The Most Marvelous Marsupial in
America

By Maria Smith

Scientific 
Classification 

Common Name:
Virginia opossum 
or common opos
sum
Kingdom:

Animalia
Phylum:

Chordata
Class:

Mammalia 
Genus Species:
Didelphis (two 
wombs) virginiana 
(originating from 
Virginia)

This beautiful 
creature is the 
common Virginia 
Opossum. The 
Opossum has been 
around for about 
70 million years 
and is North Amer

ica’s only marsupi
al! You can find 
the opossum in 
most of the United 
States, though they 
tend to prefer wet 
areas such as 
marshes and 
swamps. They 
grow to about the 
size of a large 
housecat, with a 
coat that ranges in 
color from black to 
grey and tipped 
with white guard 
hairs. Their bicycle 
seat shaped head is 
mostly white, with 
an adorable pink 
nose. Their tail has 
adapted for grasp
ing and wrapping 
around tree limbs, 
and contrary to 
popular belief, they 
are unable to sleep 
while hanging up

side down. They 
can only hang from 
their tails for a 
short amount of 
time.

The most well- 
known feature of 
the Virginia opos
sum is their ability 
to play dead. And 
boy-oh-boy are 
they good at play
ing dead. Their 
bodies go limp, 
they begin to 
drool, and their 
eyes stare blankly 
ahead. They even 
produce a foul
smelling odor from 
their anal glands, 
making it seem as 
if they have begun 
to decay. This Os
car winning perfor
mance is due to the 
fact that they’re 
not exactly acting.

More specifically, 
they don’t have 
control over how 
or why they play 
dead. It’s an invol
untary reaction 
caused by the 
stress from a con
frontation. The 
shock causes them 
to seize and fall to 
the ground. These 
clever adaptations 
will deter most 
predators from 
making them into a 
meal. After all, 
who wants to eat 
the smelly dead 
thing?

The opossum 
itself, however, 
will eat just about 
anything. This 
hungry omnivore 
will munch on 
plants, small ani
mals, garbage— 
even roadkill. As a 
matter of fact, the 
reason you find so 
many opossums 
run over by cars is 
because they were 
looking for food in 
the middle of the 
road. They also eat 
many of the ticks 
that attach to them, 
and the National 
Wildlife Federa
tion reports that 
one opossum will 
consume about 
5,000 ticks per sea
son! In this way, 
they contribute 
heavily to control
ling the spread of 
lyme disease.

Opossums are 
also resistant to 
rabies! Opossums

have a lower body 
temperature than 
most other animals 
that populate North 
America, and, as 
such, their bodies 
aren’t a suitable 
environment for 
the virus. And if 
that didn’t amaze 
you, hold on to 
your hats! Opos
sums are also im
mune to most 
snake venoms! 
Opossums don’t 
see snakes as a 
danger—they see 
them as a dinner! 
With the exception 
of the coral snake, 
opossums will reg
ularly snack on any 
snakes they find.

Even after all of 
this, we haven’t 
been through half 
of the Virginia 
Opossums traits 
and attributes. It 
just goes to show 
that even the most 
common creature, 
the ones we over
look and take for 
granted, can often 
be the most spe
cial. For my part
ing words, I en
courage you to go 
out for yourself 
and find even more 
facts about this 
wonderful crea
ture! Have fun ex
ploring! cs
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Upcoming Events
Sep 10th
Ultimate 
Frisbee 

8pm- Gym

TalkTuesday 12:15pm 
Diversity Center

11th
9/11

Remembrance 
8:46am- Flagpoles

Basketball 7pm- Gym

12th
Success is a Lifestyle 

w/ Josue JQ Quinones 
12:15pm-TL 

National Suicide Pre
vention Awareness 
6pm-lst Floor Perry

13th
3-on-3 Basketball 

Tournament 8pm- 
Gym

Outdoor Movie: Fri
day the 13th 

8pm- outside

14th
WSOC vs. Hudson 

Valley
2pm- Turf Field 

MSOC—4pm

15th
Home Run Derby 

5pm-Softball Field

16th
FallFest Giveaway 

8:30am-SL 
Fall Fest Spelling Bee 

12:30pm- KL 
Just Dance Competition 

7pm-3rd Floor 
Perry

17th
Smart Methods to Note 

Taking Table (TRIO) 
12pm-KL

WSOC vs. Onondaga 
3pm- Turf Field 

MSOC 5pm

18th
Spoken Word- Frank 

Brody 12pm- KL

Singing w/ Bronwyn 
8pm- 3rd Floor 

Perry

19th
International Food 
Expo 12:30pm- KL 

Fitness Thursday w/ 
Dan 7pm- Fitness 

Center
Open Gym 8pm- 

Gym

20th 21st 22nd 23rd 24th
Laser Tag 7pm- 1st WSOC vs. Jamestown 

Floor Perry 12pm-Turf Field
MSOC 2pm

Spikeball 8pm- Gym Perry Hall Cinema 
"Sextuplets" 8pm- 3rd 

Floor Perry

25th 26th

26th 27th

SL: Student Life TL: Triangle Lounge 

KL: Kelly Lounge
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