
Faculty Assembly Minutes 4/25/2019 

Kunsela A-129 

 
Linda Weber, Chair 

 
1. Approval of the Agenda -  Approved. 

 
2. Approval of the Minutes from March 28, 2019 - Approved. 

 
3. Moment of Silence for Nursing Emeritus Carole Torok Huxtable, Ph.D.  a long-term 

colleague who recently passed away.   

 
4. Notice Given - Changes to the FA Bylaws must be announced at a regularly scheduled 

meeting for voting to occur with two weeks notice at the next regularly scheduled 

meeting.  The changes announced are attached, below. 

 
5. Motion from the Distance Learning Committee for the FA to endorse: “We recommend 

that the marketing Communications Department of SUNY Polytechnic Institute 

include the SARA logo in communications regarding online programs to potential 

applicants”. Vote carries, motion passed. 

   

  Context -   

  SUNY Polytechnic Institute was recently admitted as member of the SARA (State 

  Authorization Reciprocity Agreement) consortium. The National Council for  

  SARA (https://www.nc-sara.org/) oversees "best practices in postsecondary  

  distance education". The SARA logo is intended to  serve as an additional   

  indicator of the quality of distance learning programs offered by the SUNY  

  Polytechnic Institute and thereby promote those programs among out-of-state  

  applicants. 

 
6. Motion from the Distance Learning Committee : "We recommend that the Information 

Technology Department implement a status page accessible on the main website 

of SUNY Polytechnic Institute for the following critical systems: BlackBoard, 

Email, Banner, Off-campus Internet access, Respondus and include the following 

items of information: Name of service, on/off, optional comments.” Vote carries, 

motion passed.  

   

  Context - 

  There is currently no consistent and reliable process to notify faculty, staff and  

  students about the status of critical information technology resources when they  

  are not available. For example, a recent nine hour outage of BlackBoard in early  

  February 2019 could not be communicated to faculty and students via any   

  medium outside of BlackBoard itself (which was not functioning). A simple IT  

  system notification page, similar to the page that shows canceled classes, will  

  serve as a resource for students to check the current status of an information  

  technology resource. 

https://www.nc-sara.org/


 
7. Straw Poll on the Future Structure of the Faculty Assembly.    Discussion limited to 15 

minutes.  The FA Structure and Function Sub-committee of the Executive 

Committee moves the following: "We recommend the movement of the structure 

of the Faculty Assembly away from a body of the whole toward a hybrid model, 

namely a senate structure with a “trigger” for a full assembly meeting.  In order to 

be enacted, the particular hybrid structure developed must be supported by a ⅔ 

vote of those voting as indicated in the FA bylaws concerning amending the 

bylaws .” We do not want to work on developing an alternative model unless 

there is strong sentiment in favor of doing so, so as not to waste people’s’ time.” 

The motion passes 27-14-1 (abstention).  

 
8. Elections: 

a)  Secretary: Adam McClain 2019-2021. (As Adam started in the middle of Russ 

Kahn’s term, he is be able to serve a third term from 2021-2023.)   

b) Curriculum: Francia Reed Elected 2019-2021 

c) Academic Affairs: No nominees.  We will revisit this and elected a chair at the 

August meeting of the Faculty Assembly.  

d) Personnel: Maarten Heyboer is stepping down in the middle of his two year 

term.  Zora Thomova elected for 2019-2020 for 1 year only, to complete 

Maarten’s term 

e) Planning and Budgeting: Tim Busch is elected 2019-2021. 

 
6. Motion - To approve UFS Bylaws Change Passed unanimously. 

 
7. Senator Elections: Carlie Phipps for 2019-2022 (3 year term)~ ballots will be counted 

with those from CNSE to determine winner, but Carlie is running uncontested and 

won the Utica site vote unanimously.  

 
8. Committee Reports 

Technology Committee: We now have a website via the Technology page where 

it             is possible to check what technology is available in what lab.  

 
Meeting adjourned.  

Respectfully Submitted, Adam McLain,  

Secretary   



Appendix - FA Proposed Amendments to the Bylaws 

 
To be voted on at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Faculty Assembly:   

 

By-Laws Proposed Amendment 1 

 

Add to Article 3, IV. Voting, the following 

 

D.  If there is only one candidate for any elected position, whether that be as Officer or Member 
of the Executive Committee or Chair or Member of the Standing Committees, and so on, and if 
there is no objection from the floor, the Faculty Assembly authorizes the Vice 
President/Secretary to cast a single ballot for that candidate.  

 

 

The existing Article 3, IV  

A. Each member of the Assembly shall have one vote. 

B. Unless otherwise specified in these Bylaws, decisions of the Assembly, including  

election of officers, shall be taken upon a majority of those present and voting. 

C. Election of officers shall be by secret ballot. 

 

 

By-Laws Proposed Amendment 2 

 

Change the description of a standing committee to the following: 

 

III. G. The Information Technology Committee shall have the following duties and responsibilities: 

1.)    To review policy, procedures and make recommendations with respect to the technological 

infrastructure, including, but not limited to computer hardware, network, cybersecurity, servers, 

licensed services and software.  

2.)    Collaborate with the IT infrastructure of SUNY Polytechnic Institute. 

The existing description: 

III. G. The Technology Committee shall have the following duties and responsibilities:  

to review and make recommendations with respect to the technological infrastructure, 

including, but not limited to computing, distance learning, and presentation systems, 

and policies and procedures associated with the use of technology in the institution’s 

educational program. 

 

 

(Primary changes – to remove distance learning and to add “Information”  as a descriptor.) 

 


