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Introduction:
Researchers have examined the harmful negative effects that offspring are 
faced with when raised in an environment where drugs and or alcohol are 
abused by their parents (Bancroft & Wilson, 2007). 

The current study will investigate how children manifest these experiences, how 
they add to their character, and decision making when it comes to substance 
use. 

Hypothesis:
If individuals were raised in an environment where drugs and alcohol were 
abused by a parent, then they are less likely to engage in drug and alcohol 
abuse in the future than those who were not. 

Methods:
Participants in the experimental group will be volunteer patients enrolled in a 
12-step residential addiction program (total n = 30) and one of their offspring 
(total n = 30).

The control group will be made up of employees at the addiction program that 
have no prior history to substance abuse (total n = 30) along with their one 
biological child (total n=30).

We will be testing offspring (ages 13-19) through a ten-question survey to 
measure the prior history and engagement of drug use. 

Ten years later the offspring will be administered the same survey and results 
will be compared across families, as well as relating past behaviors to new ones 
reported by participants.

Survey questions will be assessed using a 5-point Likert-type scale (1 = never to 
5 = everyday).

Expected Results:

Conclusions:
Results indicate that coming from an environment where substance abuse 
was an issue may persuade offspring to steer away from these types of 
negative behaviors later in life.

Counter to predictions, in adolescent years offspring of substance abusers 
reported higher levels of drug usage compared to offspring of non-
substance abusers. These results suggest that demographics and biological 
vulnerability may be factors that contribute to decision making.
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