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Wilcox, FM student, covers 
President Obama’s visit to HVCC

People lined up inside and 
outside of the Albany Airport 
terminal with signs and cam-
eras as they tryed to catch a 
glimpse of President Barack 
Obama’s arrival last Monday.

Moments before the clock 
struck 11 a.m., police offi cers 
and sheriff deputies raced up 
and down the airstrip making 
sure all was clear.  

Snipers were hoisted on 
trucks above the ground to 

scan the roof tops of surround-
ing buildings. Secret Service 
members sat patiently in their 
all black Cadillac Escalades 
waiting for further notice.  

An awkward silence swept 
over the crowd as if time had 
stood still, everyone looked to 
the east as the plane was spot-
ted over the tops of the trees far 
in the distance. 

The sound of powerful 
jet engines was unmistak-
able when the building began 
to rumble as the plane grew 
closer. Vibrations heightened 
and so did the anticipation.

The crowd scrambled to 
get as close as possible to the 
windows and security lines.  

When the plane was in 
clear view, the crowd cheered 
and clapped as the commander 
and chief of this country landed 
at New York’s capital city. 

As the plane turned around 
on the run way, all that could be 
heard from the crowd were the 

remarks of the elegant fl ight of 
Air Force 1.  

Air Force 1 was an incred-
ible sight to see. From this sym-
bol of power, President Obama 
walked into the wind and waved 
to the large crowd of people 
cheering from the terminal. It 
was a uniting feeling to see all 
the people on the sidewalk wav-
ing and smiling. 

Obama was greeted by 
Governor Patterson with a hand 
shake and a quick picture for the 
press.  Then he was off to his 
next destination. 

Obama was escorted into 
the limo by the Secret Service 
and a 20-car motorcade closely 
followed to Hudson Valley 
Community College.

 
I walked around the airport 

terminal looking for groups of 
people to interview for my 
work at Fox23 News.  

Many people I talked with 
at the airport expressed a simi-
lar statement, “It was a once in 
a lifetime event. History was 
made in Albany today.” 

Michele Masse, a young 
woman, who was traveling 
home to Florida that afternoon, 
was amazed to see the event.  
She said, “The excitement and 
pride were overwhelming.”  

Fox23 News reporter Tori 
Wells and I drove around the 
airport, people looked for the 
best spot to see the President’s 
departure. 

Police set up tape to keep 
spectators from getting too 
close.  So, people got creative, 
setting up chairs, standing on 
cars. They did anything to catch 
a glimpse.   

An awkward silence again 
fell around the airport when 
the clock stuck 12:30 p.m.  
The president had fi nished his 
speech and was on his way 
back to the airport. 

All traffic was stopped 
from getting in and out of the 
airport by police. 

In the FOX23 car, we snuck 
out of the economy lot and just 
made it to the terminal before 
the police gave the last wave, 
and all traffi c signals froze.  

A single helicopter peaked 
over the tree tops to scan the 
sky for movement, and the 
snipers were again hoisted to 
scan the roof tops. 

Wells and I jumped out of 
the car with cameras in-hand, 
but realized that we were stuck 
on the grass and could not get 
any closer. However, we still 
had a close shot of the plane.  

The rumbling of motor-
cycles echoed in the distance, 
and the crowd began to cheer 
as the motorcade made its way 
back onto the airstrip. 

The president’s  l imo 
stopped in front of AF1.  The 
united crowd cheered as Presi-
dent Obama ran up the steps 
to the plane; he turned and 
waved good-bye to the people 
of Albany.   

Smiling, the President en-
tered the plane and was off to 
New York City.  The crowd 
waved and cheered saying 
goodbye to an historic mo-
ment.

Jamal Asmawadi made 
a long trip to be here at the 
college.

Asmawadi did not know he 
was going to come to the U.S. 

for college. His host father told 
him to go to the U.S. for school-
ing after he was done with high 
school. When Asmawadi went 
to high school he would leave 
his home island and take a 40 
minute boat ride every week to 
the main island and then return 
on the weekend home.

Asmawadi comes from 
the very small island of Gili 
Trawangan.  His island is only 

six miles around and is in the 
chain of islands of Indonesia. 

Horses and wagons are the 
primary means of transporta-
tion on the island; there are no 
cars or motorcycles.

A person from Asmawadi’s 
island makes about 200 dollars 
a month, and the trip from his 
home town to here at FM is 
over 9,000 miles.

When Asmawadi came to 
the U.S. he had to take the high 
school tests that were required 
in New York to pass high 
school before he was able to 
come to FM for schooling.

While Asmawadi is here 
at FM he is taking General 
Studies and hopes to become 
an English Teacher, guide, or 

a manger of a hotel. 
He has been at FM since 

the fall semester of 2007. Now 
Asmawadi practices English 
frequently to become a teache.r 
and to increase his own verbal 
skills. “I really enjoy FM, I 
wish that FM was a four year 
school so I could stay and get a 
bachelors degree,” he said. 

Asmawadi is planning to 
transfer in one or two semes-
ters to Paul Smiths College for 
their RATE Program. RATE 
or RECREATION, ADVEN-
TURE TRAVEL, AND ECO-
TOURISM will help Asmawa-
di realize his goal becoming a  
hotel manger.

Asmawadi comes 
from the very 
small island of 

Gili Trawangan, 
Indonesia.

Jamal Asmawadi comes to FM

“Now, you may ask, why are we here at 
Hudson Valley? We’re here because this 
is a place where anyone with the desire 
to take their career to a new level or start 
a new career altogether has the opportu-
nity to pursue that dream.  This is a place 
where people of all ages and backgrounds 
-- even in the face of obstacles, even in the 
face of very diffi cult personal challenges 
-- can take a chance on a brighter future for 
themselves and for their family.”

Picture provided by HVCC, press release provided 
by the White House.

An awkward 
silence swept over 

the crowd as if time 
had stood still, 

everyone looked to 
the east as the plane 

was spotted over 
the tops of the trees 
far in the distance. 

...President Obama 
walked into the wind 
and waved to the 
large crowd of peo-
ple cheering from 
the terminal.

“It was a once in a 
lifetime event. His-
tory was made in 
Albany today.” 

Stephanie Wilcox

By: Stephanie Wilcox

By: Cody Setzer

ANNOUNCEMENT:
A master clock system 
has been established 

on campus with 
synchronized clocks 

being installed in every 
room. The clocks are 
controlled by radio 

frequency. 

Jamal Asmawadi
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. . .OK, and what about 
birth control?

. . . I use LITTAUER. 
They are up on the latest, 

they are support i ve, 
accept FM’s insurance 
and, most important ly, 
they are conf ident ial .

Meeting all your healthcare needs,
conveniently and confidentially.

L I T T A U E R

Complete healthcare information for EVERYONE atwww.nlh.org
Call —773-5729— the Women’s Health Line

Recently students attended the Con-
stitution Day seminar in the Lounge in 
the College Union. 

This seminar was held in honor of 
our founding fathers, who signed the 
U.S. Constitution in Philadelphia on 
September 17, 1787.

The First Amendment to the Bill of 
Rights reads:

“Congress shall make no law re-
specting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; 
or abridging the freedom of speech, or 
of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the Government for a redress of griev-
ances.”

At the Constitution Day seminar 
many students and faculty discussed this 
amendment to the Constitution and what 
the document meant to them. 

A survey was taken by students in 
speech and mass media classes about 
their knowledge of the First Amend-
ment.

By: Kelly Geraghty

Sixty-seven students were sur-
veyed 

Question 1: The First Amendment 
to the US Constitution guarantees the 
right to freedom of speech. It also 
protects four other freedoms, or civil 
liberties. How many of those four can 
you name?

Seven students answered correctly: 
religion, press; the right to assemble, 
and to petition the government.

Question 2: Should the freedom to 
worship as one chooses extend to all 
religious groups, regardless of how ex-
treme they might be? Yes 37. No 30.

Question 3: Should protests be 
permitted during a funeral procession? 
Yes 14. No 53.

Question 4: Should public school 
students be permitted to wear T-shirts 
with slogans that might offend some 
people? Yes 36.  No 31.

Question #5:
Does the press have too much free-

dom? Yes 35. No 33.

FM holdsConstitution Day

Quiñones elected vice president, eboard seated

   By: Kailie Gray 

Student Government Association 
Senate members approved the appoint-
ment of newly-elected offi cers to the 
SGA executive board at this month’s 
SGA senate meeting. 

The vacancies arose after last 
spring’s election when several offi cers 
resigned.

Jeremy Posluzny was elected as 
president, Jamila Page as freshman sen-
ator, and Mandy Lawton as secretary.

With the appointment of Posluzny 
to SGA president, the vice president 
position became vacant. The Senate 
elected from its membership. 

Bert Lyons, Vince Brooker, and 
Dave Quioñones each nominated 
themselves for the position and had an 
opportunity to address the Senate and 
explain why they were right for the job. 
Both Lyons and Quionones spoke about 
their qualifi cations while Brooker chose 
not to address the Senate.

After the nominees spoke, each 
senate member cast a secret ballet vote; 
Quionones had won and now would 
represent students as the newly-elected 
vice president.

Next, the Director of Public Safety, 
Mark Pierce informed Senate members 
of newly-installed security systems 
around campus.

“This summer FM poured resources 
into promoting safety on campus,” 
Pierce stated. “There is a camera in-
stalled on pretty much every fl oor in 
every building.”

Pierce also talked about the in-
stallation of the Emergency Notifi ca-
tion System, or ENS, that consists of 
public address speakers being placed 
throughout each building in nearly all 
classrooms.

The ENS delivers consistent mes-
sages during emergencies to all FM stu-
dents and faculty. The exterior speakers 
are even confi gured at a decibel level 
high enough to cover a one-mile radius, 
so students in the parking lots are also 
sure to hear them.

In other new business, there was a 
motion passed to reinstate a constitu-

tional review committee which would 
focus on getting the SGA Constitution 
updated so that it could be amended, 
passed, and instituted.

Last year the review committee 
spent a lot of time revising the constitu-
tion, however, the amendments were not 
passed by Senate members.

After the committee was reinstated, 
there was a call for volunteers. For-
rest Ferguson, Stephanie Jones, Mi-
chael Wilder, James Hart and Michael 
O’Conner, each volunteered for the 
committee and all ebaord members are 
also part of the committee.

Next on the agenda was the approval 
of the service stipend policy. Student 
representatives to college committees 
receive a stipend for the work they per-
form as appointed members. 

FM President Swanger addressed 
the Senate about the importance of col-
lege-wide committee volunteers. “It’s 
important to have student voices on 
these committees,’ stated Swanger. “You 
have the same vote as faculty, staff and 
administration.”

There are current openings on vari-
ous committees like the Institutional Ad-
vancement Committee. Any interested 
students should see Swanger for more 
information.

The next topic of discussion was 
the budget and requests for funds. Ac-
cording to Erin Henry, the current SGA 
treasurer, there is a $50,000 CD set to 
mature on September 29. 

The former Cheerleading club had 
been deactivated last semester and was 

looking for reinstatement and funds at 
this month’s meeting. Olivia Davidson 
was representing the club and passion-
ately addressed senate members with 
her plea to reinstate the organization.

“There are no pep rally’s…no 
school spirit…people don’t even know 
what the school mascot is,” exclaimed 
Davidson. 

She also went on to request $1000 
for the purchase of new uniforms. 

After her emotionally charged 
speech to the Senate, the club was re-
instated by a majority vote. However, 
there is recent discussion over whether 
they can operate as a normal club since 
it has no representative advisor.

The Martial Arts for Civic Engage-
ment club was also seeking funds. 
MACE representative Hart addressed 
the Senate and asked for $1,200 that 
would cover necessary equipment costs 

like kick shields: $900 for the fall semes-
ter and $300 for the spring semester.

MACE was a newly-instated club as 
of last semester and had no budget.

Senate members raised some con-
cern over the amount and questioned 
why MACE needed so much money 
each semester when other clubs received 
considerably less. It was later explained 
that this would be an initial request and 
would not dictate budget requirements 
for every fi scal school year.

A majority vote passed the request 
for $1,200 from the SGA reserves.

There was a motion for a new mi-
crowave in the cafeteria for student use. 
There was no discussion and the motion 
passed.

Next meeting is set for 12:30 to 
2 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 8, in the Large 
Lounge, across from the cafeteria, in the 
College Union.

“This summer FM poured 
resources into promoting 
safety on campus...There 
is a camera installed on 
pretty much every floor in 
every building.”
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By: Levi Pascher

By: Tyler Rush
Life is chaotic, to say the least.  

Between work, classes, homework and 
juggling the responsibilities that each 
entail, it can be diffi cult for students to 
fi nd time to enjoy themselves.  

Schedules become monotonous and 
breaking the norm is a breath of fresh 
air.   As Jack Torrance once wrote, “all 
work and no play makes Jack a dull 
boy.” So let’s take a look at what is 
going on around the capital region this 
week:

Wednesday, Sept. 30: Senses Fail, 
A Skylit Drive, Closure in Moscow, and 
Fact will perform at Northern Lights. 
Tickets are $15 in advance, $17 at the 
door.  Doors open at 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 1: Trace Adkins 
with very special guest Julianne Hough 
will put on a show at the Turning Stone 
Casino.  Tickets are $65.  The show 
starts at 8 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 2:  The Palace Theater 
in Albany will host comedian Jerry 
Seinfeld.  Seinfeld is considered to be 
one of the best comedians of our time.  
This show is a must for fans of stand-up 

Area Entertainment
comedy.  Tickets range from $47-$77. 
The show starts at 7 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 3: Ghostface Killah, 
Fashawn, Sev Statik, Dezmatic, Rits 
Krack, Capitol P, and Island Boy will all 
show off their talent at Northern Lights.  
Ghostface Killah was an original mem-
ber of the Wu-Tang Clan.  It is unclear 
whether their will be guest appearances 
from the other members, but the show 
will be excellent either way.  Tickets are 
$15 in advance, $17 at the door.  The 
doors open at 7 p.m.

Meltdown will perform at Jillian’s 
of Albany at 10:30 p.m.  The fi ve piece 
rock band plays 80’s favorites and some 
original songs.  

The Sand Bar Restaurant & Marina 
will feature Bad Penny. The band, which 
got together fairly recently, plays classic 
and new age rock.  

Their set list will include Alice in 
Chains, Theory of a Deadman, Rage 
Against the Machine, AC/DC, and the 
Who.  No matter your preference, Bad 
Penny will surely play something for 
everyone.  There is a $5 cover charge.

CLUB NEWS
MACE sold popcorn to benefit 

those effected by cancer. 
Students of the World Club held 

its fi rst meeting recently. Thirty-seven 
students attended the meeting. The Club 
Offi cers elected were:

Co-Senators: Sabrina Ma and Sean 
Kim, President: Evan Cho, Co-Vice 
Presidents: Josh Na and Sonja Lee, 
Treasurer: Jae Chung, Co-Secretaries: 
Risa Ando and Nonoka Kimura

Mum’s the word!  (Not really)  The 
Peer Tutoring Club held its Fall Mum 
fundraiser.  

For those who would prefer to visit 
Coyote Hill Farms and make individual 
selections,  the club is offering coupons 

The annual Red Cross Blood Drive 
sponsored by Rotaract and the ABLE 
clubs cane back to the FMCC campus 
this semester, with new goals and even 
better rewards. 

The Blood Drive was held Tuesday, 
Sept. 29, in the large lounge of the Col-
lege Union. 

Donating blood at FM also helps 
students pay for college. The Red Cross 
offers a scholarship for a certain number 
of pints donated pending on the size of 
the college. 

It is possible for FM to receive 
$2000 to award to a student. The only 

way to be eligible for this scholarship is 
to donate, work the drives, or both.

Blood is always needed and often 
in limited supply, which is exactly why 
the Red Cross needs you to contribute. 
“One donation can save as many as three 
lives,” said Darcelle Winchell, a drive 
coordinator. 

The blood donated is vital for 
today’s emergencies and operations.

Giving blood only takes about 45 
minutes and saves hundreds of lives, 
so take an opportunity at FM to make 
a difference in someone’s life and in 
your wallet! 

which will provide a $5 discount off a 
$25 purchase.  

The coupons will sell for $3 each 
and are available from tutors or by con-
tacting Bill Lomanto, Colleen Sanders 
or Ellie Fosmire. The coupons will be 
available through October 2.

The Communications Club mem-
bers write, edit and publish the bimonth-
ly FMCC Gateway. 

The students also produce the live 
TV newscast broadcast from the media 
center the second and fourth Thursday 
of the month.

The next broadcast is at 1 p.m. this 
Thursday and can be seen on any cam-
pus TV monitor.

Many students receive financial 
aid, but the amount students are receiv-
ing has greatly increased from past 
semesters.  

Rebecca Cozzocrea, director of 
fi nancial aid, said, “In May 2008 until 
spring semester 2009, students only 
received $9.7 million in fi nancial aid.  

Financial Aid Boost

Blood drive held at FM, 
Rotoract, ABLE sponsored

In fact from June 2009 until present, 
students have received $16.3 million 
in fi nancial aid; this is a forty percent 
increase from last spring.”  

Financial aid is forecasted to in-
crease until spring of 2010. If students 
haven’t received an award letter, they 
should visit the fi nancial aid offi ce for 
more information.   

By: Grace Poissant

There will be a career exploration 
course taught by JeanMarie Reinke, 
starting November 5. 

The one-credit course will last fi ve 
weeks and all students are encouraged 
to sign up.  

“Students will benefi t greatly from 
this course. It will give students the 
skills needed to pick a major, including 
conducting interviews, writing resumes, 
internship opportunities, and help 
explore realistic career expectations,” 
Outreach and Support Representative 
Christie Crawford said.

Career Exploration
By:Grace Poissant

Many students frequently change 
their majors too quickly without enough 
thought and with a number of students 
enrolled in general studies, it helps them 
to decide to pursue one specifi c major.   

Crawford said, This course will be 
benefi cial to fi rst-year students and the 
fourth semester graduating sophomores. 
This course is designed to prepare stu-
dents for future endeavors.

For more information on career 
exploration visit the FMCC website and 
select career services.

Student Ambassadors
The Student Government Associa-

tion and the Student Activities Offi ce 
are looking for a pool of exceptional 
students to represent the FM student 
body at college functions such as open 
houses, foundation events, and campus 
tours.

Qualifi cations for Student Ambas-
sadors: successful completion of 12 FM 
credits, GPA of 2.5 or above, enrolled at 
FM for Fall 2009, and recommendation 
from two faculty members

Student Ambassadors will be com-
pensated for their service. Some train-
ing is required.

Qualified students are asked to 
fi ll out an application and return it to 
the Student Activities Offi ce, College 
Union Room 103.

Applications may also be picked up 
at the Student Government Offi ce in the 
College Union lower level.

Student Ambassadors will serve as 
the public face of the student body at 
school functions and events. Their duty 
will be to educate prospective students 
and parents on the programs, resources, 
and environment that FM has to offer. 
They will also represent the school 
at large at many of the non-academic 
public events held on campus.

Student Ambassadors shall be paid 
$10 per hour.

Student Ambassadors will 
serve as the public face of 
the student body at school 
functions and events...
Ambassadors shall be paid 
$10 per hour.
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Literacy Tutors Touch Lives
Help Another on the 
Journey to Literacy

Call 725-1440
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The Women’s Volleyball team at 
FMCC is off to a strong start with fi ve 
victories

The team is 3-0 and fi nished 5th 
in the Hawk Invitational Tournament 
going into Tuesday’s game against 
Mohawk Valley CC. The Lady Raid-
ers have not dropped a game since 
the tournament winning their past two 
match ups in 3 straight games against 

Women’s Volleyball Roster
7    Amber Baker  Middle/Outside Johnstown Senior High School  SO 
8    Katie Carmen  Setter/Outside  Dolgeville High School   SO 
25  Cassie Scharpou Outside  Dolgeville High School   FR 
15  Nicole Stock Outside  Johnstown Senior High School  SO 
18  Amanda Meredith Outside  Johnstown Senior High School  FR 
36  Brenda Shultis Middle   Gloversville High School  FR 
23  Rebekah Haschytz Middle/Outside Mayfi eld High School   FR 
33  Maria McAllister Defense  Gloversville High School  FR 
40  Kayla Scurry  Outside Hitter  Broadalbin-Perth High School  FR 

Lady Raider volleyball on roll, 
beat fi rst fi ve opponents

By: Donnie King
Hudson Valley and Jefferson CC.

The team looks to be good for awhile 
as freshmen make up two-thirds of the 
roster this season the only remaining 
players from last year are Amber Baker, 
Katie Carman, and Nicole Stock.

After Tuesday the team has five 
remaining home matches, their next 
comes against Word of Life on October 
1 in the Raiders Den.

The FMCC spring baseball team 
will start its season on the last week of 
March 2010.

The team has a total of 40 scheduled 
games in the spring including 28 Divi-
sion III match ups. After the regular 
season, the FMCC Raiders may start 
playoffs the fi rst week of May.

The baseball team currently has 34 
players, but will be cut back to 20-25 
by spring. 

This year the baseball team has 
many returning players and many new 
local and out of town players, including 
three new recruits from Alaska.

 By: Kailie Gray

Coach Mulligan says Raider baseball 
team has talent for successful season

During spring break the baseball 
team will be going on a trip to New Port 
News, Va., where they will be playing 
games against Virginia community 
college teams and opposing Maryland 

teams on their week long journey.
 Head Coach Mike Mulligan says, 

“We have a lot of talent on the fi eld 
and if we can reach the full potential of 
each player and as a team we will have 

a successful baseball season.”
For further information contact 

Mulligan at 518-762-4651 ext 2107 or 
518-843-5268.

By: Kailie Gray

The men’s soccer team has a 2-4-0 
record so far this season. The team got 
off to a hot start, but currently is in a 3 
game slide.

Two of the last three games played 
were against ranked opponents, includ-
ing #1 Herkimer Community College 

Raider soccer looking to come out of slump 
and #6 North Country Community 
College. The team’s upcoming schedule 
looks like it will be a brighter future for 
the Raiders.

Some highlights of this season so 
far are Vjay Rathore’s team leading 5 
goals and Scott Harder’s 3 assists. 

The men’s soccer coach Chris 
Rogers says, “The season is a work in 
progress. There is defi nitely potential to 
have a run. All the players need to play 
hard, play smart, and play together.”
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