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Heated discussion ensued 
over amendments to the SGA 
constitution at a recent meet-
ing. 

The real debate for several 
Senate members dealt with Ar-
ticle IV, Section 4, of the SGA 
constitution, which outlined 
the offi cial duties of the Vice 
President of SGA.

Bradley Rooke, the current 
VP of SGA, argued against 
separating the position of the 
Student Government VP and 
the APB president. Up to this 

point, it was mandatory for 
the vice president of SGA to 
also hold the offi ce as the Stu-
dent Activities Board (APB) 
president. 

Rooke insisted that if the 
two were separated there would 
be a high turnover rate for the 
APB president position and 
programs would suffer because 
there would be no incentive. 

As it is now, the E-board 
receives a nominal payment 
(incentive) for their duties as 
acting members, which is set 
to increase in the new fi scal 
year. 

Rooke feels it is unfair for 
someone taking over his posi-
tion to receive a pay increase 
for doing less work.

Jeremy Posluszny, the 
newly elected VP set to take 
over in the fall, said that the 
two positions should be sepa-
rated so that he, and others 
who are nominated to fulfi ll 

the vice president position, can 
focus on the Student Govern-
ment issues at hand and not 
be overwhelmed with running 
APB as well.

Other Senate members 
also argued in favor of the 
separation because they felt it 
is unfair for APB not to be able 
to elect it’s own president when 
all other clubs have the ability 
to do so.

After close to an hour of 
discussion on the issue, a mo-
tion to further amend Article 
IV, section 4, of the SGA con-
stitution, was defeated.

Another area of interest 
for Senate members was Ar-
ticle IV, section 7 & 8, which 
listed the responsibilities of 
the Freshman and Sophomore 
Senators. 

Katelyn  Jones, Film Club 
representative, argued that 
the SGA does not need both 
a Freshman and Sophomore 

More than 400 students to 
become FM alumni on May 29
By: Nicole Weakley

Kylen Clark will be the 
speaker for the Class of 2009 at 
Fulton Montgomery Commu-
nity College’s commencement 
exercises on Friday, May 29.

Her speech is titled, “A 
Special Place.”

The Liberal Arts major will 
be graduating with high honors. 
Clark was in FMCC’s Honors 
program. She plans to continue 
her education in the field of 
chemistry.

Clark is a member of Phi 
Theta Kappa, the national two-
year college academic honor 
society.  In 2007 she was the 
fi rst place winner in the col-
lege’s Library Research contest. 
She placed third in 2008. 

Valedictorian of Johnstown 
High School Class of 2007, she 
is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Clark of Johnstown.

Kylen Clark 
will speak 
for the 
2009 Class

Kylen Clark

Senator since their jobs are 
basically the same, and they 
are each getting paid to do the 
same thing.

Current Freshman Senator 
Katie VanHeusen, and Sopho-
more Senator Kayla Walker 
expressed that it is helpful for 
there to be two people, since 
there is a lot of time that goes 
into research for various things 
like transportation.

However, no motion was 
made, and members moved on 
to the next area of discussion.

Students and faculty are 
preparing for the 44th annual  
commencement ceremony that 
will be taking place at the end 
of the month.

There are 432 students 
eligible for graduation.  The 
ceremony will be held on cam-
pus at 7 p.m. on Friday, May 
29 in the PE building.

Rosemary Smith, secre-
tary to the provost and vice 
president for academic affairs, 
provided information as to how 
the event will take place.

The program will begin 
with the Schenectady Pipe 

Band  playing a processional, 
followed by the National An-
them which will be performed 
by Suzanne Pacillo.

Provost and Vice President 
for Academic Affairs John 
Jablonski will be introducing 
the platform party to guests.  
FM President Dustin Swanger 
will give a welcome speech 
to all attending.  Next will be 
Kylen Clark, the speaker of the 
graduating class.

Congressmen Paul Tonko  
will be addressing the audience 
and afterwards Jablonski will 
be presenting the recipients 

of the Chancellor’s Award for 
Excellence.

Chairman of the Board 
James Landrio will accept 
graduates as they cross the 
stage to receive their diplomas.  
School pins will be received by 
the graduates of the Nursing 
and Radiologic Technology 
program.

The pipe band will begin 
to play again as the Provost 
leads the faculty and Class of 
2009 out to the quad.  A recep-
tion is to follow the conclusion 
of the ceremony and will be 
held in the cafeteria.

Transcripts of all appli-
cants will be reviewed and a 
letter will be sent in the mail 
stating the eligibility of those 
graduating. This happens a few 
days before the commence-
ment is scheduled. 

Students are reminded to 
pick up their cap and gown 
from the bookstore and to be 
here at 6 p.m. and in the class-
room building .  

Doors will open at 6 p.m. 
for family, friends, and guests 
attending the ceremony..

Heated debate ends in rejection
of SGA constitution changes
By: Kelly Geraghty

Houle, Schilling earn Chancellor’s 
Award for Student Excellence

Editor

Concerned with the E-board 
being in a situation of quorum, 
a minimum number of members 
of a group necessary to conduct 
the business of that group, 
Rooke made a motion to amend 
Article X and create a bicameral 
committee to offset the majority 
of the E-board. 

Bicameralism means that 
two branches or houses act as 
the legislative body instead of 
one.

Mike McDarby, SGA Ad-
visor, stated that in theory that 
may sound like a nice idea, but 
in practicality, there is no need 
for it because there will never 
be a situation of quorum.

Rooke made a motion to 
vote on the introduction of a 
bicameral committee to over-
look amendments to the SGA 
constitution; however, it was 
defeated.

Bradley Rooke, 
the current VP of 
SGA, argued against 
separating the posi-
tion of the Student 
Government VP and 
the APB president.

Houle, a Johnstown resi-
dent, is president of SGA. He 
also is the second vice president 
of the FCA board of directors. 
At FM, he has been president 
of the Art Guild, the student 
board member of the FMCC 
Foundation and an offi cer for 
the Fencing Club.

His art work has been se-
lected to appear in the FMCC 
Student Art Show, Works on 
Paper and SUNY Invitational 
Spring Exhibition.

Houle is also active with 
Colonial Little Theater in John-
stown.

Schilling, from Delanson, 
is president of the campus 
chapter of Phi Theta Kappa 
and president of the New York 
Region of the national aca-
demic honor society. She also 
has served in several PTK of-
fi ces. She served as regional 
VP of the Northern District for 
2008-2009, and Distinguished 
chapter president for New York 
State.

Schilling is also listed in 
Who’s Who.

She is an accredited Na-
tional Alliance for Mental Ill-
ness Advocate and Family to 
Family counselor. 

Two FM students have been honored with the 
Chancellor’s Award for Student Excellence.  

Receiving the awards were Michelle A Schilling, 
featured left, and Robert Houle, featured right.

Senate members 
argued in favor 

of the separation 
because they felt 

it is unfair for APB 
not to elect it’s 
own president.
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Respect, selfl ess service, integrity, 
courage, self-control, and honor may not 
be what you initially think of when you 
hear the words martial arts, but that is 
exactly what martial artists like Tristan 
Wile, Eric Fernandez, Daniel Belanger, 
and Mark Montgomery live by.

Wile is president of the Martial Arts 
4 Civic Engagement Club and is only 
one test away from receiving his black 
belt in Tae Kwon Do. 

Tae Kwon Do itself is Korean and 
can be loosely translated to read “the 
way of the foot and fi st” or the way of 
“kicking and punching.” 

Fernandez, also a member of 
MACE, is certifi ed to teach Shotokan 
and Krav Maga. Shotokan is a style 
of karate originally developed by the 
Ryukyuans, an indigenous people of 
the Ryukyu Islands of Japan. Krav 
Maga is a hand-to-hand combat system 
that originated in the Middle East as a 
means of self-defense from Nazi youth 
in Czechoslovakia during WWII.

Belanger has a fi rst-degree black 
belt in freestyle karate and is certifi ed to 
teach it. Karate itself is a term composed 

of two different Japanese words that 
loosely translates to read “empty hand.” 
American freestyle karate includes 
punching, kicking, joint locking, and 
grappling moves, as well as long range 
and close range fi ghting.

Montgomery is the Career and Edu-
cation Planning Specialist at FM, and 
serves as the staff advisor for MACE. 

Montgomery is the primary instructor 
for the club and holds a second-degree 
black belt in Tae Kwon Do. 

He is also certified to teach Tae 

FM President Dr. Dustin Swanger 
recently talked about the 2009-2010 
budget, tuition increases and the impact 
on students, faculty, and the administra-
tion.  

“We do not have an approved bud-
get.  We are in the process of putting 
together our budget.  In the coming 
months we will take it to the Board (of 
Trustees) for approval.”

“SUNY does not set our tuition, our 
local trustees set our tuition.”

“We have no increase or decrease 
in funds formula from the state.  We’re 
not anticipating any increases from the 
counties [Fulton or Montgomery],” he 
said. 

Enrollment was strong this year, 
which actually helps with [state] fund-
ing for next year, Swanger noted.

Looking back, Dr. Swanger re-
fl ected on the 2008-2009 academic year, 
which he said saw many high points 
for FMCC.  “The fi rst,” Dr. Swanger 
said, “was Governor David Patterson’s 
visit.”  

Dr. Swanger also talked about the 
support of the state legislature, as well 
as the FM budget not being cut for the 
2009-2010 school year.

“We changed orientation and had an 
academic convocation,” Swanger said.  
“At the beginning of the year all faculty 
marched in procession, and addressed 
students for the coming year.  This set 
a positive tone for the year.”

Under the leadership of Laurie 
Freeman, state director of Phi Theta 
Kappa, the state took 12 awards which 
were recently handed out at the Inter-
national PTK Conference.

He believes FM has made great 

strides this year.  “We were full for both 
fall and spring semesters, which allowed 
for more programming for students in 
order to give them more activities.  This 
has gone particularly well.”

All of these accomplishments for 
the year have brought pride and recogni-
tion to the FM campus community.

In retrospect, Dr. Swanger said he 
was not thrilled with the bomb threat 
at FM, though he felt security handled 
the situation very well.  “We’re in the 
process of submitting a proposal for a 
better communication system in order 
to communicate more effectively with 
the campus community,” Swanger said.  
“This will be installed this summer.  It 
will help with what might have been 
some confusion at the time.”

New communications will include 
security cameras on campus and a public 
address system able to broadcast in the 
quad and the halls of all the buildings.  
FM is also considering installing fl at 
panel devises on campus able to give 

instructions.  
“We are working with NYS Alert 

which will allow messages to be sent 
directly to cell phones,” Swanger said.  
In addition, this can be used for school 
closings and weather emergencies 
which will be transmitted to people’s 
cell phones.  “We would like to have this 
in place for next year,” he said. 

Security is always a big issue on 
campus, but Swanger believes the FM 
security people are quite responsive and 
have a good handle on what is going on 
and work well with students.

Kwon Do and Hapkido, a form of Ko-
rean martial arts that focuses on joint 
locks, pressure points, throws, kicks, 
and strikes.

“Martial arts is a lifestyle and is NOT 
about fi ghting,” stresses Montgomery. 
“It’s about appreciating what you have 
been given - increasing accountability, 
and applying what you have learned in 

a positive and effi cacious manner.”
As a newly-formed club, its mem-

bers hope to accomplish many things, of 
those being: to instill respect in oneself 

FM president talk a about upcoming 
budget process, refl ects on past year
By: Sandy Shatley

Martial arts is the latest club meeting the 
interests of students
By: Kelly Geraghty

and others; to dedicate oneself to the 
community through selfl ess service; to 
maintain integrity for what is morally 
and lawfully correct; to have courage in 
oneself and on the behalf of others; to 
contain emotions, thoughts, and actions 
through self-control; and to achieve 
honor by living life according to these 
core values.

Montgomery, Wile, Belanger, and 
Fernandez welcome all students inter-
ested in learning more about the martial 
arts to attend a meeting. MACE meets 
every other Monday in the student devel-
opment offi ce during common hour, with 
the following Monday being a routine 
workout held in the aerobics gym. There 
are also workouts held every Tuesday 
and Friday in the aerobics gym during 
common hour.

Workouts include learning defense 
techniques, grappling, running laps, 
push-ups, and stretches. But it should be 
noted that students do not need to attend 
these workouts to become an active club 
member.

“MACE is not only for those who 
wish to participate in the physical as-
pects of the club,” Fernandez stresses. 
“So if there are individuals who are 
interested in this club and what it stands 
for, but are physically hindered, or 
simply don’t have the time to make the 
workouts, that is fi ne. 

We would like to have members who 
are dedicated to the cause, not just the 
physical applications.”

MACE is teaming up with GLOW to 
showcase a self-defense demonstration 
on Wednesday, May 6, during common 
hour in the large lounge.

Fourteen members of MACE will 
be participating in the demonstration, 
which focuses on basic to advanced 
techniques of self-defense - crowd in-
volvement is encouraged.

“Martial arts is a lifestyle 
and is NOT about 
fighting,” stresses 

Montgomery. “It’s about 
appreciating what you 

have been given… 
increasing accountabil-
ity, and applying what 

you have learned in 
a positive and 

efficacious manner.”

Enrollment was strong 
this year, which actu-
ally helps with [state] 
funding for next year, 

Swanger noted.

“At the beginning of the 
year all faculty marched 

in procession, and 
addressed students for 

the coming year.  
This set a positive tone 

for the year.”

Daniel Balenger, Mark Montgomery, and Eric Fernandez 
are featured at top in silent meditation, along with Tom Wock, 

Forrest Ferguson, Belanger, and Montgomery sparring below.
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By: Kylen Clark

Anna Boljanac lives life with one foot 
in Fulton County, the other in Europe

Imagine living between two worlds.  
By day, you lead the life of a typical 
American college student.  By night, 
you encompass yourself within the 
culture and traditions of “a whole new 
world.”

This lifestyle is reality to FM stu-
dent Anna Boljanac.  A graduate of 
Mayfi eld High School, Boljanac has 
called this region home throughout her 
life, yet her family remains rooted in 
the Yugoslavian-Romanian customs 
and beliefs.

Family time is cherished, and each 
member is respected.  Boljanac, her 
sister, brother, parents, cousins and 
grandparents live together.  They speak 
to one another using the Romanian 
language.

Around the dinner table, they enjoy 
dishes unique to the Romanian culture 
like musaka and sarmei as well as deli-
cious homemade cakes and pastries.

On a daily basis, Boljanac’s parents 
and grandparents share the customs of 
her family’s heritage in an effort to keep 
the traditions alive.

Although Boljanac values the 
culture she grew up with, there exists 
one aspect that she is not at all fond of 
– arranged marriages.

Her mother and father knew each 
other no longer than a few weeks before 
their wedding.  Their parents arranged 
for them to be married, which is very 
common in the Yugoslavian-Romanian 
culture.

Boljanac’s father wants to select 
a husband for her, but she believes in 
making her own decisions. 

Even though her parents are very 
protective of her, Boljanac plans to 
pursue a degree in accounting at SUNY 
Old Westbury in Long Island next fall 
and to one day work as an accountant at 
a large fi rm in New York City.

As she looks back on her time at 
FMCC, Anna will remember her “good 
times in English class” and appreciate 
the new friends she made.

When asked about her experience 
at FM, she answered, “Am avut un 
timp frumos si ma placut tare mult.” 
(“I had a very nice time, and I liked it 
very much.”)

By: Stephanie Wilcox

The cameras begin to fl ash and the 
teleprompters begin to roll, everyone in 
the studio is set.  An assortment of bright 
lights hang directly in your face.   

The adrenaline is pumping in 
your heart as the fl oor director counts 
down from ten, nine, eight, and the 
camera men whisper back and forth 
in the last quick 
instant to make 
sure their shots 
of the anchors 
are centered and 
focused.

The Media 
Communication 
program teaches 
students the art 
of radio and TV 
broadcasting and 
print and online 
journalism.  

T h e  p r o -
gram offers a 
real hands-on 
experience both 
inside and out-
side of the class-
room. Students 
learn how to 
write news ar-
ticles which are 
then published in 
the FMCC Gate-
way Newspaper 
and dispensed 
around campus 
for their peers to 
read. The Gate-
way is a student 
produced newspaper that is distributed 
twice a month around campus.   

Writing for print is different than 
writing for broadcast. Students learn 

‘All quiet on the set!’ is a familiar 
call to Gateway newscast crew

how to be versatile with all the different 
fi elds of work there are in media com-
munication.  

Students are able to become a re-
porter for the paper, editor and photog-
rapher.  The newspaper helps students 
apply media knowledge outside of the 
classroom as they work with a team of 
students to meet deadlines, like a true 

media professional would.
The Communications Club has a bi-

weekly newscast that airs during com-
mon hour on Thursday afternoons.  

The club tapes and crews a live 

broadcast that prospective and current 
students watch to receive campus news 
during the day.  

The club offers a professional as-
pect of media by crewing, fi lming and 
timing the broadcast.  The club helps 
prepare students who plan on entering 
the fi eld of media communication.  

Students who are hardworking 
and dedicated to the 
program are given the 
chance to intern at lo-
cal area newspapers 
and AM radio stations.  
The Media Communi-
cation program and the 
Communications Club 
helps students gain the 
proper knowledge to 
become successful in 
the fi eld.   

With many hands 
on opportunities with 
the Gateway news-
cast and the Gateway 
paper, students learn 
how to become a pro-
fessional.

Students can also 
apply and possibly be 
chosen to attend Na-
tional Media Conven-
tions, where they at-
tend classes and semi-
nars on how to better 
their skills in areas of 
writing, editing, report-
ing, as well as in areas 
of broadcast too.  In 
the past, students have 

attended conventions in San Francisco, 
New Orleans, St. Louis, and New York 
City.

FMCCRadio is a product of the 
radio production class at the college 
this semester. 

The station can be found online 
through Live365.com, falling under 
the freeform genre, searching “FMCC 
Radio” will then direct listeners to the 
station.

Students have been required to 
provide 90 minutes of music, talk, or 
interview prepared to go on air. 

They are also required to create 
broadcast promos for other student ra-
dio shows and well as 30-second radio 
commercials.

 At present the station has a basic 
playlist that is playing when student 
material isn’t on the air. 

James Hinkle, associate professor 
of media communication, was sure to 
make room for the music of Motown in 
the mix (what he grew up listening to), 
providing a balance to the student show, 
“Levi and Cody’s Alternative Hour” 
produced by communications students 
Cody Setzer and Levi Pascher.

Hinkle says that it has been a chal-
lenging semester trying to get the station 
on the air. Problems arose at learning the 
Live365 operating system. He said that 
a manual for the system can’t be found 
in its entirety in any one place on the 
web site. 

Nearly all students have done at 
least one show. Kelly Geraghty, of the 
communications program has aired 
her show, “The Mood Equalizer Hour” 

which plays a wide range of music from 
60’s, 70’s, 80’s, 90’s and today. 

In addition to her musical hour 
Geraghty has produced commercials 
encouraging media communications 
majors to attend the Communications 
Club.

Any potential listeners can be 
directed to the station through www.
live365.com/fmccradio 

Hinkle said that the course will 
change due to the learning experiences 
the students had this year. He has hopes 

Students become disc jockeys through new 
radio course, listen at Live365 FMCCRadio
By: Geoff Shipley

that returning students who have been 
through the course will continue to do 
a radio show.

Hinkle says that it has 
been a challenging se-

mester trying to get the 
station on the air. Prob-
lems arose at learning 
the Live365 operating 
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Traveling half way around the world 
for a new way of life and experience, To-
mokuni Kubota came to America.

 Kubota was born and raised in 
Ashikago City Tochigi, Japan.  He 
decided to come to America in search 
of an international education.  Tom 
has participated in many events on 
and off campus, and was manager of 
the basketball team for two years.  He 
said, “I loved it very much, the players 
and the coaches.”  Tom said he would 
remember most about FM was being 
voted as having the goofi est costume at 
the Halloween Party.    

 Kubota is majoring in general stud-
ies.  He hopes to receive acceptance let-
ters from different SUNY colleges and 
the American International College of 
Springfi eld, Mass.  If he is not accepted 

Fonda Fultonville  graduate  Nicole 
Weakley attended Fulton Montgomery 
Community College, majoring in Media 
Communications.

During her time at FM, she became 
editor of The Gateway Newspaper 
and president of the Communications 
Club.  

Weakley said that she will always 
have the fond memories that include at-
tending a newspaper convention in San 
Francisco and being in the TV studio 
working many hours on the newscast 
and the newspaper with the staff. 
“They’re amazing people to be around 
and I am really going to miss them.” 

Weakley plans to attend the College 
of Saint Rose in the fall for education 
and continue in journalism.  In the fu-
ture, she plans to become a teacher and 
possibly a reporter.  

Her family has been very supportive 
during her time at FMCC and with her 
participation in the communications 
program.  

Weakley stated that her family 
are her number one fans.  “I’m sure 
they would love nothing better than to 
be there celebrating my success with 
me.”  

Mamadou Diallo, an FMCC inter-
national student, senator of the Hospital-
ity Club and treasurer of ABLE, will be 
graduating this semester.

Diallo is a business administration 
major originally hailing from Guinea. 
Upon earning his degree from FMCC, 
Mamadou plans to remain in the states 
where he will go on to attain a four-year 
degree. 

Diallo awaits a response from 
Plattsburgh State University, which he 
hopes to attend. Diallo’s career goals 
include working towards a position in 
the fi eld of actuarial science.

About his time at FMCC, the fi rst 
of many praises from him were, “Won-
derful. FMCC made my dreams come 
true,” going on to say that FM hosted 
an environment where he could be suc-
cessful.

Diallo noted the surprising will-
ingness of the FM faculty to listen and 
help him on his way to success. Other 
experiences such as when he applied to 
Lehman College in New York City made 
him aware that not all colleges foster this 
same constructive environment

Graduating students ready to take next step

By: Geoff Shipley
Mamadou Diallo

Nicole Weakley
By: Stephanie Wilcox

By: Stephanie Wilcox
Tom Kubota

into one of the universities, he plans to 
return to Japan. 

The purpose of his abroad studies 
was to accomplish his dream of becom-
ing an American citizen and to obtain 
a green card.  One day Kubota plans to 
receive a bachelors degree in interna-
tional studies.  He would like to work 
for NPO or NGO, and if he can’t acquire 
a job at one of the corporations he would 
like to do volunteer work. 

The community and the friendly 
campus of the college helped Kubota 
adapt to his new home.  “I really en-
joyed the students and staff, and the 
small community.”  

The campus at FM has great cul-
tural diversity.  There are many students 
who have traveled from other countries 
to gain an American education in inter-
national studies.

Kubota’s family has been very 
supportive of his education and they 
plan to fl y from Japan for graduation 
this May.    

Isaiah Philo of Northville will 
graduate from FM with a liberal arts 
degree in general studies and plans to 
attend SUNY Potsdam this fall, major-
ing in psychology.

His career goals include working 
as a psychologist in the law enforce-
ment fi eld.

Philo will leave Fulton-Montgom-
ery Community College with many 
memories.  

He enjoyed “meeting lots of new 
people” and eating the spicy chicken 
sandwiches in the union, which he refers 
to as “amazing.”

Isaiah Philo
By: Kylen Clark By: Kelly Geraghty

Robert Houle, the current SGA 
president, is graduating and plans to 
attend SUNY Albany next spring to 
pursue a bachelor of fi ne arts degree.

“After my BFA,” Houle says, “I 
hope to begin teaching Fine Arts with 
a focus on drawing while going after 
an MFA.”

 While attending FM, Houle was an 
active member of several organizations 
and has participated in a wide array of 
art-oriented events.

“I was president and senator of 
the Fencing club, president of the Art 
Guild, and of course SGA President.” 
Houle continued, “I have been in two 
FMCC Student Annual Exhibitions at 
the Perrella Gallery, as well as in the 
2008 Works on Paper show.” He was 
also a member of the fall 2008 drama 
production “The Mystery Plays.” 

Houle has fond memories of FM 
and attributes his time here to helping 
prepare him for the future. “FM has 
had a strong infl uence in my growth 
personally and professionally, but also 
as an artist,” he states.

      

By: Levi Pascher
Jason Hurd not only is a student but 

was also an athlete and captain of the 
Raiders basketball team. 

He is a media communication ma-
jor and lives right in the Campus View 
dorms. Hurd also has been a member 
of the Communications Club and can 
be seen as a new addition to the news 
anchors for the Gateway Newscast.

Now that the school year is coming 
to an end, Hurd is hoping to attend either 
Hofstra University or go back home to 
attend Brooklyn College. 

Once college is complete, he wants 
to become an ESPN analyst, a pro 
athlete, or be involved in the music 
business. 

Hurd stated, “It’s been a great expe-
rience moving from the big city to up-
state. I have met lots of new friends and 
the teachers here have been great.”    

By: Cody Setzer
Yuji Yamaguchi is a well-known 

student around the campus, with lots of 
friends surrounding him.

Yamaguchi moved from Japan 
to the United States to get a college 
education. He started at FM and will 
receive his associate degree in General 
Studies and plans on continuing his 
college education at SUNY Plattsburg 
as a theater major. Yamaguchi played 
basketball for FM.

He wants to become an actor after 
completing his time at Plattsburg, he 
also plans to play sports at Plattsburg. 

Yamaguchi said the classes are 
much smaller here than back home, 
and here the teachers lecture, while 
the teachers in Japan write everything 
down.

Yamaguchi said he will remember 
FMCC because it’s where he learned to 
speak English and made a lot of friends 
that created great memories. His fam-
ily will not be attending his graduation 
because it is much too far for them to 
travel, but his friends will be there to 
support him.

“My involvement with 
the Communications Club 
and being editor of The 
Gateway was a great ex-
perience.  I feel like I have 
reached and accomplished 
all my goals..”

Yuji Yamaguchi

Jason Hurd

Robert Houle

*NOTE: photos backgrounds have been changed
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By: Sandy Shatley
Ashley Snell majored in business 

administration. The Johnstown woman  
will be transferring to Franklin Uni-
versity in Columbus, Ohio, majoring 
in business administration and taking 
classes online.

Snell visualizes herself with a suc-
cessful sales career.

During her time at FM, she regu-
larly donated blood during Red Cross 
blood drives.  Snell was also a member 
of Phi Theta Kappa. 

be it school or work or 
taking a deep breath

By: Sandy Shatley   
      “Hi, my name is Victoria Pavlova,” 
she said, “and my hometown is now 
Gloversville, but I’m originally from 
Sofi a, the capital of Bulgaria.”  

Pavlova received her GED while 
attending FM, and is a Media Com-
munication student. After graduation 
she plans to attend Brooklyn College, 
majoring in broadcast journalism.  Her 
goals and ambitions are to write for a 
magazine or newspaper, although work-
ing in television is appealing as well, 
she said.

Interests and activities that kept 
Pavlova busy as a member of the campus 
community included International Stu-
dent Club serving as President for one 
year, Communications Club where she 
served as secretary, as well as an active 
participant in the FM Alumni Associa-
tion and a Resident Assistant.

Pavlova describes her two years at 
FM as pleasant and fun years, though 
different than what she expected college 
to be in the United States.  Diversity of 
the student population in terms of race, 
religion, open-minded thinking were 
the surprising difference in her fellow 
students.  She has met a lot of people 
and made lasting friendships with people 
she’ll keep in touch with even though 
she plans to transfer and move from 
the area.  

Pavlova looks forward to her mom 
traveling from Bulgaria in order to see 
her graduate.  

By: Levi Pascher
Asami Ishihara is one of many inter-

national students graduating from FM.
She is currently living with a host 

family located in Johnstown but was 
born on the island of Japan. Although 
her real family will not be attending  
graduation her host family will. Her 
major is currently General Studies, but 
she has much bigger plans and goals 
in life! Ishihara is hoping to transfer to 
Oneonta after graduation, home of the 
red dragons.

Her career goal is to someday be a 
famous fashion designer. When asked 
what she will remember from her time 
at FM she responded, “I experienced a 
lot of new things that helped with my 
studies, and my host family will forever 
have a place in my heart for how great 
they have treated me.” Ishihara also 
played basketball for the raiders for a 
semester this year. 

Ishihara said that the teacher’s 
willingness to help in this country is 
way different then her homeland. There 
are no teacher student relationships in 
Japan, she said they would go to class 
and write notes then leave no questions 
or help given. She has met many new 
friends and experienced new things that 
have impacted her life forever.

By: Cody Setzer
Brittnie Persico attended Amster-

dam High School before coming to 
FM for her degree in Media Commu-
nication. 

Persico plans on transferring to a 
college but is undecided as to where. 
She would like to be a journalist for 
the New York based magazine High 
Times.

Persico has been involved in the 
media Communications Club since she 
started at FM. The past two semesters, 
she has been vice president for the Club, 

Asami Ishihara

and has done everything in her power to 
help the club get what it needs.

Persico said “I’ve had a good ride 
here at FM and made a lot of friends 
with people around campus and within 
the club.” Persico’s immediate fam-
ily and friends will be attending her 
graduation.

 

Students soaking 
up the spring-time 
heat:

By: Stephanie Jones
Greg Keichline, one of the many 

sophomores graduating from FM, got 

“So that I can pay my bills,” she said, 
“I have been working at Price Chopper 
in Johnstown 30 hours a week, and I 
haven’t had much time to be involved 
in a lot of activities on campus.”

Snell said that she’ll recall her time 
as a student at FM as a good experience.  
She is anxiously looking forward to her 
family attending graduation.

his GED at Fulton Montgomery Com-
munity College. Keichline continued  
on to get his associates in Computer 
Information Technology Services. 

During his time at FM he was given 
a work study job in the IT Services Of-
fi ce. He wants to someday be a network 
administrator. In 10 years he sees him-
self “working.” 

The advice he has for incoming 
freshmen is, “Go to class.” His fondest 
memory at FM is playing MAGIC the 
Gathering in the Student Union. Keich-
line came to FM because he, “didn’t 
want to be working the night shift at 
Price Chopper 30 years from now.” He 
hopes that many others will follow his 
advice and make something of their 
lives by attending FMCC.

Victoria Pavlova

Brittnie Persico
Ashley Snell

Greg Keichline
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Literacy Tutors Touch Lives
Help Another on the 
Journey to Literacy

Call 725-1440

APB has been putting on events all 
semester for the students. 

There were more than 10 entertain-
ing events hosted by the APB and the 
majority were free.

Entertainment included A Pair Of 
Nuts sketch comedy duo that was hosted 
for free in the cafeteria.

There were even free giveaways 
for Mardi Gras and St. Patrick’s Days.  
APB hosted a performance jam where 
people were judged in three different 
categories and prize money was given 
to the winners.

For the international students, APB 
co-hosted a Multicultural Week. The 

Multicultural Week gave international 
students a chance to teach their friends 
about their culture. 

Japanese Taiko drummers per-
formed. The last lunch lecture series was 
started this year and may be continued 
next semester.

Spring Fling was a hit this year, and 
APB is going to be having the photo 
booth from Spring Fling week and pos-
sibly many other events return next 
semester. 

For the barbecue that APB hosted, 
more than 20 people showed and en-
joyed themselves. 

If students would like to go pick up 
some condoms, the APB has them in its 
offi ce located in the back of the College 
Union building.

Students can join or give entertain-
ment ideas to the  APB committee at the 
APB offi ce.

By: Cody Setzer

On the Quad with Levi Pascher
What are your plans now that the school year is coming to an end?

Dylan Stockwell
“Just relax and hopefully fi nd a job. 

Also have to prepare to come back in 
the fall.”

Yaritza Rovriguez
“Going to Puerto Rico for vacation, 

and just enjoy the weather.”

Matthew Rakas 
“Work on multimedia stuff and 

work in general. Also probably enjoy 
some video games.”

Justin Lane
“Find the nearest AC and probably 

work.”

Leah Loveless
“Hang out at the beach and go 

camping.”

Andy Ferguson
“Have fun riding my four-wheeler 

or dirt bike. Try to fi nd a job too!”

Have you ever wanted to take sum-
mer classes but could not fi gure out how 
to pay for it?  

Did your fi nancial aid just not cover 
the cost?  New federal regulations have 
been put into place as of July 1, 2009, 
that change how a Federal Pell Grant is 
calculated for the 2009-2010 academic 
year; it is called Year-Round Pell. 

The change takes effect for the 
summer 2009 semester, which means a 
student could receive a full Federal Pell 
Grant in the summer where in the past a 
student only received a portion of their 

By: Rebecca Cozzocrea, 
Director of Financial Aid

grant in the summer.  
Also in the past, a summer semes-

ter of a Federal Pell Grant reduced the 
amount of Pell a student could receive 

during the fall and spring semesters.  
This coming summer 2009, Pell 

will now be a separate award from the 
fall and spring semesters, increasing the 
total 2009-2010 award.  

In order to review eligibility for this 

new opportunity, students must fi le the 
Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) and make sure FM’s 
code is entered (002867) as a college 
to receive information.  

Once the Financial Aid Offi ce re-
ceives your FAFSA, the college will 
determine eligibility and mail notifi ca-
tion to the student. 

For questions or more information 
regarding the Year-Round Pell, contact 
the Financial Aid Offi ce by phone (518) 
736-5301, by e-mail at fi naid.mail@
fmcc.suny.edu, or in person Monday 
through Thursday 8:00 am to 4:30 p.m. 
and Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 p.m.

Financial aid now available for summer classes
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Preparations 
made for fl u 
breakout

The campus Incident Command 
Team has been making preparations for 
the potential of a pandemic fl u outbreak 
on campus, while there is certainly no 
need to panic. 

Mark Pierce, safety director, has 
met with Montgomery County offi cials 
to plan for such an event.

Buildings and Grounds staff will 
use disinfectants for door knobs, tables, 
etc., as part of their nightly cleaning 
routine.

Posters detailing the symptoms 
of the Swine Flu and the preventative 
measures that we can all take on a daily 
basis (i.e. frequently washing our hands) 
have been posted.

APB offers 
a variety of 
events

This coming summer 
2009, Pell will now be a 

separate award from 
the fall and spring 

semester increasing the 
total 2009-2010 award.

Once the Financial 
Aid Office receives your 

FAFSA we will determine 
your eligibility and 
notify you by mail.   

Spring Fling was a hit 
this year, and APB is 

going to be having the 
photo booth from the 
week of Spring Fling 
return and possibly 

many other events re-
turn next semester. 
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The clubs at FMCC were very active 
this year. Many of them participated in 
many different and interesting events.

The Students of the World Club 
participated in activities such as a trip to 
NYC to visit the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, along with the Art Guild, the Giv-
ing Thanks Luncheon that was held on 
Thanksgiving, and a party and cultural 
information session to celebrate the end 
of Ramadan.

In the spring, students: had a spring 
bowling trip, Dr. Cope’s presentation on 
“Love, Sex, and Dating,” and their big-
gest event was Multicultural Week.

Asian and South American students 
also shared their culture with elementary 
school children in several second and 
third grades at McNulty Academy in 
Amsterdam

GLOW had a tolerance luncheon 
on April 14 titled “Personal Views on 
Sexuality.” 

The Alpha Alpha Upsilon Chap-
ter of  PTK was very busy this year 
working to promote its four keystones: 
service, fellowship, leadership, and 
scholarship.

 Some of the activities they partici-
pated in included: various projects to 
make FMCC a greener campus, such 
as trying to start a recycling program, 
hosting a Regional Leadership Confer-
ence, and working to get Green Fiber 
on campus. 

This year the chapter received the 
Five Star Hallmark Award, which is the 
highest honor a chapter can receive. It’s 
president, Michell Shilling, received the 
award for Distinguished Chapter Presi-

When you finish your 
education, join our team at 
Nathan Littauer Hospital 
& Nursing Home.

We offer a broad range 
of career opportunities 
from accounting to 
information technologies 
to nursing to medicine.

FMCC and LITTAUER
together we make our region healthier & stronger

Call 773-5402 for more information on careers at Littauer

Find Out Why More People are Choosing Us

www.nlh.org

Housing for students has been an 
on-going discussion on campus this 
academic year.

FMCC was working on an agree-
ment with America’s Best Value Inn, 
Amsterdam.  FM President Dustin 
Swanger stated that the hotel company 
and the college could not come to an 
agreement on the price for the college 
to house students in the hotel for the 
2009-2010 academic year.

All fi rst-year students who come to 
FM from out of the two-county area are 
required to live at Campus View.   

Currently, Campus View has 150 
beds in apartment-like accommodations.  
The college manages the privately-
owned complex.

The problem is that Campus View 
does not have enough room for the re-
turning sophomores and new incoming 

Campus clubs had busy year helping others
By: Stephanie Jones

dent in New York, and the Chancellor’s 
Award for Student Excellence.

The Business Club also had its 
hands full this year. It sponsored events 
such as: making Easter cookie bags for 
the residents of River Ridge, and put-
ting on an Administrative Luncheon for 
FMCC’s professionals. They organized 
a day trip to NYC in May, and they 
are putting on a picnic for the FMCC 
daycare in May.

During the winter holiday season 
the members also donated to “Warm 
the Children” by using bake sales, and 
donations from faculty, staff, and com-
munity. Bake sales raised money for 
“Forgotten Friends” Pet Rescue and 
Jacob Kaminski, who has been fi ghting 
leukemia.

The Student Nurses Association 
held events such as: the Harvest Health 
Fair Blood Clinic, helping with efforts 
for food collection for food pantries 
in Fulton and Montgomery Counties, 
sexual education programs, and  a winter 
collection of winter coats, hats, and mit-
tens for children at local schools.

The Teddy Bear Clinic taught stu-
dents how to check their heart and put 
bandages on using teddy bears. 

Members also volunteered for the 
FMCC foundations phone-a-thon and 
held a bake sale in which they raised 
$325.

freshmen.  There are about 60 students 
that live at Campus View who would 
like to return.  

Prior plans for construction were 
postponed due to the costs as well as 
the issue of hooking into Johnstown’s 
water district.  

When the plan to move students to 
Amsterdam was developed, Swanger 
was excited about the idea and pro-
posal, and even local residents seemed 
intrigued.

The deadline for action and re-
sponse to the college housing issue is 
approaching.  

Swanger is concerned and is explor-
ing many options to continue providing 
housing to students who are in need.

College looking for additional 
upperclassmen housing
By: Nicole Weakley, Editor 

Health care is an important issue 
for college students and some FM 
students have inadequate or no health 
insurance.

Vice President for Student Affairs 
Jane Kelley said the college is looking 
into the feasibility of offering health 
insurance to students. 

Students who graduate lose their 
parents’ coverage. 

According to Fidelis Care, health in-
surance is often among the fi rst item sac-
rifi ced. Young adults in their 20’s often 
gamble with their health and hope any 
serious medical issues do not arise.

“Young adults in the 19-to-29 age 
bracket are the fastest-growing and 
largest segment of the uninsured popula-
tion,” said Jeff Collins, Fidelis Care re-
gional marketing director. “Fortunately, 

in New York state, programs exist that 
often can provide complete health care 
coverage for this population.” 

Through New York State’s Family 
Health Plus program, coverage may 
include regular checkups, hospital care, 
emergency care, prescription drug cov-
erage, eye care, dental care, speech and 
hearing therapy, and preventive care.

Adults ages 19 to 64 who are resi-
dents of New York State and are not eli-
gible for Medicaid may qualify for low-
cost health coverage through Family 
Health Plus, based on their household 
size and gross monthly income. 

Family Health Plus has no monthly 
premiums, with some copays.

FM continues research on 
student health care

How Hollywood Makes Money
During Economic Downturns 
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The men’s soccer team fi nished 5-
10-1 in the highly competitive Mountain 
Valley Conference. 

This same conference has produced 
the national champion, Herkimer County 
Community College, for junior colleges 
several times in the past decade.

The team only had fi ve sophomores 
last year along with 19 freshmen.  

With a large portion of the team 
returning next year, look for the Raider’s 
men’s soccer team to push themselves 
harder next season and perhaps make it 
to the regional tournament.

Twenty-four young men participat-
ed on the team. Most were local players 
from Fulton, Montgomery, Saratoga, 

The women’s soccer team had an 
impressive season, fi nishing just under 
the .500 mark at 5-8. 

With the addition of the new head 
coach, Vic Malagisi, the team came 
close to reaching the Lady Raider’s all 
time wins mark.

Prior to the 2008 season, the team 
had competed that season with only one 
win. This year’s captains were Laura 
Tissinger and Noelle Desormeaux.  

The team was competitive in all 
areas of the game.  

The Lady Raiders only missed Re-
gionals by one game, which was played 
against Clinton.  

Awards for the season went to 
Ashley Gallt, who was named MVP, 
and she also broke the single season 
goals record.  

Tissinger was given the Coach’s 
Award.

Returning are several key players: 
Tissinger, Chelsea Saltsman, and lead-
ing scorer Jenna Malagisi.

Unfortunately, it was a down year 
for the women’s volleyball team, fi nish-
ing the season at 4-20.  

The team originally started with 10 
athletes, and, due to injuries and per-
sonal issues, the team completed most 
of the season with six players.  

Team captains were Ashley Knowl-
ton, Bobbi Leach, and Rosa Rivera.  

Next season there will be three 
women returning: Brenda Shultis, Cath-
erine Leach and Sarah Buczkowski.  

Team awards were given to Ashley 
Knowlton for Most Improved and Bobbi 
Leach for the Coach’s Award.  

Coach Holly Livingston will be los-
ing key players Bobbi Leach and Rosa 
Rivera to graduation, but is excited for 
a good group of local talent to join the 
team next season.

The most successful run for an 
FMCC team was the women’s basket-
ball team coached by Jones. 

After a two year hiatus, the team 
made it’s way into the regional tour-
nament. With a fi nal record of 14-11, 
the team fi nished in third place in the 
Mountain Valley Conference. 

Led by Natalie Mosconi, the wom-
en’s team trailed by a few points at 
halftime in the fi rst-round game against 
Onondaga Community College. On-
ondaga advanced and eventually was 
named regional champions. 

Mosconi though was given All-Con-
ference and All-Region honors.

According to Jones, “The team is 
losing several good players, but we do 
have a good group returning to hopefully 
bring us back to the regional tourna-
ment.”

The men’s basketball team had a 
down year as well. 

Its record did not show the many 
close games it battled through.

Coach Ed Collar had only two 
returning players from the previous 
year. 

Next year’s returning players will 
try to improve upon this year’s perfor-
mance with the help of a group of local 
athletes. 

Among them are Broadalbin-Perth 
graduates Rob Norgard, Justin Boyles, 
and Brian Blake. The three helped lead 
the Patriots to within one game of the 
state Class B championship.

The women’s softball team stood 
at 6-14 and 5-9 in the Mountain Valley 
Conference when the Gateway went to 
press.

“Playing back-to-back games sev-
eral days a week can be detrimental to 
a team’s success,” Jones said, speaking 
for both the men’s and women’s baseball 
teams.  

The team has a new head coach, 
Doug King, and two new assistant 
coaches, Coach Gallt and Coach Fra-
zier.  

Captains Vikki Wojcik and Amy 
Hitchcock were leading the team that 
was ranked 15th in Region 3 softball.  
Wojcik is known as one of the top com-
petitors and also an outstanding player 
on the team, Jones said.

She has led the team in all areas, 
consisting of batting average, runs 
scored, steals, and fi elding percentage. 
Wojcik is also ranked third in the coun-
try for stolen bases.  She was voted MPV 
last season and is planning to attend 
UAlbany this fall.  

With a record of 8-20, at press time,  
the men’s baseball team has been com-
petitive in its league so far. 

The trip to Virginia allowed the 
team to get some early season games 
against tough upper division teams to 
better prepare them for Mountain Valley 
competition.

Returning from a trip to Virginia, 
Coach Mike Mulligan’s team earned a 
split with Schenectady County Commu-
nity College and had beaten Adirondack 
Community College twice. 

Spring athletes will be attending a 
banquet this week to receive awards for 
the performance during the season.

Raider athletes to be feted at sports banquet
By: Kevan Kozlowski and 
      Nicole Weakley

Lady Raider Softball

Raider Baseball

Lady Raider 
Volleyball

Lady Raider 
Basketball

All in all it was a competitive year 
for FMCC athletics, according to Kevin 
Jones, athletic director. “We saw some 
teams struggle and some succeed.”

The team is losing fi ve players and 
has six returning.  Leaving are sisters 
Natalie and Nicole Geier from Mayfi eld 
and Victoria Wojcik from Broadalbin-
Perth to graduation, but next year brings 
with it a whole new season. 

Jones says, “Coach Doug King has 
done a great job at bringing the team 
along for years and will do so for years 
to come.”

Lady Raider Soccer

Raider Basketball

and Schoharie counties. There also was 
a player from Togo, West Africa. 

Outstanding players were co-cap-
tains Bobby Dufort and Brandon Ca-
landra. 

The Raiders are looking to bring 
back a strong nucleus of returning play-
ers next fall.

The outstanding competitors in the 
league are, the Mountain Valley Con-
ference, Herkimer County Community 
College (last year’s national champion), 
Mohawk Valley Community College, 
and SUNY Delhi. 

Raider Soccer

The New York Region, under the 
direction of the Regional Coordinator 
Laurie Freeman, won twelve different 
awards at the Phi Theta Kappa Inter-
national Convention held recently in 
Texas.

The FMCC Chapter of the na-
tional honor society captured two very 
distinguished awards: John Jablonski, 
provost and vice president of academic 
affairs, received the Administrator 

FM, PTK win awards at an 
international conference

Award of Distinction and Michell 
Schilling, president of FM’s chapter 
and President of the New York Region, 
received the Distinguished Regional 
Offi cer Award.

The New York Regional Offi cer 
Team captured the Distinguished Re-
gional Offi cer Team award. 

There were 3,400 persons from 
around the world in attendance. 
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