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‘08 survey explores FM
student alcohol, drug usage
There is a difference in
the level of alcohol and drug
usage claimed by FM students
and how they perceive other
students are using these substances.
During 2008, a total of 366
FM students took the Core Alcohol and Drug Survey that was
developed to measure alcohol
and other drug attitudes and
perceptions among students at
two and four-year institutions.
According to the survey results, the information includes
students’ attitudes, perceptions
and opinions about alcohol and
other drugs. It also deals with
students’ own use and consequences of that use.
Key findings on use of
alcohol:
At FM, nearly 83 percent
consumed alcohol in the last
year, about 61 percent consumed alcohol in the last 30
days. When it came to persons

younger than 21 consuming
alcohol, 60.4 percent had in the
previous 30 days.
Binge drinking is defined
as consuming
five or more
drinks in one
sitting. Nearly
39 percent of
the students
reported binge
drinking in the
previous two
weeks.
Key findings on the
use of illegal
drugs:
Thirty-six
percent have
used marijuana in the past year while 25
percent are current marijuana
users. When it came to other
illegal drugs, in the past year 15
percent have been users. Current illegal drug users amount

to 9 percent.
In the 30 days leading up to
the survey, 25 percent were pot
uses, 4.5 percent were amphetamines (diet
pills, speed)
and 4 percent
were cocaine
users (crack,
rock and freebase).
Key findings on the
consequences
of alcohol and
drug use:
At lease
once during
the past year,
as a result of
drinking or
drug use, 39 percent reported
some form of public misconduct (trouble with police, fighting/arguing. DWI/DUI, vandalism).

40 percent
said they
would prefer not to
have alcohol available
at parties
they attend.

In the area of personal
problems, 30 percent reported
experiencing some kind of serious personal problem such as
suicide, being hurt or injured,
trying unsuccessfully to stop
using, sexual assault at least
once during the past year as a
result of drinking or drug use.
Key findings on opinions
about the campus environment:
A total of 66 percent said
the college has alcohol and
drug policies. Those who said
they didn’t know were 33 percent and 1.5 percent said there
wasn’t a policy.
If the college has a prevention program, 19 percent
said there was a program, 76
percent said they didn’t know
and 5 percent said thee wasn’t
a program.
Continued on Page 4

Counselor available to assist
in response to drug, alcohol usage survey
By: Kylen Clark
FM has a full-time counselor from the Family Counseling Center to aid and educate
students about substance abuse
and personal issues.
A total of 336 students from
social science classes completed the Core Survey, which
outlined drug and alcohol use
among the FM students.

Interim Vice President
for Student Affairs Jane Kelley said, “The results [of the
survey] show that there is
definitely a negative presence
of drug and alcohol use and
indicates that there is a need
for programming to educate our
students about the dangers of
using drugs and alcohol.”

The survey found that 83
percent of FM students had
consumed alcohol in the last
year while 25 percent were
current marijuana users.
The survey was facilitated
by the Hamilton-Fulton-Montgomery Prevention Council.
Two years ago a grant was
awarded to the college. The

money was used to create a
commercial shown around
campus to gain student attention about drug and alcohol
use.
Melissa Mills, Family
Counseling Center counselor,
assist students and their families with mental health and
social services.

SGA senators debate funding
options for several club requests
By: Kelly Geraghty
Funds, and a lack of, was
the focal point for discussion at
this month’s SGA meeting.
Budget reports indicated
only $3,207 left in contingency
for the remainder of this fiscal
school year. With funds dwindling, Senate members found
themselves reluctant to initially
allocate $3,000 for baseball’s
trip to Virginia.
Several Senators questioned whether the baseball
team had thoroughly planned
for this trip and if there were
sufficient efforts made to raise
funds.
There were also inquiries
made as to why this yearly trip
is not figured into the FMAA’s
$57,000 fiscal year budget allocated by Student Government.
To better address the growing concerns raised by club

representatives, baseball coach
Michael Mulligan spoke on
behalf of his team.
Mulligan explained that
for the past 20 years baseball
has raised the funds to cover
the team’s training session
in Virginia, but this past year
has been more economically
difficult despite fund raising
efforts.
Selling Avon and hosting a
wiffle ball tournament were just
a couple of the many ways in
which the team actively sought
to raise funds.
Additional funding was
also required, Mulligan explained, because the team had
to rent a bus for the Virginia
trip since FM and SGA had
changed transportation mileage
policies and the use of busses

and vans for extended trips.
The original proposal from
FMAA came before the Senate
at last month’s meeting with a
$5,000 request.
Down $2,000, many members felt that $3,000 was still
too steep an amount given the
current contingency balance. A
motion was made to decrease
the allocation from $3,000 to
$1,000.
After an ongoing debate,
Senate members passed the
motion to allocate $1,000 from
contingency. This was quickly
followed by a second motion
to allocate an additional $2,000
from reserves, which was also
passed by a majority vote.
Up to this point, many
members were unaware that
a reserves fund existed. However, according to SGA trea-

surer Chad Gamboa, there is
currently a reserve fund set
aside that has approximately
$7,048…$5,048 after the baseball team deducts its $2,000.
More money matters ensued as the E-board requested
$450 from reserves for Campus
View events, and Phi Theta
Kappa requested $1,000 from
contingency to attend an international convention in Texas,
both of which were passed by
a majority vote.
Other topics discussed at
this month’s meeting included
the reactivation of the Black
Student Union, the selection
of NCSL attendees, and the
proposal to amend the SGA
constitution.
Next month’s SGA meeting
will take place April 7.
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Do It
Now!

By: Sandy Shatley
“Do it now!” Becky Cozzocrea, Coordinator of Financial
Aid, said emphatically when
talking of the importance of
filing the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
for current students and prospective students alike.
“Especially, if students are
looking for things like the campus-based program, SEOG,”
she said, “because we only get
a limited amount of money,
once we begin [the distribution process], this money will
go fast.”
Students applying for the
work study program should do
this as soon as possible, also.
Cozzocrea said, “If students
wait until August to apply, by
that time the money is gone.”
Federal and state government, non-college agencies,
and the FMCC Foundation
offer various scholarships including the FACE Scholarship,
Foundations of Education, and
degree-specific funding for
programs such as nursing, business, and academic education,
to name a few.
Scholarship applications
are available in the Financial
Aid office, and Cozzocrea describes the application process
as an easy one.
FACE Scholarship applications need to be filed by March
27. Foundations of Education
is the basic internal scholarship through the Foundation at
FMCC. Degree specific funding, such as nursing, business,
and academic education, is
funded through the President
and the Foundation.
The amounts for federally funded PELL Grants are
increasing for the 2009-2010
academic year from a maximum of $4,731 to a $5,350
maximum.
The Tuition Assistance
Program (TAP) funding comes
from the New York State Higher Education office, and the FM
Financial Aid office combines
the process for doing FASFA
and TAP applications in order
to determine what monies students are eligible for. “This is
a very important piece of the
whole process,” Cozzocrea
said, “so students need to get
this done soon.”
For further information and
assistance in completing the
paperwork, call the Financial
Aid office at 762-4651, ext.
8200, or visit them in person
at the Administration Building
on campus.
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Wrongly convicted, ex-con wants to help others

By: Levi Pascher
Jeffrey Deskovic spoke about his
wrongful conviction, appeals, and exoneration before a full house of students
and faculty in the theater March 5.
Deskovic was 16 in 1989 when one
of his classmates was brutally raped and
murdered. He was no different than most
high school students other than he was
quiet and kept to himself.
This alone was what made many
students tell the authorities that he was
worth looking into. Deskovic was never

arrested or in any trouble before this
event but it didn’t matter.
Deskovic agreed to take a polygraph
test. The police then used several interrogation tactics to scare and persuade
him to confess, he said.
He had no attorney and was interrogated for a grueling seven and halfhours. With the information they gave
him throughout the interrogation he
made up a false confession, which was
the heart of the prosecuting attorneys
evidence.

Literacy Tutors Touch Lives
Help Another on the
Journey to Literacy
Call 725-1440
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It didn’t matter that there was semen
and hair found on the body that didn’t
match his. The attorney said that the hair
and semen was from a relationship prior
to her death, but didn’t take the time to
talk to the supposed boyfriend or even
test him to see if the DNA matched.
Deskovic was sentenced 15 years to
life, at the age of 17. He spent the majority of his sentence in Elmira prison.
While in prison Deskovic received
his GED, then a bachelor’s degree in
liberal arts. He also worked for 16 to
42 cents an hour. In order to look better
for possible parole he was told to take
a sex offender class but in order to take
it he had to admit guilt and give a detail
description of the crime on paper. He
refused to do this thinking it would only
hurt his plead of false arrest.
This wrongful conviction took a
toll on Deskovic’s family as well. The
longer his sentence went the less he saw
his mother and brother.
In 1996, he was faced with the very
tough decision of either going to see his
grandmother, who was in a coma, on her
deathbed or attend her funeral. He chose
to see her while she was still alive.
He then went on a nine-hour trip to
the hospital his grandmother was staying at with two security guards. On that
trip he received no food, even though the
guards stopped for themselves. He was
in the back of a van that had air conditioning but none of that air reached him
through the Plexiglas that separated the
front and back seats.
While in prison he attempted parole
but was denied due to the violence of
the crime. He also did everything in
his power to reach out for help. He sent
letters to authors, religious groups, attorney and even major law firms. Many
returned letters stating if he could come
up with the money needed they could
help him. So unless he had the money

they didn’t have the time. For the end
of his imprisonment he chose to be sent
to Sing Sing prison, so that he could be
closer to his family.
After 16 years in prison the Innocence Project decided to take his case.
The Innocence Project is based in Manhattan, which takes cases it believes is
false imprisonment. They took the hair
and semen samples from the murder
and compared it to the DNA database
of previous offenders of violent crimes.
The test came up with the result of a
different man who was convicted three
years after Deskovic’s conviction for
an unrelated rape and murder. So if the
authorities got the case right the first
time, the second murder never would
have occurred.
Once exonerated, he decided he
would do what he could to prevent cases
like this from happening to others, by
turning the negative into a positive.
Deskovic has made over 70 presentations across the country. Many would
expect such a wrongful conviction to
establish hatred and resentment but instead Deskovic had this to say, “I want
to live a meaningful, joyful life, which
couldn’t be done if I held resentment
against them.”
There are several changes needed
for our judicial system, such as taped
interrogations to make sure that confessions are not forced or tricked, better
public defense for the poor, so that trials
are balanced and equal for both sides
rather just for those that can afford it,
and better evidence preservation.
New York is third in the nation for
putting innocent people behind bars
behind Illinois and Texas. This happens
more then people believe, and can not
be fixed alone. As Deskovic said, “Don’t
wait till your personally affected, act
now!”

Phi Theta Kappa inducted students
into the National Honor Society at a
ceremony last week.
The event was coordinated by Aubrey Seppa. The inductees are:
Shannon Aldi-Hogan, Risa Ando,
Daniel A. Beebie, Tianxun Cao, Madeleine Carballeira.
Yonghwan Cho, Adam D. Crouse,
Theresa M. Demorest, Kristi J. Fox.
Silvana Gjonej, Regan T. Jobin,
Katelyn E. Jones, Krystena M. Kilburn,
Shannon Kralovic.

Jeffery W. Lake, Jordan T. Liverio,
Megan I. Lowerre, Samantha A. Mashhadi.
Sarah Munkhbaatar, Yae Ogasawara, Elisa Pont, Danielle Restuccia,
Jungwoan Rho, Kevin E. Rossler, Sarah
Scanlon.
Paul M. Singh, Daniel S. Smith,
Ashley M. Snell, William T. Thomas,
Naohiro Tokiwa.
Kevin Toledo, Melissa A. Turek,
Douglas D. Van Nostrand and Yuji
Yamaguchi.

Students inducted
into Phi Theta Kappa

Students need to attend
to graduation details

By: Kylen Clark
Graduation is drawing near, but,
before students accept their diplomas,
there are a few things they must do.
When students registered for their
last semester, their advisor already filled
out the Graduation Application form.
After that, students should have
received a letter from the Registrar’s
Office informing them of their graduation eligibility.
Students will receive reminders,
including a letter with information about
the cap and gown purchases.

The caps and gowns are ordered
through the FM bookstore. Students
should complete their order by Thursday,.
The commencement ceremony will
be held 7 p.m. Friday, May 29. A reception will be held in the cafeteria.
Students must report at 6 p.m. to the
classroom building. They will fill out
a card with their name to be read off as
they cross the stage.
The status of the students’ graduation eligibility can be checked by contacting Sue Christiano in the Registrar’s
Office.
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Federal $435,000 grant to create of FM
Center of Engineering and Technology

By:Sandy Shatley
The college will be the recipient
of the $435,000 federal grant titled
Center for Engineering and Technology at Fulton Montgomery Community
College, according to Rich Prestopnik,
professor of Electronics and Computer
Technology.
The grant will provide equipment
to prepare students for high technology jobs coming into this area through
expansion of existing programs in engineering science, electrical technology,
computer technology, computer science,
and computer information systems.
Advanced Micro Devices, which
manufactures processors, is now called
the Global Foundries Company. It is
breaking ground this summer, with
an anticipated production start up in
2012.
The creation of 1,300 jobs, with 900
of those requiring an associates degree
as operators and technicians, will help
build a concentrated effort to combine
curriculum and excite people about engineering and technology, according to
FMCC Foundation Executive Director
William Easterly.
Salaries are expected to range from
the mid-$30,000 to several $100,00.
Prestopnik describes this as being,
“Pretty impressive. The grant will allow
us to buy equipment so that students will
learn more than we currently can teach
them about those high-level technical
jobs.”
The money will include hiring another faculty member and a technician to
install and maintain the equipment.
“A lot of the money will be spent on
equipment in support of this program. It
will be a building, per se, but the equipment will support the things we do in the

electrical technology program. Students
will be able to do things never have been
able to do before,” Prestopnik said.
The money will provide a small
clean room, since all semi conduction
operations need to eliminate contaminants. The equipment will include an
atomic force microscope, allowing students to look at things at the academic
level.
“We will also have equipment
to support engineering, design, and
prototyping. Our current budget will
not allow us to purchase this type of
sophisticated and expensive equipment,
and it will be nice to have this kind of
opportunity,” he said.
Although the bill was recently
passed by the House, it still needs the
Senate’s approval, which is expected
this week, before being signed by President Obama.
According to Prestopnik, the money
is from the NASA appropriations, so the
coordination of the grant money will
come through NASA.
The Grant is for the current 2009
fiscal year. FM has requested additional
funds for continued support in the 2010
budget process. As part of the Omnibus
Spending Bill, this is essentially the
spending bill that runs government.
Prestopnik does not see this equipment as being used exclusively for his
classes. “This is not the only department that will use the atomic force
microscope,” he said. “For instance,
Biology could also use this type of
equipment.”
The FM Foundation office is partnering with HFM BOCES and UAlbany
College of Nanoscale Science and Engineering in order to provide a continuum

of education from secondary education
through a bachelor’s degree.
“This is a fantastic opportunity for
FM,” Easterly concluded. “We have
been working on this for a couple of
years, and we are very thankful for the

congressional support from both the
current Congressman Paul Tonko, and
former Congressman Michael McNulty.
They see the benefit of what this money
can do . . . as a good investment in our
community.”

March is Women’s
History Month at FM

By: Stephanie Wilcox
The Evans Library has set up a
display featuring the women that made
history, and those who were heroes of
their time.
The books include “Women’s Art
and Society”, by Whitney Chadwick,
“Mrs. Stanton’s Bible”, written by
Kathy Kern, and “America’s First
Women in Space Program”, by Margret
H. Weitekamp.
Michael Daly, public services librarian, said “We pulled books that were
of cultural and literature value.”
The books are for the students to
browse to get a better understanding of
these women’s endeavors and accomplishments.
The observance of Women’s History in “Weaving the Spirit: Laurie Gross
and artistic auto bioexpressionism” was
shown on campus last Wednesday.
French Studies lecturer, Susan
Cumings of SUNY Albany presented
a retrospect exhibition of the work of a
Jewish artist.
Gross is an American hero of her
generation and led the road for many
other women to follow. She led an

expansion of the roles for women in her
community.
The Student Activities Board and
the Library have given the opportunity
to the students and faculty on campus to
get involved and provide an understanding of Women’s History.

Katie Van Heusen was recently elected
Freshman Senator by the Student
Government Association. She filled a
vacancy created by a resignation.

Local students
unite against hate

By Stephanie Jones
Local students and citizens of the
Capital District came together in Albany
recently to protest a visit from The Westboro Baptist Church.
The Kansas church recently traveled to Albany High School to protest
homosexuality. WBC condones homosexuality as the ultimate sin.
They go as far to say that all Americans are going to hell because of the fact
that homosexuality is widely accepted
in America.
The group originates in Topeka
Kansas and is run by Fred Phelps.
While Phelps is the patriarch of the
church much of the events are run by his
daughter Shirley Phelps. WBC boasts
over 100 members. However, most of
the members of the church are part of
the Phelps family.
WBC spends over $200,000 a year
on travel alone, has traveled to all 50
states numerous times, and has also
traveled abroad to England, Italy, and
other nations.
The group is known for their protest
of the funerals nationwide of the soldiers
serving in Iraq.

The members of WBC feel that
these soldiers died in vain and were
banished to hell because they were
fighting for a country that accepts homosexuality.
The protest was held in three separate
locations, followed by a Unity Brunch at
the University of Albany.
Around seven in the morning WBC
was met by about one hundred and fifty
protestors outside Albany high school.
WBC was then scheduled to move to
Broadway but changed plans due to massive opposition.
They instead went to Fuller Road
where there was little opposition and ended
at SUNY Albany to discuss their positon
on homosexuality.
The protest was peaceful, and there
was no outcry from the citizens of Albany about the counter protest. Many cars
honked their horns in support and some
people stopped to talk to the peaceful
protestors.

When you finish your
education, join our team at
Nathan Littauer Hospital
& Nursing Home.
We offer a broad range
of career opportunities
from accounting to
information technologies
to nursing to medicine.
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Call 773-5402 for more information on careers at Littauer
Find Out Why More People are Choosing Us

www.nlh.org

FMCC Gateway

NEWS/Sports
March 17, 2009

High Hopes for Raiders
Baseball Season

By:Tyler Rush
The FMCC men’s baseball team
has high hopes for the 2009 season as it
prepares for play in the Mountain Valley
Conference.
The Raiders will pride themselves
on doing the little things right to win
ball games.
After finishing 15-13 last year in
Region 3 and failing to make regional
play, the coaching staff knew what
needed work. Defense.
With just two players returning, Assistant Coach Michael DiGiacomo says
the coaches are taking defense seriously
because they felt it had kept them out of
the regional tournament last year.

The young team is going to rely on
a strong, disciplined defense as their
backbone.
There is a six man rotation in place
that includes a couple men who play
other positions, too. “They are hard
workers and they throw strikes,” DiGiacomo says of the pitching staff.
He feels the right players are in the
right system to make some noise this
year. The team will hang its hat on being a blue collar team that goes out and
gives its all every day.
“Our goal is always to make regionals,” DiGiacomo says. And this year is
no different.

SAB has a new face: APB
By: Cody Setzer
Activities Programming Board is
the former SAB, and it plans to keep
filling your schedule with activities.
The Last Lunch Lecture Series was
cancelled due to the bomb threat and
will be rescheduled in early April.
APB also has a MySpace calendar
page, updated regularly, which lists all
upcoming events. The link is www.
myspace.com/FMCC_SAB. APB is
also going to start a Facebook group and

will be trying to find everyone that has
a Facebook on campus and add them to
the group.
Geek Week will be taking place on
campus this week and will include a
math contest in the cafeteria at 12 p.m.
and a chess tournament Tuesday.
APB is always looking for new
members. If you are interested go to the
College Union and sign up.

Drug, alcohol use survey
(continued from front page)
Asked if the college was concerned
about the prevention of drug and alcohol
use, 58 percent said the college was
while 32 percent sad=id they didn’t
know. A total of 10 percent said the
campus is not concerned.
Student perception of other students’ usage of alcohol and drugs:
A total of 87.4 percent believe the
average student on campus uses alcohol
once or more a week, while 73 percent
believe the average student on campus
uses some form of illegal drugs at least
once a week.
Of those taking the survey, 40 percent said they would prefer not to have
alcohol available at parties they attend.
And, 77 percent said they would prefer
not to have drugs available at parties
they attend.
Survey respondents said they saw
drinking as a central part of the social
life of the following groups:
Male students, 69 percent; female
students, 64 percent; faculty/staff, 20
percent; alumni, 30 percent, athletes,
46 percent.
Twenty percent said they believe the
social atmosphere on campus promotes
alcohol use, 15 percent said the social
atmosphere promotes drug use and 9.5
percent said they don’t feel safe on
campus.
The following percentages of
respondents indicated their fellow
students cared “somewhat” or “very
much” about the following issues:
Sexual assault, 69 percent; harassment because of race or ethnicity, 64
percent; assaults that are non-sexual, 62
percent; harassment because of sexual
orientation, 58 percent; harassment because of gender, 57 percent; harassment

because of religion, 48 percent; camps
vandalism, 43 percent and alcohol and
drug use, 29 percent.
Sexual behavior:
Seventy-nine percent reported
engaging in sexual intercourse within
the past year, of these, 17 percent used
alcohol the last time hey had intercourse
and 35 percent had used drugs.
Within the last 30 days of when the
survey was taken, 58 percent said they
had refused an offer of alcohol or other
drugs. And 26 percent experienced peer
pressure to drink or use other drugs. A
total of 21 percent thought a sexual partner was not attractive because he/she
was drunk and 16 percent told a sexual
partner that he/she was not attractive
because he/she was drunk.
Key findings on the perceived effects of alcohol:
It breaks the ice, 63 percent; enhances social activity, 71 percent; makes
it easier to deal with stress, 46 percent.
Facilitates a connection with peers,
53 percent; gives people something to
talk about, 60 percent; facilitates male
bonding, 53 percent; and 45 percent
female binding.
Allows people to have more fun,
61 percent; gives people something to
do, 69 percent; makes food taste better,
18 percent.
Makes women sexier, 27 percent;
makes men sexier, 16 percent, makes
me sexier, 17 percent, facilitates sexual
opportunity; 46 percent.
Consequences of alcohol and drug
use – problematic experiences:
Been arrested for DWI/DUI 2.3
percent, been in trouble with the police,
residence hall, or other college authorities, 13 percent; damaged property, 5.5
percent. Driven a car under the influence, 23 percent.
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Regionals, discipline, hard
work are goals set by play
for Raider basketball

By: Donnie King
For an FMCC men’s basketball
team that finished 8-16, you wouldn’t
expect goals to be set high for next
season. Right?
“Regionals and hard work” is what
Derrell Barton said his expectations
were for the FMCC Raiders next season.
High hopes clearly, but great seasons are
born from such expectations.
Barton is a freshman center from
Bronx Regional High School. Why
would someone from down in the city
come up to FM to play basketball.

“The coach was legit. So I guess
coach support” No doubt high praise
for FM Men’s Basketball Coach Ed
Collar.
Barton still has another year at FM
to make good on his high expectations
for the Raiders. But after FM, Barton is
possible he will go to another college to
play. “Yeah. If possible.”
The Raiders have a lot to live up to
by his standards, but much can be accomplished if the team adopts this term
used by Barton to describe his time as an
FMCC Raider so far. Discipline.

MOUNTAIN VALLEY Conference
Adirondack Community College
Clinton community College
Columbia-Greene Community College
SUNY — Delhi
Fulton-Montgomery Community College
Herkimer Community College
Hudson Valley Community College
Mohawk Valley Community College
North Country Community College
Schenectady Community College

