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Are you bored with the same old 
newspaper layout and business sto-
ries? Well, so are we. 

The Gateway is a student run 
newspaper at FM. We’re here to 
bring the news to you and to provoke 
thought. 

My name is Crystal Baumes and 
I’m the editor of the paper and I want 
this to be a paper that the rest of my 
peers want to read.

I recently went to a media conven-
tion with the Communications Club to 
learn new ways to make our newspaper 
better. One of the things I took with 
me was how to direct the news more 
towards my readers. Also to give the 
readers what they want; stories that 
interest them and pertain to their 
lives. 

The computer lab was full as 
Steven “Arch Angel” Balogh threat-
ened to smash the computer in front 
of him that refused to cooperate. 

We went to a less populated 
room where he showed me the large 
tattoo of angel wings inked across 
his back. A small sense of jealousy 
sets in as I look 
at the smal l 
cross inked into 
my own arm and 
wished more 
art was there 
to accompany it. 

Then  the 
questions and 
answer began. 
He told me how 
the idea for the 
des ign  came 
to him in high 
school and nev-
er changed. He 
was determined 
to have the de-
sign inked into 
his skin. 

The multi-
media  major 
hoped to find a 
job in advertis-
ing and design 
and so far has 
not had any is-
sues finding em-
ployment, but 
to keep in mind, 
his tattoo is on 
his back.

“ I  p u t  a 
shirt on and 
no one sees it” 
Balogh says.

I was sur-
p r i s e d  h o w 
much dedica-
tion went into the tattoo. It took 5 
sessions to complete the tattoo with 
each session being 4 to 5 hours long.

 After everything was said and 
done the finished art was around 
$2,000. As someone who has tat-
toos and who has actually given 
others tattoos Balogh speaks with 
experience.

“You should never think about it 
and go and get it the next week. I 
like to take at least 2 or 3 months 

to make sure it is something I want 
permanently on my body.”

Visual Deception Artist Jack 
Creatlach, a former student at 

Of course there are still other 
things that are going on around cam-
pus that you need to know about. 
However there are also other things 
going around that you want to know 
about, and that’s my goal: To give you 
the things you need to know, as well as 
the things you want to know. 

So starting from this publication, 
the Gateway is going to be different. 
It’s going to be filled with stories that 
you are interested in, that are going 
to make you think about things in a 
different way. 

I want to make this paper more 
about you and to do that I need your 
feedback. If there’s something you 
want to see in the paper, or if you 
have any comments, write to me, with 
your information, at the gateway@
fmcc.suny.edu 

The second Monday of January 
is cerebrated as a national holiday in 
Japan. 

This holiday, “Seijin no hi”, honors 
people who have reached or will reach 
the age of twenty within the current 
year.

Throughout most of Japan, twenty 
is the age where people are subjected 
to adult laws, such as the right to vote, 
and drinking and smoking, thus making 
the age of twenty the age of adulthood 
in Japan.

The event is known as Seijin Shiki 
(adult ceremony) and celebrated all 
across Japan with the new adults being 
congratulated by the local government. 

The youths of different localities 
are invited by the local administration 
and are handed over a few gifts along 
with the prestige of being a Japanese 
adult, thus making them more respon-
sible for the country. 

The ceremonies are presided by 
the head of the local administration. 

Most of the celebrations are held in 
city halls; however Urayasu Municipal 
government in Chiba holds its official 
ceremony in Tokyo Disneyland. It is 
the most popular celebration of all 
the cities, but only Urayasu citizens 
are invited.

Japanese women wear the beau-
tiful traditional Furisode Kimonos, a 
traditional Japanese dress worn on 
special occasions. It is made out of 
very fine, brightly colored silks that 
are easily distinguished by their 
long sleeves. A Furisode costs about 
$3,000 to $10,000, so generally it is 
rented or inherited. 

Meanwhile, men who are com-
ing of age, usually wear business 
suits, though, finding men dressed in 
Hakama(dark traditional kimono) is 
fairly common as well.

After the ceremony, the new 
young adults gather and sip their first 
“official” drink. People usually gather 
and drink with their class. 

It is like a class reunion. There 
are several problems such as falling 
attendance rate and disturbances 
during the ceremony. 

Young Japanese people tend not 
to preserve their traditional culture. 
I hope people in Japan will more fre-
quently observe their tradition, and 
respect their culture in the future.

It’s All For YOU!

FMCC, who studied and graduated 
from theatre. I spoke with Creatlach 
who has several tattoos down his 
arms but one in particular came to 
mind. A pumpkin with a slightly mali-
cious face and two green hands hold-
ing it with a background of cemetery 
gates behind the top of the pumpkin, 
this tattoo is inspired by the Irish 

symbol “claddagh” 
which is a symbol of 
love, friendship and 
loyalty. The tattoo 
itself is a symbol of 
Creatlach’s grand-
father who passed 
away when he was 
four years old.

“The last place 
he and I visited was 
a pumpkin patch” 
Creatlach says. Ev-
ery aspect of the 
tattoo has a very 
specific meaning.

Whether you 
look at them with 
disgust or admira-
tion you cannot deny 
the simple fact that 
tattoos and pierc-
ings are everywhere. 
As you go to college 
or walk through a 
grocery store. The 
cashier handing you 
the receipt may 
have ink across her 
wrist. 

Finding employ-
ment may be dif-
ficult in some fields 
but should not be. 

Deep down, who 
has the right to 
judge someone else 
for their self ex-
pression. Tattoos 

are a part of society and they set 
us from the crowd and brand us with 
individuality and keep us from being 
a statistic. 

Japanese 
Coming of Age By: Crystal Baumes

By: Tim Shaut

By Marina Hara



FMCC Gateway          November, 17 2011                     Page 2 
News

     

FMCC Gateway
Editors:  Crystal Baumes

Layout/Design:    Copy Editor: 
Faculty adviser:  James Hinkle 518-762-4651

S t u d e n t  P r e s s  L a w  C e n t e r

The Gateway  is a monthly publication of: 
Fulton-Montgomery Community College’s: Communication Club

2805 State Highway 67, Johnstown, NY 12095 
email:gateway@fmcc.suny.edu

Literacy Tutors Touch Lives
Help Another on the 
Journey to Literacy 

Call: 725-1440

Move over Carrie Bradshaw, I’m 
here to tell the stories in a slightly 
different way, I’m going to tell it like 
it is.  Sex has been around forever, but 
the way we talk about it has changed. 
ANd that’s what I will be bringing to 
the Gateway; my personal perspective 
and experiences.

I’m a 19 year old single female, 
just trying to find my prince charming 
to come sweep me 
off my feet.  Will 
I ever find love?  
Who knows, but 
what I do know is 
that I’m going to 
have fun finding it. 

And what bet-
ter time to experi-
ment and explore 
your sexual self then in college. 

College is a time in your life where 
you can monogamously be staying with 
someone every night but neither of 
you want a boyfriend or girlfriend, and 
it almost seems normal to be seeing 
someone but not know if your dating. 

People seem to shy away from 
talking about sex, like we should be 
hiding it behind closed doors, or in 
my case, a backseat.  But lets face it, 
the majority of college students are 
either thinking about sex, having sex 
or talking about sex.  We just can’t 
get away from it, and we don’t neces-
sarily want to. 

How many of you take every op-
portunity when visiting a different 
country? 

In a new place, you may be 
afraid of doing things because you 
don’t know the culture in the coun-
try. However, you can get on your 
feet more easily by taking every 
opportunity available.

Geukhyun Bang (Brandon) from 
South Korea is enrolled at FMCC this 
year. He was attracted to FM because 
of the transfer system with SUNY 
schools and the mass communication 
major that a small number of colleges 
have.

Since Brandon entered this school, 
he has been taking opportunities. He 
has made many international and 
American friends, and he has tried 
some new things, such as a newscaster 
in the Communication Club and as an 
interviewee for this article. 

If you know Brandon, you will say 
that it is because of his outgoing 
personality, and you may think that 
he always easily becomes accustomed 
to life in a different place. However, 
looking back on his past, you can see 

that he has had more challenging days 
than you expect. 

Before coming to America, he was 
living in Canada for about two years. 
When he arrived at Canada, he felt 

some culture shock such as a 
lot of fast food and people’s 
different approach to things. 
He said, “Especially, their 
speaking way is more dif-
ferent than I learned and 
expected. So, I was very 
confused.” 

Like what everyone fac-
es when in a strange place, 
he was also struggling with 
the different environment. 
However, he overcame these 
situations his way. By taking 
his opportunities to connect 
with students at school and 
the dorm. He has learned to 
understand other countries’ 

cultures. Also, he has tried to study 
more English by using some books and 
learning from the real life.

Brandon has a dream of being a 
drama producer in Korea as well as 
wanting to make his own situation 
comedy. Also, he said that he will be a 
leading person on the ‘Korea wave.’ He 
is surely moving closer to his dream by 
challenging himself.

Jumping into an unknown world will 
not be always fearful for you. If you 
find your own ways to get accustomed  
to a place and if you take every oppor-
tunity, like Brandon does, you can make 
your new world more comfortable. 

To FM students he said, “Do not 
forget what you are here for and do 
not forget what the most important 
things are in your life. You are the 
main character in your life, and life 
is only once. Always do your best for 
everything. Finally, believe and trust 
yourself.”

I’m not saying all sex in college is 
just a fun night forgot about by the 
next weekend, but for some its actual 
intimacy.  Something that they cherish 
with their sexual partner.

Relationships weren’t, and still are 
not, really my thing.  So you could say 
that I have engagementringophobia, or 
a fear of dealing with obligations of a 
more serious relationship.  I have to 

say I personally 
admire people 
who can remain 
in  committed 
re lat ionsh ips 
during college, 
but to a certain 
extent. Those 
serial monogamy 
fiends who need 

to constantly be in a relationship or 
else they will not be able to live kind 
of people, are the ones Im not so fond 
of.  I mean come on, whats so enticing 
about always being in a relationship.  
Half the thrill of it is the spontaneous 
hookups and one night stands shared 
with someone you meet then never 
talk to again.

I’m here to cover it all, from crazy 
sexual trends to precautions that col-
lege students should be taking.  So lets 
put our foot in the door and fawn over 
fetishes, foreplay, and fellatio.  The 
Gateway Sextion is ready to take it to 
a ‘whole nother level’.

“Don’t forget what 
you are here for..”

“Find Your Way --- An International Student Seizing 
Opportunities ---”

By: Shinano Murei

Registration for Winter and 
Spring classes has already began 
and will continue until Tuesday, 
January 3 for Winter classes and 
Tuesday, January 24 for Spring 
classes.

Call or stop by the Student 
Development Center to make an 
appointment to see an academic 
advisor.  

You will now be able to sched-
ule appointments for Saturday.  
Make sure that you come pre-
pared for your appointment. 

Pick up an academic checklist 
for your major, which is available 
in the Student Development Cen-

Spring is Coming
. . .OK, and what about 

birth control?

. . . I use LITTAUER. 
They are up on the latest, 

they are support i ve, 
accept FM’s insurance 
and, most important ly, 
they are conf ident ial .

Meeting all your healthcare needs,
conveniently and confidentially.

L I T T A U E R

Complete healthcare information for EVERYONE at www.nlh.org
Call — 773-5729 — the Women’s Health Line

word of the month: sexpel-
the act of expelling a 

roomate from a dorm room or 
shared residence because of 
an individual’s engagement in 
sexual activity, more tradi-
tionally known as “sexiling”

Gateway’s SextionTH
E

An Introductory to The Gateway’s new Love 
Column-- By: Brittany Lennon

ter.  You can go to the FM website 
to view an online schedule for the 
Spring semester.  

Come to your appointment with 
a list of courses you want to take 
along with the time and days.

Make sure you go to the Reg-
istrars and Bursars office for the 
clearing process, which can be 
done anytime before your appoint-
ment.  Bring your receipt to your 
appointment as well.

Arrive at your appointment on 
time or you may be required to 
reschedule.  Do not wait to make 
an appointment.  First come, first 
serve.

By: Brittany Lennon
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The Elec Tech Club will be having 
a raffle starting November 9 until 
Thanksgiving.

The proceeds from the raffle will 
be going to the Hurricane Irene flood 
victims along with a portion going to 
the Elec Tech Club.

There has been over twenty do-
nations from the community.  Includ-
ing gift cards from Tattoo Parlors,  
stores, and the grand prize being 
concert tickets from 97.7.

Raffle tickets will be on sale Mon-
day, Wednesday, and Fridays from 12 
to 1 outside the cafeteria.  

Tickets are $1 or $10 for fifteen 
tickets.

The Phi Theta Kappa holds induc-
tion ceremonies for new members in 
the Fall and Spring semesters. 

PTK is the academic honorary 
society for two-year college students.

This year’s induction was held on 
October 21, with 34 students being 
honored.

Fall 2011 PTK Induction;
Arthur Armstrong, Busch Brock, 

Karlo Bayke-Merino, David Blaze, 
Heather Darling, Kelly Herba, Miriam 
Holly

Stefania LaBounty, Kenneth John-
son, Elisha Keller, Katelyn Kline, Kayla 
Kosinski, Amy LaMont, Zhiren Liu

Mung Mung Lu, Laura May, Zach-
ary Maybury, Shinano Murei, Son Ny-
guyen, Courtney Nicolella, Lauren Olin,

Christine Perez, Paul Perez, Brit-
tany Reed, Sarah Ritter, Stacy Ri-
vera, Karl Svehla, Bridget Shoop, Dale 
Spraker

Timothy Tabor, Nanami Takahashi, 
Marie Tomas, Cuong Quoc Vo, and 
Subrina Weeden

Let’s hear 
it for PTK’s 
New 
Members

Help Sup-
port Hur-
rican Irene 
victims

By: Crystal Baumes

By: Brittany Lennon

SGA members unanimously voted 
against the SUNY Student Assembly 
2012 Legislative Agenda at their last 
meeting on November 10 in the Stu-
dent Union Building.

The Legislative agenda was broken 
down into two parts: the State Agenda 
and the Federal Agenda. 

The State Agenda had three main 
points:

•Work with the New York State 
governor and legislature to implement 
a “Maintenance of Effort” agreement 
for community colleges

•Increase the maximum Tuition 
Assistance Program (TAP) award, in-
troduce TAP for graduate students, 
and ensure it remains above State 
University of New York tuition to 
close the gap between maximum TAP 
awards and tuition increases under 
Rational Tuition. 

•Secure greater investment by 
the state through a “matching funds” 
program that matches 1:1 every dollar 
that SUNY diverts from administra-

tion to student services and faculty 
hiring and retention. 

The Federal Agenda only carried 
two points:

•Maintain and expand Pell grants 
and both subsidized and unsubsidized 
federal direct loan programs for un-
dergraduate and graduate students

•Ensure that federal lawmakers 
hear the voice of SUNY students and 
provide the state with the resources 
needed to preserve a quality public 
higher education system.

The SGA members were to vote 
on the agenda exactly as it was with 
no changes. The main discussion was 
based on shared presidencies between 
colleges. The third point in the State 
agenda is based on the money schools 
save by sharing presidents; in return 
for having to do this the SUNY system 
wants the state to match their savings 
to help the schools. 

Members of SGA disapproved of 
the agenda and the agenda will not 
be passed. 

SGA fails SUNY Agenda
By: Crystal Baumes

About twenty four students are 
displaced from their dorms after a 
fire scare in one unit recently.

Some students had brought 
candles into the dorm, which is not 
permitted, causing the smoke alarms 
and sprinklers to go off. The sprin-
klers caused severe water damage to 
the dorms. 

Six of the damaged apartments 
will not be livable again until next se-
mester, according to FMCC President 
Dustin Swanger.

The students are staying at a 
nearby motel. They are being provided 
transportation through the Brown 
Shuttle Bus. 

“We are so fortunate that we had 
just put in a sprinkler system last 
summer,” said Swanger. 

Disciplinary measures will be tak-
en against the students who brought 
the candles in said Swanger.

The apartments are being reno-
vated.

By: Adrianna Alejandro

Fire Scare in 
Campus ViewThe holidays are soon approaching. 

Campus clubs are putting found-
raisers to help those less fortunate 
this christmas season. 

Graphic Arts is putting together 
a Toys for Tots fundraiser. 

The SNA is holding a coat drive. 
Word of Grace is holding Opera-

tion Christmas Child Donations.
SGA is holding a 50/50 Raffle to 

raise money for Cancer. 
Able is putting together the Warm 

the Children project.
Students of the World is also rais-

ing money for Christmas Wish.
So help donate to good causes and 

talk to your own clubs about putting 
together fundraisers to help those in 
need this holiday season

Club 
Fundraisers
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Sports & Entertainment

The infamous Kim Kardashian has 
done it again!

She’s back in the spotlight only 
72 days after her marriage with Kris 
Humphries. Kim filed for divorce Mon-
day October 31 and the news quickly 
spread.       

The twitter jokes, facebook 
posts, and tumblr gifs overloaded 
computers nation wide. The most 
popular question seemed to occupy 
most of facebook and twitter- what 
lasted longer than Kim Kardashian’s 
marriage?

According to buzzfeed.com the 
most popular answers were the av-
erage life span of a sea monkey,OJ 
Simpson’s Murder Trial, and even 
Kardashian’s engagement to her soon-
to-be ex husband. The dailybeast.com 
also shared their favorite answers. 
Some of which including the length 
of time Martha Stewart spent be-
hind bars and Forrest Gump’s Cross-
Country Run.

Many students of Fulton-Mont-
gomery Community College also took 

an interest in the not so surprising 
divorce. When asked the question, 
“What lasted longer than Kim’s mar-
riage,” the Gateway got some interest-
ing answers!

Ashley Tedesco said, “One thing 
that lasted longer than Kim’s marriage 
was the E! Special on Kim’s wedding.”

James Pike of Gloversville an-
swered, “Charlie Sheen’s drug addic-
tion.”

Veronica Fickett couldn’t decide 
what lasted longer, a hangover or the 
flu.

Alisha Young simply stated “Ev-
erything.”

It didn’t seem to surprise any of 
the students at FMCC. Pike stated, 
“I’m not surprised at all. I thought all 
along it was a publicity stunt.”       

Kim’s marriage may be over, but 
her place in the spotlight isn’t gone. 
The search for love will continue for 
Kim and will also be followed by her 
fans.

Opening season for the men’s bas-
ketball team starts at a 7-1 record! 

With the season just beginning 
last week, the Raiders are already 
making a statement for the other 
teams in their region. 

Cayuga CC, Hudson Valley CC, 
North Country CC and Adirondack 
are the four teams that the Raiders 
have recently defeated, with hopes of 
continuing their winning streak.

Jose Irizarry (#15) and Wynn 
Adams (#12) are two returning sopho-
mores from last year. Irizarry stands 
as returning captain and starting point 

guard for the Raiders. 
Irizarry spoke confidently about 

this year’s team, saying, “I know that 
we are going to be the most success-
ful team at FM under Coach Collar. 
We have great chemistry and we are 
a very talented group of players. With 
a combination of our great coaching 
staff and players, we should be right 
at the top of region 3 hoops.” 

Irizzary also spoke about what 
he hopes to accomplis this season; 

Sonny Moore aka SKRILLEX is be-
coming more known around the world. 

The combination between dubstep, 
electro, and glitch all put together is 
what one would call SKRILLEX.

Now with a tour going from Dallas 
to Florida to Europe, the crazy sounds 
put together creating this music are 
being heard everywhere. 

Before SKRILLEX Sonny Moore’s 
musical background began when he 
was in the band From First To Last. 
He was a part of the band for three 
years, starting at the age of 16. He 
then dropped out of the band to work 
alone on his own music. 

This amazing music started in 
2009 when he remixed songs with 
Lady GaGa and Snoop Dogg like “Bad 
Romance” and “Sensual Seduction”. 

In 2010 he released his own EP 
album called, My name is SKRILLEX. 
With only 6 songs showing his skills 
and talent. 

That same year SKRILLEX was 
signed to Mau5trap record label that 
followed up with a release to his of-
ficial second album “Scary Monsters 
& Nice Sprites.”

The album had 8 songs in the top 
10 charts with the number one being 
dubstep, which usually doesn’t happen. 

Have you 
heard the new 
sensation?

The IPhone 5 was thought to be 
the heir to the IPhone 4. Instead, in 
their last big announcement under co-
founder Steve Jobs, Apple unveiled 
the IPhone 4S.

The 4S is nearly identical in size, 
structure, and color options. If you are 
an IPhone user who has updated with 
the IOS 5 software you are getting 
close to the full 4S experience. For 
those who do not have the IPhone or 
the newly updated IOS 5 software 
here are some of the things you are 
missing out on:

-Quick camera access
-Ability to edit photos
-Free IPhone to IPhone messaging 

(Also compatible with IPad 2)
-Faster downloading
-Faster gameplay on Apps

Perhaps the most intriguing fea-
ture of the IOS 5 software for the 
IPhone 4 is the drop down screen that 
allows a quick view of weather, stocks, 
messages, mail, and social networking 
notifications. The software is also 
fully compatible with Twitter making 
it simple to tweet photos.

The only significant difference 
between the IPhone 4 and the New 
IPhone 4S is the voice recognition 
app called Siri. Siri comes only with 
the 4S model of the IPhone. For some 
people this app may be enough to want 
to upgrade. You can tell Siri virtually 
any command that has to do with your 
contacts, calendar, messaging, photos 
and phone services. The app will do 
as you say promptly and allow you to 
confirm before making anything final. 
After testing it out I was amazed at 
how easy the app was to use. Unlike 
other apps of its kind you do not need 
to yell or clearly pronounce certain 
words. Siri is the real deal.

However, as an owner of the 
IPhone 4 I do not recommend any rush 
to upgrade to the 4S. Its similarity to 
the IPhone 4 has not encouraged me 
to spend upwards of $700 to upgrade 
without a new contract. With that 
being said if you are not already an 
IPhone user, the 4S could be your cell 
phone solution.

“My individual goals are to continue 
to be an all-conference point guard 
and lead my team to a championship. 
As far as goals for this season, we all 
hope to play our hearts out and be a 

championship winning team.” 
Adams spoke about his team 

members, saying, “I think this year’s 
team is gelling together very well. Our 
freshmen have been performing well 
in games and work hard every day in 
practice to earn their minutes. I en-
joy playing with my teammates and I 
am proud of the way they handle the 
pressure of close game situations so 
far this season. “

With the small crew of return-
ing starters and the large group of 
talented freshman, working together 
to produce the outcome they all hope 
for is working in their favor. 

While back to back games and 
tournaments continue to approach, 
the Raiders continue to practice hard 
every day to get better and ready for 
their upcoming opponents.

Not all 
Fairytales end 
Happily-Ever 
After

A new sound 
thats tearing

By: Maria Almonte

The Iphone 4S.. 
Should 
you Upgrade?
By: Anthony Auspelmyer

By: Megan Siegle

up the charts--

Raider’s have the 
tools for a great season
By: Dorian Martinez

Photos by: Eugene Wilson


