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By Sandy Shatley
Major renovations, $3 mil-

lion worth of construction, took 
place on campus this summer.  

The project includes the 
heating system replacement, 
the asbestos removed from 
the ceiling in the 
labs, as well as add-
ing ventilation to 
some of the labs that 
need to sterilize the 
equipment.  

In  add i t ion , 
doors have been 
replaced that don’t 
close properly, and 
an entire new suite 
has been added for 
the rad-tech pro-
gram. In the labo-
ratory, where there 
was water infi ltra-
tion, a lot of water 
had seeped in and 
the fl oor tiles would 
not stick.  

This was dried 
and brand new tiles 
installed in time for 
returning fall stu-
dents.  

“We are decom-
missioning the wa-
ter well, and now will be on the 
city water system,” said FMCC 
President Dustin Swanger.  
“There is work to be done for 
the New York State Department 
of Health, as we’ll be sealing 
off the system.  We will still 
use it for non-potable water 
purposes,” he continued.  

Ongoing plans include 
work on the perimeter road and 

Nearly 2,300 students enrolled at FM this fall
About 2,300 full and part-

time students will be attending 
FM this fall, according to Jane 
R. Kelley interim vice president 
for student affairs.

This is about a 3 percent 
increase going into the start of 
the fall semester.

A total of 150 of those 
students will be living in Cam-
pus View Apartments, which 
had a waiting list at the end of 
August. 

Kelley said of that number 
26 were international, 64 out of 
county and 60 from Metro-New 
York. It’s no longer Building 1 
or Building 2 at Campus View; 
it’s now Fulton Hall and Mont-
gomery Hall. 

Some renovations have 
taken place, and a beach vol-
leyball court will be installed. 
There is a  game area in the 
residence life center.

Mike DiGiacomo returns 
as the residence life director 
and there are six resident advis-
ers. Scott Schneider is the head 
of  security. Thom Burrows will 
be handling maintenance.

She said one draw to the 
apartments has been the new 
meal plan.

Campus View, which is 
privately owned but managed 
by FM, last academic year ex-
perienced excessive fi re alarms 
and fi re department responses 
that lead to the removal of 

stoves from the apartments 
and an uproar among residents. 
Kelley said there will be stoves 
available in the  Residence Life 
Center and each suite comes 
with a full sized refrigerator 
and microwave.

For 19 meals a week, a 
student will pay $1350 per 

semester and for 14 meals a 
week, a student will pay $1,250 
per semester.

There also will be a meal 
card that will have a declining 
balance. For example, a student 
could put $100 on the card and 
then use the card instead of 
cash to purchase food up to the 

initial $100 or whatever dollar 
amount a student selects.

“The cafeteria will receive 
a whole new face lift,” said Jim 
Spence, food services director 
for Chartwells, the new vendor,  
“from the cafeteria entrance to 
the way the food is arranged 
and presented to the meal plan.  
The meal plan, however, will 
be one of the focal points for 
the change.”  

With the goal in mind to 
operate at times more conve-
nient for students and faculty, 
the cafeteria hours of operation 
for fall will be 7:45 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. for breakfast and lunch, 
and again from 5:00 to 7:00 
p.m. for dinner. 

The Cyber Cafe outside 
the Evans Library will be open. 
The classroom lounge has been 
turned into Market Central. 
Some of the new food brands 
are Au Bon Pain, Dunkin’ Do-
nuts, Play Bowls, Wild Greens 
and Nathan’s.

By Sandy Shatley 
“Our  tag  l ine  in  the 

Bookstore is “Futures Made. 
Here.”Bookstore Manager 
Amy Sanchez said.

“Fall is the launch of the 
new logo, and items purchased 
at the Bookstore will display 
it.” 

New items for fall are um-
brellas, mugs, and folders.  As 
the manager, she tries to bring 
in new items and get them in 
early in order to offer the best 
pricing.  

“We still offer nursing uni-
forms and rad-tech uniforms, 
and we are proud of the fact that 
we have one of the best prices 
on USB drives for a very good 
name brand – SanDisk®,” she 
said with enthusiasm.  

“Students also need to 
know what the computer lab 
will handle, know before they 
buy that sort of thing.  

“The software we now 
have available will indicate 
what computers it will handle.  
We test them in here fi rst so that 
you look here fi rst on campus 
computers.”  

A trip to the Bookstore 
should be quick and easy, 
and it’s the job of bookstore 
personnel to give everyone 
the best service.  Art kits are 
still available.  Professors tell 
the staff what they want in the 

kits, and they make them up 
accordingly.  

“When we put the items in 
a kit, students pay far less than 
they would by purchasing them 
individually.  We work closely 
with the Art Department,” 
she said.  “For example, Joel 
Chapin has required certain 
items for fall, and separate ones 
for the spring kits.”  

The aim is to provide the 
knowledge in order to help the 
students obtain what they need 
for a successful class.  

Signs are posted that list 
what is needed as well as op-
tional items. She emphasized 
that if students want used books, 
they should get in early.  “We 
always try to have as many used 
books as we can.”

Students should stop at the 
Bursars Offi ce to get deferral 
forms first.  Deferrals begin 
July 28 and run through Sep-
tember 12.

“We want to make sure 
that they have the knowledge 
needed in order to buy what 
is going to work.  We give the 
students that knowledge,” she 
concluded.  “If they have any 
questions they can always stop 
by or give us a call at 762-
8022.”

Hours will be posted at the 
bookstore, by telephone, and on 
the FM web site.

Bookstore is 
ready for start of 
classes, meeting 
student needs 

$3 million in summer 
renovations nearly done

creating a new drop-off area for 
the child care center.  

“We will widen the road 
behind the classroom build-
ing,” Swanger said, “avoiding 
some fender-benders as a safety 

issue.”  
The location of the bus 

stop will be changed.  Due to 
problems with gas fumes, the 
bus stop will now be toward 
the back of the classroom 
building.

Montgomery County plans 
to widen the rear entrance to the 
campus as well as the road so 
that there will be a turning lane 
into the campus.  There will 

now be two lanes exiting the 
campus allowing for smoother 
traffi c fl ow.  

President Swanger received 
word this summer that Senator 
Hugh Farley had secured a 

$250,000 grant for FM to refur-
nish the classroom building.

“We will be replacing 
desks and chairs with more 
modern furniture.  This will 
allow the faculty more flex-
ibility in shaping the rooms.”  
Swanger concluded by saying, 
“We are looking forward to the 
changes and improvements of 
the classrooms.  This will be a 
whole new look.” 

Sandy Shatley was a story 
contributor.
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By Sandy Shatley
FMCC President Dustin Swanger 

feels that the FMCC campus at the Riv-
erfront Center was the right move at the 
right time. “When we were opening, the 
hope was to have fi ve classes run in the 
spring semester.  We ended up with 12 
classes running,” he said.  

He continued, “We had one class 
operating this summer, but for the 
fall semester we have 14 scheduled 
classes.”

By Sandy Shatley
“The majority of computers for 

students’ use on campus are located here 
in the Evans Library,” Librarian Dan 
Towne said.  “Some of the computers 
have not only academic software, but 
also internet and I-tunes.”

Among the traditional services 
offered at the library are research and 
reference help, including catalog, data 
base and internet sources, and tips avail-
able for web site validation.  

There is always a librarian on duty 
from 8:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., allowing 
ample opportunity for available help to 
students and faculty.  In addition, faculty 
can bring their students in for course 
work or instruction.  

The Evans Library now has a way 
for students to send the librarians an 
e-mail or do a live chat.  This was new 
for the last semester, and it is a shared 
service with both Schenectady County 
Community College and Hudson Valley 
Community College.  

Towne indicated, “There are people 
that monitor it and have a window open 
on their in box so that students can ask 
questions or get help right away.”  The 
hours for live chat are 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, and 12:00 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. on Saturday. 

Something Old, New, 
and Borrowed at The Evans Library

 “Of course,” he said, “e-mail can be 
sent at anytime.”  Because that service 
is shared, librarians at the other schools 
monitor the live chat even when The 
Evans Library is closed.  

The Commons was new for 2007-
2008, and has now been operational 
for a full year.  “We were caught off 
guard a little, though,” Librarian Mary 
Donohue said. 

 “The intent was to get people 
into the Library to work in groups in 
an academic space.  We ran into some 
unexpected disruptions, and as result, a 
Code of Conduct is now in place.”  

The space was developed in order 
for people to have a safe, quiet place of 
study, as well as a location for people 
to gather in groups.  “The space needs 
to remain an academic area,” Donohue 
said.   

 “Attendance in the Evans Library 
is up by more than 20 percent on aver-
age, per day, and we’re very pleased,” 
Donohue commented.  “Our door count 
has shown an increase in Library traffi c 
over the past fi ve years.”  

The door count has gone from 
87,169 in 2004-2005 to 122,520 in 
2007-2008.  

She continued, “Even without the 
Commons we were increasing at ap-
proximately 7 and 8 percent.  However, 
this past year we’ve gone through the 
roof with a 20,000 count increase.  

This does not include the summer 
numbers due to classes being held in 
the Library and the Deans offi ces being 
relocated.  We would defi nitely have 
a greater increase if we counted the 
summer. So, our services were utilized 
by a 20 percent increase over the last 
academic year.”  

The computers are located in the li-
brary now, and another reason, Librarian 
Towne believes, is the fact that student 
enrollment in general has increased.  
Group study and quite study are avail-
able, and he cited that as an additional 
incentive for more students to come 
through the Evans Library doors.

Holding classes at Amsterdam’s 
Riverfront Center a success

The feedback from the faculty who 
taught classes, the students and the com-
munity has been positive.  Residents in 
the community have expressed being 
grateful that FM is in Amsterdam, and 
that it is a beautiful facility.  “It is about 
time we were in Amsterdam,” was one 
of the comments Dr. Swanger received 
from a city resident.
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Changes impacting student, faculty, 
handicapped drivers and visitors were 
announced this summer by Mark Pierce, 
head of campus security.

Pierce said the general parking lot 
located on the west end of the campus, 
behind Evans Library, will be desig-
nated Faculty/Staff Parking Lot 5.

Two administration lots will be 
renamed Faculty/Staff Parking Lots 3 
and 4.

The four Student Lots will be re-
named Student Parking Lots A/B/C/D. 
All Students will be required to park in 
the assigned lots on the east end of the 
college only.

There is a new parking lot only for 
the Daycare Center, just for Daycare 

Parking reg changes 
take affect this semester

Sept. 3 Wednesday,   Orientation
Sept. 3 Wednesday,   Last Day to Register w/o Late Fee
Sept. 4 Thursday,   First Day of Classes for Fall Semester
Sept. 4-10 Thurs.–Wed.,  Late Registration (subject to $25 late fee)
Sept. 4-17 Thurs.–Wed.,   Late Payment Period ($25.00 late fee)
Sept. 10 Wednesday,   Last Day for Student-Initiated Sched. Changes
Sept. 18 – Oct. 1 Thurs.–Wed.  Late Payment Period (additional $50 late fee)
Oct. 13 Monday,   College Closed – Columbus Day Holiday 
    (Saturday classes will meet)
Oct. 22 Wednesday,   Mid-Term Grades Due
Oct. 27 Monday,   Registration Begins for Winter and Spring
Nov. 7 Friday,    Last Day for Individual Course Withdrawals
Nov. 11 Tuesday,    College Closed – Veteran’s Day Holiday
Nov. 27-30 Thurs.–Sun.,   College Closed – Thanksgiving Holiday
Dec. 1 Monday,    Deadline to Apply for Graduation
Dec 5. Friday,    S p e c i a l  F r i d a y  M a k e u p  S e s s i o n 
    (night classes only)
Dec. 12 Friday,    Last Day of Classes (classes end at 10 p.m.)
Dec. 13 Saturday,    Final Exams
Dec. 15-16 Mon.-Tues.,  Final Exams
Dec. 18 Thursday,  Final Grades Due
Dec. 24 – Jan 1 Wed.–Thurs.,  College Closed Christmas Holiday

Important Dates for Students 
Academic Calendar for Fall 2008

The Perrella Gallery is hosting an 
exhibit by an Austrian artist who has 
a sculpture on display at the Olympic 
Games in Beijing.

The exhibit, “Inner View Expand-
ed,” will feature Caroline Ramersdor-
fer’s stone sculptures as well as several 
video installations. It will be the fi rst 
show by an international artist hosted by 
the FM Foundation at the gallery.

The exhibit will be open Friday, 
Sept. 5 through Saturday, Oct. 25. 
A reception, sponsored by Stewart’s 
Shops, will take place from 7 to 9 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 20. Refreshments will 
be served, and there will be no charge 
to attend.

The artist, who works out of a 
studio in Wells, has been recognized 
worldwide and exhibited in Egypt, Tai-
wan, Dubai, Canada and Japan.

She submitted a marble piece de-
sign that was one of 50 by international 

artists chosen for display outside the 
Olympic Stadium in Beijing. It is part 
of a sculpture park that also includes 
a work by Hamilton County artist and 
Johnstown native John Van Alstine and 
other international sculptors.

Earlier this year, Ramersdorfer 
completed a monumental piece in Cairo, 
Egypt. Images of this work will be 
included in the Perrella Gallery exhibi-
tion.

Ramersdorfer’s abstract sculptures 
consist of multi-layered slabs of stone 
that have been deeply carved, creating 
an intricate lattice-like interior space 
when lined up.

“Ramersdorfer works with the inter-
action of light and time on her sculptural 
forms, the result of which creates a con-
stantly changing appearance and person-
ality in each piece,” said Joel Chapin, 
director of the Perrella Gallery.

Perrella Gallery’s fi rst show to feature 
international sculptor Caroline Ramersdorfer

employees and pick-up/drop off of 
children.  

He said as a result, there will be fi ve 
Faculty/Staff Lots, one Visitors Lot, four 
Student Parking Lots and one Daycare 
Parking Lot. 

Public Safety has also restructured 
the parking permit types. All college 
administrators, faculty and staff will be 
issued the same permit.

 Handicapped parking will be di-
rectly behind the classroom building. 
Due to the diffi culty of seeing oncoming 
traffi c when backing or pulling out of 
many Classroom parking spaces, that 
parking lot was made wider.  

Caroline Ramersdorfer in white working the Chinese workers.
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WOMEN’S SOCCER  2008
September 3,  Wednesday Finger Lakes C.C.   4:00 p.m. Away  
September 6,  Saturday  Jefferson C.C.   1:00 p.m.   Away 
September 8,  Monday,   Mohawk Valley C.C.  4:00 p.m. Away  
September 11,  Thursday,  Herkimer C.C.    7:00 p.m. Home  
September 13,  Saturday,  Genesee C.C.    3:00 p.m.   Home
September 16,  Tuesday,  North Country C.C.    5:00 p.m.   Home  
September 18,  Thursday,  Clinton     4:00 p.m.   Away 
September 20,  Saturday,   Columbia Greene  1:00 p.m.  Home 
September 25,  Thursday,  Cayuga   2:00 p.m. Home 
September 27 Saturday SUNY Delhi  1:00 p.m. Away
October 2 Thursday Hudson Valley C.C. 4:00 p.m. Away
October 7 Tuesday Finger Lakes CC 4:00 p.m. Away
October 11 Saturday Broome C.C.  1:00 p.m. Home
October 16 Thursday Clinton CC  4:00 p.m. Home

WOMEN’ VOLLEYBALL 2008
September 6  Saturday  Mohawk Valley Tourney  TBA   Away  
September 11  Thursday  Herkimer C.C.   1:00 p.m.   Home 
September 13 Saturday FMCC Tourney  9:00 a.m.  Home
 (Adirondack, Broome, Coby, HVCC, MVCC, Onondaga)  
September 18 Thursday Hudson Valley C.C.  6:00 p.m.  Away  
September 20 Saturday  Jefferson C.C.   1:00 p.m.  Away  
September 23  Tuesday  Mohawk Valley C.C.  6:00 p.m.  Away 
September 26-27 Fri, & Sat Onondaga C.C. Tourney  TBA  Away
October 2 Thursday Word of Life  6:00 p.m. Home
October 4 Saturday Tompkins-Cortland Tourney TBA Away
October 7 Tuesday Adirondack C.C. 7:00 p.m. Away
October 9 Thursday SUNY Delhi  7:00 p.m. Home
October 13 Monday Onondaga C.C.  7:00 p.m. Home
October 15 Wednesday Broome C.C.  7:00 p.m. Away
October 21 Tuesday Sub-Regionals   7:00 p.m.  Away
    @ Tompkins Cortland C.C. 

Aug. 27   Wednesday  ACP-Scrimmage 5:30 p.m. Away 
Aug. 30   Saturday  FLCC Kick-Off Tournament  TBA Away
Aug. 31   Sunday  FLCC Kick-Off Tournament  TBA Away
Sept. 4 Thursday  Clinton CC  4:00 p.m. Away
Sept. 6 Saturday  *Jefferson CC  3:00 p.m. Away 
Sept. 8 Monday  Mohawk Valley CC 4:00 p.m. Home 
Sept. 10  Wednesday  Herkimer CC  7:00 p.m. Away 
Sept. 13  Saturday  *Genesee CC  1:00 p.m. Home 
Sept. 14  Sunday  Corning CC  1:00 p.m. Home 
Sept. 16  Tuesday  *North Country CC 3:00 p.m. Home 
Sept. 20  Saturday  Jamestown CC (Olean) 2:00 p.m. Home 
Sept. 23  Tuesday  Broome CC  4:00 p.m. Home 
Sept. 25  Thursday  *Cayuga CC  4:00 p.m. Home 
Sept. 30  Tuesday  Adirondack CC  4:30 p.m. Away 
Oct. 2  Thursday  Hudson Valley CC 4:00 p.m. Away
Oct. 7  Tuesday   SUNY Delhi  4:00 p.m. Home
Oct. 9  Thursday  Tompkins Cortland CC 7:00 p.m. Away
Oct. 11 Saturday  *WOLBI  3:00 p.m. Home
Oct. 18 Saturday  Sub-Regional  TBA  TBA 
Oct. 21 Tuesday  Quarterfi nal  TBA  TBA
Oct. 25-26  Sat.-Sun.  Regionals  TBA  TBA
Nov. 8-9  Sat.-Sun.  Nationals  TBA  TBA

Men’s Soccer 2008

Raider teams prepared for fall sports, 
Vic Malagisi joins FM coaching staff 

FM athletics look to be competitive 
in fall collegiate sports, according to 
Kevin Jones, athletics coordinator.

“We’ll be very competitive in all 
sports,” he said. “We’ll just have to see 
what other teams in the region have and 
go from there.”

Vic Malagisi, former Johnstown 
High School soccer coach, will run 
the Lady Raiders program. He has 15 
athletes, a combination of transfers and  
local players.

MOUNTAIN VALLEY Conference 
Adirondack Community College
SUNY — Cobleskill
Columbia-Greene Community College
SUNY — Delhi
Fulton-Montgomery Community Col lege
Herkimer Community College
Hudson Valley Community College
Mohawk Valley Community College
Morrisville Community College
Schenectady Community College

Jones said, “We’ve had stability 
with volleyball and men’s soccer. The 
turnover has been in women’s soccer. I 
think that we’ve found with Vic that he 
is organized, understands the game and 
relates well to the athletes. That’s a good 
starting point.”

Holly Livingston is back again as 
coach of the women’s volleyball team. 
Twelve athletes turned out initially. 
Jones noted that the dedication is there 
since practices are at 6 a.m.

Chris Rogers  heads the men’s 
soccer team for the eighth season. He 
started out with about 20 athletes. 

All teams have either begun or 
will begin this week to cpmpete in the 
Mountain Valley Conference

Students interested in intramural 
sports should be watching bulletin 
boards for registration.

Intramurals are run by Ryan 
LaRowe, HPER/athletics technician.

The FMCC web site says that dodge 
ball will run from 12 to 1 p.m. Mondays 
in the gymnasium. There is maximum 
of 12 players on a team but preferred 
number is 10 v. 10. 

There will be divisions, team stand-
ings and eventually an intramural Dodge 
Ball Tournament. 

The teams will be seeded accord-
ing to how they do during the “regular 
season.”

LaRowe said on the web site that  
fl ag football will be making its return 
to the line up in the fall of 2008. 

Flag football will be offered this 
semester every Tuesday from 12:30 to 
2:00. 

“We will see how long we will be 
able to make it through the semester 
outside before wintery weather heads 
our way. With the NFL season back 
upon us in early September, this will be 
the perfect time to start our intramural 
fl ag football league,” he said.

Indoor soccer for the fall semester 
be on Wednesdays. 

LaRowe said, “I’m doing this in part 
because I feel that over an hour and half 
the participants become complacent and 
sometimes get bored. So I’m switching 
the day so the activity has less time, but 
at the same time it will keep the partici-
pants fi red up and ready to go for that 
hour of play.”

Teams may have a maximum of 
eight players, but games will only be 6 
v. 6. Substitutions will take place fi ve 
minutes into each game. Games will run 
10 minutes apiece. 

“The way we run our games is that 
the winner stays on for two games and 
then sits once. There were only three 
teams for our Spring semester so we 
are defi nitely looking to increase that 
number. The teams were filled with 
highly gifted players, which made the 
competition very intense.

Intramural 3v3 basketball was by 
far the most popular intramural activity 
offered last semester, LaRowe wrote on 
the web site.

This semester basketball will have 
an extra half hour as it will run on Thurs-
days from 12:30 to 2:00. 

There were many times in the 
Spring of 2008 where games had to be 
cut short because we ran out of time, 
and adding the extra half hour should 
eliminate that all together,” he said. 

“In our intramural basketball league 
we had 10 teams. This activity is also by 
far the most competitive by a landslide. 
The teams are made up of a variety of 
athletes, not just basketball players, 
which adds a different fl avor to the type 
of play.    

“We will run the same format this 
upcoming semester with two divisions, 
and then take the top four teams in each 
division to make a single elimination 
playoff tournament so we can crown the 
eventual champion.”

Intramurals offering 
dodge ball, basketball, 
fl ag football, soccer


