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2019 Student Research Showcase  
 The Van Wagenen Library is excited to announce that we will be hosting the 5th Annual 
Student Research Showcase! As in previous years we will partner with the Honors Center to 
highlight the amazing breadth of student research taking place here at SUNY Cobleskill. The 
Showcase will take place on April 24th from 4:00pm to 6:00pm at the Library.  
 

 This year we’re also introducing the Van Wagenen Library Research Paper Awards to 
recognize and celebrate excellent writing as part of our annual Student Research Showcase. 
We hope to expand this awards program in subsequent years, but in our inaugural year, 
eligibility will be limited to essays submitted as research papers from sections of ENGL 101. 
Each ENGL 101 instructor may nominate one exceptional paper from their Summer or Fall 
2018 sections and winners will be announced in April at the Showcase  
 

 Students who wish to submit their work for the SRS must register. Registration is currently 
open and will close on April 10th. Presenters are welcome to submit posters previously 
printed or to pay for their own posters to be printed using their own templates. The library will 
pay for posters to be printed but presenters who chose this option must use the provided 
template when it becomes available.  
 

 Please visit https://www.cobleskill.edu/library/srs.aspx for the most up-to-date information 
regarding the SRS, including links to registration, poster templates, and more. If you'd like to take a look at past years 
poster presentations, visit the Student Publications section of the Institutional Repository. We look forward to another 
great event!  

 Open Educational Resources (OERs) are tools that educators can use to supplement or build a course. OERs are free 
for anyone to reuse, revise, remix, and redistribute and are a low-cost, tailored solution for faculty and students. SUNY 
Cobleskill officially entered the OER arena back in 2017 when New York State made the decision to invest $8 million to 
spread the development and use of open educational resources to try to spur the adoption of low-cost digital textbooks. 
This allowed SUNY campuses, including SUNY Cobleskill, to offer incentives to faculty in the form of stipends to adopt 
and/or develop OERs for their classes. SUNY required that any course be at least 51% OER to be eligible for the stipend. 
Since 2017, two rounds of incentives have been offered to faculty based on NYS investments. Nine SUNY Cobleskill 
faculty have developed or are in the process of developing OER-based courses so far; this relates to more than fifteen 
course sections. 
 

 SUNY Cobleskill is committed in sustaining the use of OERs by our faculty. To that end, we are offering a third round of 
incentives in 2019. Like the previous incentive, any faculty who designs a course to use at least 51% OERs is eligible for 
a $1,000 stipend. We encourage faculty who teach higher enrollment and general education courses become involved, as 

well as courses with high-cost textbooks. OERs are all about saving the students money while at 
the same time allowing faculty the ability to customize course materials, creating the “perfect” 
course packet or textbook instead of being bound to a traditional one-size-fits-all model. Please 
see our Open Educational Resources guide or contact Peter Barvoets (barvoepd@cobleskill.edu, 
518-255-5894) here at Van Wagenen Library for more information and specific details related to 
the 2019 incentive.  

A Brief History of OERs at SUNY Cobleskill 

Streaming Video Service Kanopy Is a Big Hit!  
 In January 2018 the Van Wagenen Library added the streaming video service Kanopy to our list of databases 
accessible by SUNY Cobleskill students, faculty, and staff. This exciting new addition to our database line-up features 
video content ranging from classic cinema and foreign films to documentaries and instructional videos. The streaming 
videos are licensed for in-class viewing or may be watched out-of-class or off-campus by anyone with a SUNY Cobleskill 
username and password. The database can be accessed by visiting https://cobleskill.kanopy.com. 
 

 Our contract allows us full access to all the videos in Kanopy’s extensive collection, but we only 
pay for a film after it has been viewed four times. After the fourth viewing we automatically license 
the film and can watch it an unlimited number of times without further charges for a full calendar 
year.  
 

 The service appears to have become quite popular in its first year at SUNY Cobleskill as our 
users have viewed over 660 individual films since last January. Our special licensing agreement with Kanopy, however, 
means we’ve only been charged for 19 of those films. Multiple faculty have assigned Kanopy films knowing students won’t 
have to pay additional fees to access them or be required to wait to check out a single copy of a DVD from the library. So 
far, the most popular titles in the collection have been classic films from the Criterion Collection (e.g. The Passion of Joan 
of Arc, The Gold Rush), educational films about business and social science topics, and documentaries about important 
literary figures including Henry David Thoreau and James Baldwin.  

https://www.cobleskill.edu/library/srs.aspx
https://dspace.sunyconnect.suny.edu/handle/1951/69175
https://libraryguides.cobleskill.edu/oer
mailto:barvoepd@cobleskill.edu
https://cobleskill.kanopy.com
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Mandy Recommends... 

Difficult Women   
by Roxane Gay 
 

Yes, Please 
by Amy Poehler 
 

Sweet: Desserts from 
London's Ottolenghi   
by Yotam Ottolenghi & 
Helen Goh  
 

Becoming 
by Michelle Obama 
 

The Rules Of Magic 
by Alice Hoffman 

Don Recommends... 

Forever & a Day 
by Anthony Horowitz   
 

The Grave’s a Fine & 
Private Place  
by C. Alan Bradley  
 

His Favorites 
by Kate Walbert  
 

The Poet X 
by Elizabeth Acevedo  
 

What If It’s Us? 
by Becky Albertalli & 
Adam Silvera 

Recent Arrivals... 

Queen of Air & Darkness 
by Cassandra Clare  
 

Dracul  
by Dacre Stoker  
 

Kill the Farm Boy 
by Delilah Dawson  
 

Every Breath 
by Nicholas Sparks  
 

A Call for Revolution: a Vision 
For the Future   
by The Dalai Lama  
 

Nine Perfect Strangers 
by Liane Moriarty 
 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg: a Life   
by Jane Sherron De Hart  
 

The Nowhere Child  
by Christian White  
 

Two Can Keep a Secret 
by Karen M. McManus  
 

The Reckoning 
by John Grisham  
 

The Dreamers 
by Karen Thompson Walker 

The Survey Says... 
 Last spring, Van Wagenen Library ran a large, nationally-normed survey designed 
to assess our users’ perceptions regarding service quality. We previously ran this 

survey in 2003, 2007, and 2012. Repeating the survey every few 
years helps us assess the impact of our efforts and aids in keeping 
track of users’ changing priorities.  
 

 Most of the responses (86.14%) came from students this time 
around. This represented 12.82% of the total student population so, 
while this a lower student response rate than in 2012, we feel fairly 
confident that the data regarding students is reliable. In contrast, only 

27 faculty members responded so it’s difficult to draw reasonably accurate 
conclusions about this group. It would be great to have more faculty perspectives. 
 

 So, what did we learn? Overall, 
users continue to be satisfied. As 
the table at right shows, our 
general satisfaction scores have 
gone up steadily over the years 
(scale: 1-9). With regard to the 
specific dimensions of service, we 
are very pleased to report that we got especially good marks on “Giving users 
individual attention.”   
 

 We scored at or near desired level on most things with the biggest gaps being in 
the “Library as Place” category. We’ve already taken steps to improve “quiet space 
for individual activities” on the upper level by installing sound dampening panels in 
the study rooms and establishing semi-private study cubbies with cubicle walls that 

further cut-down on noise. Making things 
more “comfortable and inviting” is most 
likely next on our priority list in this 
category. While it’s too large to 
reproduce fully here, radar charts like the 
one at left help to illustrate the various 
dimensions of service and the scores 
within. Each spoke of this particular chart 
corresponds to a specific core question 
on the survey. 
 

 We hope to follow up on all of these 
results with some very short surveys and 
possibly focus groups in order to more 

fully understand user perceptions. Please contact April Davies (518-255-5887; 
daviesac@cobleskill.edu) if you have any questions or would like to discuss the 
survey findings in greater detail. 

 

Satisfaction with 2003 2007 2012 2018 

Treatment 7.01 7.26 7.50 7.82 

Support 6.62 6.99 7.25 7.63 

Overall service quality 6.72 7.11 7.26 7.62 

 Yes, there was a recent change to U.S. copyright law. No, it shouldn’t cause you 
any problems. The “Music Modernization Act,” passed in October, changes the way 
digital streaming services acquire licenses and pay copyright fees for music 
streamed on their platforms. The changes will set up a central database for paying 
royalties; ultimately rights-holders should see better compliance with royalty 
payments from streaming services once the system is up and running. 
 

 In other (and probably bigger) copyright news, the public domain freeze is finally 
over and works began entering the public domain again on January 1. Works 
copyrighted in 1923 are now free to use without having to seek permission or pay 
some kind of fee. Barring another panic about Disney’s Steamboat Willie becoming 
public domain, we should see new works becoming available every year going 
forward. Duke Law School's Center for the Study of the Public 
Domain recently published a very useful article that clearly 
explains what public domain is and the impact of this change. 
 

 For a list of some of the titles that are now eligible for publishing 
on the open web by the likes of HathiTrust and Google, as well as 
freely available for reuse and derivation, check out "1923 in 
Literature" on Wikipedia.  

Copyright Changes 

mailto:daviesac@cobleskill.edu
https://law.duke.edu/cspd/publicdomainday/2019/
https://law.duke.edu/cspd/publicdomainday/2019/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1923_in_literature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1923_in_literature
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 If you haven't already heard, all of the SUNY libraries are migrating to 
a new integrated library system called Alma—this is the software that 
does everything behind the scenes to make sure you can find and 
access library resources. The initial entry point for you, our users, won't 
change; we'll still have a search box right on our homepage. Once you 
do a search, though, you'll be popped into our new search interface 
called Primo. Because the system is fully integrated, you'll be able to 
access our book catalog, subscription databases, your library account, 
and links to interlibrary loan all through the same interface. 
 

 Since all the libraries in SUNY are moving to this system, with a 
networked catalog of our physical materials underlying it all, you'll be 
able to walk into almost any SUNY library and check out books with your 
CobyCard. The system also streamlines requesting books from other 
SUNY libraries for Interlibrary Loan (ILL). We can still request items from any library in WorldCat (also directly searchable 
in the new interface), but requesting books from another SUNY will function more like requesting a book from another 
branch in a public library system. 
 

 This new system is conceptually a big change for us. It handles electronic resources and physical resources and media 
all in the same back-end management system, as well as handling intra-system book borrowing. Previously those were all 
different software or interfaces. It also uses OBIEE (Oracle Business Intelligence Enterprise Edition) for its analytics, 
which will give us more robust statistical reports on all fronts. 
 

 The new system is scheduled to go live simultaneously at 60+ campuses in July so please bear with us if we seem a bit 
stressed during the spring semester. Regular deliveries of chocolate might help. 

Heads Up! Big Change Coming Over Summer 

 Though custom-designed in-class instruction sessions are a great way to meet 
information literacy competency objectives, Instructional Design Librarian Don 
LaPlant is eager to point out that the library’s website also features a number of 
alternate ways to introduce students to library research skills. The sidebar on the 
library’s homepage has links to Library Guides, Library Instruction tutorials, and 
Library FAQs, all of which may be accessed 24 hours a day for independent study 
or as part of a course homework assignment.  
 

 Library Guides are often designed in consultation with course instructors to 
introduce sources of particular relevance to research assignments students will be 
asked to complete. They highlight specific databases, reference books, or 
websites that will be useful to students and typically include instruction on how to 
structure a search query, refine search results, and cite sources. The 115 Library 
Guides currently available on the library’s site were accessed over 14,000 times in 
Fall 2018. Faculty interested in collaborating on the development of a new course- 
or subject-specific guide can contact Don LaPlant at laplandd@cobleskill.edu.  
 

 A link to “Tutorials/Search Tips” can be found in the dropdown menu under the 
“Library Instruction+” link on the library’s homepage. This link provides access to a carefully curated toolkit comprising 14 
different instructional videos and interactive tutorials on subjects ranging from accessing online articles, identifying 
effective keywords, and selecting a research topic to advanced database searching, evaluating sources, and reading 
scholarly journal articles.  
 

 Finally, the Library FAQ page provides a much more concise type of instruction in response to specific needs or 
problems. The frequently asked questions on this page primarily address technical issues with library equipment (e.g. 
printers, scanners, computers), policy issues (e.g. paying fines, renewing items), and library services (e.g. Interlibrary 
Loan, study rooms, course reserves). The 33 questions on this page have been viewed nearly 15,000 times over the past 
three years. 
 

 Faculty and students are invited to contact Don LaPlant directly if there are other library-related topics they would like to 
see covered in Library Guides, tutorials, or FAQs. 

Online Options for Asynchronous Library Instruction  

Mac-n-Cheese = ♥ ♥ ♥ 
 Valentine’s Day means it is time once again for the Van Wagenen Library’s "Mac-n-Cheese Is 
Love" cook-off! Stop by Feb. 14th between 11:00am and 1:00pm to be one of our tasters and vote 
for your favorites.  
 

 The competition is open to all SUNY Cobleskill faculty, staff, and students so go ahead and 
enter your own ooey, gooey creation. Try to let us know by Feb. 7th so we can be sure to have 
enough room for all the contestants, though last minute usually works too. Please contact Cathy 
Wise for more information (518-255-5847, wisecl@cobleskill.edu).  

http://libraryguides.cobleskill.edu/?b=s
mailto:laplandd@cobleskill.edu
http://libraryguides.cobleskill.edu/tutorials
http://cobleskill.ask.libraryh3lp.com/
mailto:wisecl@cobleskill.edu
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Jan. 21 
 MLK Service Day  
 

Jan. 22 
 First Day of Classes  
 

Jan. 26 
 Australia Day  
 

Jan. 28 
 Bubble Wrap Appreciation Day 
 

Feb. 2 
 Groundhog Day 
 

Feb. 5 
 Chinese New Year 
 

Feb. 11 
 National Inventors’ Day 
 

Feb. 14 
 Mac & Cheese @ the Library 
 

Feb. 18 
 Presidents’ Day 
 

Feb. 27 
 Orange Carpet @ the Library 
 

March 1 
 National Pig Day 
 

March 5 
 Career Con @ the Library 
 

March 10 
 Daylight Saving Time Begins  
 

March 13 
 Ear Muff Day  
 

March 16-24 
 Spring Break 
 

April 2 
 International Children's Book Day 
 

April 7 
 World Health Day   
 

April 12 
 Licorice Day 
 

April 15 
 World Art Day 
 

April 21 
 Easter 
 

April 24 
 Student Research Showcase     

@ the Library  
 

April 26 
 Arbor Day 
 

May 4 
 Star Wars Day 
 

May 5 
 Ramadan Begins 
 

May 11 
 Commencement 

LIBRARY HOURS 
 

Mon.-Thurs. 7:00am - 10:00pm 
Friday 7:00am - 6:00pm 
Saturday 10:00am - 6:00pm 
Sunday 11:00am - 10:00pm 

Van Wagenen Library 
SUNY Cobleskill 

142 Schenectady Ave. 
Cobleskill, NY  12043-1702 

 

Library@cobleskill.edu 
www.cobleskill.edu/library 
T: 518-255-5841 
F: 518-255-5843 

Text Us! 

Who Is My Liaison? 
 Every academic department has a Library Liaison. Your liaison signs-off on course 
proposals, selects library materials in your subject area, and serves as your point 
person for anything library-related. If your liaison is not the person who usually 
handles your particular question or problem, they’ll hook you up with the person you 
need to talk to. 
 

 School of Agriculture & Natural Resources: 

 Agricultural Engineering = Mandy Babirad   

 Agriculture & Food Management = Katherine Brent  

 Fisheries, Wildlife & Environmental Science = Mandy Babirad   

 Plant & Animal Sciences = Pete Barvoets   
 

 School of Business & Liberal Arts & Sciences:  

 Business & Information Technology = Don LaPlant   

 Early Childhood & Psychology = April Davies   

 Liberal Studies = Don LaPlant   

 Natural Sciences & Mathematics = Mandy Babirad  
 

 You can also visit the Library’s Contact Us page 24/7 to see who is assigned to 
your area.    

Library Leadership 
 Subesquent to Elizabeth Orgeron’s evolution into a position in the Advancement 
office, Peter Barvoets has been named Interim Director of Van Wagenen Library. 
While we are still sorting out changing areas of responsibility, we want the entire 
campus community to know everyone here at the Library remains committed to 
providing the best possible service to all of our users. Our mission remains the 
same: 

Van Wagenen Library strives to make SUNY Cobleskill a better place to 
live, learn, and work by providing students, faculty, staff, and community 
members  

 a welcoming environment,  
 access to information and experiences that help extend theory into 

practice, and  
 the resources and training required to effectively discover, create, and 

share knowledge.  

Calendar 

April Davies 

daviesac@cobleskill.edu 

518-255-5887 

Don LaPlant 

laplandd@cobleskill.edu 

518-255-5858 

Mandy Babirad 

babiraal@cobleskill.edu  

518-255-5649 

Pete Barvoets 

barvoepd@cobleskill.edu 

518-255-5894 

Katherine Brent 

brentke@cobleskill.edu  

518-255-5851 

from xkcd.com, used with permission 

mailto:Library@cobleskill.edu
http://www.cobleskill.edu/library
http://www.facebook.com/pages/SUNY-Cobleskill-Van-Wagenen-Library/152889094752803
http://www.twitter.com/cobylib
https://www.cobleskill.edu/library/staff-library.aspx
mailto:daviesac@cobleskill.edu
mailto:laplandd@cobleskill.edu
mailto:babiraal@cobleskill.edu
mailto:barvoepd@cobleskill.edu
mailto:brentke@cobleskill.edu

