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Food Drive on Campus
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By Phi Theta Kappa President, Delaney Moore

On November 13 SUNY Corning
Community College invited the Food
Bank of the Southern Tier to campus. A
food drive event was held for all students
in the Kelly Lounge of the Commons from
noon to 2 p.m. Student volunteers, predominantly from the campus honor society, Phi Theta Kappa, came out to help.

Students were welcome to take any and all
food they needed. A line of students, with
bags in hand, stretched across the lounge
for the entire event, and by 2, the tables
were almost completely empty. As a volunteer myself, seeing the smiling faces on
students who were able to take food home
for no cost was wonderful.

Large amounts of food were generously donated: frozen pizzas, cake, donuts,
steaks, chickens, ketchup, frozen strawberries and blueberries. The options were
astounding.

If anyone is interested in volunteering or attending, the next food drive is December 11from noon to 1p.m. in the Commons.

The History of Christmas
By Serena VanOsdol
Today, Christmas is both an international holiday and religious event all
around the world. The Christian people
celebrate December 25th as the day on
which their Messiah was born, and on
whom their faith is build upon, while the
secular world often celebrates the day in
honor of family, generosity, and joy.
The history of this celebration dates
back millenniums. The middle of winter
has always been a time of festivity and
feasts. Farmers would slaughter their cattle in the beginning of December, so they
wouldn't have to feed them through the
winter, and much of the wine and beer
made in the onset of the year was finally
fermented enough to drink. This allows
fresh meat and drink to those who may not
have had access to it any other time in the
year, making it the perfect time of year for
feasts and parties.
While it is generally known that Jesus
was born around spring (Why would shepherds be tending the flock in winter?), the
reason his birth was initially celebrated in
the winter was so that the church would be
able to end the celebration of the pagan
holiday Saturnalia, a Roman holiday to
honor the god Saturn. This was a time of
much eating and drinking and when Roman social order was turned upside-down
for nearly a whole month.
When the church adopted this date
as theirs, it effectively ensured its celebration, just not the method.

The first true celebrations of what
many know as “Christmas” were rowdy
and chaotic, more comparable to Mardi
Gras.
As winter delivered in the shortest
and darkest day of the year, winter Solstice in the Northern Hemisphere
(December 21in our Gregorian calendar),
many people were eager to celebrate with
light and song and joy. In Scandinavia, fathers would bring home giant logs that
were set on fire to represent the sun. These
longs would burn for days and even
weeks, representing the sun and hope for
the new year.
While the specific nature of Christmas
is only a few thousand years old, the notion of celebrating with food and song is a
custom that has been established well before our time. It seems that humans just
have a knack for creating hope and light in
the darkest of times.

Candid Question

What is one of your favorite Christmas traditions?
By Leah McCarthy
“My favorite Christ-

“Looking at Christ-

mas lights with my
family after attending the Christmas
Eve service at our
church. Every year
since I was a little
girl, my family
would drive through
neighborhoods to
Lydia McCarthy
look at the Christmas
decorations and lights displayed on the different houses. There is one house in particular that goes above and beyond decorating
their house and it is very beautiful. My
family loves to see their varying decorations. This year, when I visit that house
again, I want to bring them baked goods to
tell them how much that they have meant to
me.”
“I love going to see my little sister act in
her church's Christmas play on
Christmas eve. I
have a large family, and so it is difficult for us to all get
together. For my
sister’s play,
though, the whole
family will go and
support her, and I
love that. Last year
she played little
Grace Truth
Mary; it was the most

mas tradition is related to where I am
from, which is Panama. I like it a lot
more than over here,
which is one of the
reasons that I am
going to Panama for
Christmas. I come
from a small town,
and on Christmas
Julio Caceres
day everyone from
town (neighbors, family, and relatives) will
visit each other's houses to hangout and
have a good time. Everyone will visit each
house, almost like hopping from house to
house, sometimes for only 30 minutes. In
Panama it is warm, which is nice because
we can go outside. It is a lot of fun and I
really enjoy it.”
“Opening up one Christmas present on
Christmas eve. Every year my dad will
make a scavenger hunt for me in the house,
and it’s lots of fun. My family has done it
since I was a kid.
When my brothers
were still living at
home, my dad
would set up the
scavenger hunt for
all three of us, but
now I’m the only
kid left in the
house, so it’s just
me. It’s usually a
smaller present,
but it gets us excitJallyn Walrath
ed for Christmas.”

“Joy for Every Generation”
By Lydia McCarthy

Upon entering a large and very warm
room, there were about forty elderly individuals seated before us. At the far end of
the room, a TV mounted on the wall gave
off the misleading display of a fireplace. To
the left of our entrance, there was a grand
piano, which we neatly gathered around.
Our group was of over thirty children and
young teens choosing to occupy our weekend singing carols at a local nursing home.
Our program began with an introduction
from our director with much laughter and
song to follow. As we approached the end of
our program, the director asked the audience if anyone had a song request. Some of
the audience began to hum their favorite
tune, while others intently watched the
young children in our group restlessly dance
with their feet and play with their hands.
Near the front of the audience, sat an elderly
man. I had noticed him earlier, humming
and smiling through the program. He had a
bright and wrinkled complexion, a complexion that had decades of stories written upon
it. He had a strong posture, sitting proudly,
with his leg across his knee, and hands folded, gently resting in his lap.
After waiting for someone to make a
song request, this man gently signaled the
director. She approached where he was seated and leaned over as he quietly told her his
request. They had a conversation for a few
moments and she returned to our group. She
told us, “This gentleman has requested, ‘I’ll
be Home for Christmas.’ ” “That’s a nice
song,” was my first thought. Though, what

the director said next left thoughts of that
song dancing through my head for the rest
of the day. She said to us, “This gentleman
told me that he sang this song with his
friends on Christmas, as they were being
captured by the Japanese during World
War II. We began singing, and as we completed the first few lyrics, the older man
began to cry. He reached for his handkerchief and padded his eyes. After drying his
tears, he closed his eyes and probably began to remember the circumstances which
once surrounded this song decades ago.
We came to the end. He opened his eyes
and smiled. I wonder what was going
through his mind as he woke up from the
memories of long ago and opened them
again to see us standing before him. Our
group of children and youth whose only
association with the war he experienced
was through our history books, words on a
page that could not affect our lives in the
way events had his. I approached the man
after we concluded our program. He said,
“It’s just wonderful all of you young folk
came to sing to us old folks.” I told him it
was our pleasure and thanked him for
sharing his story. He said to me, “You
know, every generation lives through
some parts of hell. We all face hard things,
but the thing that brings me joy is knowing we can all, no matter where we are or
what we are facing, we can spread joy to
another person’s life. No life goes untouched, so we might as well touch other
people’s lives with joy. That’s what this

season is all about.” I asked him why he
chose that song. He said, “Because
thoughts of home, the people who love
you most, are what will bring me joy.”
His words impacted me. He reminded
me that we all face hardships and should
take time to spread joy. That man taught
me that this season is a time for the human race, every generation, to come together in celebration, to celebrate who
we can be at our best.

So, as we all come to the end of this semester, with both exhaustion and motivation to finish, let’s remember that every
person deserves to give and receive joy.
We are all coming to the end with more
than just a big school load on our minds.
Let me encourage you to spend some of
your break doing something encouraging
for others. It really is better to give than to
receive. You may be surprised how much
joy you will receive from giving joy!

SCOP Awards
By Emma Lee Collins
SCOP, the college literary booklet that
is written by students, just celebrated its
60th year at SUNY Corning Community
College. This year’s booklet was special in
that it contained works written by current
students as well as former faculty and students. The earliest entry was a short story,
“The Last Blue Line” by Gin K Gee, written back in 1967.
The word SCOP comes from a old English term for poet.

On November 28 SCOP had its annual
awards ceremony where the writers and
editors are recognized for their efforts. Awards of a Barnes and Nobles gift card were given to this
year’s student writers and editors.
The ceremony took place in the Library’s Hanley room starting at
3:30pm.
Attendees included both current
students as well as CCC staff,
friends, and family, some of whom
were writers who had their own
work published in SCOP. Refreshments, which included cake, were
enjoyed by all attendees.

Writers may submit their original work
for consideration in the Fall. The SCOP
magazine is published in the Spring. This
is the first time that the entries were edited
by students. This year the magazine was
edited by students Emma Lee Collins and
Franklin Rayeski, both of whom were in
the Creative Writing class taught by Marie
Hannan-Mandel, the Communication Dept.
Chair, with fellow student Emily Stiles.
The next issue be in the 2019-2020 school
year.
If you are interested in picking up a
copy of this year’s SCOP issue, you can
find them in the library.

Interview with SUNY CCC Author
Joseph Gary Crance
By Ingrid Sullivan
Thank you for taking the time to speak
with me about your work—I’m actually
quite a fan after having read your books. In
your first novel, The Last Coon Hunter, the
ending was so unexpected, it took me a
week to regain enough composure to venture into your second book, A n
Exceptional Hound. Some of your classmates here at SUNY CCC hope to be published someday and would benefit from
your experience.
I’d like to ask you a few questions
about your work and the writing process in
general.

teen and the next in my early 20s. When I
published my first novel (age 53), I thought
it was a mark of shame to admit to starting
something but not taking it to finish line—
published, which should be your goal as a
writer.
As it turns out, it’s very common to see
a writer admitting that the first book they
published is the second, third, or even
fourth book they’ve written. Looking back,
I see those early attempts as part of the process of becoming published.

Tell us a little about the story you’ve created.
Excellent question. My novels are family sagas—a continuing series.
The series begins in 1976 and centers
on the Ernst family in a magical place
called Painted Post—you might have heard
of it. [Laughs] It begins with a widower,
Jacob Ernst, and his sons, and what Jacob
teaches them about the forests as they
chase behind pairs of coonhounds growing
up in a small town. And of course, there’s
the girl.
So, my novels focus on family bonds,
the hounds and their human companions,
and the relationship with the land itself.
What made you decide to write?
I completed my first novel when I was a
Continued on page 8

What life experiences have shaped your
writing?
I grew up in Painted Post, the son of a
New York State Forest Ranger, so I wanted
to share at least the experience of the forests in Upstate New York. Further, after
nearly 30 years with the military (over 20 in
uniform), every time I told someone where
home was, they invariably made
good-natured fun of the name, Painted Post.
Making the setting of my novels in Painted
Post was something of getting the last word
after so many years, so to speak, to that joking.
Tell us about your writing process.
I’d echo what many writers note: you
need the discipline to set aside some time to
write every day. For me, that was early in
the morning, 4 A.M. but in truth, I’ve written around the clock.
For my first novel, I wrote linearly (from
first to second to the third chapter, etc.). I
then read some very successful authors
write non-linearly; that is, they jump to
scenes in their heads at that moment—even
if that scene is many chapters away. I was
reluctant to try this new approach, worried
about plot integration. I tried it, and it cut
months off my writing time for the second
and third novels. As it is, when you’ve already written a future scene, you work to
that scene, and the integration naturally
flows.

block is, that same struggle to come up
with that next scene is really part of the creative process.
When stuck, I’ll go for a walk in the forests—the source of the inspiration for my
stories. I recall one particularly cold February day when I hiked up a frozen creek. I
saw the frozen waterfalls, frozen in place
and time, and the next scene came flooding
to me.
Does a person need to be well-read to be
a writer?
If by “well-read,” you mean reading
many books, and some by successful authors, I’d say emphatically, “Absolutely!”
You learn from other authors—their styles,
word choice, voice, plot, and character development. Don’t worry—you’ll develop
your unique style of writing, based on some
influence of your favorite authors.
Joseph Crance’s books are in the
SUNY CCC library’s Baron’s Book Nook.

What aspects of the writing process do
you consider the most challenging?
Like most writers, I hit “writer’s block.”
In reality, as frustrating as writer’s
Small illustration by Kaitlyn Kowalski

Brothers Sisters Keeper
By Leah McCarthy

Former students and current staff
at SUNY CCC, Caleb McGuire and Tyler Ladd are relaunching the club,
Brothers Sisters Keeper (BSK) in
Spring Semester 2019. McGuire and
Ladd met as fellow students and basketball players for CCC and instantly became best friends.
What is Brothers Sisters Keeper?
In an interview with McGuire and Ladd,
they described BSK as a club for
“cultural enrichment and personal development. BSK has a family atmosphere and is for everyone, not only minorities. We take diversity and inclusion
very seriously.” So, everyone is welcome and included. BSK offers a safe
place for every student, especially students who may feel outcast. “We offer a
place for students to be a part of something,” said McGuire in the interview.
BSK is not only all inclusive and
culturally enriching, but also community minded. They believe that serving the
community is important and has value,
“all club members should understand
the importance of volunteer work. Once
the club is up and running, we would
like to volunteer at a soup kitchen together.” Looking to be a part of something bigger than yourself and lend a
hand in the community? BSK is the perfect club to join, come Spring.
BSK is also planning several
events for the coming semester for both
club members and the student body to

participate in. Ladd and McGuire
shared, “we would like to bring in influential speakers, host movie nights and
concerts and bring back paintball tournaments.”
Both McGwire and Ladd are excited to relaunch Brothers Sisters Keeper and invite all returning students to
stop by their information table at
#CheckUsOut in the Spring for information. Again, BSK is inclusive to all
students and is a great place to connect
with others while doing something on
campus and in the community.

A Dog and Her Owner
By Mackenzie Chamberlain

As a young girl growing up,
she never knew that a dog could
love her so much. She only knew
that she had to fight her battles on
her own, all alone. One day, a puppy came into this girl’s life. This
puppy is actually my puppy, named
Comet. I met my new companion
at a shelter and made an instant
bond with her while we were sitting with her siblings. Long story
short, I was out searching for an
emotional support animal so that I
could manage my depression. Before I went searching for my animal, I did my research of what an
emotional support animal is and
how it differs from a service animal. Despite the differences, service animals and emotional support
animals are similar and should be
looked at as if they are the same.
A service animal is an animal
that provides a service to somebody who is disabled. Seeing eye
dogs are the most common service
animals that people know about.
These animals don’t only provide a
service for the blind; they also pro-

vide services for those who are diabetic, have heart disease, and have
epilepsy. On the other hand, an emotional support animal provides support for someone with an emotional
disability like depression, anxiety, or
even behavioral problems. For example, I have Comet because I have had
depression for a very long time. To
me, she has been a huge help in my
life because she has provided me
with emotional support, love and
happiness.
Service animals are trained to
perform work or tasks to benefit
someone with a disability, while
emotional support animals are not
trained to give support for their human. A dog such as Comet may not
be trained specifically for disabilities
like blindness. It may only be trained
in basics such as being house trained,
crate trained, and simple tasks like
sitting, no barking, etc. You see,
emotional support animals don’t
need training to detect how someone
is feeling. They automatically know
when someone is angry, sad, or even
happy because it is a natural instinct

they have. Even though an animal is
just there for support, they are still
providing some form of service to
their owner. There are not only differences in how they are trained, but
there are differences with how they
are treated. ESAs are not protected
by all the same laws as SAs. For example, places such as businesses
cannot prohibit service animals
whereas emotional support animals
can be banned from public places.
Another example would be that
emotional support animals are usually not allowed in schools unlike
service animals. The law may see
ESAs and SAs as different, but
emotional support animals are still
very similar because they provide
some form of service for those who
have mental or emotional disabilities rather than physical disabilities.
You may be wondering why I
believe that an emotional support
animal is or should be looked at the
same way as a service animal. So a
service animal is an animal who
helps someone with a disability
such as blindness, diabetes, or even
epilepsy, right? Service animals
provide services for physical disabilities which is just as important

as when emotional support animals
provide services for emotional disabilities such as depression, anxiety
disorders, conduct disorders, and
bipolar disorders. There are some
laws that consider SAs and ESAs
as the same exact thing. For example the Fair Housing Act says,
“ESAs (emotional support animals)
are often confused with Ser-vice
Animals (SAs), but they serve a
different, yet still protected, function to individuals with mental or
emotional disabilities rather than
physical disabilities” (CertaPet).
This law protects people with service or emotional support animals
from being denied the right to keep
their animals in any housing, even
if there is a no-pet policy. So why
can’t an emotional support animal
be protected under all of the same
laws? Being able to have an ESA in
school or in public places such as
businesses would be beneficial to
those who struggle with mental/
emotional disorders. In today’s society we need to be more open to
the idea of emotional support animals and update our laws to help
people get the support that they
need.

Write for The Crier!
If you want your voice to be heard, your ideas to be seen,
enjoy writing and editing, and take great photos of campus life and events,
The Crier is the student publication to showcase your skill and creativity!
$20 per published article

$5 if accompanying photo/s
$10 per comic/small illustration
E-mail articles and photos to CCCcrier@gmail.com
To facilitate payment, please include your CID number with your submissions.
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