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     On Oct. 24, critically acclaimed author, Dr. 

Matthew Desmond, visited SUNY Corning Com-

munity College to speak about his award winning 

book, Evicted. His book follows the stories of peo-

ple who he lived with and observed in the poorest 

parts of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He slept on their 

floors, watched their kids, went to work with them, 

and even witnessed a birth. Evicted shows finan-

cial struggles that a huge part of the population is 

plagued by and illustrates the results vividly.  

     When spoke with the author before his presen-

tation, he described how when he went to college 

in Wisconsin, he was surrounded by a much differ-

ent population than that of Harvard, where he went 

afterwards to teach. He had a hard time dealing 

with the stark contrast between the places: he went 

from seeing poverty first hand to being around peo-

ple who were indifferent towards the issue.  

      Intrigued by his take on the socioeconomics of 

different areas, I told him a little about where I 

grew up. Alfred, having two colleges, is a home to 

some very well off professors, their children, and 

other people affiliated with the colleges. The next 

town over, Almond, is a tiny place with little indus-

try and some very poor people. Having lived in 

both towns, and having gone to a school where the 

two towns are combined, I have witnessed some 
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interesting social occurrences. In school, the Al-

fred kids mostly stuck together and didn’t interact 

with the Almond kids much. However, the wealth-

ier Almond kids were the ones that were often ac-

cepted into the Alfred kids’ crowd. As I told Dr. 

Desmond this, he nodded his head in interest. In 

addition to leading social boundaries, like that of 

my town, poverty wreaks havoc on people’s home 

lives - specifically, not being able to have a secure 

home, and this is what his book focuses on. 

 During his speech, the author illustrated 

the journey of a woman, Arleen, who he became 

close with. One day in Milwaukee, her son was 

playing outside and threw a snowball at a man’s 

car, and then the man got out of the car and broke 

their door down. They were then evicted because 

of the broken door. All of their belongings were 

brought out onto the sidewalk, and Arlene and her 

two children were left there in the bitter cold, now 

homeless, pondering their next move.  

 Eventually Arleen found a new house that 

was in a worse neighborhood because that’s all 

that she could afford. When she was evicted the 

second time, she was pushed into an even worse 

neighborhood, and spent her entire income on the 

down payment for a house. In order to pay rent, 

she was living from paycheck to paycheck. She 

also still had two children to support -- and the 

odds were not in her favor.  

 Statistically, African American single 

mothers are evicted at the highest rates. The 

chance of eviction triples if there are children in-

volved. Living in poverty is extremely hard on 

children. One of Arleen’s children, who was 14, 

had been to 5 different schools. How should a 

child be expected to succeed academically when 

he’s always worried if he’ll have a place to go 

home to?  

 In addition, eviction records are public and 

the higher the amount of evictions, the harder it is 

to rent. Why has it been made so hard for people 

to have a roof over their heads? If a person is 

evicted because someone else broke their door, 

and now has a record of evictions, is that really 

fair? 

 

 Many people in America are spending over 

50% of their income on housing, not including 

utilities and not including transportation or food 

for their families. Can a person really live if 

they’re spending all of their income on housing? 

Are they really able to climb up in the world? How 

can you hold a steady job if you’re in fear of losing 

your housing all the time?  

 Milwaukee landlords evict 40 people a day, 

and 74% of people under the poverty line receive 

no government assistance. The waiting lists for 

public housing are delayed by years, and, at this 

point, it’s not even worth applying.   

 How can we fix the issue of poverty? This 

is an important topic that Dr. Matthew Desmond 

addresses. In his opinion, poverty can’t be fixed 

until the housing problem is fixed. He argues that 

the Housing Choice Voucher Program should ex-

tend to everyone under the poverty line. People 

should only have to spend 30% of their income on 

housing.  

 This raises the question, “Can our country 

afford it?” The answer to that question is “yes.” It 

is estimated that extending this program would 

cost the government $22 billion a year, which is no 

small number but it is a miniscule amount com-

pared to what the government spends on mortgage 

interest and real estate tax deductions.  

 There is also the argument that aid will 

make people lazy; however there is proof that most 

poor people want to work and contribute to society 

- Arleen sure did. The government shouldn’t need 

to give handouts, but they should give a hand to 

struggling people. Stable housing is one of the 

things a person needs to get to a place where they 

can give back to society. The United States is the 

richest country in the world, and we can afford to 

do more to help.  

 Eviction is an important issue that causes a 

downward spiral and is often overlooked, and Dr. 

Matthew Desmond brings it out into the open in an 

eloquent and moving way. Human potential is 

squandered by poverty, and housing support is an 

issue that needs to be addressed immediately. 

 “Eviction is a cause, not just a condition of 

poverty.” 
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Frankenreads: 
Looking at  SUNY CCC’s 

Participation in this  
Commemorative Event 

By Ethan Bratti 

 SUNY CCC’s One Book One College 
Program implements a single book into sev-
eral areas of study at the College for an aca-
demic year, asking the entire college com-
munity to engage in studying the text to-
gether, which allows for a deeper under-
standing and greater application of the text. 
          This year’s book is Mary Shelley’s 
Frankenstein: The Modern Prometheus. 
SUNY  CCC has worked Frankenstein into 
its academic programs by including it in the 
curriculum of all English 1020 classes and 
hosting events inspired by the text, like last 
week’s Frankenreads and Muse of Fire 
Theatre’s upcoming performance of the 
musical adaptation of Mel Brooks’ Young 
Frankenstein for the Spring 2019 semester. 
           Frankenreads is a national event to 
commemorate the 200th anniversary of the 
writing of The Modern Prometheus. With a 
central event taking place at the Library of 
Congress and auxiliary events taking place 
across the country, Frankenreads is a na-
tionwide live reading of Mary Shelley’s 
classic novel.  
 The SUNY CCC edition of the event, 
which took place from October 29-
November 2, was put together as an Honors 
Project by Frankenstein enthusiast and 
SUNY CCC English professor, Ryan Her-
sha and SUNY CCC student, Michelle 
Noyes. 
  

 The SUNY CCC Franken-

reads featured over 70 partici-

pants who read 2-3 page sec-

tions of Frankenstein, cumula-

tively reading the entirety of the 

novel aloud in the SUNY CCC 

Student Commons.  

 “Opening it up to read the 

book in public is not only giving 

kids a time to relax while listen-

ing along,” says Michelle 

Noyes, student organizer, “but it 

also brings students and teachers 

together because you can be an-

yone and read, or just be there to 

support whoever is reading.” 

          Hersha and Noyes were 

truly successful in showcasing 

this aspect of the event- among 

the readers were SUNY CCC 

students, professors,  



and even President Kate Douglas. 
 Listeners were given the 
chance to hear the classic text read 
not only in English, but French, 
Japanese, and Spanish as well. 
“[Frankenstein is] ...one of the 
greatest novels of all time, which 
happens to have been written by a 
woman the age of many SUNY 
CCC students. She was 19 years 
old! So for me it's wonderful to 
hear Mary Shelley's words out 
loud, in the many voices of our col-
lege community,” noted Hersha on 
the value of hearing this work read 
aloud. 
      Noyes was able to pull from 
skills she built as a Venture Scout 
to aid in this events’ success. 
“When we [Noyes and Hersha] met 
for the first time to discuss what I 
wanted to do, Frankenreads stuck 
out to me because I love planning 
events; it’s something I got really 
into and enjoy because of Scouting. 
So I was kind of an experienced 
event planner, and the second brain 
for what’s going on,” said Noyes. 
Hersha noted that the planning pro-
cess went smoothly: “Putting this 
event on has been surprisingly easy. 
Michelle Noyes, who is an honors 
student in one of my public speak-
ing classes, has been a great help, 
recruiting other students to partici-
pate and working with me to plan 
the event overall. It's been fun.” 
        Frankenstein is often heralded 
for the strong lessons on creation, 
imagination and humanity it teach-
es, 

and passerby in the commons were able to 
hear the words of Shelley as she wove 
these lessons into her work. 
 “Frankenstein resonates with so 
many themes, and my own relationship to 
the novel changes over time,” said Her-
sha, when asked of his view of the book’s 
strongest lessons. “But for me, always, the 
story reminds me that the powers of imag-
ination and science can be as dangerous as 
they are promising, and that we must take 
responsibility for our mistakes, even when 
it's horrifying.”  
 Noyes replied to the same question: 
“The part I love the most is that the mon-
ster is shown to grow and develop more 
than people know he has. The more cruel 
people are to him, the more menacing he 
becomes, similar to people who we shove 
to the outside of the crowd are the ones 
who need to be shown acceptance the 
most.” 
          “It is true, we shall be monsters, cut 
off from all the world; but on that account 
we shall be more attached to one another.” 
― Mary Shelley, Frankenstein 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/4836639


Yo! Vote! 
A summary of my experience speaking on voting, a brief look at 
our congressional candidates stances, and a report on the con-

gressional debate that took place here, at SUNY CCC. 

By Ethan Bratti 

      A few weeks ago, I was given the op-

portunity to speak on the importance of 

voting at a rally put together by the citi-

zen action organization, Citizens for a 

Better Southern Tier (CBST). They have 

put together nearly 50 rallies over the past 

two years, each focusing on giving a plat-

form to voices and viewpoints from local 

citizens on a variety of issues. 

       Part of why I was asked to speak was 

to provide a youth perspective at this rally 

(This specific event was centered around 

motivating people to vote). This perspec-

tive is valuable in this conversation be-

cause young people, historically, have 

failed to show large numbers of partici-

pants in voting; the youth demographic 

has the poorest voting turnout time and 

time again.  

        I’ll spare you readers the transcript 

of my speech, but I’ll summarize the mes-

sage I attempted to convey in it. This gen-

eration, our generation, is the most em-

powered generation ever. With infinite in-

formation at our fingertips and our futures 

lying ahead of us, we are ambitious, driv-

en, and idealistic. One would think this 

would translate well into the arena of pol-

itics.  Why would an ambitious genera-

tion not take the initiative to enact change 

and shape the world as they see to for the  

better? The answer largely has to do 

with the timing. As we all reached, or 

were nearing, voting age, we were wit-

ness to an election cycle that divided 

our nation and pitted us against our 

neighbors. Both “sides” of this divide 

had leaders and supporters who used 

hateful rhetoric or who would resort to 

insult or name-calling. 

    Our generation witnessed this divide 

and for many of us, it turned us away 

from political involvement, which is 

why there is now an aversion to the 

idea of politics among many in our 

generation. If this is you, here is my 

message. It doesn’t have to be like this. 

This divide was certainly enabled by 

people, but its source is intangible. Its 

source is fear and hatred. Luckily, our 

Constitution and the foundations of our 

government have systems ingrained to 

help combat things as large as fear and 

hatred; the nature of democracy is to 

represent all who need to be heard.      

    Right now many politicians cater to 

special interest donors instead of their 

constituencies because they depend on 

some 40% of the country not showing 

up to vote. If we turn out record  
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breaking numbers at the midterms, as 

well as in 2020, we will be able to de-

mand the attention return back to where 

it belongs- to the people. If everyone 

votes, we will have politicians who lis-

ten to us, who care about us, and who 

are concerned with properly represent-

ing us.   

The Candidates 

    SUNY CCC, as well as much of 

New York’s Southern Tier, sits in the 

NY23 Congressional District. The dis-

trict’s congressional race has two major 

candidates: Republican incumbent, 

Tom Reed and Democratic challenger, 

Tracy Mitrano. 

 

Tom Reed: Tom Reed has been the 

congressman of NY23 since 2010. He 

is married with two kids, and is a grad-

uate of Horseheads High school. Since 

elected, he has held over 250 town hall 

meetings across the district. He co-

chairs the Problem Solvers Caucus, 

which is focused on using a bipartisan 

approach to solve important issues fac-

ing our country. Reed has voted against 

Obamacare and related affordable 

healthcare acts, but says he is actively 

searching for reforms to give Ameri-

cans more affordable healthcare. Reed 

has an A rating from the NRA and is a 

firm protector of the 2nd Amendment. 

Reed has a strong pro-stance on Veter-

ans’ assistance. He also wishes to lower 

taxes to local families. He was a strong 

supporter of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. 

 

Tracy Mitrano: Tracy Mitrano 

served as the Director of Information 

Policy at Cornell University from 2001 to 

2014. She is married and has two sons. She is 

a cybersecurity expert, an expertise that is 

currently absent in Congress. Her priorities 

include providing affordable healthcare for 

her constituents, maintaining and improving 

local infrastructure, curbing climbing student 

debt and loans, and ending the division be-

tween physical and mental healthcare. She 

also believes in the 2nd amendment; howev-

er, she wishes to strengthen background 

checks and remove the gun show loophole. 

 

The Debate 

       On Tuesday, October 30th, the only tele-

vised debate between these two candidates 

took place at SUNY CCC. Both candidates 

had notable support in the crowd; however, 

the room seemed largely dominated by sup-

port for Mitrano, made clear by the large 

number of people showing up with Vote for 

Tracy shirts and stickers, as well as many 

chants in her support before the debate began, 

promptly at 7:00. 

      This strong Mitrano following was very 

expressive, at times rowdy, throughout the 

debate. The moderator had to remind them 

several times that this was “a debate, not a 

rally.” Although it was unfortunate that Reed 

was constantly interrupted by the rowdiness 

in the crowd and many of his statements were 

met with scoffs or laughter, under context 

these reactions are understandable. Much of 

the rhetoric used by Reed, and much of his 

social media and television presence, has 

been casting a strong negative light on 

“Extreme Liberals” and namely “Extreme 

Ithaca Liberals.” This term is frequently used 

by him to denounce or demonize a large  



and passionate group of citizens in his 

constituency, and this group has flipped 

that into a rallying term for themselves. 

If Reed is comfortable spending so much 

time painting those who disagree with 

him as “extremists,” then he needs to 

ready for them to act the part. 

      Opening statements began at 7:00. 

Tom Reed opened with a rousing call to 

action, stating, “My mom taught me peo-

ple work best when people work togeth-

er.” He focused on the importance of 

work for much of the debate, stating that 

our strong work ethic is one of the most 

important parts of being American. Reed 

also used his opening statement to men-

tion his work with the Problem Solvers 

Caucus and his 250+ town hall meetings. 

      Tracy Mitrano’s opening statement 

began with her expressing her excite-

ment to introduce herself “unvarnished 

by campaign advertisements.” This is in 

reference to the negative campaign ad-

vertisements recently run by Reed’s 

campaign that exaggerate her stances and 

call her an “Extreme Liberal.” “I don’t 

think its too extreme to want everyone to 

have the Internet,” she said. 
     On healthcare, both candidates agreed 

that making healthcare more affordable 

should be a priority.  Mitrano highlighted 

Reed’s voting record on the subject, not-

ing he had voted against every affordable 

healthcare bill since in office. Reed made 

it clear that he made that decision in an 

effort keep taxes low, stating that gov-

ernment funded healthcare would raise 

taxes significantly. “Employer sponsored 

healthcare is something you earn at work 

and that is something I believe in in Ameri-

ca.” Reed continued, staying strong on his 

value of hard work.  

 Mitrano retorted with some anecdotal 

accounts: “I’ve spoken to people all over 

this region,” she stated, “who need dental 

care that we don’t provide. I spoke with a 

woman who had no teeth. How she gets her 

nutrition I have no idea.” Mitrano said that 

health care prices could be significantly 

lower without costs like advertising or large 

CEO compensation packages, falling to the 

consumer’s shoulders. She also noted that 

many of Reed’s largest campaign donors, in 

the hundreds of thousands of dollars, were 

healthcare companies. As she stated her 

largest donation was for five thousand dol-

lars from NY Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, 

Mitrano implied that her votes could not be 

bought. 

       Reed repeatedly brought up Mitrano’s 

“support” for open heroin injection sites. 

She refuted by stating that this was not an 

open support for such sites (which are cur-

rently illegal in NY), and Reed’s rigorous 

efforts to paint this as a centerpiece of her 

campaign was a “very good example of ex-

aggeration and hyperbole.” Mitrano made it 

clear that she supports these sites only when 

A) A community independently decides 

they want to explore them as an option B) 

under supervision of both law enforcement 

and medical professionals and C) as a path 

to treatment. Reed stated that he cares about 

addicts and is truly concerned about the opi-

oid crisis, but does not believe that these 

sites are part of the answer. Both candidates 

believe that the opioid crisis is one  
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of the most pressing issues in our region, but 

Mitrano refuses to rule out injection sites 

completely because she wishes to consider 

all options. 

     On gun control, both candidates showed 

strong support for the Second Amendment. 

Reed brought up Mitrano’s change in stances 

on her website after the primaries, claiming 

that she loosened up her proposed stances on 

gun control by removing her wish for a na-

tional gun-owner registry. Mitrano refuted 

that should be seen as any indicator of shady 

activity, but instead as a product of what she 

learned in the primaries. Mitrano continues 

to support more comprehensive background 

checks in gun purchases and the removal of 

the gun show loophole in the 2nd Amend-

ment. Reed claimed that the priority should 

be to “Get to the person behind the gun” and 

focus on mental health. 

       Mitrano mentioned Reed’s close rela-

tionship and high percentage of agreeance in 

voting with Donald Trump. He stated that he 

works with our President so closely because 

that is much more likely to enact change 

than to disparage him. “Don’t throw bombs 

at each other with your words,” he contin-

ued, urging people to look to his ability to 

work with people as a reference point for 

looking past differences in our own relation-

ships. Reed continued, “Trump listened to 

that silent voice in America that was forgot-

ten.” Mitrano retorted that Trump is doing 

little for those who have been “forgotten.” 

She said “[Trump’s] tariffs are hurting our 

farmers, manufacturers, and retailers. Mr. 

Trump is also not giving the moral leader-

ship we need...People all over the district are 

concerned for their Social Security 

and Medicare, people who don’t want a 

handout, just fair trade for their crops.” 

     Mitrano quoted three previous presidents at 

this point in the debate, “We are all demo-

crats, we are all republicans.”- Thomas Jeffer-

son, “Malice towards none, charity for all.” - 

Abraham Lincoln, and the classic “We have 

nothing to fear but fear itself.”- Franklin D. 

Roosevelt. 

        The closing question asked was what the 

greatest threat currently posed to our nation is. 

Tom Reed stated it was the division that is 

currently present in this country, and that if a 

catastrophe were to strike, we would not be 

able to fight it as a nation divided. Tracy Mi-

trano cited cybersecurity threats, her area of 

expertise, as the greatest threat. “No one be-

lieves the next attack on our national security 

is going to come as a flotilla of ships on one 

of our coasts” she said, “it will be a cyber at-

tack.” She elaborated that these attacks are 

more than just dudes on computers in base-

ments or false Arabian princes asking for 

money, but actual threats to our national secu-

rity that our current cybersecurity policy does 

not properly protect us against. 

    All in all, the debate seemed to strengthen 

what could already have been expected of 

these candidates. Tom Reed knows what he 

believes, and he is adamant in sticking to 

those beliefs. He maintained his stance of lim-

ited government and valuing hard work. Tracy 

Mitrano confessed that although running 

Democrat, her true stance could be described 

as centrist or as a moderate progressive, and 

her performance in the debate supports this 

claim. Who would be best for our district de-

pends on your personal beliefs for what our 

congressional district truly needs. 



I recently got to spend some time with 
Muse of Fire theatre group at  SUNY Corn-
ing Community College. It was amazing to 
meet people from all aspects and disci-
plines within the group. It was fascinating 
to find out all the different things that are 
required to make a successful theatre pro-
duction.   
 Everyone had different roles they 
specialized in within the group. Even 
though they all worked in different areas of 
production, they had a shared passion for 
the project as a whole. For this article I de-
cided to interview some of the people from 
these different disciplines:                                                                             

The Writer:  The first person I got 
to meet was Aidan Wiggs, a student writer 
who wrote and directed The Johnson Files 
at the end of September 2018. Aiden was 
busy typing away and was the perfect pic-
ture of an inspired writer. When asked 
about why theatre was important Aiden 
said, “Theatre to me is an expression. It's 
getting what people feel to an audience via 
actors on the stage. But the actors have to 
be very much in the moment and very there 
at all times. It's really revealing watching 
another human go through things.” Aiden is 
one of the cogs in a very important ma-
chine. Writers producing a script is one of 
the first steps in the process. 

        The Actor: The next in line was Lee 
Charlier who plays Mary Bailey in the up-
coming fall production of It's a Wonderful 
Life. Lee is outgoing and engaging with an 
energy that really draws you in.  

Theater and Community 
Muse of Fire at  SUNY 

CCC 
By Lori Rogers 

It was easy to get caught up in her passion 
for what she was doing. When asked about 
the role of Mary Bailey, Lee said, “The role 
is one of my favorites to do and It’s a Won-
derful Life is on my list of favorite movies. 
Christmas is my favorite time of the year so 
it was honestly a big honor to be able to play 
Mary in the fall production. I'm very excited 
and I'm learning lots of stuff that I didn't 
pick up necessarily in the movie the first 
couple hundred times I've seen it. So it's ac-
tually giving me a deeper understanding of 
the movie.”   
 Lee is also the student president of the 
of Muse of Fire Theatre club. When asked 
about the impact of theatre on the communi-
ty she said, ”As president I would like to 
bring awareness to the community that we're 
here and we do shows. We do two major 
shows a year with different sorts of shows in 
the middle. We are [open to the community] 
so community members are allowed to audi-
tion for our shows during the school season. 
It's a family up here (on the hill), really a 
community, and it's a family that is so much 
fun.” In closing, when asked what she felt 
was the most important message she wanted 
to get out, Lee said, “I love it! It's the reason 
I do it. I'm very passionate and I love it and I 
just want the community to know that we're 
here and we love you guys! You guys are 
the ones who support us and I want to say 
thank you so much for supporting us and 
making it possible for us to do what we 
love.”  

The Technical Director: The nerd 
part of me found my happy place when I met 
Anna - Beth Wheaton, the technical director 
of the theatre department. I got to see the 
shop, which I’ve already nicknamed the 
“wizard’s shop”, a haphazard place full of 
wonderfully odd things.  
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Anna-Beth was sitting at her desk, 
transforming a Halloween themed phone 
into an old antique style phone for the It’s a 
Wonderful Life production. When asked 
about her role Anna-Beth said, “What I do 
here is the job of the technical director. My 
job is to design, paint, build, light prop and 
costume all of our shows. I also do sound 
effects.” There is a lot of planning that goes 
on before a production goes into full swing. 
 Anna-Beth described the process: 
“Mary and I decide on a show and we get a 
script. I read through it like 20 times and 
then I decide what would best fit our space. 
I design it, then I build it, and then we paint 
it. I have work study students to help me 
and a lot of great volunteers.” She goes on 
to explain that she does all the roles in the 
technical department, which include cos-
tuming, props, lighting, and audio. In a 
large production these would be different 
divisions with specialists in each role.  
Needless to say she has her hands full. I 
would encourage all who can volunteer and 
all those students who are in work study to 
consider working for the theatre depart-
ment.  

The Professor: Lastly we have Mary 
Guzzy, Professor of Humanities and Thea-
tre at  SUNY Corning Community College. 
She is the whirlwind behind the theatre de-
partment and someone who embodies a 
dedication and passion that is easy to find 
admirable. When asked about theatre and 
community Mary said, “I'm very passionate 
about how important the Arts are to a vital, 
stable community. I think the Arts provide 
more than entertainment. It’s a mental 
health tool that brings people together in 
real time and allows people to experience 
stories that are deep and intense and pleas-
urable. It allows people to laugh and cry 
together in a community.”  I asked Mary 
how theatre could benefit a student’s per-
sonal growth as well as its effect on their 
future employment prospects. She said, 

“I think having a theatre experience in college 
as part of a liberal arts well-rounded education 
is beneficial, in that it really helps people get a 
sense of how to work collaboratively with peo-
ple who are very different. It helps people de-
velop empathy for each other. Something that I 
think is increasingly important, and increasing-
ly difficult, is for students to get opportunities 
to experience empathy.”  She goes on to say 
how theatre helps to build discipline and com-
mitment skills. “It's a problem-solving disci-
pline. Theatre is a discipline. It is not a kind of, 
let's get together when we feel like it and may-
be put on a little show. A theatre is very, very 
organized and scheduled. It really requires a 
commitment from all participants. It teaches 
self-regulation. It teaches teamwork, and it's 
really fun in the process of learning all those 
skills.” Mary truly feels the benefits of getting 
involved in the theatre are numerous. The Arts 
help the community come together as whole. It 
offers a sense of inclusion and creativity. It 
certainly helps with personal development by 
teaching the skills of public speaking, team-
work, problem solving, and commitment.  

Getting to see how the theatre process 
works was a lot of fun.  I was amazed at all the 
effort that goes into it as well as the level of 
commitment of the participants. I would rec-
ommend that anyone with an interest in theatre 
production stop by a Muse of Fire meeting and 
prepare for fun! Meetings are held most Thurs-
days at 12:15 pm in SCH106. 

Art by Kaitlyn Kowalski 



 Sexual assault has become a leading 

issue in today’s society, as it should be. With-

in the last few years, our society has become 

more accepting of men and women who wish 

to speak up about being sexually assaulted. 

The #MeToo movement has brought women 

together in solidarity, each getting strength 

from the last one who spoke out. Although 

this is a breakthrough in women’s rights and 

the rights of victims everywhere, it is very 

disheartening to learn of the cruel things the 

abusers have done. One case that has re-

ceived a great deal of attention lately is that 

of Brett Kavanaugh, Donald Trump’s choice 

for the latest open Supreme Court position.  

 As we know now, Kavanaugh has 

been approved as Supreme Court justice. 

This sent waves of shock through the entire 

country. Why should a man who has been ac-

cused of sexual assault hold the highest moral 

position in our whole country?  

 Two women had allegations against 

Kavanaugh. Christine Blasey Ford was Ka-

vanaugh’s main accuser. She had sent in an 

anonymous letter at the beginning of the 

summer explaining the allegations. The first 

time she had brought up the occurrence was 

in 2012, during a couples therapy session 

with her husband. At this time she hadn’t 

mentioned him by name.  

 In September, she publicly came out 

with the claim that at a party during high 

school, he pinned her down, tried to remove 

her clothing, and covered her mouth when 

she tried to scream  

for help. It’s easy to look at this accusation 

and wonder if she could be trying to soil his 

political career with a false accusation, but if 

that’s true, then where does the 2012 instance 

fit in? Friends of Ford’s have witnessed the 

effect of this traumatic experience on her life, 

such as her being reluctant to buy a house that 

doesn’t have a bathroom with two exits.  

 Deborah Ramirez, one of Kavanaugh’s 

classmates at Yale, was the other woman who 

came forward. She claimed that he “exposed 

himself” to her. Other classmates have con-

firmed that this occurred, although some 

weren’t sure of the identities involved.  

A common arguing point for those in support 

of Kavanaugh is, “It happened 30 years ago, 

so why does it matter?” First and foremost, 

healing from trauma does not have a time 

limit. Some sexual assault survivors have 

PTSD that lasts their entire lives. Secondly, if 

these allegations are true, and evidence points 

towards truth, they show a lot about Brett Ka-

vanaugh’s character. Of course nobody has a 

completely clean record, but people have 

been refused a job for much less, and this was 

an interview for the highest moral position in 

the United States. Do we really want a man 

with the morals revealed in his statements 

making judgements for the entire country?  

 In class, my psychology professor, Dr. 

Gernert-Larrea, brought up how she worked 

at safe houses for sexual assault victims. Cu-

rious about her opinion on the topic, I had a 

discussion with her about it. Having lived in 

the 80s, she told me that attitudes were very 

different on the topic of sexual assault back 

then. Most people (both men and women)  

Brett Kavanaugh and Sexual Assault 
By Vianna Koegel 
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didn’t believe date rape; they didn’t think it 

was a big deal. Most of the blame usually 

fell on the women, so they didn’t speak up 

about it when it happened.  

 She told me how she worked with 

three different groups: child survivors of 

sexual abuse, non-offending parent allies, 

and offenders (whose meetings took place 

in a completely separate location.) She told 

me how the most frustrating group to work 

with were the non-offending parent allies, 

because often they were the wives of hus-

bands that had been the offenders. They did 

not know how to be a good support system 

for their children and had a hard time empa-

thizing. They would mostly make excuses 

for the offender because since this was their 

partner, they didn’t want to be alone - even 

after their partner’s terrible actions. With 

many cases that have surfaced with the 

#MeToo movement, many people seek to 

make excuses for offenders. The argument 

of it “happening too long ago to matter” is 

not a good excuse because women are com-

ing out with their stories now because sexu-

al assault has been legitimized. They are 

realizing that they aren’t alone, and that 

what happened to them was wrong because 

people around them are recognizing that it 

is wrong. If the accused is innocent until 

proven guilty, why should the accuser be a 

liar until proven truthful?  

 Kavanaugh becoming a judge on the 

Supreme Court despite the allegations was a 

setback in the movement, but hopefully it 

will not discourage victims of abuse to 

come forward with their stories because it is 

a problem, and it does matter.  

 As fall gets underway, we enter into 
the fall season boasting the months of Sep-
tember, October, November, and Decem-
ber. For those of you up on your Latin and 
Greek studies, you may have noticed that 
the prefix of each of these months connotes 
a certain number. September: seven, Octo-
ber: eight, November: nine, and December: 
ten. Yet, those numbers do not correspond 
to their actual number in the Gregorian cal-
endar. So what happened? 

         I suppose we’ve all hear the story of 
Julius and Augustus Caesar adding their 
own names as months. This, however, is 
incorrect. In reality, we can consider it 
something of a gift from the Romans. Their 
calendar did not have January or February 
and only had ten months total; it began in 
March, the rational being that the begin-
ning of the new year should, theoretically, 
be when the world was new, when life was 
returning to the earth.  These months fol-
lowed the lunar cycle and were therefore 
shorter than the ones we have now. 

        When the Romans came into view, 
Julius Caesar added January and February 
to lengthen the year, extending a total cal-
endar year to 364 days. He later edited this 
by changing the actual number of days per 
month, so that the year extended to be 365 
days long. 

        As this year comes to a close, and the 
new one begins, keep in mind how drasti-
cally one person changed our perception of 
time even thousands of year later. 

History Club:  

Channeling History 

By Serena VanOsdol 



Fashion- Lookin’ Good and Feelin’ Fine 
                                            An unqualified opinion no one asked for 

By Ethan Bratti 

First and foremost- all fashion is arbi-
trary. The most “fashionable” thing you can 
do is wear something you feel comfortable in. 
Clothing can be transformative, it can be func-
tional, and it can provide the building blocks 
of an entire identity if you wish- but it can al-
so just be clothing. Wear what you feel confi-
dant in; however, if you’re up to it, it can be a 
lot of fun to shake it up and try wearing 
clothes or styles you never have before. 

So the following is my completely un-
qualified opinion of what trends are on the 
rise. Don’t take it too seriously, but I hope 
you can glean something interesting to add to 
your closet. 

So — what's hot?  
   
Vertical Stripes 
           For reference look to 70’s high fashion, 
namely from big mags like Vogue from the 
time, some early 90’s Street Fashion, and also 
Referees. 

Shirts with vertical stripes are often 
slimming and have a much more sleek and 
effortless look about them than their horizon-
tal counterparts. Since we usually judge sym-
metry by orienting it vertically, vertical stripes 
also allow for interesting asymmetric choices 
in your wardrobe that weren’t allowed by hor-
izontal stripes (horizontal stripes and sym-
metry in general has dominated the last dec-
ade in fashion). Beyond shirts, pants in verti-
cal stripes are sneaking into fashion from sev-
eral points.  You’ll see many celebrities wear-
ing three piece suits to big-ticket events with a 
vertical stripe down the side of each pant leg, 
but if you look to ready-to-wear stores like 
Pacsun, you’ll see a similar trend manifest it-
self more casually. This is also in part a trend 

brought about by the reemergence of Adidas 

as a major player in trendy clothing. They 

have of course iconized the three stripes 

down the arms and legs.  

“Pattern Problem” Outfit Choices 

For reference look to whatever two things 

you were told not to wear together when you 

were first learning how to dress, also the late 

80’s were a strong time for this element. For 

a more recent point of reference, take inspira-

tion from the Fall 2018 collections from Ver-

sace, Moschino, or Dolce & Gabbana. 

“Pattern Problem” outfits take two 
contradicting patterns and smacks them to-
gether. You know when your trunk is really 
full and you’re not really sure if it’ll close, so 
you just close your eyes and slam that thing 
shut? It usually, in my experience, stays 
closed. This is how to properly approach a 
pattern problem outfit.  Don’t spend very 
much time worrying about if the two patterns 
“go” together- just put them on and slam that 
trunk shut. However, just like packing a 
trunk, the skill of mixing patterns can be 
honed. A good rule of thumb is to keep the 
patterns in a similar color family (be it neons, 
pastels, earth tones, etc.) so that the ensemble 
is more pleasing to the eye. Also, plaid is not 
always the best way to go in these situations. 
Try mixing stripes, dots, hounds tooth, or 
even more abstract patterns instead. 
Pins and Patches  
For reference look to TGI Friday’s waiters in 
the 80’s and 90’s, early 2000’s British 
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counterculture fashion, your local Boy Scout 

troop . 

 As “shabby chic” aesthetics in interior 

design and fashion take their last dying gasps 

for air, like Spongebob when he visits Sandy 

Cheeks air dome for the first time, they’re 

steadily being replaced by a growing interest 

in things that would be considered “tacky.” 

That means that anything that's tawdry, 

frumpy, or kitchy has worked its way into 

public interest.  The fun in it is the challenge 

of taking something “ugly” and making it 

work by wearing it with confidence. Excessive 

pins and patches are an excellent example of 

this. Don’t be afraid of leaving the house look-

ing like you’re heading to a weekend shift at 

TGI Friday’s thirty years ago- that's pretty 

cool and they had great food anyway. Choos-

ing a shirt, bag, or jacket to absolutely coat in 

a bunch of crap that represents what you’re 

interested in is eye-catching, allows you to 

promote your own individualism, serves as an 

excellent conversation starter, and will prove 

to be an excellent memento of your interests at 

this moment in time for many years to come.  

Denim 

       For reference look to farmers, construc-
tion workers, other people who engage in hard 
physical labor. 
This is specifically in regards to darker denim- 

acid wash. Stone washed denim will be harder 

to come across at the moment. Aside from 

that, a good philosophy would be to have den-

im everywhere- denim on denim on denim. 

Wear jeans with denim jackets. Look for den-

im elements in accessories and other clothing 

elements — wear denim underwear for all I 

care— just take  

advantage of the denim trend before it 

falls back out of public interest and 

gets much harder to find—just some 

advice from a guy that loves denim.  

Fringe 

      For reference look to stuntmen, 
cowboys, flower children. Also, a large 
portion of the Spring 2017 and 2018 
Fashion Week Runways. 
In my humble opinion, fringe speaks 

for itself. I mean this is clothing that 

moves people. That’s all.  

Interesting Socks 

      Why should your gams be boring? 

Floral Prints 

       Bonus points for floral embroidery. 

Looser Fits 

       The late 2000’s and the 2010’s saw 

a hard turn in fashion towards slimmer 

clothing. However, in the past couple 

years popular fits like the Slim Fit or 

the New York Fit are stepping down to 

make room for looser clothing. Here’s 

to being comfortable! 

Wearing Whatever You Want 

      Now more than ever, it’s the most 

fashionable to dress however you see 

fit. If you wear a three piece suit every 

day, if you wear jeans and a t-shirt eve-

ry day, if you’ve never worn a skirt in 

your life, or if skirts make up 80% of 

your wardrobe- and everything in be-

tween. Wear what you want to and you 

will likely feel authentic and confident. 



 On Oct. 2nd  Sony dropped a new 

trailer for Spider-Man into the Spider-Verse, 

an animated crossover coming out in mid-

December. This trailer gave us a more in-

depth look at the characters, some iconic 

and some whom you may have never heard 

of. 

 The first 15-20 seconds of footage 

reintroduces us to our Earth-616 version of 

Spiderman, Peter Parker. More specifically, 

the Tobey Maguire version of Spider-man. 

This can be inferred by the trilogy related 

images: the costume design, the subway sce-

ne from Spider-Man 2 and the upside down 

kiss in the rain with Mary Jane Watson from 

the first movie. Another 

clue that it’s this cinematic version of Spi-

dey is the inclusion of Mary Jane, who was 

played rather well by Kristen Dunst. Hope-

fully, we won’t have to deal with any horri-

ble dancing or haircuts with this incarnation. 

 The next segment gives us our first 

look for this trailer at Miles Morales. Miles 

is the Spider-man of the Ultimate comics, 

also known as Earth-1610, who took the role 

of Spider-man after that universe’s Parker 

was killed. Miles is from Brooklyn, which is 

pointed out several times throughout, where-

as Peter is from Queens. 

 (If we don’t get a nod to Captain 

America: Civil War, it’s going to suck.) 

Miles is also most likely billed as the titular 

character, which is the first time a 

Spider-man other than Parker takes the spot-

light. Next we get a look at the villain  

Wilson Fisk, aka Kingpin. Fisk has been pri-

marily a Daredevil opponent, having had 

roles in the Daredevil movie of the early 

2000’s and Netflix’s series of the same name. 

Fisk is in control of some kind 

of collider, akin to a super collider. But in-

stead of making particles collide, it’s smash-

ing universes together. Miles is present when 

the collider is activated and appears to subse-

quently overloads. 616’s Parker is seen hurt-

ling through time and space before arriving in 

1610. 

 Miles and Peter then are shown seated 

in a Greek restaurant, where they’re eating 

burgers and having a serious discussion of al-

ternate universes using French fries—or at 

least Peter is, while Miles looks at him like, 

“How have you survived this long?” Next, 

Peter attempts to train Miles in Webslinging 

101, but not putting much effort into it as he 

is wearing sweatpants and Miles is still wear-

ing sneakers. As they swing through a snowy 

forest after presumably confiscating a com-

puter from some bad guy, the word ‘Thwhip’ 

appears as they fire their webs. 

 The next bit is honestly my favorite 

part of the trailer because it’s where we met 

Gwen Stacy, aka Spider-Gwen. The superher-

oine from Earth 65 makes a good first impres-

sion on Peter and Miles by webbing them up 

and taking the computer. Hailing from a uni-

verse where she was the one bitten by the ra-

dioactive spider instead of Parker, this version 

is voiced by Hailee Steinfeld. This is the first 

time we’ve seen any  

Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse Trailer 2 breakdown  
By Jake Gross 
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version of Gwen Stacy on the big screen 

since the second Andrew Garfield movie, 

where she died in the same way she did in 

the comics in the movie’s third act. Emma 

Stone’s portrayal of Gwen left some mighty 

big shoes to be filled, or possibly ballet 

slippers, since after webbing up the two 

Spider-men, she lands on point at the end of 

a tree branch. We then see her banging 

away on some drums in sync with the back-

ground music. Her voice overlaps some 

quick snaps of footage: “I’m from another 

dimension.” 

The line “How many other Spider-people 

are there?’ from Miles leads us to the 

introduction of the other half of the 

webhead brigade. First is Spider-man Noir 

from Earth 90214. Think Indiana Jones 

meets Batman and Deadpool in a black and 

white movie, and you have the gist. But the 

crew may have to avoid Washington and/or 

the Declaration of Independence, since 

Noir is voiced by Nicolas Cage. Second is 

Peni Parker, from Earth 14512. She was 

adopted by Uncle Ben and Aunt May in her 

comic universe and she has a Spider-robot. 

(Robot is the best term so we don’t stray  

into Star Wars territory. The art style for 

her changes to a more manga/anime type, 

which makes her stand out more. Then we 

catch a glimpse of Aunt May, most likely 

1610’s version. Finally we are introduced 

to Spider-Ham, a spider that was bitten by 

a radioactive pig… a spider that was bitten 

by a radioactive pig. (Yeah, that’s correct.) 

Calling Earth 8311 home, he has the incon-

spicuous name of, wait for it, Peter Porker. 

If you need an image, just picture Porky 

Pig in red and blue tights. 

 The trailer continues with scenes of  

various villains, including Kingpin and 

Scorpion, images of the collider’s effects 

on space-time, as well as another important 

character, the Prowler, a villain who is ac-

tually Mile’s *REDACTED.* We get quick 

glimpses of explosions, Spider-senses go-

ing off, a possible nod to Mile’s Venom 

Blast power, and the monstrous Ultimate 

Green Goblin. There’s a nice callback to an 

earlier exchange between Miles and his 

dad, wrapping up with Miles slapping his 

own sticker on one of the Chrysler Build-

ing’s eagle statues. 

 Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse 

hits theaters December 14th.  



 
Have a concern/

suggestion about 

something on cam-

pus? Share it, here! 

By Leah McCarthy 

       Did you know that SUNY 

Corning Community College 

has a student government? It’s 

called the Student Association 

Executive Board (SAEB). This 

group of students consists of 

the many roles and strucutres 

of a government group, includ-

ing a President, Vise President, 

Treasurer, Secretary, Trustee, 

Speaker of Senate and Sena-

tors.  

 In addition to these posi-

tions, there is  also an Activi-

ties Coordinator and Director 

of Public Relations (that’s 

me!). SAEB is a fun and excit-

ing open forum for new sug-

gestions to improve student life 

on campus. This group is a  

student voice to SUNY CCC’s 

administration, faculty, and 

staff. This means that if you 

have a suggestion or concern 

about something going on at  

the College, and aren't sure how to make 

your voice heard, you can take your voice to 

SAEB! We are located in the lower level of 

the Commons (next to the game room) and 

almost always have our door open for peo-

ple to come in at anytime. However, if you 

are not comfortable coming and speaking to 

us, never fear! We have recently installed a 

suggestion box outside of the SAEB office, 

to the right of the door. It is a black box, la-

beled “suggestions.” You can’t miss it!  

      SAEB believes that every student’s 

voice is important and has value—we want 

you to be heard! So stop in and say hi; come 

and see me and admire the archives of  The 

Crier that I have hanging on the wall next 

to my desk.  

     If not, then leave a suggestion and make 

an effort to having your voice heard by peo-

ple who can implement solutions to your 

concerns!  



 

Announcements  

 

Calling all Artists! 
 

New to this semester, The Crier  is accepting com-
ics and small illustrations submitted by YOU. 

 
Contact David Higgins for more info:  

higgins@corning-cc.edu 

Want to stay updated on the latest events on campus? Fol-

low @corningccevents on Instagram and Twitter! 

 

Join CCC on Thursday, Nov. 8th from 12:15 to 1:15pm in the Small Dining Room 

for our Veterans' Stories session of Every Story Counts. There will be free lunch!  

                              Fall Math Contest 
The NYSMATYC (New York State Mathematics Teachers Association of Two-Year Col-

leges) math contest will be held again this year! Details are below: 

 

Date and Time: Tuesday, Nov. 6, 2018 at 12:15 pm 

 

Location: Steuben Hall 211 

 

Food/Snacks will be provided at 12:15. Contest begins at 12:30. No calculators are 

permitted. Bring your own pencils! 

Want your event advertised here? Contact The Crier Staff at 

ccccrier@gmail.com 



Story of the Tuskegee Airmen 

The First African American Fighter Pilots 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Come and see a presentation about the Tuskegee Air-

men presented by Corning Community College 

And Red Tails Racing! 

Corning Community College Health Education Center  

132 Dennison Pkwy Corning, NY 14830 

November 3, 2018 3 PM through 6 PM 

MEET Herbert Thorpe: A REAL TUSKGEE AIRMAN 
PILOT Storytellers-Michael Joseph and Skye Moss 

Jazz Singer- Sharada Shashidhar 

Raul’s Rolling Tuskegee Thunder Displays 

 



 

Write for The Crier!  

If you want your voice to be heard, your ideas to be seen,  

enjoy writing and editing, and take great photos of campus life and events,  

The Crier is the student publication to showcase your skill and creativity! 

$20 per published article 

$5 if accompanying photo/s 

$10 per comic/small illustration  

E-mail articles and photos to CCCcrier@gmail.com  

To facilitate payment, please include your CID number with your submissions. 

 

              Next Issue Deadline: November 12th 
Discuss article topics and meet other students with 

a common interest in media and specifically journalism. 

Please visit The Crier on the MyCCC Welcome Tab  

for the meeting schedule and join the conversation. 

The Crier web page also includes deadlines for every is-

sue,  back issues of the paper, and other information. 

  

 

 

The views and opinions presented in The Crier do not  

necessarily represent the views and opinions of   

   the SUNY CCC Student Association, SUNY CCC Student Life,  

or SUNY Corning Community College.  
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