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1908-1919 
New York's Grand Experiment 
In May 1908, the 
newspaper The 
Bolivar Breeze 
opined that the 
recently approved 
state expenditures 
for the "school of 
agriculture and 
experimental farm 
at Alfred" were 
perhaps the "most 
important event of 
the year." (3) The 
optimism of the 
newspaper The 
Wellsville Democrat 
was apparent when 
it wrote, "When they 
get their agriculture 
experimental station 
working, pumpkins 
will be measured 
with a surveyor's 
chain while four 
potatoes wi II fi II a 
car ... there is nothing 
the Alfred people 
cannot accomplish." 
(3) 

The school was 
dedicated on June 
8, 1910, with the 
handing over of the 
keys to the buildings 
to Judge Peter B. 
Mclennan of the 
Board of Managers. 
The legislative act 
of 1908 outlined 
the objectives of 
the new school as 
follows: 

To give practical 
instruction in 
agriculture and 
kindred subjects; 
to conduct for the 
improvement of 
such instruction, 
investigation, and 
experiment in 
agricultural methods 
in Western New 
York, and in means 
and methods 
for the care and 
improvement 
of livestock; 
to stimulate 
agricultural pursuits 
and to increase 
knowledge by which 
such industry may 
be successfully 
carried on. (6) 

The school opened 
its doors on Oct. 
18, 1909, with 
four faculty and 
46 students (10 
women and 36 
men). By 1911, 
the enrollment 
had increased to 
122 students (30 
women and 92 
men). In keeping 
with its objectives, 
the school 
immediately began 
to focus on efforts 
to assist farmers of 
western New York. 

In a photo of the freshman class of 1913, it is interesting to note that the 
class president that year was a woman, Cora Regwald. (1912) 

The first Farmers' who managed to brought changes 
Institute was held at gather the financial to the village, the 
the school March 1- and legislative village brought its 
4, 1910. It provided support that brought social norms to 
18 different this agricultural the school. Male 
speakers on various experiment to students were 
subjects, with over fruition. housed in the 
1,500 people in Stillman House 
attendance. The Student life was, dormitory and 
Farmers' Institutes of course, quite women at the 
were held annually different from "Ladies Hall," the 
until 1914. today, without TVs, Brick, although 

radios, computers, the majority of 
Because the school or even movies. students lodged in 
was originally part There were also private homes. The 
of Alfred University, no bars (alcohol chief form of social 
the title of first was prohibited in activity appears to 
president belongs Allegany County), have been eating; 
to then-Alfred and as Helen students formed 
University President Cottrell noted, eating clubs both 
Boothe C. Davis, while the school to reduce expenses 



and to socialize. 
The first fraternity, 
Gamma Theta 
Gamma, appeared 
in 1920 through 
the combination 
of two clubs, the 
Bachelor's Club and 
the Knights of the 
Aggies. 

Commencement 
was in some ways 
quite different from 
today, because 
the requirements 
for graduation 
were different. 
Besides successful 
completion of the 
student's course of 
study, a number of 
other activities are 
described by Helen 
Cottrell: 

For seniors, 
the ordeal of 
Commencement 
was often greater 
than the two years 
of hard work which 
led up to it ... Before 
even being called to 
the rostrum for his 
diploma, he would 
have survived the 
following program: 
The senior play, 
a musicale, class 
day exercises, 
the Senior Ball, 
the Alumni 
Banquet, and the 
Baccalaureate 
Sermon, to say 
nothing of various 

A 230-acre farm belonging to the Charles Stillman family was purchased for $14, 500 in 1909, and a 
dairy barn and milk house were built in 1909-10. On Dec. 31, 1910, within two weeks of completion, 
a fire destroyed the main part of the large new dairy barn. After rebuilding, it served the college as its 
main barn until Oct. 2, 1960, when a fire, estimated to have caused $250,000 in damage, burned 
it to the ground. It was located where the bus garage is now, across Route 244 from the Horticulture 
building. 

informal picnics with 
classmates before 
final parting. (22) 

... 

. . . . . . ... . . .. 
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On May 8, 1908, NYS Gov. Charles Evans Hughes signed the Agricultural School Bill 
creating an agricultural school at Alfred University. After the news of the passage was 
received in Alfred, a noisy, impromptu parade wound its way through the village streets . 
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This is the certificate of authenticity 
with the pen that was used to sign 
the bill establishing the NYSA at 
Alfred. The framed certificate and pen 
are currently located in the Crandall 
Conference Room in the Huntington 
Administration building. 



A contract was awarded Jan. 18, 1909, for $40,898 for the construction of a 100-foot by 50-foot 
Agriculture Hall. The cornerstone was laid on June 9, 1909, and classes were held here beginning 
Jan. 24, 1910. 

Built by David Stillman in 1818, this is 
one of the two oldest and most historic 
homes in Alfred. During its use as one of 
the first inns in the village, the top floor 
was a ballroom and served as a dining hall 
after the state militia's drill practice. After 
the Agricultural School bought the house, it 
served many years as the boys' dormitory, 
housing 20 boys, and later as faculty 
apartments. It stands today 180 North 
Main St. at the junction of Route 244. 

N. Y. State School of Agriculture. Alfred, N. Y. "Class in Domestic Science" 

A photo of a typical class in 
domestic science around 1911. 
In 1910-11, 30 young women 
were enrolled. In addition to 
cooking, sewing, and managing 
a household, by 1914-15 
professional dressmaking, 
millinery, and dietetics courses 
had been added. Students were 
expected to have had practical 
experience in housekeeping 
before enrolling. 
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It is interesting to see how different the entrance 
requirements were in 1913. 

Photo of the blacksmith's shop from 
the 1912 Kanakadea yearbook. The 
Alfred Sun of July 27, 1910, tells 
us, ''The School of Agriculture has 
just completed arrangements for 
the establishment of a forge and 
blacksmithing shop to be conducted 
under the supervision of the school ... 
It is being equipped with one brick 
forge for the master mechanic and 15 
portable forges and a full set of working 
tools for each student. " 

1915 School Calendar 
OCTOBER, Firit Monti, 

Don't be too nice. It is such an impediment to usdulnC"ss stuttC" rinc: is co 
speech, a port of spiritual indi1restion: a hesitation in your carburetcr. By all means, 
be a 1rendeman, in manners and spirit, in so far as you know how, but be one from 
inside, out. 

An11Mlenariu a11d Advic,. 

~~- !: ~:;:~!:i::g~~~-
6. Work. bce:ins. 
7. Yom-Kippour. 
8. Scnio~ elect dau officers. 
9. White oaks :are now in the height of 1hrir autumnal he:auty. 

10. Sabbath Day. 
11. Football practice. 
12. Columbus Day. 
13. Fr<>ih elect dus officC"rs. 
14. If you want to S<'e hirds, 1!'0 to the sca5horc. 
1 S. Pay your 5ubscript ion for the Fiat Lux. 
lb. Frosh draw first blood on Juniors. 
17. Fowls that have thei r full liberty and arc fed well usually moult well . 
18. Students Dance in Firemen's Hall. Juniors retaliate on Frosh. 
19. Professor Clawson conducts chapel. 

" 20. Senior's wiener roast on Pinc Crest. 
" 21. If you want lcnowledR'<", food or pleasure, you must toil for it. 

22. Professor Place entertains us in chapel. 
23. The partridirC rustle the fa llen leaves. 
24. This world is not so had a world as some would like to make it. 
25. Your business will surdy be attended to if you do it yourself. 

" 26. The close of autumn is now fast approachinK', and the farmer 
should prepare for winter. 

2i. Alfred defeats University of Buffalo, b-0. 
28. Country Life Club Hallowc'en Patty at the Barns.. 

'' 29. The cotton-tails are running. 
30. Brick Girls' Hallowc'en Party in the Old Academy Hall. 

'' 31. With care in management one hundred hens m:ay be kept on one acre. 

One Hundred Fifty.eight 

The school year ran from October to December 
and January to March. The school calendar 
gave practical advice, as well as college 
events. On November 1 students were advised 
to "get your gun out." 



An early seal for the NYS School of 
Agriculture at the Alfred University as 
it appeared in the 1913 Kanakadea 
yearbook. 

From the train station in Alfred Station, passengers took a 
horse-drawn bus called the Carryall to Alfred. Once in Alfred, 
students normally stayed until Christmas vacation. This 
photo possibly is the Carryall. 

Founded in 1909, the Country Life Club 
was an organization of the students in 
the School of Agriculture, which had 
for its object, mutual improvement 
in all things pertaining to agricultural 
education and in all things that promote 
happy and useful living on the farm and 
in the country. 

According to the 1913 Kanakadea, 
almost all of the 148 students were 
active members. By 1917, its purpose 
was the development of the social spirit 
and the training of its members for 
leadership in the public affairs of rural 
communities. 7 
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1920-1944 
Contraction followed by Expansion 
The year 1920 in their support for 
saw the installation the school, finally 
of a new director, raised a fuss with 
Archie Champlin. their state senator, 
The program in and funds were 
domestic science allocated to the 
was discontinued, school so that it 
and enrollment could continue 
fell to 59 students operation. 
in 1926. Alfred 
University lobbied to This crisis appears 
have the Ag School to have galvanized 
closed and the the school and the 
facilities absorbed local support for 
into the Ceramics it. By 1936 a new 
school. Finally, the director had been 
1926 state budget named; new faculty 
contained no had been hired; 
appropriation for the the agricultural 
school. According curriculum was 
to the account broadened; and 
of the period by foreshadowing its 
President Emeritus future, the school 
Dr. John Nelson had been renamed: 
Norwood in Fiat Lux, it was now The 
the local farmers, Alfred Agricultural 
who up to this and Technical 
point had not been Institute. 
particularly vocal 

The new director He also announced 
was Paul B. Orvis, plans to provide 
a 1921 alumnus new programs in 
of the Ag School. building trades, 
He was described which ushered in 
by Norwood as the "technical" side 
exhibiting leadership of the college in 
"to an amazing the fall semester 
degree, vision, of 193 7. The new 
resourcefulness, programs' effects 
and push." (41) on enrollment were 
Orvis brought a indisputable: By 
broad vision to 1938, enrollment 
the college, and at the school had 
in his first year rebounded to 192 
he proposed "a full-time and 28 
new curriculum part-time students. 
in agricultural In 1941 the 
business" to include legislature changed 
"courses in business the name of the 
administration, school again, and 
business it became the NYS 
correspondence, Agricultural and 
typewriting, Technical Institute 
business (and was known for 
organization, the next quarter-
salesmanship, century simply as 
transportation, and ''.Alfred Ag Tech"). 
marketing." (42) 

On Nov. 11, 1918, World War I ended, 
and many communities held Peace Day 
celebrations. This peace sign is on the 
front of an Alfred home. 



Established in 1922, 
Tau Sigma Alpha was 
the first sorority and 
had 24 members. 

Organized in 1917, 
the Bachelor's Club's 
requirements for 
admission were based 
on school standings, 
and its aims were 
social and literary 
achievements. Within 
less than a year of 
its founding, all of its 
members were either 
in the armed services 
or helping to produce 
food for the country. 
From this photo it 
looks as if they were 
also learning cooking 
skills! 

Photo of early greenhouses from 1923 
edition of the AU yearbook Kanakadea. 

.· 
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1940 basketball team. 
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Agriculture Hall, as it 
appeared in the early 
1920s, was the heart 
of the Ag School. The 
administration and 
many of the classes 
occupied it until 
1970, when it was 
demolished to make 
way for the new NYS 
College of Ceramics 
building. 

From the college's beginning, it was 
covered in the Alfred University yearbook, 
the Kanakadea. The Argosy was its first 
independent yearbook and was published 
1939-43, when World War II brought it to a 
close. Some of the Argosy's staff are pictured 
in the 1940 edition. 



The National Youth Administration Resident Work Project began in the spring of 1938. ''These men 
were young people of promise who had no money for advanced education." In the fall of 1938, the 
program was expanded to include young women. "The Federal government paid them $30 a month, 
in return for which they worked 60 hours a month at jobs assigned by the college. They spent $24 of 
this for room, board, and fees." The program was disbanded in February 1942 because World War II 
brought work and money, and federal help was no longer needed for education. 

The library, which was located in a large room on the second floor of the Administration Building in the 
early days of the college, was haphazard at best. It was part of the English Department, and then the 
General Education Division. In September 1948, a full-time librarian was hired. 

.. 
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APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION 

to the 

NEW YORK STATE SCHOOL OF 
AGRICULTURE 

At Alfred University, Alfred, N. Y. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1927 

1. NamC' in full ... . .......... , ....... . .... . 

2. Post ofTicf' .......................... .. . . 

3. County ... . .......................... . .. . 

·I. Date of Birth ... . . ...................... . 

5. am e of parent or guardian ....... .. . .. . 

6. Address of parC"nt or guard ian . ......... . 

7. Have you ever attended high school ? ..... . 

8. Are you a high school graduate? ....... . . . 

Address all correspondence to Dire>ctor A . 

E. Cha m J)li n. Alfred, N. Y. 

According to an admission application 
dated 1927-28, applicants should be 
at least 16 years of age; should have 
completed the school work of the first 
eight grades as taught in the common 
schools; should be in good health and 
of good moral character. One year of 
advanced credit was given to high school 
graduates. Applicants who had not 
completed the eighth grade could be 
accepted for special short courses and 
could transfer to regular courses if they 
could perform the required work . 

NYS Gov. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
had lunch at Hill's Coffee 
Shoppe on Aug. 14, 1929, 
during a tour of state schools. 
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This statement, 
appearing in the 
1928 Kanakadea 
yearbook, reflected 
the feeling of 
imminent demise for 
the school. In 1926, 
there were fewer 
than 60 students 
enrolled; the growing 
College of Ceramics 
was expanding into 
Agricultural Hall; there 
was no appropriation 
for the school in the 
governor's budget. 
George and Lloyd 
Robinson, Erle Myers 
and Director Archie C. 
Champlin lobbied hard 
to keep the college 
open, and they 
succeeded. 

Alma Mater 

As far as we can ascertain at present, our Alma Mater will be discontinued at 

the close of the current school year and our main building loaned to the State Ce
ramic School. Therefore, we feel that a brief outline of the history of our school would 

form a fitting part of our last KANAKADEA contribution. 

In the year 1902, a general course in agriculture was offered in Alfred University 

and continued until the year 1908. Efforts were being made throughout the United 

States in 1905 to establish special agricultural schools which would include a 
domestic-science course. On May 6, 1908, by an act of the State Legislature, pro

vision was made for the establishment and maintenance of a State Agricultural 

School at Alfred University. President Boothe C. Davis was one of those instru

mental in bringing the school to Allred. 

The school grew rapidly, and in 1912 there was an enrollment of over two 

hundred students. This number was maintained each year until the World War 

changed the "scheme of things." Then followed a gradual decrease in attendance 

until the low mark was reached in 1925-26, with an enrollment of forty-eight. This 
year finds us started once more on the upward climb with a registration of more than 

sixty students. 

All business enterprises move in cycles. Agriculture has been in a state of 
depression since the war, but apparently is due for a revival. We express the belief 

that in a few years there will be such a demand for men with a scientific knowledge 

of agriculture that we shall once more find an Agricultural School in Alfred. We feel 
assured that, should necessity arise, our Alumni will exert all possible influence to 
bring our Alma Mater back. 

.. 
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Photos of classes in oil-burner adjustment and electrical power and machinery in the early 1940s. 

The first Rural Teachers' courses were begun in 
the fall of 1920. These students were high school 
graduates at /east 17 years old. They were to 
be trained in all subjects taught in the first eight 
grades, including several courses in elementary 
agriculture and home science. Satisfactory 
completion of this one-year course entitled 
graduates to one year's advanced credit at the 
state normal schools. 

The class of 1940 was the largest enrolled up to that time. On the eve of World War II, the college had 
rebounded from its low point in 1926. 



1944-1953 
Postwar Expansion 
World War II had a While much of the 
significant effect on work at the institute 
the college. With is highly specialized, 
the end of the war it is recognized that 
came a tremendous man cannot live 
surge in enrollment by bread alone. 
- 1,600 students The successful 
in the fall of 1946! graduate must not 
Additional dorm only be able to earn 
space was built, a livelihood but he 
including Wood Hall, must also be able 
Dobson House, and to solve his every 
Pelton House, and day problems of 
finally two new girls' living, must learn to 
dorms, Kezia and live and work with 
MacKenzie Halls, others, profitably 
were built in 1953. enjoy leisure time, 
(By that same and must assume 
year, 231 women his place as a 
were enrolled.) responsible and 
The General intelligent member 
Education Division of the community. 
(today called the (71) 
School of Arts and 
Sciences) evolved Beginning in 1948, 
from a minor area all freshmen 
of the college to a were required to 
significant force in complete a two-
the development course sequence 
of the well-rounded of English I and 
student. According English II. The aims 
to Hritz, until 1945 of this sequence 
the only required were stated simply: 
English course was to "comprehend 
a two-credit course something to be 
in public speaking. read and organize 
But the position something to be 
of the school on written." (71) 
general education Seniors were 
clearly evolved, as required to take 
we see from this six credit hours in 
statement in the courses devoted 
1953 catalog: to "the study of 

the individual as 
he discharged his 
social obligation in 
the community." 
(71) Drama and 
Public Speaking 
became a 
department in 
1951. Thus, by 
June of 1953, the 
General Education 
Division consisted 
of six departments: 
English, Economics, 
Music, Physical 
Education, Speech 
and Drama, and 
Library. 

Main Street in downtown Alfred was busy in 
1950. 

The end of the war brought a large influx of students. Saxon Heights, also 
known as the Diaper Hill, primarily for married students, was constructed 
on an empty field owned by the college on Route 244 at the village limits. 
The buildings were shared on a 50-50 basis with AU, which administered 
the units. The complex was demolished in 1967-68. Maple and Rose 
apartments currently stand at that location. 15 
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Some of the faculty pictured in the 1948 Kanakadea taught at the 
college for many years. Top row: Robert H. Brown (radio), Gordon 
Dunning (physics), Walter Hinkle (rural engineering), Charles Dudley (rural 
engineering), Harold Davie (radio), Harold Crowell (rural engineering), 
Eddy Foster (agronomy), E.J. Brown (business). Second row: Doris Gere 
(secretarial), Lily Carter (secretarial), Mary Jean Crowley (floriculture), 
Martha Koby (English). 

The first Fall Festival was held from 
Oct. 30 to Nov. 2, 194 7, and featured 
open houses to show the work of the 
college. Dorms and Greek houses had 
displays on their lawns. The formal 
Harvest Ball was held with the crowning 
of a king and queen. The whole school 
participated, and in 1950 4, 000 to 
5, 000 people attended the various 
exhibits. After 1965, Visiting Day for 
area schools was held, and later there 
was a Fall Weekend with a formal 
dance. Gradually the festival declined. 
Parents' Weekend began in the 1970s, 
as did Fall Weekend, which usually 
featured a rock band. 
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In September 1940, a civilian pilot training program, 
given in cooperation with the Civil Aeronautics 
Administration, was offered to University and Ag 
Tech boys who had completed one year of college. 
Courses were given at Alfred, with flight training at 
Hornell. In August 1942, enlisted naval pilot training 
began, and the program was transferred to Dansville. 
One thousand flyers per year were sent to the 
school for training. The program continued through 
September 1943. 

Begun in 194 7 and originally 
called the Winter Sports 
Carnival, the Winter Carnival, 
sponsored by the Alfred Outing 
Club, featured elaborate snow 
sculptures, bobsled and skiing 
races, climaxed by the crowning 
of the Snow-Ball queen. It was 
celebrated jointly for a number of 
years by both AU and Ag Tech. 

Kappa Delta Sigma 
fraternity, Beta Chapter, 
was begun on Jan. 27, 
1940. In 1944-45 
the home was secured 
by the college and 
was placed under the 
supervision of Mrs. Paul 
B. Orvis to house female 
students. In May 1949 
the fraternity became 
Psi Delta Omega. The 
home at 14 South Main 
St. no longer stands, 
and the site is now the 
M.E. Kenyon Children's 
Park. 

17 
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1948-1961 
The Creation of a State University 
In 1948, the 
NYS Legislature 
established the 
State University of 
New York (SUNY), 
and the Ag Tech 
became part of 
the SUNY system, 
thus separating 
officially from 
Alfred University. 
The first separate 
commencement 
exercises were held 
in 1949, although 
SUNY degrees were 
not conferred upon 
graduates until 
1951. 

There were other, 
less formal signs 
that the Ag Tech 
had come into its 
own as a stand-
alone school. 
Drama flourished 
at the college. 
Each year saw 
the production of 
several one-act 
plays and three 
full-length plays, 
the third being 
held in spring at 
the annual Drama 
Festival. At its 
zenith, the Drama 
Festival offered 
52 productions 
during the five-
day program! 

Music prospered sponsored a contest 
as well. Under to create a school 
the leadership song. In 1954, 
of Anthony the winner was 
Cappadonia, announced: Richard 
several different Fote of Olean, who 
vocal groups was a member of 
were created, the Mixed Choir and 
and in 1954 the Concert Band. 
the choir made Fote wrote both 
two recordings, the words and the 
a practice that music and received 
continues to a prize of $10 
this day. Two and an engraved 
instrumental groups, plaque. The school's 
the Marching new alma mater 
Band and the was performed 
Concert Band, also for the first time 
performed widely. In at the 1954 
1953, in the midst commencement 
of this musical and continues to 
renaissance, the be sung at major 
Student Council 

college events to 
this day. 

The period 1953-
61 saw the 
construction of a 
dizzying array of new 
facilities: the two 
girls' dormitories 
in 1953, the 
Industrial Laboratory 
Building in 1954, 
the Farm Power 
Machinery Building 
in 1955, Wood 
Hall and North 
Hall in 1957, the 
Floriculture Center 
later that year, an 
eight-lane bowling 
alley in 1958, a 
health center and 
three new men's 

Opened in fall 1950, 
the original Wood 
Hall, located at the 
present main campus 
entrance, was the 
fourth women's 
residence hall. It was 
home to Pi Nu Epsilon 
from 1953 until the 
early 1970s when it 
was demolished. 

dorms that same 
year, Brookside (a 
women's dorm) in 
1959, the St. Jude 
Catholic Chapel and 
Student Center in 
1959, and the Lake 
Lodge and Main 
Dining Hall in 1961. 
One building was 
removed but not 
intentionally: Fire 
destroyed the fifty-
year-old Dairy Barn 
on Oct. 2, 1960. 
A new barn was 
built at the Animal 
Husbandry Center 
on Belmont Road. 



MacKenzie Hall (left) and 
Kezia Hall (right) were twin 
women 's dorms constructed 
by the Benevolent Association 
and occupied in September 
1953. Each housed 50 women. 
Later Kappa Sigma Epsilon 
fraternity occupied Kezia, and 
Gamma Theta Gamma fraternity 
occupied MacKenzie before 
they were demolished in 1971. 

Ag Tech men were able to play on AU sports 
teams until 1952, when eligibility rules stated 
that players be candidates for four-year degrees. 
The first Ag Tech varsity basketball team played 
in 1952-53 under Coach Bill Havens. 

The Industrial or "/" building 
was the first new, permanent 
classroom building erected since 
1909. Begun in 1942, the huge 
$1,800,000 building was fully 
occupied in September 1954. On 
Sept. 13, 1953, NYS Gov. Thomas 
E. Dewey dedicated the building, 
which was turned over to the NYS 
College of Ceramics in 1968 as its 
primary classroom building. 

Registration 1959-style in the old gym featured 
long lines and confusion. 

19 
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The Victorian House, located at 19 Elm Street, was built in 1888 by Irving Saunders, a local 
photographer, who maintained a studio on the third floor. Elim E. (Elie) Fenner purchased 
the house in 1903 from a man named Cottrell for $3,000. The young girl in this photo (date 
around 1906) is believed to be Mabel Fenner Lyon, who was born in 1903. After being sold 
to many owners, Gamma Theta Gamma fraternity purchased it around 1948. The college 
acquired the house in 1964, and it became the General Education building. 

In June 1956, the College Council 
approved the purchase of the 150-
acre Saunders farm to the west of the 
gym for $50, 000. This is where most 
of the current campus now stands. 
Groundbreaking ceremonies were 
held Nov. 2, 1960, although actual 
earth moving had begun on Oct. 11. 
Pictured left to right are Assemblyman 
Don Cummings, President Walter C. 
Hinkle, former Assemblyman William H. 
MacKenzie, and Dean Roger F. Rawe. 



By 1965, registration had not 
improved very much and it 
involved not only paper work but 
much walking. 

Having a separate basketball team 
meant having separate cheerleaders. 
Five women, wearing blue corduroy 
uniforms, composed the first squad. 

The venerable old gymnasium, 
erected in September 1949 
was the first building located 
on the site of the present 
campus. A government 
surplus building, this 
"temporary" structure served 
until February 1969 as a 
gym, assembly hall, theater, 
lecture hall, and dining hall 
and housed commencement 
ceremonies. It was located 
on the site of the present 
Agriculture Science Building. 21 
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In 1951, Anthony "Cappy" Cappadonia was hired to lead the vocal and 
instrumental music programs. Beginning in 1966 he focused just on the vocal 
program, and his choirs have always been noted for their high excellence. Pictured 
here is his first choir in 1951. 

Henderson House, located at 52 North Main, was a women's residence hall 
purchased by the Benevolent Association around 1948-49. In 1959 it was enlarged 
and remodeled and became the home of Delta Chi Omega sorority. Since 1975 it 
has been home to Gamma Theta Gamma fraternity. 



1961-1969 
A New Era 
In the fall of 1960, President Orvis announced that he would 
be leaving Alfred on Nov. 1 to become the executive dean 
of Two-Year Technical Institutes and Community Colleges for 
SUNY. In tribute to Orvis, the faculty created the Paul B. Orvis 
Award for scholastic achievement, given annually to a graduate 
from each division. Orvis was succeeded by Walter Hinkle, who 
had already served in that capacity occasionally when Orvis 
was away. President Hinkle died unexpectedly on May 2, 1964, 
just two months short of his planned retirement. In recognition 
of his tireless work on behalf of the library, in 1970 the library 
was renamed the Hinkle Memorial Library. Dr. David Huntington 
assumed the presidency on Aug. 1, 1964. Huntington, a 
former associate dean in the University of Maine's College of 
Agriculture, was a 1946 Cornell graduate. Upon Huntington's 
arrival, the name of the college was once again changed, to 
the "State University of New York Agricultural and Technical 
College at Alfred," and ''.A.lfred State College" became the 
popular short form of the new name. 

President Huntington brought a number of changes to the 
college. In 1965, he formed the Faculty Council (which was 
the forerunner of today's Faculty Senate) composed of 10 
members representing all of the academic divisions. In 1966, 
in response to a challenge by the SUNY Chancellor, Alfred 
State College officially launched its vocational program after 
locating a suitable campus in Wellsville, on the site of the 
former Sinclair Oil Refining Works. The new vocational campus 
opened with 117 students and five curricula: Automotive 
Service, Building Construction, Drafting, Electrical Service, and 
Food Service. The first class graduated with a nearly 100% job 
placement rate, and the enrollment grew to 4 7 4 students in 
1969. 

Taken as a whole, the first 60 years of the college seem akin to 
the development of a young person to adulthood. From small, 
occasionally frail beginnings, the college arrived at its 601

h 

birthday having become a robust, vibrant center for education 
and cultural activity. It has grown in every respect, from its 
facilities to enrollment to its impact on the region. We now 
turn to accounts of its more recent history to appreciate the 
extent to which the college realized its youthful promise. 

NYS Gov. Nelson A. Rockefeller visited the campus 
on Feb. 11, 1965. After visiting with President 
Huntington and other dignitaries in Agricultural Hall, 
he visited the Ceramics College and went to the 
Student Union, where he addressed students. The 
speech was broadcast over WVAT and to the overflow 
of students outside on the porch. Rockefeller then 
visited West (Peet) Hall, where he viewed the new 
campus construction. 

On Nov. 15, 1965, students, faculty, and staff lined 
up to carry armfuls of books from the old library in 
Agricultural Hall to the new library. The job of moving 
22,000 books was completed in four hours. SUNY 
Chancellor Samuel Gould, who was visiting the 
campus that day, and college administrators also 
helped. Not to be outdone, students also moved the 
head librarian, Richard T. Samuelson. 23 
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Vice President Roger F. Rawe, right, and President David H. 
Huntington, center, admire an early emergency vehicle for the campus 
police. 

11111 
In the fall of 1965 the Student Association bought a 30-acre hill on the northern side of the Belmont 
Road (Rte. 244) opposite the farm building complex and built a slope extending to an elevation of 
550 feet. A former horse stable building at the front of the slope was remodeled as a ski lodge, which 
had a fireplace and large windows overlooking the slope. "Happy Valley" opened in January 1966 and 
operated through 1975. In 1976 it was leased to the Martin Curran family, who ran it until 1981. The 
ski lodge was demolished in spring 1988. Pictured here are the T-bar lift and a view of the lodge. 



Located near the Almond Dam between Almond and Hornell, the Beacon, 
also known as "going down the road," was a popular watering hole for 
students beginning in the 1950s. A large addition, which was the site of 
many large formal balls, banquets, and musical entertainment, opened in 
September 1964. 

In order to better utilize their travel time between the college and hospital 
clinicals, nursing students used headsets on their bus to learn. This photo 
is from the late 1960s. 

.. 
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Alfred had international students back in the early 1960s. The countries represented in this 1963-64 
photo are Canada, Iran, Pakistan, Republic of Guinea, Kenya, and Kuwait. 

The Agricultural Division faculty is shown in 1965. Row 1: Mr. Lyttle, Morris Mead, William Stopper, 
Donald McDermott, Donald Jones, Conner Stephens. Row 2: Charles Pierce, Robert Sheppard, 
Robert Clary, Walter Wietgrefe, Vincent Smith, Wayne Carter, Walter Friend, Wesley Parish, Maynard 
Boyce, Mr. James. 



In this circa 1965 aerial view, land is being cleared for the westward expansion of the campus. The 
Administration and Library buildings have been completed, and the work is progressing on the Central 
Dining Hall. 

A now Jost tradition was the "pinning" ceremony, when a fraternity brother gave his pin to his serious 
girlfriend as a precursor to engagement. The brothers came to the girl's dorm with lighted candles 
and the girl came out to receive the pin, while her friends all watched from the dorm. 27 
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Begun in 1966, the Science 
(now Allied Health) Building was 
occupied in August 1967. Peet 
and Braddon Halls are visible in 
this photo dated May 23, 1966. 

The mid 1960s were years of 
explosive growth. The new 
Industrial (now Engineering 
Technology) Building was taking 
shape in this June 1967 photo. 
Occupied in January 1969, it 
contained 118,398 square feet. 

Construction was begun on the 
General Education Building, now 
called Brown Hall, in 1966. The 
building, named after E.J. Brown, 
head of the Business Division 
1947-68, was dedicated to him 
on March 10, 1983. The photo 
shows the very early stages of 
construction on Jan. 21, 1966. 
Peet Hall is in the background. 



In December 1965, the College Council approved plans for the vocational program at Wellsville. 
Spearheaded by President David H. Huntington, the College Council, the Educational Foundation, 
and the faculty, the college became the first technical college in SUNY to offer a vocational program. 
The former Sinclair Oil Refining Works in Wellsville became the site; 10 faculty were hired; and 117 
students enrolled. Classes began on Oct. 18, 1966. The former Sinclair Refinery sign was repainted 
and erected to indicate the new division. 

An early diagram showing the various 
buildings on the College of Applied 
Technology campus, Wellsville. 29 
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An artist's rendering around 1966 of the proposed Student Activities Building, which was occupied 
in 1969 and dedicated to Paul B. Orvis, the fifth president (1936-60), on May 24, 1975. 

-- - ............. ., 

A month after the sudden death of President Walter C. Hinkle on May 2, 1964, plans were 
announced for a chimes and clock tower. The funds for the bell tower were raised by alumni and 
college friends. Each of the five bells is inscribed with a significant date in President Hinkle's 
career. 



Formal dances, usually held at the Beacon Inn, were very popular. This formal was part of Winter 
Weekend, 1968. President and Mrs. Huntington can be seen in the center. 

The Physical Education 
Department in 1968-
69. Glenn Patton, Dick 
Giedlin, Faith Trotta, and 
Bill Havens are pictured. 31 





A Short History of the College from 
Fall 1969 Through Spring 1977 
Ellen H. Ehrig 

Ellen H. Ehrig was born and educated in Brooklyn. She graduated from Brooklyn College (BA in 
political science) and from Pratt Institute (master of library science). After working as an adult 
seNices librarian at the Eastern Parkway Branch of the Brooklyn Public Library and as a reference 
librarian at the Fogler Library at the University of N\aine, Orono, she moved to Alfred, where she 
worked as a public seNices librarian at the Hinkle Memorial Library for 34 years, retiring in 2004. 
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The period 1969 
through 1977 was 
one of contrasts. It 
began with vigorous 
growth in staff, 
facilities, programs, 
and innovations. 
By the end of the 
period budgetary 
restrictions 
necessitated 
retrenchment/ 
reduction of staff, 
and reduced 
levels of support 
for equipment 
replacement, 
building 
maintenance, library 
acquisitions, faculty 
travel, and program 
innovation. 

During the period, 
programs as diverse 
as machine clerical, 
truck and diesel, 
and plumbing 
and heating were 
introduced at the 
Vocational School. 
On the Alfred 
campus a liberal 
arts curriculum 
was offered for the 
first time, as was 
a human services 
one. Many new 
programs were first 
offered in the School 
of Engineering 
Technology, including 
broadcasting, 
applications 
engineering courses, 

and an architectural 
specialization. 

Innovations were 
instituted with 
outside agencies. 
Agreements were 
reached with several 
community colleges 
whereby students 
could complete 
a year at the 
community college 
and then transfer 
to Alfred for their 
second year in a 
technical curriculum. 
An associate degree 
nursing program was 
introduced at the 
Craig Developmental 
Center in Sonyea, 
NY. There were 
exchange programs 
with Alfred University, 
which benefited 
both students and 
faculty. In addition, 
significant progress 
was made to 
minimize duplication 
of periodical 
resources among 
the three academic 
libraries in Alfred. 

During the 1969-
70 academic year, 
an effort was made 
to support the 
organization of an 
Extension Program 
in Franklinville, 
Cattaraugus County. 
It was seen as a 

pioneer effort in 
western New York to 
provide educational 
opportunities to 
students in an area 
not served by a 
community college. 
This concept 
received approval 
and support 
from SUNY. The 
formulation of the 
program was done 
in cooperation with 
Alfred University, 
St. Bonaventure 
University, and 
Houghton College. 

During the 1970-
71 academic year, 
plans continued 
to strengthen 
and expand the 
program. The 
decision was made 
to offer courses in 
Olean, at a YMCA 
facility, as well as 
in Franklinville. 
Late afternoon and 
evening programs 
in liberal arts were 
introduced, and the 
Extension Office 
was moved to 
Olean. Sixty-seven 
full-time equivalent 
(FTE) students, 
representing 115 
students, took 
courses in the 
program. 

In May 1970, 120 Alfred students protested 
in Washington, DC, against the Vietnam War 
and the killings at Kent State. While there, the 
students met formally with President Nixon. 
Early on May 9 on the same trip, as five Alfred 
students walked near the Lincoln Memorial, they 
encountered President Nixon and talked with him 
for about an hour. 

Students protested the Vietnam War during the 
1969-70 academic year. 



The college's National Junior College Athletic 
Association (NJCAA) championship swimming 
team, coached by Glenn Patton (bottom row, 
left) . Alfred was the first NYS college to win the 
championship. The meet was held in St. Louis, 
MO, in February 1971. 

Food Service class. (1970- 71) 

It was recognized 
that liberal arts 
programs were 
the easiest and 
least expensive to 
introduce and were 
needed to provide 
the foundation for 
expanded offerings. 
However, it was 
also recognized that 
the most critical 
need might be for 
vocational and 
technical programs. 

At this point it 
was intended that 
extension programs 
were also to be 
established in 
Livingston and 
Wyoming counties. 

By 1971-72, it 
became obvious 
that, although 
the receptivity 
to the program 
was encouraging, 
budgetary 
constraints made 
it impossible for 
Alfred State College 
to devote the 
resources needed 
by the program. 
Financial support 
was sought from 
the Cattaraugus 
County Legislature, 
but it was unwilling 
to provide support. 
One of the major 
reasons for 
budgetary problems 

was that while a 
community college 
was allowed to 
develop extension 
programs in 
neighboring 
counties through 
which funding was 
received from the 
home county, state 
funds and student 
tuition, Alfred found 
itself dependent 
on tuition income 
alone. So it was 
recognized that 
unless the system 
was rectified, it 
would be impossible 
to continue such 
programs. During 
this academic 
year, the program 
enrolled 95 FTE 
(representing 150 
students). 

By 1972-73, 18 
courses in the 
liberal arts were 
offered in the two 
locations-School 
#11 in Olean and 
Franklinville High 
School. Course 
offerings were 
parallel to or 
duplicates of those 
offered on the main 
campus within the 
Arts & Science 
Division, with the 
exception of two 
courses in police 
science, which 
were offered only in 
Olean. 

Enrollment 
continued to 
decline, and during 
the 1975-76 
academic year, 
the decision was 
made to discontinue 
the Cattaraugus 
County Extension 
Program because of 
budget reductions. 
Arrangements 
evolved for 
Jamestown 
Community College 
to take over the 
program. 

Academic divisions 
were redesignated 
academic schools, 
and division chairs 
became deans. 
During the 1975-76 
school year, three 
vice presidential 
positions were 
established 
to coordinate 
Student Affairs, 
Academic Affairs, 
and Administrative 
Affairs. 

Starting with the 
fall semester of 
197 4, the college 
switched from the 
quarter system to a 
semester calendar. 

Other innovations 
included the 
introduction of 
a modified prep 
program to serve 
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the special needs of 
returning veterans. 
A math learning 
lab permitted 
independent study 
of basic math 
concepts. Also 
during the early 
1970s, and despite 
opposition from 
various quarters, the 
college remained 
convinced of 
the feasibility of 
introducing upper
division technology 
programs. 

For many years 
all curriculums, 
regardless of 
the number of 
applications, were 
filled by a rolling 
admissions policy. 
As a result of a 
new policy, begun 
in the 1976-77 
academic year, the 
college made the 
decision to exercise 
greater selectivity 
in those programs 
where applications 
considerably 
exceeded 
enrollment 
limitations. 

Major building 
construction was 
completed, with 
the opening of 
the Wellsville 
Activities Center; 

Shults, MacKenzie 
and Main Gate 
residence halls; the 
college infirmary; 
the Engineering 
Technology and 
Agriculture Science 
buildings; and 
the Agricultural 
Engineering and 
Horticultural 
annexes. 
Renovations were 
completed at 
the Lake Lodge 
and Peet Hall; 
the Hinkle Bell 
Tower, MacKenzie 
Complex, and Orvis 
Activities Center 
were dedicated. 

A major 
rehabilitation project 
completed in 
1972-73 replaced 
the faulty main 
electrical lines, 
which had caused 
major campus 
blackouts in past 
years. 

The Center for 
the Improvement 
of Instruction 
was established 
to stimulate 
faculty interest 
and efforts in 
improving teaching. 
William Sheehan 
(Engineering 
Technology) and 
Frederick Kryman 
(Chemistry) 
were the first 

Alfred faculty to 
receive the SUNY 
Chancellor's Award 
for Excellence in 
Teaching. 

Major changes 
in policy were 
instituted in the 
Residential Life 
area, reflecting 
changes In society 
as a whole. 
"Students [were] 
not only demanding 
more control of 
their lifestyles, they 
[were] demanding 
the right to be 
heard, the right 
to be given equal 
opportunity and 
the right to be a 
force of change 
academically and 
in society." The 
Student Activities 
Boa rd instituted 
an ':t\wareness 
Series," which 
exposed students to 
various controversial 
issues and societal 
problems. In 1970-
71, the college 
administration and 
college council 
rejected 24-hour 
intervisitation 
privileges. By 
197 4, however, 
the concept of in 
loco parentis was 
no longer in effect, 
and most rules 
and regulations 
controlling 

Mark O'Meara, co-founder of Hot Dog Day at the 
first Hot Dog Day festivities, April 24, 1972. 

Damage was done at the Vocational School by 
Hurricane Agnes, June 21-23, 1972. Photo 
taken of the Automotive Department. 



Chuck Mangione performs at the college 
Jan. 19, 197 4. 

ALFRED STATE TEC 
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WVAT broadcasts a swim meet. (1973-74) 

student life were 
discontinued. 

Athletic teams 
were active during 
the period. Track 
and field, skiing, 
baseball, and 
women's swimming 
and basketball 
teams were added. 
The wrestling, 
swimming, ski, 
bowling, basketball, 
soccer, and cross 
country teams all 
won regional and/or 
national titles. The 
swimming team won 
four straight NJCM 
titles. Two student 
athletes achieved 
mention in Sports 
Illustrated for their 
accomplishments. 

Cultural events 
included the 
first collegiate 
performance of 
''.Jesus Christ-
Superstar." The 
Concert Band 
performed in Italy, 
and the Grateful 
Dead gave a 
concert on campus 
in May 1970. 
Abbie Hoffman, 
Betty Friedan, 
Dick Gregory, and 
NYS Gov. Nelson 
A. Rockefeller all 
spoke on campus. 
The First Sixty 
Years, a history 

of Alfred State 
College written by 
Elaine Hritz, was 
published. 

The spring of 1970 
was one of student 
protest throughout 
the country. 
Students protested 
the Vietnam conflict 
and the student 
killings at Kent 
State University. 
Alfred students 
participated in many 
demonstrations, 
including those on 
campus, in Albany, 
and in Washington, 
DC. During this 
same trip, early 
on Saturday, May 
9, five Alf red 
students were 
walking near the 
Lincoln Memorial. 
Pres. Richard M. 
Nixon arrived. The 
students, along with 
three other people, 
talked with the 
president for about 
an hour. 
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The first Concert and Jazz Band Tour of Italy. Practice for performances in Rome and Fiuggi, Italy, in 
early April 1974. 

One of the old smoke stacks remaining from 
the Sinclair Oil Refinery on the Wellsville 
campus. (197 4) ''The Cabins." (1975) 



Collegiate Restaurant ("The Jet") in 1973- 7 4. 

Drafting class is taught by Professor Philip 
MacMichael at the Vocational School, 1972-73. 

Students participate in the 1Qth Annual Ornamental 
Horticulture Show, April 3-4, 1976. 39 
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Nursing graduates, 1976. 

Professor David Schwert, far right, inoculates one of more than 2,500 people at Swine Flu 
Immunization Clinic, Oct. 26, 1976. Professor Rich Hoffman, '68, looks on. 



Sketch (ca. 1970) that appeared in Hornell Evening Tribune for the proposed dormitory that was 
dedicated as the MacKenzie Complex in 1973. 

Architect Paul C. Y. Chen 's rendering of the proposed Agriculture Science Building, which is different 
from the way it was built. 

President David Huntington, Mrs. Helen 
Cottrell (center), secretary to two college 
presidents, and Elaine Hritz (right) discuss 
the publication of The First Sixty Years - a 
history of the college from 1909 through 
1969. The book was written by Mrs. Hritz, 
with contributions from Mrs. Cottrell, and 
was published in 1971. 41 
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Some Significant Events 1977-1986 
Dr. Eugene Staiger 

Dr. Eugene H. Staiger, professor emeritus, taught electrical engineering technology at SUNY 
College of Technology for 29 years, serving as chair of EET Department for three years. He 
earned degrees from University of Connecticut (BSE), Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (MSEE and 
PhD). He is a member of Tau Beta Pi and Eta Kappa Nu, and author of 14 published articles in 
engineering education journals. 



1977-1978 

President David H. Huntington reported that 
the enrollment was stable at 4,050 students 
but housing continued to be at a premium. 

A centralized computer terminal room was 
installed in the Library basement. There were 
eight terminals and eight lines available to 
Alfred University and seven terminals direct
wired to the college's Burroughs computer. 

The former Theta Gamma House was 
renovated and was re-named the "Victorian 
House." 

A feasibility study, proposing upper
division curriculums in the agricultural and 
engineering areas and letters of intent with 
SUNY were initiated. 

The Alumni Association began an "Annual 
Fund Campaign," soliciting gifts from alumni 
and parents. 

An estimated 1,000 students attended the 
annual Cabins Party on Hartsville Hill. A 
recognition luncheon for classified service 
staff was inaugurated. 

44 
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The Charlie Daniels Band and 
New Riders of the Purple Sage 
performed before a sold-out crowd 
of 2, 600 screaming fans at the 
Orvis Activities ~enter on Feb. 16, 
1979. 

Actor portrays Frederick Douglass, an American abolitionist, editor, 
orator, author, statesman, and reformer, in the Orvis Auditorium 
during 1977's Visiting Artist Series. 

1978-1979 

Details of the proposed Library addition were revealed. 

A student meeting took place in Braddon Hall with Dr. Clifton Wharton, Jr., Chancellor of 
SUNY. 

A Letter of Intent was filed with SUNY Central proposing a new computer science curriculum. 

Eighty students were living in the Kruson Hall, located on the Alfred University campus, 
according to the agreement between the Tech and the University. 

Alfred State College Cultural Arts Series presented William Kunstler, America's most 
celebrated activist attorney. 



1979-1980 

Bucking a national trend for the academic 
year, Alfred State College met its enrollment 
target of 4,000 students. 

An appearance by comedian Henny 
Youngman was one of the attractions at 
Freshman Parents Weekend, which drew 
some 1,800 people to the campus. 

Ralph Nader, America's foremost consumer 
advocate, lectured at Alfred State College. 

Mobilization of an effective statewide 
student opposition to the draft and draft 
registration was the focus of the Student 
Association of the State University (SASU) 
conference. 

The college community was notified that the 
intercollegiate football proposal was rejected 
by President Huntington. 

Several letters and petitions were received 
from deans, clergy, faculty, staff, and 
administration voicing objection to the 
lifting of intervisitation restrictions in the 
dormitories. 

The Fraley sisters - Linda, Laura, and Lisa 
- of Black Creek became the first triplets 
ever to graduate from Alfred State College. 

The college offered skill development 
instruction in three areas: reading, writing, 
and math. 

A student activity center/gymnasium was 
constructed by the Educational Foundation 
at the Wellsville campus. 

The band members combined work with pleasure 
on their spring 1979 tour to New Orleans. Some 
70 musicians took part in the five-day trip, which 
included open-air concerts in the French Quarter 
and performances in high schools, along with 
sightseeing and gourmet meals. 

An Alumni Park had been proposed, but only one 
part of a three-phase plan had been completed 
by the summer of 1977. The arched footbridge 
over Kanakadea Creek, between the campus 
and the Community Bank parking lot, joined the 
campus with the downtown area and was the 
only portion of the Alumni Park that was built. 

1980-1981 

Paul B. Orvis, an alumnus who later served 
as president of Alfred State College, died 
Dec. 8, 1980. 

The physician, Dr. Henry Heimlich, well
known for his life-saving Heimlich maneuver, 
spoke on bionics and new medical 
techniques. 

The Judicial Review Committee made a 
recommendation to the College Council's 
Sub-committee for Student Affairs that the 
room visitation hours of the lntervisitation 
Policy of the Student Conduct Code be 
completely removed. 

Dr. Timothy Leary, former Harvard professor 
and leading figure in the '60s cultural 
revolution, spoke on campus. 

Robert L. Love, dean of the School of 
Allied Health Technologies was honored 
at a reception commemorating 28 years 
of service to Alfred Tech, ending with his 
retirement in August. 

Engineering technology computer graphics 
was approved and students were recruited 
so that the program commenced in fall 
1981. 

The conversion of the former Wellsville 
campus Student Activities Center to 
use for the food service curriculum was 
accomplished. 
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1981-1982 

The school year began with tripling, as 
2,900 students were packed into dorms 
with a normal capacity of approximately 
2,500 students. 

The Food Service Building on the Wellsville 
campus was completed. 

Prof. E. J. Brown died Dec. 28, 1981. 

Dizzy Gillespie was featured at Alfred State 
College's ''.Jazz Week" celebration. 

Automotive trades-automotive parts 
management was approved by SUNY Office 
of Academic Programs. 

A new Probation Intervention Program (PIP) 
was initiated. 

For the first time ever, the women's cross-country 
team won the Penn-York Conference title. Two 
women, Cindy Giles and Denise Rogers, qualified 
for the national championship meet. 
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One of the college's more colorful alumni was 
Walter S. Taylor, '61, who visited the campus 
during the winter of 1983. His family founded 
the Taylor Wine Company in Hammondsport, NY. 
He later founded Bully Hill Winery outside the 
same village. 

1983 

A series of special events interspersed 
throughout 1983 commemorated the 75th 
Diamond Jubilee anniversary observance of 
Alfred State College. 

Also during the 1982-83 academic year, 
a resolution to re-name the Business 
Technologies Building "E. J. Brown Hall" was 
approved by the SUNY Board of Trustees. 

Alfred State completed a link with 
communication satellites. Alfred became 
the first campus in the SUNY system, and 
probably the first among all state agencies, 
to acquire this space-age link. 

The former Food Service Building at the 
Wellsville campus was totally renovated. 

1983-1984 

A word processing option became available 
to students who enrolled in the executive 
secretarial science program. Industrial 
technology and design/drafting curriculums 
were phased out in a move to reduce 
the number of curriculum offerings to 
consolidate programs in preparation for 
the introduction of bachelor of technology 
degree. 

Spring 1983 brought the Diamond Jubliee 
Weekend. A fireworks display, a campus-wide 
open house with a 500-pound cake prepared 
by the ACES College Bake Shop, ice cream, 
and a band concert featuring music of the early 
1900s were some highlights. The fireworks 
display, staged on the anniversary date of the 
college's founding, had special significance, 
since fireworks had also been a big part of the 
celebration on May 8, 1908. A formal dinner/ 
dance at the Central Dining Hall capped the 
festivities. 



1984-1985 

Details were finalized for the SUNY 
Binghamton bachelor of technology 
extension site at Alfred. 

Electrical engineering technology courses 
were taught by Alfred professors who were 
designated adjunct faculty at Binghamton. 

For the first time since 1970, Alfred State 
College held a campus-wide Honors 
Convocation which acknowledged students 
who had achieved academic distinction. 

The merger of the School of Agricultural 
Technology and the School of Allied Health 
Technology was completed during the year. 

For the first time, information mailed to 
Wellsville students offered housing on the 
Alfred campus. 

Acquisition of the United Refining property 
completed the campus at the School of 
Vocational Studies at Wellsville. 

Construction of the swine program facility 
was approved by Albany and work was 
begun at the College farm. The facility 
incorporated the latest technology in 
confinement "farrow-to-finish" swine 
production. 

Twenty members of the faculty retired in 
spring 1985, representing almost 10% of 
that body. 

Fall registration at Orvis was still a hectic event. 

Getting textbooks a/so involved lines and strong 
arms! 

Postal mail was an important part of students' 
lives. Here a student checks her mailbox located 
in one of the dorms. 

1985-1986 

The School of Vocational Studies observed 
its 201

h anniversary during the academic 
year. 

A presidential search committee was 
appointed to recommend a successor to Dr. 
David H. Huntington who retired in August 
1986. 

College Council members agreed that the 
cluster of six Ag & Techs could be called the 
Colleges of Technology, and each school 
could use its own name. 

On June 17, 1985, NYS Gov. Mario M. 
Cuomo signed into law an increase in New 
York State's minimum purchase age for 
alcohol from 19 to 21 years of age, which 
became effective Dec. 1, 1985. The sale of 
alcohol ceased at the Pub but the operation 
continued and entertainment was provided. 

The former FBI agent G. Gordon Liddy, 
mastermind of the Watergate break-in during 
the Nixon Administration, spoke on "U.S. 
Government and Terrorism." Former White 
House consultant and convicted Watergate 
figure E. Howard Hunt debated the question 
"Is There a Moral Justification to Terrorism?" 

Dr. John 0. Hunter, the college's eighth 
president, officially assumed his duties 
Sept. 1, 1986. Also during the Fall 1986 
semester, the campus store held its grand 
opening. 

Scott Carpenter, who was catapulted to 
fame in the 1950s by NASA as one of the 
original Mercury astronauts, appeared on 
campus. 
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The School of Vocational Studies observed its 2Qth anniversary during the 1985-86 academic year. 
The program has achieved recognition throughout the state as the premier program for training in the 
trades. Curriculums in Auto Mechanics, Building Construction, Drafting, Electrical Service, and Food 
Service were the original academic disciplines. 

A member of the men's soccer team battles for the 
ball at a soccer match during the 1985 season. 

Students enjoy the nightlife offered by the 
Pioneer Pub. 



This is the Business Administration faculty of 1977-78. Front row: Gertrude Butera; row 1: Dale 
Eggebraaten, Carol McFarland, John Rusinko; row 2: Daniel Platania, David Davis, Robert Sands, 
Kenneth Beckerink, Raymond Hannon, Frank Beaton, George Keesbury. 

One of the parties that made Alfred famous was the annual Cabins Party on Hartsville Hill. An 
estimated 1, 000 students attended yearly at the site where 21 small log cabins were located at one 
time. 49 
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The Farm Complex housed 35 beef cattle, 10 riding horses, sheep and swine, as well as dairy cattle. 
It had facilities available for instruction in processing cheese, ice cream, and other foods. 

One of the plant improvement projects that received priority during the 1978- 79 academic year was 
the construction of an attractive entrance monument. 



Paul 8. Orvis, a 1921 alumnus who later served as the fifth president (1936-60), was present when 
the Student Activities Center was dedicated to him on May 24, 1975. The occasion marked one of 
the few times in State University history that permission was granted to name a building for a living 
person. Mr. Orvis is considered the "father" of technical education in New York State. 

A day-long array 
of activities drew a 
large crowd to the 
campus and nearby 
farm for the college's 
annual observance of 
National Agriculture 
Day. The program, 
which included farm 
tours, exhibits, square 
dancing, and a 
traditional farm-style 
dinner, was prepared by 
the College Agriculture 
Leaders. 
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There was a "first" in space-age technology 
education when a campus link with 
communication satellites was completed. The 
system, installed by the college's Electrical 
Engineering Technology Department, permits 
the reception of sophisticated electronic 
signals-television, audio, and data. With 
completion of the installation, Alfred became 
the first campus in the State University 
system, and probably the first among all state 
agencies, to acquire this space-age link. 

Action by the SUNY Board 
of Trustees confirmed that 
the building that houses 
the School of Business 
Technologies be named 
E.J. Brown Hall after the 
former dean who served 
from 194 7 to 1968. 
Formal dedication took 
place on March 10, 
1983. Pictured at the 
dedication are Dr. Melvin 
Bernstein, Mrs. Suzanne 
Brown Mason, Harry J. 
Graves, Jr., Dr. Raymond 
F. Hannan, William J. 
Carr, Mrs. Arlee Brown 
Kasselman, Dr. David H. 
Huntington, Robert Aftuck. 



With an increase of the legal drinking age to 21, in the fall of 1985, the sale 
of alcohol ceased at the Pub, which was located in the Pioneer Center, but the 
operation continued with non-alcoholic beverages, and entertainment was provided. 

The Food Service Department on the Wellsville campus has sponsored a "Black 
Friday Breakfast" for a number of years. This Halloween happening allows the food 
service students to show off their culinary talents to the many people who attend. 
Pictured are the participants from 1985. 53 





Period of 1986-1993 
Dr. John 0. Hunter, President Emeritus 

Dr. John 0. Hunter, eighth president of Alfred State College, succeeded Dr. David H. Huntington 
in September 1986. During Hunter's tenure, ASC was authorized to offer its first bachelor's 
degrees (bachelor of technology)· in four engineering curriculums; a center for professional 
development was established; the campus became fully computerized; and a new student 
services/classroom/faculty office building was constructed. Hunter was also instrumental 
in involving ASC in an international project in which a college in El Salvador patterned its 
operations and programs after the ASC model. A native of Newfane, Hunter's career in 
education began in 1959 when he taught 11th grade English and American studies at Newfane 
Central School. In 1963, Hunter joined the faculty of Niagara County Community College as an 
assistant professor of history and government, attaining the rank of full professor in 1967, and 
later becoming dean of the college until 1978 when he accepted the presidency of College of 
Lake County, Grayslake, IL. Hunter holds a bachelor of arts degree in Amerlcan studies from the 
University of Buffalo (UB), a master of arts degree in American studies, and a doctorate in higher 
education, both from the State University of Buffalo (Buff State). He also attended Harvard 
University for post-doctoral research. 



1986-1987 

It was important to focus on a strategic plan 
and college reorganization. We operated 
without two vice presidents during this 
year, but the challenges of the transition 
were picked up in an excellent fashion 
by the entire staff. I knew from this early 
experience that the college had good people 
in all its areas of endeavor. By the end of 
the year with organization development as 
a continuing goal, we had turned the corner 
to a new era of administration. Bob Granger 
was appointed vice president for finance. 

During the winter, there was a tragic 
accident on the road between the Alfred 
and Wellsville campuses which made clear 
that student safety would have to be a 
major concern in all of our efforts regarding 
student welfare. 

In mid-year, the State announced a 
temporary freeze on expenditures and new 
hires, and we were facing shortfalls in both 
the state budget and the DIFR (dormitory 
income fund reimbursable budget). These 
two problems were addressed vigorously 
throughout the year and were successfully 
resolved. However, it was a first lesson in 
the serious financial challenges to come. 
A Facilities Planning Council was created 
to assist in strategic planning, and a list of 
ambitious projects was drawn up. 

Major highlights for the year included: 

Alfred's computing graphics curriculum 
was first in the nation to earn TAC/ABET 
accreditation 

Julie Ogden, nursing student, was 
NJCAA National Women's Cross Country 
champion 
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Donkey basketball may not have been good for the gym floor, but it was 
fun! 1987. 

Erland Kailbourne, '61, CEO of North 
Star Bank, was the first ASC alumnus 
to receive an honorary doctorate degree 
from SUNY. 

Initial work was done on strategy to 
introduce bachelor of technology degree 
programs. 



1987-1988 

Administrative appointments made during 
the year included Vice Presidents Lee 
Alley (Student Services) and Rolf Zerges 
(Academic Affairs), Assistant VP Doug 
Barber and Dean James Thompson. 

President Hunter visited Nicaragua with 
Congressman Amo Houghton and other 
Southern Tier college presidents. They 
met with members of the Sandinista 
government. This visit stimulated the 
college's interest in Central America and led 
to participation in the building of a college of 
technology in El Salvador. Our relationship 
with Congressman Houghton continued 
to be excellent throughout Dr. Hunter's 
administration. 

Major highlights of the year were: 

Alfred State was named as a site for 
Farm Medic National Training Center for 
agricultural rescue and safety programs, 
coordinated by Professor Rich Hoffman, 
'68. 

The medical records and medical 
laboratory technology programs were 
reaccredited with high marks for the 
maximum period. 

Eight members of the Alfred State 
Student Chapter for Automotive Engineers 
won first prize in an SAE competition 
against stiff competition; runner up was a 
team from RPI. 

The Automotive Trades Department was 
awarded "Best Post Secondary Training 
Program" in the state by the Motor 
Vehicle Manufacturers Association. 

President and Mrs. Hunter and students relax at 
the President's Reception, 1987. 

A selection of baked goods prepared by the Food 
Service students on the Wellsville campus, 1989. 

1988-1989 

An Institutional Assessment Plan 
was developed with institutional goal 
performance indicators. 

Nine engineering technology programs were 
successfully evaluated by TAC/ABET with 
high marks. 

On the Wellsville campus, the food service 
building addition was finished to be 
operational in 1989-90. 

For the first time, the nursing class had a 
100% success rate on the RN licensure 
exam. 

NYS Gov. Mario Cuomo visited the Alfred 
campus in August. He toured the new 
CIM Center in the School of Engineering 
Technologies. At a later public gathering, he 
announced the college had been named as 
a Rural Services Institute. 

Alfred State won the Attendance Award at 
the Annual Association of College Trustees 
meeting with nine members from the 
College Council present for the Albany 
sessions. The nine, who paid their own 
transportation costs, won a sugar maple tree 
for the college. 

Under Coach Gary Moore, '76, the men's 
cross country team won its 61h straight New 
York Conference Championship, and both 
men's and women's teams won regional 
championships. 

57 



1989-1990 

This was a year of self-study; two 
documents were produced including a 
required self study report for Middle States 
reaccred itation. 

Phase I of the computer dormitory project 
was completed with over 200 PCs tied into a 
fiber optic network. Two new computer labs 
were established in Brown Hall and linked to 
the dormitories via fiber optic network. 

Two important construction projects 
began during the year: installation of a 
new campus lighting system, and the first 
phase of replacement of underground high 
temperature/hot water lines. 

The college became intimately involved 
in the low-level radioactive waste issue, 
dominant in the local area. President 
Hunter conducted correspondence with the 
Governor's office and published articles on 
the issue. 

A six-member delegation from the 
Foundation for the Promotion of Educational 
Development, FEPADE, El Salvador, visited 
both campuses in October to strengthen 
the group's relationship with the college for 
the establishment of a college of technology 
in El Salvador based upon the Alfred 
State model. In June and July, the first 
consultation visits to El Salvador were made 
by President John Hunter, Dean James 
Thompson, Professors Terry Tucker, Thomas 
Bernard, and Robert Sullivan. 

The college joined Corning, Inc., and the 
NYS College of Ceramics to establish an 
industry incubator on the Alfred campus. 
A 20-year lease was executed with Alfred 
Technology Resources, Inc. 
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A class received a hands-on entomology lesson 
with Professor Rich Hoffman, '68. "It's great to 
be here!" 

ASC students supported the troops serving in 
Operation Desert Storm during 1991. 

1990-1991 

The financial management crisis hit its 
peak in this year as the state fiscal crisis 
deepened. It looked as if the college would 
lose 30 positions and over $1 million of its 
baseline allocation. The ability of the college 
to sustain programs and continue strongly 
with its goals in the face of genuinely deep 
austerity and a paralysis in Albany was a 
great tribute to the spirit of the Alfred faculty, 
staff, and students. 

A major achievement was an amendment 
to the SUNY Master Plan which authorized 
Alfred State to confer the bachelor of 
technology degree. This approval was hard 
fought for and full of political twists and 
turns. 

Another significant achievement was the 
Middle States reaccreditation, which came 
with strong endorsement of the college's 
direction of development, high marks for the 
placement of ASC graduates, and "energetic 
and enthusiastic participation by the campus 
constituencies in the evaluation process." 

The college established a chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa, the international honor society 
for two-year colleges. The new chapter was 
advised by Distinguished Teaching Professors 
Art Gaisser and Ruth Keyes. 

The Alumni Chorale returned again in April 
and helped celebrate professor Anthony 
Cappadonia's 401

h year as director of the 
college choir. 



1991-1992 

The college continued in financial crisis 
throughout this year. However, bolstered 
by its new bachelor of technology degree 
programs, Alfred State continued to offer 
the most balanced array of high quality 
technology programs in the SUNY system. 

Due to financial difficulties, it was necessary 
to move forward again with a retrenchment 
and reorganization plan. By this year, the 
college had absorbed cuts of well over $2 
million in its base operating budget. The 
reorganization resulted in the deletion 
of several administration positions, 
including elimination of the offices of the 
academic deans. However, it avoided the 
retrenchment of faculty positions. 

On the positive side, the position of dean 
of Student Development was created; John 
Anderson was appointed to the position. 

A joint faculty-student panel worked out a 
new system for Greek governance including 
a new constitution. It seemed that a new 
spirit of camaraderie and support for the 
college within the Greek community had 
been achieved, but as it turned out later, 
there were still problems to be addressed, 
mostly alcohol-related. 

The ITCA project, building a college of 
technology in El Salvador, was well underway 
in this year. Nine ITCA faculty members 
spent the spring semester at Alfred, and 16 
faculty from Alfred spent a major portion 
of their summer at ITCA. Through its 
relationship with ITCA the college became 
well known in El Salvador. 

In May, the Administration Building was 
formally dedicated to honor the college's 
seventh president, Dr. David H. Huntington. 

Whitewater rafting was only one of the exciting 
adventures the Outdoor Recreation Club 
experienced each year. 

President Hunter keeps in shape at the opening 
of the Alfred State Fitness & Aerobic Center, 
May 1, 1992. The facility occupied a 1,000-
square-foot area of the Orvis Activities Center 
that previously housed three small offices and a 
storage room, and was financed through funds 
generated by the newly enacted athletic fee. 

1992-1993 

The building of the Student Development 
Center was completed, and it was occupied 
in January, officially dedicated in May. 

In the summer, the old Math Annex building 
was demolished to provide additional 
parking. (Just in time before this useful old 
building collapsed.) 

Very important to the future of the Wellsville 
Campus was an agreement between ARCO 
and SUNY to remove asbestos in the old 
power plant on the campus, remove the 
oil/water separator, and alleviate the ground 
water. ARCO had brought legal action 
against SUNY and the Alfred Educational 
Foundation, but after much negotiation 
and cooperation with SUNY Central 
Administration and the Attorney General's 
Office, a settlement was reached. 

Two students, John Goldberg and Scott 
McKinney, miraculously recovered after 
being savagely beaten and shot on Rt. 
17 and left for dead. The entire college 
community rallied to their support. 

President Hunter announced his resignation 
effective July 1, and the College Council 
conducted an extensive national search for 
the new president. 
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Our 1988-89 College Council won a SUNY award for having the most members 
present at a Trustees meeting. Front row: Betty M. Minemier, Caryl/ Goldberg, Jane B. 
Jamison, Patricia Fogarty. Back row: Dr. Gerald L. Thorington, Dr. Charles P. Orlando, 
J. Richardson Lippert II, Dr. James E. Koller, Jon LeGro (faculty), Richard W. Johnston 
(student), Lawrence "Bud" McCarthy (alumni), President John 0. Hunter.. 

NYS Gov. Mario Cuomo and President John 0. Hunter view the Computer Integrated 
Manufacturing Jab during the governor's visit to Alfred on Aug. 2, 1989. During his 
visit the governor announced the formation of a Rural Services Institute at Alfred State 
College and Alfred University. 



On May 9, 1992, the Administration Building was dedicated to former President David H. 
Huntington to honor his long and dedicated service to the college from 1964 to 1986. Here, 
Dr. Huntington (second from left) and President Hunter (right) unveil the new name. 

Dr. and Mrs. Hunter and ASC faculty and staff 
entertain faculty from ITCA, the lnstituto Technologico 
Centroamericano in El Salvador. The visitors spent 
spring semester 1992 in Alfred observing and 
participating in the teaching of technology. The college 
provided academic and administrative expertise to ITCA 
under terms of an agreement with a private-sector 
educational foundation in El Salvador, with funding 
provided by an lnteramerican Development Bank loan 
to the government of El Salvador. The purpose of the 
project was to renovate and rehabilitate ITCA based on 
Alfred State's successful two-year program model. 

As part of the ongoing technical and cultural 
exchange initiated between Alfred State and 
JTCA, Dr. Hunter visited the campus in El 
Salvador in 1993. 
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There were triples in the residence halls in the late 
1980s. These students have added their own 
personal touches to make their room a home
away-from-home. 

These people were 
all decked out for 
Casino Night, 1989. 



Groundbreaking for the Student Development Center took place on Sept. 5, 1990. Pictured with the 
ceremonial shovels are College Council chair J. Richardson Lippert II; John Rantanen, project manager; 
President John 0. Hunter; and building designer Yongwon Kim, while members of the College Council 
look on. 

The Lake Lodge continues to be a wonderful resource for meetings and celebrations of all kinds. 63 
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The Rezak Years -
Alfred State College: 1993-2003 
Dr. Bill Rezak, President Emeritus 

Dr. William Rezak assumed his duties as ninth president of Alfred State College in July 1993; 
he retired from the college in 2003. The Syracuse native's career spanned nearly four decades 
in industry and higher education. Prior to assuming the helm at ASC, Rezak seNed for 12 years 
at Southern College of Technology in Georgia, beginning as a faculty member, becoming chair 
of the Mechanical Engineering Technology Department, dean of faculty, and finally, dean of the 
School of Technology. Before joining Southern Tech in 1981, Rezak was a mechanical engineer 
for Crouse-Hinds, Co., Syracuse; a power engineer for Allied Chemical Corp., Morristown, NJ, 
and project manager for Ebasco SeNices, Inc., New York and Atlanta. Rezak holds bachelor of 
science and master of engineering degrees in mechanical engineering from Lehigh University, 
Bethlehem, PA, and Stevens Institute of Technology, Hoboken, NJ, respectively. He earned a 
PhD in human resource development from Georgia State University. 



1993-1994 
William D. Rezak was appointed the ninth 
President of Alfred State College by the 
State University of New York Board of 
Trustees in April 1993. He commenced 
his 10-year tenure at the College on July 
1. Rezak, a mechanical engineer with a 
doctorate in human resource development, 
spent 18 years in industry before becoming 
Dean of the School of Technology at 
Southern Polytechnic State University in 
Georgia, where he served for 12 years prior 
to coming to Alfred State. 

The Alfred State College Development Fund, 
Inc. was incorporated on Jan. 8, 1994. 
The purpose of this new organization was 
and is to generate discretionary money for Two Harley "HOGS" - President William D. Rezak and Paula Rezak. 

the College from its external constituencies 
- alumni, friends, and employers of 
graduates. The founding board of directors 
of the Development Fund included honorary 
member Brett Bodine, '79, NASCAR Winston 
Cup race car driver. 

1994-1995 
Alfred State hosted the 1994 and 1995 
NJCAA Cross Country National Championship 
meets. Over 700 athletes and coaches 
from predominantly two-year campuses 
nationwide came to Alfred for a wintry and 
mountainous running experience. 

Hank Henderson, class of '50, delivered May 
1994 Commencement keynote remarks. 
Hank was CEO of Henderson Industries of 
Patterson, NJ, at the time. He is currently 
CEO of Thoreb North America. The College 
conferred an honorary doctorate on Hank on 
this occasion. 
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During the 1994-95 year, the College Farm was named a "Dairy of Distinction." 
The Farm complex encompasses nearly 750 acres and serves as a laboratory 
for students' instruction. 



1995-1996 

SUNY Chancellor Thomas Bartlett spoke 
at the 1996 Honors Convocation. He and 
his wife, Molly, spent the weekend at the 
College Home learning about Alfred State 
and its programs. 

Brock Yates, Editor at Large of Car and 
Driver Magazine, spoke at the 1996 
Commencement of the School of Applied 
Technology in Wellsville. Yates was an 
honorary member of the Alfred State College 
Development Fund Board of Directors. 

The Chairman of the SUNY Board of 
Trustees, Thomas Egan, was the keynote 
speaker for May 1996 Commencement. 
He and his wife spent the weekend at the 
College Home learning about Alfred State 
and its programs. 

1996-1997 

SUNY Chancellor Jack Ryan was the keynote 
speaker at Operation Inform, a Western 
New York regional seminar to update high 
school guidance counselors about the 
State University, hosted by Alfred State. 
Chancellor Ryan and his wife, Pat, stayed 
overnight at the College Home and visited 
both campuses to learn about programs and 
initiatives. 

SUNY Trustee Edward F. Cox keynoted the 
first ASC Development Fund President's Club 
Banquet in October 1996. Trustee Cox was 
a guest at the College Home and received 
an "up close and personal" view of Alfred 
State and its programs. 

Alfred's hardy students trudge through the snowy campus during the harsh 
1995 winter. 

ASC's inaugural football season - fall 1995. 
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1997-1998 

The SUNY Board of Trustees authorized 
ASC an array of BS/engineering technology 
and BBNtechnology management degree 
programs. These new baccalaureate 
degrees position the College for significant 
enrollment growth in the 21st century. 

SUNY Executive Vice Chancellor Don Dunn 
was keynote speaker at the College's 90th 
birthday celebration on May 8, 1998, the 
exact date of Alfred State's creation in 
1908 by Gov. Charles Evans Hughes. Brett 
Bodine, '79, NASCAR Winston Cup race car 
driver, signed autographs and visited with 
students. An all day celebration was held 
which displayed student projects and the 
school's history. 

1998-1999 

Alfred State received its single largest gift to 
date in the amount of $500,000 in support 
of the AOS degree in Construction Building 
Trades. This generous support came from 
the families of Vern (class of '56) and Mary 
Lou Billings and Joann and Don Axtell in 
memory of Vern and Joann's parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. R. C. Billings. 

NYS Sen. Pat McGee, class of '75, 
was keynote speaker for the May 1999 
Commencement ceremony, where Joseph 
Russo, class of '66, received an honorary 
doctorate. Sen. McGee was a strong 
supporter of the college, securing several 
"member items" for the enhancement of 
campus. 
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Women's sports continued to grow in popularity. 
Pictured here is action during a soccer game in 
the fall of 1996. 

The Pioneers won the 1997 Region II 
baseball championship. 



1999-2000 

The men's track and field team won the 
NJCM, Division Ill National Championship. 
Alfred State's cross country and track and 
field programs have long been nationally 
ranked. 

The campus installed "wireless technology" 
allowing students, faculty, and staff to 
connect to the college-wide computing 
network (including the Internet) from any 
campus building without "plugging in." 
Alfred State was the first SUNY campus to 
have this capability. 

SUNY Trustee Erkie Kailbourne, class of '61, 
CEO of Fleet Bank of NY, was the speaker at 
the May 2000 Commencement exercises. 
The College was fortunate to have an 
alumnus as a member of the Board of 
Trustees of the State University of New York. 

Guided by a 20-foot, inflatable logo at the front 
entrance to the college, the MTV television 
network recorded a portion of its Spring Campus 
Invasion program at Alfred State. Many students 
were filmed singing and dancing in the several 
MTV venues. 

Family and friends of the class of 2001 braved a 
cold rain to watch their loved ones graduate. 

2000-2001 

The Chronicle of Higher Education ranked 
Alfred State as seventh in the nation in 
fund raising among predominantly two-year 
institutions. The College raised over $6 
million from external sources that year. 

The American Association of Community 
Colleges named alumnus B. Thomas 
Golisano, class of '62, Founder, CEO and 
Chairman of Paychex, Inc., as one of 12 
Outstanding Alumni Award recipients for 
2001. 

The MTV television network recorded a 
portion of its Spring Campus Invasion 
program at Alfred State. Many students 
were filmed singing and dancing in the 
several MTV venues. 

The Gleason Foundation of Rochester 
provided the College with a $1 million gift 
with which to enhance its machine tool and 
manufacturing laboratories. This was the 
College's largest gift to date. 

2001-2002 

The Binghamton public broadcasting 
television network created a PBS special 
program in the aftermath of 9/11. Alfred 
State BS in architectural technology 
students who were challenged by Professor 
Rick Carlo with developing concepts for 
an appropriate 9/11 memorial, designed 
and created models of their work. The 
Binghamton PBS television network affiliate 
learned of this undertaking and asked to talk 
with the students and discuss their work. 
The result was a PBS television production 
highlighting the thoughtfulness and creativity 
of ASC students. This was repeatedly 
broadcast throughout Western New York. 

SUNY Chancellor Robert L. King provided 
keynote remarks at the 2001 annual 
President's Club Banquet. Chancellor King 
toured both campuses and learned more 
about the College and its programs. He 
later took a motorcycle ride with First Lady 
Paula Rezak. 

Alfred State was designated by Yahoo. 
com as the third "most wired" campus in 
America. This "most wired" environment 
allows students, faculty, and staff to access 
the Internet and the ASCnet from anywhere 
on campus without the necessity of 
"plugging in." 

The annual Culinary Arts show on April 20, 2002, 
displayed the many talents of these students. 
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2002-2003 
The 2003 Commencement was the last 
for retiring College President Bill Rezak, 
who completed 10 years of leadership at 
Alfred State. At Commencement, President 
Rezak announced creation of the Paula 
Burroughs Rezak Endowment in Support 
of a Caring Campus. This endowment will 
provide resources in the future to assure 
that the ASC environment is one in which 
everyone is tolerated, valued, and nurtured. 
It also honors the 10 years of volunteer 
contributions of First Lady Paula Rezak. 



A new motorsports certificate program was initiated as a third-year option for School of Applied 
Technology AOS degree automotive graduates. The college has developed strong ties to the racing 
industry and boasts several race car owners and drivers, including former NASCAR Winston Cup racer 
Brett Bodine, '79. 
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President Rezak (left) 
and SUNY Executive 
Vice Chancellor Donald 
Dunn (right) cut the 
cake at the college's 
9Q1h anniversary 
celebration. 

A pictorial history of Alfred State was displayed 
prominently in the lobby of the Huntington 
Administration Building. This lovely gift 
was provided by the Alumni Association in 
conjunction with the 9Qth anniversary of the 
college. Professor Jeffrey Marshall, '81, is 
doing the unveiling. 

One of the college's most successful alumni, B. Thomas 
Golisano, '62 (left) , founder, CEO, and Chairman of the 
Board of Paychex, Inc. of Rochester - visited his alma 
mater on May 9, 1994, to speak to business students 
about entrepreneurship. Golisano, pictured here with 
President Rezak, then provided start-up funding in the 
amount of $100,000 for an associate's degree major in 
entrepreneurship. This was the college's largest single 
gift to date. 

The dedication of the Hunter Student 
Development Center on Oct. 16, 1998. The 
$5.1 million, 25,175-square-foot building was 
planned and built during Dr. Hunter's tenure, 
and was originally dedicated in 1992. To name 
the building after a living person required that a 
special request be made to and granted by the 
SUNY Board of Trustees. 



Friendly's, Taco Bell, Nathan's, Freshen's Yogurt, 
and Pretzel Logic dining venues were added by 
Auxiliary Campus Enterprises and Services, Inc. 
(ACES) to the Central Dining Hall in fall 1998. 
This allowed the college to offer a "food court" 
dining experience in addition to its traditional 
cafeteria facilities. Cutting the ribbon are Dr. Harry 
Snoreck, vice president for administrative affairs; 
Thomas Massara, ACES executive director; Karen 
Canne, director of ACES dining services; student 
employee Roy DeGolier; and John Smith, vice 
president for Friendly's franchise division. 

Wellsville students went the extra mile in March 1996 
by helping the town of Wellsville clean Island Park after 
a flood. 

The Goo Goo Dolls in concert on Jan. 17, 1996, at the Orvis 
Activities Center. WSAC sponsored the event that sold 1,364 
tickets. 

School of Applied Technology postsecondary vocational 
students finished second in commercial baking, third in 
computer maintenance technology, and third in welding 
at the SkillsUSANICA national competition. Pictured are 
Sergey Rekutin, Kimberly Lewis, and Derek Polakis. 73 
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An icon falls at the School of Applied Technology. The old 245-
foot Sinclair Oil Refinery chimney at the Wellsville campus was 
razed on Saturday, Oct. 30, 1993. Twenty pounds of nitroglycerin 
helped to finish the job. 

President Rezak presents SUNY Board of Trustees chairman Thomas F. 
Eagan with a campus rendering at Alfred's May 18, 1996, Commencement. 

Alfred State BS in architectural 
technology students designed models 
for an appropriate 9/11 memorial. The 
Binghamton PBS television network affiliate 
learned of the undertaking and asked to 
talk with the students and discuss their 
work. The result was a PBS television 
production highlighting the thoughtfulness 
and creativity of ASC students. This was 
repeatedly broadcast throughout Western 
New York. Sara Hinchman waits to be 
interviewed. 

Dr. Choichiro Yatani (right) helps to 
prepare a vegetable dish for an on
campus Asian feast celebrating the "Year 
of Diversity," along with his wife, Nanako 
Yatani (left), and student Chi Loi from 
Rochester. 



An honorary doctor of science degree 
was bestowed on Henry F. Henderson Jr., 
'50, during the college's Alfred campus 
Commencement program, May 1995. 
Pictured are President Rezak, Henderson, 
and Patricia K. Fogarty, College Council chair. 

The third annual homecoming parade orbited 
the village of Alfred during Homecoming/Alumni 
weekend. This float, pulled by a championship 
team of Belgian draft horses, was created by 
the Collegiate Agriculture Leaders Club and won 
first place. 

NYS Sen. Pat McGee, '75, was keynote 
speaker for the May 1999 Commencement 
ceremony. McGee was a strong supporter of the 
college, securing several "member items" for 
enhancement of campus facilities. 
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During the winter of 1995, students went to the capitol in Albany as part of the "Save 
Our SUNY" demonstration in hopes of persuading Gov. George Pataki to restore funding. 

Brock Yates, editor-at-large and featured columnist of Car and 
Driver magazine, spoke at the May 11, 1996, Commencement 
of the School of Applied Technology in Wellsville. Yates was 
an honorary member of the Alfred State College Development 
Fund Board of Directors. 
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The campus installed 
"wireless technology, " 
allowing students, 
faculty, and staff to 
connect to the college
wide computing network 
(including the Internet) 
from any campus building 
without "plugging in." 
Alfred State was the first 
SUNY campus to have 
this capability. 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 
The men's track and field team won the NJCAA Division Ill National Championship in 1999-
2000. It was the first for the team and for head coach Gary Moore, '76. Alfred State's 
cross-country and track and field programs have long been nationally ranked. 77 
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Alfred State received its single largest gift to date 
in the amount of $500,000 for a scholarship in 
support of the AOS degree in building trades
building construction. This generous support 
came from the families of Vern and Mary Lou 
Billings and Joann and Don Axtell in memory 
of Vern and Joann's parents, Mr. and Mrs. R.C. 
Billings. The family toured the construction 
management technology laboratory with 
Douglas J. Barber, chair of the Civil Engineering 
Technology Department. 

Director of Drama Anna Woodbridge 
wrote and produced a play about Allegany 
County's nuclear waste dumps. The Drama 
Club staged the production with some 
people who actually participated in the 
demonstrations. 

The first-ever combined Alfred-Wellsville 
commencement was held in May 2000, 
the college's agth. 



Paula and President Rezak opening gifts at a retirement party in their honor. 
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President Gupta's Administration: 
2003-2006 
Alfred State College's 1Qth president assumed her duties in August 2003, arriving from the 
University of Houston where she seNed as the dean of the College of Technology. Prior to 
the University of Houston, Gupta held positions at Creighton University (Omaha), East Carolina 
University (Greenville), and the University of Central Florida (Orlando). Gupta holds a PhD in 
industrial engineering and an MBA, both from the University of Central Florida, and an MS and 
a BS, both in mathematics, from Stella Maris College, India. 



Dr. Uma G. Gupta more international 
became the 10th students became a 
president of Alfred key goal. 
State College on 
Aug. 6, 2003. In July 2005, acting 
Her tenure was a SUNY Chancellor 
time of transition John R. Ryan made 
and reform: major his first visit to the 
construction college and praised 
projects were the institution on 
undertaken; the its strategic plan 
"Leadership Circle and the favorable 
of Western New 2005 Middle 
York" focusing States accreditation 
on leadership report. On Aug. 17, 
development, 2005, Chancellor 
entrepreneurship, Ryan spoke to 
women, and faculty and staff at 
minorities, K- a meeting in the 
12 partnerships, Orvis Auditorium. 
and workforce Later in the day he 
development began; addressed freshmen 
the "Backpack as the keynote 
Buddies" program speaker at the 
for needy children annual New Student 
in Wellsville Convocation in the 
was launched; academic quad. 
the college was 
ranked 2151 in the In October 2005, 
nation in wireless Alfred State hosted 
technology by Intel; a conference, 
and attracting "The Leadership 
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Journey: Leading 

Long-time friend-of-the-College, NYS Sen. 
Pat McGee, '75, (right), died in 2005. She 
is shown here with Chancellor Robert L. King 
and ASC President Uma G. Gupta at President 
Gupta's inaugural ceremony on Sept. 17, 2003. 

in Times of Congressman John 
Growth, Change, "Randy" Kuhl, Jr. 
and Challenge." and U.S. Senator 
Lynn Rollins, Gov. Charles Schumer. 
George E. Pataki's Perhaps Alfred 
senior adviser for State's "finest hour" 
women's issues, came in response to 
was one of the the devastation and 
keynote speakers. tragedy wrought by 
The conference Hurricane Katrina 
program also in 2005. Within 
included a panel days, the college 
addressing the decided to take a 
topic of partnership relief leadership 
for economic role in the Southern 
development in the Tier. It led or took 
Southern Tier of part in dozens of 
New York State. fund drives and 

collections of food, 
To promote the clothing, medicine, 
free exchange toys, and cleaning 
of ideas and to supplies for Katrina 
make a diversity of survivors; it waived 
opinion available admission fees 
to students, Alfred for intercollegiate 
State welcomed athletic 
a diverse group of competitions and 
speakers, including instead collected 
Father Daniel J. donations for 
Berrigan - a Jesuit hurricane victims. 
priest, social Alfred State 
activist, and author students and 
- and both U.S. staff made three 



relief missions Training Center to In the School of cultural growth and 
to devastated house all of the Arts and Sciences, artistic expression. 
areas: one group award-winning the college farm, Concerts in the 
partnered with the building trades hampered by autumn and spring 
Hands on USA programs under aging machinery feature the Concert 
relief organization a single roof. The and outdated Choir and the 
to help victims dig college also began a facilities, planned a Alumni Jazz Singers. 
out of their houses; major Beautification Center for Organic The Instrumental 
another joined Initiative to beautify and Sustainable Music Group and 
with the Humane and modernize the Agriculture. Through the Faculty Quartet 
Society to take industrial-looking its programs and perform at various 
care of hundreds Wellsville campus. principles, it will college events. The 
of abandoned pets; strive to preserve Drama Club offers 
a third joined with In the School a culture and way productions in the 
the organization of Management of life for families spring and the fall. 
Common Ground and Engineering in rural New York. The annual Culinary 
Relief. Technology, Simultaneously, it Arts Exposition 

the college's will serve the food each spring brings 
The School of new technology industry of the professionals in the 
Applied Technology management major entire northeast food and hospitality 
in Wellsville was offered for the quadrant of the industry to the 
celebrated its 401h first time in the fall United States with college to judge 
anniversary, and of 2006, allowing organic certified culinary creations 
began two major students who have milk and produce. of Alfred State 
projects: the college earned an associate's students. 
approved a plan degree in a technical Alfred State 
to build a $4.1 or professional College provides In 2005, the college 
million Construction area to complete a students ample helped organize new 
Industry Workforce bachelor's degree. opportunities for alumni chapters in 

Students test their balance and agility 
during "Segway Races." 

Ready to start the 2003 academic year, Nelson Drake, 
director of Physical Plant, is behind the wheel of one of four 
Global Electric Motorcar (GEM) vehicles supplied by New 
York Power Authority and Daimler Chrysler to assist select 
SUNY campuses in reducing greenhouse emissions. 

: 
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Artist's rendering of the townhouse complex. Construction was completed and students moved in just 
in time for the fall 2007 semester. 

Rochester, Buffalo, "Best Practice" for student life. put together the 
and the Southern several years in a Attracting new most ambitious 
Tier. Successful row. New initiatives students is not building program 
alumni are effective undertaken since enough; retention in 40 years. 
ambassadors 2003 include a is just as important. Construction is 
for the college policy to increase Alfred State nearing completion 
and the alumni the college's retains students for a new 150-
chapter extends international and through "Operation bed campus 
the influence of the out-of-state student Engagement," which townhouse complex, 
college. population. An includes various a multipurpose 

"Experience Alfred" interactions with athletic complex, 
Alfred State program offers students. and other projects 
has built a solid accepted students and rehabilitation. 
reputation for an opportunity to With projections 
student recruitment come to campus strong for By almost any 
and marketing, for an overnight enrollment growth, measurement 
earning a SUNY visit and experience the college has of success 



- on the field and lacrosse, men's top 10 in the Junior in second place in 
in the classroom soccer, women's College Nationals, Region Ill. Overall, 
- Alfred State soccer, softball, including the 2003- since 2003, 36 
College athletics men's and women's 04 women's cross Alfred State tea ms 
have thrived in swimming, indoor country team, which have qualified for 
recent years. track and field, won the National postseason play. 
Teams compete outdoor track and Championship. 
in fall and spring field, volleyball, and Alfred State Academic 
baseball, men's wrestling. has produced accomplishments 
basketball, women's four Region Ill were just as 
basketball, men's Since 2003, 12 championship impressive. ASC 
and women's cross Pioneer squads teams and six had three NJCAA 
country, football, have finished in the teams have finished Academic All-
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The 3?1h and final Flower and Garden 
show was held on April 12-13, 2003, 
ending a long tradition of showcasing the 
latest landscaping and flower arranging 
techniques. 

After being vacant for two years, the greenhouses at Alfred State were finally 
demolished in August 2005. The College dropped the ornamental horticulture
floriculture merchandising and ornamental horticulture-floriculture production 
programs in 2003 because of low enrollment figures. 85 
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Dan Neverett served the college from 1970, when he 
was hired as a residence hall director, to 2004, when 
he retired as vice president for Administrative and 
Student Affairs. He is shown here with Ruthie Newell, 
secretary. 

The Grillo Memorial Garden and bench, adjacent to 
the college's entrance, was donated by the family of 
Professor James J. and Linda Grillo, and dedicated in 
August 2005 to honor their respective fathers, James J. 
Grillo Sr. and Arthur S. Burritt Jr. 

Americans, with an excelled in the taking part each 
overall GPA above classroom as well. year and serving 
3.60. Eleven In 2003-04, the hundreds of youth 

An Equestrian Club member 
leads one of Alfred State's 
horses through its paces. 

prepare our 
graduates to 
"hit the ground 

athletes were college produced a through the summer running, " creating, 
named Academic trio of Chancellor's sports festival over not only a viable 
All-Region and Scholar Athlete the last three years. workforce for New 
13 qualified for Award Recipients, York State, but also 
Academic All- and a fourth in Alfred State College global citizens of 
Conference. The 2005-06. is committed to which we can be 
overall GPA for continuing its proud. 
student-athletes The intramural 100-year tradition 
was 2.52. and recreational of integrating 

program is also very technology 
Alfred State College strong, with more and liberal arts 
student athletes than 140 teams education to 



Even nine months after Katrina struck the Gulf Coast, the ASC team encountered 
unbelievable devastation. Groups from ASC traveled to the Gulf Coast to aid in relief 
efforts over Thanksgiving break 2005, in January 2006, and again in April 2006. 

The college's response to Hurricane Katrina 
was outstanding, with three groups of 
faculty, staff, and students making the 
1,300 mile road trip to New Orleans to 
aid in relief efforts. Members of the third 
team gave up their spring break 2006 to 
make the trip, and included (front, left 
to right) Chas Lattin, Mary Perkins, Brett 
Amman, Seth Amman, Jared Hoyt; (back, 
left to right) Yuka Arima, Kim Fischer, 
Ken Zirbel, Tom Leone, Phil Schroeder, 
John Buckwalter (faculty), Mark Amman 
(faculty), and Sharon Li. 

.. 
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Members of the International Club march at the International Children's Festival, Sept. 17, 2005. 
Funds raised during the festival were donated to a local charity, the Morlock Foundation, and to the 
Al-Falah School in Indonesia. 

Two students demonstrate the fine art of Japanese calligraphy at the International Children's Festival. 



A birds-eye view of the Hinkle Bell Tower plaza during the New Student Convocation, 
Aug. 18, 2005. 
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''The Clark Year": 2006-2007 
During his career at the State University of New York (SUNY), Dr. Clark has held a number of executive positions including the interim 
president of the SUNY College at Plattsburgh, the interim president of the SUNY College at Brockport, acting vice chancellor for 
Enrollment and University Life at System Administration, the interim president of the SUNY College of Optometry, interim president of 
the SUNY College of Technology at Alfred. Dr. Clark currently serves as interim chancellor for the State University of New York. 

Before joining SUNY, he worked for 18 years as a Wall Street analyst and investment banker specializing in healthcare and higher 
education. Among his major New York clients were the City of New York, the State of New York, and the Dormitory Authority of the 
State of New York. He has worked on bond issues for private colleges and universities, the City University of New York, the State 
University of New York, private, not-for-profit hospitals and the New York City Health, and Hospitals Corp. 

Before his Wall Street career, Dr. Clark worked in the New York governmental sector holding various positions with the New York City 
Housing Authority, New York State Emergency Financial Control Board, New York City Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation, 
and Alcoholism Services, The Center for Policy Research and the New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation. 

Dr. Clark received his bachelor of arts degree in history, cum laude, from Providence College. He attended the University of Fribourg, 
Switzerland during his junior year of undergraduate study. He also holds the advanced degrees of master of public administration from 
the John Jay College of Criminal Justice, City University of New York; master of arts in economics from Fordham University; master 
of arts in philosophy from New York University and doctor of education in politics and education from Teachers College, Columbia 
University. His doctoral dissertation was on the works of John Henry Cardinal Newman, the noted theologian, philosopher and author 
of the classic treatise on higher education, The Idea of a University. In April 2007 he delivered the annual Cardinal Newman lecture at 
the National University of Ireland. 

He is a Vietnam-era veteran and served as a chaplain's assistant with the 81h Infantry Division in Bad Kreuznach, West Germany, and 
was awarded the Army Commendation Medal. Dr. Clark was raised in The Bronx and has been long involved in South Bronx charitable 
and educational organizations. He and his wonderful wife Carolyn have two beautiful daughters, Catherine and Bridget. 
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In just one year spent at Alfred 
State College to serve as interim 
president, Dr. John B. Clark won 
over a vast number of faculty, 
staff, and students with his 
professionalism, warm way, 
concern for others and, most 
characteristically, his good humor. 
All of these attributes served 
to draw the community back 
together and to provide important 
movement on a variety of College 
initiatives. 

In meetings with a variety of 
groups during the first several 
weeks of his tenure here, Dr. 
Clark offered four primary goals 
for the year. These included 
preparing for the new president; 
developing renewed enrollment 
targets; balancing the budget; and 
restoring the climate on campus, 
including engaging in shared 
governance. Each of these goals 
was recognized and addressed 
during the course of the 2006-07 
academic year. 

It was clear from the moment of 
his arrival that Dr. Clark intended 
to connect with people; he met 
with many leaders from faculty, 
staff, and student groups, 
including Faculty Senate Chair 
Professor Jim Grillo; United 
University Professionals Chapter 
President Professor Bob Rees; 
and Civil Services Employees 
Association President Will Mlott as 
well as a host of other faculty and 
staff during those first weeks of his 
tenure at Alfred State College. 

Additionally, Dr. Clark established 
a group called Roundtable that 
met on alternating Thursdays to 
share ideas and information and 

Alfred State College Interim President Dr. John B. 
Clark is seen here addressing the college's faculty 
and staff during his opening remarks which kicked 
off the 2006-07 academic year. Clark was warmly 
received by the employees packing the Orvis 
auditorium, many of them getting their first glimpse 
of the new administrator. 

Interim Alfred State College President Dr. John B. 
Clark, the ASC Development Fund Board of Directors, 
and the Alfred State Autumn Fest Committee enjoyed 
the 2006 ASC Autumn Fest held in October which 
was a rousing success. Twenty-three departments 
provided beautiful gift baskets that were used in the 
Chinese auction. Other activities included Monte 
Carlo-type games as well as a silent auction. This 
festive evening raised over $23,000 which was 
strictly designated to scholarships and financial 
assistance for Alfred State students. Pictured here, 
former ASC "First Lady" Mary Huntington chats with 
Clark. 



Alfred State College Interim President Dr. John B. Clark, 
seated, accepts a copy ofThe First 60 Years by Elaine B. 
Hritz, an account of Alfred State College from its creation in 
1908 through the 1960s, in preparation for the College's 
upcoming celebration of its centennial. Presenting the 
book to Dr. Clark are centennial committee co-chairs, Karen 
Canne, ACES (Auxiliary Campus Enterprises and Services) 
director of dining services, left, Neil Benedict, associate dean 
of students, and Diana Hovorka, ASC librarian emeritus and 
editor of the centennial book. 

Groundbreaking activities for a new athletics facility 
occurred during the spring semester at ASC. The Pioneers 
look forward to a brand new on-campus facility that will be 
the new home for football, soccer; lacrosse, and track & 
field. The 3.3 million dollar facility will feature field turf, an 
eight-lane track, and lights. Bleachers, a press box, and a 
scoreboard donated by the ASC Alumni Association are also 
included in the project. Pictured here, Provost Dr. Ronald R. 
Rosati, County Legislator Brent Reynolds, Interim President 
Dr. John Clark, Jim Denaker (SUNY Construction Fund), 
Robert Kernan (LA Group), Vice President for Administrative 
and Technology Services Deb Putnam, Athletic Director 
Kathy Feldman, Alfred Mayor Craig Clark, and Vice President 
for Student Affairs Dr. Steve Tyrell, break ground. 

to make decisions on specific 
issues. The Roundtable was a 
broadly representative group of 
about 40 individuals drawn from 
administrators, the professoriate 
(largely from Faculty Senate), 
and numerous professional staff 
members. The agenda routinely 
covered issues arising on 
campus, discussions with Albany 
representatives (legislative and 
administrative), as well as regular 
discussions of the status of the 
budget and enrollment. 

The Roundtable served to provide 
an additional venue for sharing 
ideas and assuring that community 
members had information. It 
worked well with Faculty Senate 
and other routine governing and 
administrative groups. 

One of the issues Dr. Clark helped 
ASC address was access to Albany, 
especially those in SUNY System 
Administration as well as local 
elected officials such as NYS Sen. 
Catharine Young and Assemblymen 
Dan Burling and Joe Giglio. John's 
ease of access to these groups 
and individuals helped Alfred 
State address difficult problems 
such as water main breaks and 
a dining hall fire as well as more 
routine requests for funding of the 
workforce development center for 
the Wellsville campus. 

The need to return Alfred State's 
enrollment to a robust level was a 
constant issue for Dr. Clark and he 
met with enrollment management 
and admissions. Resources were 
provided for admissions to extend 
its reach, including the New York 
City, Long Island, and New Jersey 
areas. At year's end, it was clear 93 
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that the efforts in admissions were 
beginning to turn things around. 
Admissions numbers are up for 
first-time, full-time students and 
the college hopes to build upon 
these gains in subsequent years. 

Related to the issue of an 
improved admissions and 
enrollment picture was the state 
of the budget. Clearly Dr. Clark 
knew the relationship between 
enrollment and budget. Early on 
after his arrival, Dr. Clark set about 
looking for ways to address a $1.3 
million deficit. The vice presidents 
were asked to see what they could 
do to address this issue. Cuts 
were made in various operating 
budgets (known as "OTPS" - other 
than personnel services) and it 
was decided that savings would be 
realized through delayed hiring and 
the decision not to replace hires 
for selected positions. 

The budget issue was reviewed 
weekly; the picture looked bleak at 
first, but as the College moved into 
the new calendar year, it became 
obvious that the cost containment 
measures were having their effect. 
In May 2007, it was announced 
that the savings had reached 
$1.4+ million. 

Efforts to improve the climate 
on campus came not merely 
from good humor and a hand 
shake, but by Dr. Clark's efforts 
to seriously engage the Faculty 
Senate and other groups in 
important dialogue on key issues. 
Dr. Clark attended Faculty Senate 
and Faculty Senate Executive 
Committee meetings on a 
regular basis and engaged these 
groups in conversations about 

Students enrolled in the bakery, production and 
management program of the Culinary Arts Department 
held their annual community bake sale during the 
campus's 40th anniversary celebration. Proceeds benefited 
the David A. Howe Library, Wellsville, and the SkillsUSA 
New York chapter. 

Thanks to a $4.9 million state grant presented to Alfred 
State College by NYS Sen. Cathy Young, R-Olean, (pictured 
here at left with Dr. Clark) the College's vision and plans for 
the on-campus farm will take a giant leap forward. Officially 
named the "Center for Organic and Sustainable Agriculture 
at Alfred State College," the new facility will house the 
state's first on-campus organic dairy herd. The Center also 
will include renovated facilities, a working farm, applied 
research, a new computerized dairy management system, 
and a variety of continuing education opportunities, such 
as research projects, conferences, workshops, and online 
tutorials for the community. 



John M. Santora, '75, associate professor and chair, 
Culinary Arts Department, appeared on the Buffa/a
based morning show ''AM Buffalo," where he gave a pre
Thanksgiving turkey-carving demonstration using CUTCO 
cutlery, who arranged for the appearance. In addition to 
carving tips, other areas discussed on the show included 
garnishes, knife safety and etiquette, and holiday time
saving tips. Pictured here, Santora, center, demonstrates 
for AM Buffalo host Linda Pellegrino, right, and Kathleen 
Donovan, public relations coordinator for CUTCO Cutlery. 

Alfred State College hosted a sustainability symposium, 
a conference on sustainable living practices, biodiversity, 
green building design, energy policy, and water quality 
issues. The symposium was organized by the Sustainability 
Taskforce, a committee of ASC faculty, staff, and 
students. Pictured here, Bob Swaim of People-Powered 
Transportation, Coopersburg, PA, brought his collection of 
eclectic and artistic bicycles, including a "stretch limo" bike 
and a mono cycle where the rider sits inside a wheel. A 
retired high school teacher, Swaim travels as a passionate 
advocate for biking and health. 

new programs, new ideas, and 
new efforts to move the College 
along on its agenda. While these 
bodies knew Dr. Clark was only 
going to be at Alfred State for a 
limited time, they appreciated his 
engagement with them and his 
efforts to bring serious dialogue to 
the table on important issues. 

As the campus stabilized itself 
through the fall semester, work 
began on the search for a 
president. The consultancy firm 
of Isaacson Miller Associates was 
engaged to assist with the search 
process. The search committee 
met and reviewed the position 
description and approved the 
position announcement that 
appeared in numerous venues in 
the late spring and early summer 
of 2007. As of this writing, it is 
anticipated that finalists will be 
brought to campus during the 
autumn. Assuming a normal 
search process, the College 
Council's recommendation to the 
interim chancellor and SUNY Board 
of Trustees could occur as soon as 
December 2007 or January 2008. 

Perhaps the most obvious sign 
that Dr. Clark had achieved his four 
basic goals for the College was 
when Professor Jim Grillo, then 
newly selected SUNY Distinguished 
Teaching Professor, stated at the 
farewell reception held for Dr. Clark 
on June 21 that "Dr. Clark was 
the right person at the right time 
for Alfred State." Professor Grille's 
remarks echoed those of so many 
who came to know John Clark 
and to appreciate what he gave to 
Alfred State, a place he declared 
in word and deed that he loved. 
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Pictured here are the 150-bed townhouse-style residence 
halls (top) which can be seen as soon as a visitor enters 
campus from the stop light on Main St. These beautiful 
brick structures are comprised of six residential buildings 
housing five or six fully equipped apartments, including a 
full kitchen, a furnished living room, two-and-a-half baths, 
and six private furnished bedrooms as well as a (seventh) 
commons building (bottom) which offers a centralized 
laundry area and meeting facilities. 

Alfred State College 
faculty and staff 
enhanced their 
own holiday spirit 
by contributing toys 
and hats, gloves, 
and scarves as 
their "admission " 
to the college's 
annual holiday party. 
Donations were made 
to the Salvation Army, 
Hornell. Captain 
Patricia Kurtz gladly 
accepted the gifts 
from Dr. John 8. 
Clark, Alfred State 
College Interim 
President. 

NYS Sen. Catharine Young, (R-Olean) stops to visit with tenth
grade students from around the area who participated in the 
annual WINS (Women in Non-traditional Studies) Day event held 
on the Alfred State College campus. "Futurebound" is a career 
exploration day for 10th-grade girls interested in learning more 
about non-traditional occupations and careers (non-traditional 
occupations are defined as those with fewer than 25 percent 
female workers). Young served as keynote speaker at the event. 
More than 100 girls from area high schools attended. 



Alfred State Presidents and Directors 

Dr. Ora Sherman Morgan 
1909-1911 

Paul B. Orvis 
1936-1960 

Dr. William D. Rezak 
1993-2003 

William J. Wright 
1912-1918 

Walter C. Hinkle 
1960-1964 

Dr. Uma G. Gupta 
2003-2006 

Dr. Carl E. Ladd 
1919-1920 

Dr. David H. Huntington 
1964-1986 

Dr. John B. Clark 
2006-2007 

Archie E. Champlin 
1920-1936 

Dr. John 0. Hunter 
1986-1993 




