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Description
Bachata is a widely known genre of music from the Dominican
Republic. Learning About and developing the love for this genre of
music is becoming more popular globally. Questions I will address
are who created or began the genre of bachata; what instruments
are used in bachata; where did Bachata originate, and how did it
originate? And finally, how has this genre of music changed or
adapted overtime?
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Research Paper
Bachata history is a widely known
genre of Spanish music. Gaining
knowledge and experience in music is
becoming more known and popular in
other countries, as well as in United
States. Common questions that rattle
people’s minds are when they hear
bachata, who was the person that created the genre of this type of music?
Did they intend for it to be a beat or
rhythm? What were the Instruments
that were used at that time to create this music? Where did the music
originate from? If it has, how has
this type of music been accepted and
adapted into the world? These are the
questions that make people wonder
where music comes from, and people
who open their hearts to others with
music must know who the person that
made the genre be known. Who was
there during that time when the birth
of bachata was just starting and what
does it mean to them being there when
it was all starting? Bachata was originated as a “mating call” and if they
were selected for the dance of bachata
and at that time it was a sealed deal.
Jose Maria Guerrero (1918-2007), was
known as Bonye, and he was born in
a southern coastal town of Bajos de
Hina, Dominican Republic and even
his grandparents his whole family had
a strong root in the area when bachata
was becoming known during that time.
He was there learning the dancing of
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bachata when it was popular during
that that time. Bonye was represented
a legend who influenced the Dominican dancers of his day and beyond.
It was Candelario (Cande) Soriano
who represented the soul of bachata.
He was there for the birth of bachata
and it was with him until the day he
died. Cande was born in small town
in Dominican Republic called La Lusia Prieta de Monte Plata. Bachata as
a dance didn’t develop until the 60’s
and during that time bachata wasn’t
referred to that name. Back then it was
referred to Bolero and during that time
he didn’t have a school to teach anyone. He just taught them in front of his
home and he even danced bare foot,
but he was self-taught, like many other
dancers within his community. Cande
passed away in January 2014. Before he
passed, he was buried with 2 cd’s; one
of Luis Vargas and the other from his
son Joan Soriano.
The name of the artist is Jose Manuel Calderon who lives in Dominican
Republic. He started the genre and
also used the original term name that
from the 1980’s for bachata. Which
was amargue (“bitterness”, “bitter
music”) and the dance came with the
development of the music. First song
that was recorded was “Borracho de
Amor” and it was in 1962. It really
didn’t get any good reviews and it was
disregarded. The genre was a mix of

the Latin American style called Bolero,
with more of the African elements that
comes from Son. During the 1980s,
bachata was considered too vulgar,
crude and musically rustic to be on
television or on the radio for the Dominican Republic. In 1990’s bachata
had changed from Spanish guitar and
maracas to electric guitar, guitar, bass
guitar, bonogs and guira. These Instruments add more motion to the rhythm
and more to enjoyment to the beat
of the music. When they change to a
merengue based bachata it switched
from a bongo to a tambora drum.

During this time bachata was never a 4
step dance it was an 8-step dance moving within a square. When it went to
the western world they began developing a simpler dance because an 8-step
dance was too long to count with the
side to side motion of the hips. When
bachata music has an accent in rhythm
at the fourth count, people would just
tap-step. When dancing bachata, it
changes its direction after the tap or
fourth step.
During the 1970s those were the dark
times for bachata because they weren’t
played on the radio or on television.
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It wasn’t even played in the bars, or
the brothels in the country’s poorest
neighborhoods. At that time, they say
the bachata music was influenced by
its surroundings which were sex, despair and crime. These were the topics
of the genre highlights. Some of the
bachateros that were able to emerge
from that dark times were Marino
Perez and Leonardo Paniagua. Bachata
still remained popular because it was
out-selling merengue during that time.
Still, bachata was being denied that it
was becoming popular at the time. It
was becoming more common and from
this time the rhythm was staying the
same but the beat was changing.
In the early 1980s, bachata popularity
couldn’t be denied because there was a
popular demand on the radio stations,
and bachateros soon found themselves
more on television as well. During that
time the Bachata had begun to take
more of a dance-hall sound, and they
evolved bachata with a guitar merengues increasing the part of the bachata
repertoire. During that time, the song
that was first recorded was an electric
guitar 1987 bachata-merengue hit,
“Mujeres hembras” by Blas Duran. The
song was about 2 minutes and if you
play the song you’ll hear the electric
guitar in the song that made bachata
evolve from what it was before back
then.
When it got to the 90s, the bachata
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was to be dominated by two new artists
that were modernized bachata. Their
names were Luis Vargas and Antony
Santos. There were more bachateros
who followed the new style that Santos and Vargas created and many new
bachateros brought a whole new level.
The bachata was now called pop bachata and during this time it began to
emerge internationally as a music of
Hispanic dance-hall. In 1992, an artist
named Juan Luis Guerra’s won a Grammy when he released Bachata Rosa and
he was helping the genre to become
more known, accepted, and recognized.
However, Guerra’s album didn’t really
have any songs that were related to
bachata sound.
In the beginning of the 21st century,
the group called Aventura took the
vision that Juan Luis Guerra left in
the early 1990s to new heights. The
lead single of this group was Anthony
“Romeo” Santos, with which they revolutionized and modernized the genre.
The Group Aventura sold out Madison
Square Garden numerous times, and
had ten hit songs in the Latin Charts,
with two songs that were the number
one in the charts; “Por un Segundo”
and “Dile al Amor”. Today the group
Aventura is separated because one of
the group members wanted to start
their own music and wanted to make
his own music name. Other artists like
Prince Royce, Xtreme, and Toby Love

made fusion genres that arose in the
western audiences, and by 2011 Romeo
Santos who was a member of Aventura
joined the fusion of the genre, releasing a couple of new albums that became popular in the United States and
in other western countries.
Bachata is a style of dance that came
from the Dominican Republic but the
dance is not danced identically because
each country has a different style of
movements, and it always have been
a hip motion on the 4th beat. The hip
movement for the dance is very important because it is the soul of the
dance. When dancing with a partner,
the lead can be danced in an open or
closed position. It is all about the preference and, it depends on the setting,
mood, and interpretation. The hand
placement will depend on the dancer’s position, which can be very close
to semi-close, to open. The original
Dominica bachata is now danced all
over the Caribbean, and when playing
the bachata music, the faster in accordance to faster music, adding more
footwork, turns and rhythmic free style
moves and soft hip movements. The
bachata dance was created by people
for social dancing and is still evolving
and making new dances that becoming
more known to other countries.
Although the dance stayed the same,
it just was combined into other genres,
which you have the original bachata

dance from Dominican Republic, a
traditional bachata, modern bachata, bachata Tango, ballroom bachata.
There is more bachata style that are
promoted by different teachers around
the world and each of them have their
own distinct flare to the rhythm of the
beat. The style of bachata has different ways. There is the Two-hand hold
party style, open embrace social style,
Close embrace nightclub style. These
are the most common way from dancing with a partner and when coming
to the fourth step on the dance some
of partners wrap their foot around the
partner’s leg, or attempt a wide variety
of embellishment. In traditional bachata it begins using a simpler side-toside pattern instead of it going in to a
box-step and there was some misunderstanding of the original steps.
Bachata Tango had the same concept
of the traditional bachata basic steps.
This time it has more of tango steps,
and this dance have been used in bachata and it also has been used in tango.
Even if this dance style hasn’t been
heard in Dominican Republic, bachata
country of origin, this dance has been
popular with foreign instructors outside the Caribbean. Bachata Sensual is
very popular in Spain. This dance is a
mix between dance and theatre with
a strict follow and lead principles, the
dance is an interpretation of the music
with mostly circular movements and
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body waves.
In conclusion, the history of bachata
has been everywhere. Over the years
it was began, it didn’t become popular
when it first started. But there have
people who have seen what the dance
and the genre have become over time.
Cande being there from the beginning
until he passed experienced the history of the bachata, and how it had its
darkest era. When it was being playing
in the radio or on television, it was
very difficult for the bachateros to get
the genre back on track. After that
era, it was becoming more popular
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and it was starting to be heard with
new Instruments making the rhythm
more moving with the hips, having the
same four step movements. They even
made a new bachata that was called
bachata-merengue that when things
started to become fused with bachata
and made it to become more known
to other countries during that time.
Even with the help of an artist name
Juan Luis Guerra a Spanish artist that
was well known in the Spanish music
business and people loved his music
and with him making an album called
‘Bachata”. Although none of his music

in the album has the rhythm of bachata it
was as telling people that there is another genre that was becoming popular
and from there Aventura took the lead
on showing people the new genre. The
dance of bachata has been evolving over
time, and still is because it has been combining with other genres that keeping
making bachata come back to life. Bachata has had a rough start in the beginning but now it is danced in the United
States, and other Spanish countries with
different styles that evolved many genres
and have more artists like Prince Royce,
Xtreme, Toby Love, and other Spanish
artists to come out and making new music combination.
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Design Research
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Objectives
The goal of this project is to design an interactive music
history and teaching tool to educate people about the
history and practice of Bachata. This project will also
teach people to dance Bachata and educate them about
the culture.

Research Plan
-Watch videos of the dance lesson and take notes
- Research How Bachata dance styles have evolved
-The history of Bachata
-Interview people who participated in the development
of bachata
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Goals
One goal for my project is for people to have a better
understanding what bachata is, and why it had many different names before being called what it is now. Another
goal is to explain the history of where bachata all started
and why it became extremely popular. In turn this will
help people understand more about the Latin American
culture. Helping people understand how bachata became
famous and how it evolved to what it is now. I would also
like for my work to help people to learn the beats and
movements that go along with bachata.
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Methods
One method is asking people if they know how to
dance and if they have ever tried to dance to other
genres of music or expand their music taste so they
can see what is new to the world.

Questions & Assumptions
1.How widely known is Bachata?
2.What is the best way to learn to dance?
3.Where are the places that teach bachata?
4.Is there only one way to dance bachata?
5.Why is it just 4 steps?
Bachata isn’t well known in the U.S. When people
listen to bachata music half of the time they don’t
know what the artist is saying, singing, or talking
about because most people in the U.S.do not speak
Spanish. Most people like the rhythm of Bachata.
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Benefits
The benefits of my project are to have a better understanding of Bachata and how people express their
feelings though this certain type of dance. The people who will benefit from my project are people who
lack knowledge about bachata. Dance instructors,
adults, children, teenagers who do not know how to
dance bachata but are willing to learn more about it,
will benefit from this project.

Resources
The resources I need are Adobe cc, printers, bachata
music, videos about how to dance bachata.
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Expericence
What I experienced when dancing bachata with somebody you do not know, and dancing with somebody you
know there are big differences in the movement and
excitement. When dancing with someone you don’t
know, you feel unsure of the person because it doesn’t
feel like you can have fun when dancing. On the other
hand, when dancing with a friend because you know
each other you can dance without a care in the world.
You can make the dance a little more exciting for yourself and your friend because you can add more style to
the dance with more footwork. As part of my research I
attended a dance class in New York City and the instructor was teaching people how to dance bachata by
themselves first then with a partner.
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Observing and Listening
What I experienced when dancing bachata with somebody you do not know, and dancing with somebody you
know there are big differences in the movement and
excitement. When dancing with someone you don’t
know, you feel unsure of the person because it doesn’t
feel like you can have fun when dancing. On the other
hand, when dancing with a friend because you know
each other you can dance without a care in the world.
You can make the dance a little more exciting for yourself and your friend because you can add more style to
the dance with more footwork. As part of my research I
attended a dance class in New York City and the instructor was teaching people how to dance bachata by
themselves first then with a partner.
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Interview

Samantha
I feel like the four step is simple. But you have to put
your own movements to the steps. In my eyes you
have to put your own story. I did actually, because I
was in dance club some of my classmate didn’t want
to learn the dance because they said it wasn’t easy.
But a lot of my other classmate disagreed and we
actually showed them how it was done step by step.
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Interview

Jose
Personally when I was learning bachata from Steven
it was very weird because it was just moving side to
side nothing else. After he taugh me a little he was
starting to show off and thats when I realize that you
can add more to it. I got excited and started to put
my own flavors to the dance.
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Values
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Mission Statement
To educate people about the history, dance, music,
and the culture of Bachata.
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Vision Statement
El Bachateo will teach the history and dance of
Bachata. We will also teach the culture and help you
understand the way it has evolved and grown.
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Participate
People who have any dance experience or no dance
experience can participate because it just learning
the dance with four basic steps and just having a
good time on learning something new. People will
just need to have a number tag to just try the dance
and people who don’t have a number tag can just
watch.

How to participate ?
When going to El Bachateo website you will see a
sign up for classes and explaining on what we do and
where the dance lesson is going to be, but to do that
you will have to sign up and it will ask you for your
information so you can take some classes. When you
get to the area to have your ID with you because we
will have a list of people who sign up for the classes and after we have 15 women and 15 men which
is 30 people the instructor will start the class teach
the class the steps first then add music to make it go
much smoothly.
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Is it meaningful?
Its meaningful because it will relax people, they will
have fun dancing, and meeting new people. Participants can share more ways to dance to the genre.
Also people will learn the history, and the culture of
the dance and music.
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Targeting
The responses from the people that I want is for them to
enjoy themselves when they see the dance and learn from
it. Also, to take an interest on what the history of the
dance and how did it change people.

Response from View
The responses that I want from the audience is for them
to enjoy themselves when they see the dance and learn
from it. Also, to take an interest in what the history of the
dance is.
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Visual Communication
What I want my logo to express to people is the feeling of
enjoying the night with a couple of friends. Even have a
relaxing weekend, and have some romantic nights.
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Persona

Name: Samantha
Age:25
Location: New York
Job title: Dance Instructor
Samantha is college student that have been dancing to all type of music,
but she didn’t know how to dance bachata because it was very different.
So she went to a studio that teaches bachata and from their she saw that
it was different from all the other dances that she knew.
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Bachata

Education

Romance

Relationship

Contests
Love

Cheaters

Sarrow

Parties

Dance
Work Out
History

Mistakes
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Branding Positoning/
Design Process
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Brand
El Bachateo presents a fun and enjoyable environment
and a learning experience about the history of bachata.
The brand presents a fun and enjoyable environment and
a learning experience about the history also have some
meaning in the logo show that you can dance here and
find something like understanding. The outcome from
the brand that I want is to just people to enjoy the music
of bachata and tell their story on how the dance make
them express themselves and listen to its history. People
should learn how to dance.

Outcome
The outcome that I expect is to have posters, a website,
videos on the website, History of bachata in the website
and also people to dance, and having fun learning a new
dance that they can try.
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Audience
It will be People from different clutures who wants to
learn something new.

Location
New York City, NY
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Presenting content
An engaging way to get people to see my content
is to show a poster, website, having bachata music,
some foot directions on how to dance to the music.

Presentation method
The poster will show the culture of the dance, the
photos will show people learn the bachata dance,
their will be photos of the lesson partners learning
together. The website will have photos of the lessons,
video on the how to dance to it, this represents the
brand with the culture, music, the dance.
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The view
Yes, it matches what the views want to see the culture,
the music, the history of bachata and where it started
and how it evolved over time.
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Photography
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El Bachateo Flyer

El Bachateo
#TeachMeBachata

35 East 13th 2nd Floor
New York, New York 10003
Register for our Group classes
and You will be Dancing Bachata
in No Time!
You will have a lot of Fun while
You make New Friends!

Register Now
For More info:

ElBachateo.com
(718)456-1113
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Business card

El Bachateo

35 East 13th 2nd Floor
New York, NY 10003
ElBachateo@gmail.com
www.ElBachateo.com

Steven Escobar
Instructor
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Posters
El Bachateo
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Set Up
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Finished Set Up
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