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Making Their Case

Issue 10

Candidates for SGA explain their positions and priorities in advance of election

Members of the Nassau Voice and the Progressive Team speak at candidates’ forum on Monday, April 23. SGA elections will take place on April 30 and May 1
in the College Center lobby. Hours are Monday, April 30, 9 a.m.- 5 p.m. and Tuesday, May 1, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Story on page 6.
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HAPPENINGS
Events

NCC’s Student Government Association elections
for 2018-2019 executive positions will take place on
Monday, April 30 (9 a.m.-5 p.m.) and Tuesday, May 1
(10 a.m.- 6 p.m.) in the College Center lobby. Cast your
vote for the candidsates of your choice. If you don’t vote,
don’t complain! Get involved!
NCC’s Cultural Program presents, “Alive from
Aleppo: A Syrian Refugee’s Story of Music, Suffering,
and Love,” a talk by Mariela Shaker, on Thursday,
April 26 (10 p.m.) in the College Center, Rms. 252-253.
Shaker is a Syrian-born violinist who will tell of her
personal struggle to survive war-torn Syria to study music
in the United States in 2013. Her message is one of peace
over war and love over hatred. All are welcome.
The Creative Writing Club will hold its annual
Luna Launch on Tuesday, May 8 at club hour (11:30
a.m.) in the Glass Room of the College Center Building.
Students will read their work. Free refreshments and (of
course) copies of Luna, the group’s literary magazine, for
all in attendance!
NCC’s Accounting and Business Administration
Department invites the campus to its “Business in
America Day” program on Wednesday, May 2 (8 a.m.12:15 p.m.) in the College Center, Rms. 252-253. The
program will feature three presentations by Accounting/
Business Administration faculty and other professionals:
“Why Unions are Important to America” (8-9:15 a.m.);
“Is the New Tax Plan Good for America?” (9:30-10:45
a.m.); and “Careers in Accounting and Business” (11
a.m.-12:15 p.m.). All are invited.
Will America soon be under water? Has Donald
Trump declared war on immigrants? Is America
heading for a showdown with North Korea or Iran?
If you have a thought about these or any other issues
(including life at NCC), send it to Vignette’s Opinions
section. Opinions is seeking essays of 150-750 words
from the campus community for spring 2018 issues. Send
submissions to OPINIONS, Vignette, College Center, Rm.
347 or email them to NCCVignette@gmail.com (subject
line: OPINIONS). Remember to include your name and
telephone number.
Is there a reporter in the house? How about a
reviewer or photographer or a thoughtful columnist? The
Vignette, NCC’s student newspaper, is still seeking
reporters, reviewers, photographers, and other staff
members for the spring 2018 (and fall 2018) semester.
No experience is necessary, though interest, enthusiasm,
and idealism will help. The Vignette meets on Tuesdays
at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in its office in Room 347 of the
College Center. Stop by!
Like films? The Fan Followed Film Club meets
every Tuesday and Thursday at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in
South Hall, Rm. 101.
The Student Organization of Latinos (SOL) meets
every Thursday at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in Building G,
Rm. 243. The club sponsors field trips, sponsors an annual
scholarship, promotes Hispanic cultural awareness, and
more. New members welcome. For information about
upcoming events, text @ccb322 to 81010.
Care about clean air, clean drinking water, consumer
rights, voter registration, and other issues related to the
quality of life in America and the world? Get involved with
the NCC chapter of NYPIRG (New York Public Interest
Research Group), which works on all of these issues and
more. Call (516) 222-0086 for more information. If you
like planning campus events, NCC’s Programming
Board wants to meet you! The club meets on Tuesdays
and Thursdays at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in the College
Center, Rm. 343. All are welcome.

Haraya, NCC’s Pan-African Student Coalition,
meets on Tuesdays amd Thursdays at club hour (11:30
a.m.) in Building G, Rm 323. All are welcome. For more
information, email Harayancc65@gmail.com.
Want to unwind and have some fun? Try the
student lounge (College Union, second floor). The
lounge features pool, ping-pong, and other games. For
more information, visit the lounge or call 572-0682.
The Sustainability Club and Nutrition Club present
“Good Mood,” on Thursday, May 3 at club hour (11:30
a.m.), College Center, Multipurpose Room. Refreshments
will be served.
NCC’s Career Center holds walk-in hours every
Thursday from 9:30-11 a.m. in Nassau Hall, Rm. 14. If
you have a career question, need some career advice, or
want to learn more about the Center’s resources, stop by.
NCC has your back! Mentors are waiting to talk
with you and to answer your questions about classes,
financial aid, time management, areas of study and
anything else related to life at NCC. To sign up for a
mentor, go to ncc.edu/mentoringprogram. Questions?
Email mentoring@ncc.edu
Did you know that student veterans at NCC have
their own center? The Student Veterans Center, located
at 365 Rice Circle, is open daily (Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.).
The Center offers offers veteran benefits workshops,
leadership opportunities,and opportunities to meet other
veterans. Stop by and see what the Center is all about.
The Intervarsity Christian Fellowship invites the
NCC campus to its meetings on Tuesdays and Thursdays
at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in the College Union, Rm. 302.
PeaceWork, a student club devoted to exploring
alternatives to violence, invites the student body to join
the group and be an advocate for peace. The club meets
every Thursday at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in G-375.
Amnesty International, a student group devoted to
understanding human rights issues, meets on Tuesdays at
club hour (11:30 a.m.) in G-375.
In search of a way to work out and relax? Try
SPIN-Mondays at 5 p.m., P-105; Kettlebell--Tuesdays
at 5 p.m.--P-105; Yoga--Wednesday at 5 p.m., P-117;
Cardio Kickboxing--Thursdays, 5 p.m., P-117; and Tai
Chi--Tuesdays and Thursdays--11:30 a.m., P-120). For
more information, call 572-7684, ext. 26602.
NCC Pride Club meets Thursdays at 11:30 a.m. in
G-333. All are welcome.
NCC’s Student Government Association (SGA)
meets every other Monday at 3:15 p.m. in the College
Center, Rms. 252/253. All are welcome.

The annual student art exhibit will be on display
in the Plaza Art Gallery (Tower, Plaza Level) through
Monday, May 7. For more information, including the
gallery’s hours, call 572-9699.
The Theatre/Dance Department invites the campus
community to its spring musical, ”Carrie,” based on the
novel by Stephen King. Music by Michael Gore, lyrics, by
Dean Pitchford, Book by Lawrence D. Cohen, on April 2729 and May 2-6. Evening performances at 8 p.m., Sundays
at 3 p.m. Tickets: $12 for seniors, alumni, high school
students, and NCC employees. NCC senior observers; NCC
employees; free rush tickets for college students (with ID)
on weeknights. For ticket information, call the Theatre Box
Office at 572-7676.
Black Holes, Worm Holes, and Time Travel--celebrate
the life of the late Stephen Hawking (a giant in Astronomy)
at the spring 2018 Astronomy Night program scheduled for
Friday, April 27 (8-10 p.m.) in Cluster C, 3rd floor. There
will be planetarium shows by faculty and Honors students,
as well as opportunities to gaze at the heavens through the
planetairium’s cool telescopes. The program is sponsored by
NCC’s Physical Science Department, the Astronomy Club,
and the Honors program.

What’s going on
this week at NCC?
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Want to do something good for someone else Volunteer at the Nest (Nassau Empowerment and Support for
Tomorrow), NCC’s food pantry. For more information,
visit the Nest’s website at nestncc.weebly.com.
NCC’s Intramurals program invites the campus community to its annual ”Fun Run 2018” fundraiser on Thursday, May 3 (11:30 a.m.). $10 entry donation includes t-short,
beach towel, photo booth, and day of race refreshments. All
proceeds go to the Carleigh Mac Foundation, which has benefitted the lives of thousands born with congenital heart defects. For more information, including registration information, call 572-7684, x 26602.

Academic Information
Emergency school closings will be announced
over the following radio stations: AM: Walk 1370;
WOR 1010; WCBS 880; WHLI 1100; and WINS 1010.
FM: WALK 97.5; WBAB 102.3; WBLI 106.1; B103.1;
KJOY 98.3; LOVE 96.1; WMJC 94.3; WRCN 103.9;
and WHPC 90.3. School closings will also be announced
on News 12 Long Island and channels 2 and 4 and will
be posted, on the NCC website, www.ncc.edu as well as
www.wor710.com and www.WCBS880.com.
The NCC Library’s hours are Monday-Thursday, 8
a.m.-9 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-8 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m.4:30 p.m. The Library will be closed on Sunday.
With final exams on the horizon, you may be looking
for a quiet space to do some serious studying. Think NCC
Library! The Library will be open until midnight on the
following days: Thursday, April 26; Monday, April 30;
and Tuesday, May 1. Study groups welcome!
The Writing Center’s spring 2018 hours are as
follows: Writing Center (Bradley Hall, first floor):
Monday, and Wednesday, 8:45 a.m.-2:45 p.m.; Tuesday
and Thursday, 9:15 a.m.-3:15 p.m.; Friday, 8:45 a.m.-2:45
p.m. Library Annex (Second Floor, Rm. 233): Monday
and Wednesday, 12:30-8 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday, 10
a.m-7:45 p.m.; Saturday, 10:15 a.m.-3:30 p.m. For more
information, call 572-7195.
Looking for a quiet place to study? Try the Study
Lounge on the third floor (Rm. 310) of the College Center.
Hours: Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Registration for summer classes at NCC has begun!
Make an appointment with your advisor and register early.
Dates: Summer Session I: May 28- June 28; Summer
Session II: July 2-August 2; Summer Session III: Aug.
6-22. Weekend and online classes also available.
Follow NCC news on Twitter.com/NCCVignette
and Twitter.com/fye_nassaucc as well as on the FirstYear Experience blog, “What’s Up, NCC?” www.
whatsupncc.blogspot.com.
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Dismiss What Insults

Familiar things are coming to an end: semesters, winter, presidential terms, environmental apathy, etc. These last few weeks we have together as a student body find themselves charged with a certain urgency. We are called to recognize the circumstances
around us and lend our hands to holding up the frame, or re-establishing it all together
as something that more adequately represents the intentions and needs we have as a
community.
This issue features the end of presidential runs -on both the student and faculty leveland the NCC community finds itself in need of new representative leadership that amplifies small voices. As a publication the Vignette had hoped to endorse a team but is
unable to do so given the questionable character, platforms and ethics of all parties in
the running for SGA.
Our integrity commands that we take a stand rather than stand under what is presented before us. It is that same integrity that shapes this issue; with pieces that explore
our responsibility to sustainability within every dimension of our daily lives, the responsibility we have to our innovations to construct a more inclusive technological world,
and the responsibility we have to making space for art that explores niche worlds and
experiences.
Our college experience is seminal because it helps us grow into the bones of ourselves. By presenting us with situations where we have to determine what kind of human
being we want to be, we are forced to look ourselves in the mirror and contend with the
truth of our selves. We take strides to be pleased with what stares back at us and dismiss
everything else that insults our souls.
										Ibiene Minah
										Opinions Editor

Stamp out silence.
Write a letter to
the editor.
Write a letter to the editor.

The Vignette supports the First Amendment to the United States Constitution.
You should too!!
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President Keen Tenure Nearing an End

As he reaches the end
of his current contract,
NCC’s President Dr. W.
Hubert Keen has made
many accomplishments during his tenure.
In an interview with the Vignette, Keen said he is
proud that his institutional accomplishments that he made
played an integral role in as President. The first important advance is responding to deficiencies in seven of the
14 standards for institutional accreditation by the Middle
States Commission on Higher Education.
“The latter [Middle States Commission] is our accrediting body, and last November, the commission responded
to the work we accomplished during the previous year and
one-half by endorsing our work in full compliance with all
14 standards,” said Keen.
Keen said that addressing the deficiencies identified
by the Middle States took a great deal of work on many
people’s part.
“Much work was included in that project, including
devising complete plans for assessment of learning outcomes in academic programs, development of a strategic
plan, developing a comprehensive financial management
plan that is incorporated into our strategic plan, integrating various unit plans into the strategic plan (such as enrollment management, information technology, student
services, and others), and updating and revising the Academic Senate Bylaws.”
Keen has also helped grow significant student clubs
and programs, and he watched them grow to enhance additional student learning opportunities.
“I have been especially pleased in working the SGA
and seeing the accomplishments of students in various academic and co-curricular areas of the college,” said Keen.
“I have also been very pleased to see the high quality of
by Harvey Garcia
Managing Editor

the student newspaper, the Vignette.”
Though there will be a successor ro Keen, he said
that there are programs and reforms that were instituted by
him that he hopes will not only continue to thrive but also
continue to improve.
“It is essential to both maintain and constantly make
new progress in institutional governance and building new
academic programs to respond to the changing economic
and societal environment,” he said.“We must also constantly work on assessing student learning outcomes and
improving our institutional administration.”
Keen hopes future NCC presidents will institute programs to continue the progress within the community and
enhance learning experiences.
“Developing new programs and updating existing
ones to more fully implement the college’s mission as a
comprehensive community college is important,” said
Keen.
Asked how he hopes he will be remembered, he said,
“He came and performed on behalf of students in the best
way he could.”
Keen is currently in the process of finishing a few
items left on his agenda as President, including government structure and reviewing the policy of civility.
Regarding government structure, he said, “Institutional governance encompasses the Board of Trustees as the
policy making body for the college, the Academic Senate
as the internal institutional governance body for the faculty and staff, and the Administration led by the President.”
He added, “Students are involved in institutional
governance through the Student Trustee on the Board of
Trustees and through students serving as ten percent of the
Academic Senate. The Student Government Association
can also give voice to student concerns.”
In addition, Keen is aiming in making a change in the

policy on civility.
“A policy on civility is in development with the Board
of Trustees having reviewed a draft. The Academic Senate
has reviewed and commented on the draft, and we have
held an open session for faculty and staff to comment,”
said Keen, “We have taken the feedback into consideration, and appropriate changes are being made. And it is
anticipated that the Board will adopt the policy during one
of its Spring meetings.”

NCC President
W. Hubert Keen

College Begins Presidential Search

BOT Chair announces timetable and formation of Presidential search committee membership
In anticipation of NCC President W. Hubert Keen’s
retirement from NCC, the College’s Board of Trustees
has announced the beginning of a serach for his successor.
In an email to the NCC student body and the rest of
the campus community BOT Chair Jorge Gardyn noted
that the beginning of the search and outlined the membership of the committee. Gardyn’s correspondence is as
follows:
Dear Student:
The Board of Trustees announces the initiation of a search for the
College’s next President with the anticipated conclusion in Spring 2019.
We are pleased that the College has made considerable progress in recent months in setting the stage for transition to the next President’s
administration. We believe that, in light of the College’s stature and
prospects for continuing advancement in serving our students and the
public, the search will attract highly qualified candidates. It is the resolve of the Board that we conduct this process with utmost integrity
to bring the most highly qualified next President into an environment
fertile for future advancement of the College.
We have developed a tentative timeline for the search process, and
we will keep the campus informed of its progression. An overview of the
tentative timeline is as follows: complete formation of a search committee by the Board’s meeting on June 12th, issuance of an RFP for a search
consultant by mid-June and selection of a search consultant by mid-July,
the posting of an advertisement by mid-September, and the beginning of
the screening of candidates during the latter part of the Fall 2018 se-

mester. The Board anticipates identifying and hiring the next President
by or before the middle of the Spring 2019 semester.
It is the determination of the Board to assure representation of the
major constituencies of the campus, and yet to maintain the size of the
search committee so that its work can proceed effectively. The search
committee representation is as follows:
Members of the Board of Trustees (4, one will be the Student Trustee); Academic Department Chairs (1); Academic Senate (1); AFA (1);
CSEA (college employee) (1); Management Confidential (1); NCCAA
(1); NCCFT (1); Aliumni (non-college exmployee) (1); Foundation
(Non-college-employee) (1);
campus representatives (to be
decided by Board from nominees) (2).
We ask the leadership of those constituencies listed above that will
have seats on the committee to devise a selection process and to relay
their selections to Anne Brandi by May 18, 2018. Ms. Brandi, Secretary
to the Board, will serve as administrative liaison to the Board during the
search, as she has for several previous Presidential searches.
The Board needs to retain the ability to balance the committee composition in ways that may not be apparent until filling of those positions
that are defined with respect to constituency. Therefore, we have held
two positions to which members will be appointed in order to realize this
representation. Nominees are invited for membership to fill these two
seats and should be relayed by May 18, 2018. Nominations should be
accompanied by the name of the constituency to be represented and by
the rationale for representation on the search committee. A mechanism
to submit nominations for these two seats will be made available by

April 30th through the myNCC portal. Instructions to submit nominations through the portal will be issued to the campus upon completion
of the system.
The search will follow the “Guidelines for Presidential Searches
for Community Colleges” issued by the State University of New York.
SUNY Chancellor Johnson has been informed of the initiation of the
search and, consistent with the guidelines, she will designate a staff
member of the System Administration to act in an advisory capacity to
the Board and the search committee.
Initiation of the search for our next President provides an opportunity for the College to undertake a period of discussion and deliberation
on our current circumstances and challenges the College will face in the
future. The results of such institutional self-examination can contribute
significantly to expectations and characteristics of the next President.
As an initiation of this process, the Board will hold an open campus
forum on May 17, 2018, time and place to be announced. We have been
informed that the campus governance leaders have proposed a forum to
be held in early September on the issues confronting the College, and
this provides an additional opportunity to collect information to inform
the search.
We approach this search with confidence that the College has a
bright future, although we acknowledge that there are challenges to be
confronted as we all work to fulfill the mission of serving our students
and the community.
Jorge L. Gardyn, MD, FACP
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Unfortunate . . . but Necessary

College holds active shooter drills to help safeguard campus against threat of gun violence
by Harvey Garcia
Managing Editor
Everyone is aware of school shootings throughout the
country. Throughout the semester, students have been receiving emails of drills to prepare NCC’s campus for such
an unfortunate event.
For the past few semesters students, faculty, and others on campus have received the following “Public Safety
Reminders” regarding active shooter drills schedueld for
different buildings.
Last month, a drill was staged in Bradley Hall. Several days in advance, the campus received the following
email from Martin Roddini, chief of Public Safety:
On Tuesday, March 20th, 2018, there will be an
ACTIVE SHOOTER DRILL in Bradley Hall. The drill will
take place in the morning hours and will involve personnel assigned to the Building. The Nassau County 3rd Police Precinct has been notified as well as “911.” During
the drill, the area will be “OFF LIMITS” for personnel
not involved, and Public Safety will have assigned posts.
This drill will include some students. Simulated gunshots

by Nsikak Ekong
Editor-In-Chief

College officials say that these drills are important to
prepare campus security and local authorities if such an
event were to occur.
“The drills are an effort to be as prepared as we can
be for the possibility of an active shooter on campus,”
said NCC President Hubert Keen. “They are important
because we learn, during the drills, ways to act that would
not otherwise be apparent to us.”
The drills are a live training process for a real time
situation.
“The preparation is in two phases: a training session
with a Public Safety officer and a video presentation, and a
simulation of a shooting,” said Keen. “Both types of training are helpful for participants to envision how to act in
their setting—classroom, or office, etc.—in case of an ac-

tive shooter.”
These drills will continue to be practiced so not only
they become muscle memory, but if an additional improvement to the drills were to be implemented, the transitions will be smooth.
“The drills will be conducted for all units of the college that request they be done and are willing to participate,” said President Keen, “We constantly assess the environment and take all reasonable measures to make the
campus safe.”
There is an intention to double-down campus security
within and around campus.
“Yes, we are currently upgrading the professional development of the Public Safety Officers by sending them
for a full training program at the Nassau County Police
Academy,” said Keen. “Upon completion of the six-month
training, which is done in session with NCPD officers in
training, we will be deploying them on campus as peace
officers with expanded duties and authority, including approval to carry firearms.”

ceived from Nassau County to allow NCC to temporarily
repair/close damaged roof areas of the building; however,
DPW approval is still pending. Once completed, the building
will house the Performing Arts and Theater Arts Programs.
Faculty Development Center: There will be a renovation of the last remaining wooden structure associated with
Mitchell Air Force Base. This building is one of the older
buildings on campus, dating back to the World War II era.
Brick Café Renovation for Center for Students with Disabilities (CSD): The design is now at the 90% completed
stage and is expected to be completed by March 2018. A
contract for the building will also be awarded.

Data Center Redesign and Upgrade Project: This project
will include renovated spaces with state of the art, energy efficient cooling systems.
Concrete Ramp Replacement Project: NCC has accepted
the pre-fabricated design done by industrial designer Billings Jackson; design work is proceeding. This project will
restructure the ramps that connect to the A, B, C, D, E, & F
clusters. Concrete ramps were built back in the 1970s.
North & South Hall ADA Ramp Replacement: Repair to
ramps of Building N, also known as North Hall, and Building
S, also known as South Hall, are being made. Completion is
expected in Spring 2018.
Art Gallery Relocation: Back in the Fall 2017 semester,
the Firehouse Gallery was relocated to the main plaza level
of the T Tower from the room next store to the CCB Glass
Atrium.
Fire Alarm Upgrade Project: Buildings S,H , and Y will
have installations of new fire alarm systems. Building Y, also
known as Bradley Hall, is complete. South Hall and Building
H are 95% complete.
Install new Fire Alarm Control Panel (FACP) in clusters
A, B, C, D, E, & F and Building P (Physical Education Complex). Equipment has been installed in clusters A, B, D, E,
and F. Existing systems will be tied into the new equipment.
Elevator Restoration Project: A contract has been awarded to Alliance-Unitec Elevator. Work is to begin immediately
after the contract is processed, beginning with Library elevators.
Utility Cost Reduction Program: After the Request for
Proposal (RFP) contract with Troy & Banks has been fully
executed; the consultant’s fee will be based on a percentage
of credit/savings identified and includes them reviewing and
auditing all NCC utility service. It is currently in the data
collection phrase. The project’s duration is approximately six
months.

may be heard by persons not involved in the drill. An
NCC Alert will be sent the day of the drill announcing
its start, and an NCC Alert will be sent when the drill is
completed. Thank you for your cooperation.

New Sustainability Projects at NCC

The Engineering, Physics, and Technology Departments
of Nassau Community College in association with the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) hosted the 7th Annual NCC Green Day.
The day was filled with education in green building practices and learning methods used in the design and
construction industries to make energy projects more efficient and better for the environment. The event was hosted
by Ninah Shah-Giannaris, P.E., LEED AP, CPHC, Associate
Engineering Professor at NCC.
During the first half of the event, Joseph Muscarella, Vice
President of Facilities Management, spoke about new sustainability projects that are going to occur at NCC.
These projects include improving/revitalizing the older
facilities that reside on the NCC campus. Muscarella gave an
in depth run down of all the projects.
West Parking Lot Restoration: Over the past couple of
months, construction has been in progress for the West Parking Lot, which is located near the front of the school.
A second entrance has been made off of Charles Lindbergh Blvd., which will ease the traffic and reroute the NICE
buses.
Construction is currently being done on the G Building
Faculty Parking Lot.
A two year duration is expected for this project.
108 Duncan Avenue Renovation: Nassau County Planning Commission (NCPC) approved a minor subdivision at
a 10/19/17 meeting; NC Legislature also approved the property transfer.
A new deed has been executed and will be recorded in
Nassau County Clerk Office; a copy will be forwarded to
SUNY to secure the funding so that the building can be renovated. This building will be the home for the new culinary
program introduced to NCC.
Potential Theater Building Project: A draft memo re-
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SGA Election Scheduled for April 30 and May 1

Nassau Voice ticket stresses campus awareness of mental health issues; Progressive team
calls for greater campus awareness of student life opportunities; both tickets stress campus
unity and fair access to funds for clubs
by Lauren Taglienti
Copy Editor

by Christopher Morris
News Editor

Student Government Association (SGA) elections
are on Monday, April 30, and Tuesday, May 1, and two
groups of students, Nassau's Voice and The Progressive
Team, are competing against each other for positions in
SGA- president, vice president, secretary, treasurer, student trustee, academic senate chairperson, and public relations chairperson.
The members of one team, calling themselves Nassau's Voice, consist of Reggy Elizer (president), Luisa
Garcia (vice president), Alex Figueroa (student trustee),
Mat Orsak (treasurer), Victor Berenice (public relations),
Christine Baily (academic senate chairperson), and Jiayang Zhou (secretary).
The members of the ticket, known as the Progressive
Team, are Sanjib Ahmed (president), Juan Pablo Andrade
(vice president), Hyejeong Lee (academic senate chairperson), Escarlett Gac (public relations), Jenny Francois
(student trustee), and Maria Sophia Pacheco( secretary).
At a candidates’ forum held on Monday, April 23,
members of Nassau's Voice said they want to increase

campus awareness on issues such as mental health and
disease. Berenice, who said he has Crohn’s Disease himself, said, "Everybody suffers. Everybody goes through
things. Not everybody grows through them. Some people
choose to internalize that and then they just walk around
life with a chip on their shoulder. I want to be that person
to show them that they don't have to live life like that."
They also want the clubs' budgets to be decided based
on how big the club is and for the clubs to grow.
Orsak said, "There's a lot of clubs. There is not a lot of
awareness about those clubs. So one of the things I would
like to do is work with Programming Board to help shed
light on all the clubs and various programs that could help
students along their journey to a four year university."
Figueroa said, "All clubs are different and the budget
they should be getting is about the size of the club. I think
size is a very big factor on how much their budget should
go to them."
Francois, from the Progressive Team, said, "From
what I heard, the budget is not divided equally to thee

								
				

clubs. This is something that has to change."
Andrade echoed this sentiment, saying, "Some clubs
have felt that they've been given more access or more
money. I want to make sure that it's both fair and balanced."
The Progressive Team's main focus is bringing the
students together and making all of them feel equal, as
well as making NCC a place to be proud of.
Pacheo said, "I've met so many great people that had
the same experiences that I did. I joined clubs, talked to
different people, realized how many opportunities this
school has to give, and that made me feel so great that I
want everybody to know what this school has to offer."
Polls will be located in the College Center Building.
Hours are Monday from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. and Tuesday from
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Students in our college should vote for
our next SGA. It is important because SGA represents the
student body and can make a difference for our campus.

Congratulations!

2018 SUNY CHANCELLOR’S AWARD RECIPIENTS

							
						
						
						
						

Natasha Gibson
Annabelle May
Wangpeng Meng
Sandra Riano			
Jonathan Salazar			

Yasmine Koutsivos
Morgan McKinnis
Remonda Missha
Thérèse Russell
Julia Stackpole

2018 WHO’S WHO AWARD RECIPIENTS

					

				
			
			
						
						
						
						

					

by Mitchell Ki
Arts Editor

Hernan Sanchez Garcia
Natasha Gibson
Yasmine Koutsivos
Angel Landino 				
Tavion LaPalmer
Wangpeng Meng
Christopher Moffatt
Joshua Molineaux
				
Amber White

Muhammad Mughal
Stanley Parathath
Sandra Riano
Zachary Rodrigues
Amanda Rovalino
Jonathan Salazar
Julia Stackpole
Zainab Vasi

2018 STUDENT ACTIVITIES AWARD RECIPIENTS

						
						
						
						
						

Esther Devil 			
Nsikak Ekong
Megan Rose Gavia			
Osatohanmwen Irowa
Raghav Khurana
				
Victoria Valvis

Destiny Nails
Isbah Qasim
Sasha Rosales
Lauren Taglienti
Alessia Tocco
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Walter Geer: Digital Advertising Pioneer

By Nsikak Ekong
Editor in Chief

Walter Geer is a veteran innovator of the digital advertising space.
Geer holds a total of six U.S patents for digital ad formats, and has developed ad products and implemented
creative strategies for a variety of publishers and leading
technology and media companies, including Google, Viacom, New York Times and MySpace.
Currently, Geer is the Vice President and Creative Director at Verve, where he is responsible for re-inventing
and revitalizing the way brands and advertisers connect
with consumers through transformative mobile technology.
Earlier this semester, Geer was the Marketing Club’s
guest speaker, sharing his story and how he ended up
where he is today.
Geer grew up on Long Island. He said he wasn’t the
best student in high school and ended up attending SUNY
Delhi.
He said he believes that you don’t have to have that
Ivy League school behind you to do what you want to do
for your future.
After two years, Geer transferred to a four-year university for track and field, but couldn’t afford tuition in
his senior year. He ended up staying home until his dad
suggested to him to take up web design.
At the time he didn’t know what web design was and
didn’t even have an email address.
He accepted a job as a web producer and ended up
going to the library for two weeks to learn enough for the
job and continue to learn. After about six/seven months
in, he ended up moving to Boston to work for JP Morgan.
That was his entry into web design and it changed
what he was doing. He moved back to New York and
worked for the New York Times and started getting advertising experience for brands.
“That was the time where ads were being intrusive and
got someone to click on it,” Geer said. It was from there
that he started to focus on developing rich media experience.
From there he went on to work for Google as a rich
media engineer and pivoted quickly from there to Viacom.

When he entered Viacom, he stepped out of the role
of the guy who was trying search himself over and came
“closer to a sales idea guy.” His role was trying to figure
out and create incremental revenue.

Soon after Viacom, Geer started working at MySpace
and became part of the executive team in rich media. He
left there and went to another company that was purchased by Seismic.
After that company,
Geer went to Verve where
he is currently the vice president and creative director
and leads a team that creates innovative solutions for
everyone and advertisers.
At Verve they use a system
called Location Data.
Geer explained that location data tracks where you
live, work, and places you
go and bases off that information to “target relevant
brands that are relevant to
you.”
At Verve they want to
give people the experience
instead of an ad on their personal devices. One example
that Geer showed was an ad
that Verve did for the Tron
movie years back.
It showed the Tron movie ad taking almost the entire
half of the screen engaging
the user in the Tron experience.
Students that attended
got an understanding of
his story and how he went
through many different
companies to end up where
he is now and as a resource
for those students who want
a career in the digital marketing and advertising fields.

Holocaust Survivor Recalls Flight from Terror

By Crystal Huang
Staff Writer

On August 11, 1940, Mireille
Taub arrived in NYC, escaping the Nazi onslaught that
was rapidly engulfing much of Europe. Arriving at a refugee shelter, she was reunited with close family and lived
the rest of her life in America.
Though Taub was lucky to come to America when she
did, her painful memories of the months leading to her escape remain vivid. She recalled her experiences at NCC’s
Human Rights Symposium on Thursday, April 12.
Taub told the audience that prior to the outbreak of the
war, her family lived a normal life in Paris, just like many
other unsuspecting and innocent citizens of the country.
In 1939, however, Poland was invaded and bombs started
dropping.
Her family traveled from France to Portugal from June
to July, 1940. From there the family crossed over Spain,
whose dictator denied them access to shelter and forced
them to pay a fee for safe travel.
Taub and her family suffered tremendous pain as they
moved from one European country to another. They were

often cramped into small cars on trains, had to walk on
foot for days, and rode in wagons for strenuous hours until
they finally secured a boat ride to America.
During this time, they were investigated by German
soldiers, hidden by kind strangers, and shot at by military forces. When they arrived on Ellis Island, the family
drove to a refugee shelter that still exists in Brooklyn before they were picked up by family.
Taub also talked about her husband’s survival, which
she said was a tale of the “kindness of strangers”. She
noted that both families went through more than enough
hardships and violence for a hundred lifetimes. But their
experiences also showed how people can be good. or bad,
depending upon their choices..
Before the war, Taub’s husband’s family was just like
any other.
Later on, as rumors of the war escalated, her husband,
David, was forced to be sent away from home to a village
to live with a strange host family for many years while
the parents stayed back. After a few years, he returned to
his family to find out that his older brother had joined the

Resistance after being captured by German Nazi soldiers
and escaping.
As the war escalated, David and his parents were determined to run and hid in friends’ homes. Through acquaintances they were able to secure a safe route to Unoccupied France, helped by a group of Resistance fighters.
Unfortunately, the family was tricked and captured by
soldiers and brought into a “ghetto village.”
Through some kind of bargain, David’s mother was in
disguise able to secure David to be sent out of the village
and into a Catholic village, where he would be raised as
one of their own in disguise. Though after several years
the father was fortunately able to escape to an isolated
village, the mother remained in the “ghetto village” until
liberation and the end of war in 1945.
The pain Mirielle Taub and her husband endured
cannot be placed into words. Nor can their sufferings be
placed with weight because it holds too much. The lives
that were lost during WWII can only be remembered and
honored. Those who survived are heroes worthy of admiration and respect.
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Anime Club: Spirit and Camaraderie			

Arts Editor

by Kit Morris
News Editor

Anime is more than just entertainment. At NCC, the Anime Club helps explore ideas and relatable issues. The club discusses how anime is influenced by Japanese culture and how society’s issues are related to today's world. They
want to make anime more familiar and show people what it really is, and they have a
unique take on western animation and its effects on fans’ lives.
“The Anime Club is about watching anime,” says Alex Moy, president of the
Anime Club. “We learn about different cultures, specifically Japanese ideals and philosophies. Some of the things that they tackle would be depression, mental illness, and
social economic issues. The layout of our club is that we have club meetings every
week, Tuesday and Thursday at the club hour. What we do is we watch two episodes
to three episodes of a show. At the end, we have a discussion and we talk about the
issues. Some of them are fun; some are more serious.”
Moy joined the Anime Club last year, during the spring of 2017. “I wanted to join
a club where the focus was something I was interested in,” he said. “I became President of the Anime Club because I wanted to continue the spirit and camaraderie we
have in the Anime Club.
He continued: “Last semester, I was treasurer and learned a lot about organizing,
planning and budgeting for the club, and it has helped with our work this semester
too. My main goal is to make sure that everyone is able to get along and enjoy themselves.”
Moy said that the Anime Club is not only about learning about new anime, but
learning how to enjoy it and the friendships fostered because of that interest. “I find that
very fulfilling,” he said. “Everyone in the club is fairly inclusive and open.”
The other e-board members of the Anime Club are Marquis Belizairo, vice president; Liv Olane Jean-Claude Lucien, Treasurer; and Jeffrey Valdez, secretary.
As vice president, Belizairo does everything in Moy's absence. As treasurer, Lucien
manages the money and plans events. As secretary, Valdez keeps a track record of the
members who come to the meetings and getting to know them as best as he can.
Review

by Kit Morris

Valdez says that the Anime Club has helped open him up and that being secretary has
been a very positive experience for him.
Lastly, Moy advises the students to join the Anime Club because it’s entertaining,

open to everyone, and a relaxing place to get away from their daily life in school.
The Anime Club meets during club hour in F241, and their office is in the College
center, Rm. 315.

Ready Player One Rocks

News Editor

Ready Player One, the
movie that every gamer
and pop culture fan needs
to see, is an amazing film
that takes place in the year
2045. People have given
up on reality and instead
live their lives in the Oasis,
a virtual reality universe
made by James Halliday.
After his passing, those
who live their lives in the
Oasis are sent on a quest
to find three keys that will
unlock the greatest Easter
egg that pop culture has
ever seen. This Easter egg
gives the person that finds it
total control over the Oasis,
which is the future of mankind.
Wade Watts, known in
the Oasis as Parzival, along
with his friends Aech, Sho,
and Diato are four of the
many Oasis players that
want to find the Easter egg.
Each key is found through
a quest. The first quest is

a race: the hardest anyone has ever faced. After
meeting another player
named Art3mis, researching the past of Halliday,
and learning the secret of
the first quest, Parzival
claims the first key.
But now that the entire universe of Oasis
knows who he is, including Nolan Sorrento, CEO
of a group called IOI, who
will do anything to get to
the Easter egg, Parzival,
Art3mis, and the rest of
their friends have an even
harder time finding the
other two keys.
This movie is fantastic. As a gamer, I love
looking at all of the actual
gaming Easter eggs that
were put into the film such
as references from Overwatch, Minecraft, Space
Invaders, and many more.
There are also references
to movies and TV shows.

At one point in the film, the group even goes into Stephen
King's The Shining.
Other than the amazing plot and all of the pop culture references, the film even has a great sound track with
many iconic songs, such as “Jump” by Van Halen (the
opening track), “One Way Or Another” by Blondie, “Everybody Wants To Rule The World" by Tears For Fears,
and “We're Not Gonna Take It” by Twisted Sister.
This movie is one of the best I've ever seen and I
strongly recommend it. Even if you're not a gamer or a
pop culture fanatic, you will love this film for its plot,
music, special effects, and so much more.

Nassau Concerts
presents,

Set It Off with

Patent Pending

Thursday, May 3
11:30 a.m.
Quad

Free for NCC Students!
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Resolutions for Earth Day

If your New Year’s resolution has begun to fade, make an Earth day resolution that
can benefit you and your environment. Most people spend Earth day taking pictures
of trees for Instagram, but beginning this Earth day, you can bring a healthier changefinancially and physically-in your lifestyle while keeping the Earth above waters.
One of the effective resolutions you can make is using less paper. Although, at times,
that can be too much to ask for, it is possible with the help of technology. The most common form of billing is with a paper receipt. However, this can be avoided, now that most
stores offer an electronic receipt. The electronic receipts aren’t only common in shopping malls, but they’ve also made their way into grocery stores. When you find yourself
at the end of the checkout line of a grocery store, you can ask the cashier for an electronic
receipt by giving them your email. Another way you can reduce the use of paper is sharing any paper assignments and documents through email. It’s always irritating when you
have to drive to your work/school only to hand in a paper, but you can email the same
paper while staying in bed and potentially saving millions of trees. Unless the work is
required to be handed in the form of paper, email is an eco-friendly alternative to paper
at your convenience.
What makes Earth so important is the intelligent life it consists of; therefore, Earth
day isn’t only about Earth but also the people it shelters. Humans can help Earth by
choosing healthier options which simultaneously helps themselves.
The U.S. is home to 260 million plus cars, making it the second largest nation in the
vehicle market. When cars are driven, they emit greenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide, which affects the environment negatively. Such gases are also some of the biggest
contributors to global warming. Therefore, we can help our environment by walking,
skating, or riding a bike. There are multiple alternatives to driving a car, all of which
happen to be healthier, physically and financially. Walking is one of the healthiest options, as taking walks are more than necessary for good health. A brisk, morning walk to
the store can be an active start of the day. The more you walk, the less money is spent on
gas. Walking can give you time to think about yourself and contemplate while keeping
you and the environment healthy.

Carbon dioxide harms the environment a great deal, but trees can absorb such damaging gases. Trees also emit oxygen which enables people to breathe. Considering the
amount of fossil fuels being generated every day, it is crucial to plant trees in order to
breathe healthily. You can start at home by planting in your backyard as a summer project, which would clean the air that you spend the most time around. If you happen to
lack experience, there are many environment sustainability organizations that seek volunteers to help plant trees in neighborhoods and parks. A mature tree can absorb nearly
50 pounds of carbon dioxide and emit enough oxygen for two human beings. Planting a
tree literally means sowing oxygen for humans.
Out of many ways to help the environment, recycling plastic happens to be the simplest and the easiest. You can start this process at home by recycling plastic bottles,
bags, cups, etc. Once recycling at home becomes a habit, then you can start recycling
the plastic waste from the streets of your neighborhood. Cleaning your neighborhood
inspires others to take part in the environmental change people need, which is why it’s
so important to recycle.
While global warming is damaging the Earth, humans are harming themselves
through their detrimental habits. Since the advent of timesaving technology, people seldomly walk to a restaurant or the grocery store. Minor alterations in their habits that
force humans to spend time outdoors can not only keep us healthy, but also open their
eyes to the environmental issues. Before change can be made in the environment, there
first must be brought a change into people’s everyday lives. And it’s only then that a difference can be made.
Recycling, walking, using email, and planting trees are some of the many ways to
show gratitude to Earth while staying active. Therefore, activities that improve our lifestyle and the conditions of the environment are the beneficial changes that needs to be
established in our lives.
Elisha Asif is the features editor of the Vignette.

		 Making Plants a Bigger Part of Our Lives
by Lauren Taglienti

Plants are the original humans. Humans think of themselves as constantly going through hell and overcoming struggles. Who knows about that better than plants? They grow
literally everywhere they can: between the cracks of concrete
as “weeds,” over each other, under each other; the list goes
on and on. Even long after human life has ended, their roots
will still find a way to blossom and bloom. Through all the
havoc humans have wreaked on them, plants will still survive plentifully. So, why not allow them to live if they allow
human life to persist? Instead of destroying nature to create
cities, why not incorporate plants into the architecture and
structures of cities?
Architecture is not an environmentally friendly practice
by any means, but it can have a less detrimental effect on
Earth’s health than it has up until now. The only way to do
this in ever-expanding cities is to bring nature back into the
cities. It is no coincidence that NYC’s air quality is so poor;
its steel and concrete do not foster life-giving oxygen. Plants
do, though, and they are more attractive and beneficial to human life than the lackluster skyscrapers of past generations.
Earth-incorporating structures are the buildings of the future.
They are the buildings that are needed now in modern society.
Danish Architect Bjarke Ingels, who designed 2 World
Trade Center in New York City, is one of these pioneers who
understands this and is taking the world by storm with his
innovative designs. Ingels has been erecting structures which
incorporate gardens and greenery to restore some of the nature that architecture inevitably destroys. He has begun doing
this in New York City by creating renderings of skyscrapers

which bolster outdoor gardens on the exteriors of the ambitious buildings.
Not only do plants improve the quality of air, but they
improve the quality of life of those who are around them,
especially in cities. Plants bring color to the otherwise manmade grayscale that has enveloped modern cities such as
NYC. What nature projects into the world can not only bring
color to the otherwise manmade greyscale that has enveloped
cities such as NYC, but it can be the highlight of someone’s
day and inspire them to do amazing things. A human’s environment plays a major role in their mood and behavior,
and plants are a simple addition to otherwise relatively ordinary structures that make them happier and more productive and motivated. When workers are more productive and
motivated, they produce better results for their companies.
Therefore, keeping nature in city structures actually impacts
businesses positively. Ingels understands this better than any
architect to date.
Ingels focuses on the concept of “hedonistic sustainability,” which refers to the ever-increasing population, cities, and
structures being built. Since more structures are being built,
why not have one structure serve several purposes, thus being environmentally sustainable? The need for environmental
sustainability and pollution control is at an all-time high, and
multi-purpose structures are key to conserving materials. Ingels’ inclusion of gardens throughout the various floors of his
renderings is perfect for creating fresh oxygen in the polluted
air of cities.
Another example of incorporating plants into architecture

is the Singapore’s project of bringing Nature back to the city
so much so that the city will be in the garden, rather than the
garden being inside of the city. The Singapore Supertrees,
erected in 2012, is part of the major tourist attraction known
as Gardens by the Bay. While an environmentally friendly
project of this size is not feasible in every city, Singapore is
certainly making its environmentally conscious voice heard
with these elaborate 25-50 meter plant-structures and paving
a way for other cities to follow in its footsteps. Not only are
the Supertrees environmentally friendly, but people pay a lot
of money to see them and spend time in the gardens, improving Singapore’s economy. More and more people are adopting Bjarke Ingels’ idea of hedonistic sustainability, and it is
changing the world for the better.
The world needs more creative thinkers like him who understand the exact importance of Nature in this world. Ingels
is already revolutionizing the way humans approach architecture; imagine what future generations can potentially create
from Ingels’ precedence.
(Today, it’s only several structures taking on natural components, but those few structures are paving the path for the
world to allow plants to enhance human life tomorrow.)
Ingels is paving the path of the future with plants, and following generations can either senselessly stomp out the path
to their own deaths or hedonistically follow it to cultivate
human life.
Lauren Taglienti is the Vignette’s copy editor.
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Why We Need Feminism

Opinions Editor

It is rare that you will find a black woman or any other woman of color who wants to
call herself a “feminist.” These women know feminism as the love child of white racist
ideals that seek only to exploit the labor of their hands. When this editor called herself a feminist one Christmas at the dinner table, her cousin Moni passionately declares
that she can never dare to assume
that title, when every step she
takes is guided by the hands of
her mother, grandmother, greatgrandmother, all of whom were
rejected and received no aid from
the feminist movement, despite
their obvious need for vindication.
She will never call herself
a feminist because, as far as the
women in her family know, feminism has always turned a blind
eye to the complexities of their
struggle as not only women, but
black women.
Furthermore, the feminism
they have been exposed to has
only ever sought to assert the humanity of white women, while
continuing to perpetuate the oppressive view that black women
are degenerate, savage, and deserving of no inalienable rights
on the grounds that they are not human beings, but rather creatures plucked from the soil
and rank of their continental inadequacy.
The feminism they have been exposed to has never concerned itself with the nuances
of their intersectional lives and subsequent needs of women of color, and if a movement
does not seek to represent

you or promote your emancipation then, well… the movement is not for you. I call myself a feminist, not in ignorance of the history of the word, but because I need feminism.
This editor needs feminism because she holds her truths to be self evident, that all
people are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. Below
are responses from Intro Women’s Studies students who were asked why they need
feminism.

April 25, 2018

Day of Service

11

2018 Day of Service

Members of the campus community turned out in
large numbers on Thursday, April 19 to participate in
the First Year Experience Committee’s annual Day of
Service. Students, faculty, staff and members of the Administration made sandwiches for the homeless, collected food for Nassau’s food pantry (the Nest), created
get well cards for children in hospitals, raised funds for
scholarships, distributed information about health issues, registered students to vote, and took part in a range
of other projects aimed at making life better for others.
Once again, members of the NCC community stepped up
and did the right thing.
Thanks to those who worked so hard to pull this important event together.

Classified Ads
The Truth

Life Begins at conception. True
Freedom of choice begins before conception. True
Freedom of choice after conception. False
Freedom of choice to kill your baby. False

Abortion kills.

Abstinence is the only right choice.

Alternative to Abortion

Choose Life for Me!
After 18 days you can hear my heartbeat.
After 40 days, you can measure my brain
waves.
After 45 days, I feel pain and respond to
touch.
Free Pregnancy Testing, Information, and
Counseling
Also post-abortion counseling.
Call: 1-631-243-0066
1-631-243-2373
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