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2HAPPENINGS What’s going on
this week at NCC?

                    Events
Will America soon be under water? Has Donald 

Trump declared war on immigrants?  Is America 
heading for a showdown with North Korea or Iran?   
If you have a thought about these or any other issues 
(including life at NCC), send it to Vignette’s Opinions 
section.  Opinions is seeking essays of 150-750 words 
from the campus community for fall 2018 issues.  Send 
submissions to OPINIONS, Vignette, College Center, 
Rm. 347 or email them to NCCVignette@gmail.com 
(subject line: OPINIONS).  Remember to include your 
name and telephone number.   

Is there a reporter in the house? How about a reviewer 
or photographer or a thoughtful columnist?  The Vignette, 
NCC’s student newspaper,  is still seeking reporters, 
reviewers, photographers, and other staff members 
for the fall 2018 semester.  No experience is necessary, 
though interest, enthusiasm, and idealism will help.  The 
Vignette meets on Tuesdays at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in 
its office in Room 347 of the College Center. Stop by!  

Like films? The Fan Followed Film Club meets 
every Tuesday and Thursday at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in 
South Hall, Rm. 101. 

The Student Organization of Latinos (SOL) meets 
every Thursday at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in Building G, 
Rm. 243.  The club sponsors field trips, sponsors an annual 
scholarship, promotes Hispanic cultural awareness, and 
more. New members welcome.  For information about 
upcoming events, text @ccb322 to 81010.  

Care about clean air, clean drinking water, consumer 
rights, voter registration, and other issues related to the 
quality of life in America and the world? Get involved 
with the NCC chapter of NYPIRG (New York 
Public Interest Research Group), which works on all of 
these issues and more.  Call (516) 222-0086 for more 
information. 

If you like planning campus events, NCC’s 
Programming Board wants to meet you!  The club 
meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays at club hour (11:30 
a.m.) in the College Center, Rm. 343.  All are welcome. 

Haraya, NCC’s Pan-African Student Coalition, 

meets on Tuesdays amd Thursdays at club hour (11:30 
a.m.) in Building G, Rm 323. All are welcome.  For more 
information, email Harayancc65@gmail.com.  

Want to unwind and have some fun?  Try the 
student lounge (College Union, second floor).  The 
lounge features pool, ping-pong, and other games. For 
more information, visit the lounge or call 572-0682. 

NCC’s Career Center holds walk-in hours every 
Thursday from 9:30-11 a.m.  in Nassau Hall, Rm. 14.  If 
you have a career question, need some career advice, or 
want to learn more about the Center’s resources, stop by.   

NCC has your back! Mentors are waiting to talk 
with you and to answer your questions about  classes, 
financial aid, time management, areas of study and 
anything else related to life at NCC. To sign up for a 
mentor, go to ncc.edu/mentoringprogram.  Questions? 
Email mentoring@ncc.edu  

Did you know  that student veterans at NCC have 
their own center? The Student Veterans Center, located 
at 365 Rice Circle, is open daily (Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.). 
The  Center offers offers veteran benefits workshops, 
leadership opportunities,and opportunities to meet other 
veterans.  Stop by and see what the Center is all about.   

PeaceWork, a student club devoted to exploring 
alternatives to violence, invites the student body to join 
the group and be an advocate for peace.  The club meets 
every Thursday at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in G-375.

 Amnesty International, a student group devoted to 
understanding human rights issues, meets on Tuesdays at 
club hour (11:30 a.m.) in G-375.   

In search of a way to work out and relax?  Try 
SPIN-Mondays at 5 p.m., P-105; Kettlebell--Tuesdays 
at 5 p.m.--P-105; Yoga--Wednesday at 5 p.m., P-117; 
Cardio Kickboxing--Thursdays, 5 p.m., P-117; and Tai 
Chi--Tuesdays and Thursdays--11:30 a.m., P-120).  For 
more information, call 572-7684, ext. 26602. 

NCC Pride Club meets Thursdays at 11:30 a.m. in 
G-333.   All are welcome

Want to do something good for someone else 
Volunteer at the Nest (Nassau Empowerment and 
Support for Tomorrow), NCC’s food pantry.  For more 
information, visit the Nest’s website at nestncc.weebly.com.  

Academic Information
     
Emergency school closings will be announced 

over the following radio stations: AM: Walk 1370; 
WOR 1010; WCBS 880; WHLI 1100; and    WINS 1010. 
FM: WALK 97.5; WBAB 102.3; WBLI 106.1; B103.1; 
KJOY 98.3; LOVE 96.1; WMJC 94.3; WRCN 103.9; 
and WHPC 90.3.  School closings will also be announced 
on News 12 Long Island and channels 2 and 4 and will 
be posted, on the NCC website, www.ncc.edu as well as 
www.wor710.com and www.WCBS880.com. 
     The NCC Library’s hours are Monday-Thursday, 8 
a.m.-9 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-8 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m.-
4:30 p.m.  The Library will be closed on Sunday.  

With final exams on the horizon, you may be looking 
for a quiet space to do some serious studying.  Think NCC 
Library!  The Library will be open until midnight on the 
following days: Thursday, April 26; Monday, April 30; 
and Tuesday, May 1.  Study groups welcome!

The Writing Center’s spring 2018 hours are as 
follows: Writing Center (Bradley Hall, first floor): 
Monday, and Wednesday, 8:45 a.m.-2:45 p.m.; Tuesday 
and Thursday, 9:15 a.m.-3:15 p.m.; Friday, 8:45 a.m.-2:45 
p.m. Library Annex (Second Floor, Rm. 233): Monday 
and Wednesday, 12:30-8 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday, 10 
a.m-7:45 p.m.; Saturday, 10:15 a.m.-3:30 p.m. For more 
information, call 572-7195.

Looking for a quiet place to study?  Try the Study 
Lounge on the third floor (Rm. 310) of the College Center.  
Hours: Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Registration for summer classes at NCC has begun! 
Make an appointment with your advisor and register early. 
Dates: Summer Session I: May 29- June 28; Summer 
Session II: July 2-August 2; Summer Session III: Aug.  
6-22. Weekend and online classes also available.

Follow NCC news on Twitter.com/NCCVignette 
and Twitter.com/fye_nassaucc as well as on the First-
Year Experience blog, “What’s Up, NCC?” www.
whatsupncc.blogspot.com.  

If you’re returning to NCC this fall, come and write or take pictures for the 
Vignette!  We seek reporters, reviewers, photographers--anyone with a passion 
for keeping readers informed about what’s happening at NCC and beyond the 
campus.  No experience is necessary--but energy, idealism, and a willingness 
to learn are essential.  Call (222-7071) or email us (nccvignette@gmail.com).  
We’d like to hear from you.

 *  *  *  
This is the last issue of the Vignette for the 2017-2018 year.  The Vignette 

staff wishes its readers a healthy and happy summer.  Congratulations to all 
those NCC students who will be graduating in May or August.  To students who 
will be returning to NCC next year, see you in September!!  
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Stamp out silence. 
Write a letter to 

the editor.
 

Write a letter to the editor.

The Vignette is the official 
student newspaper and student voice 
of Nassau Community College.  It is 
published throughout the fall and 
spring semesters.  Membership is 
open to all NCC students.

The Vignette welcomes letters 
to the editor as well as Opinions 
articles.  Letters should be limietd to 
350 words.  Opinions essays should 
be limited to 700 words.  Letters 
and Opinions pieces must be signed 
and contain the author’s telephone 
number or campus extension.  The 
newspaper will withhold names on 
request.

The editorial board reserves 
the right to edit stories or letters for 
clarity and length.  Views expressed 
in letters and Opinions essays do 
not necessarily reflect those of the 
editorial board.

The Vignette accepts classified 
and display advertisements from 
campus and off-campus advertisers.  
Publication of ads in the newspaper 
does not imply endorsement of 
products or  services.   
                 

Address: Vignette 
Nassau Community College,  

College Center, Rm. 347, 
Garden City, N.Y. 11530  

Telephone: (516)222-7071
      nccvignette@gmail.com

     Richard Conway
     Faculty Advisor

  Contributors 
Avi Ezor, Patrick Leahy, 

Toniann Smith, Crystal Huang 

EDITORIAL 

The Vignette supports the First Amendment  to the United States Constitution.  
You should too!! 

Editorial Board

Nsikak Ekong
Editor-in-Chief

Harvey Garcia
Managing Editor

Christopher Morris
News Editor

Elisha Asif
Features Editor

Ibiene Minah
Opinions Editor

Raghav Khurana
Sports Editor

Mitchell Ki
Arts Editor

Lauren Taglienti
Head Copy Editor

Lowell Devon Pascall
Photography Editor

  

Final Words
There have always been people to hold us, guide us, and listen to us here at 

NCC. Sometimes they were faculty or they were fellow students, other times they 
were staff, and on rare occasions they were absolute strangers. As a student body 
we have made a hodge-podge family out of people we freshly met just months, se-
mesters, and years ago. We bid every student, faculty member, staff member and 
all others who will be leaving the NCC community this semester, either in gradu-
ation or retirement, an exuberant congratulations and a most heartfelt goodbye. 
You have all been part of the motor that turns our pipe dreams into realities.

In this issue we bring you truth, for that is what we stand by and frame ourselves 
around. The truth of the most -for the lack of a better word- funky election our 
NCC community has ever seen, rife with rule breaking, SGA secrets and denial of 
transparency to the public. We leave you with the truth of lives that go unseen on 
campus, professor and student profiles elucidating the talent and skill of the people 
that walk among us. We leave you with the truth of reviews with which you must do 
what you must and we leave you with the truth of our successes. Yes, the victories 
we fully earned this semester from gold medals at Nationals to spring banquets. 
Lastly, we leave you with the truth of human experiences rarely considered and we 
extend our arms to all in the NCC community affected by immigration, the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, and all other injustices against the dignity and right of every 
human being to life, liberty and pursuit of happiness.

           Ibiene Minah
           Opinions Editor
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NEWS

Sustainability Program Stresses Nutrition, Health Eating Habits

Healthy eating was the focus of the May 3 Food, 
Wellness, and Sustainability program held in the College 
Center Multipurpose Room, hosted by the NCC Campus 
Services Committee and the Nutrition Club and Sustain-
ability Club.   

The event featured a presentation by representatives 
of the Culinart Group.  Beautiful posters lined the walls 
of the Multipurpose Room and healthy refreshments 
were served by Culinart.  Those in attendance ate fresh 
and healthy chicken or roast beef wraps and drank re-
freshing pressed-cucumber and orange water and cups of 
hot coffee. 

Culinart’s Kim Hoban, the director of wellness, and 
with Steve Gerardi, the general manager, were the fea-
tured speakers. Hoban believes that healthy meals and 
lunches center around the NCC Students and that is why 
the team dedicates their time to think, act and serve. The 
company strives to serve well-balanced meals, empha-

sizes nutrition education, offers healthy tips throughout 
the café, and promotes healthy habits through a blog and 
social media. 

The company has created posters with “Eat Green, 
Live Green, Our Growing Commitment” that can be 
found around campus. 

The speakers noted that Culinart has many commit-
ments not only to the faculty and school, but also espe-
cially to the students. Culinart is very different from other 
culinary groups because it focuses on providing the best. 

Culinart has four kinds of services. The regional pro-
vider is a boutique dining service that has global support. 
‘Food First’ is a company run by culinarians and a re-
gional chefs network. There is also the “Health and Well-
ness” program, also known as the “Eat Well” program. 
Lastly, there is “Sustainability,” which simply means to 
promote sustainable practices throughout the culinary 
cooking experience. 

And that’s not all. The speakers noted that its team 
goes through training when they are thinking of what 
kind, type, brand, and location to get the ingredients. 

The goal of the event was to promote healthy eating. 
The speakers said that Culinart promotes and endeavors 
to create foods that are healthy, fresh, non-chemical, and 
delicious. They try to bring natural foods that are fun, in-
novative and creative.   

The company tries to find foods that are less than 10% 
of calories from saturated fat and 0g Trans-fat.  Second, 
they also try to get foods like dairy or poultry that are 
less than 800mg of sodium per serving. The ingredients 
also should try having beneficial sources of fat, including 
nuts, seeds, and other plant sources.

by Crystal Huang
Staff Writer

Around and About at NCC .  .  .
Photo by: Dean Charmian Smith

Photo by: Nsikak Ekong

Photo by: Nsikak Ekong

Photo by: Kristel Garces
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NEWS

by Nsikak Ekong
Editor-In-Chief

Nassau’s Voice Team Triumphs the Second Time Around

Reggy Elizer will be the president of the Student Gov-
ernment Association for the 2018-2019 academic year.  

Elizer, who was part of Nassau’s Voice team, will serve 
along with Luisa Garcia, who was elected vice president; 
JiaYing Zhou, secretary; Matvei Orsak, treasurer; Vic-
tor Bereneice, public relations chair; Christione Bailey, 
Academic Senate chairperson; and Alex Figueroa, student 
trustee.

All were elected on May 6 and 7 in an election that was 
a repeat of the election held the previous week.   

The entire election process was confusing to many and 
the lack of information about the Student Government’s 
actions added to the uncertainty. 

Vice President Romina Canales was in charge of put-
ting the entire elections together.

This year’s election season began in April with two 
information sessions attended by fourteen candidates run-
ning on two opposing teams: Nassau’s Voice and the Pro-
gressive Team. 

During the period before actual campaigning be-
gan, there were questions about the eligibility of Nassau 
Voice’s Presidential candidate, Reggy Elizer. 

This caused the SGA, the NCC Administration & the 
Office of Student Activities to investigate throughout the 
month of April.  Elizer was allowed to run. 

Two weeks before the elections the SGA along with 
the Vignette held an open forum so that students could get 
to know the candidates and ask them specific questions in 

regards to what they want to accomplish if they were to 
be elected.

The candidates had only one week to campaign and 
get their message across to the students to go out and vote. 
Both teams did a lot of campaigning with flyers, posters 
and public appearances at many places on campus.

However, during the days of voting, the candidates 
were not allowed to solicit and campaign in the CCB, ac-
cording to Student Government Association election rules. 

April 30 began the first round of the voting process 
from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. with students trickling in to cast their 
votes. The candidates were also campaigning all day 
around campus, but SGA got word that Elizer had been 
posting flyers in the College Center when he had not been 
allowed to. 

This caused  the SGA to remove Elizer from the ballot 
after April 30,  the first day of the election. On the second 
day of voting, Elizer was no longer on the ballot.  

Elisha Asif, a member of the Vignette, noticed the 
change when he came to vote at around 4 p.m. on May 1, 
two hours before the polls closed. “I voted around 4 p.m. 
before my class and I noticed that Reggy’s name was no-
where to be found on the ballot. Was he removed?” 

Many other students were asking the same question 
and had no idea on what was going on. Once the polls 
closed on May 1,  SGA held a meeting with the candidates 
with some NCC administrators. The meeting was in re-
sponse to Elizer’s complaints about having been removed 

from the ballot.
According to one of the candidates, Mat Orsak, it was 

following that meeting that SGA, strongly encouraged by 
Administration, decided to have a  new election the fol-
lowing Monday and Tuesday (May 7 and May 8). This 
time the ballot would include Elizer’s name. 

Many of the candidates were frustrated with SGA be-
cause they had to re-campaign, which caused them to pay 
out of their pockets for additional campaign materials and 
giveaways.  

Members of both teams joined together and even made 
a petition to stop SGA from going through with thea new 
election, but they were not successful. 

Two of the 14 candidates thought that the elections 
should be held again so that the results would be fair. The 
only problem with this re-election was the student turnout 
Would students come and vote for a second time?

SGA held the second rounds of voting on May 7 and 8, 
with Elizer’s name on the ballot, but this time the elections 
appeared to have a lower turnout.

Following the second election, members of the current 
Student Government declined to answer questions about 
their reasons for agreeing to a second election.  They 
would also not provide any information about the number 
of people who voted and the number of votes candidates 
for office received. 

 

In “do-over” election, Reggy Elizer and other Nassau’s Voice members elected to Student Government Association 
exec board for 2018-2019; SGA declines to explain decision to remove Elizer from original ballot

Competitive and Important
      by Ibiene Minah
       Opinions Editor

The hard work and strenuous dedication of the competitors of NCC’s Speech, De-
bate and Theatre team recently culminated in an unprecedented three gold win at the 
Phi Rho Pi Nationals. 

The team competed at two Nationals events this semester, the first at the Pi Kappa 
Delta Nationals -the honor society of Forensics teams belonging to four year and two 
year accredited colleges--and finally at Phi Rho Pi, the 
honor society for two-year and junior colleges. 

The team was coached by Professor Trent Webb, a fac-
ulty member in the Communications Department, who be-
gan coaching at NCC in the Fall of 2001 and had a history 
of coaching at Texas State and both Texas Tech University. 
His process for this semester was the same as it has been 
enforced for years: acclimate new students and make sure 
veteran students aren’t falling to complacency and resting 
on the previous season’s laurels. 

When recruiting competitors he tends to appeal to the 
Honors and Women's and Gender Studies programs because he’s found that those pools 
breed intelligent students who are exploring standing in their own voice and challeng-
ing the familiar way things are done. 

Asked about their approach to topics this year, Webb elucidated that almost every-
thing they did this year was cultural, taking its focus in advocating for marginalized 
groups. 

“The trend now in competition is almost everything is intersectional,” he said, “and 
I think that’s where millenials feel most comfortable. We tend to avoid topics that have 
been rehashed over and over. 

“While I won’t exactly ban a competitor from exploring an idea, if it’s something 
we’ve heard before I ask them to consider it in a fresh and new perspective.”

Going into the 2018-2019 academic year, the team will be defending three national 
wins. Webb attributes some of their success to the fact that they were aided by a newly 
hired assistant director, but mostly to the commitment competitors made and delivered 

on. 
In addition to on campus one hour meetings with their coach, 

competitors are expected to engage in three to five  hours of practice 
on their own. They typically go to two tournaments a month and 
travel intensifies during the spring semester. 

Their work ethic and schedules are nothing to sneeze at.  Most of 
the students on the team juggle other commitments, work, and main-
tain their gpa’s. Commitment to the team teaches students discipline 
and a lifetime of communications skills. 

Maybe most importantly it teaches students to be articulate 
and take a stance, to be able to defend their position from a well-

researched base of convictions. 
When asked where his competitors have moved on to and take a stand today, Webb 

fondly states that a lot of people go into acting, party planning, and non-profit work or 
some sort of public advocacy. 

One is currently an NYPD officer, another serves as an assistant to Governor Cuomo 
and the retiring captain and president of the team, Sandra Riano, is going on to Welles-
ley College in the fall. They are essentially the groundshakers that shepherd a new 
generation.

Commitment to the team 

teaches students discipline and 

a lifetime of communications 

skills. 

Bringing Home the Gold, Not Once, Not Twice, But Thrice
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      by Elisha Asif
       Features Editor

Jared Harel, NCC faculty member and poet, reads from new book

On April 16, the Creative Writing Club 
held one of their final Lit Live programs to end 
the spring semester. The guest of this event 
was the renowned poet, Jared Harel, who is 
also a faculty member at Nassau Community 
College and the advisor to the Creative Writ-
ing Club.

Harel recited poems from his recently pub-
lished book, “Go Because I Love You” which 
was dedicated to his daughter. The book in-
cluded themes of arrival and departure and of 
love and loss. Many of his poems are inspired 
by his life as a parent and his experiences be-
tween Long Island and Queens.

“Being a parent is terrifying. Suddenly, 
every side street, glass, or anything on the 
ground is very dangerous,” said Harel about 
his poem, “Father of Daughters,” which ex-
plained parenthood. However, Harel doesn’t 
only write poems on parenthood, but he also 
shines a light on subjects like youth and high 
school from his own memory. And in some poems, he also 

turns to current events.
His poetry has appeared in reputed journals and magazine, in-

cluding The Threepenny Review, Tin House, The Southern Re-
view, Poetry Daily, Massachusetts Review, 32 Poems, and Brook-
lyn Arts Press. Apart from being widely published in magazines, 
he has also been awarded the William Matthews Poetry Prize by 
Asheville Poetry Review and the Stanley Kunitz Memorial Prize 
by the American Poetry Review. 

“I’ve taken this Spring and Summer off from submitting work 
to journals, etc,” Harel said, regarding his plans after publishing 
his book.  “Instead, I’ve decided to refill the well, so to speak, and 
put that extra effort towards promoting my book, doing readings, 
and writing new poems.” 

NCC’s Lit Live program, sponsored by the College’s Englosh 
Department, features a series of readings and discussions by 
well-known authors, some from NCC and some from elsewhere,  
thoughout the school year.  The program will resume in the fall 
2018 semester.   

Jared Harel

Poems explore themes of parenthood and life in Queens and Long Island

The bare mini-
mum is we are taught by professors. If we are truly 
lucky we are taught by mentors, people who above 
and beyond the call of duty both as professors and as 
human beings. Such a person is Sensei Anne-Marie 
Bobko, a teacher and student of the principles and 
theories of Aiki-Jujutsu. Sensei Bobko teaches ka-
rate at NCC, both during the day and evening class 
hours. She began her training in 1993 at a school in 
Jackson Heights. At the time, it was not her inten-
tion to learn Self-Defense or study a Martial Arts 
as she was simply meant to be meeting someone 
at the school that particular evening. But when she 
sat down to wait I found myself watching, listening 
and learning with curiosity. The next week she be-
gan training in the Aiki-Jujutsu, a classical Japanese 
fighting system. 

Sensei Bobko has taught at various places and 
trained with many different people.  In the past she 
worked at a University in New York and a large 
amount of my time was spent working with students. 
When the opportunity arose for me to teach at NCC, 
I said yes. Sensei teaches from a structured curricu-
lum and in her classroom the physical application of 
Aiki-Jujutsu entails body grabs, strikes, escapes and 
controls. Blocks and attacks are taught in numeric 
sequence using the right and left side of the body. 
Being a woman who teaches a fighting system has 
challenged the mindset of some, and other students 
have found that it has been an education in opening 

their minds to certain stereotypes. Safety is the num-
ber one priority of her classroom at all times and 
every student is taught in respect to their inherent 
humanity, dignity and personhood. She herself was 
one of only a hand full of women when she began 
her training. Her teachers taught her as a student first 
and foremost, eye unclouded by gender stereotypes, 
bias or bigotry. The classical Japanese system she 
was trained under observes no gender bias; in feudal 
times, women were Generals of armies, great war-
riors and leaders. The Aiki-Jujutsu system is cur-
rently overseen by a woman and she was not the first 
told hold that position. 

When asked how important she feels physical 
education is, she responded “physical education 
teaches us to promote lifelong fitness and positive 
health.” In her classes she teaches students to be 
aware of themselves, grounded in their strengths 
and therefore assured of their dignity so that they 
are not swayed by minute offenses, but are more 
equipped to observe actual threats to their safety 
and take all moves to neutralize such threats. The 
Aiki-Jujutsu movements encompass the mind and 
body, training students to become one in all aspects 
of their being and redirect whatever energy comes 
their way. The form is not about fighting or pride 
or asserting machismo in any sense, it's about being 
able to stand strongly -calmly- in the center of one’s 
self and deal with the world from a place of ability 
and awareness.

       *      *       *
When asked about her art, FIT graduate and current librarian aide 

Ashley Markiewicz said, “I kind of draw stuff sometimes.” Her hu-
mility and modesty belie her actual talent and skill, which really took 
flight in high school. She credits the time and freedom of the pieces 
she did in high school to helping her iron out exactly what kind of art 
she wanted to create and how she wanted to devote her time to those 
endeavors. 

These days her art is mostly an exploration in illustrations that 
deviate or play around with the rigid rules of “fine art”. About a year 
ago she lost the use of right hand to carpal tunnel, which as writers 
and artists can attest to can be completely disorienting when your 
dominant hand is suddenly out of commission. 

But Markiewicz didn’t even consider allowing that to stop her 
craft. She started exercising the use of the left hand, teaching herself 
to be ambidextrous for the benefit of her art and daily use. Not too 
long after that her left hand succumbed to carpal tunnel as well and 
she found herself teaching herself to write with her feet. 

“At the end of the day it’s what you get used to,” she said. “You 
realize you can do more than you envision.”  Her instagram page @
armdoodles is littered with sketches and pieces she’s devoted time 
to, most of them inspired by urban realities like metro cards, plastic 
waste and navigating the streets of New York. 

“I want to do freelance, I want to do everything,” she says. “My 
dream is people will come to me and say “draw this for me and I’ll 
give you money. I could be doing a 9 to 5 drawing, a Rembrandt or 
big butts and I’ll be happy.”

NCC SPOTLIGHTS
     Faculty and students who make NCC special 

      by Ibiene Minah
       Opinions Editor
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by Avi Ezor
Staff Writer

Arts

The Tribeca Film Festival returned to New York this Spring, offering those interested 
a peek at the latest and greatest in cinema. Founded by actor Robert De Niro to celebrate 
the city in the wake of 9/11, it has since become one of the biggest events for independent 
cinema. This year, the festival boasted over 90 feature film selections, plus short films, TV 
shows, video games, celebrity talks, virtual reality, and more across six locations around 
Manhattan. 

Each screening was accompanied by a red carpet event, with the talent, often estab-
lished stars, getting rapidly photographed by a crowd of reporters as a nearby crowd 
begged for autographs and lines stretched around the block. As almost all of the films at 
the festival were world premieres, audiences frequently don’t know what they’re going to 
see, so there also the fun of seeing something new. 

With so much to do, so little time, and only one of me, I could only afford to go to a 
handful of events. Here’s my take on what I saw:

Bathtubs Over Broadway - This documentary centers on the bizarre history of “indus-
trial musicals,” stage musicals produced for shareholders meetings and private corporate 
events. These were grand, lavish, expensive spectacles where performers literally sang 
the praises of everything from gasoline (Diesel Dazzle) to bathrooms (The Bathrooms 

Are Coming!). They were never intended for the general public and many were only per-
formed once, but a few remnants of these performances survived thanks to records and 
industrial films or videos. 

Steve Young, a writer for The Late Show with David Letterman, quickly becomes 
obsessed with these musicals after using them as material for the show. As he tracks down 
as many records as possible and even locates some of the performers and songwriters, he 

discovers a world of theatre that is suddenly finding appreciation, and 
even learns a lesson about respecting our fellow man. 

Aside from featuring some of the funniest, craziest music and per-
formances I’ve seen in a while, the documentary has a lot of heart. 
Following the film, Steve hosted two live performances of songs from 
the movie, one of which was even sung by the original performers! 

Zoe - This film took place in a world where science has made great 
strides in improving romantic relationships, with accurate predictions 
of a couple’s sustainability and synthetic human partners. Zoe oversees 
the development of the latter at Relationist, a company specializing in 
the science of relationships. When she finds out that the chances of a 
successful relationship with Cole, a designer of “synthetics,” is zero, 
she decides to buck the system and attempt one anyway. 

However, all is not what it seems. While I don’t want to give much 
away, I felt that the storyline felt really cliched. Despite that, however, 
I felt invested with the characters. I did think that this film had one of 
the best sci-fi plot devices I’ve seen in a while. Early on, it is revealed 
that the next product at Relationist will be a drug that gives a couple 
the high of falling in true love for the first time. When the drug, Bena-
cyl, is approved, it immediately catches on. Soon after, Benacyl parties 
are everywhere, reducing the nature of love to nothing more than an 
addictive drug high, and some can’t even fall in love anymore without 
the drug. It’s a pretty brutal piece of social commentary, and easily the 

highlight of the film’s plot.
The Party’s Just Beginning - Many of these movies were directed by new talent with 

a cast of established stars. This film, however, is both. The Party’s Just Beginning was 
directed by actress Karen Gillian of Doctor Who and Guardians of the Galaxy, who also 
starred in the film. It takes place in Inverness, an era of Scotland where the idyllic sur-
roundings hide a disturbingly high suicide rate among young men. Karen plays a char-
acter who spends her days as a supermarket employee and her nights partying. Every 
night she walks home by a bridge under some train tracks where there’s always someone 
ending it all. The film juggles several storylines, many of them based on Karen’s own life, 
to form a portrait of love, youth, and what it’s like to grow up in a place like Inverness.

    A Slice of Tribeca 
Review

When seeing the words “Directed by Wes Anderson” pop up 
on screen, the average moviegoer can expect at least one thing: 
a brilliantly presented film. Not surprisingly, this is the case for 

his latest installment Isle of Dogs. But a well-made movie with no substance beneath the 
surface can bore even the most resilient movie buffs, which makes it all the more admi-
rable that Isle of Dogs offers so much more than its technical achievement. 

     Anderson has already flexed his inventively creative eye for stop motion animation 
in 2009’s Fantastic Mr. Fox, a film that pushed boundaries of what the medium was ca-
pable of. A mere nine years after its release, Isle of Dogs makes marginal improvements 
on the techniques implemented in Fantastic Mr. Fox, and it is in every respect a better 
film. The world that Wes Anderson and his team of animators create has so much depth 
to the point of feeling tangible and lived in. From the movement of individual hairs on 
the dogs themselves, to gorgeously detailed backgrounds enriching the atmosphere, this 
is about as believable as an animated universe can be. 

     The technical achievements certainly don’t stop at the animation. Every frame is 
a beautifully composed image complemented by immaculate lighting, the sound design 
palpably adds to the realism of the world, and the score energetically heightens the emo-
tional weight of the plot to unfathomable heights. There is not a single solitary flaw to be 
seen in the technical presentation.

     The film boasts a large ensemble of talent in stars, such as Bryan Cranston, Edward 
Norton, Greta Gerwig, Bill Murray and Jeff Goldblum, just to name a very select few. 

Each actor does an excellent job at bringing their already entertaining characters to life, 
and the interactions they share with each other are endlessly entertaining. Isle of Dogs 
can easily be labeled as a dark comedy, and its comedic value stems mainly from its 
talented cast of actors. 

     In just about any Wes Anderson film, any flaw or imperfection will almost al-
ways come from the story. This is unquestionably the case in Isle of Dogs, though not to 
any marginal heights. Judging Anderson’s films purely from their writing would compel 
just about anyone to question why he’s such an acclaimed auteur, because his notoriety 
comes from how his inventive visual style brings otherwise mediocre stories to life. Isle 
of Dogs suffers from structural problems, balancing different sub plots and even different 
flashback sequences. At times these moments do not mesh well with each other, and can 
often serve as lazy exposition dumps more than anything else.

     These issues do not falter the film in any major way, as the script is mostly tight, 
the dialogue is incredibly well written, and the technical presentation ensures that there 
is always some sort of entertainment value present. But from one of the most notable 
directors of the twenty-first century, blemishes in the narrative will stick out more than 
they would for a lesser known filmmaker. 

     Ultimately, Isle of Dogs is will undoubtedly be considered one of the year’s best 
films. It is yet another showcase of Wes Anderson taking a seemingly done-to-death style 
and breathing new life in to it. It’s entertaining, smart, funny, remarkably well made, and 
I strongly recommend it to anyone looking for something new.

by Patrick Leahy
Staff Writer 

 Isle of Dogs: Imperfect but Still Wonderful
Review
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by Toniann Smith
Staff Writer

Why Don’t We played at the Playstation Theater in New York City on April 21, 22, 
and 23 as part of their Invitation Tour.  

This boy band came into the scene in late September of 2016.  The boys range in 
age from 16 to 19 years old. They are an American Pop band with five members; Jonah 
Marais, Corbyn Besson, Daniel Seavey, Jack Avery and Zachary Herron.  Each of the 
boys had a solo career before forming the band.  

At the performance on Monday night, the band played to a sold-out theater.  They 
sounded amazing live.  Yes, they do have a lot of choreographed dance moves but they 
sang live!  The band interacted with the fans while on stage, which is a huge hit with the 
girl fans! 

I got to meet the band and they were so nice and grateful for their fans.  I was right 
in the front for the concert and they really made an effort to make eye contact with their 
fans and be enthusiastic.  

Why Don’t We performed all their own music, which consisted of about twenty 

songs, including from their new EP Invitation.  Their newest single, “Trust Fund Baby” 
was the #1 song on ITunes. 

The performance was good--very good.  The band was so energetic and danced 
throughout the entire show.  The boys showed that they truly appreciate their fans.  

Even though the PlayStation theater is a small venue, the band acted as if they were 
at Madison Square Garden!  The highlight of the show was when Why Don’t We came 
out in their tuxedos and also when they did one of their famous mash-ups.  The audience 
loved it!  The energy in the theater was electrifying.  Even some of the parents in the 
audience were dancing and singing!  

The hype from the crowd, the boys performing so well … all made it a very success-
ful concert!  Why Don’t We will be continuing their tour in New Jersey and then they 
are off to Europe.  

Remember their name. I really think this is a band that will be very well known in 
the near future! 

Concert Review

Why Don’t We  .  .  . Music that make Ya Want to get up and Dance!

NCC Student Art 
Competition

NCC’s Plaza Art Gallery concluded the year with its 
annual student art competiton, which ran through May  
7.   The competition  featured work in a variety of media 
produced by students in NCC art courses.  The competi-
tion reflected the students talent and commitment to their 
work. It was a good show!   
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Upside Down

  On Thursday, May 3, Patent Pending and Set It Off played a concert at NCC dur-
ing club hour. The bands say that they’ve played about 300 shows together and that 
they love playing on Long Island.

   Patent Pending consists of Joe Ragosta(vocals), Rob Felicetti(guitar and vocals), 
Marc Kantor(guitar), Corey DeVincenzo(bass), and Anthony Mingoia(drums). They 
played songs such as Hey Mario, Brighter, Douchebag, a cover of Everytime We 
Touch by Cascada, and an original NCC fight song.

   Set It Off consists of Cody Carson(vocals), Dan Clermont(guitar and trum-
pet), Zach DeWall(guitar), and Maxx Danziger(drums). Their setlist included Hyp-
notized, Wolf In Sheep’s Clothing, Life Afraid, Upside Down, and Forever Stuck In 
Our Youth. They are currently working on a new album. Carson says “I can’t give you 
a date. I can only tell you that we’re currently working with Mike Green. He’s done 

some really great pop rock and pop punk records recently so I’m so pop minded to be 
able to have myself grounded sometimes by a guy that has had his feet in both doors. 
It’s helping us get the aggression back a little bit. I’m really excited for everyone to 
hear what it’s gonna sound like.”

   Not only do the bands love Long Island, but those that attended the concert 
clearly love them as well. Some of the students stayed after the concert to speak to the 
bands, get autographs, and get photos, waiting for the next phenomenal performance.

Review

Set It Off and Patent Pending rock NCC at free outdoor show
by Kit Morris 
News Editor 

Club Profile

Nassau Concerts: Rocking Since 1978
Nassau Concerts is an organization on the NCC cam-

pus where students can work with famous musicians and 
gain experience in the music industry, music business, 
and just concerts in general.

 Back in 1964, Programming Board and Con-
certs Club used to be one organization called the Student 
Center Board whose main purpose was to run movies, 
craft events, dances, and concerts. 

 It wasn’t until 1978 when the organization split 
into two with one becoming the College Union Board, 
which would eventually be called the S.G.A Program-
ming Board, and the other becoming the Nassau Con-
certs Organization. Phyllis Kurland, their advisor, is also 
the current director of the Office of Student Activities.

Students that join will have interests in stage crew, 
lightning crew, event staff,  hostipitality and publicity 
staff as well many other smaller committees in the Con-
certs Club.

Students do not have to be a music related major to 
join. The majority of the Concerts Club eboard major in 
fields unrelated to music, but have a passion for music 
in general. “Everyone has a wide range of majors.” says 
President Kaitlin Santino. 

The other members of the eboard are Vice President, 
John Bartunek, Treasurer, David Cunha, and Secretary, 
Melissa Gordillo-Gomez.

Since joining, the eboard members have had a favor-
ite artist that has played at NCC. Gomez’s favorite art-
ist was R City. Bartunek’s favorites are Set It Off and 
Bowling For Soup. Cunha’s favorite was also Set It Off. 
Santino’s favorite was Drake Bell. He slept on a couch 
that our news editor, Kit Morris, sat on.

The Concerts Club members aren’t the only ones that 
are involved with the concerts. Students get to choose, 
based on a survey, who will be playing here. “We don’t 
really target a specific genre. We try to appeal to a wide 
range of students. We conduct student surveys. We go 
around campus and ask everyone who they’re interested 
in seeing. We try to appeal to a wide range of genres.” 
says Santino. 

The Concerts Club hopes that the new students that 
join the club “not only join for the friends, but also for the 
music.” says Gomez.

If you’re interested in joining the 
Concerts Club, they meet on Tues-
days and Thursday during club hour 
in CCB room 324.
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Did We Come Here to Die? 
There’s a commercial Americans know well enough; 

cue sad music: malnourished little black babies, flies sur-
rounding said little black babies, dusty village somewhere 
on the continent of Africa and voice over telling you how 
for 60 cents a day or something as equally preposterous 
you could save a child in need. As a born and bred Nige-
rian immigrant, those commercials never fail to make me 
laugh, sigh and change the channel. 

Growing up in Nigeria, I lived a pretty sweet life. I 
shared my weeks between my father, my god-mother and 
occasionally my mother's family, and it all made for a 
pretty good deal, according to my four year old judge-
ment. My godmother's house was on Victoria Island, 
across from an American expat neighbor who owned two 
male peacocks who were constantly vying for the atten-
tion of a lone female. My god-sisters and I attended a pri-
vate British primary school and our aunties and my dad 
regularly brought us gifts from their travels -one year I got 
a lifesize Barbie doll I took with me everywhere for years. 
My dad even owned among other pets a pair of monkeys 
I fondly named Tom and Jerry. We were as we say these 
days “outchea”.

Life was good by every stretch of the word and ev-
ery year my godmother made us go into the village to 
see the realities our fellow Nigerians lived through. Run-
ning water was hard to come by, modern medicine had 
skipped over them, if they had electric power  generators 
were on hand for during frequent flights of fancy when 
the Power Holding Company of Nigeria (PHNC) -literally 
their name- formally known as National Electric Power 
Authority (NEPA) decided to randomly cut electricity. 
People struggled but I do not recall any flies attaching 
themselves to any bodies.  I remember no distended bel-
lies and at many of my families holiday gatherings we 
joke that those commercials are staged. Somewhere in 
Hollywood there’s a set they use to represent every native 
world country in the world; yes, our realities are bad back 
home but there are just as bad, if not worse here. 

Most immigrants leave their countries under pressure. 
Violence, economic instability, oppression and a myriad 
of other problems drive people from their homelands to 
face uncertainty. For those who travel by water, capsizing 
is a harsh possibility their willing to face.  In February The 
New York Times covered the death of about 90 migrants 
off the coast of Libya. The passengers appeared to have 
all been Pakistani refugees who had been expelled from 
camps in Greece; a typical pattern of the state of refugees 
and migrants in Europe right now who due to bureaucratic 
red tape find themselves unable to stand on stable, safe 
ground. 

For those who travel much closer to home, like say the 
U.S. border from Mexico and other Latin American coun-
tries, dehydration threatens their lives if they even survive 
the treatment of smugglers and crossing the desert. In a 
piece done by VOA news, Greg Flakis communicated that 
“many of these people are driven by poverty and, especial-
ly in the case of Central Americans, by fear of violence in 
their home nations. They say they have little choice but to 
try again and again.” Time and time again death is a stark 
possibility everyone who leaves their countries is willing 
to face. By no means I do not mean to say everyone flees 
under dire circumstances, but for those who do death is 
nothing to fear. Death is on either side of leaving.

I was a child when my father and I first immigrated -I 
say first because in my experience as a child migrant who 
has moved more times than she wanted to, every move 
is an immigration. Every move means a leaving behind 

of the comfort and community cultivated with other im-
migrants and having to start over all again in majority 
white spaces. Every move is a goodbye with cultural and 
ethnic dynamics and dimensions. My father told me we 
were moving to Atlanta and in my naivete I envisioned 
that we were moving to Atlantis. I had no concept of what 
the reality of breaking ground in a foreign country looked 
like; we’d been happy before going and I only assumed 
we would be happy after. 

For the first year my dad retained his job back home. 
I was never quite clear on what he did, but it dealt with 
oil trading and the economy around it. My cousins and I 
joked once that there are only three jobs a person can have 
in Nigeria if they want to be financially stable consider-
ing how much the naira’s strength fluctuates: work with 
the oil industries like ExxonMobil, be a diplomat or hold 
a position of government power. It's a joke but its bears 
the shadow of truth. My dad was lucky enough to main-
tain his job...until suddenly he wasn’t lucky. And being 
in the U.S. without a homeland job to rely on put him in 
an odd place many immigrants know all too well. In our 
home countries we might graduate from university, hold 
Master's degrees and well respected jobs, but as soon as 
we immigrate our qualifications are stripped away. There 
is no U.S. system that recognizes the degrees of native 
countries especially Africa and Latin America. 

I know people who worked with ExxonMobil, as doc-
tors, lawyers, etc only to now be allowed entry level po-
sitions as home health care aids, security guards, beauty 
salon attendants, and so forth. And that's only because 
they’re the fortunate few who hold taxable jobs; otherwise 
they would be exploited in “under the table” positions by 
employers more than happy to take advantage of the fact 
that immigrants will work for less than minimum wage, 
do strenuous labor with no benefits, and basically work 
themselves to death just to be able to eat and send money 
back home. And they’ll do it all without reporting their 
employers for workplace abuse, impropriety or anything 
else egregious because they’re scared of law enforcement 
and don’t want to jeopardize their tenuous place in soci-
ety. 

Looking back on the memories I have of growing up 
in the U.S., I can imagine what it must have been like for 
my father to have me, his only daughter, see him stripped 
of his dignity. We couldn’t afford our own place so we 
often lived with a cousin or girlfriend of his. I slept on the 
couch for years, while my dad worked 12 hour shifts as a 
home health aid. Like other immigrant children, I learned 
not to ask for things or even want things. My dad worked 
hard so I could at least feed and clothe myself, could not 
and dared not ask for more. 

I didn’t know I was undocumented until I started ap-
plying for college in my senior year of high school and 
the reality of it was nothing short of disabling. Without 
financial aid there was no money to go to school, to live 
into the very reason my father had brought me halfway 
across the world from our family members. 

This is an unfortunate reality for too many undocu-
mented students. As first generation Americans, we’re out 
here on our own. Financial aid won’t cover us, scholar-
ships rarely make room for us -when I was struggling fi-
nancially this past semester and last there was no NCC 
scholarship for me despite my obvious economic needs. 
The FAFSA qualifications disqualified me, given that as 
an undocumented student I can’t file for FAFSA. Just like 
the NCC scholarships a lot of scholarships ignore that fi-
nancial need goes way beyond FAFSA, they negate the 

stark needs undocumented students face as they juggle 
supporting their families along with their parents, home 
instability and more. A handful of friends I have who 
also happen to be undocumented have been homeless too 
many times, worked insane hours, cared for their families 
if not basically raised their siblings because their parents 
are out trying to hustle and grind as well. 

Too many times my friends and I have been scared 
about how we’ll go on--we’ve had nothing more than pen-
nies to our name, we’ve cried. Oh, have we cried.  Our 
daily lives have been reduced to shame and embarrass-
ment, the lives we lead have become foolish. The burden 
on our shoulders is more than outsiders and even our own 
family members seem to be able to comprehend. 

And perhaps, yes, America owes us nothing, is be-
holden to none of our dreams, need not take care of us. 
But we are here and we cannot under any circumstances 
go home; home is the place of starvation, power outages, 
rampant killing and no sustainable way of living. Home is 
a mouth of knives. So we are here and we are your labor 
force and we are GPAs that have never faltered and we 
are work ethics that put Sisyphus to shame. We are the 
populus. And we ask nothing of America, we ask nothing 
of the system but to live up to her promise. We ask only 
to be seen.

If you think we came to steal your jobs, I say they 
were the jobs you did not want and the jobs that are killing 
us. If you think we brought our drugs, I say supply reacts 
to demand and was it not you that started opium abuse? If 
you think we brought the dregs of our lands, I say accord-
ing to whose dictionary.

When I started writing this piece I had an idea of what 
I wanted it to be, and while this is not I, it is what I feel 
compelled to say. As graduation grows ever closer I am 
nothing but a mass of worry, a thing of nerves, a being 
of fright. I am scared because every day I listen to what 
my fellow undocumented brothers and sisters are going 
through and I wonder if we came here truly just to die in 
lands that have not borne us. We have done what we were 
told to do, we aced the classes, our GPA’s are untouchable, 
we came home before it got dark, we covered for our par-
ents, we grew up. We have been good...and yet...and yet.

by Ibiene Minah
Opinions Editor

         An Invitation . . . . 

So with all of the crazy stuff 

happening in the world, surely 

you must have an opinion about 

something.  Give it some thought 

this summer and email it to the 

Vignette (NCCVignette@gmail.

com).  Include your name and 

number.  We’d love to hear from 

you. 
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                                                                                 Classified Ads

The Truth 
Life Begins at conception. True

Freedom of choice begins before conception.  True
Freedom of choice after conception. False
Freedom of choice to kill your baby.  False

Abortion kills.
Abstinence is the only right choice. 

Alternative to Abortion
Choose Life for Me!

After 18 days you can hear my heartbeat.
After 40 days, you can measure my brain 

waves.
After 45 days, I feel pain and respond to 

touch.
Free Pregnancy Testing, Information, and 

Counseling
Also post-abortion counseling.

Call: 1-631-243-0066
1-631-243-2373

Why Rhythm and Poetry 
(Rap) is in a Decline!

    Opinions

By Elisha Asif

Nowadays, lyrics of the mainstream rap music are composed of repetitive chorus’ that brag 
about money, sex, drugs, and assets. Such themes have become prevalent because of the lack of 
work they require, which is why there are so many different artists making similar music.

Like everything in the world, rap, too, has evolved. Many rappers have come along the way 
and changed rap for good. Rappers such as Eminem, Kanye West, Andre 3000, MF Doom, 
members of Wu-Tang Clan, Logic, and Tyler the Creator have all had a different yet a positive 
effect. These rappers have brought about change while sticking close to the fundamentals of the 
art form. However, some of the new artists tend to avoid the foundation of rap as they continue 
making music under the category of rap/hip-hop.  

“I feel like honestly people need to just suck it up and understand rap ain’t the same no 
more,” said Lil Yachty regarding the evolution of rap.

The style of new-school rappers simply thrives on ad-libs and a beat worthy of bobbing your 
head to. But, when these rappers do choose to rap, the subject of their lyrics is synonymous to 
every other new-school rapper. Some listeners may think of their style as a new addition to rap; 
but, most of the new artists have only deteriorated the genre since their style makes no attempt 
to improve rap—if they rap at all.      

Modern rap has become an outlet for subpar artists who seek fame and money through mini-
mum efforts. Once these artists do reach the point where they’re being signed by record labels, 
it then becomes their job to stay relevant. Such artists become accustomed to a wealthy life-
style, and to prolong their careers, they misuse their platform by constantly glamorizing drugs. 
Through reading some of the new rap lyrics, one can be persuaded to believe that pharmaceutical 
companies are sponsoring the rappers, for their lyrics rely on excessive use of prescription drug 
references.

Unfortunately, modern rap has become mainstream and one of the top genres to set the social 
trends. Their elegant clothing may become the ephemeral fashion without causing any harm; 
but it’s their music videos, in which they mix drugs, that makes drug mixing a trend amongst 
the youth. The advent of the new-school rap isn’t only harming the listeners, but also the rap/
hip-hop culture.

Rap was once considered rhythmic poetry, but all it is now is off-rhythm mumbling. Rap 
has been watered down with lazy artists who wish to be recognized as rappers, while  doing the 
absolute minimum for the art they represent. However, these artists will not stop infesting rap 
music until the listeners choose to step away from their music. The deficit in audience will drive 
away the artists that made music for money, and it’ll force the rest of them to work harder. Rap-
pers cannot save rap; only the audience can do that.

Elisha Asif is the features editor of the Vignette.

Starting your own business?

Selling a car?  Need a ride to school? 

Whatever your needs, advertise them in the 

              Vignette!

THINK 
SUMMER 

(SCHOOL)AT NCC!!

SUMMER SESSION I:
MAY 29-JUNE 28

SUMMER SESSION II:
JULY 2 - AUGUST 2

SUMMER SESSION III:
AUGUST 6- 22

WEEKEND CLASSES
JUNE 2 - AUGUST 5

ONLINE CLASSES
MAY 29- AUGUST 2
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An Open Letter to my Alma Mater To Be

You have been everything I needed you to be and 
rarely what I wanted you to be.  You were the first place 
that embraced me as a D.A.C.A. student with a big dream 
but limited funds to make those dreams come true by the 
force of her own might. The year I have spent in your 
classrooms, running down your stairs and begging your 
printers to hurry up for the love of god almighty has been 
the experience I needed to refine the intention of my de-
gree pursuits. 

When I enrolled, it was to the fulfillment of the natu-
ral progression of my life. Always a bit of an academia 
groupie it was guaranteed that sooner or later after gradu-
ating high school and after a gap year that never intended 
to end I would be in the pit of higher education. You see, 
when your father leaves his entire way of life behind so 
you can get the education your homeland didn’t promise 
you, anything short of making sure his decision to ignore 
the cries of “A girl? Kariso leave her here, waitin she go 
do for America?” is honored, is grounds for ancestral dis-
ownership.  

When we left Nigeria, the way I remember it no 
one was setting fire to the calluses of our feet, but I also 
thought Atlanta was shorthand for Atlantis so my eight 
year old perceptions are no reliable judge of the urgency 
or spirit that compelled my father to say goodbye to coun-
try, home and kin. Language separates immigrants from 
refugees on the grounds of who left voluntarily and who 
was sort of...reluctantly purged out but when I think about 
my family -all immigrants- I wonder what measures vol-
untary and how eager anyone really is to leave the 
only place where people say their names right. As far 
as I know everyone leaves under pressure. Violence, 
economic instability, oppression and a myriad of 
other problems drive people from their homelands to 
face uncertainty. By virtue of coincidence most im-
migrants find themselves in the countries that either 
colonized them -looking at you Great Britain- or in 
the countries responsible for their instability -whad-
dup America. When death or poverty or injustice is 
on either side of leaving how voluntary can it really 
be? 

To get to your doors I left many a place, have im-
migrated numerous times. I say numerous because 
in my experience as a child immigrant who has 
moved more times than she wanted to, every move 
is an immigration. Every move means a leaving be-
hind of the comfort and community cultivated with other 
immigrants and having to start over all again in majority 
white spaces. Every move is a goodbye with cultural and 
ethnic dynamics and dimensions. 

But every move brought me closer to the person I be-
came at NCC. Perhaps, I thought I was strong before, but 
now I know I am however you connote, denote and break 
the word down. Every semester has been a challenge I 
did not foresee; from hospitalizations to homelessness to 
taking evening classes. I have had an education in more 
than what my degree will recognize when it is embossed 
or printed or whatever it is they do. 

NCC brought me professors and mentors I was privi-
leged to be taught by, to enter shared intellectual space 
with. A community college experience gets a pretty bad 
rap out on the streets but those who diss us have no con-
ception of the mavericks we are becoming. The only rea-
son I have enjoyed being with you for so long is due to 
the inherent nature of your being a community college. 
There’s just something about a quality education, small 

class sizes, no student debt, and faculty-student relation-
ships that go beyond the rote order of a contract and truly 
engages with students on a humanistic level that values 
them as scholars-in-growth who are just looking for a 
new way to consider the world that honors their lived ex-
perience.  

I have had professors that go down as some of the 
coolest people I have ever met, professors who go down 
as some of the most altruistic and selfless people I know, 
professors whose complete dedication to their craft, to the 
work that that they do is inspiring and nothing short of 
amazing. We are becoming mavericks because we have 
been taught by mavericks. I realize after my time within 
your walls that my schtick is giving way too many fucks 
and I’m not ashamed of that because having had the en-
gaging, dimensional and thought-provoking professors 
I’ve had, I know that’s exactly what got them where they 
are today: giving more than necessary fucks about some-
thing beyond the call of duty.

I am grateful to the education and nurture I have had 
schlepping about your grounds, due to all of that I sit 
grounded in exactly the kind of woman I want to be and 
the kind of things I want to do, in tangible, emotional and 
spiritual ways. I commend you for being the only SUNY 
school to afford me the opportunity to pursue my Creative 
Writing A.A., you honored the desires of my soul -and in 
doing so guaranteed me a seat at the starving artists table 
I’ve been so arduously warned about.  

My mission as an individual, student and writer is to 

honor intersectional experiences and through my work 
fight for the humanistic equality and equity every human 
being has a birthright to just by virtue of being born. It 
was while I took my first Women’s Studies course, pre-
pared the portfolio for my first Creative Writing work-
shop and served as the Vice President of the Women’s 
Student Association that I learned that the epicenter of 
the work I want to ground myself in is work driven by the 
intersectional identities of communities who have been 
victims of erasure and invisibility culture. 

Indigenous people I see you, queer sisters and broth-
ers I see you, all my survivors and thrivers I see you, my 
conquerors of anxiety attacks and other mental challenges 
I see you. I have always believed that the more we know 
about how nuanced the human condition is, the more we 
can realize that we are all just breathing the same oxygen 
and transforming it to carbon.

We have come to the part of this letter where goodbyes 
must be said, rather tearfully and hideously and gratefully 
with no cameras around. Off to rolling, brightly decked 

hills I go. When I was young my answer to the question 
“What do you want to be when you grow up?” was al-
ways obnoxiously simple: I wanted to be everything. 

Now the answer has changed, but remains just as ob-
noxious -what can I cay, it’s my charm: I want to be a 
revolution I have often stated that some of the best revo-
lutions were started by students, but as we dive deeper 
into our current social and political climate, I realize I 
have been signifying. 

So Nassau, I beseech you, do not militarize the edu-
cation you provide nor should you politicize it. Yes, the 
personal is political but for nearly 4K a semester your stu-
dents deserve to pursue their goals without fear of I.C.E., 
armed professors, lack of menstrual hygiene products and 
a senate censored curriculum. 

I beseech you to consider your undocumented and 
D.A.C.A population who walk your grounds with needs 
more dimensional that you have equipped yourself to 
handle. (As for your buildings -between the two of us- 
peeling paint water stains and mold are not a good look on 
anyone. Also, Honors Women’s Studies courses: a neces-
sary thing that it is almost atrocious to deny your student 
body. And while I’ve got your ear, hire some youngblood 
for full-time faculty positions, when all that’s retiring is 
gone they’ll be nothing to teach the students but dust bun-
nies and old chalk marks.) 

 As first generation Americans, we’re out here on our 
own. Financial aid won’t cover us, and campus scholar-
ships rarely make room for us -when I was struggling fi-

nancially this past semester and last there was no 
NCC scholarship for me despite my obvious eco-
nomic needs. The FAFSA qualifications disquali-
fied me given that as an undocumented student I 
can’t file for FAFSA. Just like the NCC scholar-
ships a lot of scholarships ignore that financial 
need goes way beyond FAFSA, they negate the 
stark needs undocumented students face as they 
juggle supporting their families along with their 
parents, home instability and more. To this NCC, I 
say do better; no excuses, just make it happen. All 
we’re trying to be to be the success story you can 
claim alumni affiliation and patronage from in a 
few decades.

So yes, off to brightly decked hills I go. I am for 
the most part a version of “The American Dream” 
and soon they’ll be a degree in my hand that will 

be recognized and honored by almost every country in 
the world. And that is indeed a facet of  “The American 
Dream” after all, at least the immigrant American dream, 
to possess such a degree after coming from a country 
whose qualifications and degrees are not recognized and 
honored in the U.S. But ah, that is another letter, to a dif-
ferent entity all together. As for you my dear NCC, it’s 
been real. 

I’ll be seeing you*. 

*If they ask, tell them you knew me. And don’t forget, 
when you pre-order my book it goes on the coffee table 
not the shelf, more exposure that way.

Most gratefully and with all the hubris you’ll afford 
me,

Ibiene (ee-byeah-neh)  Minah (Mee-nah)

by Ibiene Minah
Opinions Editor

“My mission as an individual, student, and 

writer is to honor intersectional experiences and 

through my work fight for the humanistic equality 

and equity every human being has a birthright to 

just by virtue of being born.” 
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Transferring to Adelphi: 
As easy as one, two...
done.
Apply, enroll and register for classes all in one day at Adelphi. We make it quick and simple to 
transfer, without losing the credits you’ve earned. 
 
Come to one of our transfer events or schedule a visit to meet one-on-one with your transfer 
admissions counselor. On your visit, you can: 

• Learn how your credits will transfer 
• Speak with representatives about scholarships, financial aid and the affordability of an 

Adelphi education
• Take a guided walking tour of our gorgeous campus and state-of-the-art facilities

We are one of just 65 institutions nationwide named to Phi Theta Kappa’s 2017 Transfer Honor Roll. 
Visit us at Adelphi.edu/Vignette
transfer@adelphi.edu 
800.ADELPHI (800.233.5744)
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Ten Things to Keep in Mind as you leave NCC:

1.  A free press matters.  

It’s not perfect, but America would be in deep trouble without it.

2.  Facts matter. 
They may not always be easy to find, but they’re there if you look hard enough. 

3.  Equality matters.
A society that tolerates inequality is heading downhill--maybe not today, but eventually.

4.  Education matters. 
If you let it, education will enrich your life at every turn.

5.  People matter.
Hopefully no explanation needed here . . . 

6.  The state of the world matters. 
In a world that’s shrinking by the minute, we can’t afford to ignore what’s happening across the planet. 

7.  Thinking matters.
No  excuse for going through life with your brain on hold. 

8.  Free speech matters.
Don’t let anybody (especially politicians) tell you that dissent is unpatriotic.  You have a right to speak your mind. 

9.  Peace matters.
There’s not much of it around these days, but that doesn’t mean you shouldn’t try to settle differences peacefully.

10. Democracy matters. 
It’s rough and tumble and sometimes chaotic, but it beats just about everything else.  So participate!
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Congratulations to the 2018-2019 Vignette Editorial Board:

         Nsikak Ekong    Editor  in Chief
        
        Christopher Morris  News Editor

        Elisha Asif    Features Editor

        Megan Rose Gavia  Opinions Editor

        Lauren Taglienti          Copy Editor

        Lowell Pascall   Photography Editor

        Raghav Khurana  Sports Editor

        Arts Editor    Vacant

        Raghav Khurana  Business Manager

    “The media is absolutely essential to the functioning of a 
    democracy. It’s not our job to cozy up to power. We’re 
    supposed to be the check and balance on government.”

            --Amy Goodman 
               journalist

  


