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• A meme is an image (or GIF) with added captions that are 

meant to communicate humour. 

• Usually, a meme’s image (a) is from popular culture or (b) is 

an image that has a lot of influence on various audiences 

(whether they are silly, historic, relatable, etc.). The image 

tends to be circulated frequently.  

• Because a meme’s image is constantly recycled, images are 

out of context but are made new through the image’s 

captions. 



     Truly, though, I can’t say for sure how you will SEE 

     me during this session, since this encounter is as 

     socially loaded as ANY other encounter you’ll have 

with people outside of the Tutoring Centre. 

 

Well, in any case… Let’s get started. Writer! I’ll help you out in as many ways as I 

can!  

 

Welcome, Writer! It’s nice to finally meet you! 

 

I may be someone new. I may be a student in your 

classroom. Heck, after this one-hour session, we 

may even become friends. 



 

I mean, if your paper doesn’t need proofreading, but it ACTUALLY 

needs attention in other places, then I’ll be that second lens to catch 

that for you! 

Hold on, Writer! 

 

I know I can’t just proofread your 

paper from the get-go. There are 

a lot of things writing tutors are 

trained to help you with.  



 

I apologize, Writer, for any “derp” 

moments I’ll have during our session. But 

I’m not actually an expert in your field. 

    Most likely, I have not read the same 

articles or the same books as you. (If I have, consider it a 

bonus!) But you’re going to need to slow down a little to keep 

me up to pace. You’re the expert here, and I’ll trust your 

know-how as we tackle your paper together. 



 

So. You’ve sat with me for a while, and maybe 

you’re starting to feel like we’re not getting 

any work done on your paper. 

 

But, remember, Writer: 

Tutors aren’t supposed to be doing the work for 

you; it’s your paper!  

 
(Hence, “I NO WRITE” your paper for you.) 

If you came here thinking that I would write your paper for you, I 

may need to reintroduce myself as a tutor… 



 

Hello, again, Writer. I know you came here looking  

for some expert advice, and indeed, I do think I am 

an expert in my field. 

 

But every now and then, I’ll get nervous as well. In 

the worst case scenario, I may give you the wrong 

paper advice.  

 

At the same time, I’m not a “professional tutor” 

simply because tutors are not supposed to be 

professionals.  

In truth, tutors are caught in a place within the university where we cannot use a 

“totalizing way of knowing” (Denny 41). We’re literally in the crossfire: We 

promote learning in a no-grading environment. 



 

So there you have it. I’m not an expert. I cannot 

guarantee ‘A’ papers for you. Something to 

remember as well is that nearly anyone can be 

trained to become a writing tutor. 

 

At the same time, I assure you, Writer, that tutors 

understand the responsibilities attached to that 

“writing tutor” name. 

 

So maybe it’s not my ‘expertise’ that wows you, 

but I believe I still have something to offer you… 



 

It won’t be easy, but Dear Writer, the best thing I 

can offer you is another pair of eyes in an attempt 

to give you a better sense of ‘objectivity’.  

 

We, tutors, will ask you about the choices you’ve 

made. We’ll ask about the requirements of your 

assignments, and we’ll ask what professors expect 

out of you (and if you yourself choose to follow 

those expectations). 

 

We’ll also tell you where you can improve and where 

you are doing well, because sometimes that’s hard 

to see without another person’s opinion. 



 

Dear Writer, while we can’t go through all the 

steps to give you that kick-ass paper, we 

tutors are still responsible for giving our 

writers a “working knowledge” for when they 

leave the session. 

 

We won’t bog you down with our ‘writing 

tutor’ jargon, no. You don’t have time for 

that. But, we will equip you with the terms 

and knowledge you’ll need when you’re off 

working on your own. 



 

… Like I said before, tutors help writers 

on a ‘need-to-know’ basis.  

 

However, tutors might get a little 

carried away every now and then, but 

that’s just a gentle reminder that you 

might not get everything you need in a 

single, one-hour session. 

We’re trained to be resourceful: If we don’t know the answers right 

away, we find ways to get those answers for you! 



 

In our attempts to give you new insight on how 

to improve your writing, we tutors do what we 

do because, essentially, we care. 

 

You came to a writing tutor admitting that you 

need help, and we understand that. We want 

to be there for you, even if it means just 

having a small conversation about what you’re 

struggling with.  

 

If you just want general citation help, or if 

you’re looking for a conversation about the 

pedagogy of university teaching, we’re 

available. It starts with one appointment. 



 
Baby Godfather Meme. imageflip.com. Image from post “Reddit, I’ve seen the way you do it….Will you do it again?? 

Godfather him for me!!” timekeepsgoing. Reddit. 24 Feb. 2011. Originated 2011. 

Being Nickel Meme. imageflip.com. lhellonickel. Tumblr. 10 Feb. 2011. Originated 2011. 

Chris Hansen Cat Meme. imageflip.com. Photo titled “Chillin at the Kitchen Counter.” Reddit. BrettBr0wn. 4 Mar. 2012. 

Originated 2012. 

Denny, Harry. “Queering the Writing Center.” The Writing Center Journal 25.2 (2005):  39-62. Web. 14 Jan. 2016. PDF file. 

Doge. imageflip.com. kabosu112. Strolling with Kabosu. 13. Feb 2010. Originated 2010. 

First World Problem Meme. imageflip.com. Stock photo of Sylvia Bottini. Originated 2011.  

How About No Bear Meme. imageflip.com. Nassri, Maher. Flickr. 14 Dec 2016. Originated 2016.  

Harp Darp/ Herp Derp Meme. imageflip.com. Image from a comic titled “Rage Comic FFUU.” ULJarad. Reddit. 11 May 2010. 

Originated 2010. 

I Know That Feel Bro Meme. imageflip.com. Voyack. Krautchan. May 2010. Originated 2010. 

Over-Educated Problems Meme. imageflip.com. Stock photo titled “Sad Man and Rain.” Hodan, George. Public Domain 

Pictures. Originated 2012.  

Sassy Iguana Meme. imageflip.com. Imgflip. Originated 2016.  

Unhelpful High School Teacher Meme. imageflip.com Stock photo titled “Teacher Pointing at Map of World.” Grill, Tom. 

Corbis Images. 3 Sept. 2011. Originated 2011. 

Y U No Meme. imageflip.com. Image from Gantz. Oku, Hiroya. Meme Generator. 10. Feb 2011. Originated 2011. 

 


