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HAPPENINGS
Events

Save the date! The spring 2018 Activities
Fair will take place on Tuesday, Jan. 30 at club
hour (11:30 a.m.) in the College Center. If you
didn’t get involved this fall, the Activities Fair will
be your opportunity to learn about clubs, meet club
representatives, and check out campus life firsthand.
Don’t miss it.
Will America soon be under water? Has
Donald Trump declared war on immigrants? Is
America heading for a showdown with North
Korea? If you have a thought about these or
any other issues (including life at NCC), send
it to Vignette’s Opinions section. Opinions is
seeking essays of 150-750 words from the campus
community for spring 2018 issues. Send submissions
to OPINIONS, Vignette, College Center, Rm. 347
or email them to NCCVignette@gmail.com (subject
line: OPINIONS). Remember to include your name
and telephone number.
Is there a reporter in the house? How about a
reviewer or photographer or a thoughtful columnist?
The Vignette, NCC’s student newspaper, is seeking
reporters, reviewers, photographers, and other
staff members for the spring 2018 semester. No
experience is necessary, though interest, enthusiasm,
and idealism will help. The Vignette meets on
Tuesdays at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in its office in
Room 347 of the College Center. Stop by!
Like films? The Fan Followed Film Club meets
every Tuesday and Thursday at club hour (11:30 a.m.)
in South Hall, Rm. 101.
The Student Organization of Latinos (SOL)
meets every Thursday at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in
Building G, Rm. 243. The club sponsors field trips,
sponsors an annual scholarship, promotes Hispanic
cultural awareness, and more. New members
welcome. For information about upcoming events,
text @ccb322 to 81010.
Care about clean air, clean drinking water,
consumer rights, voter registration, and other issues
related to the quality of life in America and the world?
Get involved with the NCC chapter of NYPIRG
(New York Public Interest Research Group), which
works on all of these issues and more. Call (516) 2220086 for more information.
If you like planning campus events, NCC’s
Programming Board wants to meet you! The
club meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays at club hour
(11:30 a.m.) in the College Center, Rm. 343. All are
welcome.
Haraya,
NCC’s
Pan-African
Student
Coalition, meets on Tuesdays amd Thursdays at
club hour (11:30 a.m.) in Building G, Rm 323.
All are welcome. For more information, email
Harayancc65@gmail.com.
Want to unwind and have some fun? Try the
student lounge (College Union, second floor). The
lounge features pool, ping-pong, and other games.
For more information, visit the lounge or call 5720682.
NCC’s Career Center holds walk-in hours every
Thursday from 9:30-11 a.m. in Nassau Hall, Rm.
14. If you have a career question, need some career
advice, or want to learn more about the Center’s
resources, stop by.
NCC has your back! Mentors are waiting to
talk with you and to answer your questions about
classes, financial aid, time management, areas of
study and anything else related to life at NCC. To sign
up for a mentor, go to ncc.edu/mentoringprogram.
Questions? Email mentoring@ncc.edu
Did you know that student veterans at NCC
have their own center? The Student Veterans

Center, located at 365 Rice Circle, is open daily
(Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.). The Center offers veteran
benefits workshops, leadership opportunities, and
opportunities to meet other veterans. Stop by and see
what the Center is all about.
The Intervarsity Christian Fellowship invites
the NCC campus to its meetings on Tuesdays and
Thursdays at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in the College
Union, Rm. 302.
PeaceWork, a student club devoted to exploring
alternatives to violence, invites the student body to
join the group and be an advocate for peace. The club
meets every Thursday at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in
G-375.
Amnesty International, a student group
devoted to understanding human rights issues, meets
on Tuesdays at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in G-375.
In search of a way to relax? Try Yoga--Tues.
and Thurs., noon (P-120) and Wednesday at 5 p.m.
(P-120). For more information, call 572-7684, ext.
26602.
NCC Pride Club meets Thursdays at 11:30 a.m.
in G-333. All are welcome..

Academic Information
Emergency school closings will be
announced over the following radio stations:
AM: Walk 1370; WOR 1010; WCBS 880; WHLI
1100; and 
WINS 1010. FM: WALK 97.5; WBAB
102.3; WBLI 106.1; B103.1; KJOY 98.3; LOVE 96.1;
WMJC 94.3; WRCN 103.9; and WHPC 90.3. School
closings will also be announced on News 12 Long
Island and channels 2 and 4 and will be posted, on the
NCC website, www.ncc.edu as well as www.wor710.
com and www.WCBS880.com.
The NCC Library’s hours are Monday-Thursday,
8 a.m.-9 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-8 p.m.; and Saturday, 10
a.m.-4:30 p.m. The Library will be closed on Sunday.
The Writing Center’s spring 2018 hours are
as follows: Writing Center (Bradley Hall, first
floor): Monday, and Wednesday, 8:45 a.m.-2:45 p.m.;
Tuesday and Thursday, 9:15 a.m.-3:15 p.m.; Friday,
8:45 a.m.-2:45 p.m. Library Annex (Second Floor,
Rm. 233): Monday and Wednesday, 12:30-8 p.m.;
Tuesday and Thursday, 10 a.m-7:45 p.m.; Saturday,
10:15 a.m.-3:30 p.m. For more information, call 5727195.
Looking for a quiet place to study? Try the
Study Lounge on the third floor (Rm. 310) of the
College Center. Hours: Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Follow NCC news on Twitter.com/
NCCVignette and Twitter.com/fye_nassaucc as
well as on the First-Year Experience blog, “What’s
Up, NCC?” www.whatsupncc.blogspot.com.
The Nassau Community College Federation of
teachers (NCCFT) invites applications for theM.
Debra DeSanto Student Aide Scholarship. A $300
award will be made to a full-time student in good
academic standing who has completed a minimum
of fifteen academic credits at NCC with a grade-point
average of 3.0 and who has been a student aide for
at least one complete semester. Applications and
information may be obtained at www.nccft.org or
the NCCFT Office (Cluster F, Rm. 3293; 572-7198).
Completed applications must be returned to the
NCCFT office (Cluster F, Rm. 3293) by noon on
Thursday, March 23, 2018.
The Nassau Community Federation of
Teachers (NCCFT) invites applications for the
Aaron Seligman Memorial Scholarship ($1000).

What’s going on
this week at NCC?
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At the time of application, students must be a full-time
NCC student in good academic standing during the
academic year in which the application is submitted;
have completed a minimum of 48 academic credits
with at least 16 credits in mathematics, computer
science, and/or information technology; have
completed a minimum of two full-time semesters
at NCC; have a minimum grade-point average of
3.5; and be able to document active involvement in
leadership activity with two letters of appropriate
recommendation. Applications and information are
available online at www.nccft.org or in the NCCFT
Office (Cluster F, Rm. 3293; 572-7198). Completed
applications must be returned to the NCCFT
office (Cluster F, Rm. 3293) by noon on Thursday,
March 23, 2018.
The Nassau Community College Federation
of teachers (NCCFT) invites applications for
the Joseph F. Carlino, Jr. Scholarships for NCC
Graduating Students. A $3000 award will be made
to a full-time student who will graduate in May 2018
or who graduated from NCC the previous summer
or fall. A $1000 scholarship will be presented to
the first runner-up. At the time of their application,
interested students must have completed a minimum
of 48 credits as a full-time student at NCC; have
a 3.7 grade-point average (maintained through
graduation); must have been accepted to an accredited
four-year institution of higher learning; and be able
to document unpaid service to the college and/or
community while a student at NCC. Applications
and information are available online at www.nccft.org
or in the NCCFT Office (Cluster F, Rm. 3293; 5727198). Completed applications must be returned
to the NCCFT office (Cluster F, Rm. 3293) by
noon on Wednesday, March 23, 2018.
The Adjunct Faculty Association (AFA),
which represents adjunct faculty at NCC, offers
eight scholarships for attending part-time
students. One, the Presidential Academic
Excellence scholarship--$3000, is for a spring/
summer 2018 graduate with a minimum grade-point
average of 3.5. Seven of the awards are for part-time
students continuing their studies at Nassau who have
completed nine or more credits with a grade-point
average of 3.3 (3.5 for the John Meehan Memorial
Founders Scholarships) and are currently enrolled
at NCC. The scholarships are as follows: John
Meehan Memorial Founders Scholarship--$5000
(three awards--$2000, $2000, $1000) for students
35 years old and over who have a minimum
grade-point average of 3.5); AFA Members
Scholarship ($1000); three AFA scholarships in
Memory of John Pitrelli, James Crisafulli, and
Robert McGowan--$1000 each; AFA Officers
Scholarship--$2000; and theAFA Robert F.
Blake Executive Board Scholarship--$2000.
Applications may be downloaded from www.
myafaonline.org. Completed applications should
e-mailed to scholarships@myafaonline.org. The
application deadline is March 1, 2018. Applicants
should notes that each scholarship requires two
letters of recommendation from faculty plus a
personal statement explaining applicants’ goals
and needs for a scholarship.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day
from the Vignette!
See you in 2018!
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The Wheel

Millennials have been failed by the generations that preceded them. The current social, political and economic climate of injustice is a direct result of the inability of the
generations before to hold their shit down and get their lives.
The same elders and adults who condemn millennials today for being “lazy”, “addicted to their devices” and “rude” are the very ones that were too lazy to establish fair
systems of government that affirm peoples’ unalienable rights to equality and equity.
The same ones who were addicted to their privilege and paradigms of power. The same
ones who were rude in varying degrees of genocidal slaughter, slavery, disenfranchisement, etc.
In a completely hypocritical move that contradicts everything they taught their children, elders have created a mess and now expect someone else, millennials, to clean it
up.
The millennial myth society spouts is that young people don’t care about anyone but
themselves. This is false; young people do care but unfortunately they are consistently
disempowered in their communities. They are patronized and undermined, and their
experience of reality is invalidated.
This won’t stand anymore.
Young people are proving that they will be the revolution that rights injustice. Some,
if not all, of the greatest revolutions were started by students who refused to settle for
stopping the wheel, but instead broke it.
In this issue, with articles that go from exposing administrative neglect to discussing
gun violence and more, the Vignette brings you the wheel, splintering.

Ibiene Minah
Opinions Editor

Richard Conway
Faculty Advisor
The Vignette is the official
student newspaper and student voice
of Nassau Community College. It is
published throughout the fall and
spring semesters. Membership is
open to all NCC students.
The Vignette welcomes letters
to the editor as well as Opinions
articles. Letters should be limietd to
350 words. Opinions essays should
be limited to 700 words. Letters
and Opinions pieces must be signed
and contain the author’s telephone
number or campus extension. The
newspaper will withhold names on
request.
The editorial board reserves
the right to edit stories or letters for
clarity and length. Views expressed
in letters and Opinions essays do
not necessarily reflect those of the
editorial board.
The Vignette accepts classified
and display advertisements from
campus and off-campus advertisers.
Publication of ads in the newspaper
does not imply endorsement of
products or services.
Address: Vignette
Nassau Community College,
College Center, Rm. 347,
Garden City, N.Y. 11530
Telephone: (516)222-7071
nccvignette@gmail.com

3

Stamp out silence.
Write a letter to
the editor.
Write a letter to the editor.

The Vignette supports the First Amendment to the United States Constitution.
You should too!!
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A POPULAR ABANDONMENT STRUCTURE
by Harvey Garcia
Managing Editor

Our College Union Building
(The U) is the hottest location on
campus for gathering together and
kicking back but after taking a tour
throughout the building, significant
deficiencies were noticed.
“The U is the least updated
building on campus,” said Technical
Assistant Ludwig Borgella. It would
be best considered as a popular
abandonment structure. Throughout the course of the past three
semesters (Fall 2016, Spring 2017
and Fall 2017) over 4,000 students
per month have checked in the U
building. Monthly check-in counts
provided by Burgella are: Sept. ‘16 4700, Oct. ‘16 - 4500, Nov. ‘16 - 4000,
Dec. ‘16 - 2700, Feb. ‘17 - 2000, Mar.
‘17 - 3200, Apr. ‘17 - 2100, May ‘17
- 1400, Sept. ‘17 - 4400, Oct. ‘17 - 5400, Nov. ‘17 - 4300, Dec.
‘17 - 2400. Yet, maintenance and repairs have been either delayed or cancelled.
Windows all around the U are either cracked, broken, or
unable to open or close. One club is using a towel to cover the
huge ajar gap of a window in their room. Another club has a
slight opening on the side of a window in their room. Black
duct tape is holding cracked glasses in place while black cardboard is covering already broken window panels.
“As far as the windows are concerned, NCC does have a
capital project to replace windows on the old campus buildings and the Union will certainly be included in that,” said
Vice President for Facilities Management Joseph V. Muscarella. “We do not have a firm projection of that date as there
are several other buildings that need to have window replacements as well.”
The U also has paint chipping off all around the building,
especially behind heaters which are rusting or malfunctioning.
According to Burgella, last semester Muscarella and his
maintenance team only made changes to the blinds in the
lounge areas and no service was done on the windows.

The latest upgrade
occurred during the
mid-winter break, when
just the wiring of potential internet service
within the building was
installed. However, it
is yet to be up and running - update is pending.
Borgella suggests repairs
and changes be made
on the carpets, windows
and paintings throughout the building.
“On the Union
Building, we have been contacted by Student Personnel
Services (Professor PhelpsLudmar) on doing some work
on the second floor to improve
a conference room which we
will schedule,” said Muscarella.
“We are also supporting an improvement to the computer room on the first floor
as requested by Professor Randy Hayman (English
Department).”
While The U has many deficiencies, there are
other buildings on the west side of campus that also
have been reported, such as an asbestos shutdown
in Building M during the mid-winter break. Allegedly the problem was cleaned out during the concluding weekend of the break. Such occurrence isn’t
a surprise since half of the second floor of South
Hall is in complete shutdown as a team is cleaning
out a very significant asbestos situation for a better part of two
months. In the meantime classes are not only still taking place
in the building but also in the other half of the second floor.
Socializing is an important aspect in college. The time to
gather together to kick back and relax for a moment in the
middle of the day during the midst of deadlines is much needed to keep sanity. One of the popular spaces for that sanctity
is the College Union Building. The U is the home of a handful
of clubs on campus; Outing Club, PRIDE Club, Sci-Fi Club,
Nerdvana, NYPIRG and more among others. The main floor
of the U is a social gathering space with a billiards room on

the left side and a video game lounge on the right side. Campus-wide events are also held within the U.
If you stumble upon any abnormalities within any building on campus, please feel free to contact Vice President Muscarella (Joseph.Muscarella@ncc.edu). As a community, we
can assure our home is safe, healthy and standing strong by
using our voices. It is our tuition!
- Photos Provided by: Harvey Garcia (Managing Editor)

DEMOCRAT RUNNING FOR CONGRESS WITHOUT FUNDING
Bob Shanlin is the Democratic candidate running against
current Representative Kathleen Rice for the 4th Congressional District of New York in 2018 with no financial campaign
contributions.
Shanlin is running on a campaign to end government corruption due to corporations funding political candidates in
both political parties. He plans to do this by campaigning to
the three main colleges in Nassau County including Adelphi
University, Hofstra University, and here in Nassau Community College.
He accuses every politician in both main political parties
of being swayed by campaign donations. For this reason, he
states that he will not accept any financial donation from anyone, including his supporters.
“We have a legalized system of bribery as a form of government. We are not a functioning democracy. Every Republican

and every Democrat is taking campaign donations, I’m not.”
Bob Shanlin is also a self-described opponent of Donald
Trump which has been seen on his website’s ‘News’ section.
“The Russian agent in the oval is unchallenged by a party that has joined him in Putin’s service and will not oppose
him. Stay tuned.” said Shanlin referring the “Russian agent”
to Trump.
Other than campaign finance, global warming seems to
be a top priority for Bob Shanlin. He accuses the Republican
party and the head of the Environmental Protection Agency
of introducing legislation that de-regulates the energy industry and “allowing polluters to pollute more.”
Bob Shanlin is also a proponent of stricter gun laws. He
speaks on the side of a five day waiting period for all firearm
purchases, a month long firearm safety course, strict psychological tests for firearm purchases and to ban the AR-15. He

by James Rooney
Staff Writer

said “[The AR-15] has no purpose in target shooting, it has no
place for hunting. It has one purpose.”
If you want to place Bob Shanlin on the ballot you can
register to vote at NYPIRG in the College Union Building as a
Democrat and sign a petition. In order to be eligible to sign the
petition, you must be a registered Democratic voter in the 4th
Congressional District of New York. It includes the communities of Baldwin, Bellmore, East Rockaway, East Meadow, the
Five Towns, Lynbrook, Floral Park, Franklin Square, Garden
City, Hempstead, Long Beach, Malverne, Freeport, Merrick,
Mineola, Carle Place, New Hyde Park, Oceanside, Rockville
Centre, Roosevelt, Uniondale, Wantagh, West Hempstead,
Westbury and parts of Valley Stream. Democrat Kathleen
Rice has represented the district since 2015.
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INSECURE IN AMERICA

by Ibiene Minah
Opinions Editor

The weak, insecure black
woman birthed the world but it
has not yet been weaned off her
breast. When black woman extraordinaire Amanda Seales came
to campus to discuss the current
racial and social climate, Black
History Month (BHM) was fading from community consciousness.
People hate blackness but still
want to get “down.” As Ms. Seales
would go on to describe, “Black
History Month is an anomaly.” A
counter-response to an otherwise
11 months of white centered celebrations we are inundated with
at the heart of American culture.
It exists as token representation
that is almost mocking when the
majority of the narratives of black
history presented are slave narratives; the suffering black body
conquered by colonialism.
These narratives are tired,
painful and neglectful because
they intentionally ignore the matter of fact, multidimensional black
history and black experience that
is so much more than slavery and
the endurance of black bodies
against abuse. Black identities are
not defined by slavery; the identity and experience thrived well
before that. Ms. Seales would go
on to speak on how important it is
that black people take ownership
of where they really come from
and what their genesis is really
about.
Her unabashed black pride
would go on to lead the conversation.
Ms. Seales is a SUNY Purchase and Columbia University
educated black woman with an
opinion and a working voicebox, both of which she regularly
exercises, and that offends a lot
of people. As an immigrant she
has owned the American Dream,
from her degrees to her TV presence to her comedy career to her
podcast and so on and so forth;

she is the dream
women (who are
come true.
the least likely
Ms. Seales is fato seek mental
mous for her HBO
health treatment
series “Insecure”.
because of inbred
The show is about
reluctance
and
a black woman who
our determinais not always strong
tion to be “strong)
and how she manowe
ourselves
ages her interperthe compassion
sonal relationships
and honoring it
in the professional
takes to explore
and personal arena.
avenues, convenIssa Rae, the cretional or unconator and star of the
ventional, that alshow,
described
low us to heal.
it in an interview
The self-care
once as a manifesof educating onetation of some of
self is rooted in
her experiences as
truth: investigata weak, insecure
ing truth, illumiblack woman.
nating truth and
FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: IBIENE MINAH, AKEISHA KIWI,
The show is
changing accordAMANDA SEALES, ADIAN MITENEU
clever, humorous
ing to truth. As
and has an amazing
Ms. Seales said,
soundtrack. Fur“you cannot get
thermore, the show is so monu- aren’t filling us up, Fill your cup.”
to the solution until you get to
mentally important for black
She talked about self-care and the truth” and furthermore she
womens’ representation and how how imperative it is that black continued, “(truth) that combats
people -both inside and outside women practice it to heal and the effect of being taught about
our communities- understand us. reconnect with themselves, with individuals in ways that are not
“Black women keep getting props their identities separate from the dimensional and fully encapsufor strength but we don’t always “strength” the world demands we lating of their cultures.” She was
deal with things with austerity harness and exhibit. She told the speaking directly to whitewashand stoicism,” Ms. Seales said, “we gathered throng:“when I need me ing, erasure and the invisibility
need spaces that allow freedom of time I go look at fish swimming culture around the experiences
emotion.”
around in an aquarium. It allows and histories of people of color.
The “strong black woman” me to stop, take a moment and
One of the tenets of white suhas been beaten to death. She connect back to me in a stripped premacist racial and ethnic opis a worn, neglectful trope that down and intimate way that is ab- pression is to create “a disconnect
hurts young black women who sent of any pressure, demand or between (marginalized) commuare exploring and growing into restraint.”
nities; therefore communities on
their womenhood. Black womWhile, as she said, “the obliga- the fringe have to look to each
en are always expected to know tion and responsibility to change other. It’s not about just black hiswhat to do, to take care of other the world is a gift”, people who tory and the histories of people
people, to go and do and be; all take up the mantle as warriors of color, it’s about black and POC
the time in our Wonder Woman against what she called the “revo- present.” It’s a dangerous thing
suit. That ignores the reality that lution of ignorance” must create to focus all attention on the past,
Wonder Woman took off her cos- time and spaces to nurture them- what Ms. Seales called “reverence
tume sometimes and was just Di- selves.
of the past” neglects action that is
ana, made of tears and blood and
She iterated the popular quote necessary to amend the injustices
bruises that smart.
that all black people have PTSD, of the present and safeguarding
The “strong black woman” is not only from the lingering trau- for the future.
feeding herself to other people; ma of slavery but because of the
This kind of self-care is about
she is the garden, the feast and current abuse and exploitation of reckoning with the reality and
the nightcap. Ms. Seales warned black bodies, black communities, fact of the past, the truth, and takagainst this: “a lot of the time we black minds, etc. Therefore, we ing measures to treat the effects
empty ourselves for people who as black people -especially black and prevent the perpetuation of
PHOTO BY: NSIKAK EKONG - EDITOR IN CHIEF

FOR YOUR LATEST LIONS NEWS AND SCORES
HEAD OVER TO NASSAULIONS.COM
GO NCC LIONS!!!

the bad past. Shakespeare coined
a phrase that is seminal in understanding this kind of self-care,
“To thine own self be true.” This
isn’t permission for selfishness in
the way we understand it, in a way
that is negative, but rather a call to
arms for a selfishness –if it must
be called that- that nurtures and
honors the emotional, physical
and spiritual health of the self.
For people whose experiences and narratives have been
victims of whitewashing, erasure
and invisibility culture, it’s about,
as Amanda Seales expressed that
February afternoon, “people creating spaces to honor themselves
separate from mainstream forms
and restrictions, having shared
space and sharing in other spaces.” Whether the problem and/or
solution is exploring integration
or segregation, “it’s not seeing color –being colorblind-, it’s about
recognizing difference. It’s about
combating the work being done
to disconnect indigenous people
from themselves and cultures.”
We are as human beings, as
people of color, learning to name
ourselves according to our own
languages. We are what Ms. Seales
called that day, “a growth in progress”. Ultimately, the discussion in
which Ms. Seales engaged those
brave audience members who
stayed for the ride essentially
nailed home how navigating conversations about injustice must
find their genesis and/or resolution in “asking people what they
want and allowing it to be a guide
to what they need.”
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SUSTAINABILITY CLUB OF NCC
by Nsikak Ekong

believe
the
surv i v or s
and,
i n -

by Elisha Ashif
Features Editor

When
rape-survivors
come out to society about
their cases, they are likely
to be subliminally blamed
by being asked about the
clothes they chose to wear.
Though men can be raped
as well, it’s the women who
are generally left to face such
questions.
On March 14th,
2018, an exhibit was held by
the Health Studies Committee called “What Were You
Wearing?” where survivors
displayed replicias of the
clothes they were wearing
when they were sexually assaulted. The event was organized to remind people that
a survivor should never be
accused of a crime committed by another person.
One of the outfits
was of a completely-covered
male, and next to his clothes
was a sign that read, “Khakis
and a dress shirt. I had to
give a presentation that day

in my communications class.
They took my clothes at the
hospital during my rape
exam. I’m not sure what happened to them.”
Some see provocative clothing as the cause of
rape, but Andrina Cleveland
of Health Studies Committee HPER thinks otherwise.
“There is no safe clothing to
wear, but it’s the first question that people ask you:
‘what were you wearing?’”
she said. The victim blaming,
she later explained, can make
the survivor afraid of reporting the crime, in the fear of
no one believing them.
To establish the problem of the American justice system’s way of dealing
with victims, Donna Bacon,
the Chair of Health Studies
Committee, said, “Victims,
when they reported a rape,
were asked ‘what’d you have
on?’” This question makes
the victims feel guilty for
wearing an outfit of their
choice.
When people refuse to

stead, blame them, it can lead
the survivors to self-blaming.
“They (the victims) may say
something like, ‘I shouldn’t
have gone to his room’ or ‘I
shouldn’t have had on that
mini skirt,’” Professor Bacon
stated. She elaborated on the
problem of society not believing the survivors and the
effects that can be caused by
the continued avoidance.
Professors Bacon
and Cleveland’s opinions on
the lack of correlation between clothing and rape was
reflected in the apparel at the
exhibit. Out of the many attires, there appeared only
one skirt and a sleeveless
tank top. Most of the clothes
were not revealing, busting
the myth of the choice of
clothes being the impetus of
rape for many observers of
the “What Were You Wearing?” exhibit. one of the outfits was that of a six year old
girl.

Editor-in-Chief

Sustainability. The avoidance of the depletion of
natural resources in order to
maintain an ecological balance. It’s the idea that our
home planet Earth should be
able to achieve sustainability so that it can continue to
support all human life.
The Sustainability Club
brings issues of sustainable
living to the NCC campus
community. Their mission is
to assess and minimize the
ecological footprint made
by NCC as well as creating
awareness of sustainability among students, faculty,
staff, and administration and
in events that promote sus-

tainability on NCC’s campus.
They connect with other
students, support the campus beautification, maintain
the Children’s Greenhouse
sponsored Organic Garden, organize and develop
campus-wide activities for
sustainable living and environmental awareness and
support the growth of a sustainable campus. They are
actively involved in growing food for the Children’s
Greenhouse and other local
food pantries across Long Island like the Mary Brennan
INN located in Hempstead.
Many of the projects include creating events geared

towards sustainability as
well as bringing in different
speakers to talk about different issues happening on our
planet.
This past Thursday Kevin
Dugan, the Project Coordinator of the New York Public Interest Research Group
(NYPIRG), spoke about
drinking water safety and
how to enforce it. Another
speaker they had was Prof.
Susan Beganskas who spoke
about sustainable interior
design. One of the projects
that the Sustainability Club
is addressing is the recycling
system that NCC has. Birgit
Woelker, the club advisor,
explained that while many
buildings on campus have
the recycle bins, NCC has
lost the company that processes the recycled items.
The Sustainability Club
has some events coming up.
In April they will be collaborating with the Nutrition
Club in briefing the students
of NCC on health, well-being, and fitness. Since Earth
Day is right around the corner and Spring is upon us,
be aware that the Sustainability Club will be whipping
up many things to come. The
Club meet every Tuesday
and Thursday twice a month
during club hour in room
F-236.

Around & About NCC

Photo By: Nsikak Ekong - Editor in Chief
Hypnotist Derrick Watkins paid a visit to NCC.
Hosted by NCC Concerts and SGA Programming Board

Photo By: Kristel Garces - Staff Writer
SGA remembers victims of recent shootings across
the nation in the Rose Garden.

Photo By: Nsikak Ekong - Editor in Chief
NCC Day took place in Nassau Coliseum
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Transferring to Adelphi:
As easy as one, two...
done.
Apply, enroll and register for classes all in one day at Adelphi. We make it quick and simple to
transfer, without losing the credits you’ve earned.
Come to one of our transfer events or schedule a visit to meet one-on-one with your transfer
admissions counselor. On your visit, you can:
•
•
•

Learn how your credits will transfer
Speak with representatives about scholarships, financial aid and the affordability of an
Adelphi education
Take a guided walking tour of our gorgeous campus and state-of-the-art facilities

We are one of just 65 institutions nationwide named to Phi Theta Kappa’s 2017 Transfer Honor Roll.
Visit us at Adelphi.edu/Vignette
transfer@adelphi.edu
800.ADELPHI (800.233.5744)
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IT’S ON THE STATES
by Stephanie Bautista
Staff Writer

There have been various
deaths and injuries that are
a consequence of gun violence. Due to the crime, various students from all across
the country have begun to
move forward by speaking
out against gun violence and
gun laws alike.
The children, teachers,
administrators and the rest
of the faculty from Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High
School in Florida were most
recently plagued with an attack that we, the American
people, have seen countless
times already, from Columbine to Sandy Hook.
There are various movements that have come into
existence, such as “We Call
BS” and “#Enough”. There
will also be a march on
March 24th called “March
For Our Lives,” where students, faculty and other constituents will march on D.C.
and demand that their lives
be protected and become a
priority through an effective
bill brought forward to Con-

gress.
Finally, the youth of the
nation is showing that they
want to play a part in their
government as they should
as Americans. To clarify, all
gun laws are not controlled
through the White House,
the federal government, but
some are controlled under
each state government.
The State Governments
are given all powers not
granted to the federal government delegated in the
Constitution by the Tenth
Amendment for separation
of powers. That leaves the
state government to control
commerce, gun laws, taxes,
intrastate, and education.
The efforts to move and
take action towards the
White House for a change
in gun laws will then be inevitably a failure because nationwide gun laws would be
against the Constitution in
both the Tenth and Second
Amendment which would
be going against separation
of powers. The federal government does not and cannot have the power to change
state gun laws.

The people of Florida
and the people of every state
have the opportunity to
make change from their own
communities. As a nation we
have become ignorant. Our
parents haven’t learned and
taught us our powers and
rights. We only know that
our voices are powerful yet
we don’t even know what
that power is capable of in
our own states.
This is the time to contact our Governors and state
representatives who have the
power to make these changes. This is the time to yell,
pressure, and demand state
governments to further step
up and take stronger actions.
Those in this nation that
want change, no matter what
that change may be, need to
really know their rights and
know their powers within
the government because
with that knowledge people
can create huge impacts.

Changing Our Habits
by Elisha Ashif
Features Editor

Anyone who has
been to a grocery store, in
the past few months, has
noticed the stores charging
their customers a fee for each
plastic bag taken. However,
most customers continue to
pay the small fee without understanding why they’re being charged for plastic bags.
On January 1st, 2018,
New York State passed
a “Bring Your Own Bag
(BYOB)” law which demands
customers to pay a nickel for
each plastic bag they choose
to take. According to the bill,
the retailers have the right
to keep the profit from the

purchased bags, thus proving the government’s apathy
towards the financial side of
the bill.
Since plastic bags have
always been free, I believe
the government’s decision
to, unexpectedly, put a price
on them caught most shoppers by a surprise. But, there
are still many shoppers who
are unwilling to break their
habits and use reusable bags.
Citizens Campaign for the
Environment did a survey
and found that 70 percent of
the shoppers continue using
plastic bags.
Two things that could
help counter the habits of
such customers: higher
prices on plastic bags and
reverse vending machines. If

the plastic bags were to cost a
quarter rather than a nickel,
it would force the customers
to consider the reusable bags.
However, if they still choose
to buy plastic bags, the reverse vending machines will
give them a choice to have
their money returned by recycling. If there were reverse
vending machines which
would accept plastic bags in
return for the quarters paid
in store, it would convince
people to recycle their plastic bags. This could fix many
problems caused by plastic
bags and help the government’s initiative for a cleaner
environment.
The Suffolk County Legislator, William Spencer said,
“Help keep this Earth alive.
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WE ARE GUN CONTROL
by Harvey Garcia
Our nation may be in the
midst of a diminutive civil
war. It is not as extravagant
as the Civil War between the
Union and the Confederates,
however the opponents are
similar.
For as long as our nation
has been “united” to ensure
“life, liberty and the pursuit
of happiness,” the same two
sides have continuously disagreed on policies which can
potentially divide us.
This time around, it is
not as serious… or is it? I
mean, it is not as if people are
collecting assault weapons
and going around shooting
innocent civilians and their
children.
Wait… that is happening,
unfortunately.
Our nation does not deserve to have innocent lives
be taken away by shooting
sprees from indecent human
beings who clearly have lost
their senses. But our nation
also does not deserve to have
a constitutional amendment
be stripped away, which is
also a senseless act to a conflict which is physically and
emotionally severely harming our citizens.
However, despite the vicious bloody gore of innocence being shot away, the
result is a war on our Constitution. The Second Amendment is being threatened to
be stripped away, drawing
questions on ripping apart a
brick from the foundation of
our nation.
You go ahead and just
chop away the main beam in
your basement and tell me
if your house will be stand-

ing for long. I’ll save you the
trouble, it will not.
President Donald Trump
proposed to confiscate the
weapon from people who
are deemed mentally unfit to
possess it. He also proposed
teachers should be trained to
use a gun and use it to protect their students, and they
should be compensated with
a bonus if they go through
the training.
Our teachers should not
have to go through this. Our
teachers already have their
work cut-out by already being underpaid babysitters
to an underperforming curriculum where our nation
education ranks 14th in the
world. Secretary of Education (Betsy DeVos) is inexperienced and has shown
no effort in supporting and
enhancing our education
system to increase student
performances.
Our school systems supposedly do not have enough
money for school supplies
and after school programs to
enhance student experiences
and education through performing arts and tutoring,
but have enough money to
provide weapons and training in how to use them?
Our teachers need a
significant raise in their
paycheck just because they
already are educating our
children with the knowledge
to succeed in their blissful
life. Although they do have
the responsibility to ensure
the safety of our children
throughout the time we trust
them with our children, they
are not receiving enough
compensation to put their
lives at stake. Guns are not
safe for schools.

Good parenting and
good education is the best
form of gun control. Teaching, illustrating and informing children at a young age
that guns are perfectly fine
to possess however can hold
dire consequences when
used for the wrong reasons.
Children should be told
that guns are dangerous and
shouldn’t be played with.
Providing children with
knowledge about guns and
what they are and aren’t for
is very important so they
understand their purpose if
they eventually pick up one.
Good parenting ensures
guns that are in the house are
properly secured and completely hidden away from a
young child from reaching
it. Our children should be
taught at an appropriate age
how to properly use a gun
for self-defense and protecting the house. This is all the
common sense we need to
ensure guns are properly secured and away from young
children.
An attack on the Second
Amendment is an attack
on the people. It opens the
precedent to attack another
constitutional amendment,
and we all know which that
would be; the First Amendment, which is already under
some mild attack with our
President attacking the media and our freedom of the
press. “Fake news”, as he famously slanders our reporters. With these amendments
under attack, we have every
right to act and use them for
what they were meant for,
protect ourselves from government tyranny. Spread the
word.

This is too important.” regarding the new law.
The BYOB law was enacted to prevent the shoppers from collecting new
plastic bags and persuade
them to change their habits
to using the reusable bags.
By changing the habits of
the customer, the law sought
to destroy plastic pollution.
However, another survey

done by Citizens Campaign
for the Environment reported that only 6.4 percent of
the people return with their
reusable bags.
Many, who buy new plastic bags, don’t realize that
the nickel they pay today is
only the beginning of a cost
that will only be raised with
time. If we don’t change our
ways now and follow the

BYOB law, we will only be
hurting ourselves in the long
run—financially and physically. Therefore, it’s clever to
change our habits now before they become our harmful needs.

Managing Editor
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AIN’T I A WOMAN?!

by Ibiene Minah
Opinions Editor

As a young girl I was constantly
told what I could and could not do;
what was wrong for me to say, how
to properly sit, hold my arms, etc.
The policing of gender expression
has existed as a tenet of masculinity
as well as femininity for centuries.
We learn gender roles from our parents and then rely on our peers to
monitor and validate the ways we
choose to conform or diverge from
expected expression. Femininity, I
was told, is meant to be soft, compliant and diminutive.
I learned from the world that
as a girl and a woman I was meant
to take up as little space as possible
and look pretty while doing so. I
learned that I should always sit with
my legs crossed, be mindful of my
please and thank-you’s and always
let boys have the last word. Take for
example, etiquette training women
were required to go through in the
earlier centuries.
This is partly displayed in the
film “The Beguiled” that centers
around a girls’ school where women
are being taught how to be “proper
women”. In a PopDust article on
the movie, the author sums up in
one line how girls are taught that
conformity and repression protects
us when in fact it limits us, “each
girl seems to be trapped inside the
world of the seminary because it
is supposedly safer than the outside world, but it also prevents the
women from being able to fully express themselves.” During the rise
of abolitionism, Sojourner Truth
famously spoke out against the double-standard of femininity attached
to black women who were denied
recognition and acknowledgement
of their feminine identities and furthermore womanhood.
I am an African woman who

identifies as a queer femme. “Queer”
and “Femme” mean different things
to different people but there is a
universal understanding of what
those terms are meant to encompass and communicate. Queer
means non-conformity to the established binary -binary referring
to the two gender identities we are
presented with by society i.e masculine or feminine. When a person
identifies as queer they are saying
that they experience, interact with
and express gender (or genders)
outside the binary, a combination of
the binary and/or neither genders
represented by the binary. Femme
is a form of queer coding and completely separate from being feminine. A Bustle article titled “What
Does Femme Mean? The Difference
Between Being Femme and Being
Feminine” described femme as “...a
descriptor for a queer person who
presents and acts in a traditionally
feminine manner…{the identity}
hits upon two key aesthetic and
identity-related traits: being feminine and falling somewhere on the
LGBTQ spectrum.”
Femme is an identity inherently
rooted in queer visibility and distinction, it exists as a way for LGBTQ women who present as feminine -and therefore are presumed to
be straight by communities- to fully
live into their gender identities regardless of their sexuality.
Now, those are a lot of words so
let me break them down through
the lens of my own experience. I
used to be a girl -I say used to because I currently inhabit the in between space of growing up where
I’m not quite a woman but I’m
definitely not a girl. As a girl I got
into a lot of trouble for doing things
that weren’t necessarily “ladylike”. I
climbed trees, loved to run, played
in the mud, didn’t like to cook, talked a lot, etc. But as a girl I also loved

playing with my lifesize Barbie doll,
my favorite color was pink, I loved
getting dolled up and dressed up.
I felt just as comfortable in masculine spaces as I did in feminine
spaces and that comfort extended
to spaces that weren’t necessarily
either. Back then, I didn’t really understand gender, I was simply just
being me in the ways that felt natural and genuine to be me. To others
this was a bit offensive and inappropriate. My father never liked it or
approved of it and the boys and girls
I grew up with weren’t entirely sure
what to make of me sometimes.
When Prom came around I
asked out the guy, planned on wearing a 3 pc suit-plaid, narrow lapels
and totally dynamite-and I didn’t
like roses. For the small town in
Virginia in which I spent my adolescent years, this was a strange
position to be taking, to say the
least. How I express my gender has
always been fluid, not fixed in any
one thing but with roots in a few
different places.
My gender expression these
days -for the most part- is entirely
femme with brief splashes of stark
masculine expression. While my
gender is not manufactured by my
fashion choices, because clothes
don’t have genders, how I dress
is integral to how I communicate
my gender. My femme expression
is rooted in subverting traditional
expectations of femininity, in one
week I’ve gone from a Harajuku
school girl aesthetic to a professional doll aesthetic to a leather Pink
Lady to a grungy soccer mom aesthetic. My favorite thing to do is to
either take a traditionally feminine
look and dial it up to exaggerated
levels or add an unexpected twist
to it.
I like to play around with
clothes since my style is the first
way I let people know who I am.
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The Truth

Life Begins at conception. True
Freedom of choice begins before conception. True
Freedom of choice after conception. False
Freedom of choice to kill your baby. False

Abortion kills.

Abstinence is the only right choice.

Fashion has become such a fun way
to experiment with and explore my
identity. For me my femme identity
is grounded in space and edification/adornment; navigating spaces
that have not welcomed me while
building myself up both in spirit
and style to the most wholesome
expression of myself.
Queer and trans get mixed up a
lot but are entirely different identities. Transgender identities belong
to people who don’t identity with
the gender they were assigned at
birth which correlates with their
birth sex (genitalia does not gender
make). I was born with female genitalia, identify with the gender they
assigned me at birth because of my
sex and so I am not trans.
That would make me cisgender.
However, I also identify with masculinity, a combination of both genders, a gender outside of the binary
and sometimes, no gender at all.
That makes me queer. It is possible
to inhabit multiple spaces at once
that seem opposed or in contradiction; folks, it’s called being human.
Some trans people choose to undergo a sex reassignment surgery
so that their physical bodies might
better exist as expressions of their
mental, emotional and spiritual
selves.
Gender at the end of the day is
a social construct; the binary was
created to establish a hierarchy and
system of power and oppression.
Janet Mock, a popular trans figure,
novelist and journalist, said in her
first book “Redefining Realness”
that “gender is who you go to bed
as.” My gender identity(ies) allow
me to be most comfortable in the
skin I inhabit and it should be that
way for everyone.
The world is experiencing a gender revolution of sorts right now;
no longer are people allowing their
bodies to in any shape or form, be

dictated by established constructs
of our societies and cultures. People
are becoming more sensitive to the
nuance and complexity of how everyone experiences, interacts with
and expresses their gender. It is no
longer okay to assume someone’s
gender based on their sex, physical
appearance, partner, sexual orientation, etc.
Pronouns matter. On my first
day in a Women’s Studies 101
course I took two semesters ago, the
professor, Dr. Sara Hosey, passed
out index cards and asked us three
things, one of which really made
an impression on me. She asked
us what our pronouns are (and she
has been the only professor I’ve
had at NCC that has done so) and
therefore set the bar very high for
professors henceforth. For those
who don’t know, pronouns are the
gender articles and descriptors we
answer to: he, she, they, ze, zer, xi,
xer, etc. Our pronouns deserve acknowledgement and respect, therefore upon meeting anyone it is appropriate to ask their pronouns.
They’ll love you for it.
I am a queer, femme, woman.
How I choose to live into and manifest any one of those identities at
any given time never invalidates the
other. I don’t want to be a mother:
still a woman. I don’t wear makeup:
still femme. I wear chinos, lipstick
and bowties: still queer. No one is
coming to take my gender identity
from me; I created it, it’s mine. So,
allow me to introduce myself: Hey
girl hey! My name is Ibiene Sotonye
Amina Minah, you may call me Ibiene (e-byeah-neh), my pronouns
are she/her and they/them and I’m
a queer femme woman.
Who are you?

Alternative to Abortion

Choose Life for Me!
After 18 days you can hear my heartbeat.
After 40 days, you can measure my brain
waves.
After 45 days, I feel pain and respond to
touch.
Free Pregnancy Testing, Information, and
Counseling
Also post-abortion counseling.
Call: 1-631-243-0066
1-631-243-2373
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MEN’S BASKETBALL RETURN
TO NATIONALS
by Raghav Khurana
Sports Editor

It’s no secret Nassau Basketball
is good as they finished with a 23-4
regular season record.
They played in the first round of
the regional against Queensborough
Community College and defeated
them with a score of 70 to 48. They
were led by Dana King who had 14
points 7 rebounds 2 blocks and 1
steal. Game 2 was against Sullivan
County Community College with
Nassau winning with a score of 102
to 100. They were led by Patrick
Gardner who had 23 points 11 rebounds and 2 blocks, Jalen Burgess
added 20 points 6 assists 8 rebounds
and 4 steals. Off the bench Tyler

Banks added another 17 points 4 rebounds and 1 steal in a 2OT win.
Nassau defeated #1 seed Suffolk 2 times earlier in the season
but they were looking to hand them
a third loss. This game was led by
Dana King who had 30 points 3 assists 4 rebounds and 2 steals. King
who went 10/20 and 4/7 from three
games helped his team advance once
again to Nationals and got tournament MVP honors. The Lions advance to Nationals once again and
clinched their 3rd straight regional
title with the upset win over Suffolk CC. Nassau CC Basketball is the
2 seed in the NJCAA Division III

INSTAGRAM @LIONSNCC

LIONS OF THE WEEK
by Raghav Khurana
Sports Editor

Sophomore Dana White’s outstanding performance for the Lions against
Suffolk to advance into Nationals earned
him the Lion of the Week title.
10/20 - 30 pts
4 Rebounds
3 Assists
2 Steals
1 Block
He was a huge threat on both sides
of the ball, posting significant difference
-making numbers throughout the game.
INSTAGRAM @LIONSNCC

COME JOIN INTRAMURALS IN OUR NEW
TAI CHI CLASS
MEETS DURING CLUB HOUR
TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS 11:30 - 12:30
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