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The Project:
An Improved NYS Thruway Interchange for Utica

● What?
○ Your company has been selected to prepare a feasibility study and preliminary designs for am 

improved Interchange 31.
● Why?

○ The Utica area is served by Interstate 90 with an interchange at Genesee Street, with what has 
evolved into a somewhat convoluted connection to other highways such as NYS Routes 8, 12, and 
49.

○ Interchange 31 Utica was placed and constructed at a time when the population of the area was 
concentrated in the City of Utica, making a quick connection from the interstate to where people 
lived and worked at the time. But since the 1950’s, much of the population has shifted west, north, 
and south. There are excellent highways to get to these areas, but utilizing them efficiently is a 
challenge. Some of the connections work, but most could use improvement.

○ Exiting from the toll booth, a vehicle travelling to Rte’s 8, 12, and 49 must first merge onto a city 
street, turn right at a signalized intersection, then a ramp onto Rte 49. It’s very inefficient, and the 
accident rate is certainly higher than what a direct, limited access highway would be. 

○ With the coming adoption of ticketless tolling, could direct links from Rte 49 be made?
○ What structure could be designed as part of this project? Bridges are a bit outside of the scope of 

this design team’s capability, but perhaps a new, much-improved visitor’s center?
● What Design?

○ It’s up to your team to come up with alternatives. Direct connections to the Thruway? Completely 
new interchange? A new ramp and bridge to Rte 49? Something unique and “out of the box?”  The 
choice is yours to come up with.

● How?
○ Utilize your design, CADD, and organizational skills to put on an insanely great presentation!
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Interchange 31 - Utica - Connection Issues

No Direct Connection from 
Interchange to NYS Rte 49 
West and Rte’s 8 and 12



Interchange 31 
- Close-up of 
Toll Booth, 
Connection to 
Rte 49/I-790 
via Genesee St 
and Auert Ave



Interchange 31 - Connecting Directly to/from Thruway
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Entering Genesee Street from Toll Booth, then to Auert Ave to get to Rte 49/I-790 



Thruway & Rte 49 looking west
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Looking West over Toll Booth towards possible connection to Rte 49



Possible Connection from Toll Booth over Thruway to connect to Rte 49



Various Informational Websites for the Project:
● NYS Thruway Authority: http://www.thruway.ny.gov/index.shtml
● NYSDOT: https://www.dot.ny.gov/index
● NYSDOT Highway Design Manual: 

https://www.dot.ny.gov/divisions/engineering/design/dqab/hdm
● NYSDOT Pay Item Catalog: https://www.dot.ny.gov/pic 
● AASHTO: http://www.transportation.org/
● NYS Thruway Wikipedia page: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_State_Thruway
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