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An inside scoop about the students leaders who repre-
sent the student body and how their decisions affect you       

...See Pages 4-5

Ford Scholarship 
For NCC Students

October  26th, Ford awarded mar-
keting students: Royland Robinson, 
Karan Kataria (Ran), Jenn Dorler, and 
Molly Pletenycky with a scholarship of 
$15,000 for the FordAcademic Chal-
lenge Energy U. NCC commends their 
outstanding academic achievements. 
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TRADITION REVIVED
Pep Rally 

October 13 was NCC’s official Pep 
Rally Day, which took place right in-
front of the CCB. Over two hundred 
students came together to represent 
Nassau Community College, and have 
a great time showing school spirit! 
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HAPPENINGS What’s going on

                    Events
The Student Government Association meets on 

Monday at 3 p.m. in the College Center, Rm. 252-253.  
Upcoming meetings are on Nov. 6 and Nov. 20.

Will America soon be under water? Has Donald 
Trump declared war on immigrants?  Is America heading 
for a showdown with North Korea?   If you have a thought 
about these or any other issues (including life at NCC), 
send it to Vignette’s Opinions section.  Opinions is seeking 
essays of 250-750 words from the campus community for 
fall 2017 issues.  Send submissions to OPINIONS, Vignette, 
College Center, Rm. 347 or email them to NCCVignette@
gmail.com (subject line: OPINIONS).  Remember to include 
your name and telephone number.   

Is there a reporter in the house? How about a reviewer 
or photographer or a thoughtful columnist?  The Vignette, 
NCC’s student newspaper,  is seeking reporters, reviewers, 
photographers, and other staff members for 2017-2018.  
No experience is necessary, though interest, enthusiasm, and 
idealism will help.  The Vignette meets on Tuesdays at club 
hour (11:30 a.m.) in its office in Room 347 of the College 
Center. Stop by!  

The Student Organization of Latinos (SOL) meets 
every Thursday at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in Building G, 
Rm. 243.  The club sponsors field trips, sponsors an annual 
scholarship, promotes Hispanic cultural awareness, and 
more. New members welcome.  For information about 
upcoming events, text @ccb322 to 81010.  

Care about clean air, clean drinking water, consumer 
rights, voter registration, and other issues related to the 
quality of life in America and the world? Get involved with 
the NCC chapter of NYPIRG (New York Public Interest 
Research Group), which works on all of these issues and 
more.  Call (516) 222-0086 for more information.  

If you like planning campus events, NCC’s 
Programming Board wants to meet you!  The club meets 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in the 
College Center, Rm. 343.  All are welcome. 

Haraya, NCC’s Pan-African Student Coalition, 
meets on Tuesdays amd Thursdays at club hour (11:30 
a.m.) in Building G, Rm 323. All are welcome.  For more 
information, email Harayancc65@gmail.com.  

NCC’s Cultural program invites the campus 
community to “The Search for Justice,” a talk by Gwen 
Carr, mother of Eric Garner, on Monday, Nov. 20 (9:30 
a.m.) in the College Center’s Multipurpose Room.  All are 
welcome.  

Want to unwind and have some fun?  Try the student 
lounge (College Union, second floor).  The lounge features 
pool, ping-pong, and other games. For more information, 
visit the lounge or call 572-0682. 

NCC’s Career Center holds walk-in hours every 
Thursday from 9:30-11 a.m.  in Nassau Hall, Rm. 14.  If you 
have a career question, need some career advice, or want to 
learn more about the Center’s resources, stop by.   

NCC has your back! Mentors are waiting to talk 
with you and to answer your questions about  classes, 
financial aid, time management, areas of study and anything 
else related to life at NCC.  To sign up for a mentor, go to 
ncc.edu/mentoringprogram.  Questions? Email mentoring@
ncc.edu  

Did you know that student veterans at NCC have their 
own center? The Student Veterans Center, located in the 
Tower, Plaza level, is open daily (Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.). 
The Center offers veteran benefits workshops, leadership 
opportunities, and opportunities to meet other veterans.  Stop 
by and see what the Center is all about.   

The Intervarsity Christian Fellowship invites the 
NCC campus to its meetings on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
club hour (11:30 a.m.) in the College Union, Rm. 302. 

PeaceWork, a student club devoted to exploring 
alternatives to violence, invites the student body to join the 
group and be an advocate for peace.  The club meets every 

Thursday at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in G-375.
“Substance Abuse Among Youth: The Role That 

Educators Play” will be the subject of a presentation by 
Prof. Rona Barzilay-Ungar, Dept. of Student Personnel 
Services, at the Nov. 9 (11:30 a.m.) meeting of the Future 
Teachers Club.  The program will be held in Cluster B, Rm. 
133.  All are welcome. 

Amnesty International, a student group devoted to 
understanding human rights issues, meets on Tuesdays at 
club hour (11:30 a.m.) in G-375.   

In search of a way to relax?  Try Yoga--Tues. and 
Thurs., noon (P-120) and Wednesday at 5 p.m. (P-120).  For 
more information, call 572-7684, ext. 26602. 

NCC Pride Club meets Thursdays at 11:30 a.m. in 
G-333.   All are welcome.

The Department of Student Personnel Services 
will present the following learning skills workshop:  
“Managing Test Anxiety,” Tuesday, Nov. 7, 11:30 a.m. in 
Nassau Hall, Rm. 206. The workshop is free and open to 
currently enrolled NCC students. For more information, call 
572-7141. 

Thinking of pursuing a major in creative writing at a 
four-year school?  Learn about creative writing programs at 
local colleges and universities at NCC’s Creative Writing 
Fair on Tuesday, Nov. 14 (11:30 a.m.) in the Bradley Hall 
Ballroom. 

How does the word SLUT justify bullying, rape, 
and the sexual double-standard?  What is the reality of 
violence against women?  These are among the questions 
that will be addressed at the annual Women’s Resource 
Center symposium on Wednesday, Nov. 15 (11 a.m.-12:15 
p.m.) in the College Center’s Multipurpose Room.  The 
featured speaker will be Katie Cappiello, a teacher, writer, 
and director of four original plays, including “SLUT: A 
Play and Guidebook for Combatting Sexism and Sexual 
Violence.”  All are welcome.  

Author Laura Bates will speak at NCC about her 
book, “Shakespeare Saved My Life,”  on Tuesday, Nov. 14 
at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. in the College Center’s Multipurpose 
Room.  Her best-selling book is the 2017 common reading 
text at NCC. 

Do you know what you’ll be taking next semester?  If 
not, attend the Academic Planning workshop on Thursday, 
Nov. 26 at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in Nassau Hall, Rm. 206. 

The Transfer Office will also sponsor its annual 
Transfer Fair on Thursday, Oct. 26 (10 a.m.- 1 p.m.) in 
the Phys Ed Complex (Field House).  Representatives from 
more than 100 colleges will be on hand to discuss transfer 
opportunities with NCC students.  For more information, call 
the Transfer Office at 572-7127.

Wondering what you can do with a major in ____? 
Learn how majors and careers connect at the Career 
Center’s “Major Choices: Connecting Majors and 
Careers,” on Tuesday, Nov. 14 (11:30 a.m.) in Nassau Hall, 
Rm. 14.  All are welcome. 

NCC’s Creative Writing Program presents a talk by 
actress Shannon Matesky on Tuesday, Nov. 7 (1-2:15 p.m.) 
in the Library, second floor.  Matesky is the producer and 
curator of Queer Abstract, a monthly performance series in 
Brooklyn that has been featured in The New York Times.    

             Academic Information
     Emergency school closings will be announced over 
the following radio stations: AM: Walk 1370; WOR 1010; 
WCBS 880; WHLI 1100; and    WINS 1010. FM: WALK 
97.5; WBAB 102.3; WBLI 106.1; B103.1; KJOY 98.3; 
LOVE 96.1; WMJC 94.3; WRCN 103.9; and WHPC 90.3.  
School closings will also be announced on News 12 Long 
Island and channels 2 and 4 and will be posted, on the NCC 
website, www.ncc.edu as well as www.wor710.com and 
www.WCBS880.com. 
     The NCC Library’s hours are Monday-Thursday, 8 
a.m.-9 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-8 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m.-

4:30 p.m.  The Library will be closed on Sunday.  
The Writing Center’s fall 2017 hours are as follows: 

Writing Center (Bradley Hall, first floor): Monday, and 
Wednesday, 8:45 a.m.-2:45 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday, 
9:15 a.m.-3:15 p.m.; Friday, 8:45 a.m.-2:45 p.m. Library 
Annex (Second Floor, Rm. 233): Monday and Wednesday, 
12:30-8 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday, 10 a.m-7:45 p.m.; 
Saturday, 10:15 a.m.-3:30 p.m. For more information, call 
572-7195.

Looking for a quiet place to study?  Try the Study 
Lounge on the third floor (Rm. 310) of the College Center.  
Hours: Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Registration for winterim classes has begun. Check 
out the schedule of classes on the NCC homepage, make an 
appointment with your advisor, and register early. 

Follow NCC news on Twitter.com/NCCVignette and 
Twitter.com/fye_nassaucc as well as on the First-Year 
Experience blog, “What’s Up, NCC?” www.whatsupncc.
blogspot.com. 

Admissions representatives from the following 
colleges and universities will be on campus to speak with 
NCC students about transfer opportunities: Manhattan 
College, Thursday, Nov. 2; Molloy College, Wednesday, 
Nov. 8;  Mercy College, Thursday, Nov. 9. These visits will 
take place in Building G (lobby) from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The Nassau Community College Federation of 
teachers (NCCFT) invites applications for theM. Debra 
DeSanto Student Aide Scholarship.  A $300 award will 
be made to a full-time student in good academic standing 
who has completed a minimum of fifteen academic credits 
at NCC with a grade-point average of 3.0 and who has 
been a student aide for at least one complete semester.  
Applications and information may be obtained at www.nccft.
org or the NCCFT Office (Cluster F, Rm. 3293; 572-7198).  
Completed applications must be returned to the NCCFT 
office (Cluster F, Rm. 3293) by noon on Thursday, March 
23, 2018. 

The Nassau Community Federation of Teachers 
(NCCFT) invites applications for the Aaron Seligman 
Memorial Scholarship ($1000).  At the time of application, 
students must be a full-time NCC student in good academic 
standing during the academic year in which the application 
is submitted; have completed a minimum of 48 academic 
credits with at least 16 credits in mathematics, computer 
science, and/or information technology; have completed 
a minimum of two full-time semesters at NCC; have 
a minimum grade-point average of 3.5; and be able to 
document active involvement in leadership activity with 
two letters of appropriate recommendation.   Applications 
and information are available online at www.nccft.org or 
in the NCCFT Office (Cluster F, Rm. 3293; 572-7198).  
Completed applications must be returned to the NCCFT 
office (Cluster F, Rm. 3293) by noon on Thursday, March 
23, 2018. 

The Nassau Community College Federation of 
teachers (NCCFT) invites applications for the Joseph F. 
Carlino, Jr. Scholarships for NCC Graduating Students.  
A $3000 award will be made to a full-time student who 
will graduate in May 2018 or who graduated from NCC 
the previous summer or fall.   A $1000 scholarship will 
be presented to the first runner-up.  At the time of their 
application, interested students must have completed a 
minimum of 48 credits as a full-time student at NCC; have 
a 3.7 grade-point average (maintained through graduation); 
must have been accepted to an accredited four-year institution 
of higher learning; and be able to document unpaid service 
to the college and/or community while a student at NCC.   
Applications and information are available online at www.
nccft.org or in the NCCFT Office (Cluster F, Rm. 3293; 
572-7198).  Completed applications must be returned 
to the NCCFT office (Cluster F, Rm. 3293) by noon on 
Wednesday, March 23, 2018. 
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Stamp out silence. 
Write a letter to 

the editor.

The Vignette is the official 
student newspaper and student 
voice of Nassau Community 

College.  It is published 
throughout the fall and spring 

semesters.  Membership is open 
to all NCC students.

The Vignette welcomes 
letters to the editor as well 

as Opinions articles.  Letters 
should be limietd to 350 words.  

Opinions essays should be 
limited to 700 words.  Letters 
and Opinions pieces must be 

signed and contain the author’s 
telephone number or campus 

extension.  The newspaper will 
withhold names on request.

The editorial board reserves 
the right to edit stories or 

letters for clarity and length.  
Views expressed in letters 

and Opinions essays do not 
necessarily reflect those of the 

editorial board.

The Vignette accepts 
classified and display 

advertisements from campus 
and off-campus advertisers.  

Publication of ads in the 
newspaper does not imply 

endorsement of products or     
                  services.   

Address:      
     Vignette
     Nassau Community College
     College Center, Rm. 347
     Garden City, N.Y. 11530    
     Telephone: (516) 222-7071
      nccvignette@gmail.com

     Richard Conway
     Faculty Advisor

Selling a textbook, looking for a room-
mate, 

or starting a business?  

Reach out to the NCC campus commu-
nity through Vignette classifieds.    

Editorial Board
Raffy Donado
Editor-in-Chief

Nsikak Ekong
News Editor

James Rooney
Acting Features Editor

Lowell Pascall
Opinions Editor

Harvey Garcia
Sports Editor

Tania Guerrier
Style Editor

Stephanie Bautista
Arts Editor

Olivia Laudano
Advertising Manager

Devon Lowell Pascall
Photography Editor

Royalnd Robinson
Business Manager

Walter Meija
Public Relations

  Contributors 
Avi Ezor, Caroline Parada, Diane 
Nahas, Nsikak Ekong, Rebecca 

Randham, Kimberly Brown, Walter 
Meijia, Zachary Rodrigues, 

The Vignette supports the First Amendment  to the United States Constitution.  
You should too!! 

“The most efficient way to ensure the government’s ac-
countability is an aggressive, free, challenging, untrusting 

press” -Colin Powell

Since the first day I stepped foot in the Vignette office these words 
have been posted on the front door. This quote proves to be relevant 
and powerful especially in today’s politics, and in the Era of “fake 
news”. Labels have become a large part of the division within this 

country and within our campus. In this issue we have exercised our 
First Amendment right, the Freedom of the press, and speech in 

which we have reported the facts about what is actually happening 
behind the scenes. Our staff has been dedicated to reporting and pub-
lishing Issues that affect every single faculty, administrator and stu-
dent at NCC, in hopes that perhaps if the population is made aware 
of issues, they could potentially be inspired to go out and speak out. 
With that being said I’d like say good luck on your upcoming exams 

and to prepare for the coming months. Winter is coming. 

Editorial

Rafael Donado joined the Vignette as Style Editor 
in the 2016 Fall semester. As a Style Editor Donado’s 

responsiblites were to supervise and provide content for 
the style section. Eventually, with the help of  his profes-
sors, peers and plenty of hard work, Donado was elected 
Editor-In-Chief, in the 2017 spring semester. Since than 
Donado has upgraded the Vignette Layout, taking into 
account graphic design aspects, making the publication 
more visually appealing as well as creating an online 

presence launching the Vignette’s first website 
WWW.NCCVIGNETTE.com. 

ABOUT THE EDITOR

By Rafael Donado
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The Student Government As-
sociation (SGA) serves as the gen-
eral liaison between the student 
body and all other parties within, 
and external to Nassau Commu-
nity College. SGA is also respon-
sible for the establishment and 
recognition of all activities of the 
student body. Another responsibil-
ity of the SGA is to serve as the 
agency which recommends to the 
Faculty Student Association the 
acceptance or rejection of all bud-
get requests made by any student 
organization recognized by the 
SGA. The SGA consists of seven 
e-board members which include 
President, Vice President, Trea-
surer, Secretary, Public Relations 
Chairperson, Student Trustee, and 
Academic Senate Chairperson. 
The board also includes eight sen-

ators consisting of freshmen and 
sophomores  Each one have their 
own duties and responsibilities.  

Over the past two weeks the 
Nassau Community Vignette in-
terviewed several members of 
Student Government incorporat-
ing their goals for the Fall/Spring 
semesters. Our staff members 
took the time to interview several 
of their members to further ex-
plore their goals for the campus. 
The mission of the Vignette is to 
inform students on where the as-
sociation stands on some of the  
complications the college is fac-
ing, as well as to promote and 
make our students become good 
stewards by participating in lead-
ership positions such as SGA.

INTRO: WHAT IS SGA
Walter Meija

By Walter Mejia 

“Making sure we’re standing up and talking until all the 
faculty administrators know who we are.” 

Q: What is your mission here at Nassau Community College?
 “The mission here really was to interview all the students because I feel like there is a 

little division here between the students that just come to go to classes and leave, and those that 
are actually here as part of the clubs. So, more integration and help them transition here out of 
Nassau.”

Q: What issue do you think is the most important on campus?
 “I think the biggest issue right now is having more presence with students and more 

committees and making sure faculty administrators know what students want and what their 
interests are.” 

Q: So you think the students don’t reach the faculty as much?
 “I think they are. Student government does attend the committees but, what our 

government wants to do this year is make sure we’re standing up and talking until all the faculty 
administrators know who we are.”

Q: How can you address the issues you stated?   
 “What we’ve been doing is like I said, attending our committee meetings or academic 

senate meetings. We’ve definitely been speaking up more, all of us are now standing together as 
one unit. I am the voice of the students!” 

Q: Think about this quick and I want you to be honest. Name me one club that will 
help you achieve that issue?

 “One club will be, actually, I have two in  mind. Haraya and CSO (Caribbean 
Student Organization). We’ve always worked with S.O.L (Student Organization Latinos) and 
Programming Board, so I know those are clubs I can be in contact with but, the presidents of 
CSO and Haraya have been really involved this year coming up with amazing ideas.”

Q: How can you improve the quality of life for students on campus?
 “In terms of quality of life, it’s more of the student voice. Last year, they wanted to 

decrease student voice and academic meetings. Right now, we’re at 20% and they wanted us to 
decrease that, that’s lowering the opinions of the students and that kinda to come to our office 
and we already have so many people that come in and out of our office because we are really 
easy to talk to.”

RAQUEL FOSSETT:
AN INTERVIEW WITH 

THE PRESIDENT

WANPENG MENG 
Interview with the 
Academic senate 

Chairperson
By: Nsikak Ekong

Editor’s Note: With two 
months into the fall semester 
at NCC, the Student Government 
Association’s members have 
certain issues they want to tackle 
in the next six months. The 
Vignette’s News Editor Nsikak 
Ekong and Staff Writer Mitchell 
Ki spoke with Wanpeng Meng, 
the Academic Senate Chairperson 
of SGA about his plans for this 
school year.

Q. What are your 
responsibilities as Academic 
Senate Chairperson of SGA?

My responsibility is to write 
schedules assign student senators 
to attend the committee meetings 
as well as the Academic Senate 
meetings. My responsibility 
is to also make sure student 
representative can attend all 
meetings and bring student voice 
to the meetings.

Q. What was the breakdown 
you received once in the 
position?

I had an orientation from 
the last Academic Senate 
Chairperson, Ariyanna Simmons.

Q. What is your mission at 

Nassau Community College?
My mission is to serve the 

students to find what students 
really need and to protect students 
as well. If professors have rules 
that they want to change which is 
not beneficial to students. I have 
to speak out for all the students 
because most of the meetings 
there are only one student 
representative. So if we don’t 
speak out nobody can help us. 
That is basically my mission. 

Q. What are your priorities/
goals?

My goal is to improve the 
communication between the 
faculty members and the student 
body. To make students know 
what’s going on and what happens 
in the meetings. Along with what 
they are talking about and like 
what the faculty members are 
focused on. How to change the 
campus if it’s good for students.

Q. What student life issues 
would you like to address as 
Academic Senate chairperson?

For example, during the 
summer there was one thing that 
happened in the meeting with our 
president and someone brought 

Continued on page  6 
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THERÉSÈ RUSELL: 
WHAT ITS LIKE TO BE ON BOARD

By: Elisha Asif, Briana Battle

“I would like to 
make sure that we 
have the highest 
amount of Nassau 
students graduating 
as we possibly can.” 

Q.  What are your 
responsibilities as Student 
Trustee of SGA?

“As a student trustee, I’m re-
sponsible for representing all the 
students on campus to the Board 
of Trustees. They are all fantas-
tic people, very professional, 
but they come from all different 
backgrounds, so they bring a 
lot of backgrounds to the table; 
however, it’s really important to 
have the students represented at 
the table, because we have past 
school superintendents, we have 
mayors, we have so many things, 
but it’s so important to have the 
students there. My responsibil-
ity is to make sure that all the 
students’ voices are heard and to 
make sure, especially, I love ask-
ing students, like, how Nassau 
can improve and I want as many 
student to ask me or tell how you 
think Nassau can improve. So 
many responsibilities! Just bring-
ing the student voice on the table 
is very important. I think we 
have a lot of, so far, we have just 
been making sure that the school 
is best it can be for middle states 
and I think the school has done 
an incredible, incredible job, all 
the professors and the adminis-
tration has been working so hard 
and it’s looking good.”

Q. What was the break-
down you received once in the 
position?

“What was the breakdown 
I received? What do you mean 
by that? The training? When 
I joined so I talked to the past 
student trustee ‘Michael Held’ 
and I also talked to the student 
trustee before Michael, ‘Jennifer’ 
and they were both so, so help-
ful; and they told me all of these 
tips and they told me everything 
I would be doing with the board 
of trustees and their experiences, 
and how they were able to do 
it. The training I received: I had 
a meeting with Dr. King, I also 
had a meeting with the chair of 
the board of trustees and both 
informed me of how things are 
ran here, politically and policy 
wise, kind of. Like you know the 
breakdown, yeah the breakdown 
of where the academic stands, 
the breakdown of the structure 
here at Nassau, like politically 
kind of policy wise and every-
one’s jobs and everything.”

Q.   What are your priorities/
goals?

“To represent students to the 
board of trustees. Just trying to 
make sure the students have a 
voice when policy is implement-
ed at Nassau. I feel like it’s all 
the same thing. Definitely mak-
ing sure that the student’ voices 
are heard at the board of trustees, 
because the board of trustees 
is kind of the highest level of 
policy making. They are the pol-
icy makers, here at Nassau and 
it’s just so important that they 
understand what student’s opin-
ions are, what student’s views 

are, you know, what’s going on 
here that students are concerned 
about, because you know, this is 
how we make policies. There are 
problems that arise and students 
have to bring these up and make 
sure that people know what’s 
going, and how we can improve 
this college. And a highlight on 

making sure students voices and 
opinions and concerns are heard 
by the Board of Trustees and the 
administration of Nassau. And 
then also, participating with the 
SGA, obviously, the group. And 
you know, making sure that we 
get students involved on campus. 
As Student Trustee, I’m part of 
the student government execu-
tive board, I’m also part of the 
board of trustees, so that another 
one too. I’m sorry that’s not 
very clear, the position isn’t very 
clear.” 

Q. How do you plan to go 
about addressing the issues 
that arise?

“So, students can come to 
me and tell me their opinions or 
give me their information that I 
can possibly pass to our secretary 
and you know, try and make it 
a part of our agenda, kind of. 
And also I can bring anything to 
the board also any concerns that 
the students are having. That’s 
a good question, wait a second. 
Yeah, so I’m slowly learning all 
of this, but you know, whenever 
issues come up, I’ve made sure 
that I know what the students 
views are. So far we’ve really 
been making sure that college is 
in good shape for middle states, 
but now that middle states is 
coming to a close, and we’re 
getting more results than we are 
trying to fix things, I think now 
is the time that is coming when 
student’ voices should be heard 
more, and we should be dealing 
with concerns more, because 
we’ve just been dealing with that 
has been improving the college 
for students, because middle 

states whole goal is to improve 
college for students. Make sure 
everybody’s voices are heard. 
Like, you know, I have some 
things that I would like to imple-
ment here, like I have thing that 
I’m interested in and I’m excited 
about, but I’m not sure, I think; 
also, SGA is on board too, I think 
we’ll share them as the time goes 
on, we are not really sure if these 
issues are something we’ll actu-
ally implement yet. So, we have 
a lot of things coming up, as 
SGA, we’re all really excited, we 
have some policies we’d like to 
be interested in possibly imple-
menting; however, we haven’t 
really gotten started on them yet. 
But, hopefully they are coming 
up soon and I can share them 
with everyone.“

Q. Do have any clubs in 
mind that you could help you 
achieve your goal? If so how?

““SGA, obviously, already 
has a lot of help, and tries our 
best to work with The Vignette 
and Programming Board of 
course are always very helpful. 
I don’t know if I would choose 
any specific clubs, I would just 
suggest students to get involved. 
Student also come to us with 
your ideas and things you’re 
interested in and if you want 
an event on campus that you 
have an idea for or if you have 
a policy that you are interested 
in. Obviously, Vignette is a great 
club to get our word out, but I 
would just suggest all the clubs 
to help us and students involved 
at Nassau”

Q. What obstacles do you 
see facing the Student Govern-
ment Association this year?

“I would like to make sure 
that we have the highest amount 
of Nassau students graduating as 
we possibly can. I think the worst 
thing that can possibly happen on 
campus is to have a student come 
here, take a lot of classes and still 
not know what they want to do, 

or without a degree, or you know 
without transferring, kind of like 
without a clear vision of where 
they want to go in life. You don’t 
have to have a clear vision com-
ing out of Nassau of what you 
want to do. Nassau should be a 
stepping stone to your step of 
wherever you’ll be going in life 
and to have students not gradu-
ating and not transferring and 
they don’t know what they want 
to do or what career path they 
want to go to after their time at 
Nassau, I think is just horrible. 
So we should really be focusing 
on making sure that students are 
well equipped with like either 
having a degree or just even 
having help from career counsel-
ling center or advisement, where 
they want to go in the future, do 
they want to transfer to a college, 
what they want to do. Nobody 
should be coming taking a 
couple of classes and still having 
no clear answer as to where they 
want to go and I think it is so 
important that students graduate 
and there should be more empha-
sis on making sure that students 
come out of here with something 
more valuable.”

Q. If you could fast-for-
ward a year to the end of your 
term, what you have liked to 
accomplish by the end of your 
term in May 2018?

“I would like to have to more 
students graduating, more stu-
dents transferring, more students 
involved on campus and feeling 
welcome and excited and have 
them coming out with lots of 
friends, you know plans for their 
career, or their next step in life, 
or a degree.”

NOAH HOHNER:
Public Relations

By: Zachary Rodrigues

Student Government Association’s (SGA) Public Relations Chair, 
Noah Hohner, has chosen to remain silent and declined the opportunity 
of an interview. Attempts to communicate through email were declined.

The Student Government Association Office was approached, 
he was indirectly contacted to schedule an appointment. He stated 
he would be in a meeting that evening and would be unavailable. 
Following a final attempt at contact, he said, “At this moment in time, I 
am uninterested in being interviewed.”.

photos by Nsikak Ekong
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Continued from page 4WANPENG MENG  Interview . . .
out the issue that we should limit students 
to attend Academic Senate meetings. Basically 
we used to have 20% of students attend Academic 
Senate meetings for every monthly meeting. 
However, they feel it is not quite an efficient thing 
because there’s never 20% of students attending the 
meetings and also they think students don’t have an 
idea about how to manage their future. Like how 
to determine their future. Based on those reasons 
they want to cut 20% into five or seven students. 
Which is only SGA student members that can attend 
the meetings. In that meeting I give the voice as 
a student representative I said this is unfair for 
students. We have 20,000 students do you think it 
is fair for only five or seven students to attend the 
meetings? The next reason is 20% of the students 
that attend the meeting that means we encourage 
students to speak out to have a voice on campus. 
And to let every student know how powerful our 
voice is. So this a signal of respect and let faculty 
members respect our voice. I don’t think students 
have an idea of managing their future. They come 
here to study to have a better education. That’s why 
I feel 20% of students kept.

Q. Do have any clubs in mind that you could 
help you achieve your goal?

SOL. SOL (the Student Organization of Latinos) 
is the largest club on campus and every other 
Monday we have our SGA meeting they will attend 
and what we say during the meetings we bring it 
to them as well. SOL can bring our voice to their 
club members. We also have contacts to the e-board 
members of SOL. Not only I want to work with 
large clubs, but small clubs as well. They also have 
the right to know what happens in our meetings. We 
are live streaming our meetings through Instagram 
and it is a start to not only bigger clubs see what’s 
going on, also small clubs can know a little bit 
about what we are doing. Last semester I created a 
club called the Rubix Cube Club. When I was the 
president I didn’t know what was SGA, and SGA is 
about. Until I go to the meetings and I was like wow 
that’s SGA, they do a lot for us. If we can bring our 

voice to small clubs it will be 
another benefit to the student body.

Q. What obstacles do you see facing the 
Student Government Association this year?

Communication. If we don’t communicate with 
each other then we will have a big problem. I feel 
that communication is an efficient thing to keep 
a good relationship among other clubs and other 
SGA’s. If I feel happy about what you are doing I 
will tell you and let you know that i am not happy 
with that. We are going to change so that we can 
meet our own standards. 

Q. If you could fast-forward a year to 
the end of your term, what you have liked to 
accomplish by the end of your term in May 
2018?

Right now myself and the chair of the 
Academic Senate, Professor Moore have a very 
good relationship. Our Academic Senate changed 
alot since last year, we used to have the right to 
change campus policies. Now we have lost the 
right to change policies. Because we are going 
to have a shared government and not one that 
is controlled by someone. Which means our 
Academic Senate meetings can only bring this 
policy to recommend this policy through someone 
else. Our goal is to make sure to push our policy to 
benefit students. And also let President Keen and 
the Board of Trustees know we are not weak and 
also that we are doing something for the students. 
That’s one of our goals. The second is to find out 
what the students really want. Like their graduation 
requirement for example some of them already told 
me that they are not satisfied with our graduation 
rate. So we are having our SGA and the professors 
have meetings soon to talk about this issue. So at 
the end of this year I want to accomplish this goal to 
make some change to our graduation requirements 
so more and more students graduate here instead of 
spending five or six years here. 

 

The S.G.A 
Programming Board is 
the  Nassau Community 
College. It provides a 
wide range of social, 
cultural, recreational, and 
educational programs, 
and encourage and 
provide  active student 
involvement in the 
conception, planning and 
delivery of programs and 
events. This organization 
is also responsible for 
events in which its 
committees sponsor and 
for events in which are 
co-sponsored with other 
campus groups. With the 
wide range of students at 
NCC, the Programming 
Board is responsible for 
developing leadership 
which is reflective of the 
diversity of the campus, 
and offering programs 
designed to appeal to a 
wide variety of students. 

According to Remonda 
Missha the president, the 
Programming Board are 
responsible for hosting a 
large amount of events for 
the student body . One of 

their biggest events is SpringFest 
which occurs every year in the 
Spring Semester at NCC. They 
also host the banquets and this fall  
semester they will be having a Winter 
Ball on November 30th. “We host a 
lot of off campus events like games, 
broadway shows. We also host on 
campus events like Stress Relief, 
Massages, Candy Workshops, and 
90’s Day” Missha said. This year 
the programming board have a lot of 
representatives that have different 
jobs and responsibilities which also 
includes their e-board. The current 
e-board consists of:

Remonda Missha - President
Isbah Qasim - Vice President
Ary Peralta - Event Planner
Angela Steinmann - Treasurer 
Each of them have their own 

duties and responsibilities as an 
e-board member of the Programming 
Board.  As president fostering a 
sense of community on the campus 
for planning events and scheduling/
overseeing student activities that 
help students get involved in 
campus life. The president is also 
the official spokesperson of the 
Programming Board and is also 
handles development of goals, 
annual calendar and planning 
schedules. The vice president 
assists the president in the execution 
of his/her responsibilities, chair 
meetings in the absence of the 
president and coordinate activities 
of standing committees, including 
monitoring progress and ensuring 
that planning schedules are being 
followed. The secretary takes, keeps 
and distributes the minutes of each 
meeting, maintains accurate list of 
allative members and committee 
assignments and maintains records 
and files for the Programming 
Board. The treasurer coordinates 
the budget, and processes all 
PDO’s, transfers etc. as required 
by SGA (Student Government 
Association) and FSA (Faculty 
Student Association). 

S.G.A Programming 
BoardBy Nsikak Ekong

CLOSING STATEMENT
By Walter Meija

Now more than ever, I am 
calling for collaboration between 
all the clubs, as well as our ad-
ministration. As a club/organiza-
tion on campus, we must set club 
differences to the side or we will 
never get results. The Nassau 
Community College Vignette en-
courages you all to visit the Stu-
dent Government Office in the 
third floor of the CCB. Do not be 
afraid to speak up. If you believe 
there is an issue that concerns you 
or a fellow student, it matters to 
us. Our goal is to find a solution to 
your problems. All are welcome 
to the office of the Vignette(CCB 
347)  where you can safely prac-
tice your right to free speech. The 
vignette will and always cover the 
truth so that our students know 
what is going on at all times. Even 

if it means losing the trust of our 
administration. You matter, so let 
us help, together with the rest of 
our students. The truth shall be 
cherished above all. The press 
stands for free speech, and so do 
we. Come join us because the sec-
ond you refuse to use your voice, 
we lose sight of our mission.                

photos by Nsiskak Ekong

Continued from page  4 
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Between September 15 
and October 12, 2017 Nassau 
Community College Department 
of Public Safety responded to one 
hundred-nineteen calls for service 
in tandem with the Nassau County 
Police Department and Uniondale 
Volunteer Fire Department when 
necessary. Of the one hundred-
nineteen calls received by the 
Department of Public Safety 
twenty-six were emergency 
related and the remaining ninety-
three were non-emergency calls.

Similar to previous reports 
theft and missing property 
seemed to continue to be an issue 
on campus, while a majority 
of the reports were items left 
behind and missing upon return 

the Department of Public Safety 
would like to highlight the trend 
of missing or stolen items form 
locker rooms in the Physical 
Education Complex. However 
there appeared to be a drastic 
increase of vehicle collision 
reports, twenty-six of the non-
emergency reports between 
September 15th and October 12th 
were complaints for property 
damage auto accidents that 
occurred on campus, many of 
these complaints occurred while 
the complainant was not in their 
vehicle but who had found damage 
upon return to their vehicle. 

After seeing success early in 
the fall semester the Department 
of Public safety is continuing 
to increase awareness while on 
patrol enforcing the school drug 
policy. Compared to last issue 

where there were a total of eleven 
reports of alleged recreational use 
of marijuana, during this reporting 
period there were only seven 
reports of alleged recreational 
use of marijuana. All the reports 
made regarding alleged drug 
use and possession have been 
referred to the Dean of Students. 

Like last issue, of the twenty-
six emergency calls made to the 
Department of Public Safety 
many these calls were for medical 
aid both for faculty and students. 
Most of these cases were minor 
and the complainants were able to 
be treated on site or refuse further 
medical attention. However the 
Nassau County Police Department 
was called on more than one 
occasion for ambulance transport 
to local hospitals. The remainder 
of the calls for emergency were 

fire alarms where the Uniondale 
Volunteer Fire Department was 
notified and responded to handle, 
all calls were false alarms and 
there were no fires to report.

With the recent widespread 
media coverage of the countless 
reports of sexual assault and 
harassment that have come to 
light in Hollywood, these types 
of reports appear to be on the 
forefront of everyone’s minds. 
This is not an issue that is 
isolated to Hollywood, it is a big 
issue across the board and can 
happen to anyone, anywhere. 
That being said, unfortunately 
Nassau Community College 
is not immune to these types 
of issues and situations, and 
between September 15th and 
October 12th the department 
of public safety received three 

reports regarding Title IX issues. 
One of those reports was from 
a student stating that they had 
been raped by an acquaintance, 
this report was immediately 
turned over to the Nassau County 
Police Department who took over 
the investigation. The Nassau 
Community College Department 
of Public Safety encourages 
everyone to be vigilant in putting 
a stop to these types of behaviors 
and would like to reiterate that 
this behavior as well as any type 
of sexual harassment and assault 
will not be tolerated. These 
reports are taken very seriously 
and are immediately directed 
to the appropriate agencies to 
insure that it is handled properly. 

90.3 WHPC

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT

Recently, I had the pleasure 
of interviewing Shawn Novatt, 
who has been the Director at 
90.3 WHPC, Nassau Community 
College’s radio station since 
June 2016.  Currently residing in 
Levittown, Novatt has taken on 
the responsibility of pointing the 
radio station in a new direction.  

        
“We have made a ton of 

changes,” says Novatt.  “When 
I started, there was a lot of 
repetitive programming, a lot of 
taped programming, and a lot 
of programming that actually 
didn’t even originate from Nassau 
Community College. We were 
airing a lot of syndicated shows.”

Novatt continued to name 
some of the major changes he 
made since he began to run the 
station.  “We were running a 
student radio station, and students 
weren’t on the air as often as they 
could be.”   Novatt explained that 
he moved all repeat programming 
to the overnight.  Since that is the 
time WHPC is not staffed, this 
plan seems to be working out 
smoothly.

        
“If the show didn’t originate 

on campus, I didn’t want it on 
the radio station,” Novatt says. 
He cancelled all of the syndicated 
shows in September of last year, 
and he explained he wanted the 

programs on the radio station to 
be original. His main goal was to 
put students on the air live, which 
has also worked out successfully.

        
Novatt also explained the 

modernizations that have been 
tweaked at the station, such as 
music choice. Previously, WHPC 
mostly played 60’s, 70’s and 80’s 
music. “I found that when I was 
training the students that wanted 
to work at the radio station, they 
didn’t know the music because 
the music predated them,” says 
Novatt jokingly. WHPC has 
modernized their music and one 
of their biggest shows is called 
“The Nassau Mix.”  This show 
plays 90’s, 2000’s, and focuses on 
today’s hits.

        
“We like to play those hits that 

Z100 and PLJ are going to play, 
before they play them,” he states. 
Novatt says there were some off 
the air changes as well. Staff 
recruitment was one of the biggest 
changes Novatt has made. When 
he started, there were roughly 
five students working at the 
station. Now there are over sixty 
five. Also, before the station was 
made up mostly of community 
volunteers. Now, even though the 
community volunteers are still 
an important part of the station, 
there are more students than 
community volunteers.

        
There has also been some 

equipment upgrades, such as 
new editing software and an 
updated automation system. 
“Change is inevitable when a 
new Director comes in, but I 
feel like we’ve made a lot of 
changes for the positive, and the 
station is sounding better than 
it’s ever sounded,” says Novatt 
confidently.

        
Of utmost importance to 

Novatt is the importance of 
education over listenership. Even 
though there might not be as 
many listeners for certain shows 
WHPC is broadcasting, he says it 
is important for students to get the 
experience if they are going to be 
a future broadcaster.

        
Overall, WHPC has definitely 

made significant improvements 
with their current director. The 
station is at its height with its 
growing student staff, as well 
as the sixty five programs it 
currently airsweekly. Novatt 
says there are even more new 
programs coming soon that the 
students of NCC, listeners on 
Long Island at 90.3FM, and 
worldwide by searching for 
WHPC on the iHeartRadio app, 
can look forward to listening to.

BY Kimberly Brown

BY Mathew Storz
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Cultural Exchange and 
a Sense of Belonging
Language Immersion at Nassau 

Community College (LINCC) 
provides non-credit English-
based studies to over 275 pre-
academic students per semester. 
Students admitted to the program 
are required to take a placement 
exam that’s designed for assessing 
reading and writing capabilities. 

“The program is excellent at 
preparing participants to become 
American college students” 
says program coordinator Mary 
Woodruff, “The positions are 
always occupied and in demand, 
they’ve extend onto waiting 
lists.” The program’s length 
runs anywhere from one to 
four semesters depending on 
the student’s proficiency upon 
admission. Classes run five 
days a week, four hours a day.

Conversation Partners is an 
alliance between enrolled students 
and pre-academic students 
attempting to improve spoken 
English and communication skills. 
Students apply by submitting an 
application and are matched with 
a student in the program to meet 
on campus for anywhere between 
thirty to sixty minutes a week to 
work on developing their English 
speaking and listening skills. 

The opportunity is more than 

community service, one student 
recognizes the experience as 
invaluable and describes it as a 
cultural exchange, “I’ve learned 
as much from my partner as she’s 
learned from me. This is my second 
semester being a conversation 
partner and it won’t be my last. 
It’s profound and empowering, 
it changes you.” Conversation 
Partners has successfully matched 
over one hundred and twenty-
five students so far throughout 
the semester and is still 
currently accepting applications.

Students from immigrant 
backgrounds often face racial and 
cultural adversity during their 
education, Language Immersion 
at Nassau Community College is 
providing a sense of belonging, 
opportunities and skills required 
for academic competence to 
underprivileged individuals. 
“Many of our students pass 
the final exam and are allowed 
admittance into degree programs” 
added Mary Woodruff. She 
mentioned upcoming changes such 
as an expansion to allow for more 
applicants, modifications to further 
improve retention and an upcoming 
club associated with the program.

By Zachary Rodrigues

Article and Photo By Zachary Rodri-

The Honors Program has been, and is 
continuing to be one of the most active and 
opportunity- providing associations Nassau 
Community College has available. The program 
provides the possibility to speak at regional 
conferences, attend transfer workshops, facilitate 
peer tutoring, receive priority registration for 
classes, gain access to exclusive scholarships, 
and much more. “They’re always active,” says 
one student, “I get emails throughout the week. 
I always know what’s going on, and I always 
feel connected.” The group reached a milestone 
this year, recording the involvement of over 450 
students, the highest it’s ever been. A significant 
aspect of The Honors Program are honors classes, 
which students want to stress are not harder 
than standard classes, just more dynamic. “The 
professor walks in and says, ‘Good morning,’ 
and immediately everyone responds. Everyone 
participates, and everyone who’s there wants to be 
there.” Classes immerse students in an academic 
atmosphere that encourages them to succeed 
and empowers them to develop their teamwork 
skills and their autonomy simultaneously.

Courses in the program provide an honors 
designation on an honors student’s transcript, 
reflecting to transferring institutions that the 
student is capable and courageous enough to 
want to be challenged. The program reports to be 
connecting students with the most extraordinary 
faculty the college has to offer for over 30 
years. Proposals for courses students would 
like available for honors classes can be made, 
and fundraising events and collaboration with 
other campus affiliations can be requested. 
“We’re open to suggestions from students,” 

says faculty co-coordinator and assistant 
professor Hynes-Musnisky, “When you have 
ideas, we will do whatever we can to bring 
those ideas to fruition.” The brief interview 
resonates the passion for academic excellence, 
not only represented in our participating 
students, but in all faculty involved as well. 

“Spotlight on the Honors Program at Nassau 
Community College,” an inaugural issue of the 
Honors Program Newsletter, was published this 
summer. It displays the dedication, determination 
and zeal that we can expect from some of the 
campuses most accomplished and brightest 
students. They’re currently seeking to secure a 
location for the Honors Lounge after having been 
adversely affected by recent building closure and 
transfer of function occurring on campus. The 
lounge is recognized as an area where students 
in good standing can unwind and make use of 
a refrigerator, coffee maker, and have access to 
games and other activities. Smaller class sizes, 
assistance in applying for scholarships, access 
to unique activities, dedicated advisors and 
transfer counselors, and a sense of belonging 
among scholars are among many reasons to 
strive for participation in the Honors Program. 
When asked what the best approach for being 
admitted to the Honors Program is, a program 
coordinator said that the Honors Club is open 
to honors and non-honors students alike and 
had this to say, “Work hard, manage your 
time, and get involved. Success will find you.”

Honors Program

                         Classified Ad

Alternative to Abortion
Choose Life for Me!

After 18 days you can hear my heartbeat.
After 40 days, you can measure my brain waves.
After 45 days, I feel pain and respond to touch.

Free Pregnancy Testing, Information, and 
Counseling

Also post-abortion counseling.
Call: 1-631-243-0066

1-631-243-2373
516-798-9100 Massapequa
516-408-6300 Hempstead
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Located: South Hall Room 118

Monday 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

Tuesday 11:30 am – 1:00 pm and 4:00pm-6:00pm 

Wednesday 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

Thursday 11:00 am – 1:30 pm

   Visit us on our website for more information at http://
nestncc.weebly.com

Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/TheNESTatNCC

Follow us on Twitter: @foodinthenest

If you are in need, bring your NCC ID and 

we will provide groceries for your family!

Food Donations are Welcome

Please think about volunteering!

A food pantry 

Nassau: Empowerment and Support for Tomorrow

The
NEST at NCC
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New York Comic Con is 
located in Javits Center and is a 
place to show your

fandom of your favorite 
comic book, television shows, 
movies and video games. For

those who visit Comic-Con 
have an idea that is a place 
where people feel comfortable 

being themselves through 
expressing their love for nerdy 
things. I interviewed many 
people and asked them why 
everyone should to go Comic-
con.

What   make s   people  like  
cosplay? The people that I 
interviewed do cosplay because 
they were influenced by these

characters through reading 
comics book and watching 
movies and television shows,

someone who dresses as 
Daenerys Targaryen said to me 
she cosplays because she is

a big fan of Game of Thrones 
that she came all the way from 
Norway, which is in part of

Europe. She heard that New 
York Comic-Con is big for 
cosplay. Most people grew up

with characters and some 
like to make their own costumes,  
a guy who cosplays Call Duty

costume said he is a 
professional costume maker, 
who likes to make and design 
his own

costumes and loves to come 
to Comic-Con to express his 
work and creativity. Most of the

people who are in costume 
want to feel the sense of being 
their character and build 
confidence. A girl who wore a 

Harley Quinn costume felt not 
so confident about herself but 
she said the costume gave her 
more confidence about herself 
where she felt no judgment 
and was in her comfort zone. 
Experience   on   Comic   Con?  
People at Comic-Con said they 
love their experience of going 
to Comic-Con even though 
it was a crowd but still had a 
good time of getting pictures 
with people in costumes and 
some celebrity like Seth Green. 
Most them are comic book fans,  
they came to  see their favorite 
artists and writers and took their 
picture with them. Someone in a 
Shocker,

costume said that most 
people like to buy merchandise 
and are able to connect to people

with the same interests like 
talking about their favorite 
comic book characters, favorite

movies and tv shows and 

video games.
What   makes   Comic   Con   

special?
People said what makes 

Comic-Con special is that it’s a 
community and home for fans

with shared common 
interests. It is an event where 
people do not feel judge from 
outside

and connect with fans with 
the same interested. It is the day 
where everyone can feel

comfortable with own skin 
and build confidence with their 
cosplay. People said it is a

tradition for fans to express 
themselves happily.

ARTS

SILENCE

NEW YORK COMIC CON

STUDENT POETRY

BY MIitchelll Ki

BY Pearl Lee

I heard death come knocking on your 
door one day.

You let him in while I was sneaking a 
midnight snack

(Peanut butter and jelly, our favorite.
Well, it would be if you weren’t allergic 

to peanuts)
I expected him to be obnoxious and 

loud, y’know?
The movies always show ‘em like that.
But he was quiet, real quiet like you.
Tea might start some conversation, I 

thought, 
So I made some and brought it to your 

room.
(And burned my fingers on the kettle)
Up the steps, one-by-one, to your door.
It’s then I heard a noise – the noise.
A soft, stifled sob.
I stood there; unable to move.
The knob was cold under my palm— 
(Were you cold? Lying there alone?)
You don’t make another sound,
And I knew
I knew I wouldn’t see you tomorrow.
I heard death come knocking on your 

door one day.
I followed him in to say good bye.

It is 2004, and I live in New York.
I am still growing, still full of empty 

spaces.
My cousins live outside Paris.
They are young as well. Our silver-

dollar eyes all match, still glowing with 
wonder.

My biggest worry is going to middle 
school;

Their primary school is bombed 
because it is Jewish.

They have to move.
I thank God that I live somewhere 

more progressive.
I am naive.
It is 2011, and I live in Montréal.
I am a stranger in a foreign land,
My tongue trips over new customs.
In class we are discussing religion, 

and I say that I am Jewish.
Someone asks if I have horns.
It is a joke; 
Everyone laughs.
They do not know that 30 years 

earlier my mother woke in the middle of 
the night to find her roommate examin-
ing her head for the same reason.

It was not a joke.
After, a classmate approaches me, 
Says he is surprised that I am Jew-

ish—
My nose is not that big.
It is meant as a compliment.
  It is 2016.
My hair is a new color and my mind 

is a broader place.
I see the grey in all of my old ideals.
On the bus a man behind me speaks 

in rapid French to his companion.
We are in New York; he does not 

think anyone will understand.
His hands wave a steady metro-

nome as he talks.
He says that Jews are a blight 

on the world, dirt that needs to be 
washed away.

I tuck my chamsa into my shirt 
and pretend I don’t know what he is 
saying.

My hands tremble a staccato 
rhythm the whole way home.

It has been eighty years since my 
great-grandmother fled,

Just the clothes on her back and a 
trail of lost relatives behind her.

Eighty years and yet...
To the rest of the world that endless 

marathon seems a million miles away.
But to my people, it is just outside,
Lingering on the front step like a 

houseguest over-staying their welcome,
Waiting for someone to open the 

door 
And let them back inside.

BY Annabelle May

NEW YEAR (SHANA TOVA)

PHOTGRPAHED BY MITCHELL KI

PHOTGRPAHED BY MITCHELL KI
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Student Artist ARTS

Shanice O’brien -Photography

Painting 1- Professor Palmieri
First painting exercise in the 

subtle transition from white to 
black through grayscales.
STILLLIFE WITH SKULL SEA 

URCHINS AND LAMP ON TABLE 
-Pablo Picasso

Drawing 1-Professor Powell
Figure Drawing & Drawing

2-Professor Wasserbauer

Wesly Walker - Graphic Design
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BLOOD MANOR:
 Crypts of the Coliseum

Chris Monty’s Live Taping of            
“ What’s The Worst That Could Happen”

“The Killing of a Sacred Deer” By Avraham Ezor
Staff Writer

By Stephanie Bautista 

NCC students 
were given the chance 
to get the first look at 
this years Halloween 
season with Blood 
Manor Presenting, 
Crypts in the Coli-
seum. Organized by  
Raffy Donado Editor 
and Chief of The Vi-
gnette, NCC students 
were offered 50 free 
tickets, graciously donated by 
the Programming Board. Blood 
Manor’s Crypts in the Coliseum 
event was hosted in the base-
ment of Nassau Coliseum with 
a full array of Halloween decor 
that excited everyone who par-

ticipated in the event. Inside the 
students were entertained by 
various scare rooms filled with 
actors in costume fit with props. 
The scare rooms consisted of a 
pitch black dark rooms with ac-
tors in costume scaring partici-
pants with flashlights and loud 
grimacing laughter, and in each 
room, the actors would follow 
you and scare you until they 
saw you scream. The end room 
left participants heads spinning, 
with the aid of glasses given to 
you by the actors; you enter a 
room of neon 3D painted col-
ors on the walls and on the actor 
clowns that following your every 
move and as a great conclusion a 
chainsaw-wielding clown chases 
you out of the Crypts. Everyone 
who participated was entertained 
and enjoyed a fun night of thrills.

It’s Halloween season, which 
means a crop of scary movies 
to get you in the mood. Those 
expecting sudden scares and 
crazy kills are usually covered, 
but for those looking for some-
thing different, maybe even a 
little dangerous, there’s a movie 
out called The Killing of a Sa-
cred Deer. Don’t expect jump 
scares from this movie, but 
rather a state of unease that will 
last nearly two hours straight.

Steven (Colin Farrell) works 
as a surgeon and lives a pleasant 
life with his wife (Nicole Kid-
man) and children, Bob (Sunny 
Suljian) and Kim (Raffey Cas-
sidy). Steven has taken a father-
less teen named Martin (Barry 
Keoghan) under his wing, but 
Martin begins to insinuate him-
self into Steven’s life in in-
creasingly unsettling ways. 
When mysterious circumstances 
threaten the family’s tranquil-
ity, Martin reminds Steven of 
a long-forgotten transgression, 
the consequences of which be-
gin tearing his household apart. 

Without giving too much 
away, the premise combines a 
slow-burn psychological mys-
tery-thriller, a disturbing horror 
movie, and a religious meta-
phor (perhaps also a statement 
on the medical community). It 
relies more on discomfort than 
all-out scares, which adds to the 
suspense. Those who are easily 
offended/queasy should be pre-
pared as well, as this movie has 
its share of sickening moments. 
Make no mistake, there is at least 
one thing in this movie that will 
disturb you. Adding to the un-
ease is the score, which is load-
ed with screeching violins and 
harsh noise. The performances 
are great as well, illustrating a 
family being torn apart by un-
imaginable circumstances they 
cannot explain. Then, of course, 
there’s Martin. The performance 
of the character comes across as 
socially-awkward, which helps 
play up his psychological issues 
in a way that I found realistic. 
As the film lumbers towards its 
nerve-wracking climax, there 

are some moments of extremely 
bleak comedy as well. Overall, 
I really enjoyed the film for its 
atmosphere and thought-pro-
voking (not to mention disturb-
ing) premise and subject matter.

This film was a pleasantly 
nasty surprise in a genre that, 
which a few recent exceptions, 
I thought had started to become 
stale. Too many horror films rely 
on adrenaline rushes for scares, 
but this film focuses more on the 
experience of being horrified.

Posters can be found here 
if you want images: http://
www.impawards.com/2017/

BY Kelvin Maravilla 

 Chris Monty debuted his 
live comedy special “What’s The 
Worst That Could Happen” to a 
sold out crowd at the Madison 
Theater. Monty has over twenty 
years of stand up under his belt 
and has recently worked in Kevin 
Can Wait, Mall Cop 2, Orange 

is the New Black just to name a 
few, aside from his various stand-
up comedy shows of course! 
Monty is part of the Long Island 
breeding ground for the many fa-
mous comedians and entertainers 
out there! Being a local Islander 
he was thrilled to have his special 
TAPED LIVE in his home area. 
It was his native background that 
made his special that more spe-

cial to us in the audience, there 
was a sense of a familiarity to 
his show that made us all feel 
comfortable. The point of an en-
tertainer, no matter the genre, is 
to take the audience  away from 
their everyday life which needles 
to say he succeeded in doing. The 
audience of five hundred plus 
included his local fans, travel-
ing fans, members of the me-
dia, Hollywood Producer Scott 
Franklin as well as myself. Ingrid 
Dodd introduced the opening act, 
Kevin Israel, whose main role 
was to get the crowd warmed up 
for Chris Monty. Kevin left the 
crowd riled up and craving more, 
thankfully Monty soon filled their 
needs. Angelo Fabroni, the Artis-
tic Director of the Madison stated 
in the press release that the show 
was “A Laugh Riot!”. When also 
asked, Chris Monty’s Manager 
Mark Lund stated that “in this day 
and age, it is extremely RARE to 
have a span of generations enter-
tained by your work- whether on 
stage or screen. Chris Monty has 
the entertainment skill that leaves 

his audience young and and old 
feeling relatable and screaming 
for more.”. Seeing my photos you 
can see that it’s no joke that they 
were left screaming for more, 
some even crying from their 
laughter for it. It’s impossible for 
me to pick a specific moment in 
the show that stood out because 
the whole show was a complete 
comedic masterpiece which 
hopefully you can all experience 
in 2018 when the taped show is 
aired. You can stay updated with 
when and where it will be posted 
by checking back to his website 
chrismontylive.com, social me-
dia or just staying tuned here. 
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WOMENS LUNCHEON
BY Kimberly Borwn 

BRIMSTONE 
By Devon Pascall 

Feature

The newly created Women’s 
Luncheon, “Year of the Female” 

‘was held on Tuesday October 
17. The creator of the event is 

Raquel Fossett, presi-
dent of the Student 
Government Associa-
tion. This first luncheon 
was attended by the fe-
male leaders of NCC’s 
club organizations.Two 
speakers who are a 
part of NCC’s facility, 
discuss what it meant 
to be a female in the 
business world. Inspi-

rational speeches were 
given about womanhood 
and leadership (and of 
course lunch was served). 
I was able to get a quick 
interview with Fossett, 

and asked her questions 
about why she set up the 

luncheon, as well as the goals 
she wanted to achieve by host-
ing the luncheon. “For me I’ve 
always been, women first, and 
about, women empowerment. 
So, when I became president last 
semester, I only thought it was 
right that everyone knows we 
have a lot of women on campus 
who are really able to share their 
voice, and be able to be the opin-
ion of everyone.” said Raquel. 

The luncheon opened ev-

eryone’s eyes 
about what 
being a true 
female leader, 
means. One of 
the speakers 
expressed that 
being a female 
leader is about 
helping oth-
ers reach their 
goals too, and 
not just yours. 
It’s about enlightening others 
around you and making sure ev-
eryone is able to reach their full 
potential. Fossett said, “What I 
really wanted this focus to be 
on was not necessarily topics, 
but words, empowerment, being 
strong, and really being women. 

That’s really what this was about. 
This year is the year of the fe-
male and I really wanted people 
to know. Not everyone knows 
how special and important they 
are regardless of what club or 
organization they’re a part of.” 

BRIMSTONE has had 
a successful and rewarding 
career spanning well over 
three decades; participating in 
numerous entertainment fields 
boasting a list of titles includ-
ing professional wrestler, radio 
host, actor, voice actor, author, 
musician, philanthropist, food 
critic, horror model, and comic 
book/animated/children‟s 
book/video game hero. He‟s 
been called a Renaissance man 
by many, but more accurately 
described as anentertainment 
entrepreneur.

As a child actor, he made 
appearances on iconic pop 
culture shows such as Sesame 
Street and Romper Room. 
He later became best known 
for his career in professional 
wrestling where he has made 
countless appearances world-
wide for the leaders in sports 
entertainment and throughout 
the Independents. Brimstone 
has had a long history appear-
ing in various films, television 
programming, short films, 
documentaries, video game 
voice acting, and cameos in 
musicvideos. Notable nation-
ally televised appearances 
include WWF Superstars, 
MTV‟s TRL, and The Ricki 
Lake Show as well as countless 
appearances on local affiliates 
including NBC, CBS, ABC 
and The CW.

He‟s been featured in docu-
mentaries including Wrestling 
Then & Now and Standing in 
the Stars: The Peter Mayhew 
Story as well as music videos 
like, Touch & Go by rapper 
Joe Budden, Dawn Monroe‟s 

Get it Poppin, Bethany Davis‟ 
Lose Control and multiple 
videos by Frank Lucas, Jr. 
(Street Star and Let’s Go). 
He‟s also been credited with 
background vocals on guitarist 
Bumblefoot‟s 2015 release, 
LittleBrother is Watching. 
Video game voice-over credits 
include, Seuce Me 2: The De-
mon War, Brimstone‟s

own, Wasteland Wars, 
Forza Infernis & GHR: The 
Great Airspace Chase; and is 
voicing the character Yolo in 
the 2017 release of the game, 
Liquid Metal. He played the 
killer in the 2010 horror film, 
Killer Hoo-Ha! as well as 
roles in independent films like, 
Bloodline, The Roadhouse and 
many more. As the co-founder, 
President, and CEO of Hound 
Comics, Inc. (Hound Entertain-
ment Group), Brimstoneand 
his team of creators launched 
his comic book series, Brim-
stone and The Borderhounds 
on October 31, 2010 at Borders 
Books and as of January 11, 
2011 went nation and world-
wide via Barnes & Noble, 
B.Dalton, BN.com, and Ama-
zon. The Borderhounds brand 
has since then expanded with a 
variety of Brimstone branded 
products including (but not 
limited to) the “Border-Pups” 
children’s book series, color-
ing books, video games, plush 
toys, and the

Animated Series. Further-
more, under the leadership 
of Brimstone, Hound Enter-
tainment has also expanded 
tremendously and aggressively 
over the years with the addition 

of publishing over forty 
different creator-owned 
projects between the 
brands Hound Comics, 
Hound Publishing, Co-
Exist

Publishing, and Hound 
Kids. The most recent of his 
endeavors has beenbecoming 
the host of The Grindhouse 
Radio, a pop culture talk-based 
podcast that is currently syn-
dicated on eighteen digital & 
terrestrial radio networks (in-
cluding iHeartRadio & Google 
Play Radio) worldwide with a

listenership of between 
3.5 – 4 million weekly. Filming 
has begun on a televised sit-
com spin-off of GHR entitled, 
Behind the Grind that will be 
available on Amazon Fire TV, 
Roku TV and Apple TV. Brim-
stone is involved in licensing 
and partnerships with Eastsport 
Backpacks for Brimstone 
branded merchandise sold on 
WalMart.com and featured on 
The Big Bang Theory; Troll 
Lord Games for the Brimstone 
Role Playing Game, CaJohn‟s 
Fiery Foods (Brimstone line of 
multi- award winning gourmet 
sauces and seasonings), The 
Jerky Connection (Brimstone 
Jerky), Demeter Fragrances 
(Cologne/Perfume), 3 Coconut 
Monkey (Vinyl/Plush Toys), 
Algocrunch (Brimstone video 
game apps), Pro Wrestling Tees 
(Brimstone T-Shirts), Dragon 
Song Forge

(Brimstone Swords), Sweet 
Hollywood LA (Brimstone 
Chocolate Bars), East Coast 
Roast (Brimstone

Coffee Line), Nifty Candy 
(Brimstone Candy Line), 
Serenity Custom Drums, and 
ButterWinks Cookies among 
countless others. Brimstone is 
sponsored by All Music Inc. 

and endorsed by Worldwide 
Feather Tribe, INOX Jewelry, 
Sigil of Baphomet, Fathom 
Clothing, Rel3ntless Clothing, 
Bulky Boy Brand Clothing, 
Life Snapback Hats, Monster 
Energy, Yelp, CoKreeate, 
Yogibo, and Club Fit 24/7. 
Brimstone is a celebrity brand 
ambassador for Loot Crate 
and Jerrick Media‟s „Romper 
Zombie‟ brand. He has been

featured in Wall Street 
Journal Best Selling books The 
Bra Book and Worth Every 
Penny as well as internation-
ally recognized magazines 
including Maxim. Brimstone 
also starred as the host of Food 
Hound: Tidbits which was a 
web-based celebrity food show 
filmed while on tour making 
appearances at pop culture 
conventions around the country 
including events such as Wiz-
ard World, Stan Lee’s Comi-
kaze, San Diego Comic Con 
and New York Comic Con. As 
a result of the show restau-
rants around the United States 
have added Brimstone-themed 
products to their existing 
menus including The Brim-
stone spiked milkshake at My 
Burger Bar in Buffalo, Dust 
from Hell Wings at Even Flow 
Bar & Grill and The Brim-
stone Pizza at Mulberry Street 
Restaurant on Long Island, 
The Brimstone Philly Grind-
house Burger at The Baroness 
Bar in LI City, and a variety 
of Brimstone- related dishes 
around the country. Aside from 
accommodating promoters 
nationwide by hosting his own 
panels - Brimstone‟s charm, 
wit, and ability to engage large 
crowds has led him to add-
ing the roles of celebrity host, 
judge, and moderator to his 
already massive resume. Brim 

has been entrusted with these 
duties at an array of different 
eventsand functions from pop 
culture to foodie based. He‟s 
had the pleasure of moderat-
ing talents including George 
Takei (Star Trek), Seth Gilliam 
(The Walking Dead), John 
DiMaggio (Adventure Time) 
for Awesome Con, Lincoln A. 
Castellanos (Fear the Walking 
Dead) for Walker Stalker Con 
and was

reunited with Caroll (Big 
Bird) Spinney for the first time 
off-screen in well over three 
decades for a PBS panel at 
The Great Philadelphia Comic 
Con. In the foodie world, he‟s 
graced the Celebrity Chef 
stage at events such as Zest 
Fest Midwest, played the roles 
of head judge and host of the 
Long Island Wing Festival for 
four consecutive years, and 
hosted the ultra hot pepper eat-
ing contest for Maxim Maga-
zine as well as countless other 
eating competitions around 
the country. Brim‟s tough guy 
persona aside, he is a regular 
when it comes to providing PG 
entertainment, seminars and 
presentations at schools, librar-
ies and

kid‟s days nationwide. On 
top of his grueling schedule, 
he selflessly acts as a celebrity 
spokesperson for the Stan Lee

Foundation, Jaime Isaacs 
Foundation, and RADD (Rock-
ers Actors and Athletes against 
Driving Drunk) and aspires to 
be cast as a contestant on the 
Celebrity Apprentice to raise 
money and awareness for his 
chosen charity. Whether it 
be poking fun at himself by 
shucking clams, or visiting the 
United Cerebral Palsy Founda-
tion to give out stuffed animals 
and spend time with the kids 
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– Brim has a heart of gold and 
will do just about anything to 
support a good cause. In 2015, he 
partnered with the Empire Saber 
Guild

(An Official Lucas Film, Star 
Wars Costuming Group) to create 
an exclusive trading card for St. 
Mary‟s portraying Brimstone as 
a Sith Lord for charity. An avid 
philanthropist at heart, Brimstone 
subjected himself to be roasted 
for charity in 2010 and has been 
featured on NBC‟s Cause Celeb 
twice concerning his efforts. 
Furthermore, he works directly 
with Build-A-Bear Workshop, 
which is a sponsor of his interna-
tional children‟s initiative. Brim 
says that the cherry on top of his 
successes is the signature drink 
“The Brimstone Red” created for 
him by the Jack Daniel‟s Distill-
ery, the use of Brimstone related 
product on The Big Bang Theory 
- season 7 & 8, his hand in wax 
on display at the Ripley’s Believe 
It or Not Wax Museum in San

Antonio Texas, recognition 
of his philanthropy on MSNBC, 
his brand partnership with Giphy.
com, being drafted as a Special 

Forces Commander for the 
Zombie Survival Crew along-
side Michael Rooker & Nor-
man Reedus, and the spotlight 
on himself and Hound via the 
legendary Stan Lee‟s official 
website. Other notable accom-
plishments include a 2008 Award 
from the Professional Wrestling 
Hall of Fame, a 2014 Rule Break-
er Award for Best Manufacturer 
with revenue under $1M for

Hound Comics, Inc., and The 
Grindhouse Radio being voted 
and awarded, „Best Radio Sta-
tion on Long Island 2017‟ in the 
12th Annual Best of Long Island 
Competition. Brimstone’s Official 
Website: http://www.entranceto-
hell.com

Follow Brimstone’s Official 
Social Media Accounts:

WhoSay: /Brimstone * Twit-
ter: @entrancetohell * Instagram: 
@theREALbrimstone

Facebook: /Brimstone * Ten-
cent: /BrimstoneCN

BRIMSTONE .. Continued from page 13
By Devon Pascall PEP RALLY

PHOTOS By Cristian Barrera, Devon Pascall

MARKETING CLUB
By Rafael Donado 

The Marketing Club at Nassau 
Community College has selected 
its brand new club President, 
Jonathan Salazar as the Market-
ing Club Member for the month 
for November.  Jonathan is a de-
termined marketing honor student 
who has already managed to ac-
crue nearly 5 
years of work 
e x p e r i e n c e 
working as a 
Sales Consul-
tant at Great 
Neck Nissan 
and is current-
ly employed 
at Powerhouse 
Solutions, Inc. where he helps 
manage all marketing campaigns 
for the company including press 
releases, newsletters, social media 
platforms, and business develop-
ment projects. His ambitious goal 
as the new President is to lay a 
new foundation for the club in or-
der to grow and enhance the clubs 
mission to the NCC campus and 
community. When asked what 
he hopes to do for the club dur-
ing his last year at NCC Jonathan 
replied “In this global market of 

digital experience, marketing 
has grown into a stronger and 
endless industry. Helping stu-
dents recognize the importance 
of creativeness, networking, 
and social responsibility will 
benefit them and allow students 
to reach their self-actualization 

goals in their ca-
reers.”  Jonathan 
has been instru-
mental in increas-
ing membership 
and bringing at-
tention to the Mar-
keting Club and he 
is actively pursuing 
volunteering efforts 

for the club.  Anyone who is inter-
ested in knowing more about the 
Marketing Club, volunteering for 
events, or are interested in joining 
can email the club at studentmar-
keting.ncc@gmail.com for more 
information.  Pictured with Jona-
than are (left to right) Professor 
Bob Tilden (club co-coordinator), 
Jonathan Salazar, NCC President 
Dr. Keen, and Professor Whit-
ney Glass (club co-coordinator).
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FORD CAMPUS TAKEOVER
PHOTOS By Rafael Donado, Nsikak Ekong, Gavin, Wolsky 

Prof’s Shirt Prompts    
Online Debate

By James Rooney 
Features Editor

September 11 is usually 
a day of unity and remem-
brance, with nothing particu-
larly unexpected happening. 

However, last month on that 
day, something did. A photo of 
Nassau Community College’s 
own Prof. Porter Kirkwood wear-

ing a shirt with the words “I sit 
with Kaepernick” was taken by 
one of his Sociology students. The 
shirt refers to the former football 
player Colin Kaepernick, who 
sat down during the national an-
them to protest police brutality. 

The  photo caused the lo-
cal Levittown Patch to cover the 
story, and sparked a debate on-
line about his use of free speech.

This was not the only time 
Kirkwood has used apparel to con-
vey a message. He once wore a shirt 
against President Ronald Reagan. 
The shirt illustrated Reagan wear-
ing a classic Robin Hood costume 
with the tagline, “He steals from 
the poor and gives to the rich.” 

He has worn similar political 
shirts over his career at the college, 
which has spanned over fifty years. 

Kirkwood said he bought 
the shirt instead of a Colin Kae-
pernick football jersey because 
the jersey was too expensive. 
He ordered it in advance of the 
school year, which came to his 
door on September 9, the Satur-
day before the anniversary of the 
September 11 terrorist attacks. 

This is contrary to the belief of 
his online detractors saying that he 
used the day to spark outrage and of-
fense. This according to some crit-
ics should result in his termination. 

Kirkwood responded,“They 
don’t see the connection.” He add-
ed, “People in America are prone 
to lashing out without all the facts.”

NCC President Hubert Keen 
supports Kirkwood, saying that 
his actions are protected by his 
academic freedom since ra-
cial tensions and issues are ad-
dressed in Sociology classes.   
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We 
might think 

we’ve come a long way 
toward stamping out sexual 

harassment and other disgusting 
behavior directed at women.  Then 

we hear that a big shot Hollywood guy 
named Harvey Weinstein has been abus-
ing women for years--and lots of people 
seemed to know it.  This on top of Don-

ald Trump’s boasts (last year) about 
groping women.  Maybe we still 

have a way to go on this topic?   
Think about it, NCC .  .  

.

So with all 
the 

controversy over  football 
players standing or kneeling during 

the  Star  Spangled Banner, we have 
to ask, Why do they play the national 
anthem  at sporting events anyway?  

This is entertainment, not some high gov-
ernment ceremony.  We’re not inaugurat-
ing a president, just watching a bunch of 

guys knock each other down for a few 
hours.  When  you go to a movie or a concert 
or  a comedy club, no one plays the national 

anthem--cause they’re all entertainment, 
nothing more.   Why should football 

or other sports be any different? 
Think about it, NCC . . . 

Think about 
it, 

    NCC . . .

Hate 
groups  have been  

around  for a long time in 
America, but they seem a lot 

more visible now.  What’s going 
on?  Is it just because of the Internet, 
or is there something else making all 
these racists, nazis, and other slimy 

creeps crawl out of the sewer?  
Think about it, NCC .  .  .  

I 
listen to my peers 

talk about social progress, 
social equality and freedom of 

speech. Yet why is that when someone 
voices their opinion, at times people insult 

them? All because the ideas are different from 
the rest? That’s how it feels to be a Republican. 

Constantly insulted for your beliefs and be called a 
racist when you’re not. Standing up for the flag has 

become a symbol of hate. How can we expect others to 
vote and voice their opinion?  I hope you don’t feel of-
fended by my views, because feeling hurt doesn’t work 
anymore. It’s time we discuss things among each other. 

Tell me why I am wrong instead of forcing me to 
think the way you think. I am a Republican, not a 
racist or a bigot or a Nazi. We went further from 

social progress. Until then, my final question 
remains. Was there ever social progress 

to begin with? If so, for who? Think 
about it NCC… 

Walter Mejia 

“Think  about it, NCC . . .”  is a new feature 
of the Opinions section.    We invite members of 

the campus community to  share their thoughts in 
response to  these or other questions.  Send re-

sponses (100-500 words) to NCCVignette@gmail.
com (subject    line: Think about It).   Include 

your name and telephone number.
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Support the MOE Bill
Have you ever met a student that actually enjoys paying tuition and costs? I didn’t 

think so – neither have I. 
Yet every year, the state increases how much students have to pay. For far too long, 

the students and their families have carried a huge financial burden. Not only is it det-
rimental to students and their families, but it is detrimental to the fiscal condition of the 
public university system, the quality of the education, and the faculty. 

It is time for the state to fulfill its obligation and support our public education sys-
tem. This is the state’s responsibility and there IS an answer. The answer is the MOE 
bill, or Maintenance of Effort. 

This is the money that is owed to the public education systems of SUNY and CUNY. 
This bill, first introduced in 2015, overwhelmingly passed both the State Assembly and 
State Senate with huge bipartisan support, yet Governor Andrew Cuomo refused to 
sign it and vetoed the bill. 

This isn’t fair to the students and their families, and this most certainly isn’t fair 
to the public education system. In the past five years alone, tuition has risen by 30%, 
having students covering 70% of SUNY and CUNY’s operating costs, compared to 
50% in 2008. 

Rather than doing what is fair, the state will continue to increase the fiscal burden of 
its people that is already under immense distress. Governor Cuomo has an obligation, 
an obligation that all of the other state-elected officials have understood, yet he has not. 

This bill would require the state to fund increases to SUNY and CUNY operating 
costs, such as, but not limited to, utilities, rent, and salaries. Although the education 
system looks to keep the tuition burden as low as they possibly can, the bill would 
also ensure that any 

possible tuition hikes would go to improving the SUNY and CUNY schools, including 
Nassau Community College, rather than to offset underfunding from the state. 

This bill would make sure that all future degree-seeking students receive the best 
education possible by providing more funding to retain and attract quality faculty. By 
requiring the state to cover any increases in mandated costs, the cost increases would 
not bundle into tuition costs. 

Earlier this year, the MOE bill was again placed on the floor of the Assembly and 
Senate, and it was again passed with huge bipartisan support. It will face Governor 
Cuomo’s desk within the next few months, and he is expected to once again veto the 
bill. 

Unless the people speak up, that is. Not only do a majority of our state elected of-
ficials support the MOE bill, but it is supported by both SUNY and CUNY systems, 
administrations, and tens of thousands of students around the state. Students have a 
unique opportunity to let their voices be heard, and that’s exactly what you all should 
do. Not only for your education, but for the education of millions of students each year. 

Your state assembly member or state senator may or may not have supported the 
MOE bill, but give their offices a call. Express your support for this important piece of 
legislation, make it personal, and make them understand that this will provide a better 
and more affordable education for all. 

But most importantly, contact Governor Cuomo’s office. Tell him to not let the stu-
dents and public education system down. Tell him to support the MOE bill. As students, 
the power is truly in your hands. 

 Juan  Pablo Andrade is an  NCC student. 

Confronting the Gun Issue
On October 1, 2017, the Route 91 Harvest Festival 

in Las Vegas was tainted with the unthinkable. Gunman 
Stephan Paddock fired 12 rounds of bullets into a crowd 
of country musicgoers, resulting in the worst mass shoot-
ing in American history. 

Unfortunately for me, waking up and hearing this 
news wasn’t as heartbreaking as it should’ve been. 

Going back in American history to the Oklahoma 
City Bombing in 1995 and the San Ysidro McDonald’s 
shooting in 1984, this type of mass violence isn’t rela-
tively new in our society. In fact, mass shootings have 
occurred from the 1940s to current times. 

Shootings aren’t a relatively a foreign issue within 
America’s legislation but rather actively figuring out 
how to prevent these types of situation. The seemingly 
“preventable” nature of the Columbine High School 
shooting in 1999 prompted this attitude in American 
culture. If professional help was provided to gunmen 
Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold, along with having well 
natured peers within their environment, many believe 
that this tragedy could’ve been prevented. 

One of the most recent shootings, the Sandy Hook 
Elementary School on December 14, 2012, proved to be 
one of the most shocking events in American history. 
Twenty elementary school children along with six adults 
were killed by Adam Lanza, who broke into the school 
and ultimately unleashed his weaponry into a classroom. 
If the deaths of 20 children aren’t going to prompt Con-
gress to enact on heavier gun laws or even ban guns in 
society, then little is willing to be done for any future 
attacks. 

The morning after the Las Vegas attack, every media 
and radio station reporter was tasked with giving updates 
of the situation in Vegas and the victims. Every reporter, 
cop and investigator determined to find Stephan Pad-
dock’s motive(s). 

There is very little known of Paddock. Paddock’s fi-
nal years were spent residing within a retirement com-
munity with his Australian girlfriend Marilou Danley. 
Sources say for majority of his time, he was known to 
have gambled on occasion in Las Vegas. Paddock’s fam-
ily say they are “suitably shocked” by his actions and 
that there weren’t any dignified religious or political be-
liefs from him. If anything, all of this appeared to be a 
lone wolf act. 

Having little to no information on Paddock and be-
ing overwhelmed by the current situation in Las Vegas, 
my mind immediately kept questioning as to how this 

tragedy could’ve been prevented and why it happened. 
No matter how many gun laws are enacted or if the 

streets are eliminated with weaponry, violence will al-
ways leak into everyday life. Naturally, violence is a part 
of human nature and unfortunately we need to learn how 
to deal with it, whether if we like it or not. 

For example, we can have absolute restriction on-
weaponry but someone will find a way to further enforce 
their violence. In today’s day and age, 3D printing is 
known to fulfill anyone’s imagination- from advances in 
the engineering field, the medical field, and beyond. If a 
person were really that determined to take action in such 
violence, then a gun could be 3D printed in a heartbeat. 
That may seem like a large stretch, but generally speak-

ing mass shootings should be a foreign concept. Sadly 
enough, they should’ve never occurred in the first place. 

If anything, one of the most efficient way to prevent 
mass violence is to provide aid to those who are mentally 
distressed. Most incidents are committed by those who 
are mentally disturbed, causing them to act in such ways. 
Being able to aid those in need will not only prevent vio-
lence, whether it be major or minor, but it will also help 
reinforce the ideal American belief that people should 
live under dignified welfare. 

As a result of the 2nd Amendment, Americans do 
have the right to bear arms, but there is a limitation as 

to what is allowed in society. There is no way 
Paddock should’ve had access to an assault ri-
fle. In any situation involving violence, there 
should be laws that help prohibit this type of 
weaponry and that diminish the black market.

Whatever side you choose in the end, 
which policies you agree upon, or however 
you view the political and ethical field, one 
thing is clear: no one should ever die in a 
mass shooting. 

What happened in Vegas was an event of unspeak-
able horror and although we still stand in the devasta-
tion of the massacre, the best thing to do is to keep mov-
ing forward. Laws should not simply be established but 
gracefully acted upon in order to create a better state of 
mind for future Americans.

Megan Rose Gavia is a member of the Vignette staff. 

byJuan Pablo Andrade

Whatever side you choose in the end, 
which policies you agree on . . . one 

thing is clear: No one should die in a 
mass shooting.

by Megan Rose Gavia
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by John DeSpagna

You are working on your degree and the next step in your path to success is to se-
lect a field that you will have a long and prosperous career in. This will require a lot of 
thought, listening to your intuition and finding something that you have a passion for. 
To try and get you on the right path, listed below are some growing fields for college 
graduates. Work hard in your chosen field so you will be noticed and the opportunities 
will open up for you.

Do you have any interest in the stock market and helping people reach their finan-
cial goals? Do you like the challenge of finding new customers and building your own 
business? This is what the position of a financial consultant is about. You have to profile 
a client, find our what their needs are, and then utilize the appropriate financial invest-
ment to help them reach their financial goals. This is a lot of work to do at a firm like 
Merrill Lynch, but it can be very rewarding.

One of the fastest growing fields where there is a shortage of personnel is in the 
field of nursing. You need to have strong academic credentials to enroll in one of these 
programs and there are plenty of jobs here. You need a willingness to work hard, put in 
long shifts and be able to deal with the various needs of your patients. Being a registered 
nurse is not an easy job, but it’s one that has great rewards.

We are in the midst of a technology revolution with changes happening quickly 
and in many industries. One of the ways to participate in this is to work as a computer 
software engineer. There is a high demand for workers in this field to help develop the 
software for numerous applications. A degree in computer science is the way to develop 
a foundation in this area along with an internship. Try to find a position where you can 
create a new app!

How about developing a website? Organizations need employees to develop the 
website, maintain it and try to figure out how to get customers onto the website. How do 
you try to answer the questions a customer has and motivate them to make a purchase 
on the website? These are all part of what a web developer does. How would you like 
to create the Facebook page and maintain it for an organization?

Do you have a knack for numbers and like accounting? If you do, becoming an 
accountant may be a field to think about. Obtain your degree, get some experience 
and then pass the CPA exam to become a certified public accountant. There is a strong 
demand for CPA’s and you may want to consider opening your own CPA practice when 
you have enough experience.

Are you outgoing? Are you not able to sit at a desk all day and need to be out with 
people? Then a career in sales may be for you. You need to be hard working and ag-
gressive, be able to overcome rejection, find out what the needs of the customer are and 
have the belief that the product or service that you are offering can help the customer. 
You need to be persistent and self-motivated to be a success in sales, but the rewards 
can be great.

Some people are good at working with their hands and have an aptitude for me-
chanics. As we have had advances in technology, the repair of cars has become more 
complicated, requiring workers with a very strong skill set to repair cars. Understanding 
computer diagnostics, as well as mechanical and electrical repair, can make for a very 
well-rounded and successful mechanic.

Another field where qualified technicians are needed is in the area of air condition-
ing and refrigeration mechanics. We have a great need for climate controlled atmo-
spheres in offices, buildings etc… We also need mechanics to refrigerate food, bever-
ages and work on ice machines.

Selecting a career is not an easy decision. Put a lot of thought into what direction 
you want to go in and hopefully some of the above listed ideas have helped. Listen to 
your intuition, so you have a career in a field that you have a PASSION for! I love my 
job and you should too.

John DeSpagna is the chairperson of NCC’s Accounting/Business Administration  
Department.

President Donald Trump’s proposed tax reform is to relieve the tax burden on tax-
able income of $418,000 or more; to remove the estate tax for estates worth upward of 
$10,490,000 and to eliminate the alternative minimum tax on those taking numerous 
tax deductions.

His plan provides a windfall tax cut from 39.6% to 25% for the 1.7% of sole propri-
etorships, partnerships and S corporations. For the small business owner now subject 
to the 25% tax rate, no tax cut applies.The non-partisan Committee for Responsible 
Federal Budget estimates that Trump’s voodoo tax plan will cost north or $2 trillion 
($2000 billion or $200,000 million) in the next 10 years in a country of approximately 
150 million workforce (that number shrinking by the day). 

As for the loopholes Trump wants to close, the swamp creatures representing the 
real estate industry and other 1%ers- the Trump organization among them- are lobby-
ing legislators with ferocity to retain their particular exclusions and deductions.

So, if the Trump tax cuts go into effect, where will his promised trillion dol-
lar program derive the money to repair the country’s roads, grade D bridges, public 
transportation, 100 year old school buildings, water supply and flood control systems 
and the job creation to match the 21st century need to refurbish America? 

Meanwhile, back at the White House, we find our incumbent President refusing 
to release his tax returns for voters to know how “bigly” or “littlely” he is profiting 
from exemptions and deductions among other things such as where and from whom 
the funding for his real estate investments come from. That information should provide 
some rich entertainment. 

On Trump’s favorite theme of the need to reduce our national debt, his expendi-
tures on the taxpayers’ dime to fund his recreational golfing and weekly get-aways to 
NY, NJ, Fla for non-governmental business and mucho recreational golf, plus charg-
ing taxpayers for his wife’s separate living arrangements, total in the multi-millions in 
his 9 months of tenure. His appointed officials that are predominantly 1%ers like him 
feel they are fulfilling their patriotic duty to allow us taxpayers to funds their private 
lives.  

Dr. Tom Price, now former Secretary of H.H.S., spent some $400,000 for char-
tered flights unrelated to government business. 

Steve Mnuchin, our Wall Street mogul-Secretary of the Treasury, wanted a gov-

ernment plane to transport him and his new wife to their honeymoon destination. 
Scott Pruitt, the non-scientist head of the EPA requisitioned $25,000 to build a 

soundproof office within his office so he can conduct government business in secrecy.
So, if you are one of those gullible people willing to buy a piece of the Brooklyn 

Bridge from a slick con man, go for Trump’s tax reform plan. You have nothing to lose 
but the quality of your lifestyle.

Diane Nahas is an NCC student and a frequent contributor to the Vignette.

Giving to the Rich and Robbing from the Infirm

When Your Work  is Your Passion 

Courtesy of Flickr

By Diane Nahas
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THE STATE OF MENTAL HEALTH
By Zachary Rodrigues 

The Psychological Counseling Center here at Nassau 
Community College has been providing over 25 years 
of mental health services to students. Anxiety, depres-
sion and domestic abuse are among the highest reported 
mental health issues students on campus struggle with. 
“It’s important to encourage everyone to acknowledge 
it’s nothing to be embarrassed about” notes psychologist 
Jane Segadelli. She emphasizes that some people come 
from a household or culture that fosters a stigma to-
wards mental health issues. The students that do use the 
resource are motivated towards their improvement, they 
leave better than they came. It can sometimes be the case 
that they just need someone who will listen to how they 
feel and why they feel that way without being judged.

It was discussed that there is often a 
misconception around what psychotherapy 
is and how it works. The services offered 
by the center revolve around increasing 

overall self-awareness, assisting individuals 
in understanding their psychological issues 

and developing healthier, more effective coping strate-
gies. “I believe anyone who comes in is courageous,” 
says clinical social worker Anna Orologio “It takes a 
lot of inner strength to be able to sit with someone you 
don’t know and talk about something deeply personal.” 
Many students don’t realize mental health profession-
als do not contact your parents or professors, counselors 
will protect your privacy and are empathic to your cir-
cumstance. Qualified clinical psychologists and social 
workers are available five days a week. Whether for a 
standard session or in the scenario of a crisis someone 
will be available to sit with you and help you. Therapy 
is not a dirty word, it’s OK to need help sometimes.

The department consists of individual specialists in 
drugs and alcohol abuse, eating disorders and rape, sex-
ual assault, death and crisis intervention. The counselors 
briefly discussed that there are students who struggle with 
active suicidal ideation. The National Institute of Mental 
Health (NIMH) reports that the total suicide rate has in-
creased roughly 24% within the last decade and The Center 
for Disease Control (CDC) reports suicide to be the second 
leading cause of death within the traditional student age 
group. Most individuals do not recognize what constitutes 
abuse or how it affects others. When asked about maltreat-
ment on campus one student had this to say, “Walking 
to the physical education building I saw someone being 
shoved and harassed. When I went inside I heard two girls 
aggressively fat shaming each other.” It is the responsibil-
ity of every individual to not participate in creating an en-
vironment that is conducive to bullying and mental health 
issues. To be treated respectfully and to be able to create 
a happy and healthy life are fundamental human rights. 

REJECTED EXPECTATIONS
By Ib Minah

The first girl I ever loved wanted to 
have 10 kids -all by herself- and that terri-
fied me. Forget about the strain that would 
put on her cervix, her back and every other 
part of her body, my real fear lies in the 
thereafter of having kids. The permanence, 
the responsibility, the sacrifice, the self-
lessness; things I am wholly uncomfort-
able with. I don’t want to have kids and 
I tell anyone who will listen exactly that 
when the conversation is relevant to such 
a disclosure. I am firmly opposed to moth-
erhood-for myself, I wouldn’t dare impose 
my own personal wishes on other women, 
I’m not a Republican. The typical response 

is surprise followed by complete 
belittling of my personhood: 
“you’re too young to know what 
you want” “you’ll change your 
mind” “you just need to find the 

right person”. People are surprised because 
they don’t expect women to be making such 
decisions about their bodies and their lives. 

We live in a nation that’s dead set on 
making women have kids-case in point 
the ongoing reproductive rights issue. A 
lot of men in abusive positions of power 
want women to have kids, even when 
they don’t want to, can’t economically af-
ford to, might die if they do or would just 
rather not. For generations men have been 
telling women to have babies and women 
have internalized that. So much so that 
most of opposition I face when I disclose 

comes from my fellow woman. This is par-
ticularly heartbreaking and needs to stop 
with immediate haste, no matter if it’s the 
life we would choose for ourselves or not 
we need to rally behind the decisions our 
Sisters make and trust in their ability to 
make wholesome decisions for themselves. 

When people tell me I don’t know what 
I want and I’ll change my mind they’re 
telling me I’m not capable of making in-
formed decisions about my own life. 
They’re telling me to conform to gender 
roles that dictate I either rear or care for 
kids. They’re invalidating my desires and 
my ability to be aware of such desires 
and express them. They assume I haven’t 
thought about this long and hard when in 
fact I have and will continue to think about 
it. I don’t want to be a mom. I don’t want 

to be responsible for another human being. 
I want to dedicate my life to me; to hon-
oring my desires, fulfilling my goals, and 
satisfying my needs. Children would com-
plicate that so I’m explicitly rejecting com-
plications within the realm of my control.

When you present society with a woman 
who rejects motherhood, they don’t know 
what to make of her since for centuries the 
dominating patriarchy has believed that a 
woman’s worth and sole purposes lies in 
her ability to carry children. I can’t speak 
for other women but I can tell you what to 
make of me. I don’t hate kids; I work at 
a daycare and there’s nothing I love more 
than holding babies. I just want to be self-
ish about my life and I’m allowed to be..
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The kneeling protest going around the National Foot-
ball League has been a hot topic all month and I feel as 
editor of the sports section, sports fan and a proud Ameri-
can, my take on the situation is vital.

First, let’s begin who started the whole thing to where 
we are as a society. Quaterback of the San Francisco 49ers, 
Colin Kaepernick, sat down during the national anthem in 
week 2 and 3 of the preseason last year. As the year pro-
gressed, his teammates and fellow players throughout the 
NFL joined him. It eventually spread to some high school 
and college teams who recognized the meaning behind the 
protest. This season, it has continued.

What is the meaning behind the protest?
To call attention of injustice and police brutality aimed 

toward black America.
Why did it escalate even further?
According to The Guardian, “Wouldn’t you love to see 

one of these NFL owners, when somebody disrespects our 
flag, to say, ‘Get that son of a [dog] off the field right now. 
Out! He’s fired. He’s fired!’” President Donald Trump said 
at a rally for Republican Senator Luther Strange. This add-
ed fuel to the fire.

Mothers of NFL players felt offended and these play-

ers LOVE their mothers. How dare anyone call any moth-
er a “dog!”

This is our President. The leader of our country. The 
one saying “the players are disrespecting our soldiers pro-
tecting the country.” Yet had the audacity to disrespect the 
ones innocent in the events?

These athletes are true patriots. They love their coun-
try. The represent the U.S.A. when they head over to Lon-
don, England annually for a game. They respect the sol-
diers and warriors of this country during military events 
the owners themselves schedule and the players are more 
than happy to participate in.

These athletes are just merely disappointed of a situa-
tion that shouldn’t be unnoticed and its police brutality to 
the black community.

According to besttickets.com, “with 1155 players, the 
black population of the NFL runs away with a 68% major-
ity.”

These players are charitable men who chose to play 
the game of football and succeed in it to make their home-
towns and communities a better and safer place for the 
future generations.

They play their hearts out to provide entertainment and 
excitement to our soldiers overseas whenever they have 

the one opportunity to watch them play.
It is a disappointment that even our President encour-

ages and makes such remarks. All of a more reason why 
this protest is strong and the founder of it all paid the price 
because he still isn’t signed by any NFL team and he is 
such a great player. This is the kind of attention this protest 
deserves as it should make us Americans uncomfortable 
that we have seen such injustice and police brutality be re-
ported on almost a daily basis. Yes, sports is a place where 
we escape from this reality, but we shouldn’t.

The minority population in this country is the major-
ity. Why should we feel unsafe when the police is around? 
Shouldn’t we feel safe? Isn’t making us safe from the real 
criminals and defend the innocent ones the police job? 
This is a national crisis. Our police shouldn’t be fright-
ening us but providing us relief. This is what Kaepernick 
means by significant change.

Just like it is my First Amendment right to write this 
editorial and express my thoughts and opinion of a situa-
tion, it is the players’ first amendment right to non-violent-
ly protest a situation they feel needs solving.

Kneeling is the new Standing Up

A POST SEASON FOR THE AGES

By Harvey Garcia
Sports Editor

The World Series is in full swing after an unusual base-
ball season.

We have seen it all; a new rookie season homerun re-
cord, two teams winning over 100 games for the first time 
in history, the most homeruns hit in a season in baseball 
history and much more.

This postseason, we saw it all, from underdogs to over-
whelming favorites. The New York Yankees, I projected 
them to be playoff contenders and be a threat to the Ameri-
can League and they were  just a game shy of making the 
World Series before losing to the Houston Astros in the 
ALCS.

The Yankees played an exceptional postseason. They 
first defeated the Minnesota Twins in the American League 
Wild Card Game in a thriller which before they came to 
bat were already down 3-0. Didi Gregorious played a great 
season, carried some of that magic into the wild game and 
tied the game in the first inning with a three-run homer. 
The game felt like an entire 7 game series crammed into 
9 innings as we saw a total of 11 different pitchers and 12 
runs scored.

That was the beginning of what became an exciting 
postseason to watch.

The National League Wild Card game continued the 
show. The Arizona Diamondbacks and Colorado Rockies 
gave us another battle with a total of 4 homeruns and 19 
runs scored. The D-backs came out victorious with a close 
11-8 victory.

We saw comebacks this postseason. The Yankees 
were down 2-0 in the American League Divisional Se-
ries against the defending American League Champions, 
Cleveland Indians. However, they prevailed and won three 
consecutive games to defeat the Indians and proceed to the 
ALCS.

The Yankees and Astros gave us a wild ride during the 
ALCS. I attended Game 4, after a Game 3 victory and down 
2-1, I can only expect a rollercoaster of emotion game. I 
personally am a Mets fan, however I had to root for my 
city and just join in on the excitement of postseason base-
ball in NYC. The Yankees were down 4-0 before superstar 
rookie Aaron Judge hit a MOONSHOT that woke us all 
up! Everyone did not sit down for the rest of the game. 
The Yankees proceeded to put up 5 more runs throughout 
the game and came out victorious 6-4 after a stellar classic 
Aroldis Chapman close. Personally seeing 

a postseason game just makes this even more intense 
than it already is.

As the Nationals battle out the Cubs in the National 
League Divisional Series heading to a game 5, the 104 
win Dodgers made quick work of the D-backs by sweep-
ing them. The Cubs came out as the winners against the 
Nationals but were only able to win one game against the 
heavy stacked Dodgers, losing the National League Cham-
pionship Series 4 games to one.

The Astros are taking on the Dodgers in the World Se-
ries. It’s the first time since 1970 when the two World Se-
ries teams have both won at least 100 games.

Both teams have a lot to play for. The Dodgers a con-
stant contender, one of the highest payrolls in baseball and 
not having made the World Series since they last won it in 
1988. The Astros not only seeking their first World Series 
championship in franchise history but have a bigger cause, 
playing for their city after Hurricane Harvey.

If I had to choose, I believe the Dodgers are taking it in 
6 games. Everyone should tune in and watch an amazing 
series.

By Harvey Garcia
Sports Editor


