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2Happenings

                    Events
 Want to get involved in campus life?  Then check 

out the fall 2017 Activities Fair, scheduled for Tuesday, 
Sept. 26 at club hour (11:30 a.m.) on the lower Plaza (front 
of the College Center Building).  Most of NCC’s 100+ clubs 
will be on hand to tell you about themselves and sign up new 
members. Here’s your chance to find out what campus life at 
NCC is all about. 

The Student Government Association meets on 
Monday at 3 p.m. in the College Center, Rm. 252-253.  
Dates of upcoming meetins are Sept. 25, Oct. 9, Oct. 23, Nov. 
6, Nov. 20, Dec 4, and Dec. 11.  All are welcome.

Will America soon be under water? Has Donald 
Trump declared war on immigrants?  Is America heading 
for a showdown with North Korea?   If you have a thought 
about these or any other issues (including life at NCC), 
send it to Vignette’s Opinions section.  Opinions is seeking 
essays of 250-750 words from the campus community for 
fall 2017 issues.  Send submissions to OPINIONS, Vignette, 
College Center, Rm. 347 or email them to NCCVignette@
gmail.com (subject line: OPINIONS).  Remember to include 
your name and telephone number.   

Is there a reporter in the house? How about a reviewer 
or photographer or a thoughtful columnist?  The Vignette, 
NCC’s student newspaper,  is seeking reporters, reviewers, 
photographers, and other staff members for 2017-2018.  
No experience is necessary, though interest, enthusiasm, and 
idealism will help.  The Vignette meets on Tuesdays at club 
hour (11:30 a.m.) in its office in Room 347 of the College 
Center. Stop by!  

The Student Organization of Latinos (SOL) meets 
every Thursday at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in Building G, 
Rm. 243.  The club sponsors field trips, sponsors an annual 
scholarship, promotes Hispanic cultural awareness, and 
more. New members are always welcome.  For information 
about upcoming events, text @ccb322 to 81010.  

The Career Center will present a career workshop, 
“Get Focused: Career Planning for the First-Year 
Student,” on Tuesday, Oct. 10 at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in 
Nassau Hall, Rm. 14.  Learn the basics of exploring careers 
and finding one that’s right for you.  For more information, 
call 572-7696.

Care about clean air, clean drinking water, consumer 
rights, voter registration, and other issues related to the 
quality of life in America and the world? Get involved with 
the NCC chapter of NYPIRG (New York Public Interest 
Research Group), which works on all of these issues and 
more.  Call (516) 222-0086 for more information.  

If you like planning campus events, NCC’s 
Programming Board wants to meet you!  The club meets 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in the 
College Center, Rm. 343.  All are welcome. 

The Student Organization of Latinos (SOL) meets 
every Thursday at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in Building G, 
Rm. 243.  The club sponsors field trips, sponsors an annual 
scholarship, promotes Hispanic cultural awareness, and 
more. New members are always welcome.  For information 
about upcoming events, text @ccb322 to 81010.  

Time Management problems got you down?  Attend 
the Department of Student Personnel Services’ time 
management workshop on Tuesday, Oct. 3 at 11:30 a.m. in 
Nassau Hall, Rm. 206.  Learn practical strategies for getting 
control of your time and life! 

The first Evening Activity Hour of the Fall 2017 
semester will take place on Tuesday, Sept. 26 at 8:30 p.m.  
Among the scheduelded activities are two filsm--”Spare 
Parts” and “Mean Girls”; an adult coloring event; a managing 
stress through the arts workshop; a college scholarship 
workshop; and a “Karaoke to the Max” event.  Most events 
will take place in the College Center and Building G.  For 
more information, call 572-7148.  

Want to unwind and have some fun?  Try the student 
lounge (College Union, second floor).  The lounge features 
pool, ping-pong, and other games. For more information, 
visit the lounge or call 572-0682. 

NCC’s Career Center holds walk-in hours every 
Thursday from 9:30-11 a.m.  in Nassau Hall, Rm. 14.  If you 
have a career question, need some career advice, or want to 

learn more about the Center’s resources, including Roadtrip 
Nation and Ficus2, stop by.   

NCC has your back! Mentors are waiting to talk with 
you and to answer your questions about  classes, financial 
aid, time management, areas of study and anything else 
related to life at NCC.  To sign up for a mentor, go to ncc.edu/
mentoringprogram.  Questions? Email mentoring@ncc.edu  

Did you know that student veterans at NCC have their 
own center? The Student Veterans Center, located in the 
Tower, Plaza level, is open daily (Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.). 
The Center offers veteran benefits workshops, leadership 
opportunities, and opportunities to meet other veterans.  Stop 
by and see what the Center is all about.  Veterans and non-
veterans alike are welcome. 

Just what is an online course all about anyway?  Find 
out  (including suggestions about how to do well) in “Being 
Succesful in an Online Class,” on Thursday, Oct. 12 (11:30 
a.m.-12:45 p.m.) in Building G, Rm. 149.  

The First-Year Experience Committee invites the 
campus community to a workshop, “Math Anxiety,” 
byProf. Janis Mazza, Dept. of Mathematics, on Tuesday, 
Sept. 26. 7 (11:30 a.m.) in the College Center, Rms. 252-253.  
All are welcome.

The Department of Student Personnel Services will 
present the following learning skills workshops in October: 
Listening and Taking Notes: Tuesday, Oct. 10, 11:30 a.m.; 
Studying and Organizing for Courses: Tuesday, Oct. 17, 
11:30 a.m.; Reading College Textbooks: Thursday, Oct 24, 
11:30 a.m.; Taking Tests: Thursday, Oct. 31, 11:30 a.m.; 
and Managing Test Anxiety, Thursday, Nov. 7, 11:30 a.m. 
All workshops meet in Nassau Hall, Rm. 206. All are free 
and open to currently enrolled NCC students.  For more 
information, call 572-7141. 

NCC’s Theatre/Dance Department presents, “free 
to Be . . . You and Me”--a children’s music conceived by 
Marlo Thomas and friends.  The production addresses life-
enhancing themes imaginatively blended with music and 
humor to expand children’s horizons and invent their own 
futures without limitations. Dates: Oct.20-22 and 27-29 (2 
p.m. curtain all shows except Fridays at 7 p.m.).  Tickets: 
$9; children 12 and under $6;  free rush tickets for Friday 
evening performances for college students with valid NCC 
ID.  For more information, call the Theatre Box Office at 
572-7676, Monday through Friday, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.  

In the mood for some volleyball? Stop by the Phys Ed 
Complex on Thursday, Sept. 28 at club hour (11:30 a.m.) for 
some cool coed intramural competition.

The Intervarsity Christian Fellowship invites the 
NCC campus to its meetings on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
club hour (11:30 a.m.) in the College Union, Rm. 302.   

The NCC community is invited to take part in in 
NCC’s Breast Cancer Awareness Expo and Walk on 
Tuesday, Oct. 17 in front of the Physical Education Complex.  
The walk, which begins at noon, is sponsored by Intramural 
Well-Being Programs and the Department of Health, Physical 
Education, and Recreation.  Participants are requested to 
make a $10 donation. For more information, contact Susan 
Mitchell in the Health, Physical Education, and Recreation 
Department.--572-7684, ext 26602. 

In search of a way to relax?  Try Yoga (Tues. and 
Thurs., noon (P-120) and Wednesday at 5 p.m. (P-120).  
Sessions begin Oct. 3.  For more information, call 572-7684, 
ext. 26602. 

The Psychology Department will be holding  its fall 
food drive through Oct. 6.  Please place non-perishable 
items  in the bins in and around the Psychology Department 
(G-355). 

Winter is coming and so is flu season!  Stop by the 
College Center, Rms. 252-253 on Tuesday, Oct. 10 and 
Thursday, Oct. 12 (10 a.m.-2 p.m.) for your free flu shot. 

Immigration will be the discussion topic at the Sept. 28 
meeting of the InterAct Club (11:30 a.m. - G-257).  All are 
welcome.  

Tryouts for the women’s basketball team will take 
place on Monday, Oct. 2 in the Phys Ed Complex.  All 
interested players must have a physical before trying out.  For 
more information, email Coach Kaur at brian.kaur@ncc.edu.

             Academic Information
     Emergency school closings will be announced over 
the following radio stations: AM: Walk 1370; WOR 1010; 
WCBS 880; WHLI 1100; and    WINS 1010. FM: WALK 97.5; 
WBAB 102.3; WBLI 106.1; B103.1; KJOY 98.3; LOVE 
96.1; WMJC 94.3; WRCN 103.9; and WHPC 90.3.  School 
closings will also be announced on News 12 Long Island and 
channels 2 and 4. They will be posted, as well, on the NCC 
website, www.ncc.edu as well as www.wor710.com and 
www.WCBS880.com. 
     The NCC Library’s hours are Monday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-
9 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-8 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  
The Library will be closed on Sunday.  

The Writing Center’s fall 2017 hours are as follows: 
Writing Center (Bradley Hall, first floor): Monday, and 
Wednesday, 8:45 a.m.-2:45 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday, 9:15 
a.m.-3:15 p.m.; Friday, 8:45 a.m.-2:45 p.m. Library Annex 
(Second Floor, Rm. 233): Monday and Wednesday, 12:30-
8 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday, 10 a.m-7:45 p.m.; Saturday, 
10:15 a.m.-3:30 p.m. For more information, call 572-7195.

Looking for a quiet place to study?  Try the Study 
Lounge on the third floor (Rm. 310) of the College Center.  
Hours: Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Follow NCC news on Twitter.com/NCCVignette and 
Twitter.com/fye_nassaucc as well as on the First-Year 
Experience blog, “What’s Up, NCC?” www.whatsupncc.
blogspot.com. 

Admissions representatives from the following 
colleges and universities will be on campus in late 
September and early October to speak with NCC students 
about transfer opportunities: Molloy College and SUNY 
Maritime, Monday, Sept. 25; Centenary College and Mercy 
College, Wednesday, Sept. 27; Manhattanville College 
and SUNY Maritime College, Monday, Oct. 2; SUNY 
Maritime College and Bentley University, Tuesday, Oct. 
3; SUNY Buffalo, Thursday, Oct. 5; LIU Post and LIM, 
Monday, Oct. 9;  Adelphi University, Wednesday, Oct. 11; 
SUNY Farmingdale, Oct. 11 (2-4 p.m., Nassau Hall, Rm. 
2); and Mercy College, Thursday, Oct. 12. Unless otherwise 
indicated, all visits will take place in Building G (lobby) from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. The Transfer Office will also sponsor a 
Transfer Counseling Workshop on Thursday, Oct. 19 
at 11:30 a.m. in the College Center, Rm. 251.  If you have 
questions about the transfer process, stop by and get some 
answers! 

The Scholarships and Student Aid Committee 
invites applications for a variety of scholarships.  Sample 
scholarships include: Nassau/Suffolk Library Association 
Scholarship (one award $150); SUNY Empire State and 
NCC Foundation Diversity Honors Scholarship (fifteen 
awards--$750 each); Nassau County Part-Time Student 
Scholarship (one award--$200);  Nassau County Full Time 
Scholarship ($200); Matthew Good Memorial Scholarship 
($1000); Chester H. Barkan History Award ($300);  David 
Hochhauser Memorial Scholarship (two awards—full 
semester’s tuition); 100 Black Men of Long Island, Inc. 
Scholarship ($200 each); Robert Rubin Scholarship for 
Single Parents ($200 each); and Stu Fishkin Memorial 
Scholarship ($500). To view scholarships and to learn 
about the online filing process, visit www.ncc.edu/aboutncc/
givetoncc/scholarships. 

Applying for a scholarship? Have questions about 
the application process? Get answers at the Scholarship 
Information Workshops--Tuesday, Sept. 26 (8:30 a.m.; 
G-211) and Thursday, Sept. 28 (11:30 a.m.; G11). 

Nassau Community College is once again seeking 
applicants for the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation 
scholarship, a highly selective scholarship for the nation’s 
top community college students wishing to complete their 
bachelor’s degree at a four-year college or university. The 
Foundation provides scholarships of us to $40,000 a year 
and students may use this money for tuition, living expenses, 
books, and other fees.  For more information, students should 
contact Dean Jacqueline Turner in the Office of the Dean of 
Students, College Center Building, Rm. 312.  Information 
about applying for the scholarship can be found at http://
www.JKCF.ORG/TRANSFER.  The application period runs 
from October to December.   
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The Vignette is the 
official student newspaper 

and student voice of Nassau 
Community College.  It is 
published throughout the 
fall and spring semesters.  

Membership is open to all NCC 
students.

The Vignette welcomes 
letters to the editor as well 

as Opinions articles.  Letters 
should be limietd to 350 words.  

Opinions essays should be 
limited to 700 words.  Letters 
and Opinions pieces must be 

signed and contain the author’s 
telephone number or campus 

extension.  The newspaper will 
withhold names on request.

The editorial board reserves 
the right to edit stories or 

letters for clarity and length.  
Views expressed in letters 

and Opinions essays do not 
necessarily reflect those of the 

editorial board.

The Vignette accepts 
classified and display 

advertisements from campus 
and off-campus advertisers.  

Publication of ads in the 
newspaper does not imply 

endorsement of products or     
                  services.   

Address:      
     Vignette
     Nassau Community College
     College Center, Rm. 347
     Garden City, N.Y. 11530    
     Telephone: (516) 222-7071

     Richard Conway
     Faculty Advisor

Editorial

Selling a textbook, looking for a roommate, 
or starting a business?  

Reach out to the NCC campus community 
through Vignette classifieds.    

For more information, call 222-7071.  

Editorial Board
Raffy Donado
Editor-in-Chief

Nsikak Ekong
News Editor

James Rooney
Acting Features Editor

Opinions Editor

Harvey Garcia
Sports Editor

Tania Guerrier
Style Editor

Stephanie Bautista
Arts Editor

Advertising Manager

Bryant Gongora
Photography Editor

Royland Robinson
Business Manager

  Contributors 
Avi Ezor, Caroline Parada, Mikal 
Oltedal, Ajaury Williams, Diane 

Nahas, Vlad Barskly, Jeff Morgan, 
Jeffrey Cherubin, Christian 

Velasquez, Kevin Exinor, Reyjohn 
Sarmiento

The Vignette supports the First Amendment  to the United States Constitution.  
You should too!! 

 In a sudden twist of events, the ten day media frenzy surrounding DACA which stirred 

public outcry that began on September 5, 2017, when President Donald Trump moved to end 

DACA and called on Congress to act, comes to a screeching halt on September 14, 2017 after 

an unexpected meeting between President Trump and Democrats concerning possible legislation 

to protect the young immigrants known as “Dreamers.” To boot, tweets from Donald Trump’s 

personal account are telling a different narrative about DACA, “Does anybody really want to 

throw out good, educated and accomplished young people who have jobs, some serving in our 

military? Really!..” The tweet continues, “they have been in our country for many years through 

no fault of their own - brought in by parents at young age.” It certainly is a change of heart in 

a matter of days, but we have come to expect this type of flip flopping from this administration. 

No doubt, DACA recipients everywhere feel uncertain about their future. One thing we know for 

sure is that the media, grassroots organizations, and civil liberties legal council will be following 

this story very closely. 

Stamp out silence. 
Write a letter to 

the editor.
 

Write a letter to the editor.

So Where Does Trump Stand on DACA? 
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NCC SCHOLARSHIPS 
FALL 2017

Application Deadline: Wednesday, October 11 at 11:59 p.m. 
Apply online at: www.ncc.edu/scholarships

*ALL scholarships require that you are in Good Academic Standing*

This is not an all-inclusive list. There are specific awards granted in each Academic Department, which are not 
included here. You may apply for special area awards by obtaining information and the application in the Academic 

Department.

Full-time or Part-time Students:
 Nassau/Suffolk Library Association Scholarship:  1 award - $150 
  General Liberal Arts Major (3.75 Grade-point average or higher); completed at least one year at NCC; intend to continue your baccalaureate studies in   

  Liberal Arts.  Essay required describing how this scholarship will assist in the attainment of your educational goal(s) towards a baccalaureate degree.  

   
David Hochhauser Scholarship:  1 award - One Semester’s Tuition

  Majoring in an area of Business (grade-point average of 3.5 or higher); Completed one semester at NCC; must show financial need; tuition must be paid in 
full for the current semester.  Essay required describing why you are an appropriate candidate for the scholarship, your educational and personal accomplishments and 

your career goals. 

Grace Scholarship for Student Excellence:  1 award - $250
  Majoring in Business Administration, Communications, Marketing or Media (3.5 grade-point average or better).  Letter of recommendation required from a  

 faculty member whom you have had as a teacher; Essay required describing why you are a deserving candidate, including what motivated you to enroll at NCC and 
what you hope to accomplish in your career.

100 Black Men of Long Island, Inc. Scholarship:  1 award - $200
  African American Male majoring in an area of Allied Health Sciences, Biology, Chemistry, Environmental Science, Nursing or Physics (3.2 or better grade-

point average).  Essay required describing your educational and personal accomplishments and your career goals. 

 Lillian Wasserstein Caveglia Memorial Scholarship:  2 awards - $250
  Enrolled in a degree program (3.0 grade-point average or better) ; must show financial need. Essay required describing your educational and personal 

accomplishments and your career goals.

Michael J. Gallo Italian Heritage Scholarship: 1 award - $250
  Completed at least 12 GPA credits at NCC (3.0 or better grade-point average); enrolled in a degree program; Italian descent; continuing your education  

   towards a baccalaureate degree; participated and/or are involved in community service; must show financial need.  Essay describing why you are 
an appropriate candidate for the scholarship including information about your Italian heritage and your community service.

H.E. Lawless American Patriot Scholarship: 1 award - $250
  Either on active military reserve or a former veteran (grade-point average 2.0 or higher).  Essay required describing why you are an appropriate candidate 

for the scholarship and why it is important to be patriotic in today’s society. 

Michael “Scooter” Fenrich Scholarship: 1 award - $400
  Enrolled in a degree program (2.5 or better grade-point average); have a physical or learning disability. essay required describing your educational, profes-

sional, and personal acccomplishments while overcoming your specufic individual disability.

Conor McGinty Memorial Scholarship: 1 award - $500
  Completed at least 24 grade-point average credits (no minimum gpa required) at NCC; enrolled in a degree program; current Island Park resident preferred 

Essay required describing your educational and personal accomplishments and your career goals.

Robert Rubin Scholarship for Single Parents: 1 award - $200
  Incoming Student (no minimum grade-point average requried); enrolled in a degree program; must show financial need.  Essay required describing your 

educational and personal accomplishments and career goals.

SUNY Empire State and NCC Foundation Diversity Honors Scholarship:  24 awards - $1000
  Of African American, Hispanic/Latino, Native American Ancestry OR have a disability (physical or other); must be enrolled in a degree program. Essay 

required describing your educational and personal accomplishments and your career goals.

Full-time Students:
 Chester N. Barkan History Award:  2 awards  - $300
  Completed at least 24 GPA credits at NCC (3.5 or better grade-point average); majoring in Liberal Arts or Teacher Education; completed at least 6 credits at 

NCC in History; must show financial need. Essay required describing your educational and personal accomplishments as well as your career goals. 

 Matthew Good Memorial Scholarship:  1 award - $1000
  Physically challenged student who has completed at least 30 GPA credits at NCC (3.0 grade-point avferage or better).  Essay required describing how you 

are physically challenged, your educational and personal accomplishments and your career goals.   
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The Nassau Community College Federation of Teachers Local 3150 

(NCCFT) invites applications for the Joseph F. Carlino, Jr. Academic Excellence and Service Scholarship.  A $3000 award will be made to a full-time student who    
graduated from NCC in summer 2017; who will graduate in fall 2016; or is eligible to graduate from NCC in May 2018.  A $1000 scholarship will be presented to the first-runner-
up. At the time of their application, interested students must have completed a minimum of 48 credits as a full-time student at NCC; have a 3.7 cumulative average (maintained 
through graduation); must have been accepted to an accredited four-year institution of higher learning; and be able to document unpaid service to the college and/or community 
while a student at NCC.  Applications and information are available online  at www.nccft.org or www.ncc.edu.  Additional information may be obtained by calling 572-7198.  

Completed applications must be returned to the NCCFT office (Cluster F, Rm. 3293) by noon on Thursday, March 21, 2018. 

The Nassau Community College Federation of Teachers-Local 3150 (NCCFT) invites applications for the Aaron Seligman Memorial Scholarship 
($1000).  At the time of their application, students must be a full-time NCC student in good academic standing during the academic year in which an application is submitted; 
have completed a minimum of 48 academic credits with at least sixteen credits in mathematics, computer science, and/or information technology; have completed a minimum 
of two full-time semesters at NCC; have a minimum grade-point average of 3.5; and be able to document active involvement in a leadership activity with two letters of 
appropriate recommendation.  Applications and information are available online  at www.nccft.org or www.ncc.edu.  Additional information may be obtained by calling 
572-7198.
        Completed applications must be returned to the NCCFT office (Cluster F, Rm. 3293) by noon on Thursday, March 21, 2018.

The Nassau Community College Federation of Teachers Local 3150 

(NCCFT) invites applications for theM. Debra DeSanto Student Aide Scholarship.  A $300 award will be made to a full-time student in good academic standing who has 
completed a minimum of fifteen academic credits at NCC wuth a grade-point average of 3.0 and who has been a student aide for at least one complete semester.  Applications and 
information may be obtained at www.nccft.org or the NCCFT Office (Cluster F, Rm. 3293; 572-7198).  

Completed applications must be returned to the NCCFT office (Cluster F, Rm. 3293) by noon on Thursday, March 21, 2018. 

The Nassau Community College Federation of Teachers Local 3150 

(NCCFT) invites applications for the Joseph F. Carlino, Jr. Memorial Scholarship -- fall semester’s tuition and fees.   Award will be made to a full-time student 
who has graduated from high school the previous spring with at least a 3.0 cuimulative grade-point average and who is attending Nassau Community College and as a full-time 
student with a program emphasis in mathematics, computer science, or information technology.   Applications and information may be obtained at www.nccft.org.  

Completed applications must be returned to the NCCFT office (Cluster F, Rm. 3293) by noon on Thursday, October 19, 2017. 

Stu Fishkin Memorial Scholarship: 1 award - $500
 A Criminal Justice or Political Science major (3.0 or higher grade-point average .  A student who has lost a parent to cancer or has a parent 
 currently undergoing cancer treatment.  Upload an essay explaining your journey through your parent’s cancer and how you have dealt with the struggle while 
                                                                                                        continuing your education.

 Chuck Behrens Memorial Scholarship:  2 awards - $500
  Completed at least 24 GPA credits at NCC (2.5 grade-point average or better); enrolled in a degree program; currently on an NCC athletic team. Essay required 

describing your educational and personal accomplishments and your career goals.

 Nassau County Awards Full-Time Scholarship:  40 awards - $500
  Completed at least 12 GPA credits at NCC (2.5 grade-point average or higher); must show financial need. Essay required describing your educational and 

personal accomplishments and your career goals.

Louie Bockelman Memorial Scholarship: 1 award - $250
  An Engineering/Physics/Technology, Liberal Arts & Science - Math & Science, Mathematics/Computer Science/Information Technology or Physical 

Sciences major (3.0 or better grade-point average). Essay required describing why you are an appropriate candidate for this scholarship.

Part-time Students:
 Nassau County Awards Part-Time Scholarship:  25 awards - $200
  Currently enrolled in 6-11.5 credits at NCC; completed at least 6 GPA credits at NCC; have not been awarded this scholarship within the past 6 months. 

Essay required describing your educational and personal accomplishments and your career goals.

NCC SCHOLARSHIPS 
FALL 2017

****Scholarship Informational Workshops for students will be held on****
Tuesday, Sept. 26 at 8:30 p.m. in G121 and 
Thursday, Sept. 28 at 11:30 a.m. in G211

Scholarships
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Behind Trump’s Action on DACA   
DACA (De-

ferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals) is a policy created by former Presi-
dent Barack Obama in 2012 concerning American immi-
gration. This policy allows illegal immigrants, who came 
to the United States when they were minors, the ability to 
make a living in the United States. 

Before becoming president, Donald Trump stated 
that he would put an end to DACA, and now that is what 
he’s doing.

On September 5, 2017, Donald Trump made a state-
ment concerning the policy. In his statement, he said, 
"President Obama bypassed Congress to give work per-
mits, social security numbers, and federal benefits to 
approximately 800,000 illegal immigrants currently be-
tween the ages of 15 and 36" and that "the program is 
unlawful and unconstitutional and cannot be successfully 
defended in court.”  

Trump also gave insight into how he would take ac-
tion saying, "in the best terms of our country, and in keep-
ing with the obligations of my office, the Department of 
Homeland Security will begin an orderly transition and 
wind-down of DACA, one that provides minimum dis-
ruption. While new applications for work permits will 
not be accepted, all existing work permits will be hon-
ored until their date of expiration up to two full years 
from today. 

“Furthermore, applications already in the pipeline 
will be processed, as will renewal applications for those 
facing near-term expiration. This is a gradual process, 
not a sudden phase out. Permits will not begin to expire 
for another six months, and will remain active for up to 
24 months. Thus, in effect, I am not going to just cut 
DACA off, but rather provide a window of opportunity 
for Congress to finally act."

Barack Obama has responded to Trump's actions say-
ing, "This is about young people who grew up in Amer-

ica-kids who study in our schools, young adults who are 
starting careers, patriots who pledge allegiance to our 
flag. These Dreamers are Americans in their hearts, in 
their minds, in every single way but one: on paper. They 
were brought to this country by their parents, sometimes 
even as infants. They may not know a country besides 
ours. They may not even know a language besides Eng-
lish. They often have no idea they're undocumented until 
they apply for a job, or college, or a driver's license. Over 
the years, politicians of both parties have worked togeth-
er to write legislation that would have told these young 
people-our young people-that if your parents brought 
you here as a child, if you've been here a certain number 
of years, and if you're willing to go to college or serve 
in our military, then you'll get a chance to stay and earn 
your citizenship. And for years while I was President, I 
asked Congress to send me such a bill. 

“That bill never came. And because it made no sense 
to expect talented, driven, patriotic young people from 
the only country they know solely because of the actions 
of their parents, my administration acted to lift the shad-
ow of deportation from these young people, so that they 
could continue to contribute to our communities and our 
country. We did so based on the well-established legal 
principle of prosecutorial discretion, developed by Dem-
ocratic and Republican presidents alike, because our im-
migration enforcement agencies have limited resources, 
and it made sense to focus those resources on those who 
come illegally to this country to do us harm. Deporta-
tions of criminals went up. Some 800,000 young people 
stepped forward, met rigorous requirements, and went 
through background checks. And America grew stronger 
as a result." 

Obama finished his speech by saying, "Ultimately, 
this is about basic decency. This is about whether we are 
a people who kick hopeful young strivers out of America, 
or whether we treat them the way we'd want our own kids 

to be treated. It's about who we are as a people - and who 
we want to be. 

“What makes us American is not a question of what 
we look like, or where our names come from, or the way 
we pray. What makes us American is our fidelity to a set 
of ideals - that all of us are created equal; that all of us 
deserve the chance to make of our lives what we will; 
that all of us share an obligation to stand up, speak out, 
and secure our most cherished values for the next gen-
eration. That's how America has traveled this far. That's 
how, if we keep at it, we will ultimately reach that more 
perfect union."

   According to Politico and other polls, a majority of 
Americans are against Trump's decision and are standing 
up for DACA. 

Congressman Seth Moulton said that the state of 
Massachusetts will lose more than $606 million in an-
nual gross domestic product. The repeal of DACA has 
also caused many protests. One of these protests was at 
Trump Tower, where 34 people were arrested.

Though DACA offers opportunity to its members, 
there are multiple downsides to it. People that join 
DACA have to give out their personal information such 
as their name, address, physical appearance, and criminal 
past. Though it is stated that this information will not be 
revealed, there is still possibility for it to be. There are 
also no long term effects, and the end of the program 
was always a possibility. That possibility has now been 
presented.

   What do you think about DACA's potential end? 
Is Donald Trump right or wrong about DACA being un-
constitutional? Are the downsides of the program worth 
it for those who use it? Will the DACA supporters stop 
Donald Trump and his administration from repealing 
DACA once and for all?

by Christopher Morris
Staff Writer

NCC President’s Response to Trump’s DACA Order
Editor’s Note: Shortly after President Donald Trump issued his executive order regarding Deferred Action for Childhood (DACA), NCC President Hubert Keen sent the 

following letter to students:

Dear Student:

Some students enrolled at NCC have been covered by the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), and I am sure that they are experiencing consid-
erable anxiety given the proposed termination of the program by President Trump.  I am very disappointed that the future of this group of our students is threat-
ened and does not hold the same opportunity that the overwhelming majority of us have enjoyed throughout our lives.  When the College can offer services to 
help students affected by this action, we will make every effort to support them.

The future of the program has, as we know from news reports, been placed in the hands of the U.S. Congress.  Unless action is taken to pass legislation, the 
program lapses on March 5, 2018.  (There are phase-out provisions for individuals who have authorization extending beyond the termination date.)   However, 
the fate of the program lies at this point with elected federal legislators.  It appears that our regional federal representatives are supportive of a program for 
“childhood arrivals”.  Making our concerns known to these federal representatives can help give them the strong resolve needed to carry through with legisla-
tion.  Those who want to advocate for the cause might wish to contact his/her Congressman and Senators.  The Congressmen/women whose districts are in or 
overlap Nassau County are listed below.

Although students with DACA status are not identified by any record generally available to faculty or staff, if any student should identify him/herself I am 
confident that our faculty and staff will be supportive in any way we can.

Hubert Keen

Representatives’ Names and AddressesHon. Thomas Suozzi
1 Barstow Road Suite P-22

Great Neck, N.Y.  11021

Hon. Kathleen Rice
229 7th Street

Garden City, N.Y.  11530

Hon. Peter King
1003 Park Blvd.

Massapequa Park, N.Y.  11762

Hon. Kirsten Gillibrand
155 Pinelawn Road, Suite 250 North

Melville, N.Y.  11747

Hon. Gregory Meeks
67-12 Rockaway Beach Blvd.
Arverne, N.Y.  11692
    

Hon. Charles Schumer
145 Pinelawn Road, Suite 300

Melville, N.Y.  11747
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On Monday, Sept. 11, the Student Gov-
ernment Association (SGA) kicked off their first meeting for the 2017-2018 year. 

This year the new SGA wants to get a lot things down that they have planned for this 
school year. For those who don’t know, the SGA is one of the many voices in Nassau 
Community College. As they meet with many of the higher ups of NCC like Herbert 
Keen the president of Nassau Community College. This persistent group of students 
includes: Raquel Fossett – President; Romina Canales - Vice President; Sameer Sikander 
– Treasurer; Romandeep Kaur – Secretary; Noah Hohner - Public Relations; Wanpeng 
Meng - Academic Senate Chairperson; and Therese Russell - Student Trustee.  

During this meeting the SGA 
welcomed former Town Super-
visor Kate Murray who along 
with the SGA Programming 
Board will host Constitution Day 
on September 14. This event is 
in observance of the signing of 
the United States Constitution. 

Along with Constitution 
Day, the SGA welcomed Ford 
automobile company, which 
will be hosting an event on Oc-
tober 26. On that day Ford will 
bring their new electric cars for 
students to test drive around 
campus. The event will be 
filled with food, games, music, 
fun and electric Ford vehicles. 

Also, SGA advi-
sor Demetrius Wat-

kins explained that all club officers need to complete the “Not Anymore” test 
about sexual harassment. The reason is because club budgets, which comes from 
the Faculty/Student Association (FSA), are frozen. When the club officers com-
plete the “Not Anymore” forms, then the budgets of each club will be unfrozen. 

Since this is the start of the new school year, the SGA will be holding elections for 
freshman and sophomore senators. To all Nassau Community College freshman and re-
turning students if you want to run as an E-board member for the next school year run as 
a senator.  It is highly recommended to start as a freshman or sophomore senator before 
running for SGA E-Board. The vice president, Romina Canales will meet with the candi-

dates on September 20 
in the College Center. 
This is the information 
session.  If you to be 
the voice for all NCC 
students,  join the SGA.

SGA Kicks Off Year

Chemistry Department Gives Curriculum New Look

NCC’s Chemistry Department 
is experiencing some of the most 
intensive revamps and restructur-
ing the College has seen in years. 
Substantial changes to academic 
arrangement now allow the pro-
gram to more appropriately reflect 
the stance of the American Chemi-
cal Society (ACS), a leading in-
novator and publisher in scientific 
journals and databases, host for 
conferences and funder for re-
search in the chemical sciences. 

The changes refelct a paradigm 
shift in focus and emphasis from 
math to the conceptual aspects of 
chemistry. Understanding the how 
and the why, not just finding the 
answer. Critical thinking, an in-
valuable tool in organic chemistry, 
is now being introduced sooner in 
general chemistry, allowing stu-
dents a seamless transition into a 
course that was previously recog-
nized as arduous and punishing.  

Courses in the CHE 151-152 se-
quence previously called “Inorganic 
Chemistry” are now listed as “Gen-
eral Chemistry,”,the same title they 
go by at other colleges and universi-
ties. The Chemistry Learning Center 
(LS-124) now no longer provides 

assistance in completing labs and 
pre-labs, resulting staff are now 
constantly available to aid stu-
dents, reducing waiting time and 
increasing frequency of problems 
resolved and conflicts addressed. 
The expectatiopn and hope is that 
students will utilize the center to 
prepare themselves for exams. The 
Chemistry Department is provid-
ing the resources to maximize op-
portunity for academic excellence.

“Our expectation is that stu-
dents should be able to sit down for 
standardized tests like the MCAT 
and do well without outside prepa-
ration,” says a faculty member. 

He mentioned the academic 
obligation a professor has to their 
students, and argues that paying for 
preparation courses and literature 
for these exams is a luxury com-
munity college students simply do 
not have. The faculty recognizes 
regardless of where students end 
up after completing these courses, 
whether it’s industry, medicine 
or academia, that communica-
tion and interaction is significant. 

The Department is incorpo-
rating features such as oral pre-
sentations into the curriculum, 

bringing back the human el-
ement into what has some-
times been described as an 
almost emotionless and com-
pletely clinical discipline.

Final exams for both gener-
al chemistry courses now meet 
the level of quality and content 
emphasized by the ACS, mov-
ing in a direction that Dr. Daniel  
Resch, a member of the Chem-
istry Department, describes as 
“encouraging chemical literacy 
and allowing students to make 
informed mindful decisions.” 

He spoke briefly about the 
possible upcoming Chemi-
cal Technology (A.A.S.) cer-
tification, the introduction of 
a new Analytical Chemistry 
course and changes in affili-
ates, activities and guest speak-
ers for The Chemistry Club. 

“Chemicals aren’t going 
away,” says Resch. “They’re 
here to stay. Our ambition is inno-
vating an academic atmosphere 
that facilitates achievement, 
provides requirements for de-
velopment and creates meaning-
ful employment opportunities.”

byNsikak Eking
News Editor

by Zach Rodrigues
Staff Writer

Free 
Flu Shots 

Available for NCC students 

Oct. 10 and 12 (10 a.m.-2 p.m.)

College Center, Rms. 252-253.
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NCC STUDENTS
JOB PLACEMENT OFFCE ON CAMPUS JOB 

RECRUITMENT

YOU ARE INVITED TO MEET RECRUITERS 
FROM: 

********************************************************

MARINES
G LOBBY

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2017 
****************************************

Time:  10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Place:  Building G-Lobby

SPONSORED BY STUDENT PERSONNEDL SERVICES
JOB PLACEMENT OFFICE, NASSAU HALL ROOM M-39 (516) 572-7132

RECRUITMENT SUBJECT TO CHANGE



       September 14, 2017

9Advertisements

NCC Newman Catholic Society 

Nassau Community College’s Newman Catholic Society consists of a group of college 
Christians who share their faith and promote community service projects together. The 
club participates in a variety of different activities such as Catholic Underground, Star-
gazing BBQs, Midnight Runs, Soup Kitchen Volunteering, Pet Therapy, Box Town, and 
many other exciting conferences and events. Fundraising for various charities is another 
important aspect of our club. This semester, we plan to fundraise for Texas, Florida, and 
Puerto Rico Relief as well as for the Inn and NCC Nest. Additionally, we take any accept-
able donations of new or gently used baby items to support students and families on campus 
with planned or unplanned pregnancies.           

To sustain the success of our club’s goals, Catholic Masses are held every last Thurs-
day of each month in CCB 251 celebrated by a Catholic Priest from the Diocese of Rock-
ville Centre. Students and faculty members attend Mass every holy day of obligation for 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the Sacrament of Reconciliation, spiritual direction and 
liturgical prayer. During our club meetings, we discuss Holy Scripture and other reli-
gious topics TO DEEPEN OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE CATHOLIC FAITH. The 
NCC Newman Catholic Society is a great way for students to make new friends, serve the 
community, and have lots of fun together all while keeping God the center of their lives! 
Meetings are held every Thursday during club hour (11:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.) in G235. 
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A Guide and Savior for NCC Artists
By Stephanie Bautista
Arts Editor

What makes art beautiful? I have been a Graphic Design major at NCC for over a year now. I have personally dealt with the difficulties that every 
learning designer encounters. This is when I am already greatly invested in an art piece, and I see that there is something that just doesn’t look right 
in the art, and since I don’t know how to fix it, the design process, and the motivation simply dies and I don’t know how to move forward from that 
point. This happens to all of us learning artists. Thankfully, an NCC Art Department professor, Tom Emmerson, has found a solution for this common 
problem that we face. His solution is Artofficialintel.com.

I have had the pleasure of having Emmerson as my professor this semester for Graphic Design 3 and I can honestly say that he is in love with the 
work that he does and strives to motivate and inspire his students. Professor Emmerson did just that with the creation of his website. Emmerson began 
his journey of creating this website with a purpose to aid the students in the advanced courses that he teaches. “...I was finding that there was a huge 
mixture of what students understood...I was spending a lot of time reviewing some of the fundamentals that I was hoping, they would already know 
when they got to some of the more advanced classes,” he said. To review constantly or more than you should in a course has a huge impact on your 
future, and this applies to all classes, put simply you are in a course to learn new skills, grow, create, and improve your current skills to later become 
a professional and anything stopping you from learning is a problem. 

Emmerson first came about the idea for the website years ago but never had the time to actually create it, until last year, when he decided to take 
his first sabbatical which allowed him all the time he needed to start and finish his idea. The website’s content includes Elements and Principles of 
Design, Color Theory, Typography, and lastly Grids and Ratios. Within each of these topics there are detailed definitions of vocabulary and design 
elements and how they can be applied and should be used. It is the basic guide for every design student. Its content is clear and concise and has not 
only been created by Emmerson but also by other professors in the Art Department, both fulltime and adjunct professors, who created minor changes 
in the website’s final content to ensure it contained the most information possible to the students in regards to their courses.

The Artofficialintel.com website was initially thought up to be strictly for the NCC students but is instead available to everyone with access to 
the internet. The website encourages NCC students to get to the next level, for them to advance. Emmerson’s goal is for students to value their work 
and in doing so create the best work with the best tools and knowledge given to them, “...allow students to think about their art more before they 
start to create it…the more people that use it and get the most out of it, the better I feel,” he says. Many Art Department professors other than Profes-
sor Emmerson have displayed this website to their students and I think all of us NCC art students should use this website to our advantage because 
we don’t just draw and we don’t just create. Everything has a purpose. So what makes art beautiful? It’s the creation, the impacting design that fully 
communicates a purpose visually.
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Review

Review      

“It” is Finally Here

“It”is finally here. 
Adapted from Stephen King’s 1986 

novel, “It’is playing in theaters. 
The original novel is about an ancient 

evil entity known as It, or by Its most fa-
vored form, Pennywise the Dancing 
Clown. It haunts the fictional town of Der-
ry and uses children’s worst fears to pre-
pare them to be fed upon.

“It” has done something not many 
Stephen King adaptations have accom-
plished. It was portrayed in a way that 
reading the book was not required to en-
joy the film. 

Although some key scenes from the 
novel were cut, they did not take away 
from the central plot. The cast of the film 
was made from the most talented child 
actors to ever grace Hollywood. These child actors form the Losers Club, with the 

sole purpose of killing “It” and ending his reign of terror on Derry. And each actor 
shines in their personality and drive to do so.

 Although each actor stays true to the characters from the novel, some inter-
actions are added that only increased the charm of the cast. The one that is most 
endearing is an interaction between two of the characters involving a certain boy 
band. Although I do have one gripe. Moving from the Losers Club to their main 
rival, Bill Skarsgard makes the most accurate and most terrifying portrayal of the 
demonic clown to ever meet the silver screen. He is creepy, arrogant and some-
times goofy and funny. The novel portrays him in the exact same way, which I am 
truly proud of. 

The horror of the film is textbook perfection. Unlike other modern day hor-
ror movies, “It” does not rely on jump scares and shock to terrify the audience. Al-
though still used to scare the children, suspense and terror cause the majority of 
the guaranteed screams and pounded hearts.

Overall, the modern adaptation of “It” blows the 1990 TV mini-series out of the 
water (although to be fair, TV does have its limitations), and it leaves you wanting 
more and more as you finally leave the theater. I can say with confidence I abso-
lutely enjoyed the film and I cannot wait for the sequel coming in 2018.

Reviewed by James Rooney
Features Editor

“Mother!”
This new film by Darren Aronofsky is 

an experimental horror-drama that must be seen to be believed. A couple, played 
by Javier Bardem and Jennifer Lawrence, live a tranquil life in their estate. The 
husband is a poet, and the wife spends much of her time cleaning the house. 

One day, the husband lets a man stay the night at the house. Soon, the 
man's wife shows up, followed by their children. It isn't long before the fam-
ily begins to have a corrosive effect on the couple's lives, particularly the wife.

That's the best description of the plot I can give without revealing too much, and it's 
how the film was marketed. The premise of uninvited guests causing tension in some-
one's home is a common one in horror films. However, "mother!" is an entirely different 
film than the one that was advertised. There's a meaning behind the movie that is not 
apparent from the start. If you go in blind, you'll probably be thrown off by the surreal-
ist imagery and bizarre events that could easily be explained in the intended context. 

Even then, “Mother!” is hard to recommend to casual tastes, mainly due to the final 
act. In the last 40 minutes, the film essentially explodes into chaos, culminating in one 
of the most disturbing scenes I've seen in a mainstream film. There are clues in the cast 
credits as to what the film’s meaning, but by then I don't know how many will care. 

I can't honestly recommend this film, because I'm not sure how people will re-
act to it, and I have a higher tolerance for this kind of movie than others.  I can say, 
however, that this is nothing like anything else I've seen at the movies recently.

Reviewed by Avi Ezor
Staff Writer

Like  
the Arts?  Want to 

write about them for the 
Vignette?

Stop by our meetings on Tues. and 
Thurs. at club hour (College Center, 

Rm. 347) and see Stephanie.
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Is rock dead? To many 
fans of the Classic Rock era, 
it is. As the musicians of that 
time inevitably stop produc-
ing new music, the question 
that remains is: What does the 
future hold for rock music? 

With amazingly talented 
musicians who produce ener-
gizing riffs, honest lyrics, and 
catchy, lovable choruses, the 
alternative/indie rock band 
McCafferty is one of the mu-
sical groups that falsifies the 
statement that “rock is dead.” 

The band performed the 
third to last show on their tour 
with Remo Drive at The Knit-
ting Factory in Brooklyn on 
September 7. Playing songs off 
their new, unreleased album and 
their previous albums “Beach-
boy” and “Thanks. Sorry. Sure,” 
their performance proved to be 
exhilarating. The crowd buzzed 
with energy during every song 
as they danced and sang along 

to the meaningful, captivating 
lyricism of Nick Hartkop, McCaf-
ferty’s lead singer and songwriter. 

After the show, I insisted on 
helping them pack their equip-
ment in their tour van, and we 
then headed to a local diner, at 
which they insisted on paying for 
my food. Before the food arrived, 
friendly conversations about 
newly released alternative albums 
were passed around the table. 

From the very second I 
met them, each member of the 
band was ridiculously friend-
ly, genuine, and welcoming. 

Their energetic drummer, 
Wes Easterly, is an extremely 
laid back, understanding per-
son who is very easy to talk to. 

Their skillful guitarist, Evan 
Graham, is the quietest of the group, 
and the seemingly most mature. 

Chris Joecken, their bassist, 
never fails to make everyone laugh. 

It is extremely clear that 
the group sincerely loves what 
they do. It is especially evi-
dent in Nick Hartkop’s case be-
cause he quit teaching special 

education after three years to 
bring McCafferty back togeth-
er. Music is truly his passion. 

“What draws me to music is 
the opportunity to express my-
self in a healthy manner with my 
struggles regarding mental health. 
Also I love helping people; it was 
the reason I went into teaching 
and it’s the reason I have decided 
to do music,” Hartkop explained. 

He started playing music in 
2010 and began McCafferty as 
a project in 2012 with unofficial 
members. After taking a hiatus to 
teach following the 2014 release 
of the fan-favorite “Beachboy,” 
an album made for fun while in 
college, Hartkop gathered the 
current members of McCafferty 
to officially assemble the band 
this past January. Five months 
later, “Thanks. Sorry. Sure,” 
their latest album, was released. 

“Musically, the new LP we 
are working on is worlds better 
than Beachboy- that CD doesn’t 
necessarily represent what the 
band is truly capable of,” Hart-
kop explained when asked about 

the development of McCaf-
ferty’s music through the years. 

He added, “We want to thank 
Take This to Heart Records and 
Zack Zarrillo” for assisting them 
in their musical journey. Ad-
ditionally, in response to why 
people should listen to their mu-
sic, Hartkop simply chuckled 
and replied, “They shouldn’t.”

McCafferty loves their fan-
base dearly. “What made me 
want to do music full time was 
the demand from people for 
us to return as well as me hav-
ing grown as a person and being 
ready to talk about new things 
in an upcoming release that we 
have written,” Hartkop professed. 

The band even impulsively 
smashed two guitars during two 
separate shows over this past 
tour and happily gave the pieces 
of their storytelling instruments 
to eager fans. This is something 
that stands out in the genre, as 
up-and-coming bands can easily 
grow pompous and think they are 
too good to associate with fans. 

“My least favorite part of tour 

is being worried that we won’t 
impress anyone at shows and 

I want everyone to have fun,” 
Hartkop continued. “But that’s 
the best part as well- it’s been 
an amazing experience and we 
are incredibly thankful for it.”

There is just something 
special about McCafferty. As 
people, they stand out because 
of their general welcoming de-
meanor and wonderful, earnest 
team-oriented dynamic as a band. 

As musicians, McCafferty 
should be more well known than 
they are. The way they combine 
truthful lyricism about current, 
relatable topics and skillful rock 
instrumentals that make danc-
ing irresistible makes McCaf-
ferty a necessity on any playlist. 

The band makes rock mu-
sic an experience rather than 
an ideology to revolve songs 
around. McCafferty is one of 
the few reasons that I can con-
fidently write these follow-
ing words: Rock is not dead. 

Why is McCafferty Important to the Music Industry?
by Lauren Taglienti
Copy Editor

Creative Writing Library Hours
Fall 2017

Monday
12:30 – 1:45 pm

Tuesday
9 am – 11:15 am
4:00 – 5:45 pm

Wednesday
12:30 – 1:45 pm

Thursday
9 am – 11:15 am
4:00 – 5:45 pm

                         Classified Ad

Alternative to Abortion
Choose Life for Me!

After 18 days you can hear my heartbeat.
After 40 days, you can measure my brain waves.
After 45 days, I feel pain and respond to touch.

Free Pregnancy Testing, Information, and 
Counseling

Also post-abortion counseling.
Call: 1-631-243-0066

1-631-243-2373
516-798-9100 Massapequa
516-408-6300 Hempstead
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Advocacy in Action
by Royland Robinson

On August 30 a strong and 
powerful group of Arthritis Foun-
dation Advocates--Kerry Wong, 
Lynne Enman, Renee Cafaro, Jil-
lian Heinze, Angie Gonzalez and 
Nassau’s very own Royland Rob-
inson--made their voices heard 
during a meeting that took place 
at Senator Chuck Schumer’s and 
Senator Gillibrand’s offices to dis-
cuss and introduce bills that will 
benefit patients who suffer from  
“Autoimmune” illnesses like 
Arthritis and its over 100 forms. 

During the meetings with 
Czareena Dotchev Community 
Outreach Director for Sena-
tor Schumer and Brook Gesser, 
Senior Advisor in Senator Gil-
librand’s office, we discussed 
two bills: H.R.1859 - Ensuring 
Children’s Access to Specialty 
Care Act and (Step-Therapy/ 
Fail First) H.R. 2077: Restoring 
the Patient’s Voice Act of 2017. 

Step therapy is the practice of 
insurance companies allowing pa-
tients to try less expensive medi-
cations before taking the more ex-

pensive ones. The challenge with 
this is in some cases it forces pa-
tients to stop taking the medicine 
that’s been working and go back 
to one that has already been un-
successful for them. That is just 
not an ethical thing for them to 
do because over time if  patients 
aren’t on their medication, they 
will experience serious pain and 
agony due to their illness taking 
the same medication they previ-
ously “failed” on. This process 
can take up to 6 months in order 
for patients to get the right care. 

H.R. 2077: Restoring the 
Patient’s Voice Act of 2017 is 
an a legislation that will allow 
health-care physicians to re-
quest exceptions in certain cir-
cumstances, keeping the patient 
at the forefront of patient care. 
(Step Therapy)  has already been 
passed in 15 other states, includ-
ing NY, and has been introduced 
in the House already. At this 
meeting we asked Senator Gil-
librand to introduce this piece of 
legislation into the Senate, so that 

it can become federal law, pro-
tecting patients across the entire 
country. Us “Warrior” like advo-
cates that are part of the Arthritis 
Foundation are always working 
diligently to make sure we can 
improve the lives of all people 
who are fighting with chronic 
illness. And we will not give up 
until there is a victory for all! 

Arthritis has a major effect 
on a large part of our popula-
tion here in New York, in fact, 
there are 3,629,000 people liv-
ing with doctor-diagnosed ar-
thritis. Raising awareness and 
spreading resources to those in 
need about arthritis is being done 
continuously by an Army of ad-
vocates all around the country. 

Did you know that there are 
300,000 kids that have arthritis in 
the United States? With that large 
number of people being affected 
by this, you would think there 
would be an appropriate number 
of physicians that can acquaint 
them. But unfortunately, that’s 
not the case. Currently, there are 

fewer than 350 certified pediatric 
rheumatologists within the united 
states and the majority of them 
are clustered in large city areas. 
Thankfully there are a lot of rheu-
matologists in the NYC area ex-
cept for those living in upstate re-
gions, they must travel downstate 
to seek care. There needs to be an 
increase of pediatric rheumatolo-
gist so that patients don’t have 
to travel hundreds of miles to 
go see a doctor that understands 
Arthritis. There are 8 states that 
have no pediatric rheumatologist 
and 5 states that have only one. 

Childhood arthritis can range 
from mild to life-threatening, so 
early diagnosis is important in or-
der  to avoid further joint damage. 
Adult rheumatologists are not 
trained in pediatric rheumatology 
so don’t understand how to deal 
with certain issues.  Co-sponsor 
S.989, the Ensuring Children’s 
Access to Specialty Care Act, in-
troduced by Senators Roy Blunt 
(R-MO) and Jack Reed (D-RI), 
which would include pediatric 

subspecialists like pediatric rheuma-
tologists as eligible for the National 
Health Service Corps (NHSC). 
Those who pursue knowledge in 
the pediatric rheumatology will be 
taking on a career that is definitely 
going to improve the lives of many. 
The NHSC provides scholarship 
and loan repayment to health care 
providers in exchange for service 
in rural and underserved areas. This 
bill would help ensure children in 
areas with pediatric rheumatology 
shortages have access to providers 
best suited to meet their needs. More 
than 40 national organizations have 
pledged their support for this bill. 

With more physicians that can 
administrator the right care to kids 
who desperately need it will help 
manage their illness now and as 
they grow older. During these Sen-
ate meetings I could tell they were 
interested and learning about the 
issues people encounter when fight-
ing arthritis. Advocating for those 
who have to deal with chronic pain 
is such a pleasure and comes natural 
to me.  I know it will make an im-
pact on the future of so many lives .
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Located: South Hall Room 118

Monday 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

Tuesday 11:30 am – 1:00 pm and 4:00pm-6:00pm 

Wednesday 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

   Visit us on our website for more information at http://
nestncc.weebly.com

Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/TheNESTatNCC

Follow us on Twitter: @foodinthenest

If you are in need, bring your NCC ID and 

we will provide groceries for your family!

Food Donations are Welcome

Please think about volunteering!

A food pantry 

Nassau: Empowerment and Support for Tomorrow

The
NEST at NCC
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Nassau Commu-
nity College is urging 
students to participate 
in an informative pre-
sentation called “Not 
Anymore” to ensure 
safety around campus. 

The College has 
made the program 
mandatory for students 
in work study, faculty 
members, and club 
members. The online 
program offers inter-
active online features 
that help students learn 
about and prevent sex-
ual assault and domes-
tic violence.

This program helps 
students have peace of 
mind so that no one 
will feel like they’re 
not alone. It also ben-
efits the school in up-
holding Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972, which pro-
tects students from discrimination 
of any kind on campus. 

Features of “Not Anymore” 
include scenarios, infograph-
ics, and stories coming from 
students who experienced trau-
matic harassment, bullying, 

stalking, domestic violence, verbal 
or physical abuse events. What to 
do when in a situation where taking 
action is of the utmost importance 
is also presented. 

Participat-
ing in the “Not 
Anymore” pro-
gram involves 
being tested 
on information 
given in videos.  

Every video is always followed 
up with a number of true or false 
and multiple choice questions that 
test the participant’s knowledge 
on the subjects at hand. 

Stories that have come from 
real victims of sexual harassment 
and other types of abuse puts you 
in their perspective and illustrate 
why topics like these should be 
taken so seriously.  

The “Not Anymore” program 
awards a certificate of completion 

Not Anymore Program Raises 
Awareness about Harassment and Assault by Courtney Crawford

Staff Writer

On September 14, 2017 the 
Speech, Debate and  Acting Team 
held on informational meeting 
about joining the team during 
club hour in room H 212. 

The meeting was led by Pro-
fessor Webb, Director of the 
NCC Speech, Debate, and Acting 
Team.

To commence Professor Webb 
detailed the nuances of Speech 
and Debate by presenting a hand-
book that outlines tournament be-
havior, general team guidelines, 
style and dress code.

The art of Speech and Debate 
is something that Professor Webb 
will tell you is crafted through ex-
perience; there is a certain degree 
of professionalism team members 
must adhere to in order to uphold 
the legacy of Nassau Commu-
nity College’s Speech and Debate 
team. This degree of professional-
ism and academic integrity can be 
expected as early as a new mem-
bers first tournament.

To help ease interested stu-
dents into the world of Speech 
and Debate, Professor Webb

proposed an NCC 
Retreat Workshop, held 
the week before the first 
tournament on campus. 

This retreat aims to 
dispel any fears, prepare 
old and new members, 
and foster collaboration 
and cooperation be-
tween this year’s team. 
Debate operates much 
like a sport, one which 
requires training and 
mental as well as physi-
cal endurance. 

The  retreat aims 
to prepare students for 
that state of mind so 
that they may more eas-
ily move into their first 
tournament with ease. 

On this subject, Pro-
fessor Webb outlined his 
coaching philosophy: “I 
sometimes believe in 
baptism by fire, but I’m 
incredibly protective of 
my students, I want to make sure 
your experience is as academically 
enriching as possible.” 

New members 
can expect to be well 
trained and taught in

the art of Speech 
and Debate so that 
they may be reason-
ably comfortable at 
their first tournament,

However, they 
can expect to be chal-
lenged should they 
decide the team is 
right for them.

The NCC Retreat 
Workshop is sched-
uled for October 6. 

Any and all inter-
ested students in join-
ing Speech and De-
bate should reach out 
to Professor Webb, 
who can be found in-
his office H 212, as 
soon as possible.

The world of 
Speech, Debate, and 
Acting is a fascinat-

ing one and you can be a part of it,

 with no prior experience re-
quired. All previous team members 
can affirm that the experiences you 
have on this team will be transfor-
mative, evocative, and unreal. 

Make your mark and become 
a part of Nassau Community Col-
lege’s legacy.

  --Sandra Riano

Debate Team Plans Fall Retreat

Scenarios, infographics, and stories intend-
ed to raise awareness about 

stalking, harassment, sexual assault, and 
other issues 

ions correctly. This shows 
their gratitude for those taking 
their time and undivided atten-
tion to gain more knowledge and 
insight into the dangers that ev-
ery student could prevent.
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 Did you know that 2017 marks the 100th years since New York became the 12th 
state to grant women the ability to vote?  As far away as 1917 may seem from today, 
women have only been allowed the ability to take part in our democracy for less than 
42% of the United States’ existence as a country.

 The fight for young adults to vote took even longer than it did for women. Un-
til the passage of the 26th Amendment in 1971, 46 states including New York restricted 
the right to vote to people 21 and older. This restriction was in place, despite 18-20 
year olds being recognized as adults in other areas including military conscription and 
taxation. Despite lacking the ability to vote, students were able to make major change 
in society. College students were the driving force behind the Civil Rights Movement, 
the Free Speech Movement, anti-Vietnam War efforts, and much more.

 Since women have been granted the right to vote, major progress has been 
made on issues that disproportionately impact women such as body autonomy and 
gender-based discrimination. According to the Center for American Women in Politics 
at Rutgers University, women have been a majority of voters in every federal election 
since 1980. The 2016 election saw women cast nearly 10 million more votes than men. 
Action at the polling place has forced and will continue to force politicians to focus on 
women’s issues.

 In contrast, young adults use their voting rights at abysmal rates. In 2016, less 
than 50% of eligible 18-29 year olds voted according to the Center for Information 
and Research on Civic Learning and Engagement across the nation, and numbers even 
lower in New York. 

 Without the threat of being held accountable, politicians continue to ignore 
issues that affect young people the most. Our government lags behind the rest of the 
world in acting against climate change, higher education costs continue to sky rocket, 
and youth unemployment and underemployment are much higher than the rates of the 
general population. The most important way for young people to make change is to use 
your right to vote, and to hold your elected officials accountable.

 This year, Nassau County is holding elections for our County Executive and 
Legislature. These elections not only have the greatest effect on your day-to-day life, 
but they give an organized bloc of young people the greatest ability to make change as 
a group. To do this, students here at NCC need to be registered to vote, and turn out to 
the polls on November 7. NYPIRG, the student activist group on campus, will be hold-
ing non-partisan voter registration and Get Out To Vote drives this year to ensure that 
student voices are heard loud and clear this year.

 Across the state students like myself who work with NYPIRG make sure that 
students are able to have that voice in society. NYPIRG students have stopped tuition 
hikes, fought against discrimination by insurance companies, and forced New York to 
begin constructing offshore wind farms right off of the Long Island coast. Voting is only 
the first step; we need to always fight to keep making society a better place for every-
one.

 Stop by our office at U 305 in the College Union, or at one of our tables across 
campus to get involved with NYPIRG today! 

 Our General Interest Meeting will be on September 28t at 11:30 a.m. in the 
CCB Glass Room. We will be kicking off all of our on-campus campaigns, and if you 
want to get on the ground floor you need to be there.

 The deadline to register for November 7’s elections is October 13.   Don’t be 
left out; register to vote with NYPIRG today.

Kevin Dugan in the Long island Regional Coordinator for the New York Public Interest 
Research Group.  

by Kevin Dugan

Opinions

No Better Time Than Now to Make Your Voice Heard 

Getting Ready to Say Goodbye (and Thank You) to NCC
Like most Nassau 

Community College students, I found myself at commu-
nity college through a series of carefully made choices. 

At the age of 18 I was painfully lost, and not because 
I had no clue what I wanted to do, but because I couldn’t 
possibly eliminate dozens of career paths I thought I 
might be interested in. 

Coming from a competitive high school on the North 
Shore of Long Island, I wasn’t sure what to expect from 
community college, provided that all the stigma associ-
ated with it painted a less than stellar picture. 

Now, nearing the end of my two year sentence, I can 
tell you confidently that community college was one of 
the best decisions I have made in my adult life. 

My own personal self-
discovery is built upon two 
main philosophical guiding 
principles. 

One, from Friedrich Ni-
etzsche who surmises, “He 
who has a why to live for can 
bear almost any how.” 

The second, from Ber-
trand Russell: “The man who 
has no tincture of philosophy goes through life impris-
oned in the prejudices derived from common sense, from 
the habitual beliefs of his age and his nation.” 

Nietzsche reminds me to search for my “why;” find-
ing and clarifying your purpose statement is the only way 
to endure life’s obstacles, because there will be obstacles. 

Russell reminds me that a man imprisoned by his 
prejudices might be wrong, but even if he is right, he is 
apt at missing something significant, essentially: there’s 

more to things than meet the eye. 
So I keep this in mind when I am developing my own 

beliefs and understanding of the world. Nassau shaped 
my guiding principles; it was through intense trial and 
error, research, and the incredible faculty that I have trav-
eled so deep inside of myself, and I am incredibly thank-
ful. 

I would like to acknowledge some of the faculty that 
have helped me on this journey, because educators go far 
beyond just teaching coursework and through lectures I 
have been set free from not knowing. 

Professor Le Veness of English Composition II pro-
vided the grounds for me to write a Chicano Literature 
research paper. I explored bicultural identities and in the 

process learned 
more about my-
self in the con-
text of the Mex-
ican-American 
experience. 

P r o f e s s o r 
Vessels, whom I 
follow on twitter 
but does not fol-

low me back, introduced me to the politically and histori-
cally charged notion of citizenship and nation building. 
This revolutionized the way I saw the world; I don’t write 
this hyperbolically. 

The Intro to Art History class offered at Nassau is 
one of the most useful classes I have taken to date. Not 
a day goes past that I don’t relate what I see in the world 
to what I learned in Art History. My research paper that 
made the connection between John Locke’s Second Trea-

tise on Civil Government and graffiti armed me with a 
deep emotional understanding of elitism and honest work 
in the non-canon art world. 

Professor Zito of Environmental Science adds wis-
dom to his lectures in unspeakable ways. This man pre-
sumes greater understanding. 

Professor Bruckner of Astronomy left me in complete 
and utter awe on the first day of class; I am currently in 
love with the universe. 

Professor Frost of Economics, the funniest man you 
will ever meet, I attribute my national standing in public 
debate in part to his lectures which will challenge every 
notion you have. 

 Lastly, I would like to dedicate this to three very 
special professors whom I consider lifelong mentors and 
best friends. 

Professor Deluty of Philosophy: I am usually pretty 
good at articulating, but words can’t describe what your 
lectures and personal mentorship have done for my own 
personal growth. 

Professor Alonso of Modern Latin America: thank 
you for your insight, understanding, and personal belief 
in my work-- I never thought I could make it this far. 

Professor Webb of Argumentation & Debate: I am 
getting emotional writing this, thank you for unlocking 
the voice I had within me, for believing in my truths and 
convictions, for pushing me to do what I didn’t think I 
could do, for taking a chance on an imperfect woman 
figuring things out. 

 Thank you Nassau, I love you.

Sandra Riano is the Opinions editor of the Vignette. 

by Sandra Riano

Nassau shaped my guiding principles; 
it was through intense trial and error, 

research, and the incredible faculty that I 
have traveled so deep inside of myself . . . 
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From the moment you are one block away from the venue, the atmosphere is clear. Fashion
forwards, upwards, downwards, and sideways. Not to mention when you arrive at the venue there is

class. From the presences of the building I knew I was at the right place. It stuck out from the other
buildings around it. It wasn’t the tallest but the building was made from glass, or a mirroring material

Similar to our campus at NCC I could tell that although I was there for a brief period of time,
there was much to learn and observe. All you had to do was be alert and make sure to ask the right

people the right questions. I was dressed in black and white, so because of my friendly communication

What people never really seem to realize is that fashion isn’t as easy as one may think. Before arriving

sure to have your game on you just may end up at the back of the line. Furthermore there is no wrong
or right way to do “fashion” just be unapologetic yet graceful, open to opinions but not discouraged,

these are life essentials.

After spending about 1 hour on line, at the front of the line I might add. Entering the venue is

women and men of all colors, shapes sizes, and sexual orientation. Although everyone was dressed

then asked to move for someone who was already assigned a seat in the front row! But hey no shame in

cameras and cell phones. Now would be a good time to tell you that I did go to the venue alone so
seating for me wasn’t so terrible. What I found interesting was going into the venue the lights were dark

than a moment of silence, everyone know what time it was. The show was starting and it was like 4
dozen kids at a candy store. The music started playing for about 5 minutes before the models started to
come out. The music was interesting sort of giving a feeling about how the clothes were going to look

like. I did infer from the hollow instruments that the clothing would have a sort of Asian vibe. And since

with the collection I was either not impressed, or it just wasn’t my style. The clothing had a very
asymmetrical vibe, and since I am a Libra I don’t take well too that. Also I noticed a lot of last minute

safety pins and not enough structure in the clothing the colors were not spring summer at all very dark

were all professionals, and occasionally A piece would show that obviously caught everyone’s eyes. This
happen until the last model walked across the runway, only to be followed by the designed and what
appeared to be her favorite model in her favorite piece from the collect. She smiled walked to the end
of the runway and then back hand and hand with the model. That was all. It’s true what they say in this
industry, on day it’s in and the next day it’s out. The show only lasted about thirty minutes. This was my

forward to another opportunity like this one. To expand my vision, improve my status, and to continue
to represent how navy, and orange complement each other so well. Go lions!

by Tania Guerrier
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Banana Republic

Eugenia Kim

leanne 
 marshall
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Editor’s Note: Beginning this fall Nassau Community College will offer a new intercollegiate sport--women’s wrestling. The Vignette’s Christian Velasquez spoke with Paul 
Schmidt, the wrestling coach, about the decision to introduce this new sport.

Q. Tell me a little about yourself.
A- I've been coaching here for about thirty one years.  I was a student athlete here in 1972 when I first attended Nassau. I graduated from Nassau and went to the University of 

Florida on a full scholarship. Then I went to the New York City Fire Department, where I spent 22 years in Manhattan. I was a lieutenant for ladder company 9. . . .I became the as-
sistant wrestling coach [at NCC] in 1986 and became the head wrestling coach in 1996. I started the Fire Science program and the Emergency Management program in Nassau from 
scratch. I also developed the courses for the degree program. 

Q. Why did you decide to make the first female wrestling program in Nassau Community College?
A. I went to the National Wrestling Coaches Association Leadership Academy and I accidentally sat in the women’s wrestling meeting. I couldn’t leave quietly so I decided to 

stay because the Marine Corp came by and did their presentation because the Marines are sponsoring women’s wrestling. The U.S.A is the only country that doesn't have women on 
the front lines in Iraq and Afghanistan. So I went to this year's convention and I started to see it grow. The amount of women from one year to the next that came to the convention 
for the leadership academy was impressive. I decided that it was time to have a women's wrestling team in Nassau. 

So I came back and talked to the Nassau Community College athletics director Kerri Ann McTiernan and we both said let's do it. We have everything in place because we have a 
world champion as an assistant coach who is also a bronze medal winner in the olympics. Women’s wrestling is freestyle wrestling, which is a little different than collegiate wrestling. 
It is a different scoring; it is more on your feet. Freestyle wrestling is not about control as much as it is about exposing your back. With the whole structure in place and Professor 
Orounjov’s capabilities of teaching women how to wrestle, we feel that we can develop a program that is second to none right away.  This is a great opportunity for Nassau; we are 
going to be the leaders. The more I walk around, the more I hear everybody is so excited about the women’s wrestling team on campus and nationally. We have a few girls that are 
signed up and I know that this year may be a little difficult fielding a team, but I think by next year I anticipate having  twenty five to thirty girls on the team.

 Over the summer we had a U.S.A. Women's Wrestling Camp, which was attended by girls throughout the nation and there were over one hundred girls that came to the camp so 
we are making a mark for ourselves at Nassau Community College. We have a fantastic wrestling program men wise and we anticipate to be even more successful on the women’s 
end down the road. We are hoping for the first female Nassau olympian to come out of Nassau Community College. 

Q. How did it feel to have been invited to attend the leadership academy? 
A. Getting invited to be a mentor at the leadership academy was an honor. It was an honor to be recognized and give Nassau Community College the exposure to have somebody 

represent the college in that capacity. 
Q. How did it feel to have been inducted to the National Wrestling Hall of Fame in 2015? 
A. Of course it was very very exciting and it was a great honor. I started wrestling when I was in twelfth grade when the coach of my high school said that I should try wrestling. 

Nassau Community College has been very very good to me. It changed my life because it gave me the opportunity when I was thinking of not going to college but because of the 
wrestling program here and as a student athlete it changed my life. It gave me the opportunity to get a full scholarship to the university of Florida, to become an assistant coach, a 
head coach and to then become inducted into the hall of fame. 

Q. If a female were to want to join the wrestling team how would she go about doing it?
A. Well, we had a meeting already just like the men. What we have in place right now on the men's side is reputation.  I know we are not known as a women's program yet because 

we have not really had a match yet. Any young lady that's at the college right now can get in contact with me, or get in contact with the head coach Sam Thomas and assistant coach 
Vougar Oroudjov.  Sam Thomas is going to be taking over the responsibilities of the women's program since I am going to be director of the wrestling programs. With Coach Thomas 
and Coach Vougar running the women's team, I expect we are going to be one of the powerhouses in years to come.

Women Wrestlers Prepare to Show off Their Skills at NCC


