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Applaud the Class 
of 2012 as graduation is 
already here! 

A total of 600 hundred 
students are invited to at-
tend the commencement 
ceremony to be held 
at 7 p.m. Friday, May 
18, in the gymnasium. 

A n  a c a d e m i c 
award ceremony will 
be held on Thursday 
night.

This is the first 
time students who gradu-
ated in August and  De-
cember are allowed to 
take part in the gradua-
tion ceremony. 

 “We hope f or  a 
big turnout,” Darcelle 
Winchell, commence-
ment coordinator, said, 
adding there is no limi-
tations to the number 

of people a graduate 
can invite.” If there is an  
overflow crowd ,the cer-
emony we’ll be televised 
in the theater. Tickets are 
not needed to attend.

Speaking f or  the 
crowd is Madina Alam   
a general studies ma-
jor who is transferring 
to   SUNY Stony Brook to 
study psychology 

 Marc  But ler  As-
s e m bly m e n ,  1 1 7 t h 
district,will deliver the 
keynote address.

There have been 
many changes going on 
around campus this past 
year. Many of you have 
probably noticed the 
construction going on at 
Campus View.

In the next year, 
there will be more 
construction around 
campus. The school 
plans to remodel the 
cafeteria. As well as 
transform the pool area 
into “Raider’s Cove.”

The reason for 
all this remodeling? 
President Swanger 
wants to make the 
college less institutional 
and create a more 
modern environment. 

He also hopes that 
this will make student 
more prone to become 
involved with student 
activities rather than 
just coming to classes. 
This is a problem many 
community colleges 
face.

In the last few 
weeks there have been 
many improvements 
on Campus View. You 
can see the foundation 
and the two resident 
wings and connecting 
hub being assembled. 

The apartments were 
previously made in 
Pennsylvania and were 
sent to be completed. 
The target date to finish 
the construction on 
Campus View is August 
26. 

Besides the big 
construction project 
there have been other 
improvements and 
additions on campus 
this past year. Clubs 
joined up with Liberty 
to create a Community 
Garden. During Civility 
Week there was a 
“cleanup” day which 
included helping with 
garden. 

There is also a 
Sculpture garden being 
assembled. The college 
keeps adding different 
pieces throughout 
a walking path for 
students. Elec Tech 
and the Art Guild are 
currently working on 
a sculpture to add to 
the artwork. Its going 
to be a metal sculpture 
with solar panels. They 
recently received the 
design. 

SGA placed 
Hydration Stations 
around campus in the 

past year. The stations 
came from efforts to 
make the campus more 
“green.” 

The Thursday 
following graduation, 
May 24, the Board of 
Trustees will decide 
what company will 
begin construction on 
the cafeteria. 

They plan to 
open the walls of the  
cafeteria and create 
different seating areas 
throughout the room. 
Food will be served at 
five different serving 
stations around the 
cafeteria. 

The Mohawk 
Room at the back of 
the cafeteria will be 
incorporated into the 
cafeteria as one. 

Bids will open 
for Raider’s Cove in 
mid-late summer and 
construction will begin 
in the fall of 2012. 
Students can expect 
to see the opening of 
Raider’s Cove in the 
Spring Semester of 
2013. Swanger hopes to 
create social places for 
students gather. He also 
said the community has 

changed, students are 
coming to FM by choice. 
As the community 
has changed he feels 
that college must also 
evolve. 

“When you change 
the environment, you 
change the behavior,” 
said Swanger. Over 
the past years “the pit” 
has been transformed 
from an area that 
needed patrolling to an 
interesting gathering 
place for students. 

Besides physical 
changes, the college 
also believes they 
have a civic duty to 
undertake. 

To help move society 
forward and prepare 
students. Swanger 
talked about a time 
when human kind were 
generally nicer to each 
other, and he hopes 
students can help make 
a better society in the 
future. 

The college’s 
strategic plan now 
incorporates diversity, 
civility, and leadership 
into their future goals 
and teaching students 
core skills. In the next 
years you can plan on 

the college focusing 
on the curriculum and 
making changes to 
the general education 
program. There is a 
committee forming 
to add classes that 
teach “life skills,” a 
1st year experience, 
teach students how to 
be on time and how 
to communicate in the 
world. 

The college feels 
by undertaking the 
responsibility of 
teaching students 
societal skills it will 
benefit the student, 
especially when its time 
to graduate, and will 
also benefit the larger 
society. The college 
wants to stretch this out 
to local communities 
and create a strong link.

 FM wants to share 
the knowledge provided 
by faculty and wants to 
the communities to take 
advantage of this.

 The school has 
already partnered 
with Liberty, and are 
hoping to have guests 
speakers go out into the 
community. 

by Morgan Frisch

Review of the Year and Looking Foward
President Swanger discusses Campus 
Construction Civility, Diversity, & Leadership

By Crystal Baumes

Nearly 600 students to graduate, 
move on to new futures

Madina Alam

Madina Alam of John-
stown has been chosen 
to speak for 
the Class of 
2012 at Ful-
t o n - M o n t -
g o m e r y 
Community 
C o l l e g e ’s 
Commence-
ment exer-
cises.

G r a d u -
a t i o n  w i l l 
be held at 7 
p.m. Friday, 
May 18, in the Raider’s 
Den.

Alam has earned as 
Association of Art’s de-
gree in General Studies. 
She will study psychol-
ogy at SUNY Stony Brook.

The graduate is a 
member of Phi Theta 

Alam selected to speak for 
graduating Class of 2012

Kappa, the national two-
year school academic 

honorary so-
ciety, was an 
Honors stu-
dent and a 
member of 
the college’s 
Community 
O u t r e a c h 
Club. 

She is a 
2010 gradu-
ate of John-
stown High 
School.

Alam is the daugh-
ter of Samsul Alam of 
Johnstown and Stephanie 
Alam of Amsterdam. Her 
parents are graduates 
of FM. Her mother was 
commencement speaker 
in 1994.

T he Chancel lor ’s 
Award for Excellence will 
be presented by Presi-
dent Dustin Swanger af-
ter which Dr. Gregory  
Trunkenmiller will pres-

ent the candidates 
with degrees and 
certificates.

Nursing and Ra-
diologic Technology 
graduates will also 
receive their school 
pin.

Student participating 
in the graduation should 
report to the main lobby 
of the Classroom Build-
ing with cap, and gown 
no later than 6 p.m. 

A reception for the 
graduates and families 
will be held immediately 
after the ceremony in the 
College Union. 

2012 Graduation
7 p.m. Friday, May 18

Raiders Den
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ABLE – Abilities Be-
yond L imi ta t ions 
Through Education 

Made and sold necklaces 
and bracelets. All proceeds 
were used for mittens and a 
donation to Warm the Children. 
The club also brought the local 
band “Flame” to campus.  

ART GUILD  
Donated $57 to the orga-

nization Storm Aid to assist 
August 2011 flood victims. The 
club is currently restoring a 
vintage sign for the Broadalbin 
VFW post. The Guild is again 
sponsoring the 2012 Annual 
Spring FMCC Student Art Exhi-
bition and providing the $500 in 
awards money.

AWARE 
Did a bake sale and raised 

$66 for SOLUTIONS, a local 
agency that helps unwed moth-
ers. Raised $240 and brought 
flowers for Mother’s Day to a lo-
cal Nursing home.  Raised $106  
at a bake sale and donated it all 
to Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. 
The club sponsored a Wellness 
Day at the college inviting local 
professionals in the health care 
and wellness fields (Planned 
Parenthood, Domestic violence, 
contemplative gardening, yoga, 
mind & body health) to be pre-
senters. And, the club held a 
food drive on campus and do-
nated canned goods to a needy 
family from campus.

BOOK CLUB 
Donated books to the col-

lege library. 

BUSINESS STUDENTS 
ASSOCIATION 

Bake sale raised $213 that 
was all donated to the Walter 
Elwood Museum for flood dam-
age.  The club spent $1,250 on 
it’s annual Christmas Project and 
gave several local family pres-
ents and food for the holiday. 
Donated $50 to Warm the Chil-
dren and gave Thanksgiving 
food baskets to three families. 
The club held a bake sale for 
benefit of young boy with seri-
ous illness. The group used Bake 
sale proceeds for benefit of 
Liberty Garden. Club members 
donated time in the fall working 
on Liberty Garden, and donated 
$100 Kohl’s gift card for raffle at 
Ready To Work Week.

CHEMISTRY CLUB
Raised $300 at a bake sale 

and donated $100 Wal-Mart gift 
cards to three student families 
in need. (Anonymously recom-
mended through student ser-
vices.) 

COMMUNICATIONS 
CLUB 

Donated $50 as a Prize for 
The Follies whose proceeds all 
go to United Way. Free ad space 
is given to Literacy Volunteers of 
Fulton or Montgomery Counties 
in each issue of the Gateway, the 
student newspaper.

COMMUNITY OUT-
REACH CLUB 

Fulton County Infirmary 
(Nursing Home) visit, where 
students assisted nursing home 
residents in playing Bingo; stu-
dent donated the Bingo prizes

The Salvation Army Soup 
Kitchen, Gloversville – every 
Monday since the beginning of 
March four student volunteers 
served evenings.

A total of $50 dollars was do-
nated to the Locks of Love event.

Family Fun Day at Park 
Terrace Elementary School – 
students helped elementary 
school children “Stuff-a-Buddy” 
(stuffed animals donated by 
SAB) and helped with other ac-
tivities (i.e. face-painting)

CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
CLUB 

Had a raffle and raised $56 
to donate to MMAD local cancer 
benefit. 

ECCHO 
Early Childhood Helping 

Others Donated to a family in 
need at Christmas time. Do-
nated the prize for the Locks 
of Love event on campus.  EC-
CHO also helps single parents 
with “Mommy Bags” during the 
holidays.  This project gathers 
personal and toiletry items and 
distributes them to single Moth-
ers on campus.

ELEC TECH CLUB
 Helps to clean up the 

highway in front of the college. 
Through raffle fund raisers, it 
improved the landscape around 
the FM Day-care with $200 
worth of flowers and shrubs, 
bought pumpkins for the Day-
care, donated $685 for parts 
involved in a solar light tower 
project with the college. Do-
nated $50 for the MMAD local 
cancer benefit. Bought candy to 
throw out while participating in 
the Johnstown Holiday Parade in 
their clean suits! 

 

FILM CLUB 
Held two Film Festivals - De-

cember and May, inviting the 
community to participate. 

FOGGY MOUNTAIN 
PLAYERS 

Donated $100 as a prize for 
the Follies. 

PHI THETA KAPPA 
Donated $28 from the Better 

Books Recycle Fund raiser to 
MMAD local cancer benefit.  Do-
nated $100 prize for the Follies. 

GLOW ALLIANCE 
Donated $200 to Red Ribbon 

Partnership and $88 to the Fam-
ily Counseling Center to benefit 
domestic violence programs 
and victims with proceeds from 
bake sales. 

GRAPHIC ARTS 
Had food drives and a Toys 

for Tots drive. Outside the cam-
pus we delivered food in March 
from our Fall food drive to Cath-
olic Charities. For FM groups, 
the club did the following:

Photo display in the class-
room building. Juried art show 
poster,  Domestic Violence 
posters, Vagina Monologues 
programs and posters, and  for 
the Sustainability committee 
laminated “turn off the lights” 
signs

HANDS FOR ANI-
MALS

Sold dog biscuits and cat 
beds and gave a donation to the 
Montgomery County ASPCA.

MEDICAL IMMAG-
ING ASSOCIATION

 Hosted an Alzheimer’s Event 
on campus. Raised $500 for 
Flood Victim Relief.  Used $300 
for a Christmas Family Project. 
MISA funds scholarship to a 
graduate. Donation made to 
YMCA Gloversville. Support 
Pink Strands breast cancer 
awareness

PEER TUTORS
Raised $626 by The Follies 

and split that amount between 
Fulton and Montgomery County 
United Ways. Donated $100 for 
a prize in the Follies. Did a fund 
raiser to re-supply the day care 
with crayons, bubbles and other 
items. 

SOCIETY FOR THE 
STUDY OF MODERN 
VISUAL CULTURE 

Donated $144 to the Make-
a-Wish Foundation. 

STUDENT ACTIVI-
TIES BOARD

Donated $130 to the Trevor 
Project, $908 to Catholic Chari-
ties of Fulton & Montgomery 
Counties, $195 to Family Coun-
seling Center. 

STUDENT GOVERN-
MENT ASSOCIATION

Raised $391 from raffles and 
donated it to Capital District 
Cancer Resource Foundation. 
Started a scholarship through 
The Foundation for five $100 
awards for active students.  

STUDENT NURSES 
ASSOCIATION

Conducted a food drive for 
the Salvation Army for both Ful-
ton and Montgomery counties 
and a clothing drive donated 
to Fulmont Community Action 
Center this past Fall semester. 
This spring the club went to 
SUNY IT, Utica, to promote FM’s 
nursing program. Members par-
ticipated in the March of Dimes 
march for babies in Amsterdam. 
They also purchased several 
items for the FM Nursing lab. 
Donated $1,500 to The Foun-
dation for an SNA Graduation 
Award.

STUDENTS OF THE 
WORLD

Did nail art and sold Ham-
mocks to raise $665 for Japan 
Disaster Relief and $80 for WGY 
Christmas Wish. Co-sponsored 
new international students 
and their families with Word of 
Grace. 

WORD OF GRACE
Sent shoeboxes full of good-

ies out in Operation Christmas 
Child. Co-sponsor for new inter-
national students and their fami-
lies with Students of the World. 

Members of FM's Phi Theta 
Kappa (PTK) chapter attended 
the 94th annual International 
PTK Convention in Nashville, TN.

Brianna Young and Tomas 
Krilovs, were recognized for 
their efforts and service to 
the New York State Regional 
Team by being named a “Distin-
guished Regional Officer Team.”  

 PTK's commitment to ser-
vice and scholarship this semes-
ter includes:

A Red Cross Blood Drive co-
sponsored with GLOW, 

Annual Academic Award 
Ceremony will be held at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, May 17, in the Theater.

With more than 4,000 PTK 
members representing 587 
community colleges from all 
over the world attended the 
event.

Community Service is part of campus 
club commitment to being good citizens

Young, Krilovs 
recognized by 
national PTK 
academic 
honor society



Congratulations to SUNY 
Chancellor Award Recipients 
Marie Thomas and Hei-Lamm 
(Harry) Fong from FM.

The Chancellor is the head 
of New York State and the award 

is given out as recognition of 
student excellence. The Chan-
cellor’s award is given out to two 
students each school year. 

To receive this award, stu-
dents have to have an average of 
3.2 or higher, made some form 
of contribution to the school 
and/or community throughout 
the school year, and must be 
nominated by teachers or stu-
dents. 

Once students are nominat-
ed, paper work on the students 
is sent out for review and eligi-
bility for the student.

The FMCC Graphic Arts & 
Photography club ended its 
food drive in conjunction with 
the FMCC Art Guild with a deliv-
ery of over 200 pounds of food.

The two clubs worked to-
gether to provide food to local 
and regional food pantries in 
response to the recent floods 
in Montgomery and Schoharie 

counties. 
The clubs began their com-

munity project back in October 
2011. Students raised funds 
through bake sales, personal 
food donations and monetary 
contributions by FMCC em-
ployees. 

In December 2011, the 
FMCC Art Guild delivered their 
food donations to Stormaid Inc. 
to assist flood victims of the 
Schoharie, Montgomery & Sche-
nectady Counties.

On Wednesday March 14, 
2012 the Graphic Arts and Pho-
tography Club delivered over 
200 pounds of food that was 
donated by the club to Catholic 

When Thomas was asked 
what winning the Chancel-
lor’s award meant to her. She 
said, “Winning the Chancellor’s 
award was a huge honor and a 
pivotal moment.” 

Thomas also expressed how 
grateful she is to win the award 
and how memorable it’s going to 
be to her. Fong  has transferred 
and is no longer at FM.

Thomas and Fong were cho-
sen as winners for this award out 
of 257 other people. 

Along with winning this out-
standing award, both students 
have achieved and demonstrat-
ed a great deal of excellence 
while attending FM.

Charities of Amsterdam.
Heather Derye of Fulton and 

Montgomery County Catholic 
Charities explained the role 
of Catholic Charities and the 
number of families the organi-
zation impacts throughout the 
year. Derye noted that Catholic 
Charities serves approximately 
250 families per month. 

The general categories of 
recipient families include work-
ing families, single moms and 
elderly members of the com-
munity. Each family is given 9 
meals, which is a 3-day supply 
of food. Derye also noted that 
the holidays, as well as summer, 
is a time where food is needed.

School aged children are 
home for summer vacation 
where no school lunch is pro-
vided. Therefore households 
do spend more income to feed 
their children. Summer dona-
tions are also welcome. Catho-
lic Charities is also looking for 
volunteers and interns for their 
summer youth program.

FMCC Graphic Arts & Pho-
tography Club President David 
Blaze commented on the dona-
tion. Blaze is a Graphic Com-
munications Sales & Marking 
Major at FMCC; he was laid off 
from his job at Radio Shack and 
will be graduating this May. “I 
have had to use the services of 
food banks myself during these 
tough times. It is good to have 
a support network when you 
need it”

For more information of 
Catholic Charities and Schoha-
rie County Food Bank Contact: 
Heather Derye Catholic Chari-
ties, 1 Kimball Street Amster-
dam, New York 842-4202. www.

Loc Tan Van has been named 
to the First Team New York State 
for PTK’s Community College 
Academic Team.

 Van is an international stu-
dent from Vietnam. He is a 
sophomore at FM. 

PTK is the largest interna-
tional honor society for two-year 
colleges and academic pro-
grams, particularly community 
colleges. 

Van was inducted into PTK in 
Spring 2011. His major is busi-
ness administration. He is an 
active student on campus. Van 
is a peer tutor in the Math and 
Writing Labs. 

He plans to transfer to Uni-
versity at Albany to study con-
tinue business and finance. Also, 
he plan to get a master degree.

Before he came to FMCC, he 
was a junior in a Michigan high 
school, he said.

About FM, Loc said, “It is 

a great school and it offers a 
dual-program for a high school 
student like me, that’s why I 
chose FMCC. 

“And, FMCC is a great school 
where I can receive a good edu-
cation, learn many new things, 
and make new friends. I will 
never forget the FMCC. Also, 
FMCC students, faculty and staff 
are very friendly and kind.”

Loc said, “My father is a busi-
ness professional and I’d like to 
follow in his footsteps. I plan to 
become a successful financial 
advisor for a large financial in-
stitution in New York City.”

He stated, “I think the big-
gest advantage of being an 
international student is getting 
to learn English skills and learn 
how to live on your own. 

“As I already said, before I 
came here, I was a junior, first 
time I did not face many chal-
lenges about the language. 

However, I was not used to the 
environmental difference.

Concerning Vietnam, he 
said, “I will try not to be home-
sick too much. I could go out, 
make new friends, improve 
my English skills and get good 
grade.”

“I often go out to eat and 
hang out with my friends. Some-
times, I also go bowling and go 
to the cinema.”

Loc has a philosophy, “Don’t 
let difficulties overcome you, 
Let’s overcome them instead.”

Two FM Students 
win Chancellor Awards
By Dorian Martinez

Loc Tan Van is named 
to state PTK Academic 
First Team
By Brandon Bang

PTK is honor society with 
more than 2.5 million members 
and 1,275 chapters located 
in all 50 of the United States, 
United Kingdom, Canada, and 
Germany.

Brenda Darling’s quote in 
the April Gateway should have 
read that she does not under-
stand why more students are 
not involved on campus and 
how beneficial it is to become 
involved.

Correction
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Club collects food, delivers 
to food pantries to  aid flood 
victims
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The HFM BOCES Cos-
metology Department (stu-
dents and instructors), and 
FM’s Community Outreach 
Club sponsored this year’s 
Locks of Love event. 

Cosmetology students 
provided their services free 
of charge. Collected were  8 
usable (10”) ponytails from 
students and community 
residents.  

A total of $640 (a record) 
was raised , a spokesperson 
said.  All proceeds are sent 
to Locks of Love. 

Dancing 
the night away 
at FMCC’s 
Latin Fest

Cosmetology Student cuts hair at FM’s Locks 
of Love Event

Locks Of Love Event Broke 
Records

Montgomery County Domestic Violence and Crime Victims Services and the Criminal Justice 
Program Tree Dedication Ceremony.  The tree honors all victims of crime. The ceremony was 
held in recognition of National Crime Victim’s Rights Week.The Dedication was near the Gar-
dens & Faculty Parking Lot.

Winners of the FMCC Student art show that was held on Friday April 27th are: (Group 
Photo L-R) President Dustin Swanger, Nicolina Schonfarber, Steven Balogh (Art Guild 
President), Heather Kowalczyk, Thomas Tambasco, Jahna Church, Mercy Weiss Director 
of the Perrella Gallery Joel Chapin Missing from photo: Linda Emdem and Stephanie Holt 
Photo Credit - David Blaze

NEWS

FM 
Latin 
Fest

The Gateway
The student newspaper of FMCC 

is the college’s only comprehensive 
source for news for the students. 

“By the students, For the Students”
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A talent show and the relay 
for life cancer benefit are just 
two activities the newly formed 
Music Club has been involved 
in this year. 

The music club ran by Jeff 
Reed, president and Chris Ren-

da, vice president has already 
attracted around 25 members. 
All of which bring their own 
instruments to play. The music 
taste of the club is very diverse 
and there is always room to 
jump on someone else’s instru-
ment and learn, Renda said. 

The Music Club successfully 
performed at, and put on the 
talent show which not only at-
tracted 130 people but served 

as a great fund raiser. 
They plan on performing at 

the Relay for Life Cancer Benefit 
June 15th, at Amsterdam high 
school. 

“It’s full of fun, easygoing, 
and good people,” said Saman-

tha Cooper club member. 
The music club meets on 

Monday’s during common hour 
in room L 009. They also re-
hearse on Thursday evenings 
in the theater and will continue 
to do so throughout the summer.

Vice president Chris Renda 
said, “We are always looking 
for new members, and want to 
be the biggest, strongest club 
at FM. 

Music Club 
Displays Talent
By Morgan Frisch

Over 100 Students, gather together to form a human peace sign during Civility 
Week at FM

Photo Credit: David Blaze

The cast of The Spelling Bee play at FM
Photo Credit - David Blaze

Third Place Winners of Talent Show : Beki Silva and  Lawrence Clarke   

Second Place 
Talent Show 

Winner 
Sam Ellithorpe

Photo by 
David Blaze

First 
Place 

Winner 
of FM 
Music 

Club 
Talent 
Show, 

Lissette 
Hein-
richs 

Photo 
Credit 

- David 
Blaze
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. . .OK, and what about 
birth control?

. . . I use LITTAUER. 
They are up on the latest, 

they are support i ve, 
accept FM’s insurance 
and, most important ly, 
they are conf ident ial .

Meeting all your healthcare needs,
conveniently and confidentially.

L I T T A U E R

Complete healthcare information for EVERYONE at www.nlh.org
Call — 773-5729 — the Women’s Health Line

Couldn’t make WTF! 
Well, heres the inside scoop. 
Michael Schmatz and Michael 
Kreuzer recently presented 
the lecture in the theatre. Both 
have at least ten years in the 
Business Field.  

The lecture taught you 
three main strategies to set 
yourself up for financial 
success. The key points were 
to budget, invest and to start 
saving and preparing for your 
retirement. 

There are a number of 
things you can do to help you. 
For starters you can set up a 
solid spending and saving 
foundation for yourself. Make 
long and short term goals, for 
yourself, and stick to them. 
Your short term goals can 
build on to each other and aim 
toward one of your long term 
goals. Significant others should 
be included when talking 
about finances. 

You should also understand 
the importance of credit, and 
the difference between good 
and bad debt. 

Retirement and savings are 
things you should think about 
early. Be sure to safeguard 
your health and earnings. 
Also, you should be aware 
of work programs that help 
you save. These programs 
should be taken advantage of 
when entering the work force. 
Another thing to do early on 
is invest for growth and to 
manage risk. 

Some challenges college 
students will face are student 
loans and credit cards. Make 
sure to prioritize your goals. 
As well as recognize your 
financial realities and save 
as much as you can, rather 
then spend money. You should 
also be aware of inflation 
and consider this into your 
planning. 

You should have a plan. 
Be aware of your day to day 
expenses and cash flow. 
Consider health care and 
insurance into your finances 
and understand their benefits. 
Make sure to set up an 
emergency fund. When paying 
down debt - prioritize high 
interests debts. These debts 
can be crippling to your 
future.  

There are different 
decisions you’ll have to make 
when setting up your financial 
success. Like deciding if or 
when you should buy or rent 
a home. Some factors to think 
about include the flexibility 
you have when renting, and 
realize owning your own 
home comes with a lot more 
responsibilities. 

However when you own a 
house you can get tax breaks 
and tax free capital gain. 
Mortgages can come with 
different rates. Such as fixed 
rates and adjustable rates. 
You should be aware of these 
differences and understand 
them. There are resources from 

the government that you can 
get to online. 

A resource you can use 
while renting is excel, to set 
up a budget. You should also 
invest your money elsewhere 
while you rent. 

Make sure to asset your 
allocations. Have a strategy! 
Buy low and sell high. Have 
goals and set up a timetable 
for yourself. Balance your 
bonds, stocks and cash. Also 
understand the difference 
between bonds and stocks 
and the importance of 
diversification. 

The sooner you start saving 
the more potential you have to 
be successful. One year can 
make a huge difference in your 
savings. Let your goals drive 
the bus. -Michael Schmatz.

Key WTF! Details
-tips on how to plan and create successful 
financial future for yourself

By; Crystal Baumes

The state added $150 per 
student in funding for com-
munity colleges in the $132.5 
billion state budget, the first 
increase since 2007. 

In the past few years the 
state aid has decreased by 
about $500 a student. 

While the increase in aid is 
helpful in managing costs, the 
college does not know if they 
will have still have to increase 
tuition. 

FMCC President Dustin 
Swanger said, “I would say 
we’re very pleased with it,” 
and that “we were so excited 
that the governor didn’t cut us 
more.”

The college is the process 
of budgeting for next year and 
it makes it a lot easier because 
the state budget was passed 
on time and they know how 
much the college will get in 
aid. 

Tuition covers 40 percent of 
the FM’s budget, with state aid 
accounting for 31percent. 

Another major funding 
source is county sponsorship. 

Community colleges’ trust-
ees set tuition rates; last year 
trustees increased in-state 
full-time student tuition rates 
by $100 

Increase 
in State 
Aid for FM
By Crystal Baumes

The S.A.W. is a place to 
meet with other students to 
share and workshop creative 
works: written pieces, photog-
raphy or artwork.

Written works can be poet-
ry, short stories, or non-fiction 
works. Art in any medium. 

S.A.W. is looking at venues 
for self-publishing member 
works to share pieces with 
student peers.

The Society meets Mon-
days at common hour (12:00-
1:) in room C-203. 

For further information 
please see Lena Andersson or 
Michael Youngs. 

Meetings will resume at the 
beginning of the fall semester.

Dark angel you stand before 
me

In judgment of old testimonies 
and sin

The life of a dishonest heart 
before hand

Fallen feathers of onyx and 
snow

Malevolent features speak of 
unseen

Blinded and renounced from 
the light

Once brightened with smiles 
from days olden

Lost in this unspeakable yearn-
ing 

Cast within from allegories of 
ancient lore 

Blinded with the façade of 
serenity

To the night of your search 
Where you stood before thee 

Reminisce in the titans power
Held within ghostly hands
Unbound to the holy relics

With book of life in one hand 

Once a name was crafted
Flowers thrown over your 

grave 
Tainted pain has corrupted 

your name
Mislabeled and turned towards 

deceit 
    

Walk among those of men 
With weeping sorrow from 

olden light
Dreadful fear of your own indi-

ces 
Ungoverned by the rules of 

gods 

Forgotten to the ashes scat-
tered

You died for those you loved 
Yet still in spite of sacrifice 

Legacy without redemption’s 
song

From afar you watch
Soldiers on the fields dying 

With eyes to a burning horizon
You shall mourn them

You gave your life ages prior
Now live to play the guardians 

requiem
Though with faded wings 

Unquenchable are the trails 
still  

S.A.W.

Guardian’s Fall
By Aaron Fishman, SAW
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Summer flings are an an-
nual tradition afflicted on many 
single people looking for some 
companionship for those sum-
mer nights.  

Whether the influx in passion 
is due to rising temperatures, 
rising hemlines or lack of class-
es, the most important aspect of 
summer dating, is to get to know 
each other better. 

Flings can be unhealthy and 
emotionally dangerous. One half 
may feel that the physical com-
ponent means a commitment but 
the other may feel differently. 
This could lead to someone get-
ting hurt and the relationship 
crumble. On the other hand, if 
you can have a fling and be left 
with nostalgia (and no STD’s), it 
could make for a lovely memory.

If you are willing to take a 
chance on finding a summer 
fling, you don’t have to wait for 
one to come along. There are 
things that you can do to speed 
up the process and snag yourself 
a hot romance asap.

Try and ditch your usual 
group of friends. If you are con-
stantly stuck in the same social 
circle, chances are you’ve al-
ready met and got to know all 
of the available male friends-
of-friends.  

Branch out and go different 
places with one of your girl-
friends. Head to another town 
to do your man-hunting. Sepa-
rating yourself from the pack 
also ensures you from dating a 
guy that one of your friends has 
already “flung around with”.  

If you’re at a party make sure 
that you are not all over every 
guy. Being a ferocious flirter 
can cause you to look insincere 
or even desperate. But you also 
don’t want to stay hooked on just 
one guy. 

It may hurt your chances of 
hitting it off with another po-
tential guy. Just be very aware 
of your surroundings and don’t 
make it too obvious that your 
searching for a man.

Being a woman, I know that I 
love to talk, and talk a lot.  And 

boy do we know that some 
women can blabber to anyone 
about practically anything.  But 
if you’re looking to catch a guys 
attention within one conversa-
tion, the last thing that he wants 
to hear about is where you 
bought your outfit from or why 
you and your BFF are fighting.  

As one of my male friends 
likes to say, “Women tend to talk 
about crap that men don’t give a 
shit about.”  Keep it simple and 
casual.  You don’t want the guy 
to think you’re sizing him up 
for a relationship. (Even if you 
totally are.)

Being that summer is only a 
few months long, who has the 
time to play the waiting game. In 
other words, waiting to see who 
will make the first move and ask 
the other one out, should not be 
part of a summer fling.   

If you’re talking to a potential 
catch and want to make sure 
he doesn’t get away, then put 
yourself out there in a fun way.  
Tell him you think he's fun and 
that you can’t wait for him to take 
you to dinner.  If he’s interested 
he will appreciate your honesty. 
If he doesn't take the bait, then 
be glad you didn't waste your 
whole summer trying to hook 
him.  

Make him crave you. Make 
yourself a set of rules with this 
brand-new guy, only social-
ize with him in person, not via 
technology.  Ditch the texting, 
calling, or facebooking.  

The more face time you have 
with someone, the more emo-
tional currency you both have in 
this new relationship.  By getting 
away from all that technology, 
it gives him the chance to actu-
ally miss you; you don't want to 
constantly be available to him.   

With that being said, get out 
there and start socializing out-
side of your entourage.  Head to 
a beach in hopes of finding your 
summer man. Maybe you’ll even 
end up like Danny and Sandy 
and coincidentally run into each 
other after you ended your sum-
mer fling.  

Gateway’s SextionTH
E

“Summer heat, boy and girl meet”
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Literacy Tutors Touch Lives
Help Another on the 
Journey to Literacy 

Call Today

By Brittany Lennon

Lady Raiders 
Work Toward Regionals
By Vinnie Depalma

The 2012 Fulton-
Montgomery Community 
College Lady Raiders Softball 
team is having its best season 
since 2005 with a record of 12-
10.  

Coach Dan Towne said 
earlier this season he had 
hopes of winning eight 

games with his squad this 
year.  As May begins his team 
has its focus on reaching 
the National Junior College 
Athletic Association Region III 
tournament.  

Towne attributes great 
pitching and timely hitting as 
keys of success for the Lady 
Raiders this season.

Pitcher, Amy Rekse 
(Amsterdam) has won seven 
games and lost three.  

She is currently ranked 
seventh in Region III for 
amount of strikeouts.  Towne 
said, “With the arrival of Amy 
this season it has taken some 
pressure off Stephanie Paige.” 

 Paige is having a solid 
season and has a record of 4-3.

Outstanding efforts 
offensively have also been a 
major part of the success for 
FMCC this season.  

Towne pointed out that 
Maggie Mulligan (Amsterdam), 
Sam Manoogian (Mayfield) 
and Sam Lysiak (Broadalbin-
Perth) are all playing key roles 
in the offensive production.  

Towne also spoke highly 
of the left side of his infield, 
crediting Manoogian 

(shortstop) and third baseman 
Kat Bant (Johnstown) for their 
outstanding defensive play. 

He added that all of his 
players have worked hard all 
season and it has been a “total 
team effort.”

The NJCAA regionals begin 
May 8 and Towne is optimistic 
his squad will reach them.  

The top eight seeds in 
the region will play for the 
championship, and the Lady 
Raiders are currently holding 
on to the last seed (eighth).  

If the Lady Raiders fall short 
Towne is happy with the way 
this season has gone and said, 
“It’s nice to be competitive this 
season, compared to last.” 

 There are six very 
important games left on the 
schedule and Towne believes 
going 3-3 may be enough 
qualify for Regional action. 

Stephanie Paige fires from the mound of the Lady Raiders home field.  The Lady 
Raiders are enjoying their best season since 2005.

Rodney Schuyler has won 
the $1,500 first prize in the 
Garfinkel Essay Contest of the 
Historical Society of the Courts 
of the State of New York.

The entries were essays on 
a specific topic of New York’s 
legal history. Students from 
SUNY and CUNY campuses 
across the state participated in 
the 2012 contest titled: The Blue 

Schuyler wins first in state essay 
and the Gray: New York During 
the Civil War.

Schuyler’s essay was titled: 
Slave. Contraband. Soldier. 
Citizen.

His mentor for the contest 
was FM history instructor Theo-
dore Marotta.
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Jessica Roser, 20-year-old 
General Studies major, from 
Broadalbin, is wrapping up her 
last semester here at FM. 

Roser plans on moving to 
South Carolina where she wants 
to go to college. Becoming a 
physical therapist is her aspira-
tion, one she discovered during 
her time at FM.

“Community college really 
benefits you; it helps you get 
adjusted to college level work 
and allows you to become more 
independent,” she said.

Mackenzie Bennett of Am-
sterdam is graduating in the 
with an associate’s degree in 
general studies. 

She will be attending Sage 
College, studying Public Affairs 
and Policy. 

Bennett attended Broadal-
bin-Perth high school and grad-
uated in 2009. 

Asialee Potts from Amster-
dam is a in General Studies 
major.

Her plans are to transfer 
to Coastal Carolinas in South 
Carolina.  

Potts will be majoring in 
Graphic Design in hopes of 
booking freelance jobs and one 
day having her own business in 
graphic design.  

She describes FM as an easy 
transition from high school to 
college and is “great in prepar-
ing you for bigger colleges and 
future endeavors.” 

Marie Thomas from Amster-
dam, is graduating as a Business 
Administration major. 

She is transferring to Siena 
College to further her educa-
tion. Her goal is to establish a 
career as a certified public ac-
countant.

While at FM, Marie was the 
freshman senator (2010-2011) 
and Student Government Asso-
ciation President (2011-2012) . 

She was also vice president 
of the Word of Grace Club 

Graduates are making future plans
(2010-2012) and president of 
various other committees dur-
ing this academic year. 

She said she would remem-
ber her time at FM “with happi-
ness and gratefulness.” 

She said “being able to learn 
in an amazing environment, 
have my leadership skills, ex-
pand my horizons and gain 
professional experience has 
given me a greater confidence 
in life and a clearer vision for 
my future; FMCC is awesome.”

David Blaze of Amsterdam 
is a visual communications/
graphic design major.

A member and club presi-
dent from 2011- 2012 of the 
Graphic Art Club, Blaze has 
also been a member of PTK, 
and on the dean’s list for his 
first three semesters.

Blaze is among the group 
of students here that have 
began their college education 
later in life.  

He has applied to SUNY IT 
for the next school year. Blaze 
plans on a career in design or 
photography.  He would like to 
eventually start his own pho-
tography or design business 
or become a professor in the 
field.

Blaze said for the most part 
the younger students made 
him feel like a part of the cam-
pus and the student body. 

Marie Thomas Mackenzie Bennett

David Blaze

Asialee Potts Jessica Roser

In the past two years, my 
outlook on FM has transformed 
dramatically. 

When I started my first 
semester here I wanted to be 
anywhere else. I thought it was 
going to be an extension of 
high school. However I soon 
realized it wasn’t. 

My first semester at FM I 
was asked to be editor of The 
Gateway.  I was honored and 
accepted without hesitation. 
“How cool is this, I actually get 
to do what I want as a career,” I 
thought to myself. 

I knew it was going to be 
hard work and a lot of extra ef-
fort but I also knew it would be 
worth it. 

As I have progressed 
through my semesters, I have 
become extremely involved 
with the Gateway and the 
Communications Club. This 
past year I was vice president 
of the club. We have put out 
three newscast and this will be 

our 4th issue of the Gateway, 
just this semester.

The things I have done at 
FM, the people I have met, and 
all the things I have learned 
will always have a special 
place in my heart. 

As I was leaving my last 
Communications Club meet-
ing, I realized how much of an 
impact attending school here 
has made on me. I thought 
I couldn’t wait to leave this 
place behind me, but now I 
know I’ll carry FM with me 
wherever I go. 

I have learned so many 
valuable lessons here, in life 
and in my education. 

I am grateful to all my 
professors I have had here 
who really probed my brain 
and made me question what I 
knew.  

However I am especially 
thankful to Mr. Hinkle who has 
taught me so much about the 
media world and has present-

ed so many opportuni-
ties to me. 

After graduation, 
I will be transferring 
to Oswego for the Fall 
Semester and go on to 
get my Bachelor’s in 
Journalism. 

I’ll continue to work 
on the newspaper 
there and work towards 
my dreams.

Thank you to ev-
eryone I have met and 
contributed to the 
newspaper. 

Thank you to all the 
friends I have made 
here who have made 
this experience all the 
better. 

And thank you to 
the Communications 
Club; I will dearly miss 
you and good luck next 
semester.

Letter From the Editor: Goodbye FM
By Crystal Baumes

Crystal Baumes


