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On September 16, 2016, Endgame Entertainment released a film about the problem regarding national security 
and individual privacy. But it's not just any problem, it's THE problem.

“Edward Joseph Snowden” is not a common name that pops up in everyday conversations nor, is it one that is “Edward Joseph Snowden” is not a common name that pops up in everyday conversations nor, is it one that is 
well-known. By those who do know him, he is notable for one major action exposing the NSA and the Depart-
ment of Defense for the undisclosed mass surveillance and covert wiretapping of the widespread population of 
the United States. For those unfamiliar with the whole Snowden issue, the film encapsulates the viewers of all 
categories by combining the factual events of his career to the art of the cinematic industry.

Joseph Gordon-Levitt plays the titular character with Shailene Woodley, Nicolas Cage, and others supporting 
him. Gordon-Levitt was flown out in secrecy to Russia where Snowden resides and learned his mannerisms 
and verbal etiquette in order to prepare for his role. As he is a quirky actor himself, he was praised for his 
unique adaption of the character.

The film starts off in June of 2013, about a month after he resigns from his final position as a government emThe film starts off in June of 2013, about a month after he resigns from his final position as a government em-
ployee and only hours before he reveals the clandestine reconnaissance of the National Security Agency. From 
there, it backtracks to 2007 with Snowden’s first employment with the Central Intelligence Agency where he first 
comes in contact with XKeyscore in Geneva, Switzerland. XKeyscore was a computer program first used by 
the National Security Agency for searching and analyzing global Internet data. By its definition, XKS seems like a 
harmless program- it’s similar to a Google search engine but on steroids. It searches for the inputted keywords 
through emails, private messages, posts, video tags, and anything else you could possibly think of. The film through emails, private messages, posts, video tags, and anything else you could possibly think of. The film 
highlights Snowden’s major employments with government contractors up until his last position in Hawaii where 
the movie draws to a close.

The issue regarding Snowden’s actions is one that has been debated and 
argued upon for the last three years. Yes, he violated the Espionage Act
but is he as guilty as one might think? Do his actions against the 
Constitution justify the practices the government was committing
against the citizens of the United States? No one has 
contributed an answer that is both fair to the Government 
and to Snowden and until this is resolved, the issue 
surrounding national security vs. individual privacy will not
be atoned. The film is a great eye-opener and I highly 
recommend it to all.

SNOWDEN

Written by Ashley Joy Paw
Designed by Nancy Wang
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 As many of you already know, the former President of 
SUNY Polytechnic Institute, Dr. Alain Kaloyeros, is now facing 
federal and state felony charges. However, what you may not 
know, unless you decided to sift through the nearly 100 pages 
of the two complaints combined, is just how dramatic and 
disturbing these charges are. Dr. Kaloyeros is facing one count 
of Wire Fraud Conspiracy, and three counts of Combination in 
Restraint of Trade Competition, in violation of General Business 
Law Section 340 and 341. This article will explain all of these 
allegations and the circumstances surrounding them in simpler 
terms. We at The Factory Times know that students do not have 
time to read through nearly a hundred pages of complaints, so 
the point of this article is to condense all of the information 
relating to Dr. Kaloyeros into something more readable for 
students. This information is important and we believe students 
should be able to learn about the situation without devoting an 
entire weekend to writing and understanding the complaints. 
All of the information presented is coming directly out of the 
Federal Complaint and the State complaints, which can both be 
found online.

The Federal complaint concerning Dr. Kaloyeros frequently mentions six other people who were directly 
involved in this scheme and who are also defendants in this case. These people are Todd Howe, Steven 
Aiello, Joseph Gerardi, Louis Ciminelli, Michael Laipple, and Kevin Schuler.

Todd Howe worked for former Governor Mario Cuomo and 
Governor Andrew Cuomo. He was also a consultant for The 
College of Nanoscale Science and Engineering (CNSE), the 
President and primary employee of a government relations and 
lobbying firm called the Government Relations Firm, and he 
was also extremely close with Governor Cuomo. Steven Aiello 
and Joseph Gerardi are, respectively, the President and Executive 
Vice President & Legal Counsel to the Syracuse real-estate firm 
COR Development Company, LLC. Louis Ciminelli, Michael 
Laipple, and Kevin Schuler are, respectively, the Chairman & CEO, 
President of the Infrastructure Division, and Senior Vice President 
of LPCiminelli, a constructions and development firm based in 
Buffalo. From about 2013 to about 2015, these men, and others 
known and unknown, are alleged to have “...willfully, and knowingly 
conspired, confederated, and agreed to commit wire fraud in 
violation of Section 1343 of Title 18, United States Code.”

Allegations concern the uses of state 
funding of CNSE, the a subsidiary of 
Suny Polytechnic Institute

Kaloyeros speaking at the groundbreaking 
of the chip fab plant in Marcy, NY

A Dark Portrait of Dr.
Alain Kaloyeros?

factory times ·  10



RFPs and Bid-rigging: Definitions
To explain this massive amount of information in the shortest way possible requires a few definitions 
that many of us probably aren’t familiar with. The first of this would be Requests for Proposals, or RFPs. 
An RFP “...is a document used to solicit competition by informing potential vendors of the functional, 
technical, and contractual requirements sought by a company for a project.” In other words, an RFP is 
basically a list of qualifications or other requirements that companies use to find other companies who are 
interested in taking on projects. The next term that requires a definition is bid-rigging. Bid-rigging when 
an RFP is secretly tailored toward a specific company, even though the process is portrayed as fair, open, 
and competitive.

Fort Schuyler
Now that definitions are out of the way, time to tell the story. Dr. Kaloyeros was the President of SUNY 
Poly, the top earner at The Research Foundation for The State University of New York, and a member of 
the Board of Directors for Fort Schuyler Management Company. Fort Schuyler is a private, not-for-profit 
corporation that was created by and is affiliated with SUNY Poly, that “...facilitates research and economic 
development opportunities in support of New York’s emerging nanotechnology and semiconductor 
clusters.” Basically, Fort Schuyler is a company that is in charge of many state-funded development 
projects that are supposed to help revitalize upstate New York’s economy. Companies are chosen by Fort 
Schuyler for these projects by use of RFPs.

According to the federal complaint, Howe, acting as a “consultant” 
for CNSE and on the behalf of Dr. Kaloyeros, communicated with 
the men mentioned above, and in the process, allegedly accepted 
bribes from the companies that were called “consultancy” payments, 
in order to ensure that they were awarded very lucrative State-
funded development projects from Fort Schuyler, a company where 
Dr. Kaloyeros had a very large influence over. Todd Howe received 
payments totaling about $385,000 from COR Development Company. 
Howe also received about $100,000 a year from LPCiminelli beginning 
in 2013. Howe, in turn, along with Dr. Kaloyeros, allegedly defrauded 
Fort Schuyler and secretly rigged the bids for some of these large 
development projects so that the only certain companies would fit 
the bids. In the federal complaint, these companies would be COR 
Development and LPCiminelli. However, they represented to Fort 
Schuyler that the bidding process was fair, open, and competitive. 
Howe and Dr. Kaloyeros allegedly did this through a series of emails 
sent between Howe and the men from COR Development. Howe and 
Dr. Kaloyeros also allegedly did this with LPCiminelli through emails 
between Howe, Dr. Kaloyeros, and the men from LPCiminelli.

Todd Howe, consultant to CNSE 
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Syracuse Bid-rigging in Action
Aiello and Gerardi allegedly emailed Howe a list of qualifications 
and experience that the company had, which in turn would assist 
Howe and Dr. Kaloyeros in rigging the RFP for the Syracuse based 
project. According to the federal complaint, Howe responded to 
this email with “this works. Let me hand deliver to dr k. You guys 
should not email this to anyone but me. All good.” Dr. K was a 
nickname used for Dr. Kaloyeros throughout many of these emails. 
According to the federal complaint, after receiving the list of 
qualifications, Howe emailed Dr. Kaloyeros, saying 

“I have ‘vitals’ for Buffalo and 
Syracuse friends.”

Howe later explained and admitted in an interview that “friends” 
was a direct reference to Aiello, Gerardi, Ciminelli, Laipple, and 
Schuler, and that “vitals” referred to the information that these men 
gave Howe in order to tailor the RFPs in their favor. According 
to the federal complaint, this is evidence in the emails that bid-
rigging was taking place. This evidence allegedly continues in other 
emails, most explicitly in an email Howe forwarded to Aiello and 

Gerardi that contained a draft of the Syracuse RFP. In this email, Howe also allegedly said “FYI---they 
are fine tuning now, but expect to release to public this week… what do you think? Keep confidential pls.” 
Some language used in the RFPs was nearly identical to the language used in the qualifications list sent 
to Howe, so much so that Aiello sent Howe a scanned version of the Syracuse RFP draft with Gerardi’s 
handwritten notes, saying that some things were “too telegraphed?? I would leave out these specific 
programs.”

Buffalo Bid-rigging in Action
The same sort of stuff occurred with the Buffalo RFP as well. Allegedly, Laipple sent an email to Howe 
listing seven bullet points that were used to draft the Buffalo RFP. Laipple also asked Howe “If the RFQ 
included something about MWBE promotion and compliance, that would be helpful.” MWBE stands for 
“Minority and Women Business Enterprises. The LPCiminelli website explicitly states 

In response to this, Dr. Kaloyeros emailed Howe, saying “these are not unique to LPCiminelli. We need 
more definite specs, like minimum X years in Y, Z number of projects in high tech, etc, etc.” According 
to the federal complaint and interviews conducted with Howe, when Dr. Kaloyeros said“...minimum 
X years in Y,” he meant a minimum number of years of experience in a specific area that LPCiminelli 

Steve Aiello, President of Cor 
Development 
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had experience in, so Howe and Dr. Kaloyeros could further tailor the Buffalo RFP to LPCiminelli. Dr. 
Kaloyeros also sent an email to Louis Ciminelli’s Gmail that said “Draft of relevant sections from RFP 
enclosed. obviously, we need to replace Syracuse with Buffalo and 

fine tune the developer requirements to fit. 

hopefully, this should give you a sense of where we’re going with this. 
thoughts?” and Dr. Kaloyeros attached a draft of the Syracuse RFP. 
It is important to note that in the Developer Requirement section 
of the Syracuse RFP draft, “Over 15 years of proven experience” was 
included. Four days later, Schuler sent Dr. Kaloyeros an email saying 
“...I am sending along three attachments that I hope will meet your 
request for information.” and the attachments included a two-page 
document called “Company Profile” which stated the LPCiminelli 
had “over 50 years of experience.”

When the Buffalo RFP became publicly available, it contained, 
under “Developer Requirements,” “Bidder is required to comply 
with equal opportunities for minorities and women pursuant to 
section 312 of the New York Executive Law. This includes the 
achievement of at least 23% Women and Minority Owned Business 
Enterprise participation (WMBE). Accordingly, it is expected that 
DEVELOPER be able to demonstrate a track record in WMBE 
participation.” It also listed under the “Developer Requirements” that the Buffalo RFP was looking for 
“a local DEVELOPER in the Greater Buffalo area” with “Over 50 years of proven experience.” which is 
a line taken directly out of the Company Profile that Dr. Kaloyeros received from LPCiminelli. About a 
month later, an email from the Director of Procurement for the Research Foundation was eventually sent 
out stating that the 50 years of proven experience was a typographical error, and that it was supposed to 
say 15 years of proven experience. However, according to the federal complaint, interviews with executives 
of CNSE and their related entities confirmed that 

Dr. Kaloyeros closely edited the language 
of RFPs before publication.

The federal complaint states that this likely wasn’t a typographical error and instead was probably done 
purposefully by Dr. Kaloyeros because of the Company Profile sent to him by LPCiminelli.

The Fruits of Labor
Fort Schuyler did end up awarding the Syracuse and Buffalo contracts to COR Development Company 
and LPCiminelli, respectively. COR Development received 15 million dollars to construct the Film 
Hub 90 million dollars to build a manufacturing plant in Syracuse. LPCiminelli received approximately 
225 million dollars for the Buffalo Project, and around 2014 that contract was expanded to be worth 
approximately 750 million dollars.

Louis Ciminelli, CEO of 
LPCiminelli
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Cast of Characters for the State Complaint
The state complaint concerning Dr. Kaloyeros also frequently mentions one other person who was directly 
involved in this scheme and who is also a defendant in this case. This person is Joseph Nicolla.

Joseph Nicolla is the President and Founder of Columbia 
Development Companies, an Albany-based real estate 
development company. In Nicolla’s biography on the Columbia 
Development Companies website, the biography states Nicolla is 
“...considered one of the most knowledgeable and well-respected 
leaders in the development industry.” Nicolla is now facing one 
Count of Combination in Restraint of Trade and Competition in 
violation of General Business Law sections 340 and 341, and Dr. 
Kaloyeros is facing three counts of the same offence.

Count one for Dr. Kaloyeros involves bid-rigging for a student 
housing project that was supposed to be used by the Albany 
campus of SUNY Poly. Count two involves bid-rigging 
for a $50,000,000 state-funded loan for a company named 
Contractor-1 in the complaint. This loan was also supposed to 
be used by SUNY Poly. Count three involves bid-rigging for 
architectural and design services for buildings that were also 
supposed to be used by SUNY Poly from a company named 
Architect-1 in the complaint.

Fuller Road Management Corporation
Fuller Road Management Corporation is a not-for-profit corporation affiliated with SUNY Poly that 
develops, constructs, owns, and leases the facilities at the Albany campus. Similar to Fort Schuyler, 
Fuller Road disperses state-funded projects and lends facilities to companies that are supposed to help 
advance education goals and research conducted at SUNY Poly. Similar to Fort Schuyler, Fuller Road 
disperses these projects through the use of RFPs. Just like the Fort Schuyler incidents described earlier, 
Dr. Kaloyeros once again allegedly used his power and influence and his seat on the FRMC RFP 
Review Committee to tailor RPFs in favor of specific companies, most notably, Columbia Development 
Companies.

Columbia Development Companies
The first scheme involved bidding for a student housing project. Dr. Kaloyeros and Nicolla allegedly 
exchanged emails in which they discussed other companies who were interested in the development 
project for student housing on Loughlin Street, Albany. Dr. Kaloyeros allegedly forwarded an email to 
Nicolla that contained a solicitation from another development company that was directly competing 
with Columbia Development Companies. According to the state complaint, this is information that Dr. 
Kaloyeros should not have shared with Nicolla, given the circumstances. Dr. Kaloyeros also forwarded 
an email to Nicolla, which can be found in the state complaint, that allegedly outlined the RFP for the 

Joseph Nicolla, Founder of 
Columbia Development Companies
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housing project, in February, approximately a month before the RFP went public, thus allegedly informing 
Nicolla of the qualifications being looked for in the RFP before the RFP was publicly released. Witnesses 
have stated that Dr. Kaloyeros controls the conduct of the RFP process for major SUNY Poly building 
projects, including the student housing project in question.

Although twenty companies showed interest in the RFP, only Columbia Development Corporations 
submitted a bid. An interview conducted with an executive from another major construction company in 
Albany revealed that although the company had shown interest in the project, his firm did not submit a 
bid 

“...because the RFP as geared toward one company.”

He went on to explain that the one company in question was Columbia.  Times Union began to question 
the incident, and according to the state complaint, Dr. Kaloyeros literally emailed Nicolla a one-paragraph 
response to the reporter, to whom Nicolla sent the response, verbatim.

Contractor-1
The second scheme involved giving favorable consideration for future purportedly competitive bid projects 
to Contractor-1 based on a $50,000,000 loan Contractor-1 gave FRMC for construction of the NanoFab 
West building in Albany. According to the state complaint, a construction firm called Developer-1 in the 
complaint was awarded an RFP for the first stage of building the NFW building. Dr. Kaloyeros allegedly 
met with the executive from this company and urged him to “have some skin in the game,” which the 
executive took to mean that Dr. Kaloyeros wanted the developer to provide its own financing for the 
NFW building.

Within two weeks of the scheduled commencement meeting for the representatives of FRMC and the 
team for Developer-1, the project coordinator for FRMC requested that a company called Architect-1 
be added to the team, allegedly by request of Dr. Kaloyeros. The Developer-1 executive accepted, and 
both the president of Architect-1 and a partner in Architect-2 attended the meeting. According the state 
complaint, 

the project coordinator has stated that the 
President of Architect-1 called Dr. Kaloyeros 
and demanded that Architect-2 be thrown 
out of the meeting and off of the project. 

Dr. Kaloyeros then called the project coordinator and demanded that Architect-2 leave the meeting. 
Accordingly, the project manager told Developer-1 that he must fire Architect-, and so he did, feeling as if 
he had little to no choice to comply.

Then, in May of 2011, nearly half a year after the meeting and before the conclusion of the first stage of 
the NFW project, Developer-1 was taken off the project allegedly at Dr. Kaloyeros’ request. Contractor-1 
was then named developer for the project. FRMC and Contractor-1 then executed a Notice to Proceed, 
which would memorialize their contract. The NTP started that it was awarded “as a result of the 
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competitive process.” In the NTP, Contractor-1 also agreed to lend $50,000,000 to FRMC to cover early 
construction costs for the project. This was something that Developer-1 refused to do. The second stage 
of the NFW project was then awarded to Contractor-1, based on their losing submission to the original 
RFP. The Loan Term Sheet that Dr. Kaloyeros was allegedly the primary author of, explicitly states “In 
return for the above [$50,00,000] loan term OWNER [FRMC] agrees” to “award the construction of the 
NFW building and associated infrastructure to CONTRACTOR [Contractor-1].” The state complaint 
states that this, along with evidence presented so far, is “…probable cause to believe that FRMC, which is 
a state-related and state-controlled entity under the direct influence of KALOYEROS, improperly agreed 
to provide favorable consideration for future purportedly competitively bid projects to a private company 
(Contractor-1) in exchange for a $50,000,000 loan on a previous project.”

Architect-1
The third scheme involved establishing a relationship 
with a company that insured the company “…would 
perform design and architectural work on FRMC 
projects in restraint of trade.” The company in this 
instance is called Architect-1 in the state complaint. 
According to the state complaint, Architect-1 was 
paying an initial rent of $30 per square foot for office 
space in FRMC and SUNY Poly’s ZEN Building, 
which “was roughly twice the amount of what a 
typical office building would cost for the Capital 
District” according to the executive for Developer-1, 
mentioned earlier. It is stated that the high cost of 
construction created the need for high rental rates 
in the state complaint, and it is alleged that this 
“appears to have led a strong push by KALOYEROS 
for FRMC contractors to rent space in the ZEN 
Building.”

According to the state complaint, the FRMC project coordinator said that Dr. Kaloyeros controls nearly 
every important aspect with regard to major negotiations at FRMC. It was also noted by a former 
executive that Dr. Kaloyeros would 

“…often unilaterally overrule the 
recommendation by the majority 
of the committee and select a 
favored company.” 

A former employee of Architect-1 allegedly overheard Dr. Kaloyeros say, in regards to Arhcitect-1’s 
pending lease with the ZEN Building, that Dr. Kaloyeros “…takes care of his partners.” Another former 
employee of Architect-1 stated that he heard Dr. Kaloyeros say, in front of two other witnesses, that “…he 
could write an RFP in such a way that only one company could win it.” According to the state complaint, 
the two other witnesses were each able to confirm the “…sum and substance of Dr. Kaloyeros’ boast.”

Zero Energy Nanotechnology (ZEN) Building 
in Albany, NY
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Finally, one of the most significant pieces of evidence, according to the state complaint, is a portion of 
the lease that was signed by the Arcitect-1 President for the ZEN Building office space. In essence, the 
state complaint states that FRMC is “…formalizing its intent to ‘generate and grant’ increased business to 
Architect-1, in exchange for an increase in rent Architect-1 would pay FRMC.” This mean that if these 
allegations are true, this agreement would be putting Architect-1 at a competitive advantage in receiving 
work on public projects.  

Dr. Kaloyeros’ Personal Financial Gain
While the allegations themselves are quite incredible in their own right, what’s even more incredible, and 
frankly, disturbing, is the financial gain that Dr. Kaloyeros may have acquired from this if the allegations 
are proven to be true.

Dr. Kaloyeros received $490,000 as his salary from SUNY Poly for the year 2015. He also received 
$500,000 in bonuses from the Research Foundation of the State of New York for the years 2010-2015. 
According to the state complaint, at least a portion of the $500,000 he received from the Research 
Foundation may have came from a $3,000,000 research grant given to SUNY Poly by the Contractor-1 
named in the state complaint, perhaps in exchange for Dr. Kaloyeros’ alleged involvement in an illegal 
restraint of trade that would assist Contractor-1 in receiving future consideration on publicly bid 
contracts.

What’s Next?
While these are allegations and as of writing this, Dr. Kaloyeros has not be convicted for any of the four 
charges against him, the evidence is there. It paints a dark portrait of Dr. Kaloyeros and of SUNY Poly 
as a whole. How will this event affect the way SUNY Poly appears in the eyes of others? While we watch 
this trial plays out, it will be very interesting to see the result and how or if it will affect upstate New York’s 
economy and SUNY Poly.

Amid allegations, Kaloyeros resigned from his president role on October 10th after 
being placed on administrative leave in September. He is, however, still a tenured 
employee.
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                                                   On Monday, September 26, the Democratic and Republican candi   
                       dates for the 2016 presidential elections engaged in their first debate.   
                     Hosted by Lester Holt from NBC news, this highly-anticipated debate was   
                  aimed at addressing  some of the critical questions Americans have for the pro  
                 spective candidates. Throughout the debate, Holt asked questions and Hillary Clinton  
                and Donald Trump had about fifteen minutes to discuss their plans/views. The major    
   topics were “achieving prosperity”, “America’s direction”, and “securing America.”

       Lester Holt began the evening by asking the candidates, “why are you a better choice than your 
    opponent to create the kinds of jobs that will put more money into the pockets of American workers?”

TThis question was first directed at Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton. She began by stating that she wants to 
“build an economy that works for everyone, and not just those at the top.” Clinton wants to create new jobs with 
rising incomes, in advancing fields of work. She believes that most of these new jobs will come from small busi-
ness. Clinton plans on raising the national minimum wage; she also wants to eliminate the wage gap between 
men’s and women’s pay. NPR reported that women who worked full-time throughout the year earned only 80 
percent of what men earned in 2015. Many factors in addition to explicit bias contribute to this, such as hours 
and jobs and jobs worked and the understanding that women’s careers are often interrupted due to maternity.

One of Hillary Clinton’s biggest campaign promises was to create “debt-free college.” She has laid out a plan for tui-
tion-free college for working families. This is part of her effort to support people who are struggling to balance 
work and family. During the debate Clinton  stated, “I've heard from so many of you about the difficult choices you 
face and the stresses that you're under. So let's have paid family leave, earned sick days let's be sure we have af-
fordable childcare and debt-free college.”

Secretary Clinton’s plan of action to make good on her promise starts with “closing corporate loopholes” and 
making the wealthy “pay their fair share.”

TThe question was then aimed at Republican candidate Donald Trump. He started by saying that our jobs are 
leaving the country, that “they’re going to Mexico, they’re going to many other countries.” He believes that Amer-
ica is being used as a “piggy bank” by China to rebuild its country, and that other countries are doing the same. 
He also stated that “thousands” of jobs are leaving Michigan and Ohio, however the unemployment rates in both 
of these states are in fact lower than our national average of 4.9 percent. He then directed attention to their 
views on child care. Trump has declared a plan that will introduce things like rebates for low-income parents and 
new snew savings accounts for parents to set aside money for child care. Clinton has not yet made a clear plan                  
               for how to do this, but she believes that families should not be paying
                           more than 10 percent of their income for child care.

                    Trump and Clinton also have differing views on maternity leave. 
              Trump has indicated that women could receive six weeks of maternity 
               leave while under the maternity program, meanwhile Clinton has 
                 proposed double that. Many of Clinton’s plans involve imposing 
                    greater taxes on higher-income individuals. Clinton 
                    also recalled a 2004 interview in which Trump stated, 
                     “Pregnancy is never--it’s a wonderful thing for 
                      the woman. It’s a wonderful thing for the 
                      husband. It’s certainly an inconvenience 
                            for a businesss ”

The First Presidential Debate of 2016
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Contrary to Clinton’s proposals, Trump wants to cut taxes from 35% down to just 15%, for both big and small 
businesses. He believes that doing this will create numerous jobs in our country. He stated that this new tax cut 
will encourage new businesses to build and expand. He continued to suggest that we should re-negotiate 
trade deals and stop other countries from stealing our companies and jobs.

GiGiven the chance to respond, Hillary Clinton began to explain her discrepancies regarding Trump’s financial 
policy. She suggested that his ideals were essentially a more extreme version of trickle-down economics, a 
theory of doubted efficacy. She refers to his plan as “Trumped-up trickle-down economics.” She also referenced 
the fact that she and Donald have differing views on financial policies primarily because of their contrasting 
backgrounds. She mentioned that Trump has been very fortunate throughout his life, and his father greatly 
helped him get to where he is today. She stated that Trump’s father had given him a loan of 14 million dollars 
toto start his own business. She believes that we should do more for the middle class. She stated, “what I believe 
is the more we can do for the middle class, the more we can invest in you, your education, your skills, your 
future, the better we will be off and the better we will grow.” During the debate Clinton mentioned that experts 
have viewed each of their propositions and have found that Trump’s plan would blow up debt and create a loss 
of jobs, or even cause a recession; while her own plan wouldn’t. Fact checkers confirmed her claim by referenc-
ing a report from the Tax Foundation.  

The candidates argued for a bit about climate change as well. Clinton reminded viewers that Trump has dis-
missed global warming as a hoax, which she holds as fact. He cut in and declared that he’s never said that, how-
ever there have been multiple accounts of Trump stating that global warming is a hoax. He initially expressed 
this view in 2012, in which he ridiculed climate change as a hoax created by the Chinese to make the United 
States less competitive toward manufacturing. Clinton then began to explain her plans 
for dealing with global warming, which will also lead to job creation, she reasons.
Trump rebuttals by declaring that he is “a great believer in all forms of energy”, 
however he says that by investing in this industry, we are putting a lot of people
out of work, and calls our current energy policies a disaster.

In my opinion, one of the more interesting events of the 
night was Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump going
back and forth about Hillary’s emails and Trump’s tax 
returns. For the past 40 years, each presidential candidate 
has released their tax returns. This long-standing “tradition” has 
bebecome standard since 1973, when Nixon was audited by the IRS. 
Donald Trump has claimed that he will release his tax returns once the 
“routine audit” he is currently under is finished. Lester Holt cut in by
reminding Trump that even though the IRS has an audit of his taxes, he 
is still free to release his taxes. Trump continued to argue that he won’t 
release them until the audit is finished.  He joked that he will release his tax returns against his lawyer’s
wishes if Hillary releases  her 33,000 deleted emails. When questioned if this was negotiable, Trump
                  turned the tables onto Hillary to defend herself in regards to the deleted emails. 
         She dismissed this by saying she made a mistake and that she would do it
         differently if she could. According to Carrie Johnson, Justice
          Correspondent, the FBI director told Congress that Clinton
              was merely using the private server for convenience. 
                Others who were questioned on the matter
                 merely pled the Fifth, while others
                                  received  a form of immunity
                  once they turned their
                   computers over to
                      the FBI.
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                                    Donald Trump mentioned several cities during his
                                     portion of the debate, stating that the crime rate is
                                rising and thousands of people are being killed each day.
                             While this is occurring alongside heightened racial tensions, the
                         crime rate is still at record lows in comparison to what it’s been in the
                         past. He argues that we need “law and order”  in our society and then
                                        suggests that police should bring back “stop and frisk.” Holt reminded Trump
                   that stop and frisk was controversial on the grounds of racial bias, and was also
                 ruled unconstitutional. Clinton has previously stated that she will devote one billion
              dollars in her first budget to training and safety for law enforcement. She argues that the
           problem isn’t all because of race. Clinton said during the debate that much of the problems we
           see with police officers stem from “improper” training. She stated that she has met with police
            chiefs and many agree that mental health is a huge issue. Police do not have the right training to deal
     with all of the difficult mental health problems they are facing, according to Clinton, and she feels that the 

federal government could help more than they currently are.

DuDuring the racial discussions of the debate, Lester Holt cut in to bring up the topic of president Obama. Previously in 
the debate, Trump brought up his argument that Hillary Clinton or the Clinton campaign started the birther move-

ment, however fact checkers found his claim to be illegitimate. Rather, it was shown that Donald Trump was actually 
the primary proponent  arguing that Obama was not born in the United States.

The final segment of the debate, called “securing America”, was about the “twenty-first century war” in our country. 
Holt asked who is behind the cyber attacks we’ve seen and stealing secrets, and what we can do to stop it.

Clinton responded by bringing up the cyber attacks coming from Russia. She commented that Donald Trump has 
challenged Vladimir Putin to hack into Americans, and remarked that he speaks quite highly of Putin. In reference to 

our own cyber abilities, Clinton states, “We don't want to engage in a different kind of warfare, but we will defend 
the citizens of this country, and the Russians need to understand that.” She explains that she has a plan for defeating 
ISIS, which would involve going after them online. Clinton believes that we should collaborate more with tech com-
panies to prevent the spread of ISIS and the radicalization and direction of American citizens. She also vocalized her 

thougthoughts to intensify airstrikes against ISIS.

Donald Trump rebuttaled by arguing that if we left troops in Iraq, ISIS wouldn’t have formed. He stated that when 
Obama and Clinton pulled troops from Iraq, they cultivated the formation of ISIS. He also showed disdain toward 

the fact that we didn’t seize the oil from Iraq, which Hillary Clinton called out. She pointed out the fact that Trump 
supported the invasion of Iraq, however he was quick to say she was wrong. Fact checkers referenced Trump’s prior 

statements and suggested that he did indicate support for deploying U.S/ troops to seize the energy production in-
frastructure of Iraq, Syria, and Middle Eastern states..

During the debate Clinton also brought up the fact that Donald Trump wishes to block the immigration and travel 
of foreign Muslims. Contrary to his beliefs, Clinton states that we need to be communicating with Muslim communi-
ties, especially in our own country. She believes that they can provide crucial information to us, and that we need to 

“have close working cooperation with law enforcement in these communities” rather than alienating them and 
pushing them away.

Lester Holt called out Donald Trump for his support of the invasion of Iraq, although Trump responded by saying he 
didn’t support the war. Fact checkers questioned this argument by referencing an interview of Donald Trump with 

Howard Stern. The transcript from the interview states that, when asked if he favored invasion of Iraq, Trump re-
sponded, “Yeah, I guess so. You know, I wish the first time it was done correctly.” Trump then continued to say that 

his temperament is “winning” and much better than that of his opponent, Secretary Clinton. Despite Trump’s beliefs, 
a recent Fox news poll showed that 59% of prospective voters say Clinton has the temperament to be president, 

while only 38% suggestwhile only 38% suggest Trump does.
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another war.” His actual quote was similar, “When they circle our beautiful destroyers with their little boats and they 
make gestures at our people that they shouldn’t be allowed to make, they will be shot out of the water.” Trump cut in 
by stating that the action would not start a war, but Clinton remarks that that is not the right temperament to be com-
mander-in-chief. She adds, “A man who can be provoked by a tweet shouldn’t have his fingers anywhere near the nu-
clear codes as far as I think anyone with any sense about this should be concerned.”

Trump stated during the debate, “The single greatest problem the world has is nuclear armament, nuclear weapons. 
Not global warming like you and your president think.” He talks about how we defend other countries, but they don’t 
pay us what they should be because we provide them with tremendous service, but aren’t getting paid nearly 
enough. According to fact checkers, South Korean government figures show they paid over $800 million, which is 
only 40% of the cost. Japan’s budget shows that they pay about $4 billion in base-related expenses.

HolHolt’s next question was about nuclear weapons as well. He brought up the fact that President Obama has reportedly 
considered changing the nation’s long-standing policy on First Use, and questioned the candidates on their views re-
garding the current policy. Trump began his response by saying we are not keeping up with other countries in the 
realm of nuclear weaponry. He also started talking about how he wants China to pressure North Korea against the de-
velopment of nuclear arms. Hillary Clinton argued that we have mutual defense treaties and that we will honor them, 
because it is crucial that America’s word be good. Elise Hu, International Correspondent at NPR weighed in. She states, 
“While this Clinton statement is underlining the basics of America’s traditional foreign policy, it illustrates a key differ-
ence between the candidates. Trump doesn’t want to be “policeman of the world,” but a longstanding key of America’s 
Asia policy for keeping peace in the Pacific is maintaining decades-old alliances with Japan and South Korea. Many 
view the U.S.-Japan-R.O.K alliance as a bulwark against a rising China, so it’s interesting that Trump both demonizes 
China when speaking of trade and believes China to be key in solving the North Korea problem but does not support 
alliances that can be a counterweight to it.”

During the final segment of the debate, Holt brought up a statement Trump had previously made in which he said he 
didn’t think Clinton had a “presidential look”. Trump was quick to change his words, this time saying that Clinton 
doesn’t “have the stamina.” She replied by saying, “Well, as soon as he travels to one hundred and twelve countries and 
negotiates a peace deal, a cease-fire, a release of dissidents, and opening of new opportunities and nations around 
the world or even spends 11 hours testifying in front of a congressional committee, he can talk to me about stamina.” 
TrumTrump’s argument against this was that the experience Hillary has is bad experience. She then retaliated by reminding 
viewers that Donald Trump has called women pigs, slobs, and dogs. He’s also said that pregnancy is an inconvenience 
to employers, that women don’t deserve equal pay unless they do as good a job as men, and Hillary also referenced a 
former Miss Universe winner whom Trump called “Miss Piggy.” This woman, who was Latina, was also called “Miss 
Housekeeping” by Donald Trump.

The final question Lester Holt asked was if the candidates would accept the outcome of the debate as the will of the 
voters. Hillary Clinton responded by saying, “It's not about us so much is it about you and your families and the kinds 
of country and future you want. So I sure hope you will get out and vote as though your future depended on it 
because I think it does.” Trump responded by reminding everyone that he wants to make America great
again, then went on to talk about the fact that we are losing our jobs, that people are “pouring into our
country.”  Trump concluded by adding, “I want to make America great again. I’m going to be able
tto do it.  Don’t believe Hillary will. The answer is if she wins I will absolutely support her.”

Monday’s debate was certainly interesting to watch. It answered quite a few questions, 
and raised a couple more that can be answered in the next debate. Props to Lester
Holt for being the moderator for the debate between Hillary Clinton and
Donald Trump. It is clear that both candidates have strong opinions in 
regards to their views, and they differ quite a bit in the
majority of their plans.

TThe next two presidential debates are scheduled for 
Sunday, October 9, and Wednesday, October 19. 
There is also a Vice Presidential debate
scheduled for Tuesday, October 4.
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Clinton and Trump then began discussing their “temperaments”, and, essentially, why one of them was better 
than the other. Clinton first starts by bringing up NATO. She talks about how she and others negotiated a deal 
that stopped Iran’s nuclear program, right when they were close to putting together a nuclear bomb. She also 

remarks that Trump, on the other hand, has stated that “if they taunted our sailors I would blow them out of the 
water and start another war.” His actual quote was similar, “When they circle our beautiful destroyers with their 

little boats and they make gestures at our people that they shouldn’t be allowed to make, they will be shot out of 
the the water.” Trump cut in by stating that the action would not start a war, but Clinton remarks that that is not the 

right temperament to be commander-in-chief. She adds, “A man who can be provoked by a tweet shouldn’t have 
his fingers anywhere near the nuclear codes as far as I think anyone with any sense about this should be 

concerned.”
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