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Spring Break!

March 
Madness

Spring Break 
Safety Tips

Fires Strike Campus View Housing 
in Two Separate Incidents

On the weekend of March 1st, 
Campus View Student Housing expe-
rienced two small fires within 24 hours, 
both of which were caused by smoking 
in the dorms.

According to President Dustin 
Swanger, the first fire occurred early 
Sunday morning, at about 2:30 am. A 
student had smoked a cigar in his dorm 
suite, located in Raider’s Hall, and 
tossed it into a garbage can. 

Hot ash then started a fire with the 
other contents of the bin. Although the 
actual fire did not cause a lot of damage, 
sprinklers turned on in several rooms, 
causing water damage to about five 
different dorm suites. 

The water was cleaned in about 
an hour or so, but the tiles have begun 
to peel and curl off of the floor. These 
rooms will need new flooring. 

Dehumidifiers were put in place to 
try and relieve some of the water dam-
age as well. The student in this case was 
later dismissed from the college after 
admitting he had accidentally started 
the fire.

The second fire occurred early 
Monday morning, at about 2:00 am. 
This fire was located on the second floor 
of Montgomery Hall. Two students 
were smoking in their dorm bathroom. 
Ash had fell to the floor, covering a 
towel, which later set on fire. 

The students managed to put the 
towel in the shower and extinguish the 

fire. There is now a large burn mark 
on the floor from the incident, but no 
other damages were sustained. Both 
students involved in this case were also 
dismissed form the college.

In each fire, Public Safety officers 
and other FM staff responded quickly. 
There were about four Public Safety 
officers at each fire, with the addition 
of President Swanger, and Resident 
Life Staff. President Swanger stated 
that all who were involved with the 
fire response worked as a “great team”, 
and students were calm and quick with 
their response, evacuating the building 
in an orderly fashion and cooperating 
with staff.

Luckily, there were no injuries in 
either case. President Swanger com-
mented by saying that the college has 
a no tolerance policy for smoking of 
any kind. 

Although smoking indoors has 
never been an issue at FM, the cold 
weather persuades students to smoke 

indoors, and therefore, has become a 
growing concern for Public Safety and 
Resident Life staff. Smoking quickly 
indoors may seem harmless, but it can 
cause life threatening situations. 

Following the fires, President 
Swanger ordered a directive for all 
students who live on campus housing. 
It reads, “If there is any sign or smoking 
within your suite, you will be dismissed 
from the college.” 

The directive later lists the signs 
of smoking as, “ashes, smoke odor, 
paraphernalia, towels under or near 
doors, and chairs and tables located in 
bathrooms.”

There are several designated smok-
ing areas not only at the housing build-
ings, but on the FM main campus as 
well. The directive reminds students 
that all FM buildings are smoke free, 
and urges the students to use the desig-
nated areas. 

The college has also issued a press 
release following the fires: 

There was a minor fire incident, 
confined to one suite, at Fulton-Mont-
gomery Community College’s Campus 
View Student Housing’s Raider Hall 
early Sunday morning, March 2, at ap-
proximately 2:30 a.m.  

All students were successfully 
evacuated to other residence halls with-
out injury or incident.   

The Berkshire Fire Department 
responded to the incident. The fire was 
contained to a trash pail in one suite. The 
sprinkler head within the suite engaged 
and extinguished the fire. 

While that suite sustained the most 
water damage, approximately five oth-
ers sustained minor water damage from 
water on the floor. The incident seems to 
have been caused by a student smoking 
in his room. 

The FM Buildings and Grounds 
team responded and by approximately 
4:00 a.m. most of the water was cleaned-
up. 

By Marissa Russo
Chief Editor

Burn on Floor Tile in 
M204

Renovation in RE109 Dehumidifier used in 
Raiders Hall
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By Marissa Russo
Chief Editor

FM will be offering scholarships to 
several students/ Applications are  due 
March 14

Several renewable $10,000 scholar-
ships available to students transferring 
to RPI as well. If you know of any stu-
dents interested in RPI, please contact 
Andrea Scribner. One student will be 
selected from each affiliated two- year 
institution.

The Joseph H. Smith Scholarship 
is for students pursuing engineering 
science.

 The Garnet D. Baltimore Schol-
arship is for an African American, 
Hispanic, or Native American student.

 The Award of Excellence is for a 
non- engineering student. 

If you have further questions or 
would like to nominate a student, please 
contact Andrea Scribner

Paul Smith’s College has reached 
an agreement for students in our A.S. 
Business Administration program wish-
ing to pursue a B.S. in Business Man-
agement and Entrepreneurial Studies. 

The Perrella Gallery will be hosting 
the “One Moment in Ireland’s Three 
Hundred Year War” exhibit, featuring 
photographs by Erik Schnackenberg.

The gallery will run from February 
18 - March 18, 2014

The exhibition features Schnack-
enberg’s black and white photographs 
taken in Northern Ireland during the 
height of the political upheaval in the 
mid-1970’s.  

This period, known to the Irish 
as “The Troubles,” is chronicled in 
Schnackenberg’s powerful images fea-
tured in the exhibition. 

The exhibition also juxtaposes re-
productions of newspaper broadsides 
from Northern Irish newspapers of the 
time.

It’s that time again. Spring break 
is slowly approaching. Get your sun 
tanning lotion, bathing suits and beach 
chairs ready for non-stop fun.

  During the month of March, many 
families, friends and college students 
plan trips to different locations to enjoy 
their spring break. The most common 
places that are visited during spring 
break are Cancun, Florida, Virginia 
Beach, and Las Vegas. 

   Cancun has been a popular spring 
break spot for a while. According to 
Wunderground.com, since 2011, Can-
cun has had a maximum weather aver-
age of 86 degrees, which is more than 
perfect weather to for spring time. 

Florida is another popular spot 
with great weather, trendy cities, and 
beaches such as Daytona and Panama 
City Beach. With families and college 
students coming from around the world, 
Florida would be a great place to vaca-
tion for a week because there are many 

Top Destinations for 
Spring Break

By Shaunice Harris
Staff Writer

Campus Notes
Paul Smith Articulation AgreementScholarship Opportunities

New Perrella Gallery Exhibit 

Quote of the Month

Got a good quote that you would 
like to see us publish? Send it to 
us at Gateway@fmcc.suny.edu

“Spring is nature’s way of saying, 
‘Let’s party!’”- Robin Williams

The Communications 
Club meets every 
Wednesday during 

common hour in room 
N009 Come show us 

your talent!

Spring Break for college students is 
the time to let go of all the stress from 
midterms & studying. They celebrate 
by going on vacation, hanging out with 
friends, partying and having a good 
time.

If you haven’t been planning and 
want to go away or plan whatever you 
have in mind, now is the time to put 
things into action. The best way to 
save up money for spring break is by 
reducing or changing up your every day 
spending habits.

Most of the time, students coming 
from off campus and commuting have to 

Saving For Spring Break
Staff Writer

By Corine Walker

With spring break approaching, 
thousands, if not millions, of college 
students will be preparing their plans for 
a week with friends, parties, and maybe 
even some travel. It is important to stay 
safe during travels, and to also have as 
much fun as possible.  From road trips, 
to vacations abroad, and even nights 
out at home, there are always ways to 
keep yourself safe from possible danger. 

If you plan on driving great lengths, 
first remember to always wear a seat-
belt.  It is also important to rotate drivers 
throughout the trip, in order to make 
sure no one falls asleep behind the 
wheel.  Make sure everyone who plans 
on driving has a valid license, and a 
registration paper is in the car. Checking 
the oil and other fluids and tempera-
tures of the car is crucial as well, not 
just before departing, but several times 
throughout and after the trip. Last but 
not least, do not drink and drive. Doing 
so can injure and kill not only people 
you’re with, but strangers as well. 

Hotel rentals are often part of spring 
break plans. It is always important to 
know your surroundings in such an 
environment. This includes knowing 
the location of fire escapes and stair-
wells, as well as knowing emergency 
procedures and contact information. is 
easier to rob a first floor room, than a 
higher level room. 

Travelling to a new country is con-
sidered the quintessential college spring 
break. Whether it’s a city like Cancun, 
or a cruise through several different is-
lands, it is always important to be aware 
of your surroundings. Also, make plans 
to book a passport in advanced, as it 
takes time for government documents to 
be processed. Make sure to tag luggage 
with recognizable designs or tickets 
because it can be easy to lose luggage, 
or even switch bags with someone else.  
When visiting a new country, make sure 
to leave flashy or expensive items at 
home, just to be safe.  Before leaving, it 
is always a good idea to look for travel 
warnings issued through the Bureau of 
Consular Affairs. 

There are two types of notifications. 
A warning suggests not travelling to 
the specific country until further no-
tice. This could be due to terrorism or 

civil unrest. The second notification is a 
travel alert. This means citizens should 
not travel to the country in the near fu-
ture. This is usually due to protesting, 
disease, or a political transition. 

Cruises, although off land, also have 
a set of rules and general guidelines. 
When boarding, pay attention to the 
safety lecture. This will cover a lifeboat 
drill and other safety instructions. These 
drills will also teach vacationers how 
to fasten a life jacket. While exploring, 
look for exits and fire escapes. It also 
helps to avoid slippery shoes or bare 
feet on the deck of the ship, as it is usu-
ally wet. 

Lastly, when travelling abroad, 
make sure to follow each country’s 
laws and regulations, as you are usually 
subject to fines and punishments. Also, 
carry a valid ID at all times. 

Another common part of a college 
spring break is alcohol consumption. 
Safety tips for drinking are never end-
ing. Always remember to pace yourself, 
and know your limits. According to the 
University of Wisconsin, 75 percent 
of males and 43 percent of females 
reported being drunk on a daily basis 
through their spring break experiences. 
When drinking on a beach, remember 
that sun exposure and high temperatures 
can maximize the effects of alcohol, 
making it easier to feel drunk. Hot tubs 
also cause the same effects. The hot 
water can dilate blood vessels and lower 
blood pressure, making it easier to faint 
and possibly drown.  Being intoxicated 
can make it possible for a drinker to not 
notice these symptoms. 

Sometimes, spring break isn’t about 
an extravagant vacation. Some students 
may prefer to visit home or stay local 
with a group of friends. Even in this 
situation, there are safety tips that are 
often overlooked. If you decide to go 
out with a group of friends for a night, 
make sure to “go out together, and come 
home together.” Basically, make sure to 
use a buddy system. Make sure to keep 
an eye on friends, especially if you are 
in an unfamiliar location. 

If drinking, look out for predatory 
drugs, or dangerous people and situa-
tions. It can be easy for someone to slip a 
drug into your drink in a crowded bar or 
party. If visiting the ATM, go in groups 
in a well-lit area, and if possible, during 
daylight hours.

Spring break can be one of the most 
memorable times for a college student. 
Whether it’s a vacation, or a week at 
home with friends, always remember 
these crucial safety tips to stay as safe 
as possible. It can be easy to forget them 
with the different activities going on 
around you. 

places to visit; Disney World also being 
one of them.

   Virginia Beach is the most popu-
lar city in Virginia and the 39th  most 
populous city in the United States. No 
wonder it’s a must visit spot during 
spring break. It has great weather, and 
great views. During the spring, Virginia 
Beach temperature averages any where 
form 60 degrees to 80 degrees. 

Las Vegas, the gambling capital of 
the world, is also a must visit, not only 
for good weather and scenery but to 
also make, or possible lose money. But 
remember, what happens in Vegas, stays 
there. Las Vegas spring weather average 
is from 70 to 88 degrees, so if you lose 
your money, it can be a little easier “look 
on the bright side.”

  For college students, spring break 
is the time to let loose and forget about 
all school related worries. If you are 
planning on going to a sunny atmo-
sphere for spring break, remember to 
use sunscreen to protect your skin to 
prevent any illnesses. And don’t forget 
to have fun!

Important Information for 
a Safe Spring Break

pay for lunch out of pocket, while those 
who live on campus have meal plans. If 
you have a friend who is willing to give 
you a meal credit you will save nearly 
12 dollars a day.

Instead of going out every weekend 
with friends, you can have get togethers 
where everyone just chips in a certain 
amount for food and drinks.

If you have a job, the best way of 
saving is by saving your paychecks until 
the week before spring break. If you put 
your checks in a secure place or in your 
savings account, they will add up.

As you cut down from spending and 
doing things that do not require much 
spending, you will have enough money 
to save up for your break.



I started 
my career 

at 
Nathan 

Littauer 
Hospital

Real people
Real careers

LITTAUER
Complete healthcare information for EVERYONE at www.nlh.org

Monday, March 10th:
12:00PM- Lecture on Amish Culture in Montgomery County-C110

Tuesday, March 11th: 
12:30PM- The Church of Christ and Latter Day Saints Table- Union Lobby

Wednesday, March 12th:
Midterm Grades Due
10:00AM-Put It Where You Want It T-Shirt Design- Union Lobby

Monday, March 17th:
11:00AM- Transer Fair- Classroom Building

Friday, March 21st:
Founder’s Day- NO CLASS
6:00PM- 50th Anniversary Gala- Raider’s Den

Saturday, March 22nd:
Beginning of Spring Break

Tuesday, March 25th:
9:00AM- Western Athletic Conference- Raider’s Den

Monday, March 31st:
First Day of Fall Registration

Staff Writer
By Corine Walker
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Spring Job Fair
Wednesday, April 9th
12:00 – 3:00pm at FM

2805 St. Hwy. 67, Johnstown
The fair is open to the public and no RSVP is required.
Over 50 Local Employers Will Be On Hand!

Cosponsored by:
FMS Workforce Solutions System

Fulton Montgomery Regional Chamber of Commerce

Dress professionally and bring several 
copies of your resume.

Kevin Jones Named Coach 
of the Year

Athletics Director,  and Head Coach 
of the Women’s Raiders Basketball 
team, Kevin Jones has been The Lady 
Raiders steer for 16 years.

Kevin Jones is a former FMCC 
Raider point guard himself, who went 
on to Alfred University, where he used 
his skills and led the AU Saxtons to an 
appearance at the NCAA (National Col-
legiate Athletic Association).

Through the 16 years at FMCC, 
Jones has made many accomplishments, 
4 Region III coach of the year awards, 
2 NJCAA District Coach of the Year 
awards, 1 Basketball Coaches Asso-
ciation of New York Coach of the Year 
award in 2004 and many accomplish-
ments within the team.

Athletic Director Kevin Jones

Lady Raiders 
Basketball Team Ends 
Season on Strong Note

By Carlos Rivera
Staff Writer

The Lady Raiders, coached by 
Kevin Jones, had a great season with 
a record of 21-5 (21-3 in Division III 
competition). FM won the champion-
ship of the eight-team Mountain Valley 
Conference, but unfortunately finished 
as the runners-up in 15-team Region 3. 

They cruised into the Quarterfinal 
beating Finger Lakes Community Col-
lege 62-50 but in the Semi-Final FM 
faced Jefferson Community College 
when they won in double overtime 
during the regular season 95-84. It was 
not going to be an easy win for FM, 
preparing for Regionals a week prior 
the only two teams they were worried 
about were JCC and OCC. 

The score remained close through-
out the entire game with the score being 
72-71 with only 10.8 seconds left FM 
behind, Flowers get the ball in the left 
corner and drove the baseline with a 
lay-up, there was 7.1 seconds left and 
JCC missed the shot, Every player of 
the Lady Raiders ran onto the court for 
a team celebration. 

The next team up for the Region III 
Championship Game was Onondaga 
Community College They lost during 
the regular season at home 84-72. The 
OCC squad built a 19-9 record, and 
took control of the game by half time 
the score was 37-32, FM cut the lead by 
two in the second half, but OCC went 
back at them and extended the lead and 
they ended up winning the Champion-
ship 79-67. 

Kassandra Flowers commented on 
the season by saying, “This year we 
worked hard to be the best we can be 
as a team and as players. We went 21-5 
this season where we were conference 
champs and were also ranked 9th in the 
country. We came up short at regionals 
losing in the region III championship 
game. We came a long way from the 
first game to the last.”

Now that FM's great basketball 
season has ended, some of the players 
will take a break from basketball, while 
some will continue playing recreational 
hoops. Some will also join the softball 
team. 

All of the Lady Raiders should 
carry with them the proud memories of 
a great season.

Raider of the Month: Carlos 
Rivera

According to the FM Atheletics 
Website:

Carlos Rivera is the Raider of the 
Month for February. Head Men’s Bas-
ketball Coach Ed Collar had this to say 
about Rivera’s selection as ROM:

“Carlos is one of the classiest young 
men ever to enter the Raider program.  
He has a great attitude and a tremendous 
work ethic.  

He went from a player who played 
his way onto the team as a freshman, 
to our starting center as a sophomore.  
Carlos always has done whatever he can 
to help the team succeed.  

He is naturally more of a small for-
ward, but had to play as an undersized 
center all year. 

“Carlos is a steady contributor in a 
variety of ways.  He rebounds, scores in 
the post, steps out and shoots the three, 
and is the anchor of our zone defense.

Carlos has also been a tremendous 
role model for the youth in our com-
munity with the work he does at our 
basketball clinics.  Carlos will definitely 
be greatly missed on and off the court 
next year, as he moves on to pursue his 
four-year degree.”

Rivera’s major is in communication 
and broadcast media.
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SPORTS

Sunday, March 30th:
-1:00PM- Men’s Baseball vs. 

Clinton Community College-Home-
-1:00PM-Women’s softball vs. 

Onondaga Community College-
Away

Tuesday, March 1st:
-2:00PM-Men’s Baseball vs. 

Columbia Greene Community Col-
lege-Away

Thursday, March 3rd:
-2:00PM- Men’s Baseball vs. 

Columbia Greene Community Col-
lege-Home

-3:00PM-Women’s Softball vs. 
Broome Community College-Home

Saturday, March 5th
-1:00PM- Men’s Baseball vs. 

Mohawk Valley Community Col-
lege- Away

-1:00PM- Women’s Softball vs. 
Cayuga Community College- Home

Sports
Calendar

By Marissa Russo
Chief Editor
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LOOKING FOR THE

OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, April 27 
1 - 4 p.m.
Albany Campus

sage.edu/openhouse

RIGHT FIT?
Find it now, stress less later!

sage.edu/transfer

Luis Teran
from Suffolk Co. Community College 
to Sage, Class of 2015 (Business major)

Campuses in Albany & Troy, NY

Calculate your bottom line college cost
with Sage’s Net Price Calculator (NPC),
now customized for transfer students!

Find your program and
get the credit you deserve!

contact: Kelly Gansfuss, Transfer Admission Director  |  (518) 292-1730  |  transfer@sage.edu

Spring Baseball Preview

With spring slowly approaching, 
the FM baseball team has been prepar-
ing for the start of their 2014 season. 
Spending hours a day at practice, even 
on weekends, the dedicated players are 
more than ready for the snow to melt 
off the diamond. 

Last year, the division three team 
finished the 2013 season with a less than 
impressive record of 8 and 33. How-
ever, current players are feeling more 
optimistic about this upcoming season. 

Avery Ford, a second year pitcher, 
compared this season to last by stating 
that Coach Dave Hennessey has “re-
cruited a very talented freshman class.” 
Ford also says the pitching staff has im-
proved with the addition of new players.

William Hewitt, a first year pitcher, 
says this season will be “competitive” 
for not only the team, but opponents as 
well. He credits the effective pitching 
staff, as well as a lineup of power-
hitters, for the optimistic outlook on the 
2014 season. Hewitt also predicts that 
the FM baseball team will be “very hard 
to beat” out on the field.

Andrew Houser, a first year catcher, 
says he is most excited to play Herkimer 
Community College, because he sees 
the team as FM’s biggest competition, as 
they have “an extremely talented roster 
from top-to-bottom.” Houser also says 
he is most looking forward to team’s 
trip to Myrtle Beach over Spring Break.

Hewitt also provided kind words 
about his teammates, calling them “a big 
family, and band of brothers.” He also 
says, “We pick each other up when we 
are going through a slump. Everyone 
feels extremely close with one another, 
and everyone feels wanted.”

The first game of the season will 
take place at FM against Clinton Com-
munity College on March 30th. The 
season will run until the end of the se-
mester in early May, with the possibility 
of playoffs afterwards. 
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