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Student Achievement

The Communications 
Club meets every 
Wednesday during 

common hour in room 
N009 Come show us 

your talent!

More than 500 students will have 
graduated from FM since last May with 
about 300 expected to participate in the 
graduation ceremony at 7 p.m. Friday, 
May 16.

Students who graduate during the 
summer and at the end of the fall se-
mester are invited to participate in the 
May graduation ceremony.

On Thursday, May 15, there will 
be an Academic Achievement Awards 
Ceremony in the FM Theater.

At graduation, speaking for the 
Class of 20014 will be Casey Madsen, 
who will graduate with an A.A.S. degree 
in Radiologic Technology. She plans to 
enroll at SUNY Albany to study human 
biology (pre-med). Her goal is to be an 
interventional radiologist. 

The Keynote Speaker for the 2014 
commencement will be Congressman 
Chris Gibson. 

Gibson grew up in Columbia Coun-
ty, in the town of Kinderhook where he 
attended Ichabod Crane school.

At 17, Gibson enlisted in the New 

York National Guard and later earned 
an ROTC Commission at nearby Siena 
College. 

The first in his family to go to col-
lege, Gibson graduated magna cum 
laude with a BA in History. 

He later earned an MPA and PhD 
in Government from Cornell University 
and is the author of Securing the State, 
a book on national security decision-
making, published in 2008.

After retiring from the Army in 
2010, Gibson was elected to represent 
the 20th Congressional District and 
re-elected in 2012 to represent the 19th 
Congressional District. 

In Congress, he serves on the House 
Armed Services Committee (Subcom-
mittees: Tactical Air and Land Forces; 
Intelligence, Emerging Threats and 
Capabilities; Military Personnel), the 
House Agriculture Committee (Sub-
committees: General Farm Commodi-
ties and Risk Management; Livestock, 
Rural Development, and Credit), and the 
Republican Policy Committee.

Madsen has earned an Associate’s 
of Applied Science in Radiologic Tech-

nology. She plans to enroll at SUNY 
Albany to study human biology (pre-
med). Her goal is to be an interventional 
radiologist. 

 While at FM, Madsen has been 
active in the college community. She 
serves as the student trustee on the 
FMCC Board of Trustees. 

She is a member of the college 
academic honor society Phi Theta 
Kappa. For the last two years, she has 
been awarded Who’s Who in American 
Junior Colleges. At the Student Gov-
ernment Association meetings, she has 
been the Medical Imaging Club senator.

She was named a recipient of the 
Distinguished Student Service Award 
2014 in recognition of her service to 
the campus and community. The award 
is sponsored by FACE, the college fac-
ulty union.

 Madsen is the daughter of Bob and 
Tammy Madsen of St. Johnsville. She is 
a graduate of St. Johnsville High School.

At the Thursday, May 15, Academic 
Awards Ceremony these candidates will 
be honored for Honors Concentration 
Certificates John M. Anthony, media 

Staff Writer
By Corina Boheme

FM Will Present Diplomas to Nearly 300 Graduates

Two students, Luis Martinez and 
Greg Ruddy, have been recognized 
by the State University chancellor for 
student excellence.

Martinez served as a resident assis-

Chancellor’s Awards for Student Excellence go to Martinez, Ruddy

Greg Ruddy
Luis Martinez

tant at Campus View Student Housing 
and served as a member of the Residence 
Life Club, both this academic year. 

He has been involved with student 
activities through a number of campus 
events. He is a member of Phi Theta 
Kappa, the international academic so-
ciety for two-year colleges. 

Martinez has been recognized for 
achievements in the community for 
fund-raising for the American Cancer 
Society Breast Cancer Event. He hosted 
a food drive for the flood victims in 
Fort Plain.

 A student athlete, he played soccer 
his first year at FM.

 His plan is to transfer to a four-year 
college with an electrical engineering 
Major. 

communication; Heather L. Bowles, 
criminal justice; Joshua C. Elston, en-
gineering science; Chantal N. Intone, 
general studies; Shelly M. Johnson, 
engineering science; Levi S. Kennedy, 
engineering science; Nora D. King, 
business administration;  Luis Marti-
nez, general studies; and Nicholas W. 
Sanders, general studies.

These students will be receiving 
certificates as members of Who’s Who 
Among Students In American Junior 
Colleges: 

Pamela Sue Canary, John H. Chap-
man, III, Matthew Childs, John Conley, 
Heather Graves, Austin Lee, Casey 
Madsen, Luis Martinez, Christine 
McKenney, Lisa Montgomery, Greg-
ory Ruddy, William Shaul, David A. 
Strausser, and Jessica Tretola. 

These students will be receiving 
the F.A.C.E Scholarship Awards: for 
graduating/transfer award the students 
are Kullen Bailey and Jessica Rhode.

For the returning student award the 
students are Chantel Batuk, Jennifer 
Greco, and Sonali Kumar. 

Gregory Ruddy, of Troy, NY, is a 
general studies major. 

He will choose between SUNY Al-
bany, Suny Brockport or Northeastern 
University. 

His plans to study biology in order 

to achieve his goal of becoming a 
physical therapist. 

Ruddy is the student body resident 
(Student government Association), 
a PTK member and Captain of the 
Raiders baseball team, while filling the 
shortstop posistion.

What’s After FM?A Look at the Past 
and Future
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Quote of the Month

Got a good quote that you would 
like to see us publish? Send it to 
us at Gateway@fmcc.suny.edu

For college seniors there should be 
a week of being allowed to cry. Just 
break down and cry because you 
are scared and don’t know what’s 
next.- Billy Cosby

About 550 job seekers had to the 
opportunity to talk to more than 70 
employers at FM’s Job Fair last month.

Patricia Hladik, a job seeker from 
Gloversville, said she was “looking for 
a sales-position and found the Job Fair 
helpful” and had the opportunity to meet 
so many prospects in one location. 

Andrea Scribner, FM student affairs 
advisor, has been the person in charge 
for the last five years. Job fair has been 
running for at least 15 years and every 
year it gets bigger, she said.

The reason they hold the Job Fair 
is for students and local residents to 
come and try to get a job. They have 
to come dress looking professional and 
with a resume in hand to give to the job 
seeker, she said.

Merchant, 
Hewitt elected 
SGA Officers

SGA offices were up for election 
recently. There were no candidates 
for several posts. These will be filled 
through elections in the fall.

Elected were William Hewitt, Clif-
ton Park, president; Kadira Merchant,  
Bronx, vice president; Breanna Hira, 
Fonda, secretary.

The positions to be filled in the fall 
are student trustee, treasurer, sophomore 
and freshman senators.

This year’s Service Learning Proj-
ect  for the Radiologic Class was “Disas-
ter and Trauma” In addition to in class 
assignments, a group of sophomore 
students and MISA Club met in Ft. Plain 
to “mud out” homes and businesses.

Other students compiled emergency 
preparedness kits and distributed them 
to the public at the Palatine Bridge Price 
Chopper. 

A third group of students created a 
video addressing on-campus “Shelter in 
Place vs. Seek Shelter”.  

The students also raised $500 which 
was donated to the Ft. Plain Disaster 
Relief Fund.

FM Rad Tech students also taught at 
a state meeting. They attended the New 
York State Society for the Radiologic 
Sciences meeting held in Corning and 
were invited to participate in the ARRT 
registry review sessions. Students chose 
an innovative teaching style, providing 
“stations of learning” for their portion 
of the review.

Radiologic Technology Students 
Give Back to the Community

The students conducted the review 
sessions for the physics equipment and 
instrumentation section of the review. 
The review was attended by 86 students 
from radiology programs statewide.

Staff Writer
By Carlos Rivera

Job Fair 
Attracts 500 
Job Seekers

FM President Looks at Year Past, Year Ahead

By Marissa Russo
Chief Editor

During 2013-2014 academic year 
over 100 FM students joined Phi Theta 
Kappa – a record high both in the num-
ber of new members and for percentage 
of eligible students participating, ac-
cording to advisor Mike Daley.

Phi Theta Kappa is the official inter-
national honor society of two-year col-
leges. FM’s chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, 
Alpha Alpha Upsilon, was founded in 
1975. 

To be eligible students must have 
completed at least twelve credit hours 
at FM and have obtained a minimum of 
a 3.50 cumulative grade point average. 

The chapter was successful in 
meeting the hallmarks of scholarship, 
leadership and service on a number of 
different projects this year. 

Members continued to promote the 
reuse and recycling of books through 
Better World Books. Recognizing the 

importance of education, chapter mem-
bers lead a campaign at FM to encourage 
students to complete their college goals 
as part of the nationwide Community 
College Completion Corps and estab-
lished a scholarship to assist students in 
paying for graduation regalia.  

PTK adopted two local families 
during the holiday season and solicited 
donations for a local nursery school to 
aid in the access of educational material.

Phi Theta Kappa remains active on 
the commencement speaker committee 
and serves as marshals for FM’s Com-
mencement. 

For its efforts, Alpha Alpha Upsilon 
was recognized as a four-star chapter by 
Phi Theta Kappa. 

The 2014-2015 International Hon-
ors Study Topic is: Frontiers and the 
Spirit of Exploration.

National Honor Society 
Serves College, Community

The ASL (American Sign Lan-
guage) Club presented a $150 scholar-
ship to club president and deaf student, 
Jacob Veeder. 

The club sponsored the ASL com-
edy show “S.E.E. Me Fail!” featuring 
Windell “Wink” Smith, Jr.

Smith is a CODA or child of a deaf 
adult; both of his parents are deaf. He 
learned sign language story telling from 
his parents, which lead him to go around 
and share his story about growing up in 
a deaf household. 

He wanted the audience to gain 
a perspective of the Deaf community 
and see what many CODAs go through 
growing up. To not leave anyone out, 
there was a voice interpreter for those 
who are ‘sign impaired’ hearing people. 

During the show, the ASL Club 
performed an opening act hand signing 
the popular song, Fire Flies by Owl City 
while accompanied with black lights. 
The students wore black outfits with 
white gloves that glowed, showing their 
signing hands.

“Just seeing the Deaf community to-
gether for this show was a priceless en-
deavor for our club,” Cheryl Schiemer, 
said. About 75 members of the Deal 
community attended.

The ASL Club mission is to serve 
the deaf so that people who are able to 

hear can realize that people who are deaf 
only cannot hear, but they are capable 
of a lot more than people think. 

The ASL Club is one of the most 
active clubs in FM right now. The first 
Friday of every month Schiemer and 
the club hold “Deaf Chats” at the Senior 
Center in Johnstown.  

“We have a coffee meet and greet 
once a month from 6 to 9 p.m. and any-
one is welcome,” Schiemer said.

ASL Club Increases Awareness 
of the Deaf Community

By Corine Walker
Staff Writer

Three students have received $100 
each in recognition of their service to 
the campus and community.

The recipients of the Distinguished 
Student Service Award are Casey 
Madsen, Katerin Suero and Grace Ru-
tagengwa.

The award is presented by the Ful-
mont Association of College Educators.

Three Receive 
Distinguished 
Service Award

President Dustin Swanger ad-
dressed the largest campus news and 
highlights of the 2013-2014 school year, 
while also looking ahead to even larger 
plans for next year. The next school year 
will have new academic programs and 
technology upgrades in store for new 
and returning students.

 As for this year, Swanger reflected 
on past events such as FM’s 50th An-
niversary Gala. The gala was held on 
March 21st, 2014, in Raider’s Den. The 
event was in honor of the college’s 50th 
anniversary. Swanger also noted that 

this was not only the FM community’s 
biggest accomplishment of the year, but 
also his most memorable moment for 
himself as well. The event featured a 
night of live music and a seated dinner, 
with about 320 in attendance.

Another memorable moment for 
President Swanger was the completion 
of the first Smart Scholars program. The 
program, which is funded by Bill and 
Melinda Gates, gives college-capable 
high school students a chance to experi-
ence college for themselves. Amsterdam 
High School had up to 12 students who 
participated in the program at FM. 

This class, was the first to finish 
the program, starting in ninth grade, 
and planning to graduate high school 
in June. The students will graduate with 
24 through 30 college credits. President 
Swanger was proud of the students, and 
was impressed by the groups’ Founder’s 
Day presentation.

This academic year also saw a two 

percent enrollment increase, while 
surrounding sister colleges often saw 
enrollment decreases. This year also 
marks the first full year of the Health 
Studies program on campus. Lastly, 
the SGA recently announced that they 
have approved furniture additions in the 
library for the upcoming year.

With the annual graduation cer-
emony approaching, President Swanger 
stated that Representative Chris Gibson 
will be the ceremonial speaker. Swanger 
praised Gibson for his “dedication to 
students”, by saying that throughout 
Gibson’s tour of FM he stopped to talk 
to several students. Graduation will be 
held May 16th. 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in 
Raider’s Den.

As for the year ahead, President 
Swanger said that next year will most 
likely be a “planning year”. Not only 
will students see an upgrade in tech-
nology and wireless systems, but the 
college is also working on the addition 

of an HVAC program. Swanger said 
the program was a great idea due to the 
high demand for such work. The col-
lege is also continuing plans to move 
the school’s bookstore from the lower 
level of the college union building to 
the first floor. 

Lastly, Swanger addressed the 
plans for the upcoming College Town. 
Students have heard several different 
plans for the college town, and what 
it entails. The college has recently 
purchased about 150 acres on Bendick 
Corners Road, across from Campus 
View Housing. 

This new land will be used for 
more dorms, and even open market 
apartments. Restaurants and other en-
tertainment facilities will also be built. 
President Swanger is also hopeful for 
an off-leash dog park to be incorporated 
into the new College Town. 

The “town” is planned to be opened 
by Fall 2016.
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What’s After FM
Francie Ortiz, Oneonta, Theater major 
will attend SUNY Oswego.

Career Goal: professional musi-
cian

FM Activities: I was in the Student 
Activities Board my first semester, 
Musicians Club my first year. I have 
been in the Foggy Mountain players 
for two years. I also was in the last 
two fall shows and the 2014 Vagina 
Monologues.

Jordan Lincourt, Johnstown, Media 
Communication major will attend St. 
Rose. 

Career Goal: work for the NBA
FM Remembrance: a fun time 

with great opportunities
FM Activities: vice president of the 

Communications Club.

Katerin Suero, Johnstown, Graphic  
Design and sales and marketing will 
attend SUNY Plattsburgh.

Career Goal: graphic designer
FM Remembrance: I will remem-

ber my time at FMCC as one of the 
most important experiences in my life. 
I got involved in many activities and 
those experiences (that I had) through 
my two years as a student are the times 
that I will always remember.

FM Activities: I am president of 
the Residence Life Club, resident assis-
tant at Campus View. I played midfield 
for the FM soccer team. I am also an 
intern for graphic design and marketing 
at Chartwells. I am a recipient of the 
Distinguished Service Award.

Avery Ford, Fairfield, Conn., General 
Studies will transfer to Southern Ver-
mont College.

Career Goal: police officer
FM remembrance: Good experi-

ence, learned a lot.
FM Activities: I played baseball 

for two years.
Greg Kirk, Fultonville, Graphic Com-
munications and sales marketing. 

Career Goal: Get a good paying 
job so I don’t have to live at home with 
my parents.

FM Remembrance: Sitting in the 
graphics lab working on the computer 
to get my assignments done with the 
other students and making new friends.

Jessica Denora, Gilboa, Business ma-
jor, going back home.

Career Goal: Save money, open a 
pet grooming shop.

FM Remembrance: I enjoyed the 
small class groups and how helpful the 
teachers are.

FM Activities: Musicians Club my 
first semester

Rachel Trojan, Scotia, Business major, 
working as a full-time manager at a 
retail shoe stores.

Career Goal: Continue on in man-
agement experience. 

FM Remembrance: Enlightening, 
beneficial to knowledge of laws pertain-
ing to business. Better understanding of 
the economy as a whole as well as the 
local economy. Expanded understand-
ing of how to better manage employees.

Kohei Harada, Japan, General Stud-
ies major will attend Stony Brook 
University.

Career Goal: to be an author of a 
Magazine

FM Remembrance: I remember 
how nervous I was in the first class. 
When I took the first class I couldn’t 
keep up with what the professor was 
saying. It was actually my first college 
class in my life, but it could be really 
fun with my friend.

FM Activities: I belong to FM 
Raiders soccer I had many friends there 
and had fun. I was a starting player on 
the team. So I was really happy for that.

Matthew Tambasco, Fonda, 
Accounting major, will attend Suny 
Oswego

Career Goal: to be an accounting 
partner in a firm

FM Remembrance: I will remem-
ber my time at FMCC like a fun way 
to get to know people from different 
countries

Joel S. Castillo, Manhattan, Health 
Phys Ed major; looking to transfer.

Career Goal: registered dietitian 
FM Remembrance: The great 

friends I made. And also I will remem-
ber it as a place where I finally had an 
encounter with reality 

FM Activities: Baseball Spring 
(2012) and Trio Leader

Corina Boehme, Broadalbin, Media 
Communication major who is trying 
to get an internship then eventually a 
full-time job.

Career Goal: To work for either 
Good Morning America or a radio sta-
tion

FM Remembrance: I will remem-
ber my time here by the classes I took 
and the struggles I overcame to succeed. 
The friends that I made and the experi-
ences I had. 

Diamond Quiles, Harlem, liberal arts 
major transferring to a school in NYC.

Career Goal: guidance counselor, 
teacher, advisor  

FM Remembrance: I will remem-
ber FMCC as a transitional period. I will 
remember meeting wonderful people 
such as my roommates. 

FM Activities: Think Peace Club

Perdita Sasu, Bronx
Career Goal: news anchor/radio 

host 
FM Remembrance: my first col-

lege experience 
FM Activities: the Communica-

tions Club 

Michael Szesnat III, Broadalbin, 
Graphic Communications major, look 
for a job, possibility of more school

Career Goal: become comfortable 
financially, be happy in my job

FM Remembrance: great con-
nections with teachers, met great new 
friends

The Student Nurses Association 
held a blood pressure screening at the 
Fulton Montgomery County Health fair, 
as well as hosting a blood drive for the 
American Red Cross.  

SNA volunteers participated in the 
Hospice and March of Dimes walks 
on campus. The SNA collected non-
perishable food items for the Ful-Mont 
Community Action Agency. 

Jordan Kennedy, a SNA officer, 
did a presentation on his missionary 
medical work in Africa, Afghanistan, 
and Thailand. 

The club held a collection for the 
Domestic Violence houses for women 
and children in need. SNA also hosted 
a presentation on Amish culture to pro-
mote understanding of culture diversity. 

SNA Volunteers 
Provide Aid to 
Others 

More than 50 club members enjoyed 
a bus trip to Boston in the fall.  

The club raised money through an 
international coffee and tea fund raiser 
to donate to victims of the typhoon in 
the Philippines.  

Many of club members were busy 
planning for the Cultural Affairs Night 
to showcase and share their cultures.  

Members also worked on the cam-
pus Civility Quilt, contributing a large 
number of the squares for the college 
project. The club is planning another 
Boston trip.

Students of the 
World Club Had 
Busy Year

Visual Comm 
student wins award

Ashley Smith won a $50 honorable 
mention award at the Student Photog-
raphy Show at the Photocenter in Troy.

Hannah Spath, Rennsselaer, NY
Early Childhood major; Transfer-

ring to SUNY Courtland to obtain 
Bachelor’s Degree

Career Goal: I plan on earning my 
Master’s in pseech Therapy to become 
a speech therapist

FM Remembrance: My favorite 
memory of FM was the foam party on 
the quad last spring (Spring 2013)
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Thursday, May 1st:
-2 p.m. Raiders vs. SUNY Ad-

irondack-Home-Double Header

-3 p.m. Lady Raiders vs. Tomp-
kins Cortland-Home-Double header

Saturday, May 3rd:
-2 p.m. Raiders vs. Clinton 

Community College-Away-Double 
Header

-1 p.m. Lady Raiders vs. Her-
kimer-Away-Double Header

Sunday, May 4th:
-1 p.m. Raiders vs. Clinton 

Community College-Home-Double 
Header

Tuesday, May 6th
-2 p.m.- Raiders vs. Columbia 

Greene-Home-Double Header

Sports
Calendar Gateway
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LOOKING FOR THE

INFO SESSION

Wednesday, June 4 
5 - 7 p.m.
Albany Campus

sage.edu/infosession

RIGHT FIT?
Find it now, stress less later!

sage.edu/transfer

Campuses in Albany and Troy, NY

Calculate your bottom line college cost
with Sage’s Net Price Calculator (NPC),
now customized for transfer students!

Find your program and
get the credit you deserve!

contact: Kelly Gansfuss, Director of Transfer Admission  |  (518) 292-1730  |  transfer@sage.edu

Lady Raiders Win Over 
North Country 

According to the FM Athletics 
Website:

 FMCC swept both games of a 
doubleheader with the Saints of North 
Country CC on Sunday afternoon. The 
Lady Raiders won by the scores of 
9-0 (5 inn) and 9-4 (7 inn). Freshman 
pitcher Alyssa Palmateer set the tone for 
the day by stifling the Saints’ batters. 
Palmateer limited the visitors to just 
one hit in Game One.

The game began, and Palmateer 
induced the first two Saints batters to 
hit grounders that were played routinely 
to first base by second baseman Court-
ney Putnam and shortstop Stephanie 
Rice.  

The third Saint blooped a single into 
shallow left field. That short single was 
the only hit in the game by the North 
Country batters.

FM did not score in their half of the 
first. Brittany Keator and Alix Leo both 
hit line drives that were caught.

Palmateer pitched with plenty of 
poise in the second inning. She fell be-
hind the leadoff batter 3-0 and behind 
the third batter 2-0, but battled back 
and struck out both of those Saints. The 

inning ended with Putnam going back 
into short right field to catch a popup.

Rice led off the second inning with 
a solid single to left. Rebekah Reichard 
advanced the runner. Rice went to third 
base on a wild pitch and then scored 
on Cori Manson’s sacrifice bunt. FM 
led 1-0.

The game moved along quickly. 
Alix Leo led off the FM fourth with 
a walk. Rice smacked a hard single.  
Manson singled in FM’s second and 
third runs.

FM enjoyed a six-run fifth inning 
that ended the game via the run rule. The 
Lady Raiders won 9-0. Ally Ostrander 
and Stephanie Rice both had doubles in 
the inning. Reichard and Manson had 
singles. Leo and Palmateer drew walks. 

Kelsey Taber stroked a fly ball that 
the Saints’ right fielder could not catch, 
allowing the final two runs to cross the 
plate.

The Lady Raiders won the game. 
Pitcher Palmateer won her second game 


