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College, careers ahead for Class of 2015

Ashley Ostrander
by Winnie Blackwood

Graduating this semester is Ashley 
Ostrander. Her major is Human Services 
and she plans to transfer to a four-year 
school to obtain a bachelor’s degree in 
Social Work.

The Fort Plain resident intends to 
become a mental health social worker.

Ostrander is a member of Phi Theta 
Kappa and the National Honor Society 
of Leadership and Success, and presi-
dent of the Community Outreach Club.

She will remember both her friends 
and professors.

 Ostrander will use the techniques 
obtained in her classes to help aid in 
her future endeavours and educational 
career. 

“I will also remember my great 
study abroad trip that I got to experi-
ence this spring, where we traveled to 
Belize,” Ostrander said.

This experience helped Ostrander to 
expand both her cultural and educational 
horizons.

Marquis Edwards
by Winnie Blackwood

Marquis Edwards, two year FM 
Raiders basketball player and captain, 
will be graduating at the end of this 
semester. 

Edwards will receive his associate’s 
degree in Sports Recreation and plans 
to attend a four-year university, as well 
as obtaining a master’s degree.

During his time at FM, Edwards 
was a resident assistant, a member of 
the Peace Club and the Sustainability 
Committee, and a judge for Battle of 
the Chef. 

The Bronx resident was also a 
“Raider of the Month” in January.

Edwards said that he will remember 
walking in negative degree weather to 
get to his classes, eating a wrap or salad 
during common hour, and the staff and 
students that welcomed him. 

“It was a wonderful two years here 
at FM,” he said.

Jessica Woney
by Tyrone Davis

Jessica Woney, Bronx, is a sopho-
more at FM who will graduate in May.

Woney is a Liberal Arts major and  
plans on transferring to a four-year 
SUNY school to receive her bache-
lor's. Her career goal is to become a 
kindergarten teacher. She loves kids 
and enjoys helping and teaching them 
new things.

Woney also played for the women's 
basketball team for the two years that 
she was eligible and during that time, 
she helped lead the Lady Raiders to the 
playoffs twice.

Woney will remember her time at 
FM as a fun experience with ups and 
downs. She struggled both in the class-
room and the court, her freshman year. 
At the end of her second year, after an 
improved season, she was named to the 
All Mountain Valley Second Team All 
Conference. 

With that accolade and also gradu-
ating on time, Woney will remember her 
time here at FM as successful.

 Aaron Morton, Staten Island, who 
is majoring in Communications and 
Broadcasting Media, will be graduating 
in May. 

Morton plans on attending another 
school in the spring of 2016, but he is 
undetermined as to which school. 

His goal is to have a career that he 
truly enjoys, where he wants to be ev-
eryday. Morton is unsure as to what that 
may be, but he wants a position where 
he’s important. 

He said his days at FM were life 
changing. “There was a lesson learned 
everyday,” Morton said.

Morton played basketball for FM 
during the 2011-2012 and 2012-2013 
seasons. Playing basketball is a memory 
that he will cherish.

“Being on the court, during games 
and practice, helped me build a strong 
bond with many people I call my friends 
today,” Morton said.

Aaron Morton
by Isaiah Bermudez

Austin Joseph Kadle, of Glovers-
ville, who is a major in Fine Arts, will 
transfer to SUNY New Paltz for either 
Art Education or Art Therapy. 

Kadle will remember the many 
hours he poured blood, sweat and tears 
into his work.

He was also apart of the Student 
Art Guild and Society for the Study of 
Modern Visual Culture.

Austin Joseph Kadle
by Catherine Hladik

Tyler Schrader, of Johnstown, 
will graduate at the end of the spring 
semester. 

Schrader is a majors in Fine Arts 
and is transferring to SUNY Purchase.

 He said his career goal is to “be-
come as successful as possible and to 
be known nationwide.”

The young artist described his time 
at FM as wonderful and a place “where 
friends and great accomplishments 
were made.”

Schrader was also apart of the 
Student Art Guild and a member of 
the Raider’s soccer team.

Korlena VanNostrand, a major in 
Fine Art, will graduate at the end of the 
semester.

The Johnstown resident is transfer-
ring to Rochester Institute of Technol-
ogy, and plans on becoming a profes-
sional illustrator.

VanNostrand said she will remem-
ber all the people she met at FM, and 
“Austin being a little jerk in every 
class.”

VanNostrand was also apart of the 
Student Art Guild.

Korlena VanNostrand
by Catherine Hladik

The Communications 
Club meets every 
Wednesday during 

common hour in room 
N009 Come show us 

your talent!

Tyler Schrader
by Catherine Hladik

Logan Rowe, of Gloversville, will 
graduate at the end of the spring semes-
ter, and is a General Studies major. 

Rowe plans on transferring to an-
other college and is aiming to become 
a theater or history teacher. 

She said will remember the great 
friends she made and the inspiration she 
found while attending FM.

Rowe was apart of various FM 
Productions including “Vinegar Tom,” 
“Big Love” and “Bat Boy,” along with 
being the president of the Foggy Moun-
tain Players.

Logan Rowe
by Catherine Hladik

For more graduation stories go to 
page 3
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SUNY Chancellor Nancy Zimpher 
has announced two Fulton-Montgom-
ery Community College students as 
recipients for the Chancellor’s Award 
for Student Excellence; Sonali Kumar 
and Leanne Mercadante.

According to an FM press release, 
Sonali Kumar served as Student Gov-
ernment Association Treasurer, Peer 
Tutor Club Treasurer and Club Senator, 
and the Student Representative on the 
Fulmont College Association Board of 
Directors. She received the Fulmont 
Association of College Educators 
Scholarship.

Leanne Mercadante served as Stu-
dent Government Association Senator 
for the Graphic Arts and Photography 
Club and the Club’s Vice President. 
She created graphic designs for many 
clubs and functions on campus and her 
artwork was selected for display in the 
Spring 2014 Student Art Show. Mercan-
dante also developed and operates her 
own small freelance design business.

“I am incredibly proud of Leanne 
and Sonali’s accomplishments, and I 
congratulate them on being named this 
year’s Chancellor’s Award recipients,” 
says College President Dr. Dustin 
Swanger.

The Chancellor’s Award for Student 
Excellence acknowledges students who 
have best demonstrated, and been rec-
ognized for, the integration of academic 
excellence with other aspects of their 
lives, which may include leadership, 
campus involvement, community 
service, creative or performing arts, 
athletics, and career achievement.

FM will add two new one-year Cer-
tificate programs and a new Associate in 
Applied Science degree for the fall 2015 
semester, according to FM’s Dean of 
Academic Affairs Diane Putnam.

 Physical Education and Sports 
Management will be the latest AAS 
offered to FM students, while Heating, 
Ventilation, Air Conditioning, and Re-
frigeration Technology and Automation 
Systems/Mechatronics are the new 
Certificate programs. 

The Mechatronics program, a 
redevelopment of another one year 
Certificate for Electronics, is an ave-
nue for students to obtain their AAS in 
Electrical Technology or an entry level 
position, Putnam said.     

She said this one-year Certificate 
was created because of GlobalFound-
ries, who participates in FM’s  advisory 
boards, and SUNY’s Trade Adjustment 
Assistance Community College and 
Career Training Grant.  

FM’s participation with the TA-
ACCCT Grant led them to identify that 

by Winnie Blackwood

Kumar, Mercandante receive 
Chancellor’s Award for Student Excellence

Photo by Amy Radik, FMCC
Two FM students, Sonali Kumar and Leanne Mercandante, recently received the Chancellor’s Award for Student Excellence. From 
left are Kumar; Jane Kelley, vice president for student affairs, and Mercandante.

both GlobalFoundries and local and 
regional industries were interested in 
FM’s Mechatronics equipment. They 
also wanted a program that would focus 
on Automation, according to Putnam.   

“For the most part it was almost 
like a SUNY-wide initiative. Anyone 
who held that TAACCCT Grant in this 
region were looking at developing this 
curriculum, so that we would address 
industries needs,” Putnam said .

Representatives of the Automation 
industry also visited the campus through 
Developing a Curriculum to discuss 
their need for employees. Through 
this process, FM is able to see industry 
trends and their demand for workers. 

Facilitator Sally James is the one 
who drives the DACUM process by 
asking questions and discussing skill 
and knowledge sets that will be needed 
for a program, according to Putnam. 
This phase, curriculum development, 
will lead to program development.

“So, for the most part a lot of our 
curriculum, most of our curriculum 

changes are driven by industry and the 
area. What the industry trends are, and 
we have that DACUM process to tell us 
that,” Putnam said .

She said the HVAC/R certificate 
was developed because of a DACUM 
process, also. With many retiring in the 
industry and an advancement in technol-
ogy the demand is high for employees 
in this field.

According to the DACUM process, 
it takes an extensive amount of time to 
train someone for this line of work. The 
Certificate will provide a foundation for 
students, and help meet the demand for 
employees. 

Once hired, students will be men-
tored for a period of time by a techni-
cian, before they venture out on their 
own. 

 FM’s Health, Physical Education, 
and Recreation program has developed 
into the Physical Education and Sports 
Management degree. The decision 
to create the AAS degree came from 
HPER’s six-year SUNY review process, 

where faculty members researched 
other SUNY programs and trends, said 
Putnam. Through this they determined 
that the popularity of Sports Manage-
ment is rising.

“Also for each program review, a 
site visit occurs, where there’s a couple 
of representatives from other two-year 
SUNY colleges come to campus, and 
they take a look at our report for our 
program,” said Putnam.

This feed also led FM to see an 
interest in Sports Management.       

Adjunct faculty will teach the 
specialized piece, she said, while the 
Physical Education part of the degree 
will be taught by HPER staff. Jeremy 
Spraggs and Roger Young, FM’s current 
Electrical Technology professors, will 
teach courses for the Mechatronics 
program, along with HFM BOCES’s 
Engineering Technology instructor, 
Zachary Carrico, potentially.

Putnam is working with an adjunct 
faculty member with industry experi-
ence to educate those in the HVAC/R 
program. 

Sports, HVAC, automation are new program being offered by FM
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Bachelor of
Business Administration

by Winnie Blackwood
Brad Scott of Gloversville will 

graduate from FM with an Associate 
in Applied Science degree in Human 
Services this semester.

Scott plans to work part time, while 
attending Empire State College. 

His career goal is to obtain his mas-
ter’s degree and “work for a committed 
agency working towards the greater 
good.”

During his time at FM, Scott was 
treasurer of the Improv Comedy Club 
and tutor for Human Services classes. 

He also raised money for the 
Mental Health Association and do-
mestic violence awareness programs 
through a bake sale for the “Vagina 
Monologues” in 2014.

“I will remember FM as the 
driving force of change in my life,” 
Scott said. 

Scott credits his friends, profes-
sors and other faculty members for 
the man that he is today.
“People fear change, when we 
should embrace it.”-Brad Scott

Crystal Phinn, Bronx, is majoring 
in Digital Communications and Trans-
media, and will be graduating at the 
end of the spring semester.

She is transferring to Rochester 
Institute of Technology, and wants to 
become an Art Director for either a 
magazine or museum. 

Phinn said that FM is the second 
college she’s attended, because her 
first experience was awful. 

“Everything changed for me 
when I attended this school, even 
though sometimes your motivation 
gets sucked away. A lot of good things 
happened to me here,” Phinn said. 

Becoming a Resident Assistant, 
meeting friends and finding an extra 
family with her staff are some of those 
happenstances. 

Phinn is glad she decided to at-
tend FM before a four-year school, 
because she probably wouldn’t have 
survived right out of high school. 

by Aaron Morton

Timothy Everhardt, a Communi-
cations and Broadcast Media major, 
will graduate at the end of the spring 
semester. 

The Amsterdam resident is transfer-
ring to SUNY Plattsburgh to continue 
in the Communications industry, and 
would like to obtain a job in the radio 
business.

Everhardt is confident about his 
future because of FM.

The soon-to-be graduate said he will 
remember all of the Communication 
Club meetings he went to at FM, where 
Everhardt was a staff writer for FM’s 
The Gateway and vice president.

Timothy Everhardt
by Matt Metzger

Ayumi Shibata, a transfer student 
from Tokyo, Japan, who currently lives 
in Amsterdam, will graduate at the end 
of the spring semester. 

Shibata is a Liberal Arts Science 
major and is planning to study Neuro-
science at SUNY Binghamton. 

She said she will remember all the 
opportunities and new interests she 
found while attending FM.

Shibata was a Math and Physics 
tutor and a Resident Assistant for the 
International Student Dorms, as well 
as a member of the Student Art Guild.

Whitney Martuscello, majoring in 
Human Services, will be graduating at 
the end of the spring semester. 

The Fonda resident plans to attend 
either the College of Saint Rose or the 
University at Albany for Social Work. 
Martuscello would like to become a so-
cial worker who works with adolescents 
with who self-harm and/or have eating 
disorders.

The student ambassador was ac-
tively involved in Phi Theta Kappa, 
Community Outreach club and the 
National Society of Leadership and 
Success. 

Martuscello said that FM was a 
great start to college, as well as a suc-
cessful and busy time.

by Winnie Blackwood 

Ayasia Hopkins, a member of FM’s 
graduating class of 2015, is a General 
Studies major, who plans to transfer to 
a four-year school.\

Even though Hopkins does not 
know which college she wants to attend, 
she has applied to SUNY Oneonta, 
Oswego, and Canton. Although she is 
undecided as to her career, the graduate 
intends to focus in the field of zoology.

Hopkins is also a member of the 
Hands for Animals club, which also 
has helped her gain experience for her 
future career choice. She also took part 
in community service works through 
the club. 

By being a Residential Assistant, 
Hopkins said the position forced her to 

by Leroy Jones

Graduation Stories (continued from page 1)
Whitney Martuscello develop time management skills in order 

to handle classes and other activities, as 
well as leadership skills. 

She said, “I will remember my time 
through the connections I’ve made. 
Coming out of my shell and meeting a 
lot of great staff and peers. Living on 
dorms it becomes more than friends 
but a family.”

Ayasia Hopkins

Brad Scott

Crystal Phinn

Ayumi Shibata
by Catherine Hladik
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FM is ready to move forward with 
this year’s capital project, but Mont-
gomery County has yet to approve.

Swanger said, “We are doing dif-
ferent capital projects that were previ-
ously approved in the counties’ budget 
processes.”

 The $2.3 million Student Union 
Improvement Project will include a new 
addition onto the College Union Build-
ing, while moving the FM’s bookstore 
into the new addition. 

The project will be payed for 
through Fulmont College Association 
and state fund.

FM’s American Sign Language club 
sponsored their annual Deaf comedy 
show in the College Theater, with this 
year’s  production “SuperDeafy Com-
edy Show”  featuring John Maucere, 
Deaf artist, comedian, and actor, Satur-
day, April 4.

Maucere’s show centered around 
both Deaf culture and the oppression 
that comes with it, while still joking 
about it. As third generation of a Deaf 
family, Maucere has a first-hand expe-
rience of what it is like to grow up as a 
Deaf individual.

“I like to see people laughing about 
it, so we have a good time with it,” 
Maucere said. 

Being able to see the audience’s 
reactions and their facial expressions 
during his comedy routine is something 
that the comedian enjoys, because of it’s 
closeness to ASL.

“If you think about it, while you’re 
signing your emotions, your facial 
expression are all involved in that, and 
when I’m traveling around I really get 
to be apart of that experience,” Maucere 
said.

Along with his enjoyment of stand 
up comedy, Maucere also has a fondness 
for art and acting. This enjoyment of 
immersing oneself into a character, lead 
to the creation of SuperDeafy, the Deaf 
superhero and “No Ordinary Hero: The 
SuperDeafy Movie.” 

The film, which the ASL club 
screened in November and then again 

April 4, centers around Tony Kane, 
played by Maucere. His character is 
also a Deaf actor, who portrays Super-
Deafy. Kane needs to look beyond his 
role to inspire both himself and a Deaf 
child to believe in 
themselves.

Maucere said 
the inspiration to 
create  both  the 
character and mov-
ie, came from his 
fascination with the 
hearings’ interest in 
superheroes, such 
as Superman and 
Batman, along with 
the realization that 
there wasn’t a Deaf 
superhero.

This bothered 
Maucere, who de-
cided to create his own superhero, 
along with the help of Academy Award 
winning, Deaf actress, Marlee Matlin.

“They told me that I couldn’t do it, 
I could not have a Deaf superhero, so I 
really wanted to do this,” Maucere said.  

According to Maucere, Matlin’s 
contribution helped bring the project 
together. Maucere presented Matlin 
with the story of “No Ordinary Hero: 
A SuperDeafy Movie,”which she was 
enthusiastic about.  

The actress showed both the cameo 
and script to get people interested, as 
well as bringing the right people togeth-

As active members of FMCC’s, 
Medical Imaging Student Association, 
or MISA, the 2015-2016 school year 
has been a very productive and fulfilling 
journey. 

Through the leadership of senior rad 
tech student, Taylor Negus, MISA was 
able to maintain and provide its service 
to the college and community.

The MISA members participated 
in the Johnstown Christmas parade, 
adopted a family for Christmas, created 
a team for Relay For Life, and sent care 
packages to Dr. Tom Catena who runs a 
hospital in Sudan independently.

er to create the film, Maucere said. This 
included Deaf directors, which made the 
process easier if a common language is 
spoken. 

“I have such respect for Marlee,” 
Maucere said. 

M a u c e r e 
was also one of 
the three Deaf 
executive pro-
ducers for the 
film, the other 
two inc luded 
his brother, Paul 
Maucere,  and 
Liz Tannebaum. 

Fifteen years 
later, Maucere 
reached his goal 
and there is now 
a Deaf superhe-
ro. 

“We had so many roadblocks, so 
many doors open and close before 
us that held us back, but we just kept 
pushing forward and we knew what we 
wanted,” he said. 

Maucere is no stranger when it 
comes to overcoming adversities, an 
example for both himself and the Deaf-
World in general is Gallaudet Universi-
ty’s Deaf President Now. DPN lead to a 

Other projects at FM include replac-
ing the lighting near the quad sidewalks 
and stairs, new signage, a new master 
key system, redesigning the Physical 
Education Building, changing the me-
chanical and electrical systems, and a 
security update.

Global Village is another project 
FM is working on, which would meet 
the need for student housing, along with 
their social and cultural needs.

A date has yet to be set, as to when 
the designs will be finished, along with 
when construction will begin.

‘SuperDeafy Comedy Show’ star comes to FM    
by Winnie Blackwood

week of protests when it was announced 
that a hearing individual was appointed 
president of a school specifically made 
for the Deaf and hard of hearing, accord-
ing to Gallaudet University. Maucere 
was a student at the time.

According to the actor within the 
hour of the announcement, the students 
were ready to revolt. They knew it was 
wrong and the time had come to fix 
the injustice. Gallaudet needed a Deaf 
president. 

“Gallaudet was set up in 1964, and 
they had taught all of these Deaf students 
that they needed to be independent and 
be successful Deaf individuals, and they 
guided us. And here we have a hearing 
president, so finally it was our turn to 
have a Deaf president,” Maucere said. 

The Deaf succeeded and Dr. I King 
Jordan was appointed the first Deaf 
president of Gallaudet, according to 
Maucere and Gallaudet University. 

“It [DPN] changed everything for 
all of Deaf-Word,” Maucere said, with 
the viewpoint of Deafness now changed. 

DPN is one of Maucere’s best 
memories. 

Maucere, who also performed the 
national anthem and “America the 
Beautiful” during the 2013 Super Bowl, 
held two workshops April 4, ASL ex-
pansion and storytelling.

MISA to attend conference in fall 2015
This coming fall, the class of 2016 

MISA members are planning to attend 
the New York State Society of Radiolog-
ic Sciences conference held in Corning, 
New York. This will be an educational 
experience that will help students aca-
demically as well as providing opportu-
nities to network with other radiologic 
professionals. 

In order to financial support the 
expenses of the trip, MISA organized 
a fundraiser in the Spring of 2015. The 
fundraiser consisted of numerous bake 
sales and the selling of raffle tickets.

Renovations waiting for OK by 
county

The Annual Buck Moon Arts Festi-
val will kick off  6 p.m. Friday evening, 
July 10, in the College’s Perrella Gallery 
which will host an Alumni Art Show. 

After the art show, there will be 
a free concert by KoriSoron, Then an 
outdoor light display created by FM 
alumnus Tyler Schrader.

 Friday evening will include those 
vendors who wish to set-up and sell their 
products from 6-9 p.m. They will also 
be selling their products from 10 a.m.-6 

p.m. Saturday.
Saturday will include vendors, 

musical performances, and hands-on 
activities, and the Fenix art competition. 

The committee is still accepting 
vendors on a space-available basis.  Stu-
dent interested in showing and selling 
their artwork can to apply for free, in-
door vendor space.  The application for 
all vendors, along with further details, 
can be found on Buck Moon’s website 
at www.buckmoonartsfestival.com.  

Buck Moon Arts festival coming to FM, again


