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   Students now have to pay 9 cents 
per page for black and white and 35 
cents for color if they wish to print at 
FM. 
   The college’s new printing system, 
Wēpa (pronounced wee- pah), a 
cloud-based pay-to-print kiosk, has 
replaced the free print release desktops 
at Evans Library.
   “You can send your work from home 
and it’s there at the kiosk to print 
when you get here – without having 
to log in to a library computer,” 
Electronic Services Librarian Dan 
Towne said. 
   The new system is more secure than 
the old release stations, according to 
Towne. With the kiosks, students and 
guests log in to personalized lists of 
their documents, but Ben Martin, a 
sophomore, feels that logging in can 
be frustrating.
   “It’s slow and I’m always in a rush,” 
he said.
   The old stations, would display 
everybody’s documents on one public 
list, which led to mix-ups and lost 
files, Towne said.  With fewer errors, 
less paper is wasted, and students are 

careful because they’re paying for 
each page. 
   Darlene Burlock, a sophomore, no 
longer prints on campus. 
   “If I had to print out all my 
quantitative business work at 35 
cents a copy, I’d be broke,” she added 
concerning her 55 page project. 
   “It would be fair if we could put our 
cards in and get a certain number of 
pages for free. Depending on classes, 
like an English class could allow 30,” 
Martin remarked. 
   Anna Bayes, a second semester 
freshman was also reluctant to use 
Wēpa. 
   “I took money from my TAP and 
bought my own printer,” she said. 
   “Students were upset the first day. 
They should have told us in advance – 
like an email announcement, so we’d 
be prepared,” Bayes remarked. 
   Towne, though, said students 
seemed pleased with the efficiency of 
Wēpa, and is a matter of catching on.
   “Once we all learn it, it will be much 
easier,” he said 

by Cara Bas
Read it and “Wēpa”

   In partnership with Excelsior 
College, FM has established a dual 
admission agreement beginning in the 

spring semester. 
   Representatives from Excelsior 
College, an online institute, met 
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2+2= Instant admission to a four year college

Photo submitted. Seated from left to right: Dr. Greg Truckenmiller, Provost 
and Vice President for Academic Affairs, FM; Dr. Patrick Jones, Vice Provost, 
Excelsior College; Dr. Dustin Swanger, President, FM
Standing left to right: Shari Quinn, Academic Partnership Manager, Excelsior 
College and Andrea Scribner, Education and Career Planning Specialist, FM

See Wēpa page 2

with the FM administration over the 
summer to implement the two plus 
two contract. 
   The program is designed for 
students who attend FM and plan on 
transferring to Excelsior, according to 
Andrea Scribner, FM’s Education and 
Career Planning specialist.
   “Excelsior College is a very flexible 
college. They offer a lot of degree 
programs. They’re entirely online, and 
I think for many students it might be 
a very good fit, particularly if you’re 
a working student,” FM President Dr. 
Dustin Swanger said.
   Students will simultaneously be 
enrolled in both institutions, Scribner 
said, eliminating the additional 
application process that would have 
been initially needed. 
   Swanger said this is one of the 
reasons he prefers dual admission 
agreements, and has worked to make 
it possible at FM.
    “I think students should look at 
these two plus two opportunities, 
because it does provide a very 
clear pathway for students, and it 

also can help eliminate some of the 
bureaucracy of higher education, 
because you don’t have to reapply,” 
Swanger remarked.
   Benefits to the agreement are FM 
enrollees will have prior knowledge 
of the classes and credits they need 
at FM, and after transferring, along 
with a decrease in tuition and an 
application fee waiver.  
   Academic partnership managers will 
be on hand to help assist and guide 
students through the whole process. 
   “It’s just an awesome opportunity 
and it gets students on the right track, 
so they know right from their first 
semester exactly what’s going to 

See Excelsior page 2

Robert Chaperlane, Communications 
and Broadcast Media
Chaperlane chose FM because it is close 
to home. He has attended before and is 
pleased with FM.
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Photo by Devin O’Shaughnessy of Emily 
Towne

Why FM?

Emily Towne, General Studies
“It’s affordable and close to home. The 
deciding factors were being able to play 
softball, knowing that majority of my 
friends would be attending and that my 
parents supported my decision.” 
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Enrollment rising at FM
by James Swanger
   Enrollment is up and steadily rising 
at FM this Fall 2015 semester. 
   Laura Laporte, the Associate Dean 
of Enrollment, spoke with excitement 
about the increase in enrollment. 
   Laporte said, “We have succeeded 
our local and county goals for this 
year, we have an increase of students 
from both Montgomery and Fulton 
counties.”
   She believes that FM has been 
successful in advertising FM as a good 
place to begin higher education. 
   She said, “We offer an affordable 
path way to obtain degrees.”
   Arlene Spencer, the director of 
International Student and English 
as a Second Language program, 
was excited to discuss the rising 
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   Public libraries, such as 
Canajoharie, Little Falls and Frank J. 
Basloe Library in Herkimer charge 
more than two times as much as FM 
for all copies; and the fee for color 
copies at FM is lower than those at 
office supply stores, such as Staples 
and Office Depot.
   “The college has chosen not to make 
any profit. Wēpa allows colleges 
to charge premiums, but we do not 
charge students any more than our 
costs,” Gregg Roth, FM director of 
information technology said. “The 
college also picks up the 25 cents it 
costs for every pre-paid card.” 
   According to Roth, other New York 
colleges using it recommended Wēpa, 
and FM was one of the last to adopt a 
pay-to-print system. 
   “This was the best solution to 
cut costs. We engage in a company 
that supplies and maintains all the 
equipment,”   he said. 

transfer on to Excelsior, and they have 
somebody to work with,” Scribner 
said.
   Majors included in the program 
are Radiologic Technology, Human 
Services, Criminal Justice, Business 
Administration and Liberal Studies. 
   This is FM’s second two plus 
two agreement, the first being with 
the College of St. Rose, made last 
year. Swanger said there are several 
students already enrolled in the 
program. 
   According to a press release issued 
by FM, this is Excelsior’s first signing 
of a dual agreement. 
   “Today is a celebration for Excelsior 
as this partnership represents the first 
of its kind for us. Our mission is to 
make degree completion possible 
for all students; with this agreement, 
we will be able to make that vision 
a reality for many of our students,” 
Patrick Jones, PhD, Vice Provost for 
Excelsior College said in FM’s press 
release. 
   The option to apply to both 
institutions will be available through 
FM’s website starting November 1, 
2015.

 Wēpa cont. 
   Roth explained that the old printing 
system was more expensive to run 
and maintain. The old printers were 
leased, and maintenance was not 
all-inclusive, it was limited to a 
quota of pages, which the college 
was exceeding. Paper was also being 
wasted. 
   There are several payment options. 
Five-dollar pre-paid cards are sold 
at the Bursar’s office.  Students can 
create accounts at Wēpa’s website, 
and add funds with credit or debit 
cards. Guest accounts are also 
available through the library. 
   Credit and debit cards are accepted 
at the kiosks, but with a convenience 
fee of 40 cents per transaction. To 
help students ease in, there is already 
$1 in each account, compliments of 
Wēpa.
   In addition to the three Wēpa kiosks 
at the library, there is a one in lounge 
C105 and another at Campus View 
residence hall.

Excelsior cont.

enrollment rates of local and 
international students.
   Spencer has worked at FM for 28 
years and said,“This is the biggest 
international student enrollment I’ve 
seen in my time here at FM.”
FM has 150 International Students 
from over 31 countries all around the 
world. 
   FM welcomed students from 
countries  from Australia, Ireland, 
Pakistan, and India this year.
   Another new arrival, International 
Student Advisor Ryoko Sekiguchi is 
originally from Japan and a graduate 
of SUNY Geneseo. 
   Sekiguchi stated “I hope that 
students take the time to get to know 
the international students.”

List given by Arlene Spencer. Countries highlighted as mentioned: Albania, Australia, 
Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Bulgaria, China, Colombia, Congo, Dominican 
Republic, Equatorial Guinea, Guinea, Hong Kong, India, Ireland. Israel, Ivory Coast, 
Jamaica, Japan, Lebanon, Mexico, Mongolia, Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, South Korea, 
Sweden, Taiwan, Thailand, Turkey and Vietnam.

Alexis Berry, Nursing 
“I have to go here for a semester before I 
leave for basic training for the Air Force. 
I had to transfer back home. I came here 
because it was local.”

Photo by Winnie Blackwood of Alexis 
Berry

Why FM?

   Across the nation, colleges and 
universities are opening their doors 
to students for the fall semester; an 
increasing amount are international 
student with over a million this past 
spring.
    According to Miriam Jordan 
at the Wall Street Journal, 
“American universities are enrolling 
unprecedented numbers.” 
   While FM welcomed back students 
for its fall semester, some one hundred 
of them are international students from 
31 countries. Students from all over 
the world select FM, including Jin 
Gyeong Yu, Duy Le, Faisal Waheed 
and Abdul Wadud. 
   Yu is from South Korea, and goes 
by the name Christine. Duy Le, who 
is from Vietnam, prefers to be called 
Joe. Waheed hails from Pakistan, 
and Wadud is the only student this 
semester from Bangladesh. 
   Joe said FM was the only school 
available to him. Christine chose FM 
based on a friend’s recommendation. 
Waheed and Wadud found FM online. 
   After FM, Christine plans on 
transferring to SUNY Stonybrook, and 
Waheed and Wadud both hope to work 
in America. If unable, they will return 
to Pakistan and Bangladesh.
   They all agreed this school has 
excellent facilities and living 
conditions are comfortable. The 
resource they use most is The Evans 
Library.
  Waheed and Wadud said, “The 
Library is king.”  
   International students face many 
challenges in attending American 
colleges. Some include leaving family 
and one’s home country, and trying to 
be accepted into a new culture while 
obtaining funding and housing. 
   The most daunting challenge 
is overcoming language barriers, 
although most speak English. FM 
offers an English as a Second 
Language (ESL) course to help 
students integrate. Students have the 
option to take ESL courses while 
pursuing a degree. 
   All of the international students 
interviewed agreed that English has 
been their greatest obstacle. Christine 
said “speaking opinions in class” is 
difficult due to struggles with the 
language. 
    With so many nationalities present 
at FM, it is an opportunity not only for 
international students to experience 
diversity, but American student, as 
well. 
  

FM goes 
international
by Robert Chapderlane

Photo by Cara Bas of Jackie Hardman
Jackie Hardman, Criminal Justice
Jackie chose FM for “a good quality 
education. The teachers are great. Class 
sizes are small, and you can get individual 
attention.”

Photo by Devin O’Shaughnessy of Megan 
Patterson
Megan Patterson, General Studies
“I chose FM because I’m undecided for a 
major and it’s very cost effective and it’s 
saving a lot to just get my general studies 
done here rather than spend almost 
double to go to a different college to get 
the same classes.”
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   College may be full of excitement, 
but it’s also a time of uncertainty. 
Trying to figuring out this new stage 
in life is difficult for many new 
students. 
   A piece of advice for new comers 
is a quote from the online learning 
center, Cengage Learning. In their 
article “Five Essential Tips for 
Freshmen to Make Their First College 
Year Successful,” said, “Spend your 
time wisely—time is money.”
   Returning students—both 
residential and commuter—
understand the importance of this 
concept. 
   “The best advice I can give any 
prospected freshman would be, use 
your time wisely. It’s so easy to get 
behind, which in the end causes more 
stress then its worth,” Business major 
Steven Horton said. “So, if someone 
is taking 16 credits, plan on allocating 
at the very least, 15 hours of study 
outside of class.”
   The article by Cengage Learning 
suggested getting to know one of 
your professors. That professor 
could possibly give a letter of 
recommendation when it comes time 
to transfer.
   Cengage Learning also advised 
students to ask your professors 
questions if help is needed. Cengage 
Learning is available to assist and 
clarify any confusing questions. 
Meeting with professors during office 
hours is greatly encouraged.
   General education major, Amanda 
Wellman explained the importance of 
utilizing office hours.
   “I wish I had taken office hours 
more seriously because the professors 
are honestly there to help more than 
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“Let’s go 
clubbing!”
by Kaitee Horstmann

   Dozens of clubs gathered in the 
quad at FM during common hour 
Friday, September 11 for the annual 
club fair. 
   The quad was filled with new 
students, all looking to learn more 
about the clubs offered on campus.     
   Each organization had assembled a 
table offering posters and flyers trying 
to promote their activities.
   Among them, the Think Peace Club, 
the Gay, Lesbian or Whomever Club, 
Cheer-leading, Phi Theta Kappa, 
Music Club, International Club, 
American Sign Language Club and 
Communications Club dedicated their 
time to invite new members.
   The Student Activities Board makes 
sure that there is always something 
fun to do on campus. 
   “We help figure out what everybody 
wants to do,” Danielle Reid, a 
representative of Student Activities, 
said.
   She expressed her passion for 
keeping students involved on campus. 
   “We want to keep everybody here 
for more than one semester by helping 
them to have a good time.” Reid 
added.
    The Student Activities Board meets 
at noon every Friday, and students are 
encouraged to stop by their offices if 
they have ideas about activities they 
would like to see on campus. 

Photo by Elizabeth Press, advisor of Communications Club.
Club’s set up tables Friday, Sept. 11 for FM’s club fair. Shown is the Communication’s 
Club table. From right to left: Vice President Devin O’Shaughnessy, Secretary Winnie 
Blackwood, and Ye Jin Lee.

by Gabrielle Albrecht

Advice for 
freshman

you think,” she said. 
   Christian Gizara, a non-declared 
major remarked, “The one thing I did 
my first year was not declare a major. I 
took classes that I knew were required 
for a specific program that would 
transfer to a Bachelor program at a 
four-year college. I would encourage 
first year students to utilize any and all 
resources that the college has to offer 
like the writing or math lab.”
   “When you feel stressed, take a 
walk,” Gretchen Albrecht, a business 
major, added. 
   Computer networking major, 
Kyle Goodwin, shared advice about 
exploring different aspects of college.
   “If there is one thing I wish I would 
have known, it was, ‘what did I really 
want to achieve?’ I didn’t know 
what I wanted to do. I would suggest 
freshman to try different things to 
figure themselves out,” she said.
   While on campus, students are also 
encouraged to participate in activities 
outside of their studies. 
    Gwendolyn  Ossenkop, the 
director of Student Activities said, 
“Engagement equals success. It is 
proven that students who become 
engaged at their college feel more 
comfortable and at home. When a 
student feels comfortable and part of 
the college they are more at ease to 
concentrate on their studies and do 
well.”
   “Student Activities is so much 
more than events. It is a place where 
students become family and create 
an environment that they love,” 
Ossenkop added. 
   For more information on the 
happenings around campus, students 
can visit the Student Activities office, 
located in the Union building on the 
first floor.

   What do you usually do in your 
spare time? Facebook? Twitter? 
Instagram? Surf the Web?
   GoFMCC.com, a new website is 
for social media lovers and current 
students of FM, can share their 
thoughts and lives online. Possible 
future students can also use the site. 
   The website is composed of three 
parts. Users can make social media 
posts with the hashtag “#GoFMCC.”    
Content tagged “#GoFMCC” will be 
copied directly onto the website, so 
every student can share their lives with 
others.  
   Students can also become bloggers 
for GoFMCC.com. Each blogger 
has different topics to discuss, so 
students can get varying opinions and 
information. Bloggers can post events 
and photographs every week. 
   A calendar of events with a list of 
locations and dates is another feature 
of the website. There are many 
festivals and fairs held around campus, 
as well as outside of FM. 
   GoFMCC.com is open to everyone, 

#GoFMCC
by Ye Jin Lee

so share your stories, share your ideas 
and share your memories. 

Photo submitted by Ye Jin Lee

   The FM Raiders soccer season is in 
full swing. The Raiders are currently 
0-6.
   It’s the team’s first season under new 
head coach Cory Leggiero. Although 
the record may not support it, the 
players believe he is doing a good job. 
   “I think the new coach is better for 
the program” defender Javier Suarez 
said. “He teaches players and gives 
them goals to accomplish to make 
them play better.” 
   Suarez is in his second year of 
soccer at FM and plans on transferring 
to a four year school and continuing to 
play soccer.
   The Raider’s struggle this season 
could be attributed to their lack of 
goal scoring; having been outscored 
47-2 in their first six games. 
   The Raiders will try to turn their 
seasons around in the next three 
game stretch where the Raiders will 
go against: Jefferson Community 
College on Sept. 26, Hudson Valley 
Community College Oct. 3 and home 
on Oct. 7 against North Country 
Community College. 

FM Raiders are 
in full swing
by Christopher North and Nicholas Shafer

Why FM?

Photo by Devin O’Shaughnessy of Greg 
Felter

Greg Felter, General Studies
“The same reason anyone would! FM was 
affordable and close to home. There were 
great professors and it’s a good place to 
get general studies out of the way.”
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   John Swinton, former Chief of Staff 
at the New York Times once said, “We 
are the tools and vassals of rich men 
behind the scenes. We are the jumping 
jacks, they pull the strings and we 
dance. Our talents, our possibilities, 
and our lives are all the property 
of other men. We are intellectual 
prostitutes.”
   I offer this quote to the freshman 
looking to have a career in journalism. 
Journalism is not a field to express 
yourself.
   This is a career for those willing 
to work with big corporations, who 
invest a lot of money into media 
and want to see a return from the 
investment.
   The concentration of media 
ownership has resulted in a system 
that will crush the dreams of any 
aspiring journalist.
   I would like to say this is a recent 
development, but it’s not. The quote 
above, first uttered by Swinton, was 
during a journalists’ gathering in New 
York City, April 12, 1893.
   I sat down with a few students, none 
of which were communication majors, 
to get their opinions on the mainstream 
news media. 
   I chose not to pick anyone from 
communications because they have 
biased opinions when it comes to the 
media industry.
     I asked Omijah Piening, a 21 year 
old radio technology major, where he 

gets his news from.
   He said, “ I prefer independent 
news, it seems the mainstream sways 
to whomever is publishing it.” 
   The ten students I asked this same 
question to, seven responded the same 
as Piening. 
   I followed up by asking, “Why do 
you think people continue to follow 
the mainstream media?” 
   He responded, “It’s hard to break the 
cycle of hearing your everyday news.”
   The three students who still prefer 
mainstream media claim that they 
always are present and covering the 
news they care about. 
   Alternative media is typically harder 
to find and not as accessible. The 
three students feel that mainstream 
sources are more credible and are 
more comfortable quoting information 
from them, rather than lesser known 
alternatives.
  No matter your intent, you can not 
win in this field. Either, you will end 
up working for a conglomerates, 
always coming second to the interests 
of investors, or working with some 
alternative publication.
You can try and take the Internet by 
storm through social media, but then 
you’re just another blogger in a sea of 
millions.

Intellectual prostitute
by Imran Suhail

     Back to school is upon us and 
many people think they know 
what is going to happen in college; 
having something to do every night, 
becoming best friends with people 
instantly, but sometimes reality 
overrides expectations. 
      I, Kayla Simeone, “Gateway” 
staff writer, went around the campus 
asking students what they expected 
college to be like and what the 
reality of their situation was. Here 
are seven of those expectations from 
seven students and the reality of their 
situation.
   1. Expectation-Going to parties 
every night with your friends!
    Reality-Hanging out in crowded 
dorm rooms on your phones until it’s 
either really late or the RA yells at 
you.
   2.  Expectation-Meeting new 
people all the time and becoming 

Expectations 
versus reality: 
FM edition
by Kayla Simeone

   Fort Klock Restoration’s annual 
craft fair took place earlier this month 
in Saint Johnsville.
   One stand out feature from the 
fair was the tour of the little red 
schoolhouse, hosted by Lisa Emden 
and Mary Brewster, members of the 
Fort Klock Historical Society. 

                 

The Restoration offered tours, 
reenactments, festivals and other fun 
events throughout the year prior to the 
craft fair. 
   Fort Klock was originally a fortified 
residence built in 1750 by Johannes 
Klock, a German Palatine merchant 
and farmer. 
   Fort Klock District School #3 was 
built in 1825 by the Klock family. 
Children through the first and eighth 
grade were taught, and seated 
according to age. 
   Fort Klock District School #3 
continued to educate children in a 
3-mile radius until it closed in 1930. 
    The students learned reading, 
handwriting, arithmetic, languages, 
and “good manners.” Students wrote 
on individual slates. 
   The teacher arrived at 6 a.m. to start 
a fire and fill oil lamps. Students also 
had classroom jobs, including carrying 
coal, sweeping floors, cleaning the 
chimney, and washing windows.
   Lunches were brought in square 
metal pails, with lidded cups. Some 
meals were cooked in the classroom. 
Much of the original furniture and 
supplies are in the restored school 
house. 
    Various scholarship certificates 
hung on the wall, along with an 
antique U.S. map. A dunce cap sat on 
a wooden stool in the corner; there 
was even a paddle on the teacher’s 
desk.
   Tours of the fort, home, and 
schoolhouse are available from 

best friends!
     Reality-Missing your high school 
friends and only having one friend in 
college.
   3.  Expectation-Ditching class 
because you are “sick”, but want to 
just stay in bed all day.
      Reality-Skipping one class and 
feeling like you went on a two week 
vacation.
   4. Expectation-Not having any 
morning classes and sleeping in every 
day.
    Reality-Having class every day at 
eight a.m. and being like a zombie for 
the rest of the day.
   5. Expectation-Homework all 
the time, feeling overwhelmed, 
and having no time to do other fun 
activities.
     Reality-Having homework, but 
getting it all done in an organized 
manor, while leaving time to relax and 
have a social life. 
   6. Expectation-Thinking college 
classes are going to be the hardest 
time of your life. 
     Reality-Classes are not that hard if 
you study and listen.

   7. Expectation-Having a clean and 
organized dorm room and putting 
everything in its place after classes.
   Reality-Your dorm room ends up 
looking like a tornado just touched 
down. 

Relive a piece 
of history at 
Fort Klock
by Cara Bas

Photo by Cara Bas
Fort Klock’s little red schoolhouse.

May through October. For more 
information go to http://www.
fortklockrestoration.org/. 

Photo by Cara Bas
Teacher’s desk, bell and paddle.

Photo by Cara Bas
Lisa Emden of the Fort Klock Historical 
Society reenacts a geography lesson.


