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“Run. Hide. Fight.”
by Cara Bas
   In America, an average of nine 
mass shootings per year occurred 
in the past 15 years, according 
to a study conducted by SUNY 
Oswego for the “Wall Street 
Journal.” Adding on to that number 
is an Oregon community college. 
   “Mother Jones,” reports that 
the number of mass shootings has 
risen steadily since 2011, and that 
since 2009, two have occurred in 
Upstate New York. The result was 
19 fatalities.
   Preparedness is paramount, and 
FM takes every measure to be 
ready for the unthinkable.
   President Dr. Dustin Swanger 
explained the measures that are in 
place, including all of FM’s faculty 
and staff attend crisis training 
every two years, with the next one 
in May.
   FM has an emergency response 
plan, as well, Swanger said, with a 
mass notification system reaching 
campus and area public safety. 

   Campus and community police 
run active shooter drills, in which 
faculty and staff act out emergency 
procedures.
   “Campus safety has equipment to 
respond safely to an incident I hope 
we never have,” Swanger said.
   FM Police Chief Mark Pierce 
said, “Every time one of these 
incidents happens, law enforcement 
learns.”
   Campus police also engage in 
rigorous crisis training.
   “In training we have actors 
grabbing us. We pass individual 
trauma kits to them for first 
aid. We don’t have time to treat 
wounds. While other people run 
from gunfire, we run to it. Our 
primary job is one thing: get to the 
threat and stop the threat,” Pierce 
explained.
   He noted that the national 
average length of time a shooting 
lasts eight minutes, with gun shots 
fired every seven seconds.

   Swanger 
strongly 
recommends 
that students 
watch the 
video, “Run. 
Hide. Fight. 
Surviving an 
Active Shooter 
Event.” All 
FM faculty 
and staff are 
required to 
watch it as 
part of their 
safety training. 
The video 
demonstrates the safest procedures 
to take in the worst scenarios.
   Chief Pierce explained some of 
the procedures, “If you have the 
opportunity you need to leave. If 
you can’t get out then lock yourself 
down.” 
   Swanger said, “Shutting into 
classrooms can be the best option. 
The locks can be secured from the 
inside without a key.” 
   “If you can’t hide, look for 

anything you can use to fight,” he 
added.
   “Run. Hide. Fight.” is available 
for viewing on YouTube or on 
www.fbi.gov.
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The Communications Club 

meets every Wednesday 

during common hour in 

room N009. Come show us 

your talent!

   FM announced its biggest 
donation to date, with a generous 
endowment of over $2 million.
   FM Foundation Board Chairman 
Del Salmon, president of FM Dr. 
Dustin Swanger, and foundation 
Executive Director Lesley Lanzi 
revealed that the estate of the late 
Donald and Violet O’Connell had 
generously donated the $2 million. 
   The strangers to FM are owners 
of Palatine Industries. Married in 
1950, Donald was a veteran of the 
Korean War, serving with the US 
Navy. His wife Violet lead a long 
career at the NYS Department of 
Transportation. 
   Members of the O’Connell 
family were present for the 
announcement.
   Salmon said this was the largest 
donation ever received by the 

campus.  
   The donations will go towards 
renovations to existing buildings 
and programs, according to 
Salmon. 
   One of the projects, The Global 
Village, is expected to break 
ground in 2016. 
   Renovations to the classroom 
buildings, now being called 
O’Connell Hall in honor of Donald 
and Violet, will become a reality. 
   Earned interest will result in 
scholarships for students in need. 
   Swanger discussed how this 
bequeath will benefit both 
current students and many more 
generations to come. 
   Lanzi said. “This investment 
will help so many students pursue 
their dreams, we could not be more 
grateful.”

A Fortune: $2M 
donation to FM
by Nicholas Shafer

Chief Pierce and Corporal Gifford review the campus surveillance 
system.

Photos submitted by Amy Radik
Right: FM’s President Dr. Dustin Swanger addresses the room during a press conference 
Oct. 2.
Left: Future plans are shown as to where the O’Connells’ donation will be spent. The 
classroom building will be named in honor of them.

   “This one [tattoo]-on my arm-
the one that says ‘Strength,’ is 
because I have had a lot of issues 
with my family. And, also, it’s 
about inner-strength through 
that and then inner-strength in 
yourself, so I designed it for that. 
I designed all my tattoos, so that’s 
why they’re really significant to 
me.”

   FM’s journalism students recreated Brandon Stanton’s series, “Humans of New 
York,” for an assignment. 
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“Humans of FM”
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   Students of FM’s Advanced TV 
Production class had a chance to 
experience first hand what it takes 
to put together a production for 
a client within a short amount of 
time.
   Pete 
Lawrence, 
vice 
president 
of Member 
Services at 
the Fulton 
County 
YMCA,  
asked the 
class to visit 
on Oct. 1 to 
film various 
aspects of the 
facility.
   “Knowing FM is as leader in 
producing excellent students in 
Broadcast Media, it  made sense to 
partner with them to develop our 
commercials, and we could have 
not been more pleased,” Lawrence 
said. 
   The class’s professor, Elizabeth 
Press, acted as executive producer 
and explained to her students the 
client was YMCA, who wanted the 
class to make commercials, and 
b-roll footage, which aired during 
their annual telethon Sunday, Oct. 
18.
   The class was divided into 
groups, and given topics to film 

by Devin O’Shaughnessy

Communications students 
exercise their skills at the YMCA 

upon arriving on the scene. Some 
topics included daycare, aquatics, 
seniors and the fitness center.
   Each group was responsible for 
their topic and getting footage 
to edit together in “packages,” 

which were used 
throughout the 
telethon, to show 
viewers what goes 
on at the YMCA.
   The groups 
were given one 
day to film, and 
the next few days 
to edit.

   The experience 
helped students 
learn both the pros 
and cons of field 

production, including bad lighting, 
or a little to no action happening.
   “This opportunity afforded to 
myself, as well as my class has 
been an eye opening experience,” 
said Winnie Blackwood, a student 
in the Advanced TV Production 
class.
   “While in class we have been 
doing projects, going out into the 
real world and making materials 
for an actual client is a totally 
different thing. I now have an 
inkling of what will be expected 
of me outside the classroom and in 
the real world,” said Blackwood.

Photo by Devin O’Shaughnessy
CEO Steve Serge interviews a student of FM, 
James Swanger, about the Communications 
Program

“Let’s get personal”
   New students registering at FM 
or other SUNY campuses will 
have to complete a new student 
information survey beginning 
this spring semester, containing 
questions about gender and sexual 
orientation, with their names 
attached in a database. 
   During the Student Senate 
Association’s meeting on Oct. 8, 
guest speaker, FM’s President Dr. 
Dustin Swanger, opened the floor 
to club senators to react towards 
the revised survey.
   The survey was created, 
according to Swanger, who 
cited SUNY, to ensure the right 
support is available for students. 
This survey is a result of SUNY 
developing an inclusion committee.
   Campuses will receive the 
aggregate data and SUNY will 
collect the individual data.
   Club senators were skeptical of 
the survey when the floor was open 
to them.
   The main concern was the 
inability to remain anonymous. 
Even if there was an option to opt 
out, one senator argued that some 
students may not understand they 
have that choice.
   “Students may not be 
comfortable speaking about 
their sexual orientation or 
if they’re questioning their 
gender, so I feel it would 
be a lot more effective if it 
was not tied to your name,” 
said Mykha’el Wilson, 
senator of Student Business 
Association.
   Others believed the 
survey could help FM and 
the rest of SUNY campuses 
move forward with the 
current times, such as SSA 
Chair Imran Suhail. 
   “Honestly, they’re trying 
to just help,” he remarked.
   Swanger added “I’m 
concerned that a young 
student, who this survey is 
put in front of them upon 
registration… may not feel 
like they can opt out at 
18 or younger, so I have 
concerns.” 
   Swanger added while he 
thinks SUNY’s intention is 
one of inclusion, in reality 
the survey is doing the 
opposite with this personal 

data. 
   Swanger will speak to SUNY and 
see if something can be done to 
alter the survey. 

by Winnie Blackwood

Other SSA highlights:
•Laurie Freeman presented 
in front of the SSA, FM’s self 
study. This is a part of a ten 
year cycle, with the Under the 
Middle States Commission 
on Higher Education. This 
commission is responsible for 
accreditation giving federal 
funds.
•Dan Towne, the Veterans 
Club advisor, spoke to the SSA 
regarding their contribution to 
the Vietnam Traveling Memori-
al Wall, which will arrive at FM 
on Sept. 8, 2016 and display 
from Sept. 8-11. The SSA ap-
proved to contribute $1700.
•During the meeting, the SSA 
approved Paula Brown-Wein-
stock as their new advisor.
•The new club, the Epic Food 
Club, was approved by the 
SSA with $500 for their budget.
•Gabrielle Albrecht will take 
over as FM College Student 
Representative. 

“Humans of FM”
   “When I was 15, I was diagnosed 
with cancer. I was just starting 
my sophomore year...It’s taught 
me a lot. It’s taught me that don’t  
take your life for granted. Love 
your family because in a second 
anything can change. Just because 
thyroid cancer is the most curable, 
does not  mean that when you find 
out, you don’t think, how long do 
you have before you die. It runs 
through your head a lot. It still 
runs through my head, because if it 
comes back it comes back as brain 
or lung cancer, and that’s very hard 
to treat.”

22 Church Street (Rear), Canajoharie NY 
13317

(518)673-4522
VeniceatTwenty2@aol.com

Photo by Winnie Blackwood of Erica 
Russell
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   FM has its hands full keeping 
up with the current time on all 
the clocks on campus, especially 
with daylight saving time ending 
November 1 at 2 am.
   Clocks will have to be set back 
one hour.
   Perhaps the best known clock at 
FM is the one at the top of the 70-
foot tower in the center of campus, 
built in 1967 with the campus. 
   Lee Kosiba, a maintenance 
mechanic at FM, explained that 
its time has been changed by a 
computer for the past two years. 
Before that, the electricity was shut 
off and then turned back on when 
the clock’s hands matched the 
current time.
   Kosiba said that on occasion, he 
has adjusted the clock by hand.
   FM’s President Dr. Dustin 
Swanger explained the clock has 
since been restored.
   “It did not work at all for 10 
years. There are mechanical 
workings in that clock and much 
of those were replaced when it was 
repaired six years ago, “ he said. 
   The wall clocks throughout 
campus are radio controlled, added 
Swanger. 
   He explained that radio controls 
were installed six years ago due to 
frequent inconsistencies throughout 
the campus.
   “How could we enforce rules 
about getting to class on time, 
when half the clocks were wrong?” 
he asked.
   Whether a clock is digital or  
analog, large or small, if it doesn’t 
update automatically,  remember to 
set it back one hour on Nov. 1.

   FM’s campus enriches the mind 
of  high school graduates, transfer 
students, international pupils and 
now even high schoolers.
   FM offers multiple programs for 
high school students, which allows 
them to have a jump start in the 
college process. 
   The most common program is 
Early Admit, which allows high 
school seniors to attend FM as a 
freshman and earn high school 
credits.
   A lesser known program is Smart 
Scholars. The program was created 
as a New York State Education 
Department grant partnership 
between the Greater Amsterdam 
School District and FM.    Students 
who are low income and first in 
their families to attend college earn 
college credits while in their junior 
and senior year of high school.
   Unlike Early Admit, Smart 
Scholars is not a full day of classes, 
but only two classes per semester 
for seniors and one per semester 
for juniors. 
   Smart Scholars can earn up to 40 
credits.

High school at FM
by Amea Hammonds

The Hour on 
the Tower

Photo by Cara Bas

by Cara Bas

   Everyone experiences college 
differently. For some, college is a 
necessity to further their education, 
while others have a specific major 
and career 
in mind.
   Billy 
Handy, 
21, of 
Mayfield, is 
an example 
of both.
   Attending 
FM two 
years ago 
and majoring in construction, 
Handy’s goal was to further his 
education. 
   Handy currently works with 
a general contractor doing 
everything from remodeling to 
building houses. He loves his 
career.
   “I went to FM because I thought 
it was the best and fastest way to 
further my education,” he said. 
“FM is a great school and very 
affordable.”
   During his time at FM, he 

learned everything he needed 
to know to be successful in his 
chosen field, and is grateful for 
the knowledge his professors 

bestowed upon 
him. 
   FM didn’t 
only give Handy 
the skills and 
knowledge he 
needs on the 
job, but his 
experience gave 
him a different 
perspective on life 

and helped him grasp his future.
   “From my experience at FM I 
learned how to communicate with 
others better and found a new 
sense of responsibility,” Handy 
explained.
   “FM really opened my eyes 
about what I wanted to do in life 
and helped me decide on a career,” 
he added.
   Raving about FM, Handy said he 
had a great experience and “would 
highly recommend going there to 
anyone.”

FM constructs careers

Photo by Kaitee Hortsmann of Billy Handy

   Early Admit student, Kaitlyn 
Burkart from Amsterdam High 
School, remarked, “It’s a lot 
different than being in high school. 
The classes are harder and to be 
honest, I feel like my high school 
didn’t prepare me for it at all. 
I’m not saying my classes are 
extremely hard, but it was just a 
wakeup call.” 
   While Burkart said she enjoys 
getting out of class at noon and 
having enough time to do her 
homework, there are also cons to 
the program for her.
   “I just miss some of my friends 
at high school and being an 
athlete... Overall, I enjoy being an 
Early Admit student,” she added. 
   Jeloni Cage gave her perspective 
as a Smart Scholar.
   “The best thing about this 
program is we don’t have to pay 
for it, and we get so many credits 
in the course of two years,” she 
said. “College is going to come 
a lot easier because we have the 
chance to experience it before we 
even graduate.”

   The new basketball season ushers 
in a fresh start for the Raiders. 
   Head Coach of FM’s men 
basketball, Ed Collar, believes 
the current Raiders have great 
potential. The new members are 
12 freshmen and just six returning 
players. 
   “The key to success will be how 
fast our freshmen can develop and 
help contribute,” Collar said. 
   Three returning players, Ayodele 
Akinmola, Barceem Dukes and 
Tremaine Elder, are expected to 
carry the majority of the workload.
   Collar plans on implementing an 
up-tempo style of offense, which 
the Raiders need to be prepared for. 
   Although Collar would like 
to have a fast offense, he also 
believes it is important to get the 
best shot possible.
   “We take great pride in executing 
the half court offense to get the 
best shot, not just a good shot or 
the first shot,” remarked Collar. 
   The Raider’s basketball season 
will begin Nov. 3 when they take 
on SUNY Delhi at FM.

by Kaitee Hortsmann

Raiders basketball 
sails off for a new 
season
by Christopher North
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25 graduate programs at 3 graduate schools 
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13 NCAA Division III sports teams
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within 6 months
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   In an effort to spread music and 
the fine arts throughout Fulton 
and Montgomery counties, a new 
community has been created by a 
Gloversville man.
   Joshua Thompson, a local 
teacher, started Gloversville 
Community Music after he noticed 
how little the area had to offer in 
both fine arts and music.
   “GCM is a performing arts 
organization made up of private 
lessons, professional and student 
concerts, along with workshops 
and small ensemble concerts that 
gives students in high school 
more opportunities to play outside 
of their band class, and college 
students and community adults a 
chance to play more and to brush 
up on their skills,” Thompson said. 
   Thompson graduated from the 
College of Saint Rose with a 
Bachelor’s in Music Education. 
He later attended the Hartt 
School of Music for a Master’s in 

Performance.
   Thompson’s classes began at the 
historic Glove Theatre, where he 
gave lessons and held small student 
recitals. GCM is now located at the 
Shine Memorial Hall at 40 N. Main 
St. in Gloversville. 
   GCM transformed from one 
community band into a community 
and professional wind ensembles 
and offers a wide range of 
instruction with flexible hours.
   GCM’s next event will be a 
concert at 3:30 p.m. Nov. 21 in 
the Mayfield Presbyterian Church, 
located at 22 N. Main St.
   Individuals who would like to get 
involved, either in taking lessons 
or participating in concerts can 
contact Thompson, by email at 
gloversvillecm@gmail.com or by 
liking the Gloversville Community 
Music page on Facebook. 

Gloversville gets groovin’
by Hannah Sowle

   The zombie infection has spread 
in the Capital District.
   This isn’t “The Walking Dead” 
or “Resident Evil,” but a live 
action, interactive survival horror 
experience. The first of its kind 
in the Capital District. “Albany 
Apocalypse,” is delivering thrills 
and chills this month in Menands. 
   The course is filled with live 
actors in full zombie makeup. 
Individuals can pick their own 
team and receive training from 
“military personnel.” 
   Once briefed and given state of 
the art laser rifles, teams descend 
into a post-apocalyptic city.
   Teams will encounter various 
traps and hazards while they try to 
fend off the dead.
   Testimonials available on www.
albanyapocalypse.com say “It 
delivers. A hundred percent pure 
adrenaline. All the rush and 
scare that you want it to be” and 
“Absolutely amazing! Well worth 
it.” 

   “Survivors” have the opportunity 
to take a team photo and visit the 
snack bar and gift shop.
   Tickets are located at www.
albanyapocalypse.com, and FM 
students have been given a special 
code, “FMCC,”  for a two dollar 
discount. 

Will you survive the Apocalypse?
by Robert Chapderlane

“Humans of FM”

Photo by Kayla Simeone of Mary Kavala

“Whenever my grandma or 
grandpa would give me a present 
they would say cover your eyes 
and here is your present. My 
grandma would always motivate 
me to do what I wanted to do and 
she was the kind of woman that 
would worry about everyone.”


