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   Even though both Frances and 
George Allen are gone, their 
generosity and legacy still live on 
at FM.
   Announced 
d u r i n g 
a  p r e s s 
conference 
on April 29, 
FM is the 
beneficiary 
o f  a  $ 2 
m i l l i o n 
d o l l a r 
d o n a t i o n 
by the late 
c o u p l e , 
the largest 
unrestricted gift given to the college, 
which will fund the construction of 
a Foundation House.
   The Foundation House or known 
as the Allen House, will make the 
FM Foundation more accessible 
and visible, allowing the college to 
entertain, welcome and step up their 
fundraising efforts. The structure 
will be built on the Route 67 side of 
campus. The Administrative offices 
will also be moved into the proposed 
structure.
   Del B. Salmon, the chairman of 
FM’s Foundation Board, said he 
discussed with Frances the idea of 
the Allen House before her passing 
on Dec. 12, at the age of 96. 
   “Over the years, Frances Allen 
wrote numerous checks to the Fulton 
Montgomery Community College 
on behalf of hundreds of scholarship 
recipients,” Salmon said. “This 
began her long association and 
respect for Fulton Montgomery 
Community College, and is the 
underlying motivation for Frances 
Allen’s significant bequest to FM.”
   The Depression Era survivors 
lived a humble lifestyle, allowing 
FM to be one of the many charitable 
donations benefiting from the 
couple’s generosity.
   Frances, a graduate of the Mildred 
Elley School in Albany, immediately 
went to work after receiving her 
degree in Secretarial Science. For 
40 years she served as the office 

manager to Amsterdam Attorney 
Floyd J. Reinhart and then became 
the director of the Floyd J. Reinhart  
Memorial Scholarship foundation 

a f t e r  h i s 
death until 
2009.
   George, 
who passed 
away at the 
age  o f  80 
i n  1 9 8 9 , 
worked in the 
construction 
field, as well 
as assisting 
his brother at 
Louie Allen’s 

Pool Hall, located on Market Street 
in Amsterdam.
   “It really is the millionaires 
next door,” FM’s President Dustin 
Swanger said. “These were folks 
who lived relatively modestly yet 
amassed a vast amount of wealth, 
and upon their passing are sharing 
it with the community and the 
college.”
   The Allen house will allow FM to 
step up their fundraising efforts and 
will facilitate a vision Swanger  has 
had for the past five years.
   “Public money keeps our doors 
open, but it doesn’t allow us to excel. 
In order to excel, we have to do more 
fundraising,” Swanger said.
   Along with the construction of 
the Allen house, the donation will 
go towards the renovations of FM’s 
locker room. The renovations will 
cost an additional $2 million.
   Swanger said because of these 
private donated dollars, FM can 
approach the state for a matching 
amount after approval from the two 
counties.
   The Allen’s donation is the second 
largest gift given to the college, the 
first coming from the estate of the 
late Donald and Violet O’Connells 
with a $2.7 million donation in 
October.
   Swanger hopes to break ground for 
the project in 2017.

The Graduation Edition

   Kelsey Blanton is graduating with 
a Fine Arts degree this semester.
   Originally from Gloversville, 
Blanton is planning on working full 
time on her Digital Portfolio with a 
focus on Environment Art.
   Her future career goals are to “work 
on well known AAA games as an 
Environment Artist.”
   She will remember her time at 
FM “as a time of self discovery, 
motivation, and inspiration.” She 
will also remember contributing 
to her community “for the greater 
good.”
   Blanton was president of the 
Student Art Guild during her time 
here.
   Her work is available at www.
kelseyblanton.com.

Meet the Graduates of 
2016!

   Nicollette Tomasulo is graduating 
with a AA in General Studies this 
semester.
   Originally from Highland, New 
York, Tomasulo plans on transferring 
to C.U.R.E after graduating.
   Her future career goals are to be 
an Ultrasound Technician in Prenatal 
care.
   She will remember her “amazing 
RA from [her] first semester” and 
graduation.

by Winnie Blackwood

   Devin O’Shaughnessy will be 
donning his cap and gown at the end 
of the spring semester.
   O’Shaughnessy is transferring to 
the State University of New York at 
Oswego in the fall with a dual major 
in Broadcast Communications and 
Cinema and Screen Studies. In the 
future, he wants to work in either 
film or TV.
   The graduate was actively involved 
in FM’s Communication Club.
   He said of his time at FM, “The 
memories I have made with my 
friends down in the TV studio, 
laughing and being proud of the work 
I’ve produced and accomplished so 
far have been the greatest.”

Kelsey Blanton
by Catherine Hladik Devin O’Shaughnessy

by Winnie Blackwood

   Graduating at the end of the spring 
semester is Kayla Simeone, a major 
in Communications and Broadcast 
Media.
   Simeone is transferring to the 
Fashion Institute of Technology in 
the fall.
   The graduate said of her time at 
FM, “I will remember having fun in 
Communications Club and making 
nice friends that I will miss.”

Kayla Simeone
by Winnie Blackwood

Generosity leads to $2 
million donation

Photo by Devin O’Shaughnessy
Members of FM’s Board of Trustees, Board of 
Directors and administration pose in front of the 
proposed structure, the Allen House. 

Nicollette Tomasulo
by Catherine Hladik
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   SUNY’s Chancellor’s Award for 
Student Excellence acknowledges 
students  who have received 
recognition for student excellence. 
It is the highest honor bestowed 
upon a student by the University. 
This year, 248 students from 64 
campuses received this award 
including FM students Winnie 
Blackwood and Taiwo Ekundayo.
   Winnie Blackwood, a native of 
Johnstown, is a Communication and 
Broadcast Media major.
   Blackwood became involved 
in communication and broadcast 
media by delving into work on the 
college newspaper, The Gateway, as 
the editor. She was inducted into Phi 
Theta Kappa-Alpha Alpha Upsilon 
and is a recipient of the Hadley 
“Stretch” DePuy Scholarship and 
the Fulmont Association of College 
Educators Scholarship.
   “It is an absolute honor to have 
been chosen for the Chancellor’s 
Award, especially out of so many 
nominees,” said Blackwood. “I am 
very proud of my accomplishments 
and I am thrilled that SUNY feels 
the same way.”
   Taiwo Ekundayo, a native of 
Lagos, Nigeria, is a Radiologic 
Technology major.  Ekundayo came 
to study at FM in the Spring 2012 
semester as an adult International 
student from Nigeria.

   H e  h a d 
previously earned 
his baccalaureate 
degree from his 
home country and 
wanted to pursue 
higher education in 
the healthcare field. 
He has been very 
involved on campus 
by participating 
i n  c l u b s  a n d 
committees.
   Ekundayo was 
inducted into Phi 
Theta Kappa-Alpha 
Alpha Upsilon and 
is a recipient of the 
Fulmont College 
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f 
College Educators 
Scholarship in May 
2014.
   “This award is our 
way of saying ‘thank 
you’ to stand-out 

SUNY students whose achievements 
reflect their own impressive hard 
work as well as the support of their 
families and friends, and SUNY’s 
world-class faculty and staff,” said 
Chancellor Zimpher.
   “The 248 students we honor with 
this year’s award have excelled 
academically, become role models on 
campus, and established themselves 
as leaders in the community. 
Congratulations to all of the students 
receiving the 2016 Chancellor’s 
Award for Excellence.”
   “I congratulate Winnie and 
Taiwo on receiving this prestigious 
recognition; I’m very proud of their 
accomplishments,” said College 
President Dr. Dustin Swanger.
   The Chancellor’s Award for Student 
Excellence acknowledges students 
who have best demonstrated, and 
been recognized for, the integration 
of academic excellence with 
other aspects of their lives, which 
may include leadership, campus 
involvement, community service, 
creative or performing arts, athletics, 
and career achievement.
   Blackwood and Ekundayo were 
presented their awards during the 
Chancellor’s Award for Student 
Excellence Ceremony at the Empire 
State Plaza Convention Center on 
April 5.

   Amber Kelly is graduating with 
a degree in Fine Arts this semester.
   Originally from Colonie, Kelly is 
planning on transferring to the State 
University of New York at  Oneonta.
   Her future career goals are “to 
work for Pixar.” 
   She will remember her time at FM 
“hanging out with friends, making 
new friends, doing homework and 
participating in clubs and class.”
   Kelly was the former vice president 
of ABLE and was apart of Hands for 
Animals, the ASL club, the Student 
Art Guild, DMT PERKS, and the 
Graphic Arts Club.

   Noah Clark will be donning his cap 
and gown at the end of the spring 
semester.
   Currently majoring 
in General Studies 
at FM, Clark will 
a t tend the  Sta te 
University of New 
York at Plattsburgh 
double majoring 
in Marketing and a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts 
in Graphic Design.
   “I hope to be a 
creative director one day, where I 
can be creative myself, while also 
motivating and steering other’s’ 
creativity and talents,” Clark said.
   During his time at FM, Clark took 
part in many activities, including 
taking on the role of student trustee, 
a student recruiter, a residential 

FM students receive 
SUNY’s Chancellor’s Award 
for Student Excellence

Photo submitted by Amy Radik
From left to right, FM President Dustin Swanger and SUNY 
Chancellor’s Award Recipients Taiwo Ekundayo and Winnie 
Blackwood.

Meet the Graduates of 
2016! cont.

assistant, and a note taker.
   Clark also assisted the Leadership 

Team at FM with 
creating ideas for 
a Title III grant. 
The graduate 
said even though 
the college did 
not receive the 
grant, FM did 
benef i t  f rom 
brainstorming 
ideas.
   “I will remember 

all the awesome friendships I have 
made in my two years here,” the 
graduate said of his time at FM. “My 
experience wouldn’t have been as 
special without them.”

Noah Clark
by Winnie Blackwood

Amber Kelly
by Catherine Hladik

   Graduating at the end of the spring 
semester is Dallas White, a major in 
General Studies.
   Currently working part-time 
at McDonald’s and a bank, the 
graduate plans in the future to 
become a counselor for teens.
   Of her time at FM, White said, “I’ll 
remember my time here at FM by the 
people who helped me get this far. I 
loved my advisor she was/is great!”

Dallas White
by Winnie Blackwood
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   Mykha’el Wilson, a Business 
Administration major, will graduate 
from FM at the end of the spring 
semester.
   The Grand Rapids native will 

   Pulling into FM, cars can be seen 
drunkenly zig zagging in order to 
dodge the many potholes that plague 
the college’s parking lots.
   “There are potholes out there that 
are pretty nasty, and I think part of 
it is looking out 
for them, kind of 
steer clear if you 
can,” said Joshua 
Fleming, director 
of facilities of FM’s 
B u i l d i n g s  a n d 
Grounds.
   According to 
Kelsey Johnson, 
a student at FM, 
it can be difficult 
to dodge them. 
She even had a flat 
tire because of the 
potholes
   “I don’t know 
about anyone else, but you just 
don’t see it until you actually hit it,” 
Johnson added.
   Fleming does hear complaints 
about the size and the amount of 
the holes from students, faculty and 
staff.
   The main cause, he said, is due to 
the age of the lots and the plowing 
in the winter.
   While Fleming does acknowledge 
the holes that plague the lots, some 
worse then others, there is only so 
much that can be done.
   Fulton and Montgomery Counties 
alternate each year to come and 
patch up the problem areas.
   Fleming said the last time this 
occurred was last spring.
   If there is a section that is 

particularly bad before the county 
can take care of it,
   Buildings and Grounds uses Cold 
Patch, a product that can be found 
at the hardware store. The repair 
material is difficult to work with 

and ends up being 
scraped back up in 
the winter, though.
   “I feel like every 
time I go over them, 
I’m going to smash 
my car. It’s just 
annoying because 
i t ’s  spr ing now 
and they should be 
gone, but they’re 
not,” FM Student 
Marissa Nellis said.
   Another factor in 

patching up the holes 
is the lots needs to be 
cleared of cars, this 

may push back the date of the repair.
   Fleming said he also hears 
complaints as to why the lots aren’t 
being resurfaced instead of just 
patched up. Through the facility’s 
Master Plan, a request of capital 
dollars from the county and state, 
FM is able to do so. There is a long 
list of things that are in need of being 
fixed on campus, with the money, 
including the boilers.
   “If we lose the boilers and have no 
heat, we’re closing the school and 
nice pristine parking lots isn’t going 
to help get the campus running again. 
It’s just challenging.” Fleming said.
   The resurfacing of the lots is on 
the list and Fleming does empathize 
with the drivers, since he also has to 
drive on them.

by Winnie Blackwood

   Winnie Blackwood is graduating 
this semester with a degree in 
Communications and Broadcast 
Media.
   A Johnstown local, Blackwood will 
be transferring to State University 
of New York at Oswego to major in 
Journalism.
   Blackwood’s career goals are to 
“eventually become a reporter for a 
newspaper.”

   Alyssa Charboneau, a Digital 
Communications and Transmedia 
major, will graduate from FM at the 
end of the spring semester.
   After FM, Charboneau plans on 
either transferring or looking into job 
options. The graduate would like to 
start her own photography and photo 
editing business, while also doing 
graphic work.
   She also participated in the Graphic 
and Photography Club.
   Charboneau said she will remember 
the diverse group of people she’s met 
during her time at FM.
   “We’ve all form such a tight knit 
group within the majors,” she added. “ 
And the professors 
definitely keep 
you on your toes. 
They make sure 
y o u ’ r e  m o r e 
t h a n  p r e p a r e d 
for whatever you 
choose next to 
do.”

NEWS

Photo by Winnie Blackwood
One of the many potholes in Student 
Lot B.

Got “pot”-holes?

Meet the Graduates of 2016! cont.
attend the College of Saint Rose to 
receive his Accelerated Master’s 
of Accounting in the fall and 
plans to become a Certified Public 
Accountant.
   During his time at FM, Wilson was 
the president of the Spectrum Club, 
senator of FM Biz Hub and G.L.O.W., 
vice president and treasurer of S.A.B 
and a N.Y. State Business Plan 
Competition participant. Wilson 
also portrayed Gordon or know as 
“The Dead Guy,” in FM’s production 
“Dead Man’s Cell Phone.”
   Wilson said FM is a place that 
he is “very sad to leave,” and 
will remember his time with “an 
incredibly supportive network of 
faculty.”

Mykha’el Wilson
by Winnie Blackwood

   Graduating this semester is Amanda 
Carpenter, a major in Criminal 
Justice.
   Carpenter, a Little Falls resident, 
plans on transferring or becoming part 
time at an academy after graduation, 
with the goal of becoming a police 
officer.
   During her time at FM, Carpenter 
participated in the Musicians Club, 
taking on the roles of secretary, vice 
president and president throughout 
her four semesters.
   “FM is a school I could never 
forget,” she said. “With the amazing 
peers, professors and classes, it’s 
definitely a time in my life I will 
always reflect back on.”

Winnie Blackwood
by Catherine Hladik

Amanda Carpenter
by Winnie Blackwood

   Blackwood recalls her time at FM 
“filled with many great memories. 
The friends [she’s] made during [her] 
time are friendships that will last a 
lifetime.”
   “We’ve been through so much 
in these past two years, laughter 
and even some tears,” she said. 
“The relationships I’ve built with 
several of my professors are also 
very special to me. Because of them 
I’m on the right path to reaching my 
career goals.”
   “While I am very sad to leave 
FM and the many people that have 
touched my life, I know it’s time to 
move on to another chapter. I am 
both excited and nervous at this 
thought” Blackwood added.
   Blackwood was an active member 
of the Communications Club as 
the secretary and as editor of the 
Gateway for the past two years. She 
was also secretary and vice president 
of the Community Outreach Club, 
as well as a member of Phi Theta 
Kappa. 

Alyssa Charboneau
by Winnie Blackwood
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   “To bigotry no sanction, to 
persecution no assistance,” George 
Washington said.   
   I was looking at the Liberty Bell 
in Philadelphia contemplating this 
quote.  Before me stood a symbol of 
freedom, liberty and democracy, and 
I couldn’t help but get teary-eyed.
   The tears that threatened to escape 
were not prompted by patriotism, 
although I usually get emotional 
when I encounter tangible symbols 
of our great country.
   The tears that came to my eyes were 
prompted by sadness in the lack of 
truth in these words.
   They are far from being realized. 
   I cringe at the homophobia that is 
so prevalent in our current political 
climate (over 100 anti-LGBT bills 
are up for consideration in 2016). 
I also cringe when I hear it at work 
or at FM.  Yes, I hear it often while 
at school. It happens daily, and 
sometimes hourly. 
   Our words have immense power.  

They express thoughts and feelings 
and spur people to action. 
   The words I hear so often spoken at 
FM are “fag”, and “That’s so gay!”, 
or “You’re so gay!”  
   These words and phrases are steeped 
in a history of hatred, violence and 
bigotry. It doesn’t matter who you 
are or what community you are 
part of, these words and phrases are 
unacceptable. They are derogatory 
and intend to make the other person 
feel “less than” others.  
   You are using part of my identity as 
a put down for someone else.  This 
is not negated by the fact that some 
of the very people using these words 
are within the LGBT + Community.
   I recently heard a student refer to 
someone as a faggot.  The person 
she said this to was not gay. I 
called her to task for it and told 
her that the language she used 
was offensive and unacceptable; 
her response absolutely shocked 
me.  She responded that it was fine 

because she had gay friends! 
   A fag or faggot is a bundle of 
sticks that is meant to start a fire.  
Cigarettes have been called faggots 
or fags.  It is something small, 
of little significance, whose sole 
purpose is to be burned.  
   The Nazis murdered gay people 
during the Holocaust, Jew and 
Gentile, just because they were 
gay.  The Holocaust, like everything 
else, began with thoughts that were 
expressed in words and then became 
actions.
   Another phrase I hear often is, 
“That’s so gay!” or, “You’re so gay!”  
These phrases are meant to express 
the fact that someone or something 
is stupid.  I am gay, and in that, I am 
not less than anyone else. I am not 
less valuable! I am not stupid! This 
phrase, however, infers that.  
   I am proud of who I am. I am 
proud of the strides the L.G.B.T+ 
Community is moving towards in 
fully realizing our inalienable rights. 
I am proud of our allies who are 
raising their voices to ensure that we 
get the rights we deserve.  

   With that said, I am also painfully 
aware of the ongoing struggle my 
community has ahead.  We still face 
discrimination. We are still tortured 
and murdered around the world for 
daring to be who we were created 
to be.
   If you use these words and phrases 
you are clearly making a stand 
against hope, love, justice, and the 
L.G.B.T+ Community. You are 
aligning yourself, through your 
language, with hatred and bigotry. 
You are standing on the wrong side 
of history.  
   I challenge you to think about the 
words that you use, and why you 
express things the way you do.  
   What thoughts and feelings lie 
behind them? A small change in 
how you express yourself can create 
a paradigm shift in our culture and 
society. 
   Your words are powerful. How will 
you use them?

Your words are powerful
by Mykha’el Wilson

“Pie-a-Professor!”

   Matthew Ellsworth will be one 
of the many students donning a cap 
and gown at the end of the spring 
semester.
   Majoring in Digital Communications 
and Transmedia, the graduate is 
currently working at Tops Market 
and plans to look for another job. 
His goal is to one day work as a 
film editor.
   During his time at FM, Ellsworth 
participated in S.S.M.V.C and the 
Planeswalkers of FM. He also served 
as S.S.M.V.C.’s club senator.
   “I met great people, had great 
experiences and met personal 
milestones thanks to the people and 
support,” Ellsworth said.

Photos by Catherine Hladik
FM’s Biz-Hub held a “Pie-a-Professor” event in the quad. Top left pictured from left 
to right, Jordon Frederick, a FM student, and pied Assistant Professor and Instruction 
and Public Services Librarian Michael Daly. Top right FM Student Mykha’el Wilson 
pies Mark Swain, FM instructor of Accounting and Business. On the bottom, students 
prepare the pies. 

   FM’s Lady Raiders softball team 
has had trouble all season long, but 
as of late they have slumped even 
further. 
   The Lady Raiders’ record for this 
season is 5-17.
   Their lack of success this season 
can be attributed to their shortage 
of scoring runs. Over a six game 
stretch earlier in the season , they 
were outscored 119-2 giving up an 
average of about 20 runs per game.
   Having hard times like this could 
have an effect on a team and the 
remainder of the season.
   Head coach Meghan Power said, 
“We have been having fun and just 
making sure we improve and learn 
from the losses.” 
   With a team that has 11 freshman 
and only three sophomores, they 
are young and have a lot of time to 
improve for next season.
   Power said, “I think we need to 
improve our defense and confidence 
going into games”.
 She has the team doing some tee 
work and front toss drills.
   She noted it was hard to hit live 
in practice because of the need to 
rest their pitchers for the remaining 
games.
   The Lady Raiders have a final 
series that will be played against 
the State University of New York 
at Broome Community College 
and the time and place is yet to be 
determined.

Slumping Raiders look 
to turn season around

Matthew Ellsworth
by Winnie Blackwood

by Nicholas Shafer
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