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The Journey Begins...
Purpose & Goals

旅途开始…
目的&目标

我的资源

My Resources
I propose to create an innovative way 
to “decode” the Chinese language for 
those interested in learning this specific 
language. This project idea is mainly 
relevent to English speakers. There 
would be a workbook broken down to 
a level where anyone can understand 
the material whether a beginner or 
experienced Chinese speaker. There 
would also be a website that work 
alongside the workbook; but can also 
stand-alone without the workbook’s 
help. The main goal is to make a language 
that seems difficult to understand easy 
for everyone to learn. The method that 
will be the focal point would be to break 
down both English and Chinese in a way 
that could get viewers to understand 

how the languages are different and yet 
understandable. There are countless 
benefits to learning Chinese in today’s 
world. One of these benefits is that 
Chinese (or Mandarin) is that this is 
the most widely spoken language in the 
world. American companies are always 
doing business in China, meaning plenty 
of extra job opportunities are offered 
compared to someone that doesn’t know 
Chinese.  Also,  critical and creative 
thinking skills are heightened. This 
benefit is particularly useful to mental 
health and well-being. This project will 
be called “Follow my Lead”. The title was 
inspired by the main method of teaching 
throughout this project; I show you how 
to write/say “blank”, now it’s your turn.

In terms of skills in teaching a language, I have many 
reading materials that are used to teach Japanese and 
Korean.

I currently attend school with many international 
students from China, so I would use them as a resource 
as well. 

Digitally, I would need to use Photoshop, Illustrator, and 
InDesign.

“Books!”

“Peers!”

“Computers!”



Mission Statement

Vision Statement

The purpose of my project is to help native English speakers understand 
the writing system of the Chinese Language with products that will be 
produced affecting our consumers by providing a sense of accomplishment 
in a topic that may be or seem hard to tackle alone.  My company stands 
for learning what may seem impossible and make it possible for any and 
everybody to understand.

 I will be studying the top ways that people are able to absorb and remember 
new materials, the best study habits, and the top reasons why a certain 
topic is hard to understand. To remember new materials, there would be 
vocabulary words converted to pictures, understanding how each person 
can retain information differently (visual, auditory, hands-on), creating 
mnemonics, and more. My project would also remind people to do stay 
on top of their game by having reminders to get a good night’s rest, eat a 
balanced meal, and drink plenty of water. One reason that certain topics are 
harder for some people to understand compared to others is that the topic 
is completely different from what the person is used to. So they would have 
a harder time breaking their normal way of doing things. Also an obstacle 
would be if the new topic is unrelatable to the person trying to understand 
it. I would find ways that the topic would become relatable to the average 
person’s way of life.

Did I Assume Right?
Before beginning my research, I assumed:

1-It may not be as difficult as it seems for a native English speaker 
to learn Chinese.
2-The study to learn Chinese is one of the most commonly 
overlooked languages taught in American public schools.
3-A visual how-to can making learning how to write the Chinese 
symbols increasingly easier.
4-Having scenarios set to an elementary school’s level can help 
adults understand Chinese words and sentences in a way that will 
seem primitive to them.
5-An easy way to retain a new language easily is to turn everything 
into a game.

After finishing my research, I discovered:
1-Chinese may seem difficult for native English speakers because 
of the differences in the writing systems and the fact that Chinese 
is a language in which the tone of a word can change the meaning.
2-Not only is Chinese overlooked in most American public schools, 
but the importance of learning a second language is overlooked.
3-The most effective way to memorize Chinese characters is to 
practice with pen and paper.
4-Adults learn best through goal-orientation and relevancy-
orientation.
5-For Kinesthetic Learners, making a game to learn the characters 
is best. For Visual learners, imagining the characters as pictures 
is the most helpful. For Auditory Learners, it’s important to watch 
Chinese TV with subtitles.

任务说明 愿景声明 我对吗



Core Values 核心价值

Straight-forward Exploration

Individuality Inspiration

Follow my Lead makes sure that their courses are easy to follow and 
comprehendable. It makes sure that any individual will be able to learn as 
much as they’d wish in a given day without the confused head-scratching.

Follow my Lead tries to cater to all ways of learning. There are many 
different ways for a person to learn at their best. Whether the person is an 
auditory learner, a visual learner, or a kinesthetics learner; Follow my Lead 
is a universal program for all. 

Follow my Lead inspires viewers by undestanding what the viewer has in 
mind when wanting to learn a new language. Viewers could be inspired 
by meeting new people whom speak that language, having a goal in mind 
that requires use of this language, or maybe their interest in learning the 
language is inspiration enough.

Follow my Lead allows viewers to roam the website free when learning the 
language. If they want to learn more about the grammer, vocabulary, or 
history of the language, they can do so at their own pace. It is made sure 
that viewers won’t feel commanded to do a certain project at a certain time 
and needs to finish at 100% to be able to learn more.



Ages Students are Required to Study a 
Foreign Language

Very little information could be found for if there’s a current requirement for American 
students to learn a foreign language. Therefore a survey was completed with the 
use of SurveyMonkey with questions concerning if responders had received an 
education in a foreign language. With the use of social media, 21 responses were 
recieved. The results are as followed:

America vs. World 美国 与比较 世界

Do you know a foreign 
language?

Were you required to learn a 
foreign language during K-12?

If you learned a foreign 
language within K-12, what 
grade were you in when 
you started?

What foreign language 
were you required to learn 
during K-12?

In what U.S. state did you 
receive the majority of your 
K-12 experience?

What is your high school 
graduation year?

Yes Yes

1970s
2000s
2010s

No

K

NH

NY
MA

1st
3rd
6th
7th
8th
9th

No

Yes, but I don’t remember

No, but I want 
to learn

33.33% 90.48%

25%

30%

45%

9.52%

5%

5.26%

89.47%

5.26%

5%

5%

25%

25%

5%

30%

28.81%

33.33%

9.52%

English

Spanish
French
Latin
N/A

19.05%

47.62%

23.81%

4.76%

4.76%



Interview
Susan Jagendorf-Sobierajski
When I was beginning the stepping stones of Follow my Lead, I was 
trying to understand if grammar would be the most important place to 
start learning a new language; or would it be vocabulary. I found Susan 
Jagendorf-Sobierajski, an ESL teacher that has a masters in linguistics. 
She had informed me that I was looking in the wrong direction. Grammar 
was a general word with many different sub-parts. Syntax and semantics 
needed to be looked at in both languages to find the relations between 
the two. Also when it comes to conversations, the topic isn’t the only focal 
point for a project like this. The culture of the language would need to be 
included to help understand why something about the language is the way 
it is. Thanks to Professor Jagendorf, I have a better understanding of the 
different ways there are to teach a language.

Persona
Ben Gates

Ben Gates is a 26 year old ESL 
teacher located in Los Angeles 
teaching at UCLA. There are many 
new international students that will 
be arriving in all 2017 from China. 
Ben would like to learn as much 
Chinese as he possibly can by 
the time the students will arrive in 
August 2017. He will need to focus 
on the grammar of the language 
and learn vocab as time goes on. 
He would also need to know certain 
Chinese characters to demonstrate 
to the students how a word is written 
in English compared to in Chinese.

Age: 26
Location: Los Angeles, CA
Occupation: ESL teacher
Marital Status: Single

采访
Susan Jagendorf-Sobierajski

人
Ben Gates



Positioning Matrix Positioning Statement

Follow my Lead’s Position?

Target Audience

For English-speakers wanting to learn a new language, Follow my Lead 
will provide effective skills in learning a new language. Follow my Lead 
Chinese is useful to those who have a hard time learning a new language. 
Our lessons and materials promises to teach you what you want to know 
at your standards.

Follow my Lead is a program that can be used by everyone, though the main target 
age-group is 18-60 years of age.  Anyone can start their journey with me by either 
purchasing a workbook or registering online. Use of Follow my Lead will bring success 
to those that thought they may never be able to learn and understand a new language. 
Those that yearn to learn a new language will be very satisfied when using my program.

Follow my Lead’s will be placed in the same quandrant as “Talk To Me In 
Korean”. Therefore Follow my Lead will belong in the quadrants of Solo-
Paper and Solo-Computer.

*Talk to me in Korean qualifies for both Solo-Paper and Solo-Computer 
quadrants of the Positiong Matrix

定位矩阵 定位语句 目标听众
哪里是我的领导?



Type Study Color Study

Primary Color
#569ed6
Haviland Blue

Secondary Color
#F37745
Jaffa

Extra Color
#58585A
Scarpa Flow

TW Cen MT Condensed - Follow my Lead

TW Cen MT - Follow my Lead

DejaVu Serif
Condensed Bold- Follow my Lead

颜色研究类型研究



Logo Design

类型研究



Final Logo

最后的标志
It is hearsay that for those of us that speak English 
as a first language, Chinese could be one of the 
hardest languages to learn. The emphasis of 
grammar varies between the English and Chinese 
languages; as well as the importance of getting an 
accurate meaning across (Taub, 2015). Therefore, 
the thesis to my project is that that there is an 
easy and effective way to teach Chinese to Native-
English speakers. This paper will prove how English 
speakers can have a manageable time learning a new 
and difficult language. To explain this theory, the 
varying syntaxes, semantics, and effective learning 
skills will be discussed. Readers should gain 
interest in this project because it may be rumored 
that English speakers tend to shy away from a new 
language when its alphabet can seem intimidating, 
especially Chinese. But this project will prove that 
anyone can learn Chinese. This project will break 
down the English and Chinese languages, finding 
the backbone of what makes these languages 
understandable to all. 

Many parents and educators would believe that 
speaking multiple languages can be beneficial in more 
ways than one. For starters, learning a new language 
is believed to be able to boost a person’s cognitive 
process. The brain would have to remember the new 
language structure, giving it the exercise that a brain 
needs to heighten its skills on reading, negotiating, 
and problem-solving. Exercising the brain in this 

way can also help prevent Alzheimer’s and dementia, 
improve memory, sharpen the mind, and improve 
the decision-making ability (Marvelous, n.d.). In 
this instance for an English speaker to learn Chinese, 
their English skills would improve (Marvelous, 
n.d.). That person would become more conscious 
of vocabulary, sentence structure, grammar, and 
comprehension. When job hunting, a person can 
become very limited to their options based on their 
number of skills. Learning a new language can open 
the door for job opportunities that are outside of the 
home country. This example can also help a person 
travel to where the language is spoken; which can 
also mean more practice with a native speaker. 
Learning a new language can enlighten your view 
of the world you live in as well as your view of other 
cultures, including your own (Marvelous, n.d.). 

Syntax is the arrangement of words and phrases 
to create well-formed sentences in a language. 
In other words, syntax is the word-order of a 
sentence. Depending on the language, certain types 
of words (noun, verb, subject, object, topic, etc…) 
can be prioritized to the beginning of the sentence 
compared to other types of words. Both English and 
Chinese have a word-order of Subject-Verb-Object. 
But on the other hand, English carries most of the 
information with verb inflections and is subject-
essential. Chinese is a topic-essential language which 
focuses more on word-order and understanding the 

Follow my Lead’s Research

跟随我的主导研究



context (Shoebottom, n.d.). This would make their correct word-order, 
“Topic-Subject-Verb-Object”. An English sentence syntax example 
would be, “I like the job I took up this summer vacation”. To say the 
same sentence in Chinese would be, “The job I took up this summer 
vacation I like very much”. In Chinese, the subject is always a live person 
or animal. Often what is used is, “We must take proper measures” and 
“we should make great efforts”. English speakers use inanimate objects 
as the subject 9 times out of 10.  The above statements would be said 
in English as, “Proper measures must be taken” and “the great efforts 
should be made” (J., 2011).

Semantics is the study of linguistic development by classifying and 
examining changes in meaning and form. There are many categories 
that create semantics as a whole. Formal semantics is the study of 
the logical aspects of meaning (sense relations, truth conditions, and 
inference). Formal semantics is used to make sure that the listener 
understands what the speaker is asking of them or telling them. Lexical 
semantics is the study of word meanings and word relations. This 
type of semantic can appear when there is a homonym, a word with 
multiple meaning. The word “card” for example, has three different 
meanings that depend on the topic of the sentence. The different 
meanings are “greeting card”, “bank card”, and “playing card”. In a 
normal sentence or conversation, the descriptive words that appear in 
front of the word card may not appear. That is when the context of the 
sentence is important to decipher the type of card that is being talked 
about (Gasparri & Marconi 2015). Conceptual semantics is the study 
of the cognitive structure of meaning. This appears when a word is at 
its most basic or literal form. Conceptual semantics takes important 
components of meaning that are carried by the literal use of the word. 
The word “dog”, for example, can include the components of mammal, 

4-legged animal, fur, barks, and not a bird or a fish. The list could 
continue, but it cannot include, “man’s best friend”, hunting, nor tricks 
(Nordquist, 2016).

One of the reasons why it is hearsay that the Chinese language is so 
much harder to learn for an English speaker is because the characters 
used in Chinese compared the characters used in English are highly 
different. Centuries ago, there is no way for the English speaker to 
link roman characters to the Chinese characters, hanzi, and still be 
able to understand what was read or written. This is what can get 
learners frustrated and unwilling to continue learning Chinese or a 
similar language. But, once the learner gets started slowly and a little 
bit at a time, it will become less difficult as time goes on. When first 
learning how to write the characters, it can feel like drawing and not 
writing a word or sentence (Linge, 2013). I believe that if it is easier 
for the learner to see writing the Chinese characters as drawing, it 
may be easier for them to remember how to write the character later 
on. Unlike the roman characters in English, there is an exact stroke 
order when writing each Chinese character. Why would the stroke 
order be important in Chinese and not in English? It is because the 
Chinese culture believes in balance and harmony. To use the wrong 
stroke order or direction can cause the ink to fall on the page in an 
“unbalanced” way (Hua, 2016). 

The top way for learners to understand Chinese characters, or even the 
vocabulary, is to use a Romanized System for Standard Chinese called 
Pinyin. Pinyin was designed in the 1950s to assist in improving literacy 
rates in a historical turning point in China’s history. This system’s 
purpose is to Romanize the sounds of the Chinese characters, which 
was created for native Chinese speakers. Because this system wasn’t 



meant as a pronunciation guide for foreigners, it is strongly advised to 
not read a pinyin chart head-on (AllSetLearning, n.d.). For many cases 
in Pinyin, there can be one word “ma” with many different meaning 
(mother, to bother, horse, to scold) all depending on how the word 
is pronounced (1.8 Tones, n.d.). Pinyin is needed to look up words 
in the dictionary. If you don’t know the pinyin of what you’d heard 
in a conversation, it’s going to be a harder time to find the word in 
the dictionary. When learning Pinyin, the learner may find it easier to 
learn Chinese characters. At this point the learner would have a sense 
of what sound goes to which Chinese character. Practicing Pinyin can 
give the learner a chance to improve on their pronunciation skills. If 
the learner doesn’t master Pinyin before mastering the vocabulary, 
they will be hindered in moving forward with their Chinese learning 
process. 

Depending on the language, people can have a hard time learning 
and remembering a language’s grammar rules or vocabulary. This 
can get those that are having difficulties in these areas discouraged 
from learning a new language, or continuing the language they have 
already started to learn. Therefore here are a few ways proven to being 
successful in learning a new language. One of the main keys to success 
is to have a conversation with a person that is better at the language 
than you. A person can become more interested and motivated to talk 
to a live person rather than repeating an audio. Another is to stay on 
top of the studies for a couple of hours daily instead of 1-2 hours a 
few days a week. Repetition and commitment is crucial in learning a 
new language. When you start to learn a new language, one of the best 
things to do first is to learn the 100 most common words.  These words 
are the most common words found in writing. These words may not 
be the same as the 100 most common words in speech, but it’s a great 

starting point (100 Most Common Words, n.d.). Watching TV shows 
and movies, along with reading magazines and small snippets, in the 
new language will become helpful in distinguishing the different words 
when heard. Also, repeating what is heard and read is good practice 
(Manson, 2012).

Learning a new language is one of the best ways to gain new friends. 
Talking with a friend that knows the language you are learning will 
help you spontaneously express what you are thinking without having 
to think a response over in your head. A lot of people are worried about 
making mistakes, but that is completely normal. The more the learner 
would speak to a native speaker, the better he would get at speaking the 
language (Aparta, 2014). It may be important for the learner to know 
why he is learning a new language. If it turns out for the reason to not 
be good enough, the learner may become less motivated to continue 
learning the language. When no one’s around and you want to practice 
speaking, just talk to yourself. This method of gaining speaking skills 
may be the best way to prepare yourself for when you have a person to 
talk to in the same language. One of the best ways for a learner to enjoy 
learning the new language is to have fun! Write a story, listen to music 
in that language, draw a comic strip; do whatever you do to have fun 
and incorporate the new language into your routine (Jordan, 2014).

The manner in which this project will be displayed is a workbook. 
There will also be a website that coexists with the workbook. Having 
an option of how to learn the material is to emphasize that not all 
people have the same way of learning easily and effectively. If the 
learner is a hand-on learner, then the workbook is for them. If the 
learner is either a visual or auditory learner, then the website is for 
them. There will be an optional way for those that are more drawn to 



the workbook, to retrieve audio files through the website and learn in 
an auditory fashion. Within this project, there will be a vocabulary 
section with sentence examples. Also there will be games to help the 
learners become more comfortable with learning a new language that 
is different from English. The name of the project will be “Follow my 
Lead”. This is the chosen project’s name because it is possible for one 
person to leave steps in order for another person to achieve a goal; 
which is the basis of this project in learning Chinese.

With dedication and practice, English speakers can learn how to speak 
Chinese in a comprehensible way. Learning a new language can help 
with memory and the improvement of many other mental skills. The 
sentence structures for English and Chinese are different yet relatable 
to one another. Learning the basic words first before a more specific 
vocabulary list will help the learner form more sentences earlier on in 
the process. When the languages are broken down to the point that 
the learner can understand how all languages are same at the core, 
that’s when the light bulb turns on above everyone’s heads and they 
can believe that they can do it. Therefore, there is a realistic pathway 
for English speakers to learn Chinese. 
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