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                    Events
NCC’s Student Government Association meets every 

other Monday at 4 p.m. in the College Center, Rms, 252-
253.  The next meeting will be on May 8.   

Is Donald Trump really going to build a wall 
between the U.S. and Mexico?  How many people will 
be affected by the repeal of Obamacare? What can 
the world do about its refugee crisis? Will America 
ever come to its senses about guns and gun violence?  
If you have a thought about these or any other issues 
(including life at NCC), send it to Vignette’s Opinions 
section.  Opinions is seeking essays of 250-750 words 
from the campus community for fall 2017  issues.  Send 
submissions to OPINIONS, Vignette, College Center, Rm. 
347 or email them to NCCVignette@gmail.com (subject 
line: OPINIONS).  Remember to include your name and 
telephone number.  

Is there a reporter in the house? How about a reviewer 
or photographer or a thoughtful columnist?  The Vignette, 
NCC’s student newspaper,  is seeking reporters, 
reviewers, photographers, and other staff members for 
the fall 2017 semester.   No experience is necessary, though 
interest, enthusiasm, and idealism will help.  The Vignette 
meets on Tuesdays at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in its office in 
Room 347 of the College Center. Stop by! 

  Like music? Check out P.O.P. Records, which is 
seeking musicians, songwriters, singers, rappers, and other 
performers.  Meetings are on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
club hour (11:30 a.m.) in the College Union, Rm. 300.  For 
information about upcoming meetings, see Prof. Richard 
Ceballo, in the College Center, Rm. 150. 

The Student Organization of Latinos (SOL) meets 
every Thursday at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in Building G, 
Rm. 243.  The club sponsors field trips, sponsors an annual 
scholarship, promotes Hispanic cultural awareness, and 
more. New members are always welcome.  For information 
about upcoming events, text @ccb322 to 81010. 

Care about clean air, clean drinking water, consumer 
rights, voter registration, and other issues related to the 
quality of life in America and the world? Get involved 
with the NCC chapter of NYPIRG (New York Public 
Interest Research Group), which works on all of these issues 
and more.  Call (516) 222-0086 for more information. 

If you like planning campus events, NCC’s 
Programming Board wants to meet you!  The club meets 
on Tuesdays at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in the College Center, 
Rm. 343.  All are welcome. 

Want to unwind and have some fun?  Try the student 
lounge (College Union, second floor).  The lounge features 
pool, ping-pong, and other games. For more information, 
visit the lounge or call 572-0682.. 

Ready to get in shape?  Take part in this spring’s 
well-being programs at NCC: Zumba Fitness (Tuesday 
and Thursday, 11:45 a.m.; and Thursday, 5 p.m. in P-117); 
Yoga (Tues. and Thurs., 11:45 a.m.; P-120); and Fitness 
at 5 (Wednesday, 5 p.m.; P-117).  Bring a water bottle and 
towel and dress to work out.  For more information, call 
572-7684, ext. 26602. 

NCC’s Career Center holds walk-in hours every 
Thursday from 9:30-11 a.m.  in Nassau Hall, Rm. 14.  If you 
have a career question, need some career advice, or want to 
learn more about the Center’s resources, stop by.  

NCC has your back! Mentors are waiting to talk 
with you and to answer your questions about  classes, 
financial aid, time management, areas of study and anything 
else related to life at NCC.  To sign up for a mentor, go to 
ncc.edu/mentoringprogram.  Questions? Email mentoring@
ncc.edu  

Sigma Chi Eta, the two-year Communications Honor 
Society, invites the campus to a lecture by ESPN  sports 
writer and NFL commentator Adam Schefter on Tuesday, 
May 9 (11:30 a.m.) in the College Center, Rms. 252-253.  
Schefter will talk about his life and work.  All are welcome. 

Did you know that student veterans at NCC have their 
own center? The Student Veterans Center, located in the 
Tower, Plaza level, is open daily (Mon.-Fri., 8:30 a.m.-
4:30 p.m.). The Center offers veteran benefits workshops, 

leadership opportunities, and opportunities to meet other 
veterans.  Stop by and see what the Center is all about.  

The Intervarsity Christian Fellowship invites the 
NCC campus to its meetings on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
club hour (11:30 a.m.) in the College Union, Rm. 302. 

PeaceWork, a student club devoted to exploring 
alternatives to violence, invites the student body to join the 
group and be an advocate for peace.  The club meets every 
Thursday at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in G-375.

Amnesty International, a student group devoted to 
understanding and raising awareness about human rights 
issues, meets on Tuesdays at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in 
G-375.

The annual student art exhibit will be on display 
in the Firehouse Gallery (College Center, first floor) 
through Monday, May 8.  For more information, including 
the gallery’s hours, call 572-7165. 

The Theatre/Dance Department invites the campus 
community to “The World Goes Round,” the songs of 
Kander and Webb, on Thursday, May 4 (8 p.m.); Friday, 
May 5 (8 p.m.); Saturday, May 6 (2 p.m. and 8 p.m.) ; and 
Sunday, May 7 (3 p.m.).  Tickets: $15; $12 for seniors. NCC 
senior observers; NCC employees; and children under 18; 
$5 on weeknights for NCC students with valid NCC ID.  For 
ticket information, call the Theatre Box Office at 572-7676. 

Stars, planets, asteroids and more--they’ll all be part 
of the spring 2017 Astronomy Night program scheduled 
for Friday, May 5  (6:30-10 p.m.) in Cluster C, 3rd floor.  
There will be planetarium shows and astononmy mini-talks 
every half hour, as well as stargazing through cool tele-
scopes.  The schedule: Little Kids’ Planetarium Experience 
(6:30 p.m.); NCC employees and friends: 7 p.m.; NCC stu-
dents: 8 p.m. The program is sponsored by NCC’s Physical 
Science Department, the Astronomy Club, and the Honors 
program.

Want to do something good for someone else Volun-
teer at the Nest (Nassau Empowerment and Support for 
Tomorrow), NCC’s food pantry.  For more information, 
visit the Nest’s website at nestncc.weebly.com.  

NCC’s Intramurals program invites the campus 
community to its annual ”Fun Run 2017” fundraiser 
on Thursday, May 4 (11:30 a.m.).  $20 entry donation in-
cludes t-short, beach towel, and day of race refreshments.  
All proceeds go to the Carleigh Mac Foundation, which has 
benefitted the lives of thousands born with congenital heart 
defects. For more information, including registration infor-
mation, call 572-7684, x 26602.

The Creative Wriitng Club invites the campus to the 
launch of the 2017 edition of Luna, NCC’s student literary 
magazine, on Tuesday, May 9 (11:30 a.m.) in the College 
Center, upper atrium.  Those in attendance will be able to 
get copies of the magazine and listen to student contributors 
read their work.  All are welcome. 

     Academic Information
  
Emergency school closings will be announced over 

the following radio stations: AM: Walk 1370; WOR 1010; 
WCBS 880; WHLI 1100; and    WINS 1010. FM: WALK 
97.5; WBAB 102.3; WBLI 106.1; B103.1; KJOY 98.3; 
LOVE 96.1; WMJC 94.3; WRCN 103.9; and WHPC 90.3.  
School closings will also be announced on News 12 Long 
Island and channels 2 and 4. They will be posted, as well, 
on the NCC website, www.ncc.edu as well as www.wor710.
com and www.WCBS880.com. 

The NCC Library’s hours are Monday-Thursday, 8 
a.m.-9 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-8 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m.-
4:30 p.m.  The Library is closed on Sunday.      

The Writing Center’s spring 2017 hours are as follows: 
Writing Center (Bradley Hall, first floor): Monday, 8:45 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesday, 9:15 a.m.-2:30 p.m.; Wednesday, 8:45 
a.m.-2:45 p.m.; Thursday, 9:15 a.m.-1:45 p.m.; Friday, 8:45 
a.m.-2:45 p.m. and Sunday, 12:15-4 p.m. Library Annex 
(Second Floor, Rm. 233): Monday and Wednesday, 12:30-
8 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday, 10 a.m.-7:45 p.m.; Saturday, 
10:15 a.m.-2 p.m. For more information, call 572-7195.

Looking for a quiet place to study?  Try the Study 

Lounge on the third floor (Rm. 310) of the College Center.  
Hours: Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Thinking of taking a summer course at NCC? Time 
to get planning! Review the schedule of classes on the NCC 
homepage and make an appointment with your advisor.  
Registration for the summer is under way.

Summer Session I and Distance Educatiuon classes 
begin on May 30.  

Summer Weekend classes begin June3-4.
Summer Session II classes begin on July 3.
Summer Session III classes begin on August 7.
Got questions about or need help with choosing a 

major or career, finding a job, getting involved in campus 
life, transferring to another college, or some other issue 
related to your college experience?  Drop by the Student 
Outreach and Support (SOS) Center on the first floor of 
the College Center Building (outside the Office of Student 
Activities) and speak with a member of the Department of 
Student Personnel Services (SPS). Hours: Mon., 9-11 a.m. 
and 1:30-3:30 p.m.; Tues, 9-11 a.m. and 1:30-3:30 p.m.; 
Wed., 1:30-3:30 p.m.; Thurs., 9-11 a.m. and 1:30-3:30 p.m.; 
and Fri., 9-11 a.m.  For information about SPS services, call 
572-7506.

Registration for the fall 2017 semester has begun!!  
Lots of good classes to choose from--register early and get 
the classes, professors, and days and times of your choice.

The last meeting of evening classes for the spring 
semester is Tuesday, May 9. 

The last meeting of weekend classes for the spring 
semester is Sunday, May 14. 

The last meeting of day and distance education 
classes is Monday, May 15.

If you’ve stopped attending a credit class this 
semester and have not processed an official withdrawal 
with the Registrar’s Office, see your professor asap!  If 
you  fail to withdraw officially,  you will receive a “UW” 
grade (Unofficial Withdrawal),  which will carry the same 
weight in your grade-point average (GPA) as an “F” grade.  
Don’t let this happen!  Speak with your professor about 
arranging for an official withdrawal.   

 Follow NCC news on Twitter.com/NCCVignette and 
Twitter.com/fye_nassaucc as well as on the First-Year 
Experience blog, “What’s Up, NCC?” www.whatsupncc.
blogspot.com. 

*  *  *  *
If you’re returning to NCC this 

fall, come and write or take pictures 
for the Vignette.  We seek reporters, 
reviewers, photographers--anyone with 
a passion for keeping readers informed 
about what’s happening at NCC and 
beyond the campus.  No experience is 
necessary--but energy, idealism, and a 
willingness to learn are essential.  Call 
(222-7071) or email us (nccvignette@
gmail.com).  We’d like to hear from you.

 *  *  *  
This is the last issue of the Vignette for 

the 2016-2017 year.  The Vignette staff 
wishes its readers a healthy and happy 
summer.  Congratulations to those 
NCC students who will be graduating 
in May or August.  To students who will 
be returning to NCC next year, see you 
in September!!  

Happenings
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Stamp out silence. 
Write a letter to 

the editor.

The Vignette is the official 
student newspaper and student 
voice of Nassau Community 

College.  It is published 
throughout the fall and spring 

semesters.  Membership is open 
to all NCC students.

The Vignette welcomes 
letters to the editor as well 

as Opinions articles.  Letters 
should be limietd to 350 words.  

Opinions essays should be 
limited to 700 words.  Letters 
and Opinions pieces must be 

signed and contain the author’s 
telephone number or campus 

extension.  The newspaper will 
withhold names on request.

The editorial board reserves 
the right to edit stories or 

letters for clarity and length.  
Views expressed in letters 

and Opinions essays do not 
necessarily reflect those of the 

editorial board.

The Vignette accepts 
classified and display 

advertisements from campus 
and off-campus advertisers.  

Publication of ads in the 
newspaper does not imply 

endorsement of products or     
                  services.   

Address:      
     Vignette
     Nassau Community College
     College Center, Rm. 347
     Garden City, N.Y. 11530    
     Telephone: (516) 222-7071
      nccvignette@gmail.com

     Richard Conway
     Faculty Advisor

Editorial

Selling a textbook, looking for a roommate, 
or starting a business?  

Reach out to the NCC campus community 
through Vignette classifieds.    

For more information, call 222-7071.  

Editorial Board
Raffy Donado
Editor-in-Chief

Alexandra Cid
News Editor

James Rooney
Acting Features Editor

Lowell Pascall
Opinions Editor

Sports Editor

Kenya Morgan
Style Editor

Arts Editor

Olivia Laudano
Advertising Manager

Anya Reid
Photography Editor

Shelsea Mayas
Business Manager

  Contributors 
Avi Ezor, Caroline Parada, Mikal 
Oltedal, Ajaury Williams, Diane 

Nahas, Nsikak Ekong, Dominique 
Procopio, Vlad Barskly, 

Rohandeep Singh, Jeff Morgan, 
Jeffrey Cherubin, Christian 

Velasquez, Kevin Exinor, Reyjohn 
Sarmiento

The Vignette supports the First Amendment  to the United States Constitution.  
You should too!! 

Here Comes Excelsior, 
Ready or Not 

In this issue the Vignette focuses on the term “Free college,” word of 
which seems to be spreading throughout the student body.  Governor 
Andrew Cuomo recently came to an agreement with the legislature in Al-
bany and has decided to offer the “Excelsior Scholarship.” The purpose 
of the Excelsior Scholarship is to provide free tuition to students whose 
family earn less than $100,000 a year, and will be set to take effect this 
Fall 2017. 

What’s the Excelsior Scholarship all about?  How will it affect NCC—
its budget and enrollment?  Hard to say right now.  But in this issue we 
tell you a few basics--so far as what’s known.  

After reading this issue, you should be able to know more.  Read the 
story on page 5.

Rafael Donado
Editor in Chief
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by Nsikak Ekong
Staff Writer

Beta Beta Beta (TriBeta), NCC’s National Biology Honor Society, recently held an induction ceremony for new members.  The Society’s fundamental mission 
is to extend the boundaries of student knowledge through scientific research.  TriBeta held its 2nd Annual TriBeta Conference, entitled “Microbiome: Mind and 
Body” on April 4, 2017.  Members presented a poster and oral presentations on various topics, such as the microbiome of the skin, the effects of the microbiome 
on the brain-gut-axis, and Irritable Bowel Syndrome.  Student presentations were judged by TriBeta members and the faculty, which included Kevin Costa (Allied 
Health Sciences), Wesley Doody (Biology), Salvatore Masi (Allied Health Sciences), Daniel Resch (Chemistry), and Sean Roberts (Biology). TriBeta member Raquel 
Mosseri won first place, Nicholas Stefanidis won second place, Rene Rojas won third place, and Kristin Diamond won Honorable Mention. Prof. Dolisha Jones and 
Prof. Denise Deal of the Biology Department are TriBeta’s faculty advisors.

Dream Team  Sweeps to Power in SGA Election
Fewer than 200 students turn out to vote in May 2-3 election

Raquel Fossett will be the president of the Student Government Association in 
2017-2018.  

Fossett was elected  president over Royland Robinson in an election held on May 
2 and 3.  

Turnout was light, perhaps in part due to of  the absence of publicity and cam-
paigning in n the weeks leading up to the election dates. Also, many of the candidates 
were running unopposed. 

In addition to Fossett, other members of the ticket, which called themselves the 
Dream Team, were also elected.  

Romina Canales was elected vice president. Sameer Sikander was elected trea-
surer. Ramaneep Kaur will be next year’s SGA secretary. Noah Hohner was elected 
public relations chair.  Therese Russell will serve as the student representative to the 
NCC Bioard of Trustees. 

In addition, Wanpeng Meng, who ran as an independent, will serve as the Aca-
demicv Senate student chairperson. 

The election season started in March with two information sessions and another 
one in April, all intended to recruit possible candidates.  Six candidates emerged from 
these events, with another candidate being added on the day of the election. 

Patricia Lim, the current vice president, is the student in charge of putting this 
year’s elections together. In response to questions about the light tunout, she sug-
gested that additional exposure to the candidates priot to the elction could help.

“For next year the new SGA should host a panel for all NCC students so that they 
can get to know the candidates and ask them questions,” Lim said.

Talking with the New SGA Prez
After the election, Vignette reporter Nsikak Ekong spoke with the newly elected SGA 

President Raquel Fossett. Fossett talked about her plans as president for the upcoming 
2017-2018 school year.

Q: What are your priorities?
A: “First I want to continue the work on lowering the prices of textbooks. I plan to 

make sure there is an even platform for all students to ensure that they have the same 
equal amounts of opportunities here at Nassau and when they leave. Most of all, I want 
to make sure that club events, sports games, and festivals become more familiar be-
cause the more students that attend these events, the tighter our community becomes.” 

Q: What student life issues would you like to address as president?
A: “For me, the biggest question is, how are we going to ensure that stu-

dents will have the same equal opportunity on campus regardless of their back-
ground. Internships, balanced budgets, and an easy transition once they leave 
Nassau. That is what I want to work on for next year. I want to have better commu-
nication with the students as well, so there is a better understanding of their issues.” 

Q: What obstacles do you see facing the SGA in the year ahead?
A: “I know that I will hear a lot of opinions from students and faculty. It will be chal-

lenging to make sure that everyone is satisfied with the outcome and plans that I have, 
but in the end I only want my ideas and results to help students.”

Q: If you could fast-forward a year to the end of your term, what you have liked 
to accomplish by the end of your term in May 2018?

A: “I want to come out of my term knowing that I made a tighter community among 
the students and faculty. I want to be even closer to achieving the lowering of textbooks, 
and I also want better communication with students. I plan to work with the next board 
oin May 2018 to ensure this job continues because, in the end, I hope my plans not only 
impact the students here on campus now but for students that plan to attend NCC.  
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Understanding the ins and outs of the Excelsior Scholarship

The arrival of the Excelsior Scholarship, also known as the “Free Tuition Initia-
tive,” has the potential to make attendance at public colleges (two and four-year 
colleges in the City University of New and State University of New York systems) 
in New York State easier than ever before.  

Beginning as early as this fall, students who qualify may be able to attend col-
lege without anything for tuition.

However, the Excelsior Scholarship, proposed by New York Governor Andrew 
Cuomo and approved by the New York State Legislature, contains certain require-
ments that all interested students should be familiar with.

For one, the Excelsior Scholarship will be available in fall 2017 only to students 
who are residents of New York State and whose families earn $100,000 or less.  The 
eligibility figure will change $110,000 in 2018 and $125,000 in 2019, but students 
whose family incomes exceed these amounts will not be eligible.

Second, according to the NCC website, the scholarship will be limited to tu-
ition.  Other expenses, such as books, supplies, transportation, and other costs, 
won’t be covered by the scholarship.

Students must earn the equivalent of thirty credits a year and be in god standing 
academically to maintain their scholarship.  This can include summer and winterim 
classes along with credits earned during the school year.  It also includes online 
courses.  The goal, according to the NCC website, is to have students who are 
receiving the scholarship make steady academic progress and graduate on time.

If students are eligible for New York State’s Tuition Assistance program, Pell 
Grants, and other forms of financial assistance, they may also qualify for support 
through the Excelsior Scholarship, according to the Excelsior Scholarship website. 

The Excelsior Scholarship is also available to transfer students who meet the 
scholarship’s financial and academic requirements.

One important feature of the Excelsior scholarship calls for students to stay and 
work in New York State for a period of years after they graduate.  Upon graduation, 
according to the Excelsior website, students must work in New York State for the  

Free Tuition for Lots of People (But Not All)
by Ajaury Williams
Staff Writer

same number of years that they have received aid.  Thus, a student who receives aid for 
four years must commit to staying and working the state for that same amount of time. 

If students leave the state and work somewhere else during this period, the scholarship 
money they have received will become a loan that must be paid back. 

Though the Excelsior Scholarship has many supporters and seems to be a step in the right 
direction for students who qualify, reaction to the scholarship has not been altogether posi-
tive.

Some private colleges in New York have criticized the scholarship, which they believe 
could hurt their enrollment.  Fordham University has urged its graduates to email Albany and 
complain.

Other critics say that the requirement that students stay in New York after graduation for 
the same number of years that they have received scholarship money is not fair.  Cuomo has 
responded to this criticism by pointing to the benefits to the New York State economy. 

For more information about the Excelsior Scholarship, students should visit the NCC 
homepage and look for the link: www.ncc.edu/admissions/financialaid/freetuitionprogram.
shtml. 

NCC Tuition, Fees  to Rise Next Year
Save those pennies. 
Tuition at NCC looks like it is going up at next year.
At the Tuesday, May 9 meeting of the NCC Board of Trustees, the Board is scheduled 

to consider a proposal to raise tuition $274 for 2017-2018.  Tuition for part-time students 
may be increased $12 a credit as well.

In addition an increase of $55 in the Technology fee for full-time students and $25 for 
part-time students is proposed.  

According to the BOT agenda, the Trustees will also look at a $10 increase in the 
vehicle registration fee.

The increases will go toward closing a budget deficit of approximately12 million 
dollars for next year.

Also scheduled for the Trustees’ meeting is a proposal to increase the Student Activi-
ty fee by $20 a semester.  This fee will provide increased funding for clubs and especially 
the school’s athletics program.  The need for the increase in funding for campus activities 
has been discussed at recent meetings of the Faculty Student Association.  

The BOT meeting will take place in the Tower Building, 11th floor at 7:30 p.m.

It’s Almost 
Graduation!

That’s right:  NCC’s 2017 
ceremony will take place on 

Tuesday, May 23 at 7 p.m. in the 
Nassau Coliseum.  If you’re 
graduating, see page 22 for 

information about the ceremony!  
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Think     
    Summer 

     (School)
                  at  

          NCC!
      Summer Session I
                     (May 30-June 29)      
                     Summer Session II
            (July 3 - August 3)

      Summer Session III
         (August 7 - August 23)

       Weekend Classes
          (June 3 - August 13)

      Online Classes
    (May 30 - August 13)

         Information: 

      www.ncc.edu/admissions/registratr/summer17.shtml
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NCC students time traveled  to the 1990s at the Programming Board’s Back to the 
90s party on Thursday, April 27 in the College Center’s Multipurpose Room.  Students 
listened to 90s music and  spent a few hours back in the days  when the Internet was  
something people only dreamed about.   

Signs of Spring at NCC

Members of Vinyl Theatre  belt out songs at the free show 
on Tuesday, April 25 in the College Center’s Multipurpose Rm.  
The band’s appearance was sponsored by Nassau Concerts.

Students hoop it up (left) and then get ready for serious eating at the outdoor barbeque 
at club hour on Tuesday, May 2 in front of the College Union.

Springfest photos by Anya Reid  and 
Reyjohn Sarmiento 
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WANT TO GIVE BACK TO THE COMMUNITY? 

LOOKING FOR SOME EXTRA SUMMER CASH?

THEN GEAR UP FOR FUN! 

The Center for Excellence and Innovation’s GEAR UP Program is looking for 
motivated and reliable college students to work with 7th and 8th grade middle 

school students at NCC’s GEAR UP EXPLORE SUMMER Program.  

Dates:   July 5, 2017-August 4, 2017

Days:   Monday through Thursday

Time:   8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Place:  Alverta B. Gray-Schultz Middle School
      70 Greenwich Street

     Hempstead, NY 11550 

Salary:    $15.00 per hour

Want to hear more? 
Contact Ms. Leigh Sumter - 516-572-3573 ext. 25868

Summer positions can potentially lead to part-time tutoring positions in the Fall. 
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“Trump Accept Me”
Meshaal Malik

“Things That I Like”
Hyokyoung Choi

“Cubism Still-Life”
Damaris Ordonez

“Ladies Talk””
Sheppard R Somers

Art  Student Competition
Exhibition 2017

Firehouse Art Gallery
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Live from Garden City, it’s Tuesday Night! 

NCC students welcomed comedian and cast member of Saturday Night Live, Sa-
sheer Zamata, at the Evening Activity Hour on Tuesday, April 18.  

Zamata entertained students, faculty and staff with many of her hilarious jokes.  
Her mother is the subject of many of her jokes, but Zamata told us that her blunt mother 
doesn’t mind that she is subject of humor. 

Zamata also shared about how she got into the comedian business, including how 
she got on Saturday Night Live (SNL). She started in high school when she performed 
in the school plays. But it was when she was in college at the University of Virginiaa 
that she found her calling in comedy. 

Before SNL, Zamata had been performing at the Upright Citizen’s Brigade in New 
York City since 2009. She joined the Saturday Night Live during its 39th season. 

Zamata is the first black female cast member on SNL since Maya Rudolph left the 
show in 2007. 

Zamata has appeared in sketches for CollegeHumor, sketches on Totally Biased 
with W. Kamu Bell and Inside with Amy Schumer, and she has co-starred in ABC  
News’ hidden camera series Primetime: Would You Fall For That? Zamata also stars in 
the web series Pursuit of Sexiness.

By Nsikak Ekong
Staff Writer

(with special guest
Sasheer 

Zamata!)

Logan Roars

Wow. That was the first thought I had when I saw Logan for the first time in theaters. 
Starring Hugh Jackman as Logan/Wolverine, Patrick Stewart as Professor Charles Xavier, 
and Boyd Holbrook as Donald Pierce, the film follows Logan as he embarks on one last 
mission with Professor Xavier and a little mutant named Laura in tow. It has garnered 
critical acclaim in various circles of the press, with some even calling it one of the greatest 
superhero movies of all time. 

Personally, I loved the movie. I loved the violence that came with it. It was an R-Rated 
gore fest, filled with violent moments, intense action, yet surprisingly interspersed with 
thoughtful and shockingly profound moments that did much to awaken me out of my 
foggy state. It was filled with awesome moments that would make even the most casual 
superhero fan thrust their fists up in the air with exuberant energy. It was that awesome. 
And if this is Hugh Jackman’s last time portraying the character, as he said it would be, 
what a way to go out!  I would implore anyone who has not seen the movie to see it. 

Now despite all of this, I am still a bit shocked at how well Logan has been received 
by the critics. They say it was the best superhero film since 2008’s The Dark Knight. 
Considering how influential The Dark Knight has been on superhero films and on films in 
general, to say that Logan belongs in the same category is a huge and grandiose claim to 
make. As I’ve said, I loved this movie, but nothing, at least nothing at the moment, could 
compare it to The Dark Knight. Nolan’s movie is still the best superhero film ever. But, 
I would discount the fact that I could be wrong, and only time can simply tell whether 
Logan deserves to mentioned among the great films of the past. Only history has the right 
to judge us all, you know. 

However, that said, I will say that Logan was still a fun, action-filled ride that kept me 
upright and on the edge of my seat the whole time. It seems to me that this is a trend that 
Marvel that is beginning to revel in, and rightfully so. Marvel seems to starting a wave 
(hopefully) of Rated R films that began with the huge box office successes of Deadpool 
and Dr. Strange last year. Logan was another box office hit, taking in over $500 million. 
It would be safe to say that after the disappointment of Batman vs. Superman last spring, 
and the mediocrity of Suicide Squad over the summer, Marvel has a leg up on its rival, 
DC Comics. All in all, Logan was great film, that maybe wasn’t on the level of The Dark 
Knight, but that still managed to enthrall viewers and movie critics, present some dope 
visuals, bring an exciting storyline, and rake in some serious dough at the same time. 

Reviewed by Kevin Exinor
Staff Writer

What’s So Funny About 
Genocide?

We live in a society that prizes free speech, and nowhere is that more apparent than 
in our frequent take-no-prisoners approach to comedy. Some topics, however, seem too 
serious to mock, and are often more trouble than they’re worth. 

For instance, the Holocaust.  Should you be able to make jokes about the Holocaust?   
Can you even make jokes about the Holocaust?   Interviews with comedians,  Holocaust 
survivors and others examine a tricky issue and a trend in comedy that’s bigger than 
you would expect.

The Last Laugh examines the history of Holocaust and Nazi jokes, from wartime 
comedies mocking fascism, to shows like Family Guy and South Park referencing Anne 
Frank. Many different areas of the issue are debated. Some of the survivors have a 
sense of gallows humor about that time, while others can’t see the comedy in it at all. 
Everybody in the film agrees that Joan Rivers using the tragedy for laughs was taste-
less, while opinions differ on whether or not Oscar-winner Life is Beautiful, a comedy-
drama about a father’s comedic antics in a concentration camp to shield his son from 
horror, was a heartwarming take on the subject or “the worst movie ever made.” 

Do jokes about Holocaust denial empower the deniers? When Sacha Baron Cohen 
tricks racists into revealing themselves on camera, is he simply airing prejudice? Should 
we be focusing on other genocides as well, and are they even worse? Are Holocaust 
jokes downplaying tragedy or demonstrating survival? What comedy is truly taboo? 

Many of the film’s arguments are open-ended and discussions are encouraged. With 
the threatening  rise of online white-supremacist communities and free speech becom-
ing a hot-button political issue, this release couldn’t be better timed. It’s definitely worth 
a look.

Review

Reviewed byAvi Ezor
Staff Writer

Music, film 
theatre, and  book critics  wanted  for  the fall 

semester.  Look up the Vignette in September!
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NCC Student Artists at Work
In this issue of  the Vignette, the newspaper  continues to feature  the work of NCC student artists.  The images and words on the fol-

lowing pages were produced by students in classes and in some cases on their own.  Though  this is the last issue of the newspaper for 
this school year, the Vignette will continue to feature the work of students in its 2017-2018 issues. Students are invited to share their work 
with the campus community.  Email submissions to NCCVignette@gmail.com.  Please include your name and a telephone number.

Interviewing Trump’s America

1. “Who are the L.I.B.E.R.A.L.S?” I asked the Conservatives
 “Losers”
“Idiots”
“Babies”

“Extremists”
“Rioters”

“Assholes”
“Lunatics”
“Socialists”

 
2. “Who are the C.O.N.S.E.R.V.A.T.I.V.E.S.?” I asked the Liberals

“Conmen”
“Oppressors”
“Narcissists”

“Sexists”
“Egomaniacs”

“Rascals”
“Vultures”
“Assholes”
“Tyrants”

“Imbeciles”
“Villains”
“Elitists”

“Sons Of Bitches”
   

3. “Can you describe O.B.A.M.A.C.A.R.E?” I asked the Conservatives
“Ominous”

“Blasphemous”
“Avaricious”

“Mendacious”
“Atrocious”
“Callous”

“Atrabilious”
“Ravenous”

“Extortionist”
 
 

4. Can you describe the B.O.R.D.E.R W.A.L.L?” I asked the Liberals
“Bogus”

“Outrageous”
“Reasonless”
“Duplicitous”
“Egregious”

“Racist” 
“Worthless”

“Acrimonious”
“Loutish”

“Ludicrous”

“Enlightened”
“Trusted”

“Animated”
“Awakened
“Invigorated

“Nimble-witted”

6. “How does M.A.K.E A.M.E.R.I.C.A G.R.E.A.T A.G.A.I.N make you feel?” 
I asked the Liberals

“Maladjusted”
“Agitated”
“Knouted”

“Exasperated”
 “Alienated”

“Misrepresented
“Exhausted”
“Rejected”
“Infected”

“Capitulated”
“Adulterated”

“Grated”
“Restricted”
“Excoriated”

“Assassinated”
“Tainted”

“Afflicted”
“Annihiliated”

“Imploded”
“Neglected”

      --Jeffrey Cherubin

5. “How does M.A.K.E A.M.E.R.I.C.A G.R.E.A.T A.G.A.I.N make you 
feel?”  I asked the Conservatives

“Motivated”
“Ameliorated”

“Kindred”
“Elated” 

“Accommodated”
“Mitigated”
“Elevated”

“Rejuvenated”
“Illuminated”
“Celebrated”

“Appreciated”
 “Grounded”
“Respected”

Oda a la Grama 
Grama, verde y pasiva 

Grama, inocente pero agresiva
Eres el misterio de la vida

A la vez mi guía.

Oda a la Grama,
Cual nunca se gana,

Aun cuando te cortan, 
Sigues de cómoda.

Eres el espejo del humano
Te trata como sus hermanos

El tiempo corre
Tu sueño muere.

Oda a la grama 
Desde el tiempo de génesis

Eres la madre
La que nos cuida.

Tu Lucifer, nosotros somos
Dioses falso nos hicimos 

Te traicionamos 
Ciegos, nos convertimos. 

     --Walter Jose Mejia 
Símbolos: La grama (Planeta tierra) Genesis (Libro de la Biblia hablando de 

el comienzo), Lucifer (El ángel que traiciono dios), El espejo (Cuando alguien se 
mira a un espejo, puede ver el reflejo de la persona. Aquí simboliza igualdad o una 
sensación de ser parte del mismo planeta), Hermanos (Simboliza todos nosotros. 
Amigos, familia, extraños).
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 More NCC Student Artists at Work
Special thanks once again to 

Prof. Max Gottfried, Art Depart-
ment, and students enrolled  in  

Art 105  (2-Dimensional Design). 
Their work appears on pages 

12-13. 

Ines Bahamonde

Morgan Seeger

Leslie Arevalo
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More NCC Student Artists at Work

Megan Kaufman

Jlawel Cheng

Joseph Marchini

Daniel Ryan
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                         Classified Ad

Alternative to Abortion
Choose Life for Me!

After 18 days you can hear my heartbeat.
After 40 days, you can measure my brain waves.
After 45 days, I feel pain and respond to touch.

Free Pregnancy Testing, Information, and 
Counseling

Also post-abortion counseling.
Call: 1-631-243-0066

1-631-243-2373
516-798-9100 Massapequa
516-408-6300 Hempstead

Ads 
 

 
 

Easter Flowers & Jacques 
Torres Chocolates Make the 

Perfect Gift 
 

Wide Variety of Easter Plants 
including Tulips,  Hyacinths,  Lilies, 
Daffodils, Azaleas, Hydrangeas, 
Mixed Plant Baskets, and Orchids 

 

... always Free Delivery in Garden City since 1902 ... 
Free Parking Behind Store  

Flower Delivery around town, Long Island, and the Entire USA 
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Located: South Hall Room 118

Monday 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

Tuesday 11:30 am – 1:00 pm and 4:00pm-6:00pm 

Wednesday 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

   Visit us on our website for more information at http://
nestncc.weebly.com

Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/TheNESTatNCC

Follow us on Twitter: @foodinthenest

If you are in need, bring your NCC ID and 

we will provide groceries for your family!

Food Donations are Welcome

Please think about volunteering!

A food pantry 

Nassau: Empowerment and Support for Tomorrow

The
NEST at NCC
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Is the Activity Fee Really for the Students?
Have you ever taken a look at the bottom of your phone bill, found your attention 

fixated on one of those small fees and thought to yourself, “What the hell is that?”  Nas-
sau Community College has some of those too. These fees, however, are not a scam. 
They are essential for the maintenance and finance of various utilities and opportunities 
campus-wide. This includes lab fees, and the student activities fee. Before you get mad 
and think to yourself, “Why do I have to pay this?”, there are a few things to keep in 
mind.

When it comes to the student ACTIVITIES fee, the title is not at all a misrepresenta-
tion. This money funds all activities and events that happen on campus. Without it, the 
SGA Programming Board’s Springfest would not happen. Additionally, there would be 
no Vignette for students who want to get involved in photography and journalism. New 
student orientation, which is run by the student activities office, would not take place as 
it usually does in the beginning of every semester. All clubs would be given no budget 
to host events. Lastly, there would be no athletics program.

What most people don’t know, is how this money is allocated. Approximately 2 
percent of it is allotted to the Vignette. Then roughly 40 percent is given to the Student 
Government Association, who are in charge of dividing that money among all of the 
clubs on campus. The rest of the money, over 50 percent, is given to the athletics pro-
grams. This sounds great on paper, but it isn’t necessarily the best for the whole student 
body.

The athletics program, for the 2016-2017 academic year, was utilized by a total of 
499 students. That means that a whopping grand total of 2.5 percent of the entire student 
body has the privilege of more than half of the money. Let’s talk about that. Less than 
five percent of the student population will receive over a million dollars, according to a 
vote just passed by FSA (Faculty-Student Association) on April 19 to expand the athlet-
ics budget by hundreds of thousands of dollars. In actuality, the money being used by 
athletics won’t see an increase exactly. Its budget was raised, but athletics has gone over 
their budget every year.  Instead of more carefully overseeing athletics, FSA decided it 
was a better idea to appease them, punishing the rest of the students by increasing the 
student activities fee by twenty dollars for the 2017-2018 year, and lowering the per-
centage given to clubs and other activities.

The downside to this is that athletics, unlike clubs, is not open to everyone. During 
my first semester, after searching unsuccessfully for information on tryouts for the la-
crosse team, I personally approached the lacrosse coach about trying out. He proceeded 
to end the conversation abruptly and dismissively, saying that they had been recruiting 
prior to tryouts and ultimately telling me not to bother trying out. This is quite similar 
to scenarios faced by other students who wanted to get involved with men’s soccer 
and the cheer team. Both programs are also guilty of such exclusive behaviors. If these 
programs are not completely open to all students, should students be mandated to pay 
for them?

FSA, which is in charge of overseeing much of the money that is distributed for 

campus activities, always falls back on the word “retention.” This word is their sole 
reason for giving so much money to the athletics department. When they say retention, 
they mean that athletics gets students to go to class and graduate on time with a degree. 
Though they fall back on this reasoning with confidence, when asked if they can present 
any statistics that prove athletics to be a retention tool, FSA responds by stating that they 
do not have any, refusing to comply.

Let us say for argument’s sake, that athletics is a retention tool and that they do 
ensure that every student-athlete at Nassau Community College is going to every class, 
participating in the classroom, and graduating on-time with 4.0 GPAs. Another question 
must be considered: Is it worth it?

Keep in mind that athletics only engages 500 students per year. Even if it is a re-
tention tool for those 500 students, should every student have to pay for the retention 
of others? Art majors and certain science majors are required to pay lab fees. Perhaps 
a more adequate plan than what is in place would be to have athletes pay an athletics 
fee. No matter what, many would argue that it is unfair that all students have to pay for 
programs that are not open to them nor provide them with any benefit, not even enter-
tainment.

The homecoming football game for the fall semester of 2016 saw an embar-
rassingly low turnout. There were only what appeared to be a total of 30 specta-
tors, only 10 of whom were students. No tickets were sold, meaning that no revenue 
was generated for the college by the biggest sporting event of the year. If the home-
coming game brought in no money, it is safe to say that no athletic programs did. 

Just as the Athletics department failed to advertise their tryouts, they made no ef-
fort to advertise their biggest game of the season. This could have been the cause of the 
low attendance but regardless, if their concern was the whole student body, one would 
think that they would put forth a greater effort to publicize everything that they do.

For the record, I am a middle-school hockey coach for the Bellmore-Mer-
rick School District. I have played sports my whole life. I understand the impor-
tance of athletics and would never want athletic programs to be dismissed. My 
purpose for writing is that something needs to change. The ways in which stu-
dent money has been handled can be considered inappropriate, and the way 
that the athletics department has conducted themselves is not entirely just.

For anyone who does not want to support programs with their money that don’t sup-
port or represent their interests, you can get a refund of this money by reaching out to 
the SUNY office. 

It is always important to pay attention to where money is going. Word of advice: 
invest in what is important to you, go to public meetings, and always read the fine print.

Landon Cooper is the president of the SGA Programming Board.

By Landon Cooper 

100 Days Down, 1360 to Go

In President Donald Trump’s 100 days in office,  there 
have been a lot of growing tensions between the United 
States and countries across waters. 

Following the chemical weapons Syrian leader Assad 
used against ISIS-backed rebels, which caused multiple 
casualties involving civilians, Trump launched an air-
strike of 59 tomahawk missiles to Syrian airfield in re-
sponse. This action brought mixed opinions in Congress: 
Some agreed while others disagreed because Trump did 
not getting Congressional approval to carry out the strike. 

Relations between the U.S. and Russia have intensi-
fied as Russian President Vladimir Putin described the 
decision as being an “act of aggression.” Along with the 
investigation concerning Russia’s involvement in the 
Presidential election, there have also been claims from 
the White House council of National Security that Rus-
sia planned to cover up Syria’s involvement in chemical 
weapons using false documents. Russian prime minister 
Dmitri Medvedev says ties with the U.S. are “completely 
ruined.” 

Recently Trump’s administration placed a sanction on 

271 employees of Syria’s Scientific Studies and Research 
Center, which the administration believes was involved 
in the making of the chemical weapons. This wasn’t the 
first time Syrian employees of the Scientific Studies cen-
ter were under sanction for the making of chemical weap-
ons. 

In addition to what has been going on with Russia 
and Syria, countries like North Korea have been action in 
testing their nuclear and missile programs.The relation-
ship between the U.S. and North Korea has always been 
cautious and suspicious. But as that isolated nation con-
tinues to develop and test long-range weapons, they show 
to be a problem for near neighboring countries.

With the United Nations already having North Korea 
under sanctions, the U.S. wants to further enforce these 
sanctions  due to North Korea’s frequent missile testings. 
The Trump administration recently held a briefing about 
North Korea’s future actions and how we will solve the 
issue. Senators who attended weren’t surprised by what 
they were told.  Sen. John McCain stated, “I didn’t hear 
anything new because I have been heavily briefed be-
fore.” 

While some senators felt the meeting was a waste of 

time, others were reassured about the meeting since it 
was coming from Trump’s national security team want-
ing to speak directly to the Senate. 

And as of a few nights ago there were reports that 
Trump spoke with Prime Minister of Canada and Mexico 
about not ending the North American Free Trade Agree-
ment, at least for the time being. During his Presidential 
campaign Trump spoke about how he wasn’t fond the 
plan. In fact, speaking in Wisconsin, he stated, “We’re 
going to make some very big changes, or we are going to 
get rid of NAFTA once and for all.” 

His comments left people wondering if Trump was ei-
ther going to end NAFTA or negotiate for different terms. 
Ending NAFTA could lead to many jobs being lost.

But there’s no telling what could happen whether a 
threat from overseas or problems within the states could 
risk our safety or problems within the states.  Hopefully 
these problems can be avoided or solved in the best way 
possible.  

Courtney Crawford is a Vignette staff writer.      

The ups and  downs of Trump’s first 100 days in office
ByCourtney Crawford 
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With the spring semester soon coming to a close and summer classes right around 
the corner, I can’t help but think one thing: my time at Nassau Community College is 
almost complete. 

Seriously, where did those two years go? How did they go by so quickly? I like 
many students will be saying fair well to NCC in just a few short weeks and moving on 
to bigger things, places and schools this coming fall. It is all so bittersweet but I know 
that I am ready.

A lot of people told me that it would be a 
waste of time to go to “community college,” that I 
wouldn’t “make any friends” and that it was basi-
cally just “13th grade.” I was even told communi-
ty college isn’t even real college. I’m sure you’ve 
not only heard that, yet also felt that way about 
this school before too. I know I did. 

Now two years later I can confidently say 
something truthful about those people and state-
ments: They were wrong. 

But please make no mistake here. I hated hav-
ing to walk from my math class in the B cluster 
to get to my English class in the N building in 
the pouring rain or fighting over a parking spot as 
much as the next student. But Nassau has given me things I couldn’t be more grateful 
to receive (you know, besides the cafeteria food). 

Nassau Community College opened up something in me that didn’t think was ever 
possible. I started to love to go to school.  As a Communication Arts major, I got to take 
some pretty interesting courses like Public Speaking, Understanding Mass Media and 
Intercultural Communications--classes hat I enjoyed going to.  And in the end I reached 
a major goal of mine as well. I obtained my associates degree! Its truly such an inde-
scribable feeling and I made myself really proud. 

This school helped me break out of my shell and start meeting and talking to new 
people who I would soon get to call my friends. What I got out of Nassau was thanks 
to what I put into Nassau. I reached out, joined clubs, went to events, took on more 

difficult courses and so much more. Go the extra mile here because I promise you that 
it will be worth it. You never know who you’ll meet walking by the library or hanging 
out in the G building.

I want to personally thank Professor O’ Connell and Professor Burgreen for all 
they have done for me, along with every other Communications student at this school.  
Thanks to these wonderful women I was able to obtain my very first internship, which 
I adored, and I was accepted into the Communications Honor Society, Sigma Chi Eta. 

I look back on my time as a Com Arts stu-
dent and cherish every second of it. You both 
helped me see a side of myself I didn’t know 
I had in me as a student. When I had any 
doubts or fears or worries, you two stood be-
side me and reminded me that you believed 
in me, so I should believe in me too. 

I would also like to give a massive thank 
you the entire Communications Department, 
who are some of the most incredible profes-
sors I’ve ever had and people I’ve ever met. 
I have learned so much from you all and will 
take that information with me as I venture 
off. 

Thanks for everything Nassau! I am proudly leaving NCC a completely different 
person than who I was when I first set foot on campus on September 1, 2015.  Over the 
last two years I have been tested on my abilities, I have been pushed to my limits and 
because of that I have grown. I am not just a changed student yet at the same time a 
changed person as well. 

I am so thankful for this school and all it has done for me. I feel confident that I am 
fully prepared to take on this next exciting and challenging chapter in my academic life, 
and that is all because of Nassau Community College. 

Dominique Procopio is a soon-to-be NCC graduate--Class of 2017.

My Thank You Letter to NCC
By Dominique Procopio

Don’t Be Hannah
A few weeks ago, a new show on Netflix was pre-

miered: Thirteen Reasons Why. Thirteen Reasons Why is 
based on a book by Jay Asher. It follows a boy named 
Clay who recently lost his friend Hannah due to suicide. 
Hannah left a series of tapes depicting the thirteen rea-
sons why she killed herself. The show promotes suicide 
awareness and the consequences of suicide. The show’s 
producers, Selena Gomez and her mother Mandy Teefy, 
wanted to bring suicide 
in the light because it 
isn’t talked about often. 

I personally watched 
all thirteen episodes in 
the span of a weekend. 
Every episode was based 
on a reason Hannah 
killed herself. As epi-
sodes go on, the reasons 
got more serious and you 
started to realize why she killed herself. 

Tears streamed down my face as I watched the last 
couple of episodes. As someone who used to be suicidal 
in high school, I feel like this show was not a way to give 
awareness to suicide. It makes suicide something to be 
desired. After Hannah killed herself, all her friends were 
mourning her. But after you die, you can’t come back--
and that’s where the show misses the point. 

According to the American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention, suicide is the tenth leading cause of death 
in the United States and about 44,000 people every year 
commit suicide every year. Suicide is a serious and sensi-

tive topic and it is not talked about often. Suicide of peo-
ple between 18 and 35 is mostly ignored in our society. 
Sometimes people joke around and say that they want to 
kill themselves. Suicide isn’t something you should play 
around with. 

According to the Suicide Prevention Hotline, most 
signs of a suicidal people can include mood swings, 
hopelessness, extreme alcohol abuse, sleeping too little 

or too much, talk-
ing about feeling 
trapped, or even 
talking about kill-
ing themselves.

But it doesn’t 
have to be this 
way. 

“Suicide is 
not inevitable for 
anyone,” notes the 

Suicide Prevention hotline website. “By starting a con-
versation, providing support, and directing help for those 
who need it, we can prevent suicides and help save lives.” 

Someone who is suicidal may not reach out for help. 
If you think someone is depressed or suicidal, talk to 
them, be there for them and listen. Any help you can give 
them is a step forward. Other things you can do to help is 
never judge or argue the value of life; a person’s opinion 
may be different than yours.

 At Nassau Community College, there are many ways 
to seek out help if you or someone you know has any sui-
cidal thoughts, if you are feeling depressed, or if you just 

need someone to talk to. Talking to someone is impor-
tant. Hearing someone else’s opinion or advice can help. 
At the Psychological Counseling Center, there is always 
someone who can listen to you. Located in Nassau Hall in 
room 9 the psychologists are there to help. It is open from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. Monday through Friday. You can 
also call the Suicide Prevention Hotline at 1(800) 273-
8255.

The problem with Hannah in Thirteen Reasons Why 
was that she thought no one cared about her and her prob-
lems. But that is not true. Take care of yourself.

Alexandra Cid is the features editor of the Vignette.

By Alexandra Cid

If you  think  someone is 
depressed or suicidal,  talk to 
them, be there for them, and 

listen.

Thanks for everything Nassau! I am 
proudly leaving NCC a completely 

different person than who I was when I 
first set foot on campus on

September 1, 2015.

Thinking isn’t illegal in America 
(at least not yet!).  So between now 

and the time school starts in Septem-
ber, keep an eye on the world (and 
events at NCC).  Come September, 
share your thoughts and ideas with 
the campus through the Vignette’s 
Opinions section.  Email opinions 
essays to NCCVignette@gmail.com 
(subject line:  Opinions).  Be sure 

to include your name and telephone 
number. 
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Talking to Trump
The Vignette asked members of the campus community 

to tell us what they would say if they could talk to President 
Donald Trump (give him advice, ask him questions, etc. )  
for five  minutes.  Here  is what some people said.  

“If I had the opportunity to interview Our 46th 
President Donald Trump. I’d ask him why he used 
hate for his campaign. I  understand the effective-
ness of using people’s fears to make them vote for 
you. But do you understand how divided we have be-
come because of this? The day you won the election 
I and a group of friends went to protest your 
victory in front of your International hotel on 
Columbus Circle. I want you to know that i 
leaked your Social Security number as well 
during an ”Anti-Tump” rally. So my final 
question is, How do you like them apples?”

--Rafael Donado

“Politics can mean different things to individ-
uals. Politicians tend to speak more and show no 
action. That’s what American politics is all about. 
There are many things I would love to tell you in 
person, many of them has to do with the current 
situation of the nation. The nation is divided between those 
on the left and those on the right, each containing different 
ideas. As the President you should be doing a better job unit-
ing the country by advocating the idea of unity, the idea of a 
nation that respects anyone’s political view. Indeed, that was 
the intention of Democracy. Today that democracy is gone. 
We seem to attack anyone who has different political ideolo-
gies from the left.  Within foreign affairs you’re doing a good 
job. Starting with the Syrian crisis. Many Syrians believed 
the past administration did not do a good job on keeping their 
word. The Obama administration showed no sign of force, 
allowing Bashar Al-Assad to violate human rights, by killing 
thousands of children with chemical weapons. It was time for 
the United States to step in and make a difference, especially 
if the country will talk about “democracy” and “being the 
most powerful.” Regarding immigration, you failed to keep 
your promise. You decided to deport all illegal immigrants 
when you said you would only deport those with criminal 
records. There are many more things I would love to tell you 
but these were some of the many things I wanted to say.”

--Walter Meijia 
 

“Mr. President, you promised to drain the swamp, you promised 
to stand up to special interests, you promised to be the peopl’s voice.  
You have done something no President has ever done.  You have failed 
to uphold all of your commitments to the people who elected you.  

You have seen that however all powerful 
your ofice is, you are still in check by the 
courts and  even yopur own Congressio-
nal Republicans  will not allow you to  
empower  yourself and your friends.  You 
have let the military-industrial complex 
and the pharmaceutical companies take 
ocntrol of government.  I will be happy 
when your party loses a majority  in both 
houses and you lose re-election.  Your  
movement was built on the triumphs of 
the last century.  You failed to  see that 
technology  is our future, not manufac-
turing.  America has always been great!”

--Michael Hilt

“There is no reason to ban Muslims.  There is no reason to 
ban illegal immigrants.  I am struggling against Trump-care.”

                      --Fahad

“Building a wall between the  United States and Mexico is a preposter-
ous idea.  It will accomplish nothing and cause many problems.   The big-
gest immigration crisis facing the country has nothing to do with Mexicans 
illegally crossing the border.  Instead, it’s that hundreds of thousands of 
Central Americans  are fleeing brutal violence and  extreme  poverty in 
their home countries and seeking aylum in the United States--but our im-
migration system is overwhelmed and completely unprepared to handle the 
abundance of immigrants here today. . . . We can’t bounce kids and families 
seeking protection off a wall, and leave them to fate on the other side.”

       --Name Withheld

“If you really want to be considered a great leader, start by paying more attention to the  vulnerable 
in our midst--the poor, the sick, the young, the elderly, those most in need of help.  The wealthy, the 
powerful, and the fat cats don’t need a helping hand.  They can take care of themselves.  But looking 
out for the powerless--those for whom life is an uphill climb--that’s the real mark of a great leader.”  

                                          
                                                                                              --Richard Conway

“Resign! You are a terrible president.  
You’re greedy and you love power.”

    
    --Anya Reid

Got something you’d like to say to 
President Trump?  Email the Vignette at 
NCCVignette@gmail.com.  The Vignette 
will run it in our first fall issue. P.S.  In-
clude your name and telephone number.
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On the campaign trail, Don-
ald J. Trump proposed that, if elected, he would re-work 
American foreign policies to put America’s interest first, 
beginning with walling our Southern border at Mexico’s 
expense. The Mexican president had a belly laugh and de-
clared zero financial responsibility for the project.  

So Mr. T promptly reversed the $25 billion cost to 
the American government (i.e. American taxpayers) and 
in upside down talk declared Mexico will pay up in the 
future. 

Also while campaigning, Mr. T promised to re-ne-
gotiate NAFTA, our trade agreement with Mexico and 
Canada, but reversed course in office when he learned of 
the damage to American interests associated with undoing 
NAFTA.  He subsequently learned that the Mexican gov-
ernment partners with U.S. border patrols in trying to pre-
vent unsanctioned border crossings and also co-operates 
with U.S. counter-terrorism agencies. He now understands 
that the Mexican government has been our good friend 
and trading partner. So the NAFTA project was sent to the 
back burner and there it remains indefinitely.

In the name of America first, Mr. T told South Korea to 
pay the $1 billion cost for our installment of the THAAD 

missile defense system aimed to deter military action from 
North Korea. The South Koreans hit the streets en masse 
to demand of America to stick to its contracted agreement 
to pay for the system.  So, Mr. T reversed positions and 
accepted the $1 billion cost for the THAAD missile instal-
lation on South Korean soil.

On the campaign trail, Mr. T promised to undo the Iran 
deal of lifting sanctions in return for Iran halting nuclear 
weapons development under strict international inspec-
tions. In office, Mr. T discovered that Iran is at war with 
ISIS as is the United States, so the Iran deal stays in force 
in order not to antagonize an ally in fighting ISIS.

 As part of the America First platform, Mr. T initial-
ly denounced China as a currency manipulator that was 
harming the U.S. economy.  He also promised to use his 
powerful negotiating prowess to strong-arm China into 
pressuring North Korea to cease and desist nuclear testing 
and to mitigate its hostility to South Korea.  In this nega-
tive mind-set on China, Mr. T acknowledged the President 
of Taiwan in a direct telephone call, apparently un-doing 
America’s 70-year one-China policy. 

But then Chinese President Shih met Trump at 
Maralago headquarters and explained Chinese fiscal poli-

cy, including China’s commitment to re-uniting Taiwan to 
the mainland and revealing China’s minimal influence on 
North Korean policy. 

Afterward, Trump announced that he has a wonder-
ful opinion of President Shih and that China is NOT a 
currency manipulator.  He added that China is unable to 
apply meaningful pressure on North Korean policies and 
that YES, there is just one China: Taiwan is a renegade 
state that, like Hong Kong, will eventually re-unite with 
the mainland.

Pre-election, Trump declared NATO obsolete. 
Now he has reversed course and announced our strong 

involvement in the NATO alliance, including the continu-
ation of financial participation at current levels, despite his 
earlier complaint that NATO countries were bilking us and 
making us pay for their share in the organization.

What grade are we giving on Trump’s 100th day in 
office?

Will the grade go up or down on his 200th day?

Diane Nahas is an NCC student.

by Diane Nahas

Hand in Hand for a Safe Campus
“Come on, it’s Nassau, nobody cares!” 
These words were spoken to me by a fellow student at NCC. She was speaking and 

sharing her thoughts on safety at Nassau. 
I was taken aback by her response. Days after our quick encounter, however, her words 

repeated themselves in my head. In the days that followed, I felt compelled to ask several 
of my classmates if they too felt Nassau didn’t care about their safety. 

While I can’t speak for every student, several of my classmates expressed their concern 
over safety. “Anyone can just walk onto campus. I never walk alone…” 

As I listened to my classmate share his experience, I heard other classmates agree: 
“Yup! It’s so true!” 

On April 10, 2017, students were sent an email regarding a possible rape that had oc-
curred on March 21 in the 3rd-floor stairwell of the College Center Building (CCB).  On 
December 19, 2016, a woman was flashed by an unidentified male. 

These incidents happened four months apart, in what I would call populated areas of 
the school. Almost any tunnel that connects clusters A,B,D are dimly lit-- in particular, 
the P-tunnel that connects the student parking lot to the campus. 

I as well as several female students have shared our concern over harassment within 
the CCB building.  It can be uncomfortable to walk through the CCB common area with-
out feeling like you’re being watched. But what can be done? 

Feeling it was my right to share not only my experience but the experience of my 
peers; I wrote an email to NCC President Dr. W. Hubert Keen. In what I would call a 
passionate and honest letter, I disclosed my concerns over safety at Nassau. Within three 
days of sending my letter, President Keen responded. Regarding the reported March 21 

incident, he wrote, “...we promptly investigated but also called in the Nassau County Po-
lice which is in charge of investigating all crimes.  I am hopeful we will have identified 
the perpetrators and that, whenever possible, an arrest will be made.” 

 After reaching out to President Keen, I still felt as though I hadn’t really gained a 
better perspective about campus safety at Nassau. It was then that I and three members of 
the newspaper found ourselves in the office of Dean Smith, who is the Dean Of Students 
at Nassau.   

As I shared my thoughts, Dean Smith listened intently and explained that Nassau 
does in fact have procedures in place to keep students safe. While I had the pleasure of 
speaking withDean Smith and being comforted with this newly acquired information, I 
still felt as though our collective concern over public safety has not been fully addressed. 

Even as I write this piece, I’m still trying to figure out what it is I want from the 
school and Public Safety. I feel as though my thoughts and ideas are a bit scattered.

But with certainty, I say this to you: I will continue to speak out on behalf of my 
fellow peers, I will continue to reach out to the administration with passion and deter-

The Arthritis Foundation has inspired me to be more productive and has improved my communication 
skills tremendously. Being able to help the foundation raise money for the Walk to Cure Arthritis has been 
very important to me. I know that it is possible for researchers to find a cure and I know that it will change 
the lives of millions of people all over the Globe. The only way for us to find a breakthrough cure for Arthri-
tis is through extensive research. This involves gaining funding and raising awareness. 

Being able to attend the Arthritis Foundation Summit in March was a huge blessing. It gave me the op-
portunity to share my personal thoughts and concerns. I learned so much useful information about arthritis 
that I didn’t even know. I learned that many of the older people suffering from arthritis in the past didn’t 
have the same medications that are out today and because of that some had to get joint replacements to be 
able to function normally. I got to know more insight on the forms of arthritis and the different ways it af-
fected people. 

Hearing stories of others just like me was truly inspirational. Going to Washington D.C. and visiting 
the House of Representatives felt so monumental. Over 300 people attended the Advocacy Summit from all 
across the states, and luckily I was picked to represent N.Y. with an army of other New Yorkers right by my 
side to march on Capitol Hill. Going into the offices of New York elected officials and spreading theword 
about the Arthritis Caucus was the opportunity of a lifetime. I developed a better understanding on how the 
Government and our state representatives can help make a change for people living with arthritis. 

Not many people know that arthritis is the leading cause of disability in America or about the life-
threatening effects that it can have on the human body.  This is why I have dedicated my time to becoming 
an advocate for the arthritis community.  

I know that what I am doing will eventually change the future. During the summer of 2016 I set up a 
garage sale/fundraiser with my friends and family and all the proceeds went to The Walk To Cure Arthritis. 
We gave away magazines and brochures with plenty of information about arthritis. 

As a marketing major at NCC, I’ve learned many different ways to market who I am and brand myself, 
and what it is that I represent. I am now able to apply the techniques that I have learned thus far in market-
ing to help raise awareness of arthritis on NCC’s campus as well as  through fundraising for The Walk To 
Cure Arthritis. 

And as secretary of the L.E.A.P. Club, I have been constructing a plan to  impact, influence, and inspire 
by spreading knowledgeable information about arthritis on my college campus. The L.E.A.P. Club stands 
for “Learn to Execute and Achieve Priorities.” I was able to present to my team members the many chal-
lenges people face with arthritis young and old. We are currently in collaboration to set up a fundraiser for 
The Walk to Cure Arthritis, which is coming up in NYC in May. I am extremely excited for the up and com-
ing event and knowing that I have people who want to be part of this with me really means a lot.   

Royland Robinson is an NCC student.

By Giselle Ramos

. . . in order to create change, it is 
imperative that we work hand in hand 

with the school.

mination in hopes that as a student body, our concerns over campus safety are heard. 
 I strongly believe in order to create change it is imperative that we work hand in hand with the 

school. 
I implore those of you that are reading this, speak out! A professor of mine shared these words of 

wisdom with me: “Change doesn’t happen overnight, it starts with one small step.” 
Let’s ensure that our thoughts are heard; let’s put action behind our words.

Giselle Ramos is a NCC student.

   I’m Walking for a Cure. 
     Want to Join Me?

Donald’s Doubletalk 

By Royland Robinson
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Congratulations–You’re graduating!
Here are the answers to some frequently asked questions about the commencement ceremony. If you have any other questions, call 516.572.7668 or 

516.572.7756. 

What is the date of Commencement Ceremony?
Tuesday, May 23, 2017, 7:00 P.M.

Students should arrive no later than 6:00 p.m.
   

Where is Commencement Ceremony?
The graduation ceremony will take place at the Nassau Coliseum.

Where and when do I get measured?
Cap, gown, hood and tassel can be picked up at the College Bookstore on campus during normal operating hours of the Bookstore beginning 

April 17. Be reminded that this custom designed academic regalia is yours to keep.

Is there a fee for the academic regalia?
The Cap, Gown, Hood and Tassel are part of the all purpose fee.

Are there tickets?
Tickets are not required and you may invite as many guests as you wish.

Where do I go the day of Commencement Ceremony?
Lower Level of the Coliseum. Guests will not be permitted to the Lower Level with students.

My grandmother is coming, but she can’t walk far.
Please find Coliseum Security – there is a special seating area with an elevator.

Are individual names read?
Yes.

Do I receive my diploma that day?
No. This process is automatically completed following certification of transcripts and the printing of diplomas, so allow 3- 4 months for 

receipt of the diploma.

How long will the commencement exercise take?
Approximately 2 ½ hours.

Who will be the speaker?
As in the past, the College President, a representative of the County, President of Student Government and the Valedictorian.

I belong to Phi Theta Kappa.  How do I get PTK graduation regalia?
You will receive information from your Phi Theta Kappa chapter advisor directly.

What classes does the Ceremony cover?
August 2016, December 2016 and May 2017.

What if I lost my copy of the letter and the receipt?
If you have filed the Graduation Application at the Registrar prior to the cutoff date, your name can be confirmed from a list at the Bookstore.  

If you did not, please bring a copy of this letter or your graduation application with you to the Bookstore.

Where do I park?
There is no fee for parking at the Coliseum on May 23, 2017
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Makeup Tips for People of Color
Finding makeup for POC (people of color) can be re-

ally tricky sometime since brands tend to cut short when it 
comes to making darker shades and if they do make darker shades they tend to lack the right 
pigment, undertone and coverage. So here are some tricks to help you with those issues. 

First, POC tend to have more hyperpigmentation, so for warmer/darker skin 
tones the best color for dark circles is orange concealer. For lighter skin tones, you 
can use a peachy tone concealer. This action is called “color correction”--when you 
make your skin appear the same shade. LA girl and elf have the best affordable con-
cealers. They range from $3-$6 and work just as well as high end concealers. It’s best 
if you use minimal amount of orange concealer so that when you put the foundation 
on top of it you won’t look like a carrot. The most important part is to blend the or-
ange concealer out from under your eyes and where ever you have hyperpigmenta-
tion. Then you can top it off with a creamy but lightweight concealer. If you know 
your foundation color you must ALWAYS get a shade either 1 or 2 lighter than you. 
I would suggest Nars radiant creamy concealer; which is $15 or LA girl conceal-
ers; which are $3-$4 worth. They glide on smoothly and are very easy to blend out. 

Second, beware when using powders to “bake” under your eyes. This is a MUST 
because you don’t want to crease your masterpiece. For women’s and men that are on 
the darkest shades; they should use a powder more towards your shade or the a yel-
low shade. For people with a lighter medium shade you can use a translucent pow-
der. This prevents flashback in person and in pictures. Let me let you in on a secret. 
When you put powder under your eyes and everywhere else you need to; the trick 
isn’t to leave it on for so long. The trick is to leave it on for about 30 seconds and 
then gently wipe it away with a soft brush. Some affordable suggestions for pow-
ders are the hd powder from elf in clear or tint and makeup forever hd powder. 

Third is contour (known as bronzing) and highlighting! When you finally done 
with all the concealing and foundation; you look in the mirror and see that some-
thing is missing and that you’re lacking color and edge to your face. NOT TO 
WORRY! Bronzing and highlighting is a crucial thing to complete your master-
piece. Make sure you don’t over do your bronzing unless you want to look like a 
burnt potato. Your contour concealer is ALWAYS 1 or 2 shades DARKER than 
your skin color. Some suggestions for bronzers is the Too Faced bronzer “Choco-
late Soleil” (it smells like chocolate) and Bare Minerals loose mineralized powder. 

Last but not least, the highlighting. Highlighting is used to give the face a natural glow 
as if the sun or light hits on your face at different points on the face such as the bridge 
of the nose, the highest point of the cheek bones, on the eyebrow bone, and occasionally 
on the cupid’s bow which is the top of the lip. Some suggestions for highlighters are the 
Mac soft and gentle illuminator, Cover FX liquid highlighter and Becca Highlighters 

preferably the color “champagne pop”. Some suggestion for foundations that have wide 
range of colors that will fit everyone’s shade is NYX, LA Girl, IMAN, and Too faced. 

All in all, there is hope for us POC. Just because your color isn’t it there doesn’t mean 
you should give up on makeup. Makeup is freedom. It’s something you can do to ex-
press yourself. Image that you are a blank canvas and all you have to do is paint all over 
your canvas. Don’t be scared to be creative! ALL SKINS COLORS ARE BEAUTIFUL!

By Anya Reid
Photography

Couture Creativity on Display 

NCC’s Fashion Design  students showed off their talent and creatvity at the annual fashion show on Thursday, May 4 at club hour in the College 
Center Building’s Multipurpose Room.  Students modeled their own creations before an enthusiastic audience of students and faculty.   
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 Break Dancing or B-boying’s roots began 
with the creation of hip hop.  Meanwhile, it has re-
started its journey with the NCC breakers. The NCC 
Breakers ecompeted in the Breaks U 2017: Graduation 
dance competition on Saturday, March 4 at New York 
University Kimmel Center, E&L Auditorium. They 
brought with them their swagger and passionate skill 
of dancing. The members of NCC breakers, Emman-
uel “Eman” Artiles, Michael Narine, Eugene “Spy-
dey” Jordan and Bradon Giddens- Morrise, competed 
against many students from many different schools 
such as LIU Brooklyn, Hunter College, and U Conn.

While speaking with the Breakers, I couldn’t help 
but be amazed that so many schools battled and com-
peted with one another, yet at the same time they man-
aged to have a friendly tournament in which they were 
able to showcase their skill and school spirit in this 
competition. In a break-dancing competition, there 
were four members, but one member wasn’t able to 
compete, so the NCC breakers had to settle with three 
members to finish the semi-finals to the finals. 

Through all the adversity the Breakers were still 
able to win the Break U 2017: Graduation competi-
tion.

Although the NCC Breakers have accomplished 
so much already, many do not know about our pres-
tigious break dancing program. The NCC Breakers 
want newcomers to join their club and come as them-
selves. It doesn’t matter how small, tall, shy or loud 
you are. Even if you do not have any rhythm and you 
just feel like you’re not a good fit because you are wor-
ried about being judged for your dancing. Anyone can 
come and enjoy the fun differently, and they also can 
have a new experience.  It’s always a problem for the 
NCC breakers to have permanent space to practice in. 
The Breakers have been displaced many times have 
to move from room to room. The primary goal for the 
Breakers is to find the greatest dance room to practice 
in to create a history that can happen for future breaker 
students who are willing to join.

Meanwhile, the whole group is still searching all 
they want for the perfect dance room, one with huge 
glass mirrors with wooden floors. NCC Breaker mem-
bers now practice in the Student Union building call 
the “U building;” the group meets during club hour to 
practice. For now, that’s the only space that the break-
ers have. While just dealing with small space in the U 
building is complicated to move around without fall-
ing through the wall, it’s better than nothing for now. 
The  NCC Breakers are grateful for what they have 
accomplished and the vision they’re hoping will come 
true.

Since breaking dancing is a very physical sport, 
but due to its roots in urban culture, it has not been 
able to receive the respect it deserves. A clear solution 
to the NCC breakers space issue is to make them an 
athletic sport. The NCC Breakers have the foundation 
and demographic to create a very competitive break 
dancing program. 

Namaya Saintlouis
Staff Writer

4x4 CHAMP!  NCC BREAKERS


