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Five pm, panic and chaos find 

their way into the green room. 

Hair-ties snapping, makeup 

brushes flying, and tension 

growing in the space. Some 

spend time singing scales, oth-

ers turn on accents that they 

have been practicing for 

months. Warming up voices, 

bodies and getting into cos-

tume. Time seems to fly by as a 

voice echoes throughout the 

space, “House opens in five!” 

Every actor (ready or not) re-

sponds, “Thank you five!” and 

everyone at once breaths. Si-

lence starts to take over the 

green room as the audience 

starts to fill in. The house 

speech takes over the stage. 

Telling everyone the proce-

dures to follow in case of an 

emergency. Actors breath and 

take the stage as the lights go 

out. Then in one flawless se-

quence of events the lights 

come back up and … Willkom-

men! 

Welcome to Berlin! Step back 

into the shoes of a German be-

fore Hitler rose to power and 

World War II. The country had 

been held to blame for World 

War I. The Treaty of Versailles 

really put a damper on Germa-

ny. Their army was dropped 

down to almost nothing; they 

had to pay for the damage in 

WWI. The county hit a very bad 

inflation: one loaf of bread 

would cost billions of marks. 

The country held on for every-

thing it was worth. The people 

were very optimistic to see that 

Germany would pull through. 

Henceforth putting faith into a 

new political party known as 

the Nazi Party. When the Nazi 

Party gained its power they in-

creased the military almost im-

mediately, creating new jobs 

and opportunities for everyone. 

And fixed many of the weath 

problems of the people.  

Aside from politics, Cabaret 

looks at the common people 

during this time. The shop own-

ers, artists, house owners. They 

had been through so many 

tough times that they had giv-

en up. And started living life 

like it was going to end tomor-

row. Partying every night, just 

enjoying the lives they had. 

Throughout act 1 you see how 

this grows into something bliss-

ful and fun. Once Act II hits the 

Nazi Party takes over Germa-

ny. This impacts the club and it 

impacts the people. The songs 

that used to be happy are now 

almost scary, they each have 

hidden messages that push for-

ward ideas from the Nazi Par-

ty. Our Journey of this show 

began almost immediately. We 

established characters, relation-

ships and took off with the story. 

When you look deeper into the 

text you can find things that a lot 

of people can miss. Everyone had 

to think about their characters 

life. To save time we talk in the 

first person about our characters. 

Have you lived in Berlin your 

whole life? Why are you in Ber-

lin? How often do you go to the 

club? How long have you worked 

for the club? Every little thing 

matters because it creates a con-

nection with the actor and char-

acter.  Relationships in this show 

take a very important part. From 

day one if your characters were 

in a relationship throughout the 

show you had to establish a con-

nection with the actor. We would 

rehearse three hours a day, five 

days a week for two and a half 

months. Sometimes we sing, 

sometimes we dance, but we are 

always happy to be their. 

It takes a lot to put on a show. 

We had countless hours behind 

the stage. Whether it's designing 

the set, building the set, driving 

to Syracuse to pick up lights, 

painting a wall, sewing costumes, 

standing on a ladder for hours 

waiting for a wall to become sta-

ble. And most of the time people 

don’t understand how much it 

takes to make the magic of the 

show happen.  

A Lifetime in the Cabaret by Walker J. Kapral 
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(continued from page 1) Choreographing takes hours to think of what dance 

move works the best and what is going to be easiest for your cast to learn. Not 

everyone is okay with stand on a ladder and hanging up a light on the ceiling. 

These things take time to do but they are all necessary to make the show come 

to life. 

The Muse of Fire Theatre group on campus is a great way to spend your time 

throughout the school year. We have many opportunities for people to act, or if 

you have a more technical personality we love to have people come in and help 

build the set or even take part during the show as a technician. We have events 

all semester long. Next semester we will be doing two shows! The Tempest by 

William Shakespeare; and a student written play by our very own Katie Don-

Dero, Silent Things. We will do a 24 hour theatre: 24 hours to write, direct, act, 

and perform student written shows. And two Muse of Fire After Hours: time to 

show off what you’ve got, come sing, dance, perform, write and express yourself 

with a night of fun! For any question you can call our box office at 607-962-9448 

or find an executive board member and they will be happy to fill you in. 



 

The Importance of Celsius  

By Alex Gibney, Vanessa Blye, Hannah Mase & Dawn Vanwoert 
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When you think about different countries in comparison to ours, don’t you consider the 

United States to be one of the countries that are on the cutting edge of everything? So 

why is it that the US seems so behind on the times with something as simple as how 

we measure temperature? Yes, you know where this is going. The old Celsius vs Fahr-

enheit debate, and if the article title didn’t give it away, you’ll quickly learn what our 

stance is. It’s all pretty simple really, so let’s discuss. 

The United States is one of the few places that actually still use Fahrenheit; only a 

few islands and specific regions have stuck to Fahrenheit and well, we haven’t heard 

from them in a while (gosh I hope they’re okay). The Fahrenheit scale was created in 

1724 by German-born scientist, Daniel Gabriel Fahrenheit and you can see where it 

got its namesake. It wasn’t until the Swedish astronomer, Anders Celsius came along 

in 1742 and proposed a new temperature scale that would totally change how anyone 

measured temperature. But what exactly IS Celsius? 

For the sake of your understanding, Celsius is a measurement of temperature in 

which 0 degrees represents the freezing point of water, and 100 degrees represents 

water’s boiling point, permitting standard atmosphere or conditions. Great! We told 

you what a word meant, but there’s more to it. 

That good ol’ Centigrade! Celsius is used in most scientific applications and it is the 

most widely used temperature scale throughout the world. Celsius makes sense for 

many scientific applications, because a Celsius degree is the same size as degree Kel-

vin, another scale favored by scientists, making it easier to work with the units and 

calculations that use Kelvin. 

When someone looks at our planet, anyone can see how divided we are, but if we 

worked towards the goal of unifying ourselves with the rest of the world in smaller 

ways, what could possibly go wrong? In the United States, most people only know the 

temperature in Fahrenheit, which honestly doesn't benefit us. Think about it: in col-

lege alone, students meet people from all over the world. How divided does it seem 

that if they were to say “it's 22 degrees Celsius”? Most students wouldn't know what 

that meant without taking their phone out or checking their computers to know what 

that means, what holds America back from learning Celsius? How can America be so 

up to date on technology, schools, and rules but is so out of date about communication 

around the world? The future is in Celsius!  
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How Now, Herr Houghton?  

By Ethan Bratti 

(Corning Community College: Spencer Hill Campus. Present Day)  A collection of buildings 

perch atop the Allegheny Plateau, the meeting point of three winding cliffside roads 

(boasting impressive views overlooking South Corning). You’d be hard pressed to find a two 

year school of equal caliber, let alone one that boasts such a private location. Direct your 

thankfulness for this aforementioned quality of our college at least partially towards one very 

interesting group of people. Many of which have called our town home, the Houghton family 

possesses an impressive roster of politicians, CEO’s, activists, actresses, and philanthropists. 

The land on which our college sits, as well as many of the funds that assisted its early years, 

were gifts from the Houghton family. The history of Corning, which is very rich for a town of 

12,000, is littered with the Houghton family name at nearly every turn, so please join me on 

a brief tour of some of their more notable contributions. 

(Somerville, Massachusetts. 1812-1851) Though the earliest traces of the Houghton name in 

the US trace back to Virginian settlers in 1635, the first Houghton prevalent to our town was 

Amory Houghton Sr. Born in 1812, Amory  Houghton was said to be gifted in entrepreneur-

ship and started his first business in his 20’s, in contracting. After meeting a British glass-

maker, he became interested in the glass industry and began pursuing ownership in several 

small Massachusetts glass companies, before forming what is now Corning Incorporated in 

1851. Soon after, he moved the company to upstate New York where resources were abun-

dant and the real estate was considerably cheaper (imagine that). He named the company 

after the small brick making and logging town he chose as it’s home- Corning, New York. 

(Corning, New York. 1851-Present Day) Following Amory Houghton Sr. in leadership of our 

town’s namesake company was Amory Houghton Jr. (b. 1837). His son, Alanson Houghton (b. 

1963) attended Corning Free Academy then studied abroad in several locations before re-

turning to Corning a fulfilling his father and grandfather’s role as President of Corning Glass 

Works for 8 years (1902-1910). After serving as a Presidential Elector in 1916, he served two 

terms in the House of Representatives, specializing in foreign affairs. Warren G Harding, ac-

knowledging Alanson’s knowledge and affinity for German culture, appointed him Ambassa-

dor to Germany. Later, President Coolidge would appoint him Ambassador to Great 's for 

similar reasons. Never slowing down, in his later life he served as chairman of the Institute 

for Advanced Study at Princeton University, Vice President of the American Peace Society, 

and as a board member of Corning Glass Works. Alanson’s brother Arthur Houghton (b.1866) 

also served as President of Corning Glass Works. 

(Buffalo, New York/ Hartford . Early 20th Century) Meanwhile, relative Katharine Martha 

Houghton Hepburn (b. 1878)  was working alongside Margaret Sanger to bring Planned 

Parenthood into existence, as well as advocating for women’s suffrage with the National 

Woman’s Party , after serving as President of the Connecticut Women’s Suffrage Association. 

After the ratification of the 19th Amendment, Hepburn served as chair of the National  
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Committee for Federal Legislation of Birth Control, and advocated for reproductive rights 

around the country, even speaking at Carnegie Hall several times. After her death, Planned 

Parenthood created the Katharine Houghton Hepburn Fund which provides emergency re-

productive health funding. 

(Hartford Connecticut/Hollywood California. 1907-2003) It gets more interesting. Sharing 

her mother’s name, Katharine Hepburn also contains Houghton blood in her veins. If you rec-

ognize her name, it could be because she holds a record high number of Academy Awards for 

Best Actress (Four, out of twelve nominations in the category), and is commonly regarded as 

the First Lady of Cinema and the most successful female star of the Golden Age of Holly-

wood. She boasts not only a very extensive list of roles on Broadway, on television, an in film, 

but also a reputation for activism and political involvement like her mother. 

(Corning, New York. 1891.) Are you all Houghton'ed out? Bear with me, because next up is 

yet another Amory Houghton. Son of Alanson, Amory Houghton (b.1891) started work at 

Corning Glass Works after attending Harvard University, as assistant to the President, then 

becoming Executive Vice President and the 3 n finally President of the company (also filling 

the role of Chairman of the Board after his father’s death. Serving as President of Corning 

Glass from 1941-1961, he also served at the US Ambassador to France from 1957 to 1961. 

Seemingly an avid multitasker, he also served as President of the Boy Scouts of America 

from 1947-1951, as well as receiving the BSA Silver Buffalo Award for exceptional service to 

youth and the Bronze Wolf for exceptional contributions to the World Scouting Organization. 

If you, the reader, had to guess the next Houghton’s name, what would you assume? Wild 

stab in the dark? If you guessed Amory, you would be correct! Up next on our carousel of fa-

milial success is yes another Amory Houghton, though this one had a few more creative bones 

on his body, choosing to go by “Amo” (b. 1926). Amo served in the Marine Corps during World 

War Two before attending Harvard University, then, in grand Houghton tradition, serving as 

President of Corning Glass from 1964 to 1983. Amo also served on the executive boards of 

Procter and Gamble, IBM, Citigroup, and Genentech. Aside from his business experience, 

Amo served nine terms as a congressman, registered as a Republican but widely known to be 

incredibly moderate and diplomatic. Like his grandfather, Amo served on the foreign rela-

tions committee. Though siding with Republicans on many economic matters, Amo was know 

to vote in favor of environmental protection and civil rights initiatives. He was also at the 

time one of the wealthiest members of congress, as well as citizens in the country, possessing 

over $475 million, thought most was in the form of trusts that he did not interact with. 

It doesn’t end there. Another Arthur Houghton was President of the Steuben Glass division 

of Corning, whereas James Houghton (whose first name surprisingly does not start with the 

letter “A”) served as Chairman of the Board of Corning Glass Works after graduation from 

Harvard Business School. Alice Tully (not receiving the Houghton name, being born to a 

Houghton mother) had Alice Tully Hall, a chamber music hall, named after her. She also 

served on the boards for the New York Philharmonic, the Juilliard School, the Metropolitan 

Opera, and the Chamber Music Society. She has been awarded the National Medal for the 

Arts. 

How, though, has much of this benefitted our town? Answer: The Triangle Fund. Formed by 

several sixth generation Houghton's, this fund has helped distribute the Houghton fortune  
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(continued from page 5) to an incredibly large number of organizations in the area, primarily 

benefitting education and family services. In the past year alone, The Triangle Fund has 

helped fund the following: The Nonnie Hood Parent Resource Center, the Horseheads Parent 

Resource Center, the City of Corning Parks and Recreation Department, the Corning Muse-

um of Glass, the Corning-Painted Post School District, the Career Development Council, 

Tanglewood Nature, the Rockwell Museum, the Bath Area Family Resource Center, the 

Corning Salvation Army, the Spencer Van-Etten School District, the Science and Discovery 

Center, and many, many other organizations. 

So there you have it. I hope you found this detailed tour of a family that is not your own as 

incredibly riveting as I hoped you would. I only ask one more thing of your time. Next time 

you walk by the oil painting of Arthur Houghton in the Arthur Houghton library on the 

Spencer Hill Campus, just remember who it is, and know that if you chase what’s important 

to you, you could find yourself leaving a legacy that lasts far longer than a lifetime. Never 

stop pushing for what you love to do. 

It Only Seems Fair 

By Ray Belanger 

It only seems fair. The NCAA makes 10 billion, that’s a ‘B’ followed by and ‘illion’ dollars 

from sports and licensing and other assorted things. Why is this a matter now? A former 

‘student-athlete’ Ed O’Bannon sued the NCAA and took them all the way to the Supreme 

Court because the NCAA licensed a video game to EA sports where they used Ed O’Ban-

non’s likeness, uniform number, etc to market this game. O’Bannon played the game with 

a kid who taunted him about not being paid for the use of ‘himself’. The clip from John 

Oliver on YouTube was hilarious I suggest you check it out.  

Now, as a former athletic trainer and a current accounting/business administration stu-

dent this is quite interesting to me because we are talking 10 billion dollars. That’s an un-

godly amount of money and these athletes justifiably deserve more than the tuition, 

books, room and board but is that enough. NCAA athletes can’t work part time jobs due to 

NCAA rules, no work study, nothing to help them with bills. The NCAA overregulates to 

a degree where it’s preposterous. They regulate how much a student athlete will be given 

for food money. Regulate how many meals a player, who is an athlete who maintains a 

high protein diet or a high carbohydrate diet, eat. Note most colleges have buffet style 

cafes where they can fill up 3 times a day but most students, parents, and former athletic 

trainers can tell you college students are one step from being teenagers, their bodies are 

growing and they need calories, nutrients to reach their potential. As a former athletic 

trainer, I find that akin to assault. The future accountant in me has some other views… 
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Currently, the NCAA is listed as a tax exempt entity. That 10 billion dollars is not taxed. 

Not one dime. If the NCAA were to pay it’s athletes, those athletes would no longer be 

considered ‘student-athletes’ but employees and the NCAA loses its tax exempt status. 

Currently, the US corporate tax rate is 39.1% so that 10 billion turns to 6.09 Billion. And 

that’s a start. The NCAA is based in Kansas City, MO and that state’s tax rate is 6.25% 

so that 39.1% turns to 45.6% and the 10 billion turns to 5.44 billion. That’s a lot of money 

going to the government. BEFORE, going to pay the athletes who in turn would have to 

pay income taxes on what they earn. As any work study student will tell you; that 10 an 

hour is really 7-8. Taxes eat a large portion of that. Also there is the nightmare that the 

colleges may not pay the tuition, books, room and board. ‘Hey, you are making a salary. 

Why should we pay more?’ Would it be a bad PR move? Oh Gawd, yes. Would they do it? 

They have to make up 4.56 billion dollars somehow. 

This is going to be a mess no matter what happens. The NCAA is trying to act like a pro-

fessional sports outfit without paying the taxes that major professional leagues do. The 

NCAA will be ok from this. They will pass the buck to the athletes one way or another. 

Question is will this hurt athletes who aren’t planning on going professional in sports.  

 

The Crier Staff 

Editor-in-Chief 

Hannah Mase 

Assistant Editor & SAGA Rep 

Brandon Hook 

Social Media Coordinator 

David Birks 

Treasurer 

Chelsea Hansen 

 Have an idea for us? Want to see your work published? 

Submit your article ideas and photos to 

ccccrier@gmail.com!  
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International Fashion Show Review  

By Olivia Fryburger  

Thank you to all the students and faculty who worked hard to make sure CCC’s 

International Fashion Show was 

a smashing success! The 4th an-

nual fashion show, hosted by The 

International and Foreign Lan-

guage Club was held last Thurs-

day, April 20th in the Triangle 

Lounge at 12:15, and was not on-

ly attended by staff and students, 

but by the local news station, 

WETM Channel 18 News as well.   

As a member of the foreign lan-

guage club myself, I can say that the reason The Show was a hit was due to the 

extensive amount of strategizing, planning and coordinating that went into it. 

Weeks before the advertisements for The Show even went up, president Leena 

Trinh and Advisor Sandra Turner-Vicioso were busy dividing the numerous 

tasks among the club members and contacting models and food caterers. The 

CCC Diversity Council made huge contribu-

tions to The Show, as well as the Student As-

sociation, The Division of Social Sciences and 

Humanities, and the Building and Grounds 

Crew. It was teamwork at it’s finest!  

The Fashion Show featured students and fac-

ulty dressed in outfits from over 12 different 

countries;  from Ukraine, to Nigeria, to Korea 

and even some original and contemporary out-

fits that were created by some of the budding 

student designers on campus. As the models 

sauntered down the runway to catchy back-

ground music, a description of their outfits 

country of origin was read, along with a short  
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blurb about why their outfit was significant. Even our President Kate Douglass 

got involved, walking the runway, in a traditional Scottish outfit, complete with 

a kilt.   

The audience members at The Show were energetic and excited to see the varie-

ty of the finished outfits, and the models, (although some of them were a bit 

nervous,) became Vogue 

models the minute they 

stepped in front of the cur-

tain, sauntering, twirling 

and smiling as they showed 

off colorful and beautiful 

clothing ensembles.  

The International Fashion 

Show was a picture of inter-

national diversity at it’s fin-

est; people from all ages and 

walks of life coming together to celebrate the beautiful distinction between cul-

tures, as demonstrated through fashion. The atmosphere we strive to create at 

CCC is one where every culture and language is embraced, where we not only 

celebrate our differences, but our similarities as well.  As our president said of 

the show in an interview with WETM, “This is us! This is who we are!”   

The International Fashion Show has been put on by the Foreign Language Club 

for four years in a row, and it’s members are already eagerly looking forward to 

next years show. If you are interested in being part of the team, we have a place 

for you. Don’t want to model? You can be a stage manager. Don’t like holding 

clipboards and giving directions? You can help out with makeup and last mi-

nute costume adjustments.  

Whatever skill you have, 

there is a place for you in 

the International Fashion 

Show. You can be a part of 

the team that makes next 

year's event a success.  In 

the words of the Uncle 

Sam poster, “We want 

you!”   

 

 



Dinosaur Noises  

By Caleb Nichols 
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So... I know you’ve seen countless sci-fi dinosaur movies where the dominant, powerful 

carnivore roars defiantly atop its freshly defeated meal of a corpse; however, that just 

may not have been the case. Listen, I’m just as upset as you; trust me, I love all the sci-

ences, except when it seemingly crushes my childhood memories of stalking around 

like Tyrannosaurus rex and roaring in vain when my mother called me in for dinner. I 

won’t hesitate to tell you that hurts a little. Turns out a recent focus on a paper pub-

lished in the journal, Historical Biology back in 2009, shed light onto the evolution of 

the “voice box.” Not surprising in the least “voice box” isn’t exactly a “scientific term”, a 

more apt understanding would be that there are basically two types of sound producing 

organs, a larynx and a syrinx. The larynx is most often found in mammals and most 

other animals, including yours truly. In lay terms, the larynx basically is a big bundle 

of soft, squishy tissue called vocal folds, which vibrate causing sounds to be projected 

outward. A syrinx, on the other hand, is common only in avian species (birds), consists 

of basically the same structure, but is located further down the “windpipe” closer to 

where the tube braches towards the right and left lung. But Caleb, what’s all this 

seemingly useless science jargon mean about dinosaurs? Well, way back in 1992 a team 

of paleontologists found a fossil of Vegavis iaai, an ancestor to ducks and geese that 

thrived around 66 million years ago. Well that’s great, but what’s so special about a 66 

million year old waterfowl? Vegavis iaai lived in the same time period (Cretaceous) as 

the dinosaurs you most commonly think of when Jurassic Park gets mentioned. Turns 

out that the same team noted for discovery of Vegavis iaai, also discovered that it had 

the earliest representation of a “voice box” found thus far. The syrinx discovered was 

clearly quite sophisticated and thus suggests that it developed from even earlier ances-

tors yet to be discovered. The team then focused on developing what sound the early 

structure could make. They arrived at the conclusion that V. iaai would have most like-

ly hissed and/or quacked. Combining what we now know of the early avian species, and 

that we know dinosaurs were more closely related to Aves then Reptilians, we can 

make pretty sound assumptions into the vocalizations that dinosaurs would have most 

likely made. Turns out that those massive carnivorous dinosaurs more than likely 

hissed, quacked, or otherwise made sounds similar to those of ducks, geese and other 

waterfowl. Being honest though, I don’t think Jurassic Park would have turned out as 

well as it did if the recent discovery of dinosaur vocalizations was evident before its de-

but. Anyway I digress, dinosaurs likely didn’t ever roar, Science(s) rule, stay frosty my 

friend and remember if it isn’t peer reviewed, it isn’t worth your time. (Except my arti-

cles of course!)  
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Fitness trackers are in and for good reason. The device paired with smartphone apps 

makes getting healthy that much easier. Today we will be taking a look at one particular 

fitness tracker, the FitBit Charge 2. The Charge 2 comes with all the standard features 

one would expect; heart rate monitor, step count, watch feature. It also carries some pre-

mium features that help justify the $150 price tag. When paired with an Android or iPh-

one, the Charge 2 can notify you of incoming calls, text messages, and calendar remind-

ers all of which are extremely useful in situations in which pulling your phone out isn’t 

appropriate (i.e. work, class, one-on-one conversations). The Fitbit Charge 2 also sports 

an extremely long battery life. I’ve been wearing one for 5 days straight, with breaks for 

bathing and other chores that might damage it, and still haven’t gotten the dreaded “low 

battery” notification. This long battery life is required for the automatic sleep tracking 

that Fitbit uses as a marketing point for the Charge 2 as having to charge it every night 

would make sleep tracking impossible. The Charge 2 is far from perfect though. I’ve ex-

perienced some software bugs that make it insufferable at times. When used with multi-

ple Bluetooth devices, like the hands free feature in my car, the Fitbit’s notification fea-

ture falls flat on its face, failing to notify me of calls and texts even after the other device 

has been disconnected. Don’t let its flaws turn you away though. The Fitbit Charge 2 has 

interchangeable watch bands, both leather and rubber, that are offered by Fitbit them-

selves and 3rd parties alike. This makes it easy to match any outfit you can imagine. 

Nothing is perfect, but the pros far outweigh the cons when it comes to the Fitbit Charge 

2 and the reasonable price point makes it an accessible gift for the gym rat in your life or 

someone that is looking for that extra push to make a lifestyle change. Overall the Fitbit 

Charge 2 gets a 7 out of 10 in my book of wearable tech. A simple software update could 

easily bump it to an 8.  

 

Tech Review: FitBit Charge 2 

By Brandon Hook 



Is This How We Shop Now? 

By Hannah S. Mase 
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Every week I get a text message from Estee Lauder advertising their current specials.  I'm not 

complaining, mind you, because I did sign up for it initially.  It was one those deals where you 

sign up via text message and you save money on your next purchase.  I was standing in line at 

the cosmetics counter and the clerk told me about it, and she was right.  I got an immediate 

reply with a savings code to use that day.  It was great.  Who doesn't love saving money? 

But today as I looked down at my phone and saw the text from Estee Lauder, and similar mes-

sages from half a dozen other companies, I started wondering, “Is this how we shop now?”  My 

e-mail and social media accounts aren't really any different.  I am bombarded with online 

shopping ads everywhere I look.   

Last year on Cyber Monday alone, consumers spent $3.45 billion, according to Adobe Digital 

Insights.  That's one day.  Don't get me wrong, as I stated above, I love a bargain, and days 

like “Cyber Monday” are all about the deals.  But whatever happened to the joy of shopping?  

The pleasure of walking into a store and taking in the experience of being waited on, tended 

to, and assisted by a knowledgeable person.  The satisfaction of true customer service.  Did we 

forego all that to save a little bit of money and maybe some time? 

Some of my best childhood memories are from shopping local, and I continue to frequent some 

of those stores to this very day.  My mom would take me into places like Cappy's and The 

Christmas House in Elmira and we would be greeted by name and waited on by the owners.  

They knew the type of merchandise my mom collected and cherished and would often call her 

if something came in that was right up her alley.  They knew the names of us kids, what my 

dad did for a living, personal things like that, and would use that information to start conver-

sations, and build what would become lifelong bonds, well beyond the customer/store owner 

relationships.  If my mom reached out to these small businesses for help with fundraisers or 

charity events, they were the first to lend a hand or donate to the cause.  My mom would al-

ways say that when you invest in local business, local business invests in you (the communi-

ty).  Sadly, Cappy's closed last year due to the poor economy in Elmira and because people did-

n't shop local enough, which makes writing this article even more relevant.   

There is a movement to revitalize small businesses in Elmira, specifically downtown.  Many 

people wish it could be as lively and prosperous as the Gaffer District in Corning, filled with 

salons, stores, restaurants, galleries and more.  I am one of those people.  So I try to do my 

part to visit what is there now, with the hope that someday, each vacancy will be filled and the 

streets are once again bustling. 

I've compiled this list of ten reasons why you absolutely should shop local and want to encour-

age each of you do so as often as you can afford to.  We're college students, and I get that mon-

ey, for most of us is tight, but not everything we own has to come from a Big Box Store or an 

online retailer.  We can do better.  If we don't want “Main Street, USA” to be  replaced  by a 
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(cont.) a web address, we must do better, we must do our part. 

Ten Reasons to Shop, Eat & Play Local: 

1. It keeps more money in your local economy.  Here's proof:: 

 When you shop online, none of those dollars (generally) stay in your community. 

 When you spend $100 at a Big Box Store, only around $43 stays in your community. 

 When you spend $100 at a local small business, $68 (on average) stays in your com

 munity. 

2. Local restaurants are more apt to have fresher food that was also locally grown. 

(think “farm to table”) 

3. It supports your community because small businesses tend to donate to fundraisers, char-

ities, non-profits and NGO's twice as much as bigger businesses. 

4. You create personal connections with the store owners and their staff and as such you 

will get significantly better customer service. 

5. You'll be more apt to find someone who is knowledgeable about the products they sell, be-

cause with many small businesses, those items were hand selected for that store and their 

client base. 

6. You'll be creating jobs in your community, and in many cases, they will be better paying 

than those at the big box counterparts.  Small business owners want to invest in their em-

ployees, not just hire them. 

7. You will be fueling entrepreneurship. 

8. You'll be saving the environment.  Seriously.  Local businesses themselves tend to also 

shop local, so their products require less transportation, packaging and handling. 

9. In some cases, despite what you may think, you'll be saving money.  There is a myth that 

the mom-n-pop shops prices are higher because they don't buy in the same massive quanti-

ties as say Wal-Mart or Target.  In reality, prices can and often are, lower or competetive, 

with the Big Box stores because they don't have even a portion of the overhead those stores 

do. 

10. By shopping local you are supporting businesses owned by your family, friends, neigh-

bors, co-workers, church leaders, and others in your community.  People just like you.  

You're not lining the pocket of a Big Box CEO who has probably never even heard of your 

home town. 



Dear Abbey: Advice For Students 

Anonymous  

 

Hey Abbey, what is some good advice for finals? I really need to ace my classes for 

this semester or I’m in trouble-memequeen17 

Hi memequeen17, the learning commons is a great place to sit down with a tutor 

and figure out what the heck you've been doing this semester. The tutors there are 

super nice and have helped me a million times over. The other thing you can do is 

form study groups with your peers or friends from the same class. There's study 

group rooms in the library that you can sign up for. Other than that, its important 

to get a lot of sleep for finals and do things to lower stress. Good luck on your finals!  

 

Someone has been spreading this really awful rumor about me in the dorm and it’s 

really bugging me, how do I handle this?-perryhallpariah  

Hi theperryhallpariah, rumors are a difficult thing to deal with. Whether its true or 

not, nobody has business spreading information around without your consent. If the 

rumor sheds you in a negative light, I suggest confronting the person and letting 

them know that you can bring up charges against them for defemation* of charac-

ter. When I say confront someone, I mean be the bigger person always and do it in a 

non-threatening manner so that you cannot get in trouble for the whole ordeal. 

Good luck!  

 

What’s a good app for productivity or organization that I can use for schoolwork and 

keeping track of assignments? I’m fairly scatterbrained but I use my phone for      

everything-nostalgicfate 

Hi nostalgicfate, I think everyone who attends college fulltime is somewhat scatter-

brained. Through the venture of downloading and uninstalling, I came across this 

great app called Evernote. It allows you to make a to do list and set alarms and its 

that all in one app everyone wishes they had. Another great one if you have an an-

droid phone is the cortana app that acts as your personal assistant. Regardless, it 

might take a few tries to find the right app for you. Just know that it takes a while 

to develop good habits that last. Stay positive and keep trying. Good luck!  
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Prescriptions for the TV Fanatic 

By David Birks 

 

Calling all serioholics who cannot wait for the next show to binge-watch, I have 

compiled a list of the best, mildly satisfying, optimum brain inducing television 

series on either Netfilx or Hulu. Now, be warned I am a 19-year-old who used 

to eat mayonnaise sandwiches, so my perception hasn’t always been the best. 

Also bear in mind; these will all be slightly lesser known shows. So, 13 Reasons 

Why, Shameless, and Grey’s Anatomy will not be on this list. But if you haven’t 

seen them, watch them, or don’t, I don’t know I’m not your mom.  

For all of you who are still reading after I brought up not including those afore-

mentioned shows, you are the real M.V.P’s; I’m sending you all stickers. United 

States of Tara, which has 3 seasons, with 36 total episodes is the first show I 

would recommend to anyone. It is a comedy about a mother with Dissociative 

Identity Disorder (multiple personalities), that also hits home with its brilliant 

character development, and acting by Toni Collette that lead to a Golden Globe 

for Best Actress. If you liked Weeds, along with Split, or even Sybil, you will 

like this show. Diablo Cody who was the writer of the movie Juno, also is the 

writer for United States of Tara. 

Now, other shows that are super popular that I recommend, but I perceive are 

already popular enough to have the limelight are: Supernatural, American 

Horror Story, American Crime Story, Orange is the New Black, How to Get 

Away with Murder, and Prison Break. One show that I will only touch on brief-

ly because it is only available on HBO is The Leftovers. This is the epitome of a 

show that should be more popular than it is. It is about the repercussions of the 

start of an apocalypse where 2 percent of the population vanished from the 

world within a day. If you liked Under the Dome, or even are a Twilight Zone 

fan you will like this show. 

One very eye-opening show that I highly recommend to all to watch is the sec-

ond season of American Crime. The show is very powerful on it’s delivery of se-

rious issues such as: rape, bullying, and homosexuality. Along with it’s ability 

to show how each different level within a social class works, and tries to either, 

cover up, or bring forth an issue. If you liked 13 Reasons Why for the raw emo-

tion, I feel like this show will be of interest to you. It is a very well made show 

that also features interviews with survivors of school shootings.   
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(continued from page 15) Reality shows that I would recommend include; Survi-

vor, The Amazing Race, Face Off, and my all time favorite Rupaul’s Drag Race. 

Each of these shows are uniquely different from discovering the world, to creat-

ing character make-up, to watching talented drag queens lip-sync, and do ex-

traordinary challenges. Each of these reality shows provides a different, but 

equally satisfying blend of quality entertainment.  

The last show that I strongly encourage is Harper’s Island, a 13 episode horror 

“whodunit” series that will leave you guessing who the killer is. The show is very 

much like Agatha Christie’s book “And then There Were None”, and is full of all 

the red herrings and jump scares we crave as horror fanatics. If you are a fan of 

the Scream TV series, or slasher films, this show will suit your fancy. Just make 

sure you are prepared for the whirlwind of emotions when the killer is revealed! 

To all of you binge-watchers of television shows that are always on the lookout 

for the next thing to start, I assure you that these all have high entertainment 

value. But, if you find that none of these are intriguing at all, I’m sorry I have 

failed you! But, have a little faith in little old me, and you might have a new fa-

vorite show!  

The Voyage of Madness 

By Stephen Buchholz 

Our voyage aims for the passenger’s choice. 

We wear charming Masks and burning masks 

And are welcomed to the lunch of danishes and queso, 

Where we trifle with sour learnings disguised as fantasies. 

Come! Touch and enchant the life of some moldy minor. 

Because The Lame Vanquisher lost his opportunity. 

We’re now past The Lair of the Crowned Yet Lewd Brother, 

And The Lewd Chancellor sees a melee from The Chair of June. 

The calm Chair of June tries to be beautiful, 

But fails to reverse the unisex Danish with sombreros. 

The strangler exists only on The Voyage of Madness, 

Let Grandpas jet dive slowly into parmesan with marbles. 
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It is the biological imperative for animals to reproduce. Perhaps that is why humans find it so 

pleasurable to have sex because our bodies have this instinct to procreate.  Nowadays it seems 

as though sex is one of the highlights of the college experience. According to a study founded 

by Lifestyles condoms, about 96% of college students are sexually active and admit to having 1

-15 sexual partners. So it shouldn’t be surprising to anyone that about 1 in 4 college students 

have an STD, and 80% of people who have an STD experience no noticeable symptoms. That's 

mind blowing to think about, out of you and three of your friends, statistically it is likely one 

of you have or will contract an STD by the time you leave school. The worst part is, you proba-

bly won’t even know you have it. Let's talk about herpes because recently, I had an eye-

opening experience with the prejudice against the Herpes simplex virus type 2. Herpes is a 

sexually transmitted disease caused by two viruses. A virus is a biological agent that infects a 

host cell and forces it to produce thousands of copies of the original virus. The viruses are 

known as herpes simplex virus type 1(HSV-1) and herpes simplex virus type 2 (HSV-2). About 

two thirds of the U.S. population have HSV-1, it's the virus that causes cold sores around the 

mouth. You can be infected by this virus just by touching a sore or infected fluid, so sharing 

eating utensils or even kissing will allow the virus an opportunity to infect you. About 1 in 6 

people have HSV-2, which causes genital sores. HSV-2 is the virus people think of pre-

dominantly when herpes is discussed. Transmission of this disease occurs through genital con-

tact with an infected person. But like I mentioned before, about 80% of people don’t experience 

symptoms and most likely don’t know they are infected. So now that you have the down-low on 

what herpes is, let me talk about the stigma against it. If someone has contracted HSV-2, it 

doesn’t mean that they’re dirty or have been sleeping around too much, it just means that a 

virus did its job and found a host to infect. It doesn’t mean that someone's life is horrible now 

that they have herpes, or that they can never have sex again. HSV-2 sucks but it doesn’t 

change someone's daily life. Society views STDS as the hush hush ugly truth of sex and hon-

estly, we need to be more open and willing to talk about the nature of herpes and STDS in 

general. Our ignorance to STDs only helps the spread of this disease to be hidden behind 

closed doors, allowing it to get worse. Don't misunderstand me, you should definitely be care-

ful and wear condoms with every sexual partner even if they have been tested. In fact, only 

54% of college student report wearing condoms every time they engage in sexual activity. We 

as a society need to increase this percentage drastically by educating people about all aspects 

of intercourse. But first, let's stop judging people for making the mistake and contracting it. 

The only reason there's a stigma against herpes is because its sexually transmitted and as a 

science major, I can’t stand that. 

 

Let’s Talk About Herpes 

By Jenna Moore 
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Adventure Awaits 

By Caleb Nichols 

Most people think of bucket lists in a pre-death connotation, as the list of things you wish you 

could do before your accumulation of mutations, DNA oxidation and cellular senescence be-

comes too great. The preconceived idea of only compiling and hoping to complete a so called 

bucket list before the end of your life, in an older age is unfounded and almost seems 

unachievable. Well you might be thinking; “Caleb why don’t we just live life and experience 

those moments throughout its entirety?” As it turns out, that’s exactly what I’ve decidedly 

been achieving.  Allow me to sum up the past few months to get you up to speed. First things 

first I suppose; this apropos adventure of, well… adventures would never have occurred if it 

wasn’t for some horrible catalysts in my life and one particularly amazing one. The next thing 

I did after being urged to do so was to make a list on impulse, all the achievable and seemingly 

impossible feats I’d only ever dream of. I started small with just quick thoughts, simple things 

that everyone wants in life; happiness, friends, etc. I quickly filled a page, then the back, I 

found myself writing more and more adventurous wishes; tour of the Smithsonian Institution, 

seeing lions in the Serengeti, Grand Canyon trip, and my list keep growing and growing. I be-

gan to get that pang of fear that it was an unsurmountable task, completing this list. I devoted 

some of my free time to thinking and weighing different approaches to initiating my journey 

into countless adventures.  Finally a clear and present opportunity struck me, a three day, and 

four night trip to the vibrant city of Washington D.C. The planning all fell into place; a five or 

so hour car ride, hotel accommodations on Connecticut Ave and one hell of an adventurer by 

my side. We did it all from mastering the Metro, to touring the local monuments and of course 

the Smithsonian. (I mean come on, I am a Science major after all!) Just like that I, we had bro-

ken ground on the list crossing off at least three adventures including trying out an Uber™. 

From that day on I’ve managed to participate in countless more adventures, things I never 

thought I’d have partaken in if you were to ask. Just last weekend I took a day trip to N.Y.C to 

attend the American Museum of Natural History, drove into the Lincoln tunnel, up and down 

the packed busy streets and more importantly survived dreaded New York traffic. I guess to 

sum up everything I wanted to and leave you thinking about your own personal “bucket list”, 

I’d simply say the same stuff all motivational speakers, college professors and your parents 

might have; be brave, be bold, blaze your own trail, stop worrying about that “O.M.G. most 

embarrassing moment of your life!” happening because chances are the defining moments 

you’d find in your adventures will far outweigh the silly embarrassing ones along the way. Se-

riously guys don’t be afraid to just make a list and attack it, don’t wait until something drastic 

changes your life and makes you wish you could have done those things and of course if you 

see me feel free to stop me and ask me about my list, adventures and of course my adventur-

ing/exploring partner! 

Catch me in the real world sometime, 

Caleb Nichols 
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The Death of ESPN 

By Derick Abbey 

The world is changing. This is a bold statement I know, but it’s true. In today’s world there are 

differences than the world our parents grew up in, and in many ways the world that most of us 

grew up in. These changes are reflected in many ways, for example the way people view our 

government and the role it should play is becoming a hot topic. Another change that is a root 

cause for many changes is the internet. I know we love the internet, it lets us search for any 

answer at the click clack of our fingers and lets us see what that one “friend” from high school 

is doing (even though we don’t care about their kids first haircut). The internet is revolutioniz-

ing the way we do a lot of things and one of them in particular is the way we watch sports. For 

years the way many people got their sports fix was through ESPN the world leader. Last week 

ESPN fired over 100 of its on air personalities in a desperate move to try and save a sinking 

ship, a move that may be too little too late. 

For a time ESPN had edgy and differing ways of broadcasting, ways that brought in different 

viewers. For instance they even aired a show directed towards college students who were up 

because they were just getting back from a night out (we know who cold pizza and UNITE was 

for). However, for a number of years their programing has become very, lacking, for lack of a 

better word. You would tune into for their staple shows around the horn, and PTI and enjoy 

your decision. And then would regret your viewing when you were forced to sit through shows 

they did not think through all the way and basically were just trying to push more content, 

which is never a good thing. The lack of originality soon caught up in a big way, right around 

the time the internet became easier to use and faster.  

When the internet was first given to most of us it took minutes to fully load a web page, and 

you couldn’t even stream videos. That’s right no YouTube or Netflix. If the internet had stayed 

this way forever I think ESPN would survive and even prosper because without the internet 

that’s all you had if you followed a team from a different state. The changes in speed and user 

interface led the internet to open many doors to the sports world. The invention of game 

streaming online, for instance if you lived in corning New York and you had a child playing 

basketball for St. Bonaventure and you couldn’t make the game live there would be almost no 

way to watch. Now you can log on to many different sites, legal or not, and watch your son ride 

the bench in hopes that you are watching in the off chance he sees play time. Along with 

streaming, highlights and stats became more available on team websites or regional sports 

company’s like the New England area’s Barstool sports which catered to the sports teams of its 

area. With smaller companies opening up and other services on the internet becoming more 

popular many people started shift away from the regular programming on ESPN, and televi-

sion providers in general to save money and time.  Now because ESPN (and other networks) 

were so big and the initial wave of defectors was so small they did not try and correct their 

path until it was too late. This past year many television providers and networks had finally 

switched from traditional formats to an on-demand format that let the customers choose what 

they wanted to watch and when. They also tried to bring in viewers with a throwback to their  
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(continued from page 19)  past as they made shows that seemed to be different but weren’t. 

ESPN added Scott Van pelt to their late night Sports center to try and make it seem like a tra-

ditional late night variety show ala Jimmy Fallon/ Jimmy Kimmel. While this did add some-

thing new it was just a retread of past shows that came to a head with the introduction of 

SC6. A six pm sports center that focused on more than sports but also other forms of pop cul-

ture, while it is early in this shows run it is safe to say it is not going well. Only a few months 

into their new push of programming they have done one of the largest firings in the networks 

history to try and save the ship.  

Now is the time where I give my opinion of what is happening at the worldwide leader. While 

this article only focuses on one of the big issues facing ESPN in my mind it is its most formida-

ble. Other sited problems facing the network is many peoples belief that they are trying to 

push a political agenda on its viewers. Or that they have alienated viewers by running a 

smear campaign against some of the biggest names in sports. No matter what your belief on 

what ESPN has done wrong it can be agreed upon that something there is failing, and they 

are trying very hard to catch up with the curve. Something in my mind that they are failing 

at, now I am not saying that ESPN will close its doors, but I am saying the ESPN we know; no 

the ESPN we knew will not be the one that moves forward.   

The Importance of the Code 

By Anita Slater 

 

Are you reading this right now? Good, you’re already on your way to being a software develop-

er! In this Information Age that we live in today, it’s all the more important to be able to know 

how a computer functions, and how to program it to do our bidding.  This manner of computer-

dictation is called “coding” and its easier -- and more fun than you would think. 

Right now you are deciphering all of these letters into words and then extrapolating the mean-

ing from them.  Like your brain, a computer can “read” things and decipher their meanings, it 

just needs a little help. Like humans, computers have their own languages that they can learn 

to allow communication. When a person also knows this language, they can communicate with 

the computer. 

The language, itself is just like any other, natural language. It has words, symbols, and ex-

pects a certain syntax. I’m a firm believer, though, that if you understand a problem, and how 

to solve it, the language is irrelevant -- in any situation. That’s all programming is: isolating a 

problem and breaking it down into discrete steps in a language that the computer can under-

stand.  
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