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                    Events
NCC’s Student Government Association meets every 

other Monday at 4 p.m. in the College Center, Rms, 252-
253.  The next meeting will be on April 24.   

Is Donald Trump really going to build a wall 
between the U.S. and Mexico?  How many people will 
be affected by the repeal of Obamacare? What can 
the world do about its refugee crisis? Will America 
ever come to its senses about guns and gun violence?  
If you have a thought about these or any other issues 
(including life at NCC), send it to Vignette’s Opinions 
section.  Opinions is seeking essays of 250-750 words 
from the campus community for spring 2017 issues.  Send 
submissions to OPINIONS, Vignette, College Center, Rm. 
347 or email them to NCCVignette@gmail.com (subject 
line: OPINIONS).  Remember to include your name and 
telephone number.  

Is there a reporter in the house? How about a reviewer 
or photographer or a thoughtful columnist?  The Vignette, 
NCC’s student newspaper,  is seeking reporters, 
reviewers, photographers, and other staff members for 
spring 2017 and beyond.  No experience is necessary, 
though interest, enthusiasm, and idealism will help.  The 
Vignette meets on Tuesdays at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in its 
office in Room 347 of the College Center. Stop by! 

NCC’s Cultual Program presents, “The Media 
in the New Age of Trump,” a lecture by Kyle Pope, on 
Wednesday, April 19 (2 p.m.) in the College Center, Rms. 
252-253.  Pope is the editor and publisher of the Columbia 
Journalism Review, a publication whose mission is to be 
the intellectual leader in the rapidly changing world of 
journalism.  

Like music? Check out P.O.P. Records, which is 
seeking musicians, songwriters, singers, rappers, and other 
performers.  Meetings are on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
club hour (11:30 a.m.) in the College Union, Rm. 300.  For 
information about upcoming meetings, see Prof. Richard 
Ceballo, in the College Center, Rm. 150. 

The Student Organization of Latinos (SOL) meets 
every Thursday at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in Building G, 
Rm. 243.  The club sponsors field trips, sponsors an annual 
scholarship, promotes Hispanic cultural awareness, and 
more. New members are always welcome.  For information 
about upcoming events, text @ccb322 to 81010. 

Care about clean air, clean drinking water, consumer 
rights, voter registration, and other issues related to the 
quality of life in America and the world? Get involved 
with the NCC chapter of NYPIRG (New York Public 
Interest Research Group), which works on all of these issues 
and more.  Call (516) 222-0086 for more information. 

If you like planning campus events, NCC’s 
Programming Board wants to meet you!  The club meets 
on Tuesdays at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in the College Center, 
Rm. 343.  All are welcome.  

Want to unwind and have some fun?  Try the student 
lounge (College Union, second floor).  The lounge features 
pool, ping-pong, and other games. For more information, 
visit the lounge or call 572-0682.. 

Al Petrelli, former NCC student and world-
renowned artist and record producer, will discuss his 
extensive experience in the music business on Thursday, 
April 6 (11:30 a.m) in F241.  Petrelli has worked with such 
artists as Alice Cooper, Celine Dion, and Megadeath.  All 
are welcome. 

Ready to get in shape?  Take part in this spring’s 
well-being programs at NCC: Zumba Fitness (Tuesday 
and Thursday, 11:45 a.m.; and Thursday, 5 p.m. in P-117); 
Yoga (Tues. and Thurs., 11:45 a.m.; P-120); and Fitness 
at 5 (Wednesday, 5 p.m.; P-117).  Bring a water bottle and 
towel and dress to work out.  For more information, call 
572-7684, ext. 26602. 

It’s spring--time to play some Intramural sports: Co-
ed Badminton, Tuesday, April 18 (noon); Flag Football, 
Thursday, April 20 (11:45 a.m.); and Softball (11:45 a.m.). 
Show up at the Phys Ed Complex ready to play!

NCC’s Career Center holds walk-in hours every 
Thursday from 9:30-11 a.m.  in Nassau Hall, Rm. 14.  If you 

have a career question, need some career advice, or want to 
learn more about the Center’s resources, stop by.  

NCC has your back! Mentors are waiting to talk 
with you and to answer your questions about  classes, 
financial aid, time management, areas of study and anything 
else related to life at NCC.  To sign up for a mentor, go to 
ncc.edu/mentoringprogram.  Questions? Email mentoring@
ncc.edu  

Did you know that student veterans at NCC have their 
own center? The Student Veterans Center, located in the 
Tower, Plaza level, is open daily (Mon.-Fri., 8:30 a.m.-
4:30 p.m.). The Center offers veteran benefits workshops, 
leadership opportunities, and opportunities to meet other 
veterans.  Stop by and see what the Center is all about.  

Even if you’ve studied hard and prepared for tests, 
anxiety can still have a negative impact on your ability 
to do well.  Learn strategies for staying calm in “Managing 
Test Anxiety” (Tuesday, April 18 and Tuesday, April 25), 
sponsored by the Department of Student Personnel Services.  
Both workshops will take place at club hour in Nassau Hall, 
Rm. 206.  All currently enrolled students are welcome. 

NCC’s Cultual Program presents, “A Former 
Skinhead Speaks Out Against Hate,” a lecture by Frank 
Meeink, on Thursday, April 20 (2:30 p.m.) in the College 
Center, Rms. 252-253.  Meeink is a former Neo-Nazi 
skinhead who, while in prison in Illinois, began to question 
his hatred. He will relate the story of his downfall and 
redemption.  All are welcome.   

Thinking about pusruing a degree (after NCC) in 
occupational therapy, physical therapy, or physician 
assistant?  Be sure to attend the Transfer Office’s Allied 
Health Professionals Day on Thursday, April 6 (11:30 
a.m.-12:45 p.m.) in the Colllege Center, Rms. 252-253.  
Representatives from Mercy College, SUNY Downstate 
Medical, Stony Brook University, New York Institute of 
Technology, Long Island University (Brooklyn), and Touro 
College will be on hand. 

The Intervarsity Christian Fellowship invites the 
NCC campus to its meetings on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
club hour (11:30 a.m.) in the College Union, Rm. 302. 

Three members of NCC’s English Department, Barbara 
Barnard, Christina Rau, and Pramila Venkateswaran, 
will read their poetry on Wednesday, April 19 at 3:30 p.m. 
in the Bradley Ball Ballroom.  The event is part of the 
Creative Writing program’s spring 2017 “Lit, Live” 
program.  For more information, email Sabrina.Davis@
ncc.edu or Timothy.Wood@ncc.edu.

PeaceWork, a student club devoted to exploring 
alternatives to violence, invites the student body to join the 
group and be an advocate for peace.  The club meets every 
Thursday at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in G-375.

Tuesday Night Live, featuring Sasheer Zamata 
(known for her work on Saturday Night Live!), will 
headline the final spring 2017 Evening Activity Hour on 
Tuesday, April 18 (8:30 a.m., College Center Building).  For 
a complete schedule of events, call the Office of Student 
Activities at 6572-7148.

The Accounting and Business Administration 
Department invites the student body to its upcoming 
Current Issue in Business Seminar, “How to Develop 
a Successful Path for the Future,” on Tuesday, April 
18 (1-2:15 p.m.) in the College Center, Rms. 252-253.  
Featured speakers will be Profs. Joseph Gray, Sorel Emin, 
and John DeSpagna, members of the Accounting/Business 
Department.  For more information, email John.Despagna@
ncc.edu.

Amnesty International, a student group devoted to 
understanding and raising awareness about human rights 
issues, meets on Tuesdays at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in 
G-375.

 NCC’s Traveling Professor series presents, “This 
World: Tales and Poems of International Adventures,” 
a talk by Elizabeth Fonseca, LINCC Program, Monday, 
April 24 (11 a.m., College Center, Rms. 252-253). The 
presentation is part of NCC’s Traveling Professor series.  

Admissions representatives from the following 
colleges and universities will be on campus in April to 
speak with NCC students about transfer opportunities: 

Wednesday, April 5: Long Island University C.W. Post and 
Johnson and Wales University (10 a.m.-1 p.m., Building 
G, lobby); Molloy College onsite (10 a.m.-2 p.m., College 
Center, Rm. 254); Thursday, April 6: Empire State College 
(2-5 p.m.; Nassau Hall, Rm. 4);  Tuesday, April 18: SUNY 
Oneonta (10 a.m.-2 p.m.; Nassau Hall, Rm. 4); and Adelphi 
University (10 a.m.-2 p.m.; College Center, Rm. 251); 
Thursday, April 20: St. John’s University (10 a.m.-1 
p.m.; Building G, lobby) and Long Island University C.W. 
Post (10 a.m.-2 p.m.; College Center, Rm. 251); Monday, 
April 24: Molloy College (10 a.m.-1 p.m.; Building G, 
lobby) and Long Island University Brooklyn (10 a.m.-2 
p.m.; College Center, Rm. 254); Tuesday, April 25: Mt. 
St. Vincent College (10 a.m.-1 p.m.; Building G, lobby) 
and St Joseph’s College (10 a.m.-2 p.m., College Center, 
Rm. 254); Wednesday, April 26: Mercy College and 
Manhattan College (10 a.m.-1 p.m.; Building G, lobby). For 
information about transfer visits, call the Transfer Office at 
572-7127. 

     Academic Information
     
Emergency school closings will be announced over 

the following radio stations: AM: Walk 1370; WOR 1010; 
WCBS 880; WHLI 1100; and    WINS 1010. FM: WALK 
97.5; WBAB 102.3; WBLI 106.1; B103.1; KJOY 98.3; 
LOVE 96.1; WMJC 94.3; WRCN 103.9; and WHPC 90.3.  
School closings will also be announced on News 12 Long 
Island and channels 2 and 4. They will be posted, as well, 
on the NCC website, www.ncc.edu as well as www.wor710.
com and www.WCBS880.com. 

The NCC Library’s hours are Monday-Thursday, 8 
a.m.-9 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-8 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m.-
4:30 p.m.  The Library is closed on Sunday.      

The Writing Center’s spring 2017 hours are as follows: 
Writing Center (Bradley Hall, first floor): Monday, 8:45 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesday, 9:15 a.m.-2:30 p.m.; Wednesday, 8:45 
a.m.-2:45 p.m.; Thursday, 9:15 a.m.-1:45 p.m.; Friday, 8:45 
a.m.-2:45 p.m. and Sunday, 12:15-4 p.m. Library Annex 
(Second Floor, Rm. 233): Monday and Wednesday, 12:30-
8 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday, 10 a.m.-7:45 p.m.; Saturday, 
10:15 a.m.-2 p.m. For more information, call 572-7195.

Looking for a quiet place to study?  Try the Study 
Lounge on the third floor (Rm. 310) of the College Center.  
Hours: Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Thinking of taking a summer course at NCC? Time 
to get planning! Review the schedule of classes on the NCC 
homepage and make an appointment with your advisor.  
Summer Session I classes begin on May 30.  Registration 
for the summer is under way.

There will be no evening classes on Friday, April 21.
Got questions about or need help with choosing a 

major or career, finding a job, getting involved in campus 
life, transferring to another college, or some other issue 
related to your college experience?  Drop by the Student 
Outreach and Support (SOS) Center on the first floor of 
the College Center Building (outside the Office of Student 
Activities) and speak with a member of the Department of 
Student Personnel Services (SPS). Hours: Mon., 9-11 a.m. 
and 1:30-3:30 p.m.; Tues, 9-11 a.m. and 1:30-3:30 p.m.; 
Wed., 1:30-3:30 p.m.; Thurs., 9-11 a.m. and 1:30-3:30 p.m.; 
and Fri., 9-11 a.m.  For information about SPS services, call 
572-7506. 

Follow NCC news on Twitter.com/NCCVignette and 
Twitter.com/fye_nassaucc as well as on the First-Year 
Experience blog, “What’s Up, NCC?” www.whatsupncc.
blogspot.com.  

*  *  *  *
Got a meeting, speaker, social event, or other activity  

happening in the fall that you want to promote?  Advertise 
on the Vignette’s Happenings page!  Take advantage of this 
FREE service!  Email notices of upcoming meetings and 
events to NCCVignette@gmail.  Indicate that the item is for 
the newspaper’s “Happenings” page. 

Happenings
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Stamp out silence. 
Write a letter to 

the editor.

The Vignette is the official 
student newspaper and student 
voice of Nassau Community 

College.  It is published 
throughout the fall and spring 

semesters.  Membership is open 
to all NCC students.

The Vignette welcomes 
letters to the editor as well 

as Opinions articles.  Letters 
should be limietd to 350 words.  

Opinions essays should be 
limited to 700 words.  Letters 
and Opinions pieces must be 

signed and contain the author’s 
telephone number or campus 

extension.  The newspaper will 
withhold names on request.

The editorial board reserves 
the right to edit stories or 

letters for clarity and length.  
Views expressed in letters 

and Opinions essays do not 
necessarily reflect those of the 

editorial board.

The Vignette accepts 
classified and display 

advertisements from campus 
and off-campus advertisers.  

Publication of ads in the 
newspaper does not imply 

endorsement of products or     
                  services.   

Address:      
     Vignette
     Nassau Community College
     College Center, Rm. 347
     Garden City, N.Y. 11530    
     Telephone: (516) 222-7071
      nccvignette@gmail.com

     Richard Conway
     Faculty Advisor

Editorial

Selling a textbook, looking for a roommate, 
or starting a business?  

Reach out to the NCC campus community 
through Vignette classifieds.    

For more information, call 222-7071.  

Editorial Board
Raffy Donado
Editor-in-Chief

Alexandra Cid
News Editor

James Rooney
Acting Features Editor

Lowell Pascall
Opinions Editor

Sports Editor

Kenya Morgan
Style Editor

Shanya Egalite
Arts Editor

Olivia Laudano
Advertising Manager

Anya Reid
Photography Editor

Shelsea Mayas
Business Manager

  Contributors 
Avi Ezor, Caroline Parada, Mikal 
Oltedal, Ajaury Williams, Diane 

Nahas, Nsikak Ekong, Dominique 
Procopio, Vlad Barskly, 

Rohandeep Singh, Jeff Morgan, 
Jeffrey Cherubin, Christian 

Velasquez, Kevin Exinor, Patricia 
Lim

Correction: 
In the last issue of the Vignette, photography editor 

Anya Reid was mistakenly omitted from the photo credits 
for the St. Patrick’s Day festival. 

   

The Vignette supports the First 
Amendment  to the United States 

Constitution.  You should too!! 

Keep the Buses Rolling
If you ride a bus to NCC, you have to be disturbed by recent transportation 

developments.  Deep cuts to bus service in Nassau County are planned to 
close a multimillion-dollar budget gap that transit officials say are the result  
of a reduction in county funding.

The Nassau Inter-County Express, or NICE, routes scheduled to be 
eliminated are the n36, n45, n47, n51, Rockville Centre Community Shuttle 
and Freeport Community Shuttle.  Two of these lines (n45 and n51) make 
stops on NCC’s campus throughout during weekdays. 

 These cuts are sure to impact the lives of not only riders throughout Nassau 
County but the education of students who need these buses to commute to 
school.  Something needs to be done.  

NCC’s NYPIRG and Student Government, whose members spoke at a 
recent press conference at NCC about this issue, have made a good start.   
Others need to join the fight in providing transportation to all those who 
care about higher education. 

For starters, please write a letter to your local legislator about this issue. 
Spread awareness. It would be great if NCC students came together and 
protested.  It’s just not right that local government and a private company 
can simply cut buses to community college students who need this service.  
There is no ethics when it comes to NICE BUS and its decision making.  
Bureaucrats think they can push us around.  Let’s show them otherwise.

Rafael Donado
Editor in Chief
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Transferring colleges to be simple

To apply credits I’ve already earned

A college where I feel I belong

I want

Find it at Molloy College. We make 
transferring here easy and rewarding. 
Learn in a progressive academic 
environment with small classes, an 
experienced faculty and internship 
opportunities that help ensure your 
success in and beyond the classroom. 
Get involved in any of the 60-plus 
clubs and activities in our vibrant 
#MolloyLife program and you’re sure 
to feel at home – at one of the best 
colleges on Long Island.

Go ahead. Start something.

What are you 
searching for?

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, APRIL 30 AT 1PM

molloy.edu 
1-888-4-MOLLOY

RANKED #1 VALUE ALL-STAR IN THE NATION.
From MONEY ® Magazine, August 2016 © 2016 Time Inc. Used under license. MONEY and TIME Inc. are not affiliated with, 
and do not endorse products or services of, Molloy College.

MOL525_SearchCampaign_Transfer_OH_BestColleges_10x6.5_4C_NCCVignette.indd   1 3/15/17   10:48 AM

Cool Spring Stuff Ahead
A Quick Look at Some Upcoming Events You Shouldn’t Miss

          Astronomy Night
Stars, planets, asteroids and more--they’ll all be part of the spring 2017 Astronomy Night program scheduled for Friday, May 5  (6:30-10 p.m.) in Cluster C, 3rd floor.  There 

will be planetarium shows and astononmy mini-talks every half hour, as well as stargazing through cool telescopes.  The schedule: Little Kids’ Planetarium Experience (6:30 
p.m.); NCC employees and friends: 7 p.m.; NCC students: 8 p.m. The program is sponsored by NCC’s Physical Science Department, the Astronomy Club, and the Honors 
program. 

             Vinyl Theatre - Free Show on the Quad
The Indie rock band from Wisconsin, best known for its song “Breaking Up My Bones,” will play a free outdoor show on the Quad on Tuesday, April 25 (11:30 a.m.).  If it 

rains, the show will move inside to the College Center’s Multipurpose room, also at 11:30 a.m.  To get into the Multipurpose Room, you’ll need a valid NCC ID.  

                                                       Play Ball  - Mets vs. Nationals      
Baseball fan?  Cheer the 2017 Mets on to victory against the Atlanta Braves on Friday, April 21 at Citifield.  Discounted tickets (150 in all) are on sale in the Office of Student 

Activities (College Center, Rm. 150).  Tickets are $15 each (one ticket per valid NCC ID) and include a bus ride to and from the ballpark.  For more information, contact the 
Programming Board (programmingboardncc@gmail.com), which is sponsoring the event. 

       Are You Career Ready?  
So are you getting ready to enter the work world?  Don’t go there until you’ve attended the Career Center’s “Are You Career Ready?” program on Thursday, April 20 (5:30-

7:30 p.m.) in the College Center.  Students will meet alumni career professionals, who will share their knowledge of the work world and give students chances to do some 
networking.  The keynote speak will be Ralph Nader, a talent acquistion specialist at Viaco and author of Living the Dream.  A light dinner will be served.  To reserve a space, 
call the Career Center at 572-7696. 

                                                                         Job Fair
Wholle Foods, PSEG, AFLAC, Jillian’s Circus, New York Life Insurance Company, Verizon Wireless, Anthropologie, Catholic Charities, Port Authority of New York, the 

United States post office, NEFCU, Banana Republic, Suffolk County Police Department--these are just some of the companies and groups that will be at NCC on Thursday, 
April 20 to talk about jobs with NCC students.  Students should bring a current resume and wear professional dress.  The annual Job Fair will take in the Physiucal Education 
Complex from 10 a.m.-1:30 p.m.  The event is sponsored by the Job Placement office.  It’s a great way for students to learn about career opportunities and to make contacts.  
For more information, call 572-7132.
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Speaking Out Against Bus Cuts

There will soon be fewer public buses stopping at NCC.
As a result of County funding cuts, the private bus company known as the Nassau 

Inter-County Express (or NICE) will eliminate several routes throughout Nassau County, 
including at least two that make stops on campus.  

In all, NICE will be eliminating seven routes: the 
Rockville-Centre Community Shuttle; the Freeport 
Community Shuttle; the Hicksville –Wantagh 
Community Shuttle; n36 Lynbook-Freeporrt; n45 
Bellmore-Roosevelt Field; n47 Hempstead-Bellmore; 
and n51 Roosevelt Field-Merrick.  

In addition, there will be service reductions 
on the Elmont Flexi, the n27 Hempstead-Glen 
Cove,  the n70/71//72 Hempstead-Newsday; and the 
n80/81Hicksville-Sunrise Mall.    

Two of the routes to be eliminated stop at NCC—the n45 and  n51. Each makes 
about 8 or 9 stops on campus each weekday.

In response to the eliminations, scheduled for April 9, NCC’s New York Public 
Interest Research Group (NYPIRG) held a press conference in the College Center 
Building on Tuesday, April 4 . Legislators Laura Curran (D, 5th District), Arnold W. 
Drucker (D, 16rh District), and Carrié Solages (D, 3rd District) all spoke about the 
impact of the cuts on residents who rely on buses to get to school and work.

NCC’s student trustee, Michael Hilt, also spoke about the problems that students 
will face as a result of the cuts.  Hilt himself commutes to campus by bus and said he  
knows the importance of the service to students. He also said he was speaking as a 
student rather than a representative of NCC.

“I do all I can working to pay for my studies and studying,” he told reporters and 
others in attendance, “so I’ll be able to find a career rather than get a job. I depend on 
the bus services to advance myself, so I’ll be able to afford a car and maybe one day 

own a home. 
“I’m sure there are plenty of young people that 

share my situation,” he continued. “But while students 
depend on the NICE bus to advance ourselves, 
there are others that depend on the buses to survive 
economically, and that’s what troubles me the most.”

Another student speaker, James Rooney, who is 
also an  editor on the Vignette, shared his views on the 
impact of the cuts. 

“I rely on these buses to get home,” Rooney said. “I 
live in Levittown. [I] don’t  have a car and my parents 

have very busy schedules, and it’s frustrating that this is going to cause problems not 
just for but my parents.  They have enough on their plate.”

Speakers called upon Nassau County to provide more money for NICE services.
Legislator Curran voiced a statement about how these cuts will have a devasting 

impact on students’ safety in regardsto their transportation to and from school and 
home. 

After the press conference, Legislator Carrié Solages spoke with the Vignette about 
the decision to cut bus routes. He also encouraged students to be active and to speak out 
on this issue.  He went on to explain that companies like NICE are private and do not 
care if they take educational opportunities away from underprivileged families. 

From Hatred to Harmony

Frank Meeink 
Then and Now

As a Neo-Nazi skinhead 
(left), Frank Meeink preached 

hatred and participated 
in violent acts against gay 

people and others regarded 
as “enemies.” Today, Meeink 

(right) speaks to groups about 
the importance of harmony and 

spreads his message of hope 
to young people  around the 

country. 

Former white supremacist Frank Meeink to speak at NCC about journey from hatred to hope 

County legislators and NCC students sound off against NICE bus cuts on students and residents

“While students depend upon the 
NICE bus to advance ourselves, there are 
others who depend on the buses to survive 

economically.”
  --Michael Hilt

by Courtney Crawford
Staff Writer

By James Rooney
News Editor

Former Neo-Nazi and white supremacist Frank 
Meeink will be coming to speak at NCC on Thursday, 
April 20.  His talk will take place in the College Center, 
Rms. 252-253, at 2:30 p.m. 

The last of the NCC Cultural progam’s “Challengess 

connection to back up his hatred. He believed that, according 
to a speech he gave in 2011, “I was chosen by God to defend 
my white race.”

After spending time in prison for beating someone from a 
rival gang, he rejected his hatred the same way he adopted 

Facing America” speaker series, 
Meeink is arguably the most intriguing 
speaker in the lineup. 

In his youth, Meeink became 
indoctrinated by Neo-Nazi ideology 
when it was reaching its peak in the 
1990’s. Raised in West Philadelphia, he 
went to a black majority school. As part 
of the white Italian minority, he said he 
was bullied constantly by his peers. 

As a young teen he was then 
introduced to the ideology through a 
Neo Nazi group in his neighborhood. 
He connected their racist ideas with 
his personal experiences. Then, after 
going to Bible studies, he made another 

continued on page 6



      April 4, 2017

6News

 Don’t Miss the 

2017 Job Fair
Thursday, April 20, 2017

  10 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Field House, 

Physical Education Complex
Sponsored by the NCC Job Placement Office

Meeink . . . 
(continued from page 5)

it, through personal experience and religion. 
Meeink believes that God kept putting people in his life that contradicted his racist beliefs. 
Meeink has recounted his story in his autobiography, From Hatred to Harmony. 
According to Phyllis Kurland, who coordinates the cultural program and who arranged for 

Meeink to speak, Meeink’s anti-hate message seems especially timely.
“I have known about Frank Meeink for several years,: she said.  “With the rise in hate crimes in 

the United States and even right here, it seems like the right time to bring him to campus.”  
Her comments referenced, specifically, the pro-Nazi imagery that was drawn in the men’s 

bathroom in B cluster and similar incidents across the country. 

Still Sorting the Election Out

As a lot of you should know by now, the Student Government Association Elections are right around the corner. 
This year’s election has six candidates. The candidates include Raquel Fossett and Roy Robinson, who are running for President. 
Other office seekers include Noah Qasim, who is running for vice president; Therese Russell, who is running for student trustee; Sameer Sikandar, who is seeking 

the treasurers’s position; and Noah Hohner, who is running for the SGA’s public relations chair.  
Vice President Patricia Lim is in charge of the elction process and told the Vignette that there may be additional candidates seeking positions as the elction 

approaches.  Student Government will be holidng an additional information session on Thursday, April 20 at club hour in the College Center, Rm. 345.
The SGA is still seking candidates for two positions--secretary and Academic Senate chairperson. 
Elections will take place on Tuesday, May 2 (9 a.m.-5 p.m.) and Wednesday, May 3 (10 a.m.- 7 p.m.) in the College Center.  They were originally schedueld for 

late April but were pushed off to early May. 
Since candidates are still coming forward, the scheduling of elections allows candidates only about two weeks to campaign.
During the month of March, the Student Government Association began the nomination process with two information sessions, one on March 23 and the other 

on March 28. These information sessions gave students the information on how to run for a particular position in the SGA E-board. Both information sessions had 
light turnouts.  

This month is crunch time as many of the candidates are preparing to gear up for the upcoming elections. 
Members of the SGA encourage students to make their voice heard and to exercise their right to vote in the elctions.  Student Government represents the entire 

student body, so it is important to spread the word about the elections and to partcicipate.

By Nsikak Ekong
Staff Writer

Student Government announces candidates seeking office for 2017-2018; SGA schedules   
additional information session for Thursday, April 20; elections scheduled for May 2 and 3

NCC  student participates in First Amendment “quiz,”  part 
of the First Amendment project on NCC’s Day of Service held on 
Wednesday, April 5 in the College Center.  The Day of Service,  
sponsored by the First Year Experience Committee,  featured 
service projects, fundraisers, giveaways,  and educational programs   
for the campus community.  This year’s event featured more than 
forty projects sponsored by members of the NCC community. 

photo by Anya Reid
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FIND YOUR
FUTURE SELF

New York University is an affirmative action/equal opportunity institution. ©2017 NYU School of Professional Studies.

MOVE
  ON UP

Job Number:  a1617-0122
Product: McGhee Transfer
Size: 4.75” x 6.5”
Bleed: .NA 
Color/Space: BW

Pub/Issue Date: Nassau CC 4/4/17
Date 3/20/17
Artist: pw
Proof #: 2
Note:  

NYUSPS Office of Strategic Marketing and Communications

TRANSFER HERE TO COMPLETE YOUR 
DEGREE AND BEGIN YOUR CAREER CLIMB. 
As a student in the NYU School of Professional 
Studies McGhee Division for Undergraduate 
Studies, the depth of knowledge and the range 
of skills that you acquire will open the doors to 
unparalleled professional opportunity. Benefit from 
small classes led by scholars and industry leaders 
as you network with students from around the 
globe. Our professionally focused programs are 
designed to give you a competitive edge and the 
long-lasting rewards of a rich, liberal arts education. 
On-demand academic coaching, tailored career 
development services, and seamless credit 
transfer make your NYU education the professional 
investment of a lifetime.

Associate of Applied Science:
AAS in Business 
AAS in Health Administration 
AAS in Information Systems Management
Bachelor of Science:
BS in Applied Data Analytics  
 and Visualization 
BS in Digital Communications and Media 
BS in Healthcare Management 
BS in Information Systems Management 
BS in Leadership and Management 
 Studies 
BS in Marketing Analytics 
BS in Real Estate
Bachelor of Arts:
BA in Applied General Studies 
BA in Humanities 
BA in Social Sciences
Associate of Arts:
AA in Liberal Arts

ATTEND: Walk-in Wednesdays, Apr. 5, 12, 19, or 26, anytime during 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
REGISTER: sps.nyu.edu/mcghee-events2f   VISIT: sps.nyu.edu/mcghee2f    
CALL: 212-998-7100   REQUEST INFORMATION: sps.nyu.edu/requestmcgheeinfo2f    
APPLY TODAY: sps.nyu.edu/mcgheeapply

M o r e 
chune for your for your head top, so 
watch how you speak his name. Drake’s 
More Life dropped on March 18 and what 
a time to be alive it’s been. 

The Playlist has 22 songs with all 
of them being of high quality. Drake 
has truly cemented himself as the Jay z 
of our generation, putting out another 
solid project just a little under a year 
after he released Views. The project 
wasn't really a cohesive one, in terms 
of telling us a story from beginning to 
end, but more of a… well… Playlist. 

When Drake announced that he 
would be coming out with a new material 
in November, he told the world that he 
would be introducing new artists to the 
fold. These were notably Skepta and 
Giggs, two UK artists who made a name 
for themselves by simply being the best 
UK rappers out right now. Their verses 
on “No Long Talk,” “KMT,” and “Skepta 
Interlude” really were serviceable. They 

made me more interested to look up more 
of their music. Overall good job by them. 

What is really amazing about the 
Playlist is how much rang the Hotline Bling 
rapper shows, going from straight rap to 
a Caribbean vibe to RnB back to rap. He 
demonstrates that he is truly one of the best 
in the world, alongside Kendrick and Cole. 

Notable tracks such as “Teenage 
Fever,” “Can't have everything” and “Do 
Not Disturb” see Drake going back to his 
So Far gone roots, being soulful and being 
as open with his life as he possibly can be. 

Yet on songs like “Gyalchester”, 
“Portland” and “KMT” he plays with his 
voice and flow, going in to more of a Southern 
sounding kind of feel, which is what really 
sets him apart from all other artists today.  

In terms of where this project ranks 
in his collection is right between If You're 
Reading This It's Too Late and Nothing Was 
The Same, which is damn good. Will it rise 
too the levels of Take Care or Views? Only 
time can tell, but overall it is pretty great. 

Drake’s More Life
Review

by Lowell Pascall
Opinions Editor

Possible XXL Freshmen

Lil Peep: This artist’s name is Gustav Åhr, from our very own Long Island, 
New York. He has said his music is 
influenced by indie rock, and pop-
punk mixed with rap. Pitchfork 
called him “The Future of Emo” in 
their Tears of a Dirtbag article on 
him. His music is dark, and has the new 
wave style to it leaving you wondering 
whether you like 
it or not.

CJ Fly: 
Chaine Downer, 
Jr., from 
Brooklyn, New York is part of the hip hop collective Pro Era 
lead by 2013 XXL Freshman Joey Bada$$. He just released 
his debut studio album Flytrap in December of 2016. His 
style has an old school feel to it with the classic New York 
lyricism as well. Him and his crew pride themselves on 
being some of the most technical rappers in the game.

Nav: Born Navraj Singh Goraya is from Rexdale, 
Ontario, Canada. He is the most recent signee to the XO Record Label which was 
founded by The Weeknd. His music is upbeat, and quick very similar to many of 

the artists coming out of Canada, but his voice as well as production give him a 
uniqueness that makes me excited to hear what his first album under XO will sound 
like.

A Boogie wit da Hoodie: Born Artist J. Dubose was born in Highbridge, 
Bronx, New York City. This artist has been gaining a lot of popularity over the 
last year which lead to him being signed to Atlantic Records. He already has two 
songs that made it on the billboard top 100 list making him one of the more quickly 
successful freshman in hip hop in a while.

Russ: Russ Vitale born in New Jersey is 
a completely independent artist making all of 
his music by himself including production. 
He constantly puts up new music weekly for 
his fans on his soundcloud account which 
is where he got most of his audience. He is 
definitely somebody to look out for in the 
music industry.

Who you should be looking out for this year
byVlad Barskly
Staff Writer

Arts

Here  Comes    
   Springfest!

     

 --Thursday, April 27       --11 a.m.-2 p.m.     
                 Quad 

  Free Food!  Games!      Prizes!            
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The Oscars have come to an end, and what an ending it was. What few are talking 
about are some of the films that were overlooked during Oscar season due to limited 
exposure. The categories for Best Animated Film, Best Foreign-Language Film, and 
Best Documentary are often overshadowed by the much more notable categories, 
and many of them were not actually released in theaters until mere weeks before 
the winners were announced. As they will soon be or were recently made available 
on video, here are some of the smaller aspects of the biggest night in cinema.

Toni Erdmann - Winfried is an aging music teacher in Germany with a prankish 
sense of humor. His student has recently quit and his dog has died. Desperate for 
companionship, he pays a surprise visit to his daughter, Ines, who works at an oil 
company in Romania. He learns that Ines feels little satisfaction from her job, has 
sexist co-workers, and feels that the company she works for is doing more harm than 
good. Winfried's antics get on Ines' nerves, and eventually he decides to leave her 
alone. Some time later, her father returns in a very poor disguise as a life coach named 
"Toni Erdmann", much to his daughter's dismay. As Toni accompanies Ines at work, 
she starts to see that she needs her father in her life. The film is 162 minutes long 
and takes its time, but those who stay will find a film that's both very funny and very 
moving. I saw it twice, and both times the theater was filled with laughter throughout. 
At the theater, it may test your patience, But on video, it's definitely worth a watch. 

I Am Not Your Negro - The film centers on an unfinished manuscript by 
acclaimed writer James Baldwin. In the 1960's, Baldwin befriended Medgar Evers, 
Malcolm X, and  Martin Luther King Jr. All three were assassinated over a span of 
a few years. In the film, Baldwin uses these deaths to examine his views on race in 
America, his role in society as an African-American, and the then-current state and 
future of the nation. The film is comprised of narration by Samuel L. Jackson taken 
from Baldwin's words, and various archival clips and television appearances from 
Baldwin. Also included, however, are present-day clips that place the nearly 50-year-
old writings in the context of everything from Ferguson to Donald Trump. It's a 
devastating and thought-provoking experience that must be seen to be believed.

by Avi Ezor
Staff Writer

My Life as a Zucchini - Zootopia may have won the Oscar for touching on issues 
that aren’t seen in many animated films, but My Life as a Zucchini features topics that 
few, if any, would touch in a family film in general, let alone a cartoon. A young boy 
named Icare (aka Zucchini) is sent to a foster home after the unexpected death of his 
abusive mother. He befriends the other children there, all of whom have their own 
reasons for being there, as well as a cop who visits the home on occasion. The film 
frankly deals with issues of abuse and trauma through the eyes of children as well as 
amusing looks at how they view adult subject matter, all in a cute stop-motion style. 

Another great animated film that was nominated was The Red Turtle. Without 
using any words, the film tells the story of a man shipwrecked on a deserted 
island. He adapts to his surrounds and eventually fashions a raft out of bamboo. 
However, the raft is destroyed, and multiple retries reveals that a giant red turtle is 
the culprit. Later, the turtle comes on shore, and the film shifts in a new direction 
that is best experienced for yourself. The animation is beautiful (produced with 
people from Japan’s famed Studio Ghibli), and by the end I was moved to tears. 
In my opinion, one these two films should have won for Best Animated film.

Mixed Reviews for the 
Power Rangers Return 

Review

The Best Films of Last Year You May Not Have Seen

It has been 24 years since the kids’ television show the Mighty Morphin Power Rangers 
debuted in 1993. Some remember the show as light-hearted, cheesy, fun and entertaining 
for those who grew up with these five teenage superheroes. Today in 2017 audiences are 
being introduced to a new rebooted version of the Power Rangers. This rebooted version 
is dark and modern, unlike the original. The film receives mixed reviews and Rotten 
Tomatoes gave the film 47%, which I would agree with. The movie did have some flaws 
that would disappoint Power Rangers fans and bore moviegoers, but there were some 
redeeming moments that fans and moviegoers alike might enjoy while watching this film. 

What was good about this film was there were some good character development 
for the five main characters and the film contains scenes that Power Rangers fans 
might enjoyed. The five main characters are Jason Scott as the Red Ranger, who is 
the leader of the group; Kimberly Hart as the pink rangers, a former queen bee who 
tries to ease her past mistake; Billy Cranston, as the blue ranger, who is autistic 
and often played as the comic relief of the group; Trini Kwan, as the yellow ranger, 
a teenage girl with an attitude who questions her sexual orientation; and lastly, 
Zack Taylor as the black ranger who often plays as the wisecracker of the group.

 In this film, moviegoers see how these five teenagers bond throughout. It 
also contains scenes for their character development, scenes such as a training 
montage for their upcoming battle to face off against the main villain, Rita Repulsa. 
As these characters explore their abilities and powers, the movie also contains a 
scene where the five teenagers learn about each other and truly bond as a team. 

There are also scenes that Power Rangers fans would enjoy while watching this film. 
There’s  a scene where the Power Rangers prepare themselves for battle and the film 
plays certain theme songs that Power Rangers fans know too well. It  also contains special 
cameo from the original cast of the first Power Rangers television show.     

But the film also has some flaws. The problem is that the tone is very inconsistent. 
There are some scenes where the movie tries to be light and realistic. Moviegoers 
would find how the tone is inconsistent; most of scenes contains clichés and 
cheesy moments for our five main characters and there are some scenes that try 
to be dark and realistic for these characters, which does not work well in the film.

Another problem was how the film portrays the main villain Rita Repulsa. 
Some Power Rangers fans remember Rita as a very cheesy and over the top 
villain, but the film plays her differently. There are a lot of scenes where 
the audiences find the character disturbing and creepy throughout the film. 

What is also flawed about this film is the action sequences. Some of the action 
sequences are enjoyable for Power Rangers fans, but moviegoers would find the action 
sequences boring and confusing. In the training montage, the action moves slowly as the 
five teenagers learn how to control their powers and train to become Power Rangers. But 
when they finally transform into Power Rangers, most of the action scenes feel rushed. The 
audiences will have trouble keeping track who’s fighting whom. When I was watching 
this film, I saw one of the audience members fall asleep from the action sequences.

Despite the movie’s  flaws, I enjoyed the film.  There are some scenes that would 
disappoint me as Power Rangers fan and as a movie goer, but also I tried to find enjoyment 
whenever I’m watching a movie. For those who grew up with the Power Rangers and movie 
goers who never hear about this show, try to see this film and make your own judgement. 

    NCC Programming Board  
presents  

Back to the 90’s  
Day!

Thursday, April 20
11:30 a.m.

College Center, 
Multipurpose Room

Dress up!   Listen to Music!
Refreshments!

Review

by Mitchell Ki
Staff Writer
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Congratulations!

2017 WHO’S WHO & STUDENT ACTIVITIES
AWARD RECIPIENTS

   Chance Dennis         Patricia Lim
   Lucy Donahue      Roosevelt Morring
   Alexandra Fuentes      Rabiah Samad
   Pauline Ianno               Ariyanna Simmons
   Aaliyah Joseph          Rohandeep Singh
   Nicole Lichtman    
  

 

2017 STUDENT ACTIVITIES AWARD RECIPIENTS

   Fahad Abbas     Michael Mienko
   Nadir Ahmed       Remonda Missha
   Madeline Berger     Jessica Pandolfo
   Miltride V. Chalumeau     Sabrina Philippe
   Esther Devil          Jodi Raymond
   Rafael Donado        Daniel Verhey
   Angel Ladino       Daniel Vidal
   Joshua Linster         Kimone Wright
   Jonathan Mack  

Awards
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NCC Student Artists at Work
In this issue of  the Vignette, the newspaper  

continus to feature  the work of NCC student 
artists.  The inages and words on the 
following pages were produced by students 
in classes and in some cases on their own.  In 
upcoming issues the newspaper will feature 
more creative work produced by the student 
body.  Students are invited to share their 
work with the campus community.  Email 
submissions to NCCVignette@gmail.com.  
Please include your name and a telephone 
number.

Hicksville High ZOO

A wonderland of solace in some minds heading into the first month of fall
A library on the 2nd floor with books that make a few minds illuminate
Outside east by an old woman’s house, smokers pollute smells of charred skunk puke.
Foul-mouth undesirables, as usual, with the corny jokes like “Uranus”
Super seniors too damn afraid to turn on the light
Teachers, some but not all, genuinely teaching what’s wrong and right.
Being told in Gym classes until further notice to do ten bounds
Ridiculously formatted tests either a success or a catastrophe
Freshly baked cookies in Café A or B were succumbed to chemical smother
Countdown commencing when the month was April.
Aroma of bathroom stalls reminding mostly black kids of Willie Jones. 
AP Classes were the formal way of saying you were a supernova
“Smiling” faces with evil teeth yellow as corn

      --Jeffrey Cherubin

Self confidence  
Shattered glass on the floor seeing a reflection 
I can’t bare to look at 
Am I forgotten like those things hidden underneath the bed 
No need for a hug or kiss goodbye 
I look left and right nowhere to turn 
Looking at that crack of light in between the walls
Caving in do I try to stop it or let it  be
Reaching out to see it’s time to start living 
Like a seed  in the ground trying to sprout to a flower
Who’s beautiful ? 
You are !
  

--Sabrinna Romero

Anya Reid

Marvin    
Arevalo
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NCC Student Artists at Work
Sam Magliore

Jlawel Cheng
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NCC Student Artists at Work

Special thanks to 
Prof. Max Gottfried, 
Art Department, and 
students enrolled  in  

Art 105- 2 Dimensional 
Design, this semester.  
Their work appears on 
pages 12-13 and will be 

featured again in the next 
Vignette. 

Alison Moore

Angelo Basile
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                         Classified Ad

Alternative to Abortion
Choose Life for Me!

After 18 days you can hear my heartbeat.
After 40 days, you can measure my brain waves.
After 45 days, I feel pain and respond to touch.

Free Pregnancy Testing, Information, and 
Counseling

Also post-abortion counseling.
Call: 1-631-243-0066

1-631-243-2373
516-798-9100 Massapequa
516-408-6300 Hempstead

Ads 
 

 
 

Easter Flowers & Jacques 
Torres Chocolates Make the 

Perfect Gift 
 

Wide Variety of Easter Plants 
including Tulips,  Hyacinths,  Lilies, 
Daffodils, Azaleas, Hydrangeas, 
Mixed Plant Baskets, and Orchids 

 

... always Free Delivery in Garden City since 1902 ... 
Free Parking Behind Store  

Flower Delivery around town, Long Island, and the Entire USA 
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Located: South Hall Room 118

Monday 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

Tuesday 11:30 am – 1:00 pm and 4:00pm-6:00pm 

Wednesday 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

   Visit us on our website for more information at http://
nestncc.weebly.com

Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/TheNESTatNCC

Follow us on Twitter: @foodinthenest

If you are in need, bring your NCC ID and 

we will provide groceries for your family!

Food Donations are Welcome

Please think about volunteering!

A food pantry 

Nassau: Empowerment and Support for Tomorrow

The
NEST at NCC
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Talk to Trump!
President Donald Trump’s 100th day in office approaches!  There’s still 
time to have that five-minute conversation with the President and ask 

questions, offer advice, and say what’s on your mind. 
Share that  “conversation” with the campus through the 

Vignette’s Opinions section. 
Email your response to NCCVignette@gmail.com (subject line: 

Conversations). Please include your name and number.

Giving 110% and Then Some
Have you ever set a goal for yourself that you felt you were obligated to obtain, 

but were unable to do so without having to overcome the many challenges it takes 
to get to where you want to be? To achieve a particular goal in life, one must be able 
to overcome their fears. If you have a dream, you have to go out and chase it. When 
venturing out into this world, I have realized that nothing in life comes easy. You must 
work to get to where you want to be.

For just wanting something is not enough.
You must hunger for it. Your motivation must be compelling to overcome obstacles 

that will invariably come your way.  Everyone faces difficulties at one time or another, 
but there are a handful of us who have overcome 
tremendous hardships in pursuit of our education, 
career, and purpose. 

My hurdles have ignited in me a fire for 
completing my goals and inspiring others to 
remain hopeful beyond illness and obstacles. 

Growing up with juvenile rheumatoid 
arthritis (JRA), which is inflammation of the 
joints, strained my body, physically, mentally, 
and emotionally.  I knew getting through high 
school wasn't going to be the easiest thing for 
me, but I made it my duty to get my high school diploma. When faced with hardships, 
people tend to give up on themselves, but I thought otherwise.  

Ever since I had been a kid, my mom would say, “ There isn’t a goal that you can't 
acquire; all you need to do is work hard and stay dedicated.” To an individual with a 
defeatist attitude, my circumstances would serve as reason enough to quit. 

However, for me, they acted as an incentive to continue despite my circumstances. 
I began participating in track, wrestling, and football during my sophomore year. Being 
a part of a team gave me the drive and motivation that I needed to overcome the many 
challenges I faced. 

Through sports, I started to find myself.  When I began my journey, I was not into 
sports at all because I believed that I wasn't healthy enough to do them, but with that 
type of mentality, I knew that it would not get me anywhere. Playing football during 
high school became one of my main focuses. Joining the team encouraged me to do 
better academically and created a concrete foundation for my peers and me. There was 
no slacking when it came to my schoolwork. I maintained a good grade point average 
and participated in many extracurricular activities.

Football is a tough sport and playing it with arthritis made it even more challenging 
for me than others. Attending practice every day with swollen joints was harsh and 
caused damage to my body. I felt like I was going to war against myself, but it was what 
I loved doing, so I did not back down and quit. 

Failing was never an option for me.  With the challenges that life had thrown in 
front of me, I made sure to be resilient when facing them. There was never a moment 
where I thought to give up; I tried my best and was able to succeed. 

In the end, through strength, perseverance, and not giving up on my goals, I was 
pleased with making it so far. Watching people fail was one of the main reasons I never 
gave up when faced with these extraordinary challenges. If you are afraid of failure, 
you won't ever be able to succeed in life. You must get hit with failure, again and again, 
to learn from your mistakes. 

Author Og Mandino once stated, “It is not given to me to know how many steps are 
necessary to reach my goal. The failure I 
may encounter at the thousandth step, yet 
success hides behind the next bend in the 
road.” 

In the beginning, it seemed like high 
school was too much for me to handle, but 
in the end, I made it out on top. At times 
I thought I would never be able to attend 
graduation.  But I began picturing myself 
walking across the stage and shaking 
hands with my principal, Mr. Williams, to 

receive my diploma. I was able to keep a positive mindset and achieve my goal by 
receiving my high school diploma, and now I am on my way to greatness. All it ever 
takes is patience. If you maintain a stable mindset, there are no limits to what you can 
accomplish.     

Whenever I tell people that I have arthritis, they are astounded and in disbelief 
because of my young age. I enjoy giving them more insight into what arthritis is and 
how many people are affected by it every day. Some people believe that it is rare to 
get arthritis when you are so young, but I inform them that over 300,000 of our youth 
here in the United States have this debilitating illness. As I hope to educate others on 
the severity of the JRA and use my academic position as a means, through which, I can 
draw attention to the plights of the youth living with JRA.

They say that when life hands you lemons, make lemonade.  Since high school, I 
have had a full blown lemonade corporation with returns I could have never imagined 
years before.  No matter how hard something can be, you must give 110% and then 
more. You have to go out and get whatever it is that you want. Without pain, there is 
no gain; you have to endure it to achieve excellence, for that is what humbles you and 
makes you a stronger person. 

Royland Robinson is an NCC student.

If you are afraid of failure, you 
won’t ever be able to succeed in life. 

By Royland Robinson 
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Can Money Buy Happiness?
Many people believe that money can bring them 

happiness. They believe that if they have extravagant 
things, such as beautiful homes and cars, that they 
can live a life filled with laughter and joy. However, 
I don't believe that money is what brings about 
happiness in this world. 

I'm not going to lie though; money is a necessity. 
We need money to live, but we don't need it to make 
us feel better about who we are. You look around at 
the world and you see all of these celebrities. They 
are going to fancy parties, owning multiple mansions, 
and driving cars that are so expensive that I could 
never even dream of owning.  

But when we look closer at their lives, are they 
really happy? 

People want to believe that if they win the lottery, 
they would be the happiest people alive. They believe 
that by winning that pot, their lives will somehow be 
complete--that if they can buy whatever they wish, 
they will somehow change their lives for the better. 

However, I believe that winning the lottery is a 
dream that is a misconception. People today are so 
focused on what money can do for them, or if they 
don’t have money, then they are somehow less than 
someone who does.   I truly believe that people are so 
focused on all the materialistic things in this world, 
namely, what money can buy them. But if we would 
just slow down for a few minutes and focus on what 
money cannot buy, I think that this world could be 
one that is a much happier and rewarding one to live 
in. 

I was watching this video recently, and many 
celebrities were speaking out about their lives. They 
talked about how everyone believes that their lives 
are all glamorous because they have money and 
fame. However, they all mentioned how in actuality 
that is all a lie. They began to speak out about all 
the hidden struggles they feel that the public eye 
doesn’t necessarily see. I'm not going to sit here and 
say that no celebrities are happy, because that would 
be wrong, but a good amount of the people that we 
worship in Hollywood are living a glamorous life on 
the outside, but inside they face personal demons just 
like any other person. They are doing drugs, drinking, 
are in and out of rehab, and have eating disorders and 
lack of self-worth; some even commit suicide. 

Because the truth is, money can buy you fancy 
things but it can’t buy you the important things in 
life. It can’t buy health, love, family or friendship. 

In the article, “Why Winning Power Ball Won’t 
Make You Happy,” Susan Adams discusses the impact 
of sudden wealth on people’s happiness: “The most 
frequently-cited study was published back in 1978 
in the Journal of Personality and Social Psychology” 
she writes. “Researchers interviewed Illinois State 
Lottery winners and compared them with non-
winners and with people who had suffered a terrible 
accident that left them paraplegic or quadriplegic. 
Each group answered a series of questions aimed at 
measuring their happiness level. 

“The study found that the overall happiness levels 
of lottery winners spiked when they won, but returned 
to pre-winning levels after just a few months. In 
terms of overall happiness, the lottery winners were 
not significantly happier than the non-winners. The 
accident victims were slightly less happy, but not by 
much. The study showed that most people have a set 
level of happiness and that even after life-changing 
events, people tend to return to that set point." 

In my belief, having money is a necessity in living. 
But there is a huge difference between having money 
to be able to live a happy life and be “comfortable” 
as opposed to having so much money you try and buy 
everyone’s friendship and happiness. There are many 
people who would disagree with my beliefs. They would 
say that having so much money would in fact make them 
happy. I’m not going to sit here and say that money is 
not important; we cannot live without it. However, money 
might bring short term joy but it cannot help when life 
gets in the way. 

Some might argue with the fact that there are wealthy 
people in this world that use their money wisely and they 
are just as down to earth as any other person who is not as 
wealthy.  Some would argue that if people can travel the 
world and enjoy different cultures and experiences with 
the money that they have, why shouldn’t they? I think that 
there are some people that are probably content with that 
statement. 

However, you don’t really hear of many people who 
do very well and continue living their life without messing 
up. While some might argue that doing fun expensive 
things is what brings them happiness, that is not the point 
I am trying to make here.  I am trying to say that living 
a life filled with endless amounts of money and burying 
themselves and their feelings in materialistic items is 
what hurts many people these days. 

In this day and age it is very crucial to mainstream 
society to have the new and best materialistic things. It’s a 

competition as to who has or makes more money than the 
other and who has a bigger house and a nicer ride to show 
up in events to.  At the end of the day, some people think 
that having all of these items will buy them happiness 
and purpose within their life, but they often actually start 
to lose sight of who they truly are before they even had 
money. 

People get so lost in it that they come out losing their 
sense of self-worth. Bill Gates once said, "When you have 
money in your hand you forget who you are. But when 
you don't have money in your hand, everyone forgets 
who you are." This is a sad statement, but it has so much 
truth to it. When you have money, people want to be your 
friend and want to be around you, but it is only when you 
have nothing that you know who your real friends are. 

As much as people want to say that money brings 
happiness, money can’t fill the void or the emptiness that 
they feel inside. Because they can buy all the materialistic 
things in the world, but money can’t buy them what is 
really important in life.  

Finally, happiness depends on how we perceive 
ourselves according to the people around us. However, if 
we win the lottery we may feel richer than our neighbors, 
and think that moving to a mansion in a new neighborhood 
would make us happy, but then we look out of the window 
and realize that all our new friends live in bigger mansions. 

Leo Fishman is an NCC student.

By Leo Fishman 

“Free” Isn’t Always a Bargain
When Donald J. Trump shocked the world with his 

electoral victory over Hillary Clinton in last November’s 
Presidential election, for the first time since 2010 we have 
united government.  The Democratic Party is completely 
broken and leaderless. 

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo stands at the precipice 
of opportunity as one of the few Democratic Governors of 
a major state. The 59-year old is in his prime, having just 
the right combination of experience and political youth. 
Coming from a political dynasty, Cuomo has a strong 
sense of timing and knows just how to put on a good show. 

After all, if there is one thing to learn from Donald 
Trump’s victory, it's that politics is show business. It's a 
form of theater, where everything is about aesthetics. 
Nothing gets people more than a proposal that will change 
the dynamic of society. 

Enter the Governor's budget proposal for fiscal year 
2017-18 and the Excelsior Scholarship. Standing side by 
side with U.S. Senator and former presidential candidate 
Bernie Sanders of Vermont, Cuomo seized the opportunity 
to gain the support of the Sanders’ wing of the Democratic 
Party. This is just one in series of calculated political 
maneuvering by our Governor. 

Cuomo is your standard New Democrat of the Clinton 
Era, using liberal social agendas and conservative fiscal 
policy to gain the middle ground of the political spectrum. 
However, Cuomo saw the power of the left during the 
primary season leading to his new budget proposal and as 
we can see, this budget is the first in Cuomo’s two terms in 
office to be late for the April 1 deadline. 

But higher education affordability isn't the only 
calculation in the mix. The Governor has also promised to 
rebuild the infrastructure of New York. This is a move that 

would prevent President Trump from gaining traction with 
the electorate, as Trump promised to rebuild America’s 
crumbling infrastructure. 

When you combine legalization of same-sex marriage, 
heavier gun control laws and a “millionaire tax,” the 
Governor could be mistaken as a full on progressive. This 
is the game of politics. Like a game of chess, the two 
players maneuver and calculate until they see the perfect 
opportunity to strike. 

Andrew Cuomo is fighting for his budget not because 
he believes it's the best direction for the state. He is fighting 
for it because it’s the best direction for Andrew Cuomo. 

Unfortunately caught in the middle of two elitists is, 
well, the middle class, hoping and fearing, praying and 
dying. Policy is no longer about the how to fix society’s 
issues; it's about the aesthetic means to an end. 

The Excelsior Scholarship is living proof. Even the very 
institutions it aims to aid have categorically condemned it, 
when they learned that Full-Time Equivalent funding was 
getting gutted from community colleges to the effect of 
14.2 million, and that CUNY and SUNY four-year schools 
would be forced to have their foundations paid 10% of all 
their donation to operate their campuses. Not to mention 
the uproar from private institutions for being cut out of the 
picture completely. 

This half-hearted proposal is little more than a prop in a 
show. As long as the headline reads free, it's for me, they'll 
think. 

Michael Hilt is the student representative to the NCC 
Board of Trustees. 

By Michael Hilt
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Successful Techniques in Job Interviewing
This time of year, many students seek part-time 

summer work or full-time employment. Now is the time 
to prepare. Field training experiences (internships) can 
make the transition from student to employee an easier 
endeavor.

For many NCC students, going on a job interview 
can be a difficult and somewhat daunting experience. It 
is easier if you know what is expected. A personal job 
interview is really a learning experience for both the 
employer and job applicant. A company looks for the best 
person to fill the position by conducting job interviews 
with many candidates. Today, many employers use online 
as a front-line screening process. Be very careful to 
answer exactly what is being asked of you.

Placement counselors agree that an applicant’s dress 
and overall appearance directly affects the ultimate 
outcome of the interview. It is never wise to dress in 
“ultrahigh style.” Women: A business suit or conservative 
dress and minimal jewelry and make-up always work. 
Men: A blue or gray suit are good colors and should 
be worn with a coordinating shirt and tie. A man’s hair 
should be neatly trimmed and his face clean. Most 
interviewers (especially in business) frown upon beards, 
long hair and to a lesser degree, mustaches. And of course 
body (including ear) piercings and/or visible tattoos are 
still considered a “no no” by many interviewers for both 
sexes. 

During a job interview, the applicant should let the 

interviewer set the pace for the meeting and follow his or 
her cues about where to sit and whether or not to shake 
hands. Arrive a few minutes early before the arranged 
time. It is also very important to maintain eye contact.

I advise students who are new at the interview 
game to be careful of “trick” questions. For example, 
if the interviewer mentions that he looks forward to his 
weekend so he can sleep late, should the applicant agree 
and give the impression that he or she does the same? 
Certainly not! The fact is that the interviewer may not 
sleep late, but may be trying to see how the applicant 
spends his or her free time. Employers prefer self-
motivated individuals who enjoy constructive leisure 
time pursuits such as jogging, swimming, working out 
or other productive activities. They are not impressed by 
anything that hints at a lack of ambition, even if it is on 
your own time. 

Another favorite is the “cigarette test.” Here, the 
interviewer invites you to join him outside for a smoke 
while you chat. Should you accept the offer? No! The 
way you hold the cigarette or smoke it may be used 
against you. Your chance of getting the job may just “go 
up in smoke.” Never accept an offer to eat, drink, or chew 
gum during an interview either.

Remember to back up what you put on your resume 
and job application. For example, if you only worked 
a few weeks during the summer, what did you do the 
remainder of the time? Avoid showing long gaps of time 

between work and school schedules.
It is a good idea to know enough about a company to 

discuss it intelligently with the interviewer. You may be 
asked why you want to work for the particular company. 

Show interest, ask questions, and be enthusiastic about 
the prospect of working for the company in question. It’s 
so easy to have knowledge about the company by using 
Google. The more you know, the better prepared you will 
be to speak with authority.

Do not make excuses for what you lack. Concentrate 
on your positive assets and your ability to do the job (or 
to learn fast). Don’t be afraid to ask when a decision will 
be made. It indicates to an interviewer that you value your 
time and wish to join the organization as soon as possible.

Follow up the interview with a handwritten “thank 
you” note or telephone call. Use the opportunity to 
again express your interest in the firm. Texting is not 
an appropriate method to express your appreciation. In 
conclusion, consider the interview process a game. You 
must prove yourself “both on the field” and “off the field” 
by your record of accomplishments. You can’t always 
succeed at every tryout, but you can always give it your 
best effort. 

Good luck.

Jack Mandel is a professor in the Department of 
Marketing, Retailing, Fashion at NCC.

Ideas for the Taking
Heard any "scary" talk lately?
You know the kind I mean: conversations about racism, gun violence, abortion, 

immigration, sexual assault, bigotry, terrorism, sexism, climate change, free speech—
topics likely to provoke discussion and debate and maybe even an argument or two.  

These conversations are happening pretty much everywhere  these days, in 
newspapers, on television, online, in college classrooms, even around some dinner 
tables.  

And why not?  Such issues seem more important than ever, way too critical to ignore.
Yet some students I know seem to be trying their best to do just that.  In the food 

court last semester I overheard two students complaining about a discussion about white 
privilege that had apparently taken place in their 
English class. One student said the topic made 
her nervous and she didn't "want to think about 
it." The other said she couldn't understand why 
people kept "bringing it up," for talking about it 
wouldn't change anything. 

It wasn't the first time I'd seen students duck 
discussions of "hot" topics, especially when 
encountering views and ideas that challenged 
their own beliefs or that might evoke a response 
that could make people fidget in their seats.  
Rather than jumping into the conversation and sharing their own take on the issue at 
hand, they too often fall silent, refusing to speak up and—what’s worse—sometimes 
tuning out the other side's point of view.

College isn't supposed to be like this.  In fact, at its best, college invites you to 
browse the marketplace of ideas, to read or hear what others have to say, to examine 
or re-examine your own beliefs, and in the end to make up your own mind.  It's an 
important part of your college experience and good preparation for the rest of life, 
where you're going to hear views that may seem pretty out there at first but that may also 
contain something important to think about. Being part of these conversations in college 
is a valuable lesson in thinking and reasoning.

NCC students (not all certainly, but some) aren’t the only people falling silent 
and looking anxious when the talk turns to edgy issues.  A 2015 column by Judith 
Shulevitz in The New York Times voiced concerns about students who not only avoid 
conversations about topics they find upsetting but try to persuade their schools to avoid 

even talking about them.  
Shulevitz wrote, "...while keeping college-level discussions 'safe' may feel good to 

the hypersensitive, it's bad for them and everyone else. People ought to go to college to 
sharpen their wits and broaden their field of vision."

I'll second that. You obviously don't have to agree with everything you read or hear 
in college. But listening with an open mind should come with the territory.  So should  
taking part in exchanges of ideas (after all, nobody ever died from being exposed to 
even a disagreeable one).  

If anything, such moments will make you more equipped for those post-college 
conversations and better informed about those issues lots of people around you are 

talking about.  After all, you don’t want to be 
the only one in the room who isn’t familiar 
with the issues of the day.

So here’s a suggestion: later this month 
(Wednesday, April 19, 2 p.m., College 
Center), when Kyle Pope, editor of The 
Columbia Journalism Review, visits NCC to 
talk about the media in the age of Donald 
Trump, show up and hear him out.  Given 
the stormy relationship between the press 
and President Trump these days, there’s a 

good chance Pope will have something to say that will make you think (and either cheer 
or jeer).  

Ditto for Frank Meeink, who’ll talk at NCC on Thursday, April 20 (2:30 p.m., 
College Center) about his former life as a Neo-Nazi skinhead and the events that led him 
to renounce hate.  While Meeink’s talk may be a little disconcerting (how often do you 
hear from a reformed white supremacist?), it should also be illuminating—a perspective 
that you shouldn’t ignore and one that will probably make you more informed. 

Why listen to these people?  A better question: Why not listen to them?  However 
their words and ideas strike you--soothing or unsettling, inspiring or infuriating, they’re 
definitely worth a listen (and maybe even a response).

Because being mentally MIA is just not an option in 2017.

Richard Conway is the faculty advisor to the Vignette.

by Jack Mandel

by Richard Conway

At its best, college invites you to 
browse the marketplace of ideas.
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The 2016-17 Nassau Community College 
Cheerleading team won the National Championship at 
the Universal Cheerleaders Association (UCA) College 

Cheerleading and Dance Team National Championship.  The team took first place in the 
11-team Open All Girl Division with a two-minute, thirty-second routine based on their 
performance, execution, difficulty and skill level. The squad came into the National 
Tournament as defending champs which gave the girls an extra boost of confidence.

Speaking with captain Makira Samlal and Laurie Kolodny, one of the team’s 
coaches, it seemed like confidence was the key to the girl’s success in the quest for a 
second national title. Kolodny said she knew she had a championship-ready team when 
they had been working out in clinics in early November 2016. 

Still, there was work to be done.
 “The start of the year was terrible for both the athletes and coaches,” Kolodny said. 

“It usually is when there is a new coaching staff put into place. We both wanted to instill 
a strict and cohesive program, a program that was not only successful but that held the 
athletes accountable.” 

She continued: “We implemented many new rules and regulations, and this was 
a hard adjustment for the returning members. It took a few months, but once the 

athletes understood our 
expectations, they rose to 
the occasion.”

 Coach Jenna Schwartz 
agreed. “The team had 
talent at the outset of the 
season, but they indeed 
became not only college 
athletes but a college team 
during that time,” she said 
of the team’s progress. 

NCC Athletic Director 
Kerri Ann McTiernan 
had called Kolodny with 
an offer to coach the 
already National award 
winning NCC Cheer team.  
Kolodny accepted the 
offer, intending to shape 
the program to continue 
winning.  

Interestingly, Kolodny 
and Schwartz had been 
archrivals, coaching two 
top rival high schools 
on Long Island.  Once 
Kolodny had secured her 
position at NCC, she then 
reached out to Schwartz to 

work with her.  They both now work together, crafting the routines and helping shape 
an award-winning team. 

When the time came for the national tournament, NCC’s team submitted UCA 
Crowd Highlights / UDA Spirit Tape. The Crowd Highlights and Spirit Tapes accounted 
for fifteen percent of the total score at the tournament. Portions of the videos were to 
be shown at the National Championship. The NCC Squad entered the finals with all 15 
points. When the finals came, the team faced New Jersey colleges’ squad and crushed 
their opponents by an unheard of 11.2 points.

“Winning College Nationals was a surreal moment for me,” said Schwartz.  “I have 
never seen or coached a group of athletes who grew as much as this team did. They 
improved on all levels--athletic ability, determination, accountability, and maturity. 
Watching them come together as a team and compete the way they did was a moment I 
will never forget.” 

When asked who inspires her, team captain Makira Samlal said cited her mother, 
family, and teammates that push her every day. Kolodny was asked the same question 

and said that it’s the girls she coaches that inspire her every day. 
 Unfortunately, there are a few players leaving the squad, Kolodny noted. 
“Captain and three-year veteran Makira Samlal will be missed by all,” said Kolodny. 

She was a real leader, and we leaned on her a lot throughout the year. She helped us 
transition to the college cheerleading world. “

When asked what’s next for members of the cheerleading squad in the careers, the 
coaches gave the Vignette the 411.

“Our captain, Kacey Hilly, a two-year veteran was an integral part of this routine and 
stepped up whenever her teammates or we needed her,” said Kolodny. “She has been 
invited to try out for the Morehead All Girl team. Morehead is a top contender in their 
division and has won 39 national titles to date. Kacey had sent a video of her skills, and 
after they had seen her capabilities, they invited her to tryout. 

Hilly is also also exploring cheering at Hofstra University, she added, which “has 
a super high program with ten national titles under their belt. I think Kacey would be a 
tremendous asset to either of these great programs. “

Other members of the team will be attending other schools.
“Alexis D’Amico and Keenan Alvarez-Mignon are both attending Wilmington 

University and will be cheering there,” Kolodny said. “They participated in a clinic a 
few weeks ago, and the coaches loved them. Wilmington is also an active program and 
is a five-time defending national championship team in the small coed D2 division. “

As for the future of NCC Cheering, Kolodny gave a few names to watch. Cynthia 
Gutierrez, who at first had no experience, has progressed greatly, thanks to the team’s 
highly disciplined coaching methods.  Other rising stars include Erica Groover, Tori 
Farrell, and Steph Catrone.

Sports

by Raffy Donado
Editor in Chief

Back to Back!
NCC Cheerleaders Take  Crown at Nationals for Second Consecutive Year


