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Have you ever wondered what 

you get out of working hard? 

Has that mound of homework, 

late night exam cramming, 

and balance of school and home 

life made you ever question your 

decision to go to college?  

 

Whenever I come across these 

thoughts, I think about all of the 

benefits that come with a college 

degree. As a Corning Communi-

ty College (CCC) student, you 

are studying at the number one 

ranked two-year college in New 

York State. Now that our college 

has been recognized for its hard 

work, wouldn’t you like to be 

recognized too?  

 

Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society 

(PTK) is the world’s largest two-

year college honor society, and 

its mission is to “Recognize and 

encourage the academic achieve-

ment of two-year college stu-

dents and; Provide opportunities 

for individual growth and devel-

opment through participation in 

honors, leadership, service and 

fellowship programming.”  

 

Our Beta Beta Zeta chapter of 

PTK was recently honored with 

the highest chapter recognition, a 

five star chapter. This was made 

possible through our chapter em-

bodying the four pillars of the 

society, scholarship, leadership, 

fellowship, and service. With the 

help of our members, the chapter 

placed in the top three for every 

regional award that was applied 

for. If you are interested in mak-

ing a difference on the campus 

and in the community, then you 

should consider joining Phi The-

ta Kappa.  

 

By accepting membership, you 

open doors for networking and 

automatically gain access to 

around 37 million dollars in 

transfer scholarships. Many of 

these scholarships do not even 

need to be applied for if they are 

part of the transfer scholarship 

package at a college you are ap-

plying for. For example, Roches-

ter Institute of Technology offers 

an automatic $2,000 a year trans-

fer scholarship as well as an ap-

plication fee waiver for PTK 

members. Likewise, Hobart and 

William Smith   College in Ge-

neva, NY offers an automatic 

$25,000 a year transfer scholar-

ship for members. Besides the 

scholarships, you will be able to 

wear Phi Theta Kappa regalia at 

graduation. The well-known Phi 

Theta Kappa gold honors stole 

will complete your graduation 

apparel, and it will make you 

stand out amongst your col-

leagues.  

 

Our Phi Theta Kappa chapter is 

inclusive of all students, and we 

encourage anyone to join; how-

ever, for full membership, one 

must have 12 credit hours com-

pleted and a cumulative 3.5 

GPA.  

Join Phi Theta Kappa Honor So-

ciety today, and gain the  recog-

nition!          (continued on p.6) 

Gaining Recognition by Colin DeMeritt 

 



PAGE 2 THE CRIER  SPRING 2017,   I SSUE  

#1 

Campus Style: 

The Crier:  You are both wearing the same Adidas Superstars! You look cool! Tell me about your outfits. 

 

Deb Diarra:  Andy Hilfiger gave me this jacket. He is a friend of my family. 

The Crier:  Where did you buy your Adidas? 

Deb:  I got them at Champs for $80. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deb Diarra & Kali Gonzalez 

The Crier: Kali, where did you get your  Adidas? 

Kali Gonzalez: I got them used at Plato's Closet for $25. I buy most of my clothes there!  
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Campus Style: Eric Rumsey 
Crier:   What are you wear ing today? 

Eric Rumsey: I'm wearing a scarf with a sor t of cow/cheetah pr int. I bought it at Char -

lotte Russe.  

Crier: I love your necklace! Where did you find it?  

Eric Rumsey:  I got the necklace at Claire’s. The pants are sort of joggers and the sneakers 

are velvet Pumas in fuchsia.   

Crier: How would you descr ibe your style? 

Eric Rumsey: Unusual! 

Crier: Do you have any fashion inspirations?  

Eric Rumsey:  Myself!! 
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According to the Center for Disease Control, roughly two out of every seven peo-

ple do not have access to clean drinking water. Several people face a life where 

water is insecure, where parents question whether to let their children be thirsty or 

risk their lives contracting a water-borne disease.  

Project WaterFED is developing a way to give families throughout the world the 

tools needed to provide themselves with clean water and a more secure life.    Wa-

terFED, which stands for water filtration and economic development, is a student 

led initiative that provides tools for global communities to manufacture their own 

water filters and encourage economic development.  

Under the guidance of Dr. Sri Kamesh Narasimhan, I began research into water fil-

tration. I learned about the problems that face communities with the inability to ef-

fectively remove bacteria and heavy metals, like mercury and arsenic, from their 

water. Without proper filtration, people in these areas can develop cognitive im-

pairments and chronic illnesses from ingesting these poisons and microbes.  

I worked in the analytical chemistry lab 

and developed a prototype water filter 

and prototype filter material. This work 

caught the attention of the local media 

and was highlighted in the article, 

“Printed Prototype Pays it Forward”, on 

the front page of the Elmira Star-Gazette.  

Almost immediately, I was contacted by 

various humanitarian organizations, com-

pany representatives and private individ-

uals, asking about the my project. It was 

at this time that I realized the full scope 

of what I was doing: this project had the 

potential to help millions of   people 

worldwide. 

  

Project WaterFED  

by Jacob Zelko &  Alexandria Nusam  
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Shortly thereafter, Project WaterFED, was formed. Together, with a team of extraordinary 

men and women from CCC, we have been moving forward to make our dream of providing 

clean water and economic opportunity for all a reality. We are participating in a nation-wide 

challenge called the Community College Innovation Challenge, which is sponsored by the 

National Science Foundation (NSF) where we submitted an idea of how we can address the 

issues of impure water and the lack of economic opportunity in communities. 

Our goal is to send out care packages to global communities, customized to the specific ar-

ea’s need. These care packages would include materials needed to construct plastic recycling 

and manufacturing machines; the plastic used would be collected locally. From there, the re-

cycled plastic could then be heated and injected into molds included in the care package 

which would create the body of a water filter we've designed. The water filters then can be 

assembled using provided materials from the care package that can filter out heavy metals 

specific to the region and kill harmful bacteria. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have since launched a social media campaign on Facebook and Instagram and will be 

launching a club on campus for any who wish to get involved with the project.  

For more information and how you can get involved, visit facebook.com/prowaterfed 
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Gaining Recognition (continued from p.1) 

 

You’ve worked hard so join now! Please do not hesitate to email me at cdemeri1@corning-

cc.edu with any questions.  

Thank you, 

Colin DeMeritt 

Vice President of Leadership 

The Crier Staff 

Editor-in-Chief 

Hannah Mase 

 

Assistant Editor & SAGA Rep 

Brandon Hook 

 

Social Media Coordinator 

David Birks 

 

Treasurer 

Chelsea Hansen 

  

Have an idea for us? Want to see your work published? Submit 

your article ideas and photos to ccccrier@gmail.com!  
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Channeling History:  Appropriated Press 
By the History Club 

Administration insiders at CCC recently contacted their connections on the belt-

way?  DC is buzzing with innuendo about the upcoming executive orders on from 

President Trump’s desk.  We realize the release of this information compromises 

our future sources.  Still, we felt compelled to break this story first. 

 

In a move first rumored through certain news channels, all future cabinet appoint-

ments and Supreme Court justices will be vetted through, The Apprentice.  Pro-

ducers of the show welcome the fresh content.  It suspected that the bald eagle 

will be replaced by the twitter logo (Larry).  All future American children will 

have it tattooed on the bottom of their foot.  Spray tanning requires congressional 

clearance and only women are allowed to touch the president’s hair.   

 

It is expected that a national band, “Fake News” will play all future presidential 

events.  Ted Nugent plays lead, Lee Greenwood, Third Eye Blind will write music 

and will be the produce.  Sculptors are being recruited to remake the statue of lib-

erty in the image of Melania.  A second statue will feature Kellyanne Conway in 

the Pacific Ocean.   Allegedly one order calls for editing the constitution, getting 

it to under 140 characters.   Executive order #  decrees Arabic Numbers will be 

replaced and Aladdin is illegal in the USA.   

 

It is also conjectured that the administration will send federal troops into Ken-

tucky to shut down Dip and Dots.  Spicer has asked to lead the troops.  The word 

science will also be removed from all books, mouths, memories and history.  All 

of these measures are rumored to be imminent.  Our sources will continue to 

monitor developments.   
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         2016 is a year that has commonly been dawned as “my worst year ever” by tween girls eve-

rywhere. If 2016 were to be a store, it would be Forever 21 because things are scattered 

everywhere, and you are never entirely sure what is going on. The majority of 2016 was fo-

cused on the election, and rightfully so, along with an uproar on the popularity of memes 

and gifs that are as hot on the Internet now as a Samsung Galaxy Note 7.   

 

In 2016 sport greats such as Peyton Manning, Kobe Bryant, and Ricky Bobby retired. We 

also lost amazing actors and singers such as David Bowie, Gene Wilder, Carrie Fisher, 

Prince, and Alan Rickman. The most popular song of 2016 according to Billboard was 

“Love Yourself” by Justin Bieber. Raise your hand if you thought it was Justin Bieber. Now 

put your hands down; you’re a liar! 

 

A spike in the sale of Cheetos also happened in 2016, for an unknown reason. One can say 

it is for the obvious reason, which is girls using the Cheetos dust as makeup, giving you Jer-

sey Shore Snooki realness as you stay at home in your sweatpants and Crocs. Facebook 

Live became a thing, so you can have another reason to want to block people.  Vine, the 

popular video-sharing app, became extinct, leaving teenage kids wondering how they can 

beat a joke to death now that it’s gone. All two fans of Vine, I apologize. 

 

2016 will be a year forever in our brains, along with 2015, 2014, 2013, etc. It was the year 

of the eternal election, and the weekly horrific event across the world. I hope everyone has 

a great rest of 2017, and learn to not use food as makeup, and Facebook for break-ups. For 

the year of 2017 we should all look for the good in humanity. Although it looks bleak at 

times, The Simpsons is still the longest running show on Fox! 

  

  

A Year in Parody 

By David Birks 
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