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 Andrew Gives and Takes
Gov’s budget proposes free tuition for SUNY students but cuts in community college aid

New York State Governor Andrew Cuomo’s proposed  budget contains a reduction in aid for operating expenses for community 
colleges.  NCC could lose 2.7 million dollars for 2017-2018 if his proposal is accepted by the legislature. 

There’s good news and bad news for NCC in New York State Gover-
nor Andrew Cuomo’s proposed budget for 2018.

The good news is the Governor’s Excelsior Scholarship proposal,, 
which offers free tuition to students attending New York State university 
and city university colleges. If adopted, the Excelsior Scholarship would 
make New York the first state to provide free tuition to students at public 
and private colleges.

Under the proposed plan, students would still receive help from U.S. 
federal contributions such as the Pell Grant and New York State Tuition 
Assistance Program (TAP).  Whatever costs that would not be covered 
by these resources would then be covered by the Excelsior Scholarship. 

The plan has big name backers, such as U.S. Senator Bernie Sanders.  
It also has skeptics, including some who say they need more information 
before going forward. 

While the Excelsior Scholarship would be a great help to many stu-
dents at NCC, Cuomo’s proposed budget also contains a reduction in 
State operating aid to community colleges for the coming year.  For NCC, 
this would mean a loss of 2.7 million dollars.    

This proposed reduction is, in part, due to decreased enrollment at 
community colleges, including NCC.  It could also force NCC to possibly 
supplement this lost aid with increased tuition. 

There is no way of knowing all the specifics until next year’s budget 
is passed later in the spring.

Dr. W. Hubert Keen, President of NCC, said of the Cuomo scholar-
ship proposal, “We definitely need to support it,” he said. “[It’s a] good 
program but faces obstacles.” 

However, he also expressed concern about the proposed reduc-
tion in state support for two-year colleges. He noted that government 
support for higher education has diminished and that students have 
had to pick up the difference.  He said he fully grasps the burden that 
students must carry. 

“And of course the cost of running institutions has gone up and it 
goes up all of the time, and that’s unfortunate,” he said.

Thirty-six NCC students went to Albany, New York for Higher 
Education Action Day (HEAD) on Thursday, March 2.  The pur-
pose of the visit, which included representatives of the New York 
Public Interest Research Group (NYPIRG), was to share their ideas 
with state legislators for policy goals. As part of the SUNY coalition, 
NCC representatives shared their concerns about the impact of the 
proposed cuts. 

NCC wrestler Nick Casella  came home with first place honors    
in the NJCAA wresting tournament in Iowa. See story page 11.   
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                    Events
NCC’s Student Government Association meets 

every other Monday at 4 p.m. in the College Center, Rms, 
252-253.  The next meeting will be on Monday, March 13.    

Is Donald Trump really going to build a wall 
between the U.S. and Mexico?  How many people will 
be affected by the repeal of Obamacare? What can 
the world do about its refugee crisis? Will America 
ever come to its senses about guns and gun violence?  
If you have a thought about these or any other issues 
(including life at NCC), send it to Vignette’s Opinions 
section.  Opinions is seeking essays of 250-750 words 
from the campus community for fall 2016 issues.  Send 
submissions to OPINIONS, Vignette, College Center, Rm. 
347 or email them to NCCVignette@gmail.com (subject 
line: OPINIONS).  Remember to include your name and 
telephone number.  

Is there a reporter in the house? How about a reviewer 
or photographer or a thoughtful columnist?  The Vignette, 
NCC’s student newspaper,  is seeking reporters, 
reviewers, photographers, and other staff members for 
spring 2017.  No experience is necessary, though interest, 
enthusiasm, and idealism will help.  The Vignette meets on 
Tuesdays at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in its office in Room 347 
of the College Center. Stop by! 

NCC’s Cultual Program presents, “The Challenge 
Facing Republicns,” a lecture by David Hoppe, on Monday, 
March 13 (11 a.m.) in the College Center Multipurpose 
Room.  Hoppe is currently chief of staff for House Speaker 
Paul Ryan and has been at the center of conservative thought 
leadership.

Like music? Check out P.O.P. Records, which is 
seeking musicians, songwriters, singers, rappers, and other 
performers.  Meetings are on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
club hour (11:30 a.m.) in the College Union, Rm. 300.  For 
information about upcoming meetings, see Prof. Richard 
Ceballo, in the College Center, Rm. 150. 

NCC’s Cultutal Program presents, “Why Do We 
Still Have the Electoral College?” a lecture by James Coll, 
on Monday, March 27 (11 a.m.) in the College Center, Rms. 
252-253.  Coll, a member of NCC’s History Department, is  
the founder of ChangeNYS.org, a frequent contributor to 
Newsday and other publications. 

Care about clean air, clean drinking water, consumer 
rights, voter registration, and other issues related to the 
quality of life in America and the world? Get involved 
with the NCC chapter of NYPIRG (New York Public 
Interest Research Group), which works on all of these issues 
and more.  Call (516) 222-0086 for more information.  

The InterAct Club and Pride Club present, “Riding 
the Rainbow,” a presentation by Dr. Chris Schwertman, on 
Tuesday, March 14 at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in G-349.  Dr. 
Schwertman, a transgender faculty member, will share his 
story.  All are welcome. Pizza and snack will be served.   

The Student Organization of Latinos (SOL) meets 
every Thursday at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in Building G, 
Rm. 243.  The club sponsors field trips, sponsors an annual 
scholarship, promotes Hispanic cultural awareness, and 
more. New members are always welcome.  For information 
about upcoming events, text @ccb322 to 81010.    

Al Petrelli, former NCC student and world-
renowned artist and record producer, will discuss his 
extensive experience in the music busiiness on Thursday, 
April 6 (11:30 a.m) in F241.  Petrelli has worked with such 
artists as Alice Cooper, Celine Dion, and Megadeath.  All 
are welcome. 

Ready to get in shape?  Take part in this fall’s well-
being programs at NCC: Zumba Fitness (Tuesday and 
Thursday, 11:45 a.m.; and Thursday, 5 p.m. in P-117); 
Yoga (Tues. and Thurs., 11:45 a.m.; P-120); and Fitness 
at 5 (Wednesday, 5 p.m.; P-117).  Bring a water bottle and 
towel and dress to work out.  For more information, call 
572-7684, ext. 26602. 

NCC’s Career Center holds walk-in hours every 
Thursday from 9:30-11 a.m.  in Nassau Hall, Rm. 14.  If you 
have a career question, need some career advice, or want to 
learn more about the Center’s resources, stop by.   

NCC has your back! Mentors are waiting to talk 
with you and to answer your questions about  classes, 
financial aid, time management, areas of study and anything 
else related to life at NCC.  To sign up for a mentor, go to 
ncc.edu/mentoringprogram.  Questions? Email mentoring@
ncc.edu  

Did you know that student veterans at NCC have their 
own center? The Student Veterans Center, located in the 
Tower, Plaza level, is open daily (Mon.-Fri., 8:30 a.m.-
4:30 p.m.). The Center offers veteran benefits workshops, 
leadership opportunities, and opportunities to meet other 
veterans.  Stop by and see what the Center is all about.  

The Intervarsity Christian Fellowship invites the 
NCC campus to its meetings on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
club hour (11:30 a.m.) in the College Union, Rm. 302. 

PeaceWork, a student club devoted to exploring 
alternatives to violence, invites the student body to join the 
group and be an advocate for peace.  The club meets every 
Thursday at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in G-375.

Amnesty International, a student group devoted to 
understanding and raising awareness about human rights 
issues, meets on Tuesdays at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in 
G-375. 

NCC’s Student Nurses and Blood Drive Task Force 
invite the campus community to take part in Annual 
Spring Blood Drive, scheduled for Thursday, March 16 
in the College Center Building, Multipurpose Rm. from 
10 a.m.-2:30 p.m.  Your donation will bring life and good 
health to others.

NCC’s Career Center invites the student body to 
its spring 2017 lunchtime career series.  Get an insider’s 
perspective on career fields from experienced professionals.  
The schedule: Careers in Health Care, Thursday, March 
9; Careers in Law Enforcement: Thursday, March 16; and 
Careers in Business and Marketing, Thursday, March 23.  
All programs will begin at 11:30 a.m. and meet in Nassau 
Hall, Rm. 14.  For more information, call 572-7696. 

Admissions representatives from the following 
colleges and universities will be on campus in March to 
speak with NCC students about transfer opportunities:  
Tuesday, March 14: Adelphi Onsite (10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 
College Center, Rm. 254); Wednesday, March 15: St. 
Joseph’s College (Building G lobby, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.);  
Thursday, March 16: Johnson and Wales University 
(Building G lobby, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.);   Tuesday, March 21: 
SUNY Farmingdale (Nassau Hall, Rm. 4; 10 a.m.-1 p.m.); 
Wednesday, March 22: Mt. St. Vincent and SUNY Oneonta 
(Nassau Hall, Rm. 4; 10 a.m.-2 p.m.); Thursday, March 
23: Long Island University and St. John’s University (10 
a.m.- 1p.m.; Building G, lobby); and Monday, March 27: 
Molloy College and Manhattan College (10 a.m.-21 p.m.; 
Building G lobby); Mercy College onsite (10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 
College Center, Rm. 254); and Buffalo State ((10 a.m.-2 
p.m.; Nassau Hall, Rm. 4). For information about transer 
visits, call the Transfer Office at 572-7127. 

NCC’s Traveling Professor series presents, “Visiting 
NFL Stadiums,” a talk by John DeSpagna, Department 
of Accounting and Business Administration, Thursday, 
Marcgh 23 (1 p.m., Tower, 11th Floor). The presenation is 
part of NCC’s Traveling Professor series.

How can we separate fact from fiction?  News from 
opinion? Bias from Fairness?  The Reading/Basic Education 
Department invites the student body to a workshop, “F.Y.I. 
& M. (For Your Information and Misinformation)” 
aimed at helping students become more skillful at 
navigatiung digital information and becoming more 
sophisticated consumers of news. The workshop, scheduled 
for Wednesday, March 15 (12:30 p.m.) in the Tower (11th 
floor), will be led by faculty from Reading/BEP who have 
been trained by the Stiony Brook Center for News Literacy. 

     Academic Information
     Emergency school closings will be announced over 
the following radio stations: AM: Walk 1370; WOR 1010; 
WCBS 880; WHLI 1100; and    WINS 1010. FM: WALK 
97.5; WBAB 102.3; WBLI 106.1; B103.1; KJOY 98.3; 
LOVE 96.1; WMJC 94.3; WRCN 103.9; and WHPC 90.3.  
School closings will also be announced on News 12 Long 

Island and channels 2 and 4. They will be posted, as well, 
on the NCC website, www.ncc.edu as well as www.wor710.
com and www.WCBS880.com. 
     The NCC Library’s hours are Monday-Thursday, 8 
a.m.-9 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-8 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m.-
4:30 p.m.  The Library will be closed on Sunday.      

The Writing Center’s spring 2017 hours are as 
follows: Writing Center (Bradley Hall, first floor): 
Monday, 8:45 a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesday, 9:15 a.m.-2:30 p.m.; 
Wednesday, 8:45 a.m.-2:45 p.m.; Thursday, 9:15 a.m.-1:45 
p.m.; Friday, 8:45 a.m.-2:45 p.m. and Sunday, 12:15-4 
p.m. Library Annex (Second Floor, Rm. 233): Monday 
and Wednesday, 12:30-8 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday, 
10 a.m.-7:45 p.m.; Saturday, 10:15 a.m.-2 p.m. For more 
information, call 572-7195.

Looking for a quiet place to study?  Try the Study 
Lounge on the third floor (Rm. 310) of the College Center.  
Hours: Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

The Adjunct Faculty Association (AFA), which 
represents adjunct faculty at NCC, offers eight scholarships 
for attending part-time students. One, the Presidential 
Academic Excellence scholarship--$3000, is for a spring/
summer 2017 graduate with a minimum grade-point average 
of 3.5. Seven of the awards are for students continuing their 
studies at Nassau who have completed twelve or more credits 
with a grade-point average of 3.3 (3.5 for the John Meehan 
Second Chance Scholarship), and are continuing for at least 
one semester at NCC. The scholarships are as follows: 
John Meehan Second Chance Scholarship--$5000 
(for a student 35 years old and over who has a grade-
point average of 3.5); AFA Members Scholarship 
($1000); three AFA scholarships in Memory of John 
Pitrelli, James Crisafulli, and Robert McGowan--$1000 
each; AFA Officers Scholarship--$2000; and theAFA 
Robert F. Blake Executive Board Scholarship--$2000.  
Applications may be downloaded from www.
myafaonline.org. Completed applications should 
e-mailed to scholarships@myafaonline.org.  The 
application deadline is Wednesday, March 15, 2017.

The Women’s Faculty Association invites applications 
for three scholarships (each $300) to be awarded to three-
full-time students who have completed a minimum of 24 
credits at NCC.  Applicants must be currently attending 
NCC, have at least a 3.0 cumulative gread-point average, 
and submit a completed application along with an essay 
discussing how a female role model has personally 
influenced their lives.  Application forms may be obtained 
from Nassau Hall, Rm. 228; the Center for Educational and 
Retention Counseling (Nassau hall, Rm. 19); the Student 
Services Center (Tower, lower level); the Office of Student 
Activities (College Center, Rm. 150); and Building G 
(second and third floors).  Completed applications must be 
returned to Prof. Jean Miller, Department of Reading and 
Basic EducationNassau Hall, Rm. 228 or North Hall, Rm. 
205, no later than March 21.  

Got questions about or need help with choosing a 
major or career, finding a job, getting involved in campus 
life, transferring to another college, or some other issue 
related to your college experience?  Drop by the Student 
Outreach and Support (SOS) Center on the first floor of 
the College Center Building (outside the Office of Student 
Activities) and speak with a member of the Department of 
Student Personnel Services (SPS). Hours: Mon., 9-11 a.m. 
and 1:30-3:30 p.m.; Tues, 9-11 a.m. and 1:30-3:30 p.m.; 
Wed., 1:30-3:30 p.m.; Thurs., 9-11 a.m. and 1:30-3:30 p.m.; 
and Fri., 9-11 a.m.  For information about SPS services, call 
572-7506. 

Follow NCC news on Twitter.com/NCCVignette and 
Twitter.com/fye_nassaucc as well as on the First-Year 
Experience blog, “What’s Up, NCC?” www.whatsupncc.
blogspot.com.  

*  *  *  *
Got a meeting, speaker, social event, or other activity  

happening in the fall that you want to promote?  Advertise 
on the Vignette’s Happenings page!  Take advantage of this 
FREE service!  Email notices of upcoming meetings and 
events to NCCVignette@gmail.  Indicate that the item is for 
the newspaper’s “Happenings” page. 

Happenings
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Stamp out silence. 
Write a letter to 

the editor.

The Vignette is the official 
student newspaper of Nassau 
Community College.  It is 
published throughout the fall and 
spring semesters.  Membership is 
open to all NCC students.

The Vignette welcomes 
letters to the editor as well 
as Opinions articles.  Letters 
should be limietd to 350 words.  
Opinions essays should be 
limited to 700 words.  Letters 
and Opinions pieces must be 
signed and contain the author’s 
telephone number or campus 
extension.  The newspaper will 
withhold names on request.

The editorial board reserves 
the right to edit stories or letters 
for clarity and length.  Views 
expressed in letters and Opinions 
essays do not necessarily reflect 
those of the editorial board.

The Vignette accepts 
classified and display 
advertisements from campus 
and off-campus advertisers.  
Publication of ads in the 
newspaper does not imply 
endorsement of products or 
services.   

Address:      
     Vignette
     Nassau Community College
     College Center, Rm. 347
     Garden City, N.Y. 11530    
     Telephone: (516) 222-7071
      nccvignette@gmail.com

     Richard Conway
     Faculty Advisor

Editorial

Selling a textbook, looking for a roommate, 
or starting a business?  

Reach out to the NCC campus community 
through Vignette classifieds.    

For more information, call 222-7071.  

Editorial Board
Raffy Donado
Editor-in-Chief

News Editor

Brandon Hoyt
Features Editor

Lowell Pascall
Opinions Editor

Sebastiam Milo
Sports Editor

Style Editor

Shanya Egalite
Arts Editor

Olivia Laudano
Advertising Manager

Anya Reid
Photography Editor

Shelsea Mayas
Business Manager

  Contributors 
Avi Ezor, Ambar Bello, Caroline 
Parada, Mikal Oltedal, Chynah 
Crocker, Joseph Reilly, Kenya 

Morgan, Ajaury Williams, Diane 
Nahas, Aidan Hughes

   Scholarships are good.  Cuts in aid aren’t.
Governor Andrew Cuomo’s Excelsior Scholarship is looking to make New 

York state the first state providing free tuition for its public and private col-
leges.  Good idea!  It is routine for college students to take loans out to pay 
for their schooling. These loans often cover charges not only for classes but 
for other expenses such as internet usage, transportation, housing, and books. 
However, the largest part of loans for commuting students is dedicated to the 
cost of classes. 

Gov. Cuomo’s new initiative allows for some relief for students.  The pro-
posed Excelsior Scholarship eliminates the largest hurdle facing students’ 
piggy bank. In addition, for those eligible, scholars can still expect to get help 
from U.S. federal contributions such as the Pell Grant and New York State Tu-
ition Assistance Program (TAP). Whatever costs that would not be covered by 
the Pell Grant and TAP would then be covered by the Excelsior Scholarship.

That’s the good news.
The problem is along with this $163 million scholarship initiative is a pro-

posed reduction in state aid to community colleges in New York State.  For 
NCC, this would mean $2.7 million would be deducted from the college’s bud-
get for next year, leaving us in a deep hole.  To compensate for this loss, 
NCC administration and trustees could be forced to raise tuition once again.   
Though NCC is still a bargain, things could get increasingly pricy around 
here. 

Congratulations to NYPIRG and others for taking the initiative and lobby-
ing Albany legislators and attempting to make a change for the benefit of our 
student body.  Students and others from NCC: write to your local politician 
and say that Cuomo’s proposed reduction in SUNY community college aid 
should not pass. 

Rafael Donado
Editor In Chief
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The Nassau Community College Federation of Teachers Local 3150 

(NCCFT) invites applications for theM. Debra DeSanto Student Aide Scholarship.  A $300 award will be made to a full-time student in good academic standing who has 
completed a minimum of fifteen academic credits at NCC wuth a grade-point average of 3.0 and who has been a student aide for at least one complete semester.  Applications and 
information may be obtained at www.nccft.org or the NCCFT Office (Cluster F, Rm. 3293; 572-7198).  

Completed applications must be returned to the NCCFT office (Cluster F, Rm. 3293) by noon on Thursday, March 23, 2017. 

The Nassau Community College Federation of Teachers-Local 3150 (NCCFT) invites applications for the Aaron Seligman Memorial Scholarship 
($1000).  At the time of their application, students must be a full-time NCC student in good academic standing during the academic year in which an application is submitted; 
have completed a minimum of 48 academic credits with at least sixteen credits in mathematics, computer science, and/or information technology; have completed a minimum 
of two full-time semesters at NCC; have a minimum grade-point average of 3.5; and be able to document active involvement in a leadership activity with two letters of 
appropriate recommendation.  Applications and information are available online  at www.nccft.org or www.ncc.edu.  Additional information may be obtained by calling 
572-7198.
        Completed applications must be returned to the NCCFT office (Cluster F, Rm. 3293) by noon on Thursday, March 23, 2017.

The Nassau Community College Federation of Teachers Local 3150 

(NCCFT) invites applications for the Joseph F. Carlino, Jr. Academic Excellence and Service Scholarship.  A $3000 award will be made to a full-time student who    
graduated from NCC in summer 2016 ; who will graduate in fall 2016; or is eligible to graduate from NCC in May 2017.  A $1000 scholarship will be presented to the first-runner-
up. At the time of their application, interested students must have completed a minimum of 48 credits as a full-time student at NCC; have a 3.7 cumulative average (maintained 
through graduation); must have been accepted to an accredited four-year institution of higher learning; and be able to document unpaid service to the college and/or community 
while a student at NCC.  Applications and information are available online  at www.nccft.org or www.ncc.edu.  Additional information may be obtained by calling 572-7198.  

Completed applications must be returned to the NCCFT office (Cluster F, Rm. 3293) by noon on Thursday, March 23, 2017. 

Nice Threads - and Free Too!

Many might not 
have known it, but a 
clothing swap took 
place on campus on 
Tuesday, March 7 in 
the College Center 
Building. The swap, 
which was advertised 
on campus for weeks in 
advance, was all about 
giving back to the com-
munity. 

The event was 
hosted and coordinated 
by Professor Carolyn 
Monastra, a member of 
NCC’s Art Department 
and advisor to the Pho-
to Club.   Monastra put 
the whole event togeth-
er.  She invited students 
and faculty members to 
bring clothes and other 
items to the event.  

Donations were 
plentiful, filling more 
than forty tables in the 
College Center.  There were many items, from fancy dresses to watches to vintage 
bags--all free. 

In all, more than 130 people attended the event, many going home with an article 
of clothing of their choice.   

Photo Club mem-
bers played a huge role 
in setting up the event. 
They volunteered their 
time to help set up the 
decorations and took 
and printed free pic-
tures for students who 
attended.  There were 
many items such fan-
cy dresses to watches 
to vintage bags all 
free.

Many students 
showed up and gave 
clothes and some even 
took some. 

“It’s all about re-
cycling clothes and 
taking advantage of 
second hand cloth-
ing,” said Kevin, who 

is one of the 
Photo Club’s 
officers. 

All agreed Professor Monastra did an outstanding job and the event was a suc-
cess. Many people, including students, aren’t as fortunate as others. And taking time 
to give away unnecessary clothing cannot hurt.  You can give it to someone in need 
instead of having it sit and catch dust.  

  
                                                                                                               Photos by Kenya Morgan 

Two of the people who attended this week’s clothing swap 
in the College Center show off their “finds.”

NCC Clothing Swap draws crowds looking for that something special 
by Kenya Morgan
Staff Writer
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Thirty-six NCC 
students packed into a 
charter bus at 6:45 in 
the morning on Thurs-
day, March 2 and head-
ed for the New York 
State Capitol in Albany. 

The destination was 
Higher Education Ac-
tion Day and college 
students and adminis-
trators alike from all 
over the state had their 
sights set on making a 
little noise and ruffling 
a few feathers in the 
state’s capital. 

Higher Education 
Action Day (HEAD) 
provides an annual op-
portunity for students, 
professors, and other 
members of the college 
community to come to-
gether and express their 
thoughts, stories, and 
emotions to state legis-
lators and their staff and     
      
fight united for common policy goals. 

This year, HEAD was led by a coalition that included the New York Public Inter-
est Research Group (NYPIRG), the University Union of Professionals (UUP), and the 
State University of New York (SUNY) Student Association.

NCC’s contingent consisted of students representing Nassau’s chapter of NYPIRG, 
Amnesty International, Student Organization of Latinos (SOL), the Graphic Design 
Club, and representatives from the Vignette.  Three professors from the Art and English 
Departments also participated..

A key part of the HEAD coalition’s platform is a call for the state to allocate more 
of the budget toward its CUNY and SUNY institutions and freeze current tuition 

levels for next year. 
Since 2008, 

CUNY and SUNY 
institutions have lost 
approximately $1.5 
billion in state fund-
ing. NYPIRG holds 
the position that the 
drastic loss of state 
funding threatens 
the quality of pub-
lic higher education, 
and consequently 
shifts the burden 
onto students and 
our families. 

New York State 
has a statutory obli-
gation to fund 40% 
of community col-
leges’ operating 

budget. How-
ever, the state shirks 
its duty to fulfill this 
promise on an an-
nual basis. NYPIRG 
and its allies say they 
are fighting for the 

state to provide an additional $250 per Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) student so that 
fluctuating enrollment does not further harm these vital institutions.  They are also 
advocating for the passage of a Maintenance of Effort bill to close loopholes that have 
been exploited for far too long. 

Another major part of the HEAD platform, representatives say, is the need for the 
state to reform the Tuition Assistance Program (TAP), including the passage of the NY 
DREAM (Development, Relief, and Education for lien Minors) Act. 

The NY DREAM Act would allow undocumented students, who would otherwise 
qualify for TAP with a New York high school diploma, access to receive TAP funding. 

Undocumented students, most part-time students, incarcerated students, and 
students who exceed TAP’s limit of eight semesters cannot receive TAP, and 
Head leaders say the award schedule does not reflect today’s reality of inde-
pendent students who often times work their way through school. 

The platform also includes funding proven successful opportunity pro-
grams such as ASAP, HEOP, and SEEKS, restoring state funding to SUNY 
teaching hospitals, and investments in CUNY and SUNY infrastructure. 

Supporters say multiple studies have shown that students learn more and 
faculty and staff are more productive when they are provided with modern 
facilities and equipment.

NCC reps reported that their lobbying efforts received favorable re-
sponses.  They said that they were especially encouraged by a meeting with 
a top adviser to Rep. Carl Marcellino, who represents the 5th Senate district, 
which includes portions of the town of Huntington and Oyster Bay, as well 
as the City of Glen Cove.  As Chairman of the Senate Education Committee, 
Senator Marcellino has a great deal of influence in statewide education mat-
ters and also represents many NCC students. 

The adviser was diligent in transcribing the personal testimonies of the 
NCC group, which would be shared with the Senator. By the end of the 
meeting, members reported, Senator Marcellino’s staffer was visibly emo-
tional at the stories the group had been able to share.

Though the trip to Albany made for a long day, there is great value in 
such visits, said Kevin Dugan, NCC’s NYPIRG project coordinator. 

“When you are able to meet in-person with our representatives and share 
personal experiences, it allows officials like Senator Marcellino and his staff 
to associate a person with a certain issue, and add context to issues that far  

                  too often are only seen as numbers in a spreadsheet,” he said. . 

Lobbying for Higher Ed Funding
Members of NYPIRG, SGA, SOL and other NCC campus groups make their case to state legislators

by Aidan Hiughes
Staff Writer

State Senatror John Hughes, one  of the elected officials NCC student representatives 
met with during their lobbying effort in Albany.                              Photos by Anya Reid    

NCC students  who lobbied in  Albany.
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by Raffy Donado
Editor in Chief

For those of you who have been in touch with social 
media, you are probably aware that Fashion Week just 
happened, and chances are that your favorite celebrity or 
artist was probably in attendance at a show or two. The 
Vignette was fortunate enough to be in attendance at a 
few shows. 

The first show that we attended was the design duo 
Laurence Li and husband, Chico Wang’s Brand Laurence 
& Chico. Laurence and Chico presented their Autumn / 
Winter 2017 collection at Pier 59 Studios. The collection 
was inspired by their frequent air travel. 

The collection was the brainchild of a plethora of 
flights between New York and the designers’ hometown 
of Vancouver. 

The show featured eighteen unique looks, one of 
which was modeled by veteran and celebrity model 
Shaun Ross who is famous for his fair skin tone. Ross 
chose to walk exclusively for Laurence & Chico this 
NYFW season.

The collection consisted of oversized velvet pieces  

but while also featuring a Victorian intri-
cate style. Using Laurence’s vibrant draw-
ings, Chico designed the collection with a 
plush mindset, while also embezzling his 
piece with lots of different  hardware. Us-
ing the brand’s signature textiles and fabric 
techniques, Laurence and Chico gave us a 
very airy plush feeling as if we were among 
clouds, giving us a bold sense of where the 
designers had drawn their inspiration from. 

The hair and makeup was very unique as 
well. Models were topped off with oversized 
square wigs, custom gloves and shoes. But 
what we thought was the most brilliant and 
functional piece were  phones cases from 
their collaboration with Candies. 

Makeup for Laurence and Chico was 
done by Beautyblender, who debuted their talents for the 
first time this fashion week. So congrats to you guys at 
Beautyblender. They were able to give the models a very 
glittery, futuristic look that captivated the audience.

Walking into the venue at Pier 59 studios was pretty 
interesting, since a lot of the excitement about attending 
a show is the audience. Many people showed up dressed 
to impress, although most of the audience in attendance 
were attached to a publication or photographers. For 
many in attendance it was there first time attending a 
fashion show. 

The show started very late (of course). With no seat-
ing, the room was divided into two parts--one was the 
stage in which there were several white platforms with 
an all-white background, with the logo on the wall read-
ing Laurence and Chico with their signature bold red soft 
rectangle surrounded their interesting choice for a Font. 

As the show began, one after another of the mod-
els came out very slowly, as if to give the audience the 
sensation that they were gliding through the front of the 

overlapped crowd. Shaun Ross’s look consisted of an all 
Black oversized plush blouse made from velvet, with lots 
of pearls used as hardware. Ross was at the Center where 
his bleached hair and skin contrasted heavily off his all 
black piece.  

I have attended three seasons of fashion week, and 
although Laurence and Chico called it a show, I would 
say that it was more of a presentation. 

In my first season I was able to shoot Moncler Greno-
ble at Lincoln square for the FW2016 line. It seems  that 
Laurence and Chico drew inspiration from and used the 
same technique that Moncler used last season.  At the end 
it was interactive affair, with the audience able to walk 
throughout the stage platform and really get a close and 
intimate experience with the models and the collection 
there were wearing.

We’re back at it with the Second part of our exciting coverage of Fashion Week 
here in New York City. The Vignette was able to be present at the SAKU AW 2017 col-
lection. Saku is an up and coming modern women’s brand, based in NYC. To find the 
collection you can find the YC Showroom, at 405 E 14th Street, #9A New York, N.Y. 

The brand is headed by Lissa Koo, the chief designer, who graduated from Parsons, 
the New School for Design, where a plethora of Nassau graduates have attended.  In 
September 2015 she finally launched her own named brand, “SAKU,” which brings 
together her unique style for the “City Women.” 

As usual we  pulled up to the show “fashionably” late, but for the fashion world 
that’s considered the norm. Since every show runs with a fifteen minute delay, I was ex-
pecting the show to just be under way or beginning soon, but this was not to be the case. 

The event took place at the ArtBeam Gallery, a very frequently used venue for 
fashion shows during NYFW. Upon arrival we were met with a very long line. In most 
cases shows usually have a separate line and check in for the press, but this was not to 
be. 

After standing outside for a decent amount of time, we finally made our way inside,  
where were were met with a mob around the check in counter.  Again we waited on 
what seemed to be a cluster of people waiting to checking in with the skeleton crew that 
was available during this event. 

When we finally managed to enter the stage and runway, we were again greeted by 
a mass of photographers crowding the risers, making a clean shot impossible without 
pissing off and upsetting other photographers who probably showed up hours in ad-
vance (which seemed to be the case with most of the photographers present). 

After finding a tiny crevice, we than waited for 20 more minutes. While the crowd 
grew larger it also grew impatient, since the show finally ended up starting 40 minutes 
after the start time.

Regardless of the wait, the show went on. The 
collection featured large number of looks, many 
of which embodied the essence of the contempo-
rary women. Look after look, the packed crowd 
appeared stunned as the models made their way 
down the runway. in my mind’s eye I could visual-
ize a very stylish, strong, and contemporary wom-
an, powering her way down Fifth Avenue. 

I must say, though, that once the show was over 
I was glad, not because I did not enjoy the pieces 
that SAKU had to offer but because I had to lie on 
the floor to get any type of decent shot. 

But the show went on of course until I felt 
my body start to numb and my skin would start 
to sweat. It made my hands clammy and shaky, 
not giving me an ideal environment and setting to 
work in, yet most fashion shows usually end up in 
that manner. 

Although social media portrays fashion week 
as a glamourous event, there is a lot of blue col-
lar labor intensive tasks that are required for every 
single show put on during these hectic days we call 
fashion week. 

SAKU FW 2017

by Raffy Donado
Editor in Chief

Laurence And Chico AW 2017

Style photos  by Rafael Donado
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Mucho Gusto at Custo Barcelona  

Get Out is a horror film that's refreshingly fearless.
Chris is a photographer whose girlfriend Rose is taking him to meet 

her parents. Chris is nervous, as Rose's family is white and he's black, 
but Rose assures him that her parents are fine with it. The family wel-
comes Chris with open arms, and want him to be part of their annual 
get-together. Throughout the weekend, however, 

While Get Out is predominately a horror film, it is directed by co-
median Jordan Peele, who uses the horror genre to address issues of 
race that aren't being seen in Hollywood that often. Rather than use 
racist characters, much of Chris' discomfort comes from progressives, 
whose overly-accommodating behavior makes him feel more like an 
outsider than accepted. 

The filmmakers have described the film as a commentary on "un-
conscious white liberal racism," and Peele's experience in comedy 
shines as he laces the story with vicious satire. It also works as a hor-
ror film, keeping you on the edge of your seat, guessing where things 
are heading, until its intense final act. Without giving anything away, I 
strongly recommend Get Out for reinvigorating horror with a blend of 
scares and scathing topical humor.

Reviewed by Avi Ezor

Review

A Fearless Horror Film

It’s no secret that one of the best aspects of Rap music is the vicious feuds and “Beefs” between 
artists. Dating back to the days of Doctor Dre and Eazy E all the way to Drake and Meek Mill, these 
struggles have peaked audiences’ interest for years, with some artists’ best work coming from the “diss 
tracks” targeted at their rivals, such as Tupac’s “Hit Em Up” and Drake’s “Back to Back.” Yet audiences 
were caught off guard when after taking subtle subliminal jabs from Nicki Minaj, Remy Ma released a 
vicious, scathing seven minute song creating a truly tough act to follow and sparking an uproar of hype 
and speculation on social media.

Utilizing the beat from Nas’  “Ether” (hence the title), Remy effortlessly lives up to the connotations 
of sampling what is seen by many to be one of, if not the best diss track ever recorded. Maintaining a 
steady yet aggressive flow. Starting with small playground insults directed at her fashion sense, Remy 
dives into a brutal series of fiery blows towards Nicki, starting with exposing a complication in the im-
plants on Minaj’s… finer assets, as told to her by her ex Meek Mill, and proceeds to unveil the complete 
collection of skeletons in the Young Money alum’s closet.  

She starts by disputing Nicki’s claim to be the queen of rap with lines like
 “To be the queen of Rap you can’t have a ghost writer, and that’s why this is My House; Flo Rida”
This is then coupled by accusing Nicki’s frequent collaborators, Drake and Lil Wayne, of ghostwrit-

ing her lyrics to pass off as her own work. Shortly after, and continuing on exposing how allegedly fake 
Nicki Minaj is, Remy Ma reasons that prior to now, Minaj has only feuded with musicians that wouldn’t 
strike back or wouldn’t pose a threat, while claiming that she is cowardly based on that conclusion, 
boldly stating:

“You only fronted on Mariah ‘cause Mariah Don’t carry, You disrespected Taylor because Taylor 
wasn’t swift enough.”

After this and similar insults relayed through masterful word play, she proceeds to state that Minaj’s 
career was only possible due to the void Remy Ma left after she was arrested and served time for assault 
with a deadly weapon, for which she was just released from prison last year.  This claim is a recurring 
theme throughout the lengthy, merciless track. Afterward, Remy states that while she sells fewer albums 
than her rival, Minaj’s contract with her studio means that Remy sees more money coming in, refuting 
Minaj’s defensive response in advance.

But finally, after calling Nicki Minaj’s reputation, character, and artistic integrity into question, Remy 
Ma aims below the belt with the implication that Minaj isn’t just a malignant blight on hip hop, but on 
society in general. Her first argument is the rise in risky underground plastic surgeries that have maimed 
and even killed people influenced by the work Minaj flaunts on stage claiming:

“But you point your fingers at me? I’m the bad girl when she the one out here misleadin’ the black 
girls? All these fake ***** influenced by that girl dying from botched surgeries- What a sad world.”

This point is unfortunately based in fact with the case of Kelly Mayhew, a BET employee who died 
in a botched surgery shortly after meeting with Nicki Minaj, as an example. But the pièce de résistance 
comes in a personal attack on Minaj recently paying the bail money for her brother, who faces charges of 
raping an underage girl. This half verse can be summed up with the blunt line introducing it:

“Guess who supports a Pedophile? Nicki Minaj.”

I first heard this song driving home one night, when Legendary 
“Hot 97” DJ Funkmaster Flex had to pause the song several times to 
regain his composure after some of Ma’s brutal punchlines and throw-
ing in his thoughts on the song as he went, interrupting the usual nightly 
mix of the current hits mixed with his DJ talents and trademark bomb 
sound effects. When one considers that a single diss track could catch a 
man who’s been in the business for nearly twenty five years off guard, 
the song must at least be worth a listen. While, like most diss tracks, the 
claims are unproven allegations, Remy Ma’s flow and lyrical prowess 
clearly have not deteriorated after all these years, and the queen is back 
to reclaim her throne.

Triple M Mike gives this a 5/5.

Reviewed by Mikal Oltedal
“shETHER”

Mike’s Music Musings

In my career as a photographer, I have 
shot three seasons of New York fashion 
week (NYFW) simultaneously. I have 
shot many shows from big designer names 
like Moncler Grenoble, as well as Tadashi 
Shoji, Tome, the list of names goes on. As 
well as small time designers as well. 

But the most memorable fashion show 
that impacted me was that of Custo Barce-
lona.  

Most American have probably never 
heard Custo Dalmau the Designer. He spent 
his childhood and adolescence in Barcelona, 
where he studied architecture. In 1980 he 
found the label Custo Line with his brother 
David, which in 1996 became Custo Barce-
lona and today is a label of Blue Tower S.L., 
Barcelona. 

Custo initially focused on printed tops 
and T-shirts inspired by the looks of Califor-
nian surfers. The label meanwhile has added 
a full range of women’s clothing, a men’s 
line, as well as shoes and accessories. 

What was different about this show was 

the placement in which I was to be shooting. 
Usually, I would be placed in the riser sec-
tion along with all the other photographers. 
But for this show I was given 2nd Row seat, 
which suited me just fine. I arrived approxi-
mately one hour early to the show in regards 
to the fact that I had just finished shooting 
SAKU, which was located at the ArtBeam 
gallery, while Custo Barcelona held their 
show just two blocks away at pier 59 stu-
dios. Two days later Kanye would unveil his 
Yeezy season 5 collection at the same loca-
tion. 

In the fashion world schedules are very 
tricky, since shows often run late and also 
because there are a vast number of fash-
ion shows running throughout that week. 
Sometimes it gets to the point where shows 
overlap each other, causing an eager photog-
rapher and young journalist such as myself 
I would like to shoot and cover as many 
shows as I’d like; luckily I was able to coor-
dinate a perfect schedule that day. 

As I made my way backstage I could 
tell the magnitude and level at which Custo 
Barcelona was at. While working my way 

throughout the backstage area I snapped 
as many photos deemed worthy. I snapped 
away as the hair and makeup team worked 
away on models such as Dayton Pangborn 
and Malik Jalloh. (Malik Jalloh is seen 
above smiling while prepping for his walk 
down the Runway). After showing my face 
around and gaining content, I made my 
back to my seat in which I was then abrupt-
ly moved to the front row. After conversing 
with the people around, most of whom were 
very important editors for highly esteemed 
publications from other parts of the world, I 
got ready for  the show to finally begin. 

For this season’s FW17 look, Custo re-
ally stuck to his guns and exposed a pleth-
ora of Shimmering, Glossy and Metallic 
tones in many different layered styles. In 
this collection we see Custo embracing the 
popular oversized trench coat style, as well 
as Bomber jackets. Custo’s line included 
matching shoes for all looks as well as fu-
turistic shades that really gave Custos’ line 
a very fashion forward look. 

We look forward to seeing what Custo 
has in store for us next season. 

by Raffy Donado
Editor in Chief
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Trump’s Television Speech: 
What He Said and What He Didn’t 

In President Trump’s first 
address to Congress (read off a teleprompter) questions 
arise as to whether his words do match up with his pro-
posed actions.

Do his populist words of championing the little guy 
and the working class, reduce the federal bureaucracy, 
and drain the swamp?

In his speech, Trump announced plans to create a new 
government agency: VOICE or Victims of Immigration 
Crime Engagement, tasked with deporting “undocu-
mented criminals.”  He offered no specification as to what 
kinds of criminals would be included: jaywalkers, sus-
pected criminals, visa violators, people with misdemean-
ors or just violent, convicted felons. 

The President’s proposed expansion of government 
bureaucracy, after promising to shrink it for the purpose 
of going after criminal illegals despite Department of Jus-
tice’s report that immigrants have lower crime rates than 
the native born population, disconnects his words from 
his deeds.

In fact, his agents are fracturing families; rounding up 
and detaining the undocumented en masse without respect 
to criminal convictions; and detaining people at borders 
with valid visas and green cards under the theory that they 
may be planning criminal acts based on their connection 
to Islamic-majority countries and also based on brown-
ish skin color, clothing style, use of Arabic expressions or 
language.  Muhammad Ali’s ex-wife and their son, both 
American born citizens, were detained at the Fort Lauder-
dale airport after returning from the Caribbean and sepa-
rately questioned about their religion as if Islam would 
predict criminal intentions aimed at their fellow Ameri-
cans.

Could such actions be harbingers of President Trump’s 
approach to immigration reform and diversity?

 President Trump announced his intention to invest 
trillions in our crumbling infrastructure: he didn’t specify 
if he will direct money to our compromised water supply, 
deteriorating roadways, high speed rail transportation, 
crumbling bridges or to his rich contractor friends to build 
a 2000 mile wall to stop Mexicans and other deemed un-
desirables from access to southern USA so they can find 
other means of access from Canada or the Pacific coast, 
tunnels or uncharted air flights. He proposes to fund this 
investment in infrastructure by providing 3 trillion dollars 
of tax breaks to Wall Street and large corporations; the top 
1%; both plans sound like huge financial drain holes and 
are counter-intuitive.

 He proposes to increase Pentagon funding, an already 

bloated government bureaucracy, by $54 billion in 1 ½  
years by slashing programs that help the elderly, the poor, 
the sick, the working class and children. This, despite the 
U.S. spending more on defense (some say offense) than 
the next 12 countries combined; this, despite the U.S. 
General Accounting Office (GAO) having described a 
waste of $125 billion in the defense bureaucracy.

 Trump said American corporations pay the highest 
tax rates in the world, so he wants to lower their tax rates. 
But according to the GAO, 1 of 5 corporations pay ZERO 
in federal tax (like Mr. Trump, as he admitted on the re-
cord) because corporations are stashing cash in the Cay-
man Islands and other tax-free offshore havens. This costs 
$100 billion a year in revenue loss for the U.S. Treasury.

 The President spoke about his plan to cancel the Af-
fordable Care Act (ACA) (also known as Obamacare) 
and to replace it with another plan that allows subscribers 
more choice of out-of-state providers; low income (non)
taxpayers will be able to deduct the price of their premi-
ums from their income tax.  Instead of receiving govern-
ment subsidies, as in Obamacare, the elderly will pay 
more for coverage from their fixed incomes. 

Such a plan eliminates coverage for the elderly unable 
to afford premiums from their fixed income pensions and 
low wage workers whose incomes are too little to make 
use of a health insurance deduction.

 Additionally, the President thinks of eliminating 
Planned Parenthood, a major health care provider for poor 
women; making major cuts in Medicaid funding and just 
maybe privatizing Medicare, a boon for health insurance 
companies and bad news for seniors on fixed incomes.

 I wonder if the President has heard of the 150 Town 
Hall rallies held across the country held by Republicans 
and Democrats.  That should have sent him a message 
loud and clear to NOT repeal Obamacare and not to trans-
fer more wealth to health insurance companies.

 I think health care is a right, not a privilege for just 
those who can pay. Coverage should be a guaranteed right 
for everyone in the country, rich or poor or in-between.

What about the famed Trumpian narcissism (a malig-
nant variety as described by the chief medical officer in 
Psychiatry at Harvard Medical School) when he referred 
to the number of minutes on the applause meter for his 
highlighting the weeping widow, Karen Owens, whose 
Navy Seal husband was killed in an attack in Yemen. It 
has been reported that the President decided to approve 
the attack at dinner with his son-in-law, Kushner, and 
chief political advisor, Bannon, days before the go-ahead; 
then the President blamed the debacle on the Obama ad-

ministration and said, contrary to military reports, that the 
mission was a success.

What wasn’t mentioned in his address were questions 
about his indebtedness to Russian money-lenders and 
their influence on the President’s policy making favorable 
to Russia, such as more European Brexits in France, Ger-
many, Greece and the weakening of NATO.

No mention about criminal justice reform in a country 
with 2 million + inmates mostly of color locked up for 
drug offenses and lack of money to pay for appropriate 
legal defense.

No word about America’s massive income wealth in-
equality in which the middle class and the poor continue 
to race to the bottom of the income barrel.

No reference to voter suppression by Republican state 
legislators and governors to make it harder for young 
people, people of color, seniors, and low income people 
to vote.

No word about spring’s early arrival and the need to 
address climate change. In New York, spring has come 22 
days early.

No word about Citizens United ruling, giving power 
to the moneyed elites to buy elections.

No word about the need to lower the cost of college 
education or the crisis of student debt that can linger over 
one’s entire working life.

No reference to his approach of taking on Wall Street 
and draining the swamp by populating his cabinet and in-
ner circle with white billionaires. Trump appointed Gary 
Cohen, former President of Goldman Sachs, who was 
fined millions for his illegal financial activities; Betsy 
DeVos, who proposes to redirect education funds from 
public schools to support private schools, thus removing 
resources from public education and thereby providing 
less to students from poor or immigrant families.

This looks like plans to a) supersize our national debt; 
b) disenfranchise large swaths of voters; c) favor the con-
tinued enrichment of the richest Americans who need for 
nothing; d) make an enemy of the purveyors of news that 
report on government and military activity; e) disfavor the 
working class; f) give more power to the most powerful 
military on the globe; g). disregard climate change; h) al-
low for continued pollution of the air and water supply; 
and i) throw millions of people out of the country

What hope do President Trump’s platforms give for 
optimism for the American future way of life?

Diane Nahas is an NCC student.

by Diane Nahas

So if you could have a five-minute conversation with President 
Trump, what would you say? What questions would you ask?  

What advice would you offer? 
Share your “conversation” with the campus through the 

Vignette’s Opinions section. 
Email your response to NCCVignette@gmail.com (subject line: 

Conversations). Please include your name and number.
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Is Donald Trump really going to build a 
wall between the U.S. and Mexico? 

  *  *  * 
Should people covered by Obamacare be 

worried? 
  *  *  *

What can the world do about its refugee 
crisis? 

If you have a thought about these issues, share it 
with the campus through the Vignette’s 

Opinions page!  

Submit articles (250-750 words) to 
NCCVignette@gmail.com

(subject line Opinions).
Include your name and 

telephone number. 
The newspaper will withhold 

names on request.

“Be the change you want to see in the world.” 
We have all seen this quotation before, either hanging of the wall of your middle 

school Social Studies classroom or on a bumper sticker while stuck in traffic. However 
clichéd it may seem, it is the truth.

As someone who has spent significant time at Nassau as a student and a repre-
sentative of the New York Public Interest Research Group (NYPIRG), I have seen 
everything from the campus being used as a FEMA evacuation site during Superstorm 
Sandy to an accreditation crisis. Tuition has risen 30% in the 5 years since I began as 
a student at NCC. A lack of proper funding from both Nassau County and New York 
state have led to drastic cuts in faculty, class availability, and educational and social 
programs that allow Nassau students to get accustomed to the demands and responsi-
bilities that come with college. 

The world outside the NCC bubble is even more frenzied. The effect of human 
activity on climate change is a scientific consensus, yet our elected officials refuse to 
take necessary actions to mitigate the damages we all with deal with. Homelessness in 
New York has risen to some of the highest levels ever seen at the same time new sky-
scrapers are constructed weekly. Elected officials at every level have been convicted 
of abusing their office for personal gain while the people they represent suffer.

Now is the time for us to take the future into our own hands. Students have been 
the heart, mind, and soul of the most successful social movements throughout the 
history of the United States. Congressman John Lewis, whom you may know from 
reading March, began organizing other students to for equal rights for all races while 
a college student in Nashville. College students have been at the front of movements 
to end the Vietnam War, lower the voting age, and give everyone access to basic needs 
such as clean drinking water.

I first got involved with NYPIRG after transferring from NCC to Binghamton Uni-
versity. While at Binghamton, the work that I did with other NYPIRG students across 
the state was crucial in ensuring that New York became the first state to ban a dan-
gerous drilling process known as hydrofracking that has been linked to earthquakes 
and water contamination around the world. It was through NYPIRG that I saw that 
by working together, everyday people have an enormous power to change the world.

I know for a fact that the stereotype of the apathetic NCC student is an “alternative 
fact.”  I have friends who have used the opportunities that NCC provides to bring them 
to places they never thought they could dream. Many students work multiple jobs and 

It’s Your Future: Be a Part of Shaping It

It’s been said a small business is nothing more than work and mon-
ey... too much of one and too little of the other. Do you think you have what 
it takes? Your key to long-term business success is the ability to find the 
right niche in the marketplace. Keep in mind the following considerations: 

1. Is there a need for your product or service?
The first rule of thumb in marketing is to “find a need and fill it.” Offer a product 

or service not because you want to, but because your potential customers tell you they 
need it.

2. Are there enough potential customers to make your venture a profitable 
one?

Before you spend time and money to get your business started, be certain that a 
target market exists. You must justify the location of your business. Even an internet 
presence does not guarantee success!

3. Have you monitored your environment to your complete staisfaction?
Take the time required to carefully investigate the community you propose to serve. 

Look at the growth potential of the area. Are people moving in or out? Are there many 
“empty-nest” families or young married couples who shop in the local stores? Make 
careful, first-hand observations. What about your competitors? If you’re going to of-
fer a product or service not yet available in the community, ask yourself why others 
haven’t already located there. Is there a drawback you may have overlooked?

4. Can you identify media patterns of your target market?
Determine where and how your potential customers get their information. What is 

the social media choice? What local radio stations do they listen to? What newspapers 
do they read on a regular basis? Know the answers to these questions!

5. Have you designed a marketing strategy which will set you apart from 
others? ?

This important marketing term is called positioning. Positioning lets you capitalize 
on your strengths to attract customers. You decide what image to project in relation 
to what your customers want and/or expect of you. Promotional efforts become more 
clearly defined when you use a positioning approach. Examples of popular positioning 
techniques include geography (Dairy Barn stores), price (Payless), convenience (7-11 
Stores) and service (Amazon).

6. Can you set clear objectives when communicating to your target market?
Communication, whether it’s written, oral, or via the internet, must have people un-

derstand exactly what you mean. Communicate your ideas in ways to make customers 
respond to your messages. What good is spending $200 for a newspaper advertisement 
announcing your opening sale if no one takes the time to read it? And remember to ask 
for email contacts, they can provide you with an easy way to communicate with your 
loyal customers.

Jack Mandel is a professor in NCC’s Marketing, Retailing, and Fashion 
Department.

drown in loans just for the opportunity to get the fantastic education offered by Nas-
sau. Right now, we are seeing the possibility of that opportunity slip away from those in 
our community who need it the most.

We must work together to ensure that NCC not only receives the funding and atten-
tion it is due, but gets the respect it deserves as an institution. On March 2nd, NYPIRG is 
bringing students from NCC to join hundreds of students from across the state to speak 
to our state legislators about what we need New York to do to ensure an opportunity for 
everyone to have an affordable, quality higher education.  Nassau Community College is 
known nationally for providing this to its students, and we must fight together to preserve 
this.

Change is something that must be fought for. 
No one will make the world what you want it to be without you making it happen 

yourself. 
Come to our weekly chapter meetings on Thursdays in Nassau Hall 211 at 11:30 a.m., 

or stop by our office at any time in the College Union, Rm. 305 to be the change you want 
to see. It’s our future, and we need to shape it now.

Kevin Dugan is NYPIRG’s Project Coordinator at NCC. 

Thinking of Starting a 
Business Venture?

by Jack Mandel

by Kevin Dugan 
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Part Time Students
$12,000 IN SCHOLARSHIPS ARE 

AVAILABLE NOW!!! 

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS:
•	Are you a part-time student? 

(currently taking 11 credits or fewer)
•	 Is your GPA 3.3 or higher?  

DEADLINE:  MARCH 15TH, 2017

$ $
Presented by the

at Nassau Community College.

TO LEARN MORE
AND APPLY:

http://www.myafaonline.org/forms
Look for the “Scholarships” download icon!

Scholarships

Have you seen the TRiO SSS posters around the campus and ever wondered what 
a “TRiO Project” is?  As with many Federal Programs, students do not always see the 
behind the scenes the type of work that is done to facilitate their college careers.  

Most students arriving at NCC’s campus can be very intimidated by the size and 
scope of the campus and that in turn produce a stressful experience.  

Now imagine if you are a student with a disability (SWD).  A disability (whether 
noticed or not) may add additional burdens in trying to overcome numerous barriers 
imposed by that disability.  What if you are blind or hearing impaired or any one of sev-
eral other disabilities that may not be as evident to the average population? We are now 
talking an additional stressful environment.  

Approximately forty years ago NCC recognized these additional barriers for stu-
dents with disabilities and initiated a very highly successful and comprehensive Student 
Support Services (SSS) TRIO Project, specifically for Students with Disabilities.  Fol-
lowing the Federal TRIO Programs Regulations, we initiated a Federal outreach  Stu-
dent Support Services  project designed to identify and provide additional academic 
support services for disabled students, one-third of whom are low income.  

The disability population of students is an underrepresented and marginalized popu-
lation that tends to have a history of experiencing limited capabilities when participating 

in their post-secondary educational experience.  Across the nation only twelve percent 
of students with a disabilities will graduate and transfer to a four year college,  but with 
our TRIO project of  academic support services, we are able to raise that graduation and 
transfer rate to over 22%. That is a tremendous increase due to the TRIO Grant.     

Our NCC TRiO Grant provides numerous academic support services by way of a 
strategic paradigm of Encouragement, Mentoring and Motivation (EMM).  This proven 
strategy helps to ameliorate the numerous obvious, as well as sometimes hidden, bar-
riers that students with disabilities encounter on a daily basis and allow them to fully 
engage in the college experience. 

Through this grant we are able to provide eight TRIO Grant coach/counselors who 
engage a high level of academic student support services to 451 Student with Disabili-
ties.  

Our new 2015-20 TRIO Grant re-funding will continue to provide the same high 
level of successfully proven academic support services to our SWD population for the 
next five years. 

Catherine  Vanek is NCC’s Trio Grant Director. 

Enhancing the College Experience for Students with Disabilities
by Catherine Vanek

To learn more about (and apply for) AFA Scholarships, 
visit

http://www.myafaonline.org/forms
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They say that hard 
work pays off. 

Nick Casella is liv-
ing testament of this.

Over the break 
while most people 
were relaxing and pro-
crastinating, Casella 
was preparing for one 
of the largest tour-
naments of his life. 

Casella starts 
everyday waking 
up bright and early. 
Maybe he checks his 
phone, and on his 
background reads the 
words, “I will be na-
tional champ.” 

For a wrestler, 
holding a national title is one 
of the most prestigious titles 

you can carry. 
After he checks his phone, he goes right to working out every-

day. Standing at 5 5” and wrestling in the 141 lb. weight class, has dem-
onstrated one of the most impressive wrestling careers i’ve ever seen. 

While in high school Casella took the County title four years in a row, 
starting in his freshman year. .he was the  2015 State Champion and a four-
time New York state placer as well, having placed 1st, 5th, 2nd, and 2nd. 

With an impressive wrestling record like that, he has been offered different op-

tion, he originally went to the University of Maryland in which he excelled in the 
first division finishing his first college season (2015-2016) with a record of 7-9.

At Maryland he earned his first college win over Demetra Kostis (Appala-
chian State) at the Wolfpack Open on November 22; finished 3-2 overall at the 
tournament, including a tech fall over Ryan Hull (Gardner-Webb).  He also de-
feated Triston Law (Penn State) at the Nittany Lion Open on December 6.  

He picked up a win over John Twomey-Kozak (Brown) at the Franklin & Marshall 
Open on December 30, and he went 2-2 at the National Collegiate Open in March. 

After transferring to NCC, Nick quickly became aquainted with the 
team.  Over the break he came out and  won the 141-pound crown at the 
2017 NJCAA National Championship tournament in Council Bluffs, Iowa.

The nationally unranked Nassau Community College Star wrestler came out and 
showed that NCC is a force to be reckoned with. He accumulated a 5-0 record over 
two days to take the title.  It was a difficult journey for him, having to the wrestle the 
#1, 3, and 4 ranked wrestlers. Wrestling with a banged-up knee, the unranked Casella 
nevertheless flipped every opponent he faced. 

On the first day of the national tournament Casella started with back-to-back bonus 
point outcomes, majoring his first opponent (Tra Jones of Ellsworth) by a score of 12-
2, and following it up with a 2:50 pin of Harper’s Dylan Elmore. In his last match he  
faced the #1 ranked Kurt Mode (Clackamas), but he ended up dominating the match 
with a 13-3 major decision.

Next he won  a 7-2 decision over #4 DeAndre Reed (Iowa Central) in the semifi-
nals, which sent him to the big finals. 

Just one “w” away from becoming the 12th individual and 13th total (Willie Gad-
son won it 2x in ‘73 and ‘74) National title holder in NCC history, Casella embraced 
the big moment and cruised to yet another one-sided win, 10-4 against third-ranked 
Andrew Ramirez of Highline.

NCC’s wrestling team cranked out gold medalists in two of the past three years, 
with current Binghamton wrestler, Joe Russ, winning the title at 133 pounds in 2015. 
Casella was joined on the podium by 197-pounder, Cedrick Stephens, who took 8th. 

Nick the Great
NCC Wrestling Team’s Nick Casella takes National Title

Nick Casella and  head wrestling coach 
Paul Schmidt

by Raffy Donado
Editor in Chief

                             Classified Ad

Alternative to Abortion
Choose Life for Me!

After 18 days you can hear my heartbeat.
After 40 days, you can measure my brain waves.
After 45 days, I feel pain and respond to touch.

Free Pregnancy Testing, Information, and 
Counseling

Also post-abortion counseling.
Call: 1-631-243-0066

1-631-243-2373
516-798-9100 Massapequa
516-408-6300 Hempstead

Lions’ B-Ball Takes Region XV Championship
“Defense wins championships . . .is a saying that has been around longer than a tor-

toise’s father’s favorite oak tree, but it truly applies championship teams. 
NCC’s men’s basketball team, which won the Region XV Division III championship 

over the weekend of March 3-5, is no exception. 
The Lions knocked off Suffolk Community College, Hostos Community College, 

and Sullivan Com-
munity College (in 
the finals) to take 
the crown. 

Nassau ranked 
1st   in opponents’ 
3pt field goal, 9th in 
field goal percent-
age, and 12th in 
points allowed per 
game. 

To say that their 
defense was good 
this season is an 
understatement. It’s 
that same defense 
that helped them 
throughout the regu-
lar season and 

by Lowell Devon Pascall
Opinions Editor

post season. By the play of their excellent guards, Terrell Williams, who averaged 
19-4-4 and Dana King, who averaged 13-3-4, it seemed that they were destined to win 
the Region XV championship and to have a chance to win the National championship. 

Terrell Williams won MVP leading the way with 29 points, hitting 17 of 18 free 
throws. Many of his of his buckets came in the second half when his team were down. 
King also did his part by scoring 24 points along with 4 assists and 4 steals. After the 
game Williams said,“… we just followed the game plan. We made them take outside 
shot and limited their inside penetration…”

With their next game on March 16, the team is going to need to play its signature 
defense against Herkimer College in the first round of the Nationals.   

 Terrelle Williams Sophomore guard, Most Valuable Player
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