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Proposed BOT Policy on branding would apply  to student club materials 

Should student clubs at NCC be re-
quired to follow the college’s branding 

guidelines when advertising their events, designing T-shirts for mem-
bers, or posting information about themselves online?

Some at NCC believe so. 
NCC’s Board of Trustees is exploring a policy that would require 

all campus groups, including student clubs, to conform to the College’s 
branding guidelines in their use of publicity and promotional items. 

 The policy (known as Policy 3200) is currently in draft form.  If it is 
adopted by the Trustees as written, student club materials—flyers, post-
ers, websites, and social media postings—would need to be (according 
to the proposed policy) “forwarded to the Office of Governmental Af-
fairs and Media Relations for review and approval not less than three 
(3) full business days in advance of scheduled publication to any party 
for the purposes of design, printing or publication, including internet 
publication.”

 The proposed policy regarding branding would apply to all printed 
and online advertising materials produced by campus offices and de-
partments and “to all officially recognized student organizations when 
their activities result in representing, advertising, promoting, or market-
ing the College.”

According to the NCC website, branding guidelines include but are 
not limited to specific typography, logos, email signatures, official seals, 
taglines, color palettes, print standards, web standards and photography.

The policy, if approved, could also apply to student clubs producing 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, hats, or other items advertising the club. 

The purpose of the proposed policy appears to be to promote a con-
sistent and positive image of the college.

The policy is one of approximately twenty sets of guidelines that are 
being written and that will make up the Board of Trustees’ handbook. 
The policy on branding is scheduled to be reviewed and discussed at 
the next meeting of the BOT scheduled for February 14 and could be 
approved as early as this month.

It’s not clear how this policy as it relates to student clubs would be 
enforced. The Vignette reached out to Alicia Steger, director of mar-
keting and communication, and Kate Murray, director of governmental 
affairs, for additional clarification and interpretation.  Both declined to 

comment since the policy is still in a draft form.
However, it was pointed out that guidelines of the Faculty Student 

Association, which oversees clubs and other activities related to cam-
pus life, call for student clubs to comply with college branding policies. 
The proposed policy 3200 contains a reference to FSA guidelines.  

Some people on campus are concerned about the impact of this pol-
icy on clubs’ activities and student life in general.  

Phyllis Kurland, a professor in Student Personnel Services and co-
ordinator of student activities, said that while she believes that branding 
is an important and generally a positive idea, it is a bit over the top to 
have every college organization and department submit all content that 
can be considered as “Marketing Material” to the Department of Gov-
ernmental Affairs and Marketing for approval. 

She added that the draft was too general and could be interpreted 
in many ways. She also said that the proposed policy could be seen 
as infringing on First Amendment rights, possibly violating students’ 
freedom of speech.  

 Kurland pointed out that due to the collective bargaining agree-
ment, if a student club were to be found guilty of breaking the school 
new policy, the students who violated the policy would not be penal-
ized but the club’s advisor could be. She said she believes that this 
threat will discourage professors from wanting to take on advisor re-
sponsibilities for clubs. 

She said that although the image of College is very important, it 
must not interfere with students’ ability to learn and grow. And un-
fortunately, she believes the text for Policy 3200 is too unclear to be 
interpreted in one way.

To obtain input about the proposed policy, the NCC administra-
tion scheduled two forums in January. Those attending asked questions 
about the policy’s meaning regarding faculty speech and the expression 
of opinion. There were also concerns about the proposed policy’s call 
for possible disciplinary action against those who violated branding 
guidelines.  

Since those meetings, there have been some additional amendments 
to the policy. 

by Rafael  Donado
Style Editor

The  purpose of the proposed policy 
appears to be to promote a  consistent 

and positive  image of the college. 

Board Considers Mandatory Branding Policy 

“NCC is a Safe Place for All”  is one of several posters to be seen 
around campus this spring. The posters celebrate NCC’s diversity 
and remind viewers that NCC is a safe place.  The posters were de-
veloped by Aurora Workman from NCC’s Affirmative Action Office. 
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                    Events
NCC’s Student Government Association meets 

every other Monday at 4 p.m. in the College Center, Rms, 
252-253.  The next meeting will be on Monday, Feb. 27.  All 
are welcome.  

Is there any hope for peace in the Middle East?   
What can the world do about its refugee crisis? Will 
America ever come to its senses about guns and gun vio-
lence?  If you have a thought about these or any other 
issues (including life at NCC), send it to Vignette’s Opin-
ions section.  Opinions is seeking essays of 250-750 words 
from the campus community for fall 2016 issues.  Send sub-
missions to OPINIONS, Vignette, College Center, Rm. 347 
or email them to NCCVignette@gmail.com (subject line: 
OPINIONS).  Remember to include your name and tele-
phone number.  

Is there a reporter in the house? How about a reviewer 
or photographer or a thoughtful columnist?  The Vignette, 
NCC’s student newspaper,  is seeking reporters, review-
ers, photographers, and other staff members for spring 
2017.  No experience is necessary, though interest, enthusi-
asm, and idealism will help.  The Vignette meets on Tues-
days at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in its office in Room 347 of 
the College Center. Stop by! 

Like music? Check out P.O.P. Records, which is 
seeking musicians, songwriters, singers, rappers, and other 
performers.  Meetings are on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
club hour (11:30 a.m.) in the College Union, Rm. 300.  For 
information about upcoming meetings, see Prof. Richard 
Ceballo, in the College Center, Rm. 150. 

Care about clean air, clean drinking water, consumer 
rights, voter registration, and other issues related to the 
quality of life in America and the world? Get involved 
with the NCC chapter of NYPIRG (New York Public In-
terest Research Group), which works on all of these issues 
and more.  Call (516) 222-0086 for more information.  

If you like planning campus events, NCC’s 
Programming Board wants to meet you!  The club meets 
on Tuesdays at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in the College Center, 
Rm. 343.  All are welcome.  Inquire about positions in the 
organization.

The Student Organization of Latinos (SOL) meets 
every Thursday at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in Building G, 
Rm. 243.  The club sponsors field trips, sponsors an annual 
scholarship, promotes Hispanic cultural awareness, and 
more. New members are always welcome.  For information 
about upcoming events, text @ccb322 to 81010.    

Want to unwind and have some fun?  Try the student 
lounge (College Union, second floor).  The lounge features 
pool, ping-pong, and other games. For more information, 
visit the lounge or call 572-0682.

NCC’s Traveling Professor series presents, “Heading 
South to the Beautiful Island of Guadeloupe,” a talk by 
Pierre Desroches, Department of Foreign Languages, on 
Tuesday, Feb. 28 (1 p.m., College Center, Rm. 254). 

Feeling barraged by all of that information coming 
at you in your classes?   Learn how to get a handle on 
things in SPS’s upcoming workshop, “Listeng and Taking 
Notes,” Tuesday, March 7 (11:30 a.m.) in Nassau Hall, Rm. 
206.   All are welcome. 

Ready to get in shape?  Ready to sweat a lot? Take 
part in this fall’s well-being programs at NCC: Zumba 
Fitness (Tuesday and Thursday, 11:45 a.m.; and Thursday, 
5 p.m. in P-117); Yoga (Tues. and Thurs., 11:45 a.m.; 
P-120); and Fitness at 5 (Wednesday, 5 p.m.; P-117).  Bring 
a water bottle and towel and dress to work out.  For more 
information, call 572-7684, ext. 26602. 

NCC’s Career Center holds walk-in hours every 
Thursday from 9:30-11 a.m.  in Nassau Hall, Rm. 14.  If you 
have a career question, need some career advice, or want to 
learn more about the Center’s resources, stop by.   

NCC has your back! Mentors are waiting to talk 
with you and to answer your questions about  classes, 
financial aid, time management, areas of study and anything 
else related to life at NCC.  To sign up for a mentor, go to 
ncc.edu/mentoringprogram.  Questions? Email mentoring@
ncc.edu  

Did you know that student veterans at NCC have their 
own center? The Student Veterans Center, located in the 
Tower, Plaza level, is open daily (Mon.-Fri., 8:30 a.m.-
4:30 p.m.). The Center offers veteran benefits workshops, 
leadership opportunities, and opportunities to meet other 
veterans.  Stop by and see what the Center is all about.  

The Intervarsity Christian Fellowship invites the 
NCC campus to its meetings on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
club hour (11:30 a.m.) in the College Union, Rm. 302. 

PeaceWork, a student club devoted to exploring 
alternatives to violence, invites the student body to join the 
group and be an advocate for peace.  The club meets every 
Thursday at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in G-375.

Amnesty International, a student group devoted to 
understanding and raising  awareness about human rights 
issues, meets on Tuesdays at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in 
G-375. 

The first Evening Activity Hour of the spring 2017 
semester will feature a transfer information workshop, 
a showing of Little Shop of Horrors; a career workshop 
(“Fall in Love with Your Career”); and an adult coloring 
workshop.  The program will include free food, beverages, 
and Valentine desserts.  For a full schedule of events, call 
572-7148.  

Unsure about what you can do with a major in_____?  
Attend the Career Center’s “Major Choices: Connecting 
Majors to Careers” workshop on Tuesday, Feb. 28 (11:30 
a.m., Nassau Hall, Rm. 14) and learn about the variety of 
career options that are related to various majors.  

NCC’s Black History Month Committee presents, 
“When Doves Cry,” a tribute to Prince (live band)--
Tuesday, Feb. 14 (5:30 p.m.., College Center, Multipurpose 
Room.  

NCC’s Traveling Professor series presents, “Afro-
Braziliam Culture and Religion,” a talk by Chris 
Schwertman, Department of English, on Monday, Feb. 27 
(2 p.m., College Center, Rm. 254). 

      Academic Information
     Emergency school closings will be announced over 
the following radio stations: AM: Walk 1370; WOR 1010; 
WCBS 880; WHLI 1100; and    WINS 1010. FM: WALK 
97.5; WBAB 102.3; WBLI 106.1; B103.1; KJOY 98.3; 
LOVE 96.1; WMJC 94.3; WRCN 103.9; and WHPC 90.3.  
School closings will also be announced on News 12 Long 
Island and channels 2 and 4. They will be posted, as well, 
on the NCC website, www.ncc.edu as well as www.wor710.
com and www.WCBS880.com. 
     The NCC Library’s hours are Monday-Thursday, 8 
a.m.-9 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-8 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m.-
4:30 p.m.  The Library will be closed on Sunday.      

The Writing Center’s spring 2017 hours are as 
follows: Writing Center (Bradley Hall, first floor): 
Monday, 8:45 a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesday, 9:15 a.m.-2:30 p.m.; 
Wednesday, 8:45 a.m.-2:45 p.m.; Thursday, 9:15 a.m.-1:45 
p.m.; Friday, 8:45 a.m.-2:45 p.m. and Sunday, 12:15-4 
p.m. Library Annex (Second Floor, Rm. 233): Monday 
and Wednesday, 12:30-8 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday, 
10 a.m.-7:45 p.m.; Saturday, 10:15 a.m.-2 p.m. For more 
information, call 572-7195.

Looking for a quiet place to study?  Try the Study 
Lounge on the third floor (Rm. 310) of the College Center.  
Hours: Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

The Adjunct Faculty Association (AFA), which 
represents adjunct faculty at NCC, offers eight scholarships 
for attending part-time students. One, the Presidential 
Academic Excellence scholarship--$3000, is for a spring/
summer 2017 graduate with a minimum grade-point average 
of 3.5. Seven of the awards are for students continuing their 
studies at Nassau who have completed twelve or more credits 
with a grade-point average of 3.3 (3.5 for the John Meehan 
Second Chance Scholarship), and are continuing for at least 
one semester at NCC. The scholarships are as follows: 
John Meehan Second Chance Scholarship--$5000 
(for a student 35 years old and over who has a grade-
point average of 3.5); AFA Members Scholarship 
($1000); three AFA scholarships in Memory of John 
Pitrelli, James Crisafulli, and Robert McGowan--$1000 

each; AFA Officers Scholarship--$2000; and theAFA 
Robert F. Blake Executive Board Scholarship--$2000.  
Applications may be downloaded from www.
myafaonline.org. Completed applications should 
e-mailed to scholarships@myafaonline.org.  The 
application deadline is Wednesday, March 15, 2017.

The Nassau Community College Federation of 
Teachers (NCCFT) Local 3150 invites applications for 
the Joseph F. Carlino, Jr. Academic Excellence and 
Service Scholarship.  Two scholarships are available--a 
$3000 award may be made to a full-time student who has 
graduated from NCC in summer or fall 2016 or a full-time 
student eligible to graduate from NCC in May 2017.  In 
addition, a $1000 scholarship will be awarded to a second 
full-time student meeting the same criteria.  At the time of 
their application, interested students must have completed a 
minimum of 48 credits as a full-time student at NCC; have 
a 3.7 cumulative average (maintained through graduation); 
must have been accepted to an accredited four-year institution 
of higher learning; and be able to document unpaid service 
to the college and/or community while a student at NCC.  
Applications and information are available online  at www.
nccft.org or www.ncc.edu.  Additional information may be 
obtained by calling 572-7198.  Completed applications 
must be returned to the NCCFT office (Cluster F, Rm. 
3293) by noon on Friday, March 23, 2017. 

The Nassau Community College Federation of 
Teachers-Local 3150 (NCCFT) invites applications for 
the Aaron Seligman Memorial Scholarship ($1000).  At 
the time of their application, students must be a full-time NCC 
student in good academic standing during the year in which 
an application is submitted; have completed a minimum of 48 
academic credits with at least sixteen credits in mathematics, 
computer science, and/or information technology; have 
completed a minimum of two full-time semesters at NCC; 
have a minimum grade-point average of 3.5; and be able to 
document active involvement in a leadership activity with 
two letters of appropriate recommendation.  Applications 
and information are available online  at www.nccft.org or 
www.ncc.edu.  Additional information may be obtained 
by calling 572-7198.  Completed applications must be 
returned to the NCCFT office (Cluster F, Rm. 3293) by 
noon on Thursday, March 23, 2017.

The Nassau Community College Federation of 
Teachers Local 3150 (NCCFT) invites applications for 
theM. Debra DeSanto Student Aide Scholarship.  A 
$300 award will be made to a full-time student in good 
academic standing who has completed a minimum of fifteen 
academic credits at NCC wuth a grade-point average of 3.0 
and who has been a student aide for at least one complete 
semester.  Applications and information may be obtained at 
www.nccft.org or the NCCFT Office (Cluster F, Rm. 3293; 
572-7198).  Completed applications must be returned 
to the NCCFT office (Cluster F, Rm. 3293) by noon on 
Thursday, March 23, 2017. 

Got questions about or need help with choosing a 
major or career, finding a job, getting involved in campus 
life, transferring to another college, or some other issue 
related to your college experience?  Drop by the Student 
Outreach and Support (SOS) Center on the first floor of 
the College Center Building (outside the Office of Student 
Activities) and speak with a member of the Department of 
Student Personnel Services (SPS). Hours: Mon., 9-11 a.m. 
and 1:30-3:30 p.m.; Tues, 9-11 a.m. and 1:30-3:30 p.m.; 
Wed., 1:30-3:30 p.m.; Thurs., 9-11 a.m. and 1:30-3:30 p.m.; 
and Fri., 9-11 a.m.  For information about SPS services, call 
572-7506. 

Follow NCC news on Twitter.com/NCCVignette and 
Twitter.com/fye_nassaucc as well as on the First-Year 
Experience blog, “What’s Up, NCC?” www.whatsupncc.
blogspot.com.  

*  *  *  *
Got a meeting, speaker, social event, or other activity  

happening in the fall that you want to promote?  Advertise 
on the Vignette’s Happenings page!  Take advantage of this 
FREE service!  Email notices of upcoming meetings and 
events to NCCVignette@gmail.  Indicate that the item is for 
the newspaper’s “Happenings” page. 

Happenings
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Stamp out silence. 
Write a letter to 

the editor.

The Vignette is the official student 
newspaper of Nassau Community 
College.  It is published throughout 
the fall and spring semesters.  Mem-
bership is open to all NCC students.

The Vignette welcomes letters 
to the editor as well as Opinions ar-
ticles.  Letters should be limietd to 
350 words.  Opinions essays should 
be limited to 700 words.  Letters and 
Opinions pieces must be signed and 
contain the author’s telephone num-
ber or campus extension.  The news-
paper will withhold names on request.

The editorial board reserves the 
right to edit stories or letters for clar-
ity and length.  Views expressed in 
letters and Opinions essays do not 
necessarily reflect those of the edito-
rial board.

The Vignette accepts classified 
and display advertisements from cam-
pus and off-campus advertisers.  Pub-
lication of ads in the newspaper does 
not imply endorsement of products or 
services.   

Address:      
     Vignette
     Nassau Community College
     College Center, Rm. 347
     Garden City, N.Y. 11530    
     Telephone: (516) 222-7071
      nccvignette@gmail.com

Editorial Board

Editor-in-Chief

News Editor

Brandon Hoyt
Features Editor

Opinions Editor

Sebastiam Milo
Sports Editor

Raffy Donado
Style Editor

Arts Editor

Olivia Laudano
Advertising Manager

Anya Reid
Photography Editor

Shelsea Mayas
Business Manager

Contributors
  
    Avi Ezor, Ambar Bello, Carolime 

Parada, Mikal Oltedal, Shanya 
Egalite, Chynah Crocker, Lowell 

Pascall, Joseph Reilly   Jacqueline 
Clifford, Ajaury Williams

   

     Richard Conway
     Faculty Advisor

Editorial

An Invitation to the NCC Community

       A Conversation with President Trump 

If you could spend five minutes speaking with America’s new 
President, what would you say?  What thoughts about America 
(and the world) would you share, what concerns would you ex-
press, what advice would you offer, and what questions would you 
ask?  

For an upcoming issue of the newspaper, the Vignette staff 
would like to hear from students, faculty, administration, staff, 
and any other members of the campus who would like to share 
their thoughts and opinions about the President and/or ask ques-
tions of him. 

Email submissions (preferred length: 75-300 words) to the news-
paper at NCCVignette@gmail.com.  Include the word “Conver-
sations” in the subject line and include your name and telephone 
number. The Vignette will withhold names on request. However, 
no anonymous submissions will be printed.

Here’s a chance to speak your mind.  We hope you will.

Selling a textbook, looking for a roommate, 
or starting a business?  

Reach out to the NCC campus community 
through Vignette classifieds.    

For more information, call 222-7071.  
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Activities Fair 2017
It  may have been chilly outside, but there was plenty of heat in the College Center on Tuesday, 

Jan. 31, as  NCC clubs  turned out to show off their best and to attract new members. More than 
75 clubs filled the Multipurpose Room and second 
floor of the College Center.  Free food, music, give-
aways, performances --could there be a better way 
to spend a club hour?        photos by Anya Reid                                    
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Student Charged in Campus Hate Graffiti Incidents

An NCC student was arrested in December and charged with allegedly drawing swas-
tikas and other hate graffiti on the walls of several campus buildings, according to Nassau 
County Police.

Jasskirat Saini was arrested on Tuesday, Dec. 20 and charged with ten counts of felony 
aggravated harassment, police said.  Each count is punishable up to four years in prison.

Saini pleaded not guilty at his arraignment on Wednesday, Dec. 21. 
At a news conference on the day of the arrest, Thomas Krumpter, Nassau County’s 

acting police commissioner, said, “Hatred, bigotry and racism won’t be tolerated in Nas-
sau County.” 

Swastikas and references to Adolph Hitler appeared in men’s bathrooms and on walls 
in Clusters A, B, D between October and December. 

Following the Presidential election in 2016, there were reports of increases in bias 
incidents in cities and elsewhere.  But Krumpter said in his press conference that bias 
incidents in Nassau County had declined.

Some people on campus are still concerned about the impact of this incident on stu-
dents and campus life.

NCC President Dr.W. Hubert Keen expressed shock and concern that the person ac-
cused of the crime is an NCC student.

by Ajaury Williams
Staff Writer

Speaking with Vignette, Dr. Craig Wright, associate vice president for equity, in-
clusion, and affirmative action, shared his own thoughts on the issue:

 “Hate crimes erode the safe place,” said Wright. “College is supposed to be an 
escalator of education, high on learning. A college campus is a place where students 
can develop and find remedies on societal ills… therefore if you see that hate on your 
campus, how can you imagine, grow, learn, and research if you don’t feel comfortable 
in your own skin?”

Ever wonder what professors do when they’re not teaching classes?  Drop by one 
of NCC’s Traveling Professor programs and you’ll find out.

The Traveling Professor series, part of NCC’s Cultural program, features talks by 
professors who have traveled to interesting places around the world or studied parts of 
the world during their travels. Each talk runs about an hour and leaves time for audi-
ence questions.

Here’s a list of the topics and speakers scheduled for the weeks ahead: 
● “Visiting NFL Stadiums,” by John DeSpagna, Accounting and Business Admin-

istration Department, Thursday, Feb. 9, 1 p.m., Tower, 11th Floor
● “Cancer Research in England,” byFaiza Shah, Chemistry Department, Friday, 

Feb. 10, 11 a.m., College Center, Rm. 251
● “The Slovak Republic,” byAlfedo Mellace, Chemistry Department, Wednesday, 

Feb. 15, 11 a.m., College Center, Rm. 251
● “Afro-Brazilian Culture and Religion,” by Chris Schwertman, English Depart-

ment, Monday, Feb. 27, 2 p.m., College Center, Rm. 254
● “Heading South to the Beautiful Island of Guadeloupe,” by Pierre DesRoches, 

Foreign Languages Department, Tuesday, Feb. 28, 1 p.m., College Center, Rm. 254.
The talks are free and open to everyone on campus.

Following her talk on “What Does the World Think About America after the Election?” 
journalist  Kim Gattas (r) visited Prof. Susan Newlin-Wagner’s Reading the New Media class 
on November 21 and discussed ways that students can become more sophisticated consumers 
of news.  Gattas’s lecture at NCC was part of the fall 2016 cultural program.  

Traveling Profs on the Move

Stop the Hate
A Forum on Tolerance and Bias

Thursday, Feb. 16 - 10-11:15 a.m.
Tower, 11th Floor

Feature Presentation by 
Beth Lilach

Holocaust Memorial & Tolerance 
Center of Nassau County

Presentations by:
Dr. W. Hubert Keen, President, NCC
Dr. Craig Wright, CDO/AAO
Prof. Genette Alvarez-Ortiz, Chair, SPS
Chief Martin Roddini, NCC Public Safety
Prof. Susan Cushman, English; 
Coordinator, NCC Jewish Studies Project

--All Welcome--
 

Scholarship 
Workshop for Students 

applying for Adjunct Faculty 
Association 

Scholarships

Tuesday, Feb. 14 - 5:30 p.m.
College Center, First Floor
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Scholarships with at least a 3.6 GPA requirement:
• Daniel A. Keahon Memorial Scholarship: 1 award for $600 

Full-time or Part Time Students going for a Biology Major. Essay and Participation in internship is required. 
Scholarships with at least 3.5 GPA requirement:  

Full-time or Part-time Students:
• Barnes and Noble Scholarship: 5 awards for $5,000 each 

Students who have completed at least 30 GPA credits at NCC, letter of recommendation, and essay required. 
• David Hochhauser Scholarship: 1 award for one semester’s tuition

Students majoring in Business who have already completed one semester at NCC. Essay is required.  
• The Grace Scholarship for Student Excellence: 1 award for $500

Students majoring in Business Administration, Communications, Marketing, or Media.  Letter of recommendation and essay required. 
• Michael Gary Grimes Memorial Scholarship: 1 award for $600

Students who have completed at least 33 GPA credits at NCC and are majoring in Criminal Justice, Nursing, or Social Services. Essay is required.
Full-time Students Only:

• Florence Lane Memorial Scholarship: 1 award for $1,000
Students who have completed at least 30 credits at NCC who is also involved in women’s issues, community service, and/or leadership activities. Essay is required.

• Joshua Weissman-Goodfarb Scholarship: 1 award for $1000
A graduating student at NCC applying for a four-year degree with special needs. Essay is required.

• Chester N. Barkan History Award: 2 awards for $300
Students who have completed at least 24 GPA credits at NCC and are majoring in Liberal Arts or Teacher Education. Essay is required.

Part-time Students Only:
• NCCF Inc. Part Time Award: 6 awards for $600 each 

Students who have completed at least 30 GPA credits at NCC. Essay is required.

Scholarships with at least 3.2 GPA requirement:  
Full-time or Part-time Students:

• Berthain Delille Perseverance Scholarship: 2 awards for $500 
Students who have completed at least 24 GPA credits at NCC who is also majoring in Allied Health Sciences, Nursing, Biology, or Liberal Arts. 

Must currently be working at a full or part time job. Essay is required. 

Scholarships with at least 3.0 GPA requirement:  
Full-time or Part-time Students:

• Christopher Rancaniello 9/11 Memorial Scholarship: 1 award for $1,000
Student who has completed at least 30 GPA credits at NCC and is a Business Administration Major. Essay is required.

• Ella Orlova and Abraham Stolar Memorial Scholarship: 1 award for $300
Current or former student of Professor L. Orlova. Students who intend to go to a 4-year institution. Essay is required.

• Ernest Dell Aquila Memorial Scholarship: 1 award for $200
Students who have completed at least 1 semester at NCC and have a disability. Essay is required.

• Evelyn Laby Memorial Scholarship: 1 award for $150
Students with a Criminal Justice major and intend to continue at a 4-year institution. Essay is required.

• Gerry Leibowitz Memorial Scholarship: 1 award for $500
Student who has completed at least 30 GPA credits at NCC. Essay is required.

• Michael J. Gallo Italian Heritage Scholarship: 1 award for $250
Student who has completed at least 12 GPA credits at NCC with Italian descent. 

Full-time Students Only:
• Cavallaro Scholarship in Memory of Edward Solosky & James E. Crayne: 1 award for $250

Student who has completed at least 15 GPA credits at NCC and an Education major. Essay is required. 
• Cavallaro Scholarship in Memory of Johanna Cavallaro: 1 award for $250

Student who has completed at least 15 GPA credits at NCC and a Social Services or Nursing major. Essay is required.
• Dawn DiStefano Marketing Scholarship: 1 award for $250

Student who is a Marketing major and has completed at least 15 GPA credits at NCC. Essay is required.
• Frances McGinty and Albert Cooke Memorial Scholarship: 1 award for $500

Student who had completed at least 30 GPA credits at NCC and is currently reside in Island Park, New York. Essay is required. 
• Gerardo (Jay) Alvarez Garcia Memorial Scholarship: 1 award for $500

Student of Latino descent. Essay is required.
• Joyce Ingram Memorial Scholarship: 1 award for $500

Student majoring in Communications who is transferring to a 4-year college or university in September. Essay is required.
• Lieutenant Bill McDermott Memorial Scholarship: 1 award for $300

Student who has completed at least 24 GPA credits at NCC who is also majoring in Fire Science. Essay is required.
• Louie Bockelman Memorial Scholarship: 1 award for $250

Students majoring in Engineering, Physics, Technology, Mathematics, Computer Science, Information Technology, or Physical Sciences. Essay is required.
• Stu Fishkin Memorial Scholarship: 1 award for $500
   Students in a Criminal Justice or Political Science major. A student who has lost a parent to cancer or has a parent currently 

undergoing cancer treatment. Essay is required.
             (continued on next page)

It’s Scholarship Time at NCC
by Caroline Parada 
Staff Writer

It is time to apply for scholarships. Scholarships are to be submitted by March 1, 2017 and no late applications will be accepted. The Scholarship awards vary from $150 to 
$5000. To view all the Scholarships available and the requirements in detail, you can visit http://www.ncc.edu/scholarships . Now you can apply for College Wide Scholarships 
online. Some scholarships require essays to be completed, but each Scholarship has their own criteria based on GPA, full/part time status, and major. Scholarships are listed below.
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Scholarships .  . .  (continued from page 6)

Scholarships with at least 2.75 GPA requirement:  
Full-time or Part-time Students:

• Phyllis and Paul Kurland Scholarship: 1 award for $250
   Student who has completed at least 2 semesters at NCC, and intend to continue education outside the Long Island/

Manhattan region. Must be student leader in a club or organization at NCC.  Essay is required.

Scholarships with at least 2.5 GPA requirement:  
Full-time or Part-time Students:

• Charles and Rose Renick Presbyterian Scholarship: 1 award for $2,500
Students enrolled in a degree program and an essay is required.

• Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday Committee Scholarship: 1 award for $225 
Students who have completed at least 40 GPA credits at NCC and essay is required.

• Michael “Scooter” Fenrich Scholarship: 1 award for $400
Students who are enrolled in a degree program and have a physical or learning disability. Essay is required.

Scholarships with at least 2.0 GPA requirement:
Full-time or Part-time Students:

• H.E. Lawless American Patriot Scholarship: 1 award for $250
Students who are on active military reserve or a former veteran.  Essay is required.

No GPA Requirement:
Full-time or Part-time Students:

• Bravo-Manjares Scholarship for Volunteerism and Community Service: 2 awards for $200
Students who have completed at least 33 GPA credits at NCC and is involved in volunteer work or community service. Essay is required.

• Doris & Ted Scholarship: 2 awards for $500
Students who have completed at least 6 GPA credits at NCC. Essay is required.

• Susan Kravitz / LGBT Scholarship: 1 award for $200
Students who have completed at least 1 year at NCC. Essay is required.

Full-time Students Only:
• Reginald Tuggle Scholarship: 1 award for $600

Students who have completed at least 15 GPA credits at NCC and are Marketing major. Essay is required.  

Scholarships with at least 2.8 GPA requirement:  
Full-time or Part-time Students:

• Richard M. Hoelderlin Scholarship: 1 award for $350
Students majoring in Hospitality Business. Essay is required.

Students who have completed at least 30 GPA credits at NCC and an Essay is required.

Making NCC’s Campus Safe for All
by Brandon  Hoyt
Features Editor

Dr. Craig Wright wants the NCC community, including the student body, to know 
that the college is committed to making the campus safe and to ensuring that no voice 
will be left unheard.

In an interview with the Vignette, Wright, associate vice president for equity, inclu-
sion, and affirmative action, praised the efforts of those on campus, in particular Public 
Safety, for creating a safe campus environment.

“They [Public Safety] do an awesome job as it relates to campus surveillance and 
safety patrols amongst the students and throughout the entire campus,” Wright said. “For 
example, if you look throughout the parking lot at night time you see a lot of blue lights. 
They are safety lights, and have been implemented for the purpose of not only [prevent-
ing] sexual harassment but sexual assault and other violent crimes.”

Wright noted that Public Safety plays a role not only in solving crimes on campus but 
in educating students and others about campus safety.  

“Public Safety has effectively taken action upon capturing perpetrators and educat-
ing the female staff and student population about how to defend themselves,” he said. I 
compliment them for their constant efforts.”

Public Safety also encourages individuals (students and others) to share knowledge 
of situations of unlawful actions.

Wright said that his office has introduced new measures aimed at raising awareness 
about sexual harassment and sexual assault.

“My office has implemented over for the last year and a half an online training that 
gives a depth understanding of sexual harassment and assault for men and women on 
campus,” he said. “It discusses the various issues that at often we are unaware of, in-
cluding stalking  and dating violence, or what people call domestic violence.  All new 
students, faculty, and staff on campus are made aware of the polices and the procedures 

that we have in line for sexual harassment.”
Many other steps and precautions have been taken to ensure safety among campus 

life, Wright said.
In instances of unlawful violence, he said that actions will be put into immediate ef-

fect allowing justice to speak. “In an incident of sexual assault on campus, Public Safety 
turns that case over to Nassau County Police,” he explained. “Hopefully the alleged 
victim makes a criminal complaint with Nassau County Police.  In issues of domestic or 
dating violence they don’t have to file [a complaint]. But Public Safety and I will serve 
as the complainant. Whenever we have an issue with sexual harassment or assault, it’s 
imperative to understand that immediately.

“I would put an interim suspension and a stay away order, which is a stipulation of an 
agreement into effect on the alleged perpetrator,” he said.

Wright noted that on the subject of sexual assault, people often think that it’s only 
females and not males who are victimized. “But,” he added, “we want to make sure that 
everyone is protected and treated equally.”

He stressed the need for honesty and directness. 
“We have to have the courage to tell people when their behavior or the way they talk 

makes us uncomfortable,” he said. 
Individuals are victimized for various reasons. The unlawful actions of sexual harass-

ment or assault can lead to numerous consequences. 
But through the actions of Dr. Craig Wright, Public Safety, and NCC Administration, 

students have a safer campus environment. Thanks to them, students can walk the cam-
pus knowing that they are cared for and are all protected and treated equally.
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Nifty Thrifty
How to Dress Your Best for Less

by Raffy Donado
Style  Editor

 
Let’s face it: living in NYC is expensive and it’s getting more 

pricey as time goes by. If you’re a college student like myself, or 
if bills and Christmas shopping made your bank account looking 
low, but you’re an avid shop addict such as myself, than thrifting 
is the way to go. 

Some of you might be turned off at the idea of wearing second-
hand clothes, but in many places such as Buffalo Exchange, Cross-
roads Trading Co., and Goodwill, they actually have a substantial 
amounts of gently used or even new clothing with tags that have 
never be worn. 

From fashionable brands like Comme des Garcons, Off-white, 
Canada Goose, Moncler, Versace, and even sometimes to classic 
names like Chanel, there are a variety of designers to be on the 
lookout for. 

With top brand names like this you’d expect to pay a fortune, 
but in thrift stores prices on items rarely exceed fifty dollars. Many 
thrift stores are mom and pop run or are non-profit organizations. 
So if you feel like an article of clothing is too expensive for the 
price listed, most thrift stores can work with you to negotiate a fair 
price.  

Buyers Beware: Thrift stores either have items donated to their  
stores, and others either Cosign like with 2ndtimearound, or buy 
clothes like Buffalo Exchange. Sometimes these stores will accept 
torn, dirty and even FAKE clothing. So make sure you inspect and 
try on items before purchasing. Many times it’s a matter of a sim-
ple Google search. Most designer items have a serial number used 
for verification. But many times you can estimate authenticity by looking at simple things like the stitching, material quality used, etc. 

The best location for thrifting in Manhattan has to be in Chelsea. Start with Crossroads Trading Co. on 24 W. 26th St., which is great spot to find Monclers, Supreme, and 
other streetwear gems. 

On the same block, located on 114 W 26th St., we have my favorite spot, Buffalo Exchange, which is a great place to not only buy but also sell your well-conditioned in 
season clothing. 

One block away on 103 W 25th St, there’s the Chelsea Goodwill store. This is an excellent place to get quick professional adult clothing. From stylish suits for $30 and up to 
an endless number of button-up shirts from brands like Yves Saint Laurent, Zara, and Club Monaco, Goodwill is an essential place to shop while thrifting. 

If you’re a little more edgy with your style, I’d suggest going into Williamsburg in Brooklyn for the OGs of thrift stores. Stores such as Monk, Beacon’s closet, and even 
another Buffalo Exchange store. Thrifting in Williamsburg offers 
better prices and a larger selection when it comes to vintage and 
also in season items.

Thrifting is not only cost efficient but it is really fun as well. So 
grab a friend and get yourself a nice new bad and boujee wardrobe 
for the low. Happy Hunting!     

Zayn vs. Kanye
 

But wait, how can this be? Well, it turns out that the for-
mer member of One Direction and current boyfriend to Gigi 
Hadid, Zayn Malik has been silently collaborating with the pro-
found Italian shoe maker Giuseppe Zanotti, whose shoe designs 
are known for their high top sneaker figure made with premi-
um leather as well as being covered with gold, silver Hardware. 

This is Zayn’s second major fashion collab following his 
debut Collection with “Versus Versace” The price range for 
these sneakers usually range from $500- $2000,which com-
petes with Kanye West’s YEEZY x Adidas line, which 
just dropped his Black color way of the 350 v2 Boost. 

Both shoes have similar price range making them in competition 
for the same market. Zayn’s collection is set to release in Febru-
ary and will feature an assortment of his original designs as well 
as the colors of his choice, which will be neutral organics, such as 
olive green which is a perfect match to a trendy olive bomber jacket. 

We look forward into seeing Zayn become a force in the fashion 
world.

by Raffy Donado
Style  Editor
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   What a Twist! Split Delivers
Reviewed by Mikal Oltedal
Staff Writer 

Released on January 20 and only in theaters for a mere 
four days at the time of writing, Split, the latest thriller 
from writer/director M. Night Shyamalan, has raked in 
over 40 million dollars, dominating the box office and 
making back its meager 5-million-dollar budget with 
ease. This marks a comeback for Shyamalan after a streak 
of critical and box office bombs and proof that his well-
received 2015 project,The Visit, wasn’t just a fluke. With 
this comeback and Shyamalan confirmed to take the helm 
of a Tales from the Crypt reboot, it is undoubtedly a great 
time to be a Shyamalan fan. 

But is Split any good?
This film is the enthralling story of Casey Cook, a 

troubled teenage girl, who along with two classmates is 
kidnapped by Kevin, an unstable assailant plagued with 
severe Dissociative Identity Disorder, having 23 unique 
personalities living in fear of a trio referred to as the 
horde, a cult inside his mind devoted to an entity known 
as “The Beast.” 

The plot fluctuates between Casey’s perspective 
(Anya Taylor-Joy) and a therapist’s (Betty Buckley) ses-
sions with Kevin while on the verge of discovering a sci-
entific breakthrough. Tensions rise as Casey must escape 
before the unveiling of “The Beast.” 

This film is truly a tour de force for its star James 
McAvoy. Creating one believable and three-dimensional 
character is tricky enough, but McAvoy is tasked with 
mastering nine, sometimes two at once. His identities are 
both distinct and unique, featuring (but not limited to) an 

OCD plagued janitor, an impressionable child, a hospi-
table but vindictive housewife, an impressionable nine-
year-old, and a flamboyant fashionista. 

McAvoy brings these varied roles to life with tremen-
dous ease, creating a complex set of characters and mak-
ing Kevin a character that the audience can be haunted by 
but also empathize with. McAvoy goes all in embracing 
Shyamalan’s quirky dialogue, always ready to shift from 
psychological horror to dark comedy, which leads into an-
other surprising success.

 Shyamalan’s odd sense of humor has often fallen flat 
on its face, adding absurd moments of deadpan or over 
the top comedy into otherwise serious films. In films like 
The Happening and Lady in the Water, audiences laughed 
at the film instead of with it, but with a lead like McAvoy 
ready and willing to get on Shyamalan’s level of insanity, 
not only are these scenes funny, they also create an omi-
nous feeling by showing the instability of The Horde’s 
personalities, only adding to the suspense and horror 
aspect instead of ruining it. His acting and Shyamalan’s 
writing seem to be a match made in heaven.

 Anya Taylor Jones masterfully portrays Casey, a trou-
bled young woman with a troubled past, and this, com-
bined with her performances in The Witch and Morgan, 
it is quite clear that Jones has cemented herself as a force 
to be reckoned with in the horror genre, which is so often 
plagued with wooden acting that a great performance like 
hers in this film is like a diamond in the rough. Jones be-
comes this role, adding to the film’s air of suspense and 
dread.

 But fantastic performances and a riveting screenplay 
aren’t the only things this film has to offer. Split show-

cases the talent of cinematographer Mike Gioulakis, who 
previously gained attention and praise with his work on 
It Follows, and it shows. Every shot is a well-planned 
masterpiece, and Gioulakis experiments with shots from 
the perspective of a character in briefly in several scenes, 
showing that not only is he competent at his craft, but 
creative as well.

 With all this in mind, Split is definitely worth the 
price of admission, but the film is not without its flaws. 
The two characters Casey is trapped with are tragically 
underdeveloped, leaving reviewers unable to remember 
all of Kevin’s featured “alters.” This imbalance is detri-
mental to an otherwise expertly crafted screenplay, and 
the two are clearly expendable from the beginning. Their 
actresses, while passable, are given far too little to work 
with. We know nothing about them and there’s little dia-
logue between them, so how is the audience supposed to 
care about the character’s fates when the creators clearly 
don’t? 

Aside from that, the only real nitpick is the film’s 
twist, which while amazing, may fly above the heads of 
those unfamiliar with Shyamalan’s filmography, which 
could make or break the film for some.

 Overall, especially given Shyamalan’s reputation and 
the studio Blumhouse Productions’ hit and miss endeav-
ors, Split is a chilling and at times side splitting triumph, 
with (mostly) fantastic performances from the cast, a 
sharp witted and original screenplay, and brilliant cin-
ematography. 

Split has, against all odds, become both a brilliant and 
memorable flick. We give it three thumbs way up.

 

Review

 Home is Where the Heart Is
Set from the 1950’s to the late 1970’s, Samm-Art Williams’ Home tells the story of 

Cephus Miles, a farmer who lives a relatively idyllic life on his family’s farm in a small 
South Carolina town until he is convicted and branded by society as a draft dodger and is 
left wandering and alone. His journey takes him from prison to the city, where he hopes to 
start anew, leading to a downward spiral that he must pull himself up from. 

Like many stories about the plight of the young blue collar American, Home is a story 
about the triumph of the human spirit as it copes with and struggles through pain and 
hardship. When done right, this theme can be powerful and emotional, but it can also just 
as easily fall into sentimental cheese. 

Entering NCC’s Little Theatre, I didn’t know what to expect. I was there to review a 
play I had never heard of by people I had never seen in previous productions here, in a 
theatre that gives little room to work with. 

I took it upon myself to avoid looking up this play online, as I wanted to see it with 
fresh eyes and a blank slate, and figured it was up to the directors and cast to create that 
great first impression, and they sure delivered. What transpired was two hours that felt 
much shorter than they were, as I became attracted to the story and the strong perfor-
mances painted a picture better than any set could manage.

Looking at the playbill as I entered, the first thing I noticed that this play had only 
three cast members at any given showing. The actors playing Cephus Miles (Barry John-
son/Khamall Dunkley) and two women, Sherrell Ryan and Jopanie Thompson,  filling 
every other role, serving a role similar to the Greek chorus format of eras long past. 

This proved to be incredibly impressive, for while the cast was small, the list of char-
acters was huge, as Ryan and Thompson had to flesh out many different and unique char-
acters, which is no small feat. 

Meanwhile, Johnson and Dunkley had to maintain a strong and committed stage pres-
ence throughout the show, never leaving the stage, a challenge requiring a lot of commit-
ment and even more energy, and none of them disappointed.

As noted earlier, the issue with these kinds of dramas is that the performances either 
create a strong, lasting production, or ham-fisted drivel devoid of any relatability, with

Review

Reviewed by Mikal Oltedal
Staff Writer 

little middle ground between them. 
Fortunately, this show delivered the former. I became wholeheartedly invested in 

the story in a way I only feel with exceptionally great media. The bare stage with only 
a chair and a couple of crates felt like the roads of South Carolina and the unnamed 
city in which the characters dwelled.

All in all, Home, which was co-sponsored by the African Studies and Theatre/
Dance Department, proved to be a great production with very strong and very versa-
tile performance aided by great direction from Bruce Edwin Jenkins. Home surpassed 
all my expectations and is truly where the heart is.

Celebrate our diversity at
NCC’s 

Multicultural 
Fair

Thursday, Feb. 16 
11:30 a.m.

College Center
Multipurpose Room
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    Greatest Duo in NFL History
Who could have foreseen the ending to Super Bowl 51? 
If you say you have, you should wear a nametag in bold letters that reads, “I’m a 

Liar.”
The New England Patriots came back from a 28-3 deficit to tie the Atlanta Falcons 

28-28 in the fourth quarter. Then in overtime they scored the game winning touchdown. 
Incredible. I feel as if I have seen the light at the end of a long tunnel. 
Tom Brady has proven himself to be the greatest quarterback of all time with his per-

formance in the fourth quarter and overtime in the biggest game of the year in football.
It was a compilation of expert plays and drives by Coach Bill Belichick, who kept his 
famous “poker face” throughout the whole game. 

Brady and Belichick proved once again why they are the best player-coach duo of 
all time in the NFL. 

Coming into Sunday’s big game, the New England Patriots were favored to win 
it all. The reason was because the Patriots’ superior defense that had been displayed 
throughout the season. 

But having a good defense rarely means anything, unless your team’s offense can 
reciprocate, and who better than Tom “Bad Boy” Brady to lead the PATS? 

Well, as it turned out, Brady and the PATS offense wasn’t reciprocating much as 
well as giving up 21 points in the first half . He was atrocious, throwing a pick-six and 
only getting three points in the first 30 minutes of the game. It felt like it was going to 
be no way that New England could come back to even tie the game. 

Matt Ryan and the Falcons looked as if they were clicking on all cylinders. The Fal-
cons’ offense looked flawless while their defense looked like the Seattle Seahawks of 
2014. Even in the 3rd quarter the Atlanta Falcons looked dominant, scoring yet another 

touchdown Bringing the score to a whopping 28-3 giving the Falcons 
a 25 point lead. 

Yet somehow, behind the leadership of Belichek and the golden arm 
of Brady, they came back to tie the game in the final quarter. They put 
up touchdown after touchdown, a field goal and two two-point conver-
sions, scoring 19 unanswered points. Brady’s performance and the play 
calling of Belichick were unparalleled. 

Somehow, facing a 28-3 hole, they were able to figure out a way to 
get their 5th championship together, making them the only player coach 
combination to do that in history.

Lowell Devon Pascall is a Vignette staff writer.

By Lowell Devon Pascall

Online Dating: 
     Not for Everyone, 
     but then again  . . . 

With our generation being largely associated with technology 
and social media, it’s more common to find love over the internet. 
Many apps such as “Tinder, EHarmony, and OKCupid” are de-
signed for the sole purpose of matching unlikely people together. 
This results in the two individuals socializing and finding chem-
istry. 

A big disadvantage in this day in age is that many individuals 
are socially awkward due to technology, which results in a down-
fall in relationships. Dating apps are a gateway from reality, which 
allows reassurance among the spectrum of romance.

My personal belief… life is too short not to give it a go! Sure, 
it may be weird or uncomfortable at first, but life is all about new 
encounters and experiences. Technology has formed new addic-
tions to social media, so online dating only makes sense in this day 
in age. These new experiences can allow new interactions among 
users on various mobile apps, which can allow for possible rela-
tionships to form. 

But at the same time, take precautions and be safe while using 
the mobile app!

And remember that online dating isn’t for everyone.
“From personal experience, I believe online dating is a safety 

hazard, “ says freshman Danelis Martinez. “My friends urged and 
pushed me to try ‘OKCupid.’ “Of course I was on the defense 
about it but life is too short to fight over it.  

“My initial reaction to the app gave me a sense of insecurity.  
It just made me feel so uncomfortable upon receiving a message. 
I prefer going out with friends and meeting face to face with sig-
nificant others. I did end up making a few friends during my short 
time with the app, but I personally am not a supporter.” 

Online dating isn’t for everyone, but allowing a chance for 
new encounters can allow a doorway to endless opportunities.

Brandon Hoyt is the features editor of the Vignette.

By Brandon Hoyt 
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by Joseph Reilly

 President Trump’s Inauguration Speech
Donald Trump’s inauguration speech epitomized the ignorance and hate that got him 

into office in the first place. 
A President’s inauguration speech is very important. It paves the way for what a 

President wishes to accomplish during their tenure. This is the first moment a president 
can speak on the issues they hope to tackle and how they will go about changing our 
country for the better. 

To say Donald Trump fell short of this goal is to put it lightly. He started by thank-
ing the Obamas for their help in this “peaceful transition.” As the President put it, “We 
are grateful to President Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama for their gracious aid 
throughout this transition. They have been magnificent. Thank you.” 

He then proceeded to spend more time bashing the previous administration than 
explaining his own policies or plans for the future. However, what is the first thing 
every president should do at the beginning of their 
inauguration speech? Well, quote the villain Bayne 
from Batman, of course: “We give it back to you 
the people,” said both Donald Trump and Bayne 
from Batman Rises.  

I don’t know about anyone else, but it’s hard for 
me to take anything this man says seriously after 
starting his speech quoting a super villain.

After President Trump had finished quoting the 
Legion of Doom, he then began to hone in on is-
sues he wished to tackle while in the White House: 
“Mothers and children trapped in poverty in our inner cities, rusted out factories scat-
tered like tombstones across the landscape of our nation, an education system flush with 
cash, but which leaves our young and beautiful students deprived of all knowledge, and 
the crime and the gangs and the drugs that have stolen too many lives and robbed our 
country of so much unrealized potential. This American carnage stops right here and 
stops right now,” he said. 

However, he failed to present any solutions or plans to fix any of these issues. In-

stead of presenting any tangible answers to these problems, he spent most of his speech 
highlighting things the previous administration had failed to do. 

President Trump obviously likes to use the word “we” when referring to the failures 
of the Obama administration: “We’ve defended other nations’ borders, while refusing 
to defend our own, and spent trillions and trillions of dollars overseas, while America’s 
infrastructure has fallen into disrepair and decay. We’ve made other countries rich while 
the wealth, strength and confidence of our country has dissipated over the horizon. One 
by one, the factories shuttered and left our shores with not even a thought about the mil-
lions and millions of American workers that were left behind. The wealth of our middle 
class has been ripped from their homes and then redistributed all across the world.”

One of the most interesting quotes from the entire speech was when President Trump 
said, “America will start winning again. Winning like never before.” 

Winning? This struck me as a very powerful 
quote. By using the word winning it seems as if 
he is implying this is all a big game. Life, the 
world, people’s suffering—they’re all one big 
game and as long as America wins, forget every-
one else. 

This ethnocentrism is what has gotten the 
United States into so much trouble to begin with, 
and I find it frightening to hear a President talk 
this way. Donald Trump preached of unity in his 
speech; however, the message he sent was not 

one of unity but of further divide. At this point all we can do is wait and see what his 
Presidency will bring. However, if this speech and his choices for cabinet are any sign 
for the future, I am not very optimistic. 

Joseph Reilly is an NCC student.

. . . as long as America wins, 
forget everyone else.

What is Your Five-Year Plan? 
As the semester begins, it is time to start a new aca-

demic year for students and professors alike. Lets make 
this year different. Instead of just going to class, let’s 
think long term and plan out our future.

When thinking about your future and being success-
ful, the one word that stands out for me is PASSION. 
Those who are most successful at school and in their 
careers have an inner drive and motivation to do some-
thing. They have a passion for what they do and just keep 
going.

These people do not need to be pushed or told what 
to do. They love what they do and love going to work 
each day. For these people, they wake up Monday morn-
ing, excited and ready to go to pursue their passion. Bill 
Gates and Steve Jobs could have retired at an early age 
with all the financial resources they had accumulated. 
They did not do that because they loved what they did 
each day and loved the challenges they faced.

This is the key for you. Find what your passion is, 
pursue it and turn it into a career. Do something that you 
love! You have probably listened to people say they do 
not care for their jobs. When I hear someone say this, I 
simply respond by saying, “Find a new job.” Why do you 
spend 20, 30 or 40 years doing something that you do not 
enjoy? Life is too short.

Listen to your inner self, which is your intuition. 
Your intuition is usually right. On a personal level, while 
in college, my intuition kept telling be to be a college 
professor. I worked as a financial advisor for many years 
but ended up becoming a college professor. My intuition 
was right.

I recently completed the autobiography written by 

Phil Knight, the founder of Nike. Knight was a runner in 
college who loved the sport. While working on his MBA 
at Stanford University, he wrote his dissertation about 
importing running shoes from Japan. At the time, Japan 
was the low cost producer of running shoes.

Knight worked as an accountant for many years, but 
it was a job. He loved running, the challenge of design-
ing better running shoes and the challenge of having his 
own business. Being an accountant for him was a job to 
pay the bills. Knight changed his career, pursued his pas-
sion and you know the rest of the story.

The one piece of advice that Knight has given to peo-
ple for years is, DON’T STOP. Find out what you love to 
do, have a passion for and keep doing it. DON’T STOP 
doing this one thing. This is your career and you can see 
how it worked for him.

Let’s get on the path to fulfilling your passion and 
being successful in your five-year plan. Write down a list 
of things you enjoy doing. Take a course in one of these 
areas, read about this, talk to people in the field, secure 
an internship or get a part time job in this chosen field.

As an example, let’s look at the field of being a finan-
cial advisor with one of the major brokerage firms. The 
path I would look at is to take some courses in invest-
ments or finance. Read the Wall Street Journal on a daily 
basis to learn about the markets. Set up an internship 
through your college with one of the local financial ser-
vices firms to get hands on experience. Continue to build 
your resume by then getting a part time job in the field.

Once you get started with the internship or part time 
job in your field, try to find a mentor. This is someone 
you can reach out to, ask questions of and learn more 
about the field. You may have to ask around but there are 

always people willing to help others. While working at 
Merrill Lynch many years ago, I was very fortunate to 
have a senior person take me under his wing and help me 
as my mentor. His help made me a better financial advi-
sor and helped in my career.

You will also need to always network and talk to 
people. Most people have obtained a job along the way 
because they knew someone. Don’t be shy because an-
other person is always trying to get that job.

Planning is very important to achieving success. Take 
a few minutes to think about and write down your five-
year plan so you will be a SUCCESS!

John DeSpagna is a professor in NCC’s Accounting 
and Business Administration Department.
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