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   As a result of economic strain, 
colleges around the country, including 
FM, have had to raise tuition. 
   “I think everybody 
expects that  costs 
i n c r e a s e , ”  s a i d 
President Swanger, 
in response to FM’s 
recent tuition raise.
   Swanger went on to 
say that he usually tries 
to raise costs in small 
increments around
$50-70, unlike the 
$300 increase FM 
h a d  t h i s  y e a r 
which according 
to Swanger was, 
“much higher than 
I would have liked 
to have seen, but 
necessary given the lack of state 
support that we’ve been seeing over 
the last couple years.”
   Community college tuition is 
supposed to receive a third of 
the funding from the state, the 

counties, and the students. Due 
to disproportionate funding, the 
dynamic has shifted in a way that 
the student now fosters 45% of the 

costs instead of the 
original
33%.
   Many colleges have 
been affected by 
economic troubles, 
some experiencing 
a r o u n d  a  3 - 4 % 
increase in their 
tuition.
   With schools like 
P e n n  S t a t e  a n d 

J o h n  H o p k i n s 
e x p e r i e n c i n g 
m a j o r  t u i t i o n 
raises, some up to 
$700 in difference, 

it’s expected that smaller schools 
would also be affected. Swanger also 
spoke about how classrooms have 
evolved, and classes are expected 
to utilize multimedia technology, 
raising the cost of attending classes.
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Tuition Rising at FM
 By: Jeanne Winton By: Austin Comstock

The Communications Club 
meets every Wednesday 
during common hour in 

room N009. Come show us 
your talent!

By: Elizabeth Anderson
America Says “You’re Hired” to Donald Trump

student Jacob Cerasuolo said, “The 
president is more of a spokesperson 
t h a n  a n y t h i n g .  C o n g r e s s 
does a majority of the work.”
   However, despite the unexpected 

results of the 
race and the 
victory of the 
u n p o p u l a r 
candida te , 
S e c r e t a r y 
C l i n t o n 
r e m a i n e d 
c a l m  a n d 
professional. 
Mid-election 
C l i n t o n 
t w e e t e d , 

“This team 
has so much 

to be proud of. Whatever happens 
tonight, thank you for everything.”
   Several hours later, as Trump 
neared 270 electoral votes, Chairman 
of Clinton’s presidential campaign 

John Podesta announced that Clinton 
would not give a speech that night. 
   “We are so proud of you and 
so proud of her. She has always 
been  wi th  you… you’ re  in 
all of our hearts,” said Podesta.
   Within the same hour, Trump 
overcame the  270  e lec tora l 
votes to win the presidency. 
   The former Celebrity Apprentice 
host entered the stage to deliver his 
victory speech around 3 a.m. Trump 
announced that he had just received 
a phone call from Secretary Clinton 
congratulating him on his victory. 
    In his speech Trump told the 
American people, “Ours was not 
a campaign, but an incredible and 
great movement… It is time for us to 
come together as one united people.” 
   Trump also congratulated Clinton 
for her  hard work and dedication. 
   Trump wi l l  be  the  45 th 
President of the United States, 
taking office on January 20.

     Sending shockwaves across America, 
Donald Trump won the presidential 
election on Tuesday, November 8.
   In nail-biting suspense, the two 
presidential candidates were head-
to-head in a close race. Within the 
last two hours, Trump took the 
lead winning 287 of the electoral 
votes, but losing the popular vote.  
America has not seen a race so 
close since Al Gore and George 
Bush in the 2000 election and the 
results are stunning to people across 
the nation, even FM students who 
have chosen their own positions 
within the political spectrum.
   “I’m a republican and I agree 
with Trump on most economic 
standpoints, but before a republican, 
I am a human and I couldn’t live 
with myself if I had a say in Donald 
Trump leading our country,” said 
Trevor Sweet, a freshman at FM. 
Sweet also added, “I honestly 
believe Hillary would have done 

well as president. I voted for her 
because of her, not because I think 
she is the lesser of two evils.”
   Trump even faced opposition 
from some of his fellow republican 
politicians. 
Days before 
the election, 
Gove rno r 
o f  O h i o , 
John Kasich 
stated, “It 
i s  v e r y 
u n l i k e l y 
I vote for 
D o n a l d 
T r u m p . ” 
K a s i c h 
later revealed 
that he did a 
write-in, voting for John McCain. 
   Conversely, some students believe 
the system of checks and balances 
will make it difficult for Trump to take 
America in the wrong direction. FM 

Humans of FM: Victoria 
“Vee” Baez-Castillo

   “I read fan fiction and I was 
reading this one story where a 
character was gender fluid and I 
really identified with them. So I 
did some research and found that I 
wasn’t alone about how I felt about 
my gender. I realized that wanting 
to dress boyish and be perceived 
as male sometimes wasn’t weird 
because I don’t fit the gender binary.
   Sometimes I would be annoyed 
when people would use she/her 
pronouns. I would feel gender 
dysphoria one moment but feel glad 

I was female the next. The reason I 
go with the name “Vee” is because 
it sounds gender neutral.
   Sometimes when I dressed 
masculine and my hair was short, 
a lot of people would accept me as 
a guy. It was funny because people 
would start to talk to me and get 
confused and try to figure out if I 
was a boy or girl. I remember when 
I was feeling really dysphoric and 
wanted to stop being perceived 
as a girl and I made a post about 
cutting my hair off on Facebook 
and everyone was super supportive 
of it.”
     

Photo of Donald Trump, the 45th president 
of the United States, courtesy of salon.com

Photo by Victoria Baez-Castillo 
of  Courtney Mahoney and 
Heather Restuccia at the Bursar’s 
Office
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    On Friday November 4, the Miss 
Fulton County/ Miss Montgomery 
County Scholarship Pageant graced 
FM with its presence looking for 
fresh recruits.
   The 2017 Miss Fulton County 
Scholarship Pageant will be on 
January 14, 2017 at 7 p.m. at 
Gloversville Middle School. This 
year, for the first time in its 48 
year history, the pageant will also 
be crowning a Miss Montgomery 
County. Applications are due on 
Dec. 1. Women ages 17-24 can 

compete. 
   The contest consists of five 
phases. It begins with a 10 minute 
interview, followed by an onstage 
q u e s t i o n ,  t h e n  c o nt e s t a nt s 
showcase their various talents 
followed by an evening wear and 
swim wear display to end the night.
   Representing the pageant at FM 
was Miss Fulton County Lexi Swat.
   Swat began her pageant career 
at the seven years old and she was 
crowned Miss Fulton County in 
January last year. Including Miss 
Fulton County she has won 10 
pageant titles. 
   Off the stage Swat is now a 
post graduate communications 
major now interning for the 
Bleacher Report, a reputable sports 
journalism organization.
   She said, “I use my past as a 
student at FM and my continued 
participation through the Miss 
America Organization to grow and 
succeed not only as a professional 
but as a human.”

Miss Fulton County Visits FM

   On Nov. 8, women took to the 
streets to thank the suffragettes 
of the early 1900’s for fighting 
f o r  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  v o t e  o n 
Elec t ion  Day.
   T h e  y e a r 
1 9 2 0  w a s  a n 
iconic year for 
women. It was 
the year women 
w e r e  g r a n t e d 
the equal right 
t o  v o t e ,  a l l 
t hanks  t o  t he 
m a n y  w o m e n 
who protested 
a n d  w o r k e d 
t i r e l e s s l y  t o 
earn that right. 
   On Election 
Day women nationwide thought 
i t  was only proper  to  thank 
t h e s e  w o m e n  b y  p l a c i n g 
the i r  “ I  Vo ted”  s t i cke r s  on 
their markers, or tombstones. 
Flowers and signs were placed 
at such graves, and thousands 
of people came to pay homage. 
   E l i zabe th  Cady  S tan ton , 
the “brains” of the women’s 
suffrage movement, lived right in 
Johnstown where the Berkshire 
bank  i s  now loca ted .  Many 

Paying Homage to 
Suffragettes on Election Day

       
By: Austin Comstock

By: Imran Suhail

    

Photo by Imran Suhail of Lexi 
Swat, Miss Fulton County

Below Zero!
By: Keyshea Mackey

   The below-zero weather in 
upstate New York can come as a 
surprise for FM students from out 
of the area or out of the country. 
   Dasha Stubbs, a freshman at 
FM said, “I am not ready for this 
weather. In the city it never goes 
below zero.”
   This kind of weather is a normal 
thing for local students and staff 
memb ers  l i ke ,  Nicoy  Pus e y, 
Associate Director of Res. Life 
and Housing. 
   “Students need to get their proper 
winter apparel as the temperature 
decreases. The most important 
thing is to stay warm so you can 
still make it to ALL of your classes!” 
said Pusey. 
       Chad Foster, a sophomore 
at FM, has tips for cold weather. 
Foster said, “There is no such thing 
as too much layers. Bundle up! It’s 
no joke out here in the winter! Get 
prepared!”

By: McKenna Palczak

stickers were placed on the history 
marker  outside of  the bank. 
  Many women a lso  v is i ted 
Susan B. Anthony’s grave-site in 

Massachusetts. 
   S u s a n  B . 
An thony  was 
c a l l e d  t h e 
“face”  of  the 
women’s rights 
o p e r a t i o n . 
A n t h o n y 
a n d  S t a n t o n 
b e c a m e  t h e 
best of friends 
after meeting at 

an anti-slavery 
conven t ion  in 
Europe .  Af te r 
t h e i r  m e e t i n g 

they  were  bes t  f r i ends  and 
partners in crime in pushing 
fo r  women’s  r i gh t  t o  vo te . 
   Although Hilary Clinton did 
not win the election, it is a win in 
the hearts of many that a woman 
could be a presidential candidate. 
This  was also a win for  the 
suffragettes and their movement,   
and shows our country that we 
have come so far since 1920, 
and we continue to progress. 

Photo of McKenna Palczak paying 
homage to Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
at her birthplace in Johnstown, NY.

Humans of 
FM: Hannah 
Goldstein

    “Since my freshman year at FM in 
2014 I have been in a car accident 
that left me in chronic pain, found 
out that I had Lyme disease and 
been diagnosed with fibromyalgia.
   It’s hard to explain to someone 
who’s never experienced it how 
hard living with chronic pain and 
fatigue really is. Before I was faced 
with this unfortunate reality I 
dreamt of becoming a professional 
dancer, now not only can I not 
dance, but I struggle with everyday 
activities that most people would 
never think twice about. Despite 
how hard living with an invisible 
illness is mentally, physically, and 
emotionally, I am proud to say 
that I have not given up on college 
and that I will be graduating in 
December from FM!
   This continuous experience in 
my life has taught me so many 
things over the last two and a 
half years- I have been given a 
new perspective and learned how 
important balance is. I’ve learned 
to find joy and victory in the little 
things and to hold onto those 
feelings. It’s amazing to me how 
much of a difference small, positive 
interactions can make-to everyone, 
but especially those of us going 
through a hard time.
   Also, I have time after time 
underestimated myself and my 
will power only to surprise myself 
with how much I can handle and 
how well I handle it. Although 
most people aren’t dealing with 
invisible illnesses or chronic pain, I 
think a lot of the things I’ve learned 
from my health issues could apply 
directly to college students. We tend 
to let ourselves get so overwhelmed 
or stressed out and while school is 
very important, the most important 
thing is your health and wellbeing, 
mental or physical, so remember to 
be gentle with yourselves and try to 
put things in perspective!”
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SPORTS

By: Austin Comstock

Does Being an Athlete 
Affect Your GPA?
   Sports are an important aspect 
of the college experience for some 
students but it can also influence 
their GPA. 
   Sports require a lot of time and 
e f f o r t  f r o m 
athletes that a 
college student 
m i g h t  n o t 
always have. 
Over the past 
10 semesters 
student athletes 
o n  a v e r a g e 
have  a  2 .38 
GPA while the 
average GPA 
of all students is 
2.44.
   Hand l i ng 
school and a sports can be difficult, 
according to Yauza Arauz, who 
said, “It’s hard to find the balance. 
Sometimes it takes a while to 
balance both schedules and deal 
with homework.” 
   According to Arauz, student 
athletes may even value the sport 
over their school work. “I tend to 

find the sport more important. It’s 
the love I have for the game, but in 
the back of my heart I know school is 
first,” said Arauz. 
   The average GPA for athletes hasn’t 

a lways been 
lower.  From 
t h e  s p r i n g 
s emester  in 
2014 to  the 
fall semester 
in 2015 their 
average was 
a c t u a l l y 
h ig her.  The 
sport may take 
away potential 

studying time 
but it also gives 
a person many 

peers who are willing to help. 
   Ashely Garcia said, “I feel like my 
team was very supportive; we still 
have study dates and encourage each 
other.”
    Garcia added, “As [a] student athlete 
it needs to be understood that the 
student comes first and the athlete 
comes second.”
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By: Marissa Nellis

Meet Rylie “The Shooter” Smith
   Basketball has always been 
a passion of Rylie Smith’s, but 
juggling her athletic career, school 
life, a job, and a young daughter is 
a lot of hard work.
   “Basketball was really my first 
love,” said Smith, FM’s current 
shoot ing guard on the g ir l’s 
basketball team, “but trying to 
find that balance between taking 
care of [my daughter] Raegan and 
going to school is challenging.”
   Smith says Raegan is always at 
all of her home games. “The team 
loves her. She’s always showing 
them her baby dolls.” 
   However, with away games, 
Smith doesn’t always get to see 
her daughter. “Practices are easy 
‘cause I’ll be home around 5, but 
whenever I have an away game, 
I don’t really get to see her. She’s 
usually sleeping by the time I get 
home.”
   Smith is a starter for the girl’s 
basketball team and has been 
nicknamed “The Shooter” because 
“she’s always shooting three’s,” 
according to her teammates. 

According to the FM Raiders 
Athletics website, Smith averages 
about 11 points per game and 
averages about 6 rebounds per 
game. She also has a 34.2 three-
point percentage. These stats are 
all from last season. However, 
they’re sure to change as the Lady 
Raiders’ new season is just getting 
underway.
   Beyond FM, Smith wants to 
pursue a degree in Radiology to 
become an ultrasound technician. 
She originally wanted to be a 

Physical Education teacher, but has 
since changed her mind. “I always 
liked the idea of running around 
and playing games and stuff, but 
when thinking about Raegan, I 
want to do something that’ll help 
me take care of her.” 
   She says she got the idea to 
become an ultrasound technician 
when she watched her sister get an 
ultrasound done. “I talked with the 
woman [who gave the ultrasound] 
after we were finished and she kind 
of inspired me. She told me about 
how she went to school for it and 
said it was a really good thing to 
get into. She told me she loves it 
and I realized that I would love it 
too because I love babies.”
   As for continuing her basketball 
career, Smith is still not sure what 
she wants to do. “I’m still thinking 
about it, but coach [Kevin Jones] 
keeps pushing me to do it. He’s 
suggested a few colleges like Sage 
and SUNY IT, but I’m still not 
sure if I want to continue.” Either 
way, “The Shooter” says that her 
daughter will always come first.

Photo by Marissa Nellis of Rylie 
“The Shooter” Smith playing 
with her daughter, Raegan

FM Soccer in 
NJCAA Regionals
By: Taz Taylor

   Just when the FM soccer team 
thought their season was over, 
NJCAA Region 3 made the call and 
told the team that they qualified for 
the regional tournament.  
   FM was named as the eighth and 
final team going into regionals.  
“I was excited to be a part of the 
regional tournament.  I wish we 
knew sooner, but I think taking a 
short break helped us in the long 
run,” said Coach Cory Leggiero.
   FM finished the regular season 
6-7-1, and standing in their way 
was top ranked Herkimer County 
Community College.  The team had 
already played Herkimer during the 
season at home, losing that game 6-1.  
For the regionals game,  they would 
travel to Herkimer and play them 
on October 26 at Wehrum Stadium.  
With a win they would travel to 
Tompkins Cortland Community 
College and play in the Region 3 
championship game.
   FM scored first with a goal from 
Justin Estremera in the 13th minute.  
Jack Albertin was credited with the 
assist.  The lead would last about 17 
minutes as Herkimer tied the game 
in the 30th minute and scored two 
more goals after that, defeating the 
Raiders 3-1.
   Coach Leggiero said that the 
team played well against Herkimer.  
“There is something about Herkimer 
that makes us play a little better,” 
he said. 
   The FM Raiders finished the 
season with six wins, eight losses, 
and one tie.  Leggiero is proud of 
the commitment and dedication that 
the team had during the course of 
the season.  
   “As much credit people like to 
give me with the turnaround of this 
team, it is really the players.  They 
are the ones out there during matches 
giving their all…This year we had 
great people, with a great process 
that produced a great product,” 
concluded Leggiero. 

All “Fore” Golf
By: Jennifer Tran

  According to Kevin Jones, FM’s 
Athletic Director, FM has a three-
year plan to add new sports to the 
athletic program, and golf is one of 
them.
   Rich Scott, the Golf coach, said 
the new golf team is fairly small, 
with only two solid players, Alex 
Bond and Cameron DeRocker. He is 
looking forward to forming a team 
with around five players.
   Jones said, “With golf, I’m really 
excited because Rich [Scott] is a 
great teacher of the game. He owns 
a court right here by the school. I 
think he’s going to be a great coach.”
   Practice will take place over the 
winter until the season begins on 
April 1, 2017. Players bring their 
own equipment, but the team will 
try its best to cover others if needed.
   Scott urges students who are 
interested to contact him or Kevin 
Jones as soon as possible.
   Scott added, “Golf is a lifetime sport, 
and FM is giving this opportunity to 
both men and women on campus. 
I’ll do everything I can to make 
them become better players, and the 
college will also help to make them 
better students.” 

Graph by Austin Comstock of average 
GPA of students vs. student athletes over 
time

Photo by Taz Taylor of the FM 
Raiders in a huddle on game day
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Jack Reacher: 
Never Go Back
   Tom Cruise’s second outing as the 
title character, Jack Reacher, fails in 
bringing another engaging story like 
the first. This film falls right into the 
trappings of Hollywood storytelling 
that calls for action-over-story and 
produces a movie that’ll be forgotten 
in less than a year. Don’t waste your 
time on this one. Just skip it.

Arrival
                    ½
   Arrival is a smart, thoughtful, 
compassionate sci-fi tale that explores 
both the tension involved with alien 
contact and what it means to be 
human. Where Amy Adams delivers 
a subtle, yet heartfelt performance, 
Denis Villeneuve (the director) 
excels in creating a beautiful film, 
both visually and emotionally. This 
film will most definitely be among 
my favorites of the year.

Doctor Strange

   While the newest Marvel film 
boasts stunning visuals and a 
good performance from Benedict 
Cumberbatch, it fell short in utilizing 
an equally good supporting cast. The 
story is good, but not among the best 
that Marvel has produced. One thing 
that’s hard to get over is the obvious 
and unjustified whitewashing of 
characters. Marvel failed in that 
aspect and it leaves a bitter taste.

Movie Reviews By: Marissa Nellis

‘Incredibles 2’ Gets a New Release Date
   “The Incredibles 2” is coming to 
theaters sooner than we thought as 
the sequel and the upcoming “Toy 
Story 4” will be switching release 
dates.
   According to a Disney/Pixar 
statement, Brad Bird, the writer and 
director, and his team have been 
working with lightning speed on the 
new movie. The film will now arrive 
in June 2018 instead of the original 
June 2019 release date. “Toy Story 
4” will now fill the vacated 2019 slot.
   Brad Bird said in a statement, 
“The one thing that you don’t have 

in this movie that you had in the 
first one, is that you don’t have the 
family discovering, or rather, the 
kids discovering their powers. So 
you have to move the story ahead 
and say, ‘What else can you do?’”
   Samuel L. Jackson, who voiced the 
popular character Frozone in the first 
film, has also made a confirmation 
regarding the sequel, saying that he’s 
been talking with Bird and has plans 
to reprise his role in the new movie.
   Official confirmations and details 
regarding the film have been slim at 
best as both Pixar and Bird have been 
pretty hush-hush since the movie 
was announced in 2014. 

   One fan theory among many is 
that the main villain will be one of 
the Incredible/Parr family members. 
The most popular speculation has 
been that the youngest child, Jack-
Jack, will be the villain. Jack-
Jack has a multitude of extremely 
powerful superpowers, causing fans 
to go crazy about this theory because 
among the Parr family he would thus 
be the most powerful villain.
      These theories are of course just 
speculation. One thing we can rely 
on is that more information is sure 
to come out in the coming months 
as the new release date draws near.

*Based on a 1 to 5-star scale

FOLLOW US:

By: Marissa Nellis

Movie Review: 
Hacksaw Ridge
By: Scott Robinson

    Hacksaw Ridge tells the true, 
inspirat ional  s tory of  World 
War 2 veteran Desmond Doss, a 
conscientious objector who saved 
the lives of 75 men during the battle 
of Okinawa. 
     Doss, a member of the Seventh-
Day Adventist Church, is against 
killing and refuses to touch a gun. 
Staying true to his convictions, 
Doss rushes courageously into the 
bloodbath of Okinawa with nothing 
but his medical equipment at his 
side and a Bible tucked in his chest 
pocket.   
   The movie illustrates the battle of 
Okinawa in gruesome detail. The 
violent, suffocating, and deafening 
war scenes are skillfully shot and 
executed to present a very realistic 
view of war. 
   Desmond Doss is played by 
Andrew Garfield whose likable, 
innocent, and quirky charisma paired 
with a southern twang make for 
an extremely engaging character. 
Garfield’s emotion-filled acting 
successfully draws us in, allowing us 
to vividly experience each emotion 
along with his character. 

    Hacksaw Ridge is a 
powerful and inspirational 
movie about a man who 
held fast to his personal 
convictions and faith in 
God even when tested by 
the fires of war.
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3
APPLY 

ONLINE
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YOUR 
CREDITS 

Get MORE from your college experience.
MORE Choices 60 undergraduate programs on 2 campuses 

25 graduate programs at 3 graduate schools 
17 linked and accelerated programs

MORE Personal Attention 12:1 student-to faculty ratio 
Average class size of 18 
Caring, accessible faculty

MORE Opportunities Internship placements for every student 
60+ clubs and organizations 
2 art galleries and 2 theatres on campus 
15 NCAA Division III sports teams

MORE Results 99% of graduates surveyed have jobs within 6 
months or are continuing their education

Coming to 
Theaters in 
December...
December 2
 - Jackie [R]

December 9
 - Nocturnal Animals 
[R]
 - Office Christmas Party 
[N/A]

December 16
 - La La Land [PG-13]
 - Rogue One: A Star 
Wars Story [PG-13]

December 21 & 25
 - Passengers [PG-13]
 - Sing [PG]
 - Gold [R]
 - Fences [R]


