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        Statement from 
NCC President Dr. W. Hubert Keen
In light of the incidents reported by media outlets today, I 

want to assure you of NCC’s commitment to your safety on 
campus.

Nassau Community College is an institution which fosters 
a safe environment for all, and values equality and respect for 
all of its students, faculty, staff and visitors. We have zero tol-
erance for any and all kinds of hate speech. The discovery of 
swastikas on our large, open campus is unacceptable and will 
not be tolerated. While it is unclear whether the graffiti crime 
was committed by trespassers or not, the institution will take 
all steps necessary to ensure that the perpetrators are pros-
ecuted to the fullest extent of the law, and that Nassau Com-
munity College remains a safe haven for all students, faculty, 
staff and visitors.

Hate Strikes NCC
Swastikas and ‘Heil Hitler’ references  found in campus men’s rooms and stairwell

An outbreak of anti-Semitic graffiti at NCC has put the 
campus on edge and drawn responses from students, faculty, 
and administrators.

Since mid October, swastikas and references to Adolph Hit-
ler have been scrawled on the walls of men’s bathrooms and 
one campus building stairwell on at least six occasions.  

The first incident occurred on October 15, according to 
Newsday, when three green swastikas were found in a second 
floor men’s bathroom in the E building.

Thirteen days later, on October 28, an anti-Semitic remark 
and two swastikas were spotted on the wall of a men’s bath-
room in the D Cluster building.

The next day, a member of the Public Safety office found 
multiple swastikas drawn on the urinals and walls of the first 
two floors of the men’s bathroom in the E Cluster Building.

More recently, in December, swastikas and “Heil Hitler” 
references appeared in men’s bathrooms in a stairwell in Clus-
ters A and B.

Swastikas, used by the Nazis, symbolizes the millions of 
people that had been killed during the Holocaust.  

So, with the dark history behind this one symbol, college 
officials are taking this matter very seriously as they work 
alongside Nassau County Police officials to find those respon-
sible for this crime.

“We have zero tolerance for any and all kinds of hate 
speech,” said NCC President W. Hubert Keen in a statement 
on NCC’s Facebook page.  “The discovery of swastikas on our 
large, open campus is unacceptable and will not be tolerated.”  
[See full text of Keen’s statement]

The Nassau Community College Federation of Teachers, 
which represents NCC’s full-time faculty, also issued a state-
ment.  It read, in part, “We cannot ignore the fact that whoever 
drew these swastikas did so in the context of what appears to be 
a national, post-election increase in bias incidents against not 
only Jews, but also Muslims, African Americans,  and people 
of color in general, women, LGBTQ, and immigrants.”

The NCCFT statement also said, “. . . the hateful message 
of those swastikas reminds us how important it is to make re-
spect for difference and diversity a proactive, affirmative part 
of the work we do here.” 

In a press conference held in Mineola, Nassau County Po-
lice Det. Lt. Richard Lebrun stated that the “individual who did 
this is absolutely misguided,” but he (LeBrun) did not think 
that this past election had anything to do with these recent hate 
crimes, noting that there is not any “evidence of a surge in hate 
crimes since Republican Donald Trump was elected president.”

He continued by saying that “while we may have had a cou-
ple of incidents after the election, we don’t see a tremendous 
spike,” according to Newsday.

Lebrun pointed out “bias crimes are down countywide in 
2016 compared with 2015, when 62 incidents were reported- 
35 involving graffiti. So far this year, there have been 49 bias 
incidents, 33 of them involving graffiti.”

Students interviewed on campus expressed surprise and disappointment 
about the incidents.

“I don’t know If I’d say I was surprised, I’m more disappointed than 
anything else,” said Landon Cooper. “I’m disappointed. Although it does not 
have any personal effect on me, I think that it is disrespectful to people of all 
kinds, regardless of their race.”

Several students thought the anti-Semitic graffiti was the result of the 
election.  Some saw that the election of Donald Trump as having everything 
to do with people attacking others because of their race and religion. 

“Definitely the election played a role,” said Arianna Simmons.
Nicole Lichtman also saw the actions “probably [having] has to do with 

the election.” 
“I think that it’s ridiculous that the people that did this think that they 

could do something like this and get away with it,” she said.
Kevin Duggan, NYPIRG’s project coordinator and a graduate of Nassau, 

said he thought the election “had really  empowered people to feel like their 
hate is normalized and . . . that it’s appropriate to hate people in that way.”

He added, “I am horrified, as an alum of NCC and someone who works 
to better this school and get the student body involved in working together…
This only means that we just need to keep fighting.”

At the December 13 Board of Trustees meeting, two faculty, Evelyn De-
luty, a member of the Philosophy Department, and Sally Drucker, a member 
of the English Department, expressed concern about the incidents.  

Deluty, president of the Academic Senate, asked about the school’s si-
lence about the incidents.  

“ I can’t fathom why a series of hate crimes  that began two months ago 
hadn’t been made public. Why did we hear about these incidents through 
external media sources?” she asked.  

Not addressing these issues when they first occur, goes against the Query 
Act of Federal Law Statutes, she noted, which mandates that “the statistics 
of have crimes be compiled and made public on an annual basis.”

 She went on to say that colleges should make this information public 
when these crimes first arise not just because external media sources want 
them, but because  it can help prevent a series of other similar crimes from 
occurring. 

Katherine Frame also contributed to this story.
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                    Events
Save the date! The spring 2017 Activities Fair will 

take place on Tuesdau, Jan. 31 at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in 
thePhysical Education Complex.  If you didn’t get involved 
this fall, the Activities Fair will be your opportunity to 
learn about clubs, meet club representatives, and check out 
campus life firsthand.  Don’t miss it.

Is there any hope for peace in the Middle East?   
What can the world do about its refugee crisis? Will 
America ever come to its senses about guns and gun vio-
lence?  If you have a thought about these or any other 
issues (including life at NCC), send it to Vignette’s Opin-
ions section.  Opinions is seeking essays of 250-750 words 
from the campus community for fall 2016 issues.  Send sub-
missions to OPINIONS, Vignette, College Center, Rm. 347 
or email them to NCCVignette@gmail.com (subject line: 
OPINIONS).  Remember to include your name and tele-
phone number.  

Is there a reporter in the house? How about a reviewer 
or photographer or a thoughtful columnist?  The Vignette, 
NCC’s student newspaper,  is seeking reporters, review-
ers, photographers, and other staff members for spring 
2017.  No experience is necessary, though interest, enthusi-
asm, and idealism will help.  The Vignette meets on Tues-
days at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in its office in Room 347 of 
the College Center. Stop by! 

Like music?  Check out P.O.P. Records, which is 
seeking musicians, songwriters, singers, rappers, and other 
performers.  Meetings are on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
club hour (11:30 a.m.) in the College Union, Rm. 300.  For 
information about upcoming meetings, see Prof. Richard 
Ceballo, in the College Center, Rm. 150. 

Care about clean air, clean drinking water, consumer 
rights, voter registration, and other issues related to the 
quality of life in America and the world? Get involved 
with the NCC chapter of NYPIRG (New York Public In-
terest Research Group), which works on all of these issues 
and more.  Call (516) 222-0086 for more information.  

If you like planning campus events, NCC’s 
Programming Board wants to meet you!  The club meets 
on Tuesdays at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in the College Center, 
Rm. 343.  All are welcome.  Inquire about positions in the 
organization.

The Student Organization of Latinos (SOL) meets 
every Thursday at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in Building G, 
Rm. 243.  The club sponsors field trips, sponsors an annual 
scholarship, promotes Hispanic cultural awareness, and 
more. New members are always welcome.  For information 
about upcoming events, text @ccb322 to 81010.    

Want to unwind and have some fun?  Try the student 
lounge (College Union, second floor).  The lounge features 
pool, ping-pong, and other games. For more information, 
visit the lounge or call 572-0682.

Ready to get in shape?  Ready to sweat a lot? 
Take part in this fall’s well-being programs at NCC: 
Zumba Fitness (Tuesday and Thursday, noon; P-120; and 
Thursday, 5 p.m. in P-117); Yoga (Tues. and Thurs., noon; 
P-120); and Fitness at 5 (Wednesday, 5 p.m.; P-117).  Bring 
a water bottle and towel and dress to work out.  For more 
information, call 572-7684, ext. 26602. 

NCC’s Career Center holds walk-in hours every 
Thursday from 9:30-11 a.m.  in Nassau Hall, Rm. 14.  If you 
have a career question, need some career advice, or want to 
learn more about the Center’s resources, stop by.   

NCC’s Student Government Association meets 
every Monday at 4 p.m. in the College Center, Rms, 252-
253.  All are welcome.  

NCC has your back! Mentors are waiting to talk 
with you and to answer your questions about  classes, 
financial aid, time management, areas of study and anything 
else related to life at NCC.  To sign up for a mentor, go to 
ncc.edu/mentoringprogram.  Questions? Email mentoring@
ncc.edu  

Did you know that student veterans at NCC have their 
own center? The Student Veterans Center, located in the 
Tower, Plaza level, is open daily (Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.). 
The Center offers veteran benefits workshops, leadership 
opportunities, and opportunities to meet other veterans.  

Stop by and see what the Center is all about.  
The Intervarsity Christian Fellowship invites the 

NCC campus to its meetings on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
club hour (11:30 a.m.) in the College Union, Rm. 302. 

PeaceWork, a student club devoted to exploring 
alternatives to violence, invites the student body to join the 
group and be an advocate for peace.  The club meets every 
Thursday at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in G-375.

Amnesty International, a student group devoted to 
understanding and raising  awareness about human rights 
issues, meets on Tuesdays at club hour (11:30 a.m.) in 
G-375.    

The next Evening Activity Hour will take place on 
Tuesday, Feb. 14.  For a list of scheduled activities, please 
call the Office of Student Activities at 572-7148.  

      Academic Information
     Emergency school closings will be announced over 
the following radio stations: AM: Walk 1370; WOR 1010; 
WCBS 880; WHLI 1100; and    WINS 1010. FM: WALK 
97.5; WBAB 102.3; WBLI 106.1; B103.1; KJOY 98.3; 
LOVE 96.1; WMJC 94.3; WRCN 103.9; and WHPC 90.3.  
School closings will also be announced on News 12 Long 
Island and channels 2 and 4. They will be posted, as well, 
on the NCC website, www.ncc.edu as well as www.wor710.
com and www.WCBS880.com. 
     The NCC Library’s hours are Monday-Thursday, 8 
a.m.-9 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-8 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m.-
4:30 p.m.  The Library will be closed on Sunday.      

The Writing Center’s fall 2016 hours are as follows: 
Writing Center (Bradley Hall, first floor): Monday, and 
Wednesday, 8:45 a.m.-2:45 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday, 
9:15 a.m.-3:15 p.m.; Friday, 9:30 a.m.-2:45 p.m. Sunday, 
12:15-4 p.m. Library Annex (Second Floor, Rm. 233): 
Monday and Wednesday, 12:30-8 p.m.; Tuesday and 
Thursday, 10 a.m.-7:45 p.m.; Saturday, 10:15 a.m.-2 p.m. 
For more information, call 572-7195.

Looking for a quiet place to study?  Try the Study 
Lounge on the third floor (Rm. 310) of the College Center.  
Hours: Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

The Adjunct Faculty Association (AFA), which 
represents adjunct faculty at NCC, offers eight scholarships 
for attending part-time students. One, the Presidential 
Academic Excellence scholarship--$3000, is for a spring/
summer 2017 graduate with a minimum grade-point average 
of 3.5. Seven of the awards are for students continuing their 
studies at Nassau who have completed twelve or more credits 
with a grade-point average of 3.3 (3.5 for the John Meehan 
Second Chance Scholarship), and are continuing for at least 
one semester at NCC. The scholarships are as follows: 
John Meehan Second Chance Scholarship--$5000 
(for a student 35 years old and over who has a grade-
point average of 3.5); AFA Members Scholarship 
($1000); three AFA scholarships in Memory of John 
Pitrelli, James Crisafulli, and Robert McGowan--$1000 
each; AFA Officers Scholarship--$2000; and theAFA 
Robert F. Blake Executive Board Scholarship--$2000.  
Applications may be downloaded from www.
myafaonline.org. Completed applications should 
e-mailed to scholarships@myafaonline.org.  The 
application deadline is Wednesday, March 15, 2017.

The Nassau Community College Federation of 
Teachers (NCCFT) Local 3150 invites applications for 
the Joseph F. Carlino, Jr. Academic Excellence and 
Service Scholarship.  Two scholarships are available--a 
$3000 award may be made to a full-time student who has 
graduated from NCC in summer or fall 2016 or a full-time 
student eligible to graduate from NCC in May 2017.  In 
addition, a $1000 scholarship will be awarded to a second 
full-time student meeting the same criteria.  At the time of 
their application, interested students must have completed a 
minimum of 48 credits as a full-time student at NCC; have 
a 3.7 cumulative average (maintained through graduation); 
must have been accepted to an accredited four-year institution 
of higher learning; and be able to document unpaid service 
to the college and/or community while a student at NCC.  
Applications and information are available online  at www.
nccft.org or www.ncc.edu.  Additional information may be 

obtained by calling 572-7198.  Completed applications 
must be returned to the NCCFT office (Cluster F, Rm. 
3293) by noon on Friday, March 23, 2017. 

The Nassau Community College Federation of 
Teachers-Local 3150 (NCCFT) invites applications for 
the Aaron Seligman Memorial Scholarship ($1000).  At 
the time of their application, students must be a full-time NCC 
student in good academic standing during the year in which 
an application is submitted; have completed a minimum of 48 
academic credits with at least sixteen credits in mathematics, 
computer science, and/or information technology; have 
completed a minimum of two full-time semesters at NCC; 
have a minimum grade-point average of 3.5; and be able to 
document active involvement in a leadership activity with 
two letters of appropriate recommendation.  Applications 
and information are available online  at www.nccft.org or 
www.ncc.edu.  Additional information may be obtained 
by calling 572-7198.  Completed applications must be 
returned to the NCCFT office (Cluster F, Rm. 3293) by 
noon on Thursday, March 23, 2017.

The Nassau Community College Federation of 
Teachers Local 3150 (NCCFT) invites applications for 
theM. Debra DeSanto Student Aide Scholarship.  A 
$300 award will be made to a full-time student in good 
academic standing who has completed a minimum of fifteen 
academic credits at NCC wuth a grade-point average of 3.0 
and who has been a student aide for at least one complete 
semester.  Applications and information may be obtained at 
www.nccft.org or the NCCFT Office (Cluster F, Rm. 3293; 
572-7198).  Completed applications must be returned 
to the NCCFT office (Cluster F, Rm. 3293) by noon on 
Thursday, March 23, 2017. 

Got questions about or need help with choosing a 
major or career, finding a job, getting involved in campus 
life, transferring to another college, or some other issue 
related to your college experience?  Drop by the Student 
Outreach and Support (SOS) Center on the first floor of 
the College Center Building (outside the Office of Student 
Activities) and speak with a member of the Department of 
Student Personnel Services (SPS). Hours: Mon., 9-11 a.m. 
and 1:30-3:30 p.m.; Tues, 9-11 a.m. and 1:30-3:30 p.m.; 
Wed., 1:30-3:30 p.m.; Thurs., 9-11 a.m. and 1:30-3:30 p.m.; 
and Fri., 9-11 a.m.  For information about SPS services, call 
572-7506. 

Registration for NCC’s Winterim Session (Dec. 27-
Jan. 13) has begun!  The Winterim is a great way to earn 
credits and get closer to graduation.  Make an appointment 
with your advisor and register today!

The last meeting of day and distance education 
classes for the fall 2016 semster is Thursday, Dec. 22.

The last meeting of evening classes for the fall 2016 
semester is Tuesday, Dec. 20.

The last meeting of weekend classes for the fall 2016 
semester is Friday, Dec. 23.

  Registration for the spring 2017 semester has 
begun.  Make an appointment with your advisor and 
start talking about next semester’s courses!

Winterim classes begin on Monday, Dec. 27 and 
conclude on Friday, Jan. 13.  Classes meet Monday 
through Friday except for January 1 and 2.

Spring 2017 semester classes (day, evening, and 
distance education) begin on Tuesday, January 17.

Spring 2017 weekend classes begin on Friday, Jan. 
20. 

Follow NCC news on Twitter.com/NCCVignette and 
Twitter.com/fye_nassaucc as well as on the First-Year 
Experience blog, “What’s Up, NCC?” www.whatsupncc.
blogspot.com.  

*  *  *  *
Got a meeting, speaker, social event, or other activity  

happening in the fall that you want to promote?  Advertise 
on the Vignette’s Happenings page!  Take advantage of this 
FREE service!  Email notices of upcoming meetings and 
events to NCCVignette@gmail.  Indicate that the item is for 
the newspaper’s “Happenings” page. 

Happy holidays from the Vignette!

Happenings



       December 15, 2016

3

Stamp out silence. 
Write a letter to the editor.

 

The Vignette is the official student 
newspaper of Nassau Community 
College.  It is published throughout 
the fall and spring semesters.  Mem-
bership is open to all NCC students.

The Vignette welcomes letters 
to the editor as well as Opinions ar-
ticles.  Letters should be limietd to 
350 words.  Opinions essays should 
be limited to 700 words.  Letters and 
Opinions pieces must be signed and 
contain the author’s telephone num-
ber or campus extension.  The news-
paper will withhold names on request.

The editorial board reserves the 
right to edit stories or letters for clar-
ity and length.  Views expressed in 
letters and Opinions essays do not 
necessarily reflect those of the edito-
rial board.

The Vignette accepts classified 
and display advertisements from cam-
pus and off-campus advertisers.  Pub-
lication of ads in the newspaper does 
not imply endorsement of products or 
services.   

Address:      
     Vignette
     Nassau Community College
     College Center, Rm. 347
     Garden City, N.Y. 11530    
     Telephone: (516) 222-7071
      nccvignette@gmail.com

Editorial Board
Chynah Crocker

Editor-in-Chief

Katherine Frame
News Editor

Shahael Myrthil
Features Editor

Opinions Editor

Sebastiam Milo
Sports Editor

Raffy Donado
Style Editor

Shanya Egalite
Arts Editor

Olivia Laudano
Advertising Manager

Anya Reid
Photography Editor

De-Anna Gattereau
Business Manager

Contributors
  
    Rohandeep Singh, Avi Ezor
    Joshua Berlyne, Ambar Bello,    
    Jacqueline Clifford, Brandon  
    Hoyt, Esther Atunrase, Grace  
    Hernon, Ajaury Williams, 
    Jason Sinert,  Giovanni   
    McDonald, Nsikak Ekong

     Richard Conway
     Faculty Advisor

Editorial

Will 2017 be a good year  for America and the world? Will America become 
great again (as some people claim will happen!) or will life in America and 

everywhere else take a turn for the worse?  Send us your predictions for 
inclusion in the Vignette’s OPINIONS section.  Email us at NCCVignette@

gmail.com  (subject line “2017 predictions”); be sure to include your name and 
telephone number.  Tell the campus what will happen in the year ahead.

Students need information, 
even when news is bad

As many people know by now, there have been multiple incidents of swas-
tikas and Hitler references being written on walls around campus (mostly 
in men’s bathrooms) and in neighboring towns. This hateful activity has 
actually been occurring since October 15. 

In the early stages of investigation, this situation was labeled as criminal 
mischief and referred to the Nassau County Police Department.  It wasn’t 
until recently that we learned  that the graffiti was swastikas.  Along with 
swastikas, the words “Germany” and “Heil Hitler” were also found. There 
have been other “hate” incidents off campus, such as vandalizing of a wom-
an’s car.  

All of these offenses can make one feel unsafe to go to school.  But the 
lack of information is also scary.  

It’s good that President Keen made a statement about these disturbing ac-
tions.  His words were important to hear.

But we wish we had known about this sooner.  Many people found about  
about these acts on the radio and in Newsday.  

Wouldn’t it have been a good idea to tell the campus when the first ones 
happened? 

This wouldn’t have been good news, but at least students and others  on 
campus would have known what was happening.   

We can only hope that this situation is resolved as soon as possible and 
that these actions will stop.
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by Esther Atunrase
Staff Writer

Guerrilla Girl ‘UnMasked’

Guerrilla Girl Donna Kaz, aka Aphra Behn, spoke at NCC on Wednesday, Dec. 7 
about her life as a feminist artist and about her group’s campaign to address sexism in 
the New York art world. 

Kaz said she became a member of Guerrilla girls in the mid 90’s. She grew up in 
Glen Cove, Long Island and studied Theatre Arts in SUNY Brockport in Upstate New 
York.

It was in college that Kaz first identified as a feminist.  She said that growing up, 
there were no feminist role models she could look up to, no female rock stars, and she 
wanted to change all that. 

Unfortunately, very early on in her career, two horrible things happened to her. First, 
she was sexually assaulted by a professor at college.  After that, she moved to New York 
City, where she got involved in a violent relationship that lasted three years. She said 
the experience played a big part in her becoming an activist and an artist and led to her 
involvement with the Guerrilla Girls, a group of feminist artists committed to combat-
ting sexism in the art world. 

Kaz said that at her first meeting as a Guerrilla Girl, she was given an address (a se-
cret location), which was a loft in SoHo. The loft belonged to one of the Guerrilla girls. 
She had to swear on a stack of bananas that she would not reveal the identity of any of 
the Guerrilla girls. After that meeting, Kaz was officially a member of the group. .

In early 1998, the Guerrilla girls decided a weekend retreat might be the perfect way 
to merge the energy of its new members with the wisdom of the old.  In a circle of chairs, 
the Guerrilla girls sat and voiced their ideas. 

Kaz said she knew little about the rest of the art world but she wanted to attack the 
theatre world where her knowledge was vast. Her idea was for a visual work, taking and 
altering the famous paragraph about videotaping performances found in every theatre 
program across the country.

The plan, she said, was to make copies of this and paste them in the bathroom stalls 
of theatres in NYC. The Roundabout Theatre, Primary Stages, Signature Theatre, The 
New Group, The Atlantic Theatre Company and George Street Playhouse are just some 
of the theatres in NYC producing main stage seasons of plays written by white men 
only. 

The Guerrilla Girls were assisted by Baboon Boys, who were men who supported 

the feminist movement. The Baboon Boys are not considered members of the group, 
however. That was the very first sticker campaign the Guerrilla girls undertook, address-
ing sexism and discrimination in the theatre world. 

It went on for an entire season and lo and behold, two plays written by women were 
in fact produced the next season. The plays were Impossible Marriage by Beth Henley 
and The Mineola Twins by Paula Vogel. The theatres had not produced a play by a 
woman since 1986, and the Guerrilla Girls took full credit for the change.

Kaz said that the theatre committee of the Guerrilla Girls was a small group of 5 or 
6 women who met in coffee shops or Thai restaurants. It was easy to get work done, she 
noted, as it was a small committee. 

After the sticker campaign, the group had to figure out what next they were going to 
do. They came up with postcards which was an activity action kit that they had at The 
New Museum. The postcards carried a message addressing the sexism in the theatre 
world. The postcards (put in an activity kit) were addressed to all six artistic directors 
that were not producing any plays by women. The activity action kit was also a way for 
the Guerrilla girls to reach out to the public’s help in their mission.

In 1999, the 52nd Tony Awards were to take place and not one woman had ever won 
an award for directing. This was a horrible statistic. The Guerrilla girls decided to go 
down to the Tony Awards and hand out ads, and also to see if people were going to pay 
attention to the fact that no woman was winning any award(s) because they were not 
working at Broadway. 

Surprisingly, two women won Tony Awards for directing that season. A woman won 
a Tony for Resurrection of a Play and the other woman for Resurrection of a Musical. 
The Guerrilla girls took credit for that as well.

Kaz’s involvement with the Guerrilla Girls is the subject of a recently published 
memoir, Un/Masked: Memoirs of a Guerrilla Girl on Tour.  Her talk at NCC was spon-
sored by the College’s cultural program.

Kaz said that when the Guerrilla Girls first started gathering statistics, fewer than 
17 percent of plays produced were written by women. The percentage increased to 17 
percent in 1997, and today it is 20 percent. 

It is still abysmal, Kaz said, but there is progress.

Feminist artist and author Donna Kaz recalls Guerrilla Girls’ “war” on sexism in the art world

Alternative to Abortion
Choose Life for Me!

After 18 days you can hear my heartbeat.
After 40 days, you can measure my brain waves.
After 45 days, I feel pain and respond to touch.

Free Pregnancy Testing, Information, and 
Counseling

Also post-abortion counseling.
Call: 1-631-243-0066

1-631-243-2373
516-798-9100 Massapequa
516-408-6300 Hempstead

Students belt out song at the Programming Board’s Karaokefest in the College 
Center Building on Tuesday, Dec, 6.  The karaoke program is one of the Programming 
Board’s most popular campus events.  

Stopped Attending  Class? 
Avoid  a “UW” 

If you’ve stopped attending a credit class this semester and have 
not processed an official withdrawal with the Registrar’s Office, 
you must see see your professor as soon as possible.  If you  fail 

to withdraw officially,  you will receive a “UW” grade (Unofficial 
Withdrawal),  which will carry the same weight in your grade-point 
average (GPA) as an “F” grade.  Don’t let this happen!  Speak with 

your professor about arranging for an official withdrawal. 

                             Classified Ad



       December 15, 2016

5News/Features

Telling Nicole’s Story
Author Amy Ellis Nutt talks about Becoming Nicole, the Maines Family, and Transgender Issues

don’t prescribe hormones to kids unless they 
are at the right age, which is usually 18. But Nutt ex-
plained that in Nicole’s case she received hormones at 
a younger age because her doctors felt she was ready. 

Amy Ellis Nutt, author of 
Becoming Nicole: The Transformation of an American 
Family, spoke at NCC on Wednesday, Nov. 16 about her 
book, the Maines family, and transgender issues.

Becoming Nicole is NCC’s common reading for 
2016-2017 and many students in attendance had read the 
book in their classes. The book was published in 2015 
and tells the story of a transgender girl, Nicole Maines, 
who was born male but who became female.  

Nutt was introduced by Robert Lazaroff, a professor 
in the English Department and chair of the common read-
ing subcommittee, which is part of the First Year Experi-
ence Commmittee. She received the 
Pulitizer Prize in 2011 for her se-
ries for on “The Wreck of the Lady 
Mary,” which told the story of the 
sinking of a fishing trawler off the 
coast of New Jersey.  She is a health 
and science writer for the Washing-
ton Post and teaches at Columbia 
University’s School of Journalism.  

Nutt began by reading an intro-
ductory section from her book about 
gender and about theories of gender 
development.  She then went on to 
talk about her experiences with the 
Maines family—Wayne, Nicole’s 
father; Kelly, her mother; Jonas, 
her twin brother, and Nicole herself.  
She said that to write such a book, 
she had to spend a great deal of time 
with the family and she got to know 
the members very well. 

She talked in detail about the 
differences between the twins.  Jonas was very sensitive 
and loved to play the guitar but didn’t like sports.  Nicole, 
however, loved sports and being active. 

Nutt also talked about society’s changing attitudes 
towards transgender people and how society has become 

more accepting of transgender surgeries.
After her talk, Nutt answered questions from the au-

dience.   
In response to a question on the impact of 

the family’s situation on Jonas, Nutt said that 
she thought it was difficult, at least at times.

     
Another person asked about the effect on the 

marriage of Kelly and Wayne, who were forced 
to separate for a while due to Wayne’s work.  

A very important question was raised about the 
process of becoming transgender.  Usually doctors

Amy Ellis Nutt, author of Becoming Nicole 

Editor’s note: After Ellis Nutt’s talk at NCC, a member 
of the Vignette spoke with her about her book, the Maines 
family, her own family’s response to her work, tips for 
writers, and other topics.  Here is part of that interview. 

1. How do you feel about the controversy in 
regards to the bathroom situation with transgender 
people? 
    I think it’s very difficult. I think people have to 
understand what it means to be transgender. A lot of 
the controversy arises because people don’t know a 
transperson and don’t know what it means. If they 
met Nicole they would realize asking Nicole even 
before surgery would’ve been absurd but highly dan-
gerous. The last thing a transgender wants to show 
pre surgery or know about is their genitals. They 
hide it and are basically ashamed because of it. It’s 
important to tell stories like this to show what trans-
gender looks like.”

2. Does your family support your choice of 
writing?

Yes, although my parents are elderly--my fa-
ther just passed away at 92—[and] it was hard ex-
plaining. They were interested but it was tough. 
They grew up in the forties so they are very tra-
ditional. It’s much more difficult for them to 
understand, but they definitely supported me. 

3. What tips do you have for college students 
looking to get published?

Write! Write! Write! Write! I have never met 
someone who got worse the more they write. You can 
only get better. There are so many opportunities to put 
your writing online so be open and have a sense of 
curiosity with the world and keep asking questions.

4. Do you still stay in contact with Nicole and 
her family?

Yes I do. I’m in better contact with Wayne. 
He’s basically my source. The kids are off to col-
lege so I keep up with time with Wayne and we 
hope to do some talks together in the future.

Talking with Amy 
Ellis Nutt

     NYPIRG Forum Sheds Light on    
           Higher Ed Funding Issues   

NCC students 
met in the College 
Center on Thurs-

day, Dec. 1 to discuss strategies for obtaining additional 
funding for the College.  

The meeting was sponsored by the NCC chapter of 
the New York Public Interest Research Group (NYPIRG).  
Speakers included the NYPIRG project coordinator, Kev-
in Dugan, and the Student Government Association’s stu-
dent trustee, Michael Hilt.

The speakers and those in the audience expressed 
concern that because New York State and Nassau Coun-
ty, NCC’s two funding sources, have failed to provide 
enough money for resources, including faculty, students 
have had to pay more tuition and the College has become 
less affordable. Since 2008, Nassau County’s contribution 
to NCC has remained flat.  New York State’s contribution 
has increased slightly, but because of serious budget cuts, 
it is only up to the previous 2007 level.  

Just this year alone, Nassau’s tuition has increased by  

by  more than 300 dollars.  One audience member pointed 
out that even if the County increased its contribution only 
slightly, the College would benefit greatly.  

Many of those who attended the meeting gathered for 
a follow-up talk in the Vignette office on Tuesday, Dec. 6.  
Representatives included members of the Student Gov-
ernment Association, the Student Organization of Lati-
nos, the NCC Breakers, the Pride Club, and the Vignette.  
The group’s plan is to form a coalition that would lobby 
to give Nassau more funding. 

The groups also discussed the student activity fee, 
which covers the cost of the clubs, athletics, orientation, 
childcare services, speakers, and other activities on cam-
pus.  The fee has not been raised in nine years, while other 
costs have increased.  The decline in enrollment has re-
sulted in decreases in many club budgets. An increase in 
the student fee would, some believe, make a huge differ-
ence for life on campus. The clubs hope to join together 
and explore obtaining additional money for NCC and 
campus life. 

by Katherine Frame
News Editor

by Shanya Egalite
Arts Editor
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Features Editor

Vera Moore aspired to be an actress, but little did she know that she would end 
up being the CEO of her own cosmetics firm that insists that it’s “not about a lipstick 
that should make you feel pretty, it’s about the beauty within that surrounds your 
heart.”                    

                                  Moore’s Advice on Success
Moore visited Nassau Community College on Saturday, Oct.16, to be inter-

viewed by the participants in Long Island Girl Talk, a program sponsored by the 
Women’s Studies Project and the Carol Kestenbaum Foundation and made possible 
by a grant from the American Association of University Women (AAUW). 

The program is an academic enrichment program for teen girls who are given 
technical training in mass communications under the wings of NCC English Pro-
fessor Marcia McNair, Elaine 
P. Smith of the Nassau County 
Board of Elections, Natasha 
Nurse of DressingRoom8, and 
former NCC student Stephanie 
Lombardo. 

In the interview, Moore 
shared her story about how she 
didn’t let her humble beginnings 
inhibit her from achieving the 
American Dream.

Raised in a family of six 
where money was tight, Moore 
felt rich with the love and sup-
port she received from her family. 
Despite being the youngest of her 
siblings, she said she was like a 
firecracker ignited with a fuel of 
determination, to rise out of pov-
erty and make a difference for her 
family. She did just that when she 
bought her parents their very own 
home, five years after she was 
casted on the soap opera, Another 
World. While starring on the show as Nurse Linda, she realized there was a void in 
the market, noticing that makeup brands were not catering to the skin tones of Afri-
can Americans.

“It didn’t make sense to go a department store and barely see products for black 
people,” she said.

 Frustrated, Moore found her mission when she vowed to eradicate that issue. 
This was when Vera Moore Cosmetics was born.  Thirty-seven years later her com-
pany is still going strong. Moore said she’ll never forget her journey because, for one 
thing, for the first 15 years of her business, she “starved,” working every day to see 
her vision come to life. 

The audience was in awe, when Moore noted her decision to mortgage her house 
to cover the expenses to finance her dreams of launching her own company and 
opening a store at Green Acres Mall in Valley Stream, N.Y. It took her three years 
to break down that barrier, but when she was finally did, she expressed what an 
exhilarating feeling that was to be the very first African American to open a store 
there.  She saw a niche in the market and went after it.

  

                           Moore’s Skincare Advice

“I specifically started my line for pitch-black women,” she said.
“Vera, I’m too dark. They don’t have colors for me,” she heard a lot from her 

customers before they grew familiar with her brand that offers an assortment of 
shades stocked, from caramel, to espresso, to mocha. Vera Moore Cosmetics has it 
all. 

Soon after capturing the hearts of African American women, who came raving 
about how thankful they were to have a brand sell affordable makeup to them, she 

decided to expand her line and market to women of all skin colors, and even started 
a line of skin treatments with the help of her daughter Consuella Helms-Jeule, a 
licensed esthetician. 

Makeup is meant to accentuate your beauty, Moore said, not hide it. 
“If you have bad skin, your makeup won’t look that great,” she said.

      Vera Moore Cosmetics can be purchased through their website as well as 56 
Duane Reade stores and Walgreens specialty-makeup “LOOK boutiques” located 
across the U.S, and even in China and Puerto Rico.
       When asked what sets her apart from her competitors, she said, “We advocate to 
take care of your skin. Our makeup is not oily, red, and greasy. It’s light and soft. It’s 
natural and still does the job!”

Moore continued, “Skincare is the foundation, and makeup is an accessory.” 
Moore’s daughter Consuella 
Helms-Jeune, who gradu-
ated from Howard Univer-
sity’s School of Business 
and Christine Valmy Inter-
national School for Esthetics 
Skin Care & Makeup, shared 
that often people come to her 
thinking that they have acne 
when more often than not, 
they have skin that is con-
gested. 

When asked what the 
difference between the two 
was, she said, “Congestion is 
more so skin that is clogged. 
You need to exfoliate. You 
need a distant causation lo-
tion, something that would 
break that down, so you can 
get it out of the skin.”

Meanwhile, she noted, 
“Somebody that has acne, 
or acne prone skin, is some-

body who is excessively oily, has overproduction of the sebaceous glands which 
means that the glands that produce the oil, are over producing oil, so you see huge 
white bumps that typically looks inflamed. Sometimes it could be red. Oily skin 
looks more like an orange peel, the orange has a lot of holes it in it—those are open 
pores.”

For those with acne prone skin, Helms recommended that you try their purifying 
gel wash, the herbal balancer, the oil controlling skin conditioning lotion (a liquid 
moisturizer) or their calendula oil free moisturizer (a cream moisturizer).

“Those are your basics, cleansers, moisturizers and lotions,” said Helms. “I 
would also recommend the glycolic scrub which is something that somebody with 
oily skin would use two times a week at most 3 times. You should not exfoliate every 
day; some people buy the cleansers that have the exfoliating beads in them, which is 
too harsh on your skin. You can do more damage than good. You can strip the skin of 
what it needs, there’s a certain thing as not having enough hydration, and you need 
oil in the skin. I would also suggest the camphor masque, for someone that has open 
pores, because the masque would help shrink them.”

Once your face has been washed, you can use one of their specialty items like 
their serums. Helms stated that “glycolic serum would be good for somebody that 
has oily skin; it would help with discoloration that comes from picking (on the skin) 
which can cause you to get scars. It would also even out the skin tone, make it clear, 
and vibrant.”

 So regardless of your skin type, you can always rely on Vera Moore Cosmetics 
to keep your skin looking good while feeling MOOREFABULOUS every day of the 
week while not breaking the bank!

Promoting Beauty Inside and Out
      CEO Vera Moore discusses her journey to success in cosmetics industry 
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Disney continues its series of interconnected adaptations of Marvel Comics with Doctor 
Strange. Dr. Stephen Strange (Benedict Cumberbatch) is a brilliant neuroscientist whose talent 
more than makes up for his ego. After a devastating car accident shreds his hands, however, 
he finds himself with the realization that he may never operate again. Desperate, he learns of a 
temple in Nepal that may work miracles for the body even he can’t perform. It isn’t long before 
he learns that the people there, under the teaching the the Ancient One (Tilda Swindon), have 
the power to warp reality on a multidimensional scale, and he becomes determined to master 
those abilities. 

The film shines in its effects, with the action sequences looking like surrealist paintings 
come to life. (Since the film heavily uses computer-generated environments, this is one of the 
few live-action movies where the 3D version is actually worth watching.) The characters are 
engaging thanks to the witty writing that is typically found in Disney’s Marvel films. The film 
has drama, but never takes itself too seriously. I highly recommend this one. 

              --Reviewed by Avi Ezor

Review

In Doctor Strange, A Surgeon Gets Surreal

Art Faculty  Display Their Talents

More than  fifty 
works by members of NCC’s Art Department are 
on display  in the Firehouse Gallery, located in the 
College Center Building,  through December 19. 

The exhibit, titled “2016 Art Faculty Exhibit,” is an 
annual  event that showcases work of both teaching and 
non-classroom faculty and includes photography, com-
puter graphics, ceramics, clay, 
bronze, inkjet and other media. 

The thirty-five members of 
the Art Department whose work 
is on display include Chris Ann 
Ambery, Liz Atzberger, Shana 
Berman, Stefany Blyn, Bo-
ChaCoRo, Anashia Bourne, Al-
fredo, Cardenas, Sandra Carrion, 
Robert Carter, Lawrence Chat-
terton, John Cino, Justina Marie 
Colon, Beth Costello, Paul Coz-
zolino, Bill Donovan, Posanne 
Ebner, Jennifer Formica, Susan 
Gaber, Thomas Germano, Jason 
Gorman, Max Gottfired, Alex 
Kostopoulos, Christine Pollock 
Lawrence, Cheryl McBride, Car-
olyn Monastra,  Michael Ritchie, 
Mena Romano, Lynn Rozzi, Al-
lison Rufrano, Joanne Seador, 
Max Schrier, Bill Shillalies, Rob-
ert Toedter, Christine Tudor, Na-
than Wasserbaier,  and Jeff Webb.  

Some of the works represent-
ed in this exhibit have been done  
as part of the curriculum during 
the academic year, while  others 

represent   the personal artistic response   faculty mem-
bers. The exhibit really gives an inside view to faculty 
members not only as teachers but as a working artists.

Each piece of work in this impressive collection relays a 
different message to the audience. One of the art pieces that 
really stood out are “The Vested Figure in West Harlem,” 
by Stefany Blyn. This piece, done on Nupastel on Charcoal 

Paper, presents a lonely man walking in the Harlem Streets 
and gives the audience a sense of loneliness and misery. 

Another piece that was beautifully done was Justina 
Marie Colon’s “The Rave,” This piece, described as pho-
tography and photo manipulation, expresses the everyday 
life of certain New Yorkers. It shows all the lights and 
also the business of Manhattan. This scene depicted in 

the piece appears to be night. How-
ever, what makes it so interest-
ing is the way it is photographed. 

Another fantastic portrait is 
called and oil on pastel, “Prague I,” 
by Thomas Germano. This portrait 
expresses the true experience and 
ambiance of Prague. It’s beautiful-
ly painted and is very detailed, and 
makes the audience really intrigued 
by the scene. 

Overall the exhibit is very inter-
esting and provides many different 
perspectives.

You can definitely tell that all of 
the contributors took their time and 
effort to really make this exhibit 
a success. This exhibit also helps 
create for students an appreciation 
for artistic talents and values, es-
pecially for art majors and others 
interested in art.  We appreciate the 
time and effort the artists and the 
Firehouse Gallery took to put this 
exhibit. 

Firehouse  Art gallery  exhibit features more than  fifty works by NCC  Art faculty 

Two of the works of art on display in the Firehouse Art Gallery’s “2016 Artt 
Faculty Exhibit are  “Maid Right” (left ) by Robert Carter  and “The Rave” 
(above) by Justina Marie Colon.     More than fifty works of art make up the 
exhibit.

by Shahael Myrthil
Features Editor
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As we walk down the road of life, many of its greatest 
challenges stand before us. Some of us will stand still in 

preparation for these challenges, but others will face them head on and move forward 
along the path. Experiencing life’s challenges can create a divine revelation in an indi-
vidual’s life. The experience is an adventure, something to be relished. 

Or as NCC Music Professor  Christopher Jusino puts it: “Don’t let today’s wave take 
you down, just flow with it.”

These words sum up Jusino’s approach to life and work.
Growing up in a household of influential musicianship brought stability and inspira-

tion to Jusino’s life. His Uncle Alex created a milestone by his playing of guitar. Jusino 
says he was soothed by the serenading guitar, which created a new love and passion in 
his life. He practiced day and night in order to achieve his highest level as a musician. 

During this time, his parents would listen to Chuck Mangione, the Beatles, and tons 
of other incredible musicians. This uplifted his soul, which created a desire to influence 
others. As he strived and grew as an individual, he developed a variety of passions for 
other subjects, many of which played a role in his future endeavors.

Jusino entered Nassau Community College as an Aerospace Engineer major. He pur-
sued this curriculum for three consecutive semesters until he decided to abandon engi-
neering and pursue a music major. Music had always served as an escape for him, but his 
experience at NCC made his love for music grow greater.

During college, Jusino stumbled upon jazz music, whose emotion and soul intrigued 
him. Miles Davis, a twentieth century jazz composer and trumpeter, spoke and influ-
enced Jusino and created a new era of jazz in his eyes. 

He earned a bachelor’s degree from Queens College, after which he began his jour-
ney as a professional musician. His preparation allowed him to travel around Europe on 
a two-week tour with “The Blue Beats,” a rock steady band. He traveled from California 
to Florida, performing in numerous concerts/clubs across the country. 

The height of his career was being given the opportunity to perform on Broadway 
for the show “Moving Out,” featuring Billie Joel’s music. “The joy was infectious,” he 

recalls.
In 1999, Jusino took a position as a professor in NCC’s Music Department. “I was 

blessed and thankful for the opportunity to return to my previous home,” he says. “Sta-
bility is a hard thing to find as an artist and musician. Every day is a new day to learn.  
We can take only one step at a time to find out our future as a musician and as a human.” 

Joining the Nassau faculty led to a fire being lit within and encouraged his ambition 
to grow. “The growth of my musicianship allowed my presence upon the stage to tran-
scend my teaching experience,” he says.

In our lifetime, we sometimes come across individuals who inspire us. Their influ-
ence can allow us to witness a glimmer of what the future shall hold. Jusino has influ-
enced many of his students by his ambitious attitude towards music. 

His passion has led to incredible outcomes for his jazz band. The program began in 
1999 with only several members, but it allowed him to face a new challenge: working 
with a small group. 

“I enjoyed working with a small ensemble, knowing everyone’s level of musicality 
that allowed flexibility to be present within repertoire choices,” he says.  

Today the program has grown to thirty members. His influence has allowed the pro-
gression of this program to elevate to the next level. Not even the sky can set the limit for 
the coming years of this marvelous group of individuals. 

“I don’t tend to be dismissive, I tend to be additive,” he says of his work with stu-
dents.  “Why get rid of things when you can grow and add to this activity?”  

Jusinos’s impact over the last decade and a half has allowed for new revelations to 
begin in his student’s eyes. His dedication and personality have contributed to the pro-
gression of the jazz program, and for new passions to be developed. 

He has enccouraged many students to devote their time to the love and feel of music. 
We live and hope to strive for greatness within our lifetime, but the first step in achieving 
this goal is discovering who we are, and pursuing our worldly desires. Under Jusino’s 
guidance, students have been given the opportunity to discover who they are and what 
they will make of it. 

Music Prof Christopher Jusino cultivates passion for music and life’s possibilities
Encouraging Students to Flow with the Waves
by Brandon Hoyt
Staff Writer
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Amazing Holiday Gifts on a Student’s Budget

It’s that stressful time of the year again, at least for a college student like me, 
worrying about how I’m going to afford all these gifts that my loved ones want.  
Having an unlimited supply of cash in my pocket (forget about overpriced textbooks, 
and transportation and lunch costs) seems like the best solution to everything. right? 
If only that was possible. 

But since it isn’t, I’ve opted to cut back on my spending these past two months, 
choosing to pack lunch for school every day and spending more time at the library 
and less at the mall and movies.I can’t tell you the number of times that I’ve gone to 
the mall to buy food and walked out with two bags from Forever 21. 

Resisting temptations is hard, especially with a huge sign the word SALE in big 
bold prints in front of the store. 

After putting myself on a tight budget, with the help of my sister, I’ve noticed 
that I’ve been able to save just $50 alone 
on lunch per week. Isn’t that something?

So with Christmas just around the 
corner, I am going to have to think very 
carefully about what I’m going to buy and 
for whom.  That shopping spree I went on 
these past few years, where I had no clue 
what I was looking to buy before stepping 
into the stores and went home spending 
hundreds of dollars in random gifts, isn’t 
happening this year.

Just because you don’t have a plethora 
of cash in your bank account, doesn’t 
mean that you can’t impress your loved 
ones with amazing gifts.. You just need to 
shop wisely and think of alternatives to 
something you’d find for $500. Here’s a 
few tips for gifting on a college budget.

1. Make some jewelry.

If you can’t afford to buy a bunch of 
jewelry for your friends, MAKE SOME! 
DIY projects are always fun, gather your 
siblings together and GET IT DONE! It 
might sound dreadful at first, but after an 
hour or so, you’ll ask yourself why you didn’t take up on this hobby sooner! From 
beaded bracelets, to glass stone earrings, you can really give a gift that you probably 
wouldn’t find in store. Who doesn’t like homemade gifts?!

You can find all of the necessary supplies at your local Michaels, Walmart, or Joann’s 
store. If you don’t have any of these type of stores near you, you can order them 
online. There’s a lot of videos that teaches beginners the art of jewelry making!

2. Make a card.

Homemade cards with a heartfelt note telling your friend or family member how 
much you care about them, will never go out of style! Don’t think that because 
you’re in college, that you’re too old to make cards! If drawing isn’t your thing, you 
can create a beautiful poem or write a favorite memory that you’ve had with that 
person. I’m sure that person will love you even more for going that extra mile and 
creating something from the heart. After all, love can’t be bought.

3. DIY t-shirts, bags, hats and etc.!

Put on your apron and start your magic, you can refer to YouTube Videos on how to 
turn a boring plain t-shirt into a work of art worth being praised! Tie Dye Kits and 
fabric markers are the best products to use in this project... If not, ZAZZLE.COM is 
the perfect website to add your own touch to a t-shirt, hat, bag and etc.! For those 
who aren’t familiar with this site, Wikipedia noted Zazzle as “an American online 
marketplace that allows designers and customers to create their own products with 

independent manufacturers, as well as use images from participating companies.” 
You can add your own picture to it or use their design given on the website! It’s that 
easy and cheap! 

4. Sing your way into their hearts!

 If you aren’t so great with words on paper, why not tell it in a video? Seek out your 
artistic/tech side that you never thought you had, and record yourself singing a song, 
telling a couple of jokes, or say anything that you know will leave a smile on your 
friend for days!

5. Purchase their favorite CDs.

If singing/rapping isn’t your thing, buy your friend a copy 
of their favorite artist, and have a cute card attached.

6. Knit/Crochet a scarf, hat, gloves and even a shawl.

Join a local knitting group to get started. Sign up at your 
local shop.

7. Laminate a Memory.

Is there a memorable event you went to this year with your 
best friend that was caught on camera? Have that picture 
laminated, frame it and gift it to him/her!

8. Buy Body Mists, Candles, Lotions and More.

Take advantage of the sale that’s going on right now with 
the extended Black Friday Sales and buy a few body 
mists, lotions and candles for that favorite person that you 
can’t live without! They’ll thank you for it! At Bath and 
Body Works, they have a deal where you can away with 3 
of their signature body care products, if you purchase. You 
pay for 3 and go home with 6 goodies in your bag! Isn’t 
that a bargain?! If not, then you can purchase 3 of their 
travel-sized products for $12.

9. Buy holiday makeup sets.

Companies like Too Faced has beautiful looking Christmas sets. You can purchase 4 
of their” clutch-size tubes of our bestselling Melted Liquified Long Wear Lipstick in 
original, chocolate and matte formulas,” for $25.00 and save loads of money that’d 
you spend if you bought them the lipsticks individually. Those 4 lip glosses can be 
gifted to 4 different people if you wanted! I can’t deny how much I love their Grande 
Hotel Cafe! Leave it to TOO FACED to create such cute packages especially around 
this time of the year! Not sure what makeup set to get? Check out Tati’s video “Best 
Holiday Makeup Gift Sets.”

 10) Spend quality time.

 We can always get more money, but time is a priceless gift that we can give to 
someone we care about. Stepping away from our phones for a few hours to bond 
with the people we love this season is a gift that cannot be bought in store! Bake 
a cake, cook some food, whatever you do, make sure that you give him/her your 
undivided attention and let them know how much you appreciate him/her!

So, the next time you start stressing about not having enough money to purchase 
everybody gifts, know that meaningful gifts don’t necessarily have to be expensive. 
It’s not the price tag that counts; it’s the effort behind it that’ll resonate with people 
for months to come!

 

Ten great gift ideas for students with thin wallets 
by Shahael Myrthil
Features Editor
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How to Survive College 

No one said that college would be easy, but that doesn’t mean that you should just drop out and live under a bridge. If you do, Think about when it’s snowing: where would you 
get heat, if you don’t have a homeless shelter nearby? So if you’re not too fond of the idea of slowly dying from hypothermia, listen up and know that, like myself, you can and 
will survive college! Here’s how!                  
 
1)  Eliminate the toxic relationships in your life- Having to constantly deal with petty drama will only drain out your energy and serve as a distraction that’ll hurt your  
grades.
2)  Treat the library as if it was your second home- Spend less time wasting your money on unnecessary clothes and invest in your future by tackling your books and study! 3)  
3)  Behave in class and participate-Being a teacher’s pet in high school was considered lame, and would make you the laughing talk of the school, but in college, it isn’t as bad as 
you think! Don’t be afraid to stand out from your classmates, and participate in class as if your life depended on it! It’s that type of behavior that will get a teacher to take a liking 
in you and remember you for years to come! I can’t tell you how many of my professors that wrote letter of recommendations for me! Not all professors will do that, especially 
if you got caught sleeping or texting away in class a lot. Please treat your professors as if he/she was your boss! You would never break your boss’s rules right in front of them, 
so don’t do that to your professor. You just never know when you might just need a huge favor. I have professors that I’ve taken many semesters ago, that I’m still in contact with 
today! Professor McNair is one of them; she will be missed! I recommend taking her Journalism 215 class; trust me when I say that it’s an important class that will help sharpen 
your writing skills necessary for almost all majors.
4) Join a Club-Don’t feel as if just because you aren’t an outgoing person, that means that you can’t join a club! If that was the case, I would not have become an editor of the 
Vignette Newspaper 2.5 years ago. Joining a club will help you gain experience needed for the real world. Let’s say if you wanted to pursue a career in business, but had no experi-
ence, join the Marketing club! Love fashion and want to assimilate yourself in a group of like-minded people? Check out the Fashion Club!
5) Visit the Career Counseling office- Is there a degree that you’re interested in pursuing but aren’t quite ready to take that leap of faith in that direction? Check out the Career 
Counseling Center located in room 14 in the M Building, for advice. They counselors there will help you decide what jobs will best fit your current interests and the skills you 
already have and plan on developing. Taking assessment and personality tests will help you narrow down which field might be ideal for the characteristic traits you currently pos-
sess. Helpful links are posted to their website http://www.ncc.edu/campusservices/career_counseling/links.shtml. 
6) Don’t procrastinate! - I can’t tell you the nuymber of restless nights I’ve had trying to get a huge project done! Don’t be like me--give yourself a few days in advance to get 
homework done, especially if it’s worth half of your grade. You’d think that I’d learned my lesson after the first time, having to spent the day with swollen eyes and a pounding 
headache from a lack of sleep.  
7) Save money buying packing your own lunch- Trust me when I say that it’ll benefit you in the long run! - Ever found yourself having a shortage of change for the bus or had 
an incident occur where you unexpectedly needed that wad of cash, that you had that previous week before you had gone and spent $40 on lunch? It’s not a good experience to 
find yourself in. For the past 2 months, I made a decision to cut back on my spending drastically, by bringing a homemade lunch to school. It was one of the best decisions I’ve 
ever made, seeing that I saved $50 a week! 
8) Depend on a dictionary and thesaurus like it was your best friend- Bad grammar and misspelled works would easily get you in the rejection pile of a job opportunity you 
really wanted, if an employer spots mistakes that could’ve been avoided. Apply that same mindset to your school assignments as you would for a job. If writing isn’t your strong 
suite, buy yourself a dictionary and a thesaurus or rely on the free sites offered online! 
9) The fewer latenesses and absences you have, the better! - If you went to a high school like mine, every time you were late you had to go around collecting people’s trash     
around the cafeteria. That wasn’t fun at all, considering the fact, that it had come between me and trying to get my homework done before the next period. Again, procrastinating is 
definitely a weakness that I’m not too thrill about. Most professors have a policy, where they’ll excuse 2-3 absences. More than that, and you’ll run the risk of either getting kicked 
out of their class or having points taken off your final grade at the end of the semester. 
10) Carry a planner- Having a to do list, where you’ll be able to jot down the due dates of your assignments will help you stay on top of your assignments. I did not like that 
feeling of waking up that morning of, realizing that I have a homework due in a few hours that I forgot to do over the weekend! Don’t let that be you! You can get free planners at 
the Student Activities Office, located on the first floor of the College Center, in room 150. 
11) Be assertive, and don’t let people’s opinions of you shake your confidence.

(Tips from a  Soon-To-be-NCC Graduate)
by Shahael Myrthil

So with all of the tips I have given you, I’m sure the rest of your experience here at NCC will be great.  I know mine was.  NCC, you will be missed.  

For the past four semesters, Shahael Myrthil has been the features editor of the  Vignette. She graduates from NCC in December 2016.

“You’re Going to Hear From Me!” - A Vignette Editor Says Goodbye
Three years have flown by so quickly, it’s upsetting to know that in a month from now, 

I will be walking through the halls of a new school as a transfer student. Three years ago, 
I entered this school as a freshman, wanting to join a club, a club where I could learn a 
lot from and grow as a writer. I knew I did not want to look back and regret having a dull 
college experience, so to the Vignette newspaper office I went and instantly felt welcomed. 

It has been one of the best decisions I’ve ever made. It’s helped me to overcome my 
awkward shyness. Now as I leave this school, I leave with lots of candid memories to 
reflect on for years to come, from the people that I’ve met, to the powerful speeches I got 
to listen in on. 

I’ll never forget the day that Lauren Hersh, Esq., director of Anti-Trafficking Policy 
and Advocacy for Sanctuary for Families, came to share how she’s devoted her life to help-
ing trafficking victims get justice against their abusers.  Nor will forget the brilliant work 
of Roxanne Gay, an award winning author, who has been advocating for women rights as 
a feminist over these years. It’s comforting to see how see how far women has come in 
this  society.

I still can’t forget the very first event that I was aksed to cover.  A fashion show! To this 
day, I still have the pictures that I took at that show that was held at Roosevelt Field Mall, 
where I got to see the latest fall trends of October 2013. 

That day, I felt like I was a reporter…this was when I knew that this was what I wanted 
to pursue as a career. And my mind wasn’t changed after all of these years, even as my 
family tried to get me to be “realistic” and pursue a career that’s more “practical,” and one 
that would actually pay the bills. I can’t tell you how many of my family members were 

disappointed when I told them, that I no longer wanted to major in paralegal. I 
knew what I was capable of and what I liked and paralegal wasn’t it. Writing was. 
Joining the Vignette and blogging on my news site, Shay Media Centric, confirmed 
that.

Who said that writing wouldn’t pay the bills? A lot of people seem to think so.  Yes, 
journalism is a very competitive field, but that doesn’t mean that I can’t be one of the 
“lucky folks” who you see on your television screens as you’re watching the news? 
Don’t let people’s words limit what you can do! Like I’ve said a million times in my head, 
“watch me, as I silently prove you all wrong,” that I can and will be a successful journalist! 

This isn’t the last time that you’ll hear from me, maybe as an editor of the Vignette, 
but not as an aspiring journalist. I will miss all of the amazing professors I’ve had over 
the years, from Professor McNair to Professor Hope to Professor Viscovich--you all 
will be missed! Thank you for instilling knowledge in me that I will forever keep!  

So with that being said, I want to welcome Brandon, as the new Features 
Editor of the Vignette Newspaper for Spring 2017. I’m sure you all will grow 
to love him, as a writer. He has a lot of tricks up his sleeves and quite an im-
pressive resume playing music in his marching band and performing for a fa-
mous musician! Brandon, take it away! The microphone is yours now!

                                                        
                                                                                                  --Shahael Myrthil
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by Sebastian  Milo
Sports Editor

Got something to say about sports--college or pro?  Contribute  to “Out of Bounds,” the Vignette’s sports 
column about anything and everything sports related.  

Email  columns (250-500 words) to NCCVignette@gmail.com.  Include your name and number. 

Lions Tough It Out Against Sullivan Generals, 74-61

Following a successful start, the NCC men’s basket-
ball team eam is continuing its winning ways. 

The Lions took on Sullivan County Community Col-
lege on Saturday, Dec. 3. 

The game opened up with a strong lead by the Lions 
who, led by the charge of Charles Wingate, scored the 
first 6 points. 

But Sullivan ended up scoring 10 straight to close the 
quarter and catch up to make it a close game. Into the 
second the Lions’ lead decreased with each shot as they 
looked mediocre and average. 

Sullivan CC put a scare into the Lions as the last min-
utes of the first half wound down, but strong rebounding 
by Yancy Ulysse gained possessions for the Lions and 
kept Sullivan from scoring. At halftime, Nassau led 39-
24.

As the 3rd quarter opened, Sullivan got stronger and 
stronger, posing a consistent threat in the paint and a 
strong defense. The Lions managed to squander the point 

differential but not the lead.  
In the remaining minutes of the 3rd it was a pretty 

back and forth game with both teams making drives to 
the buckets. A star player of the game was Dana Ling 
whose superb defense led to six steals and helped to limit 
Sullivan’s possessions. 

As they entered the 4th quarter the Lions were getting 
anxious to end the game on top. In the final 5 minutes the 
lead was pretty much up for grabs as the Lions were in 
the closest game they have played this season. 

A consistent push by Sullivan led to more points and 
opportunities, but good defense by Terrell Williams and 
other reserve players helped Nassau keep the lead. 

Nassau ended the game with a 74-61 win,  making it 
the closest game they have won by this season.

The top performers of the game were Terrell Wil-
liams with 12 points, and Wingate, who finished with 27 
points and 2 steals.  

At 8-2 and with a five-game winning streak, the Li-

ons are yet again on top of the league and surely on their 
way to another great season. 

      
  Season Record

Nassau CC   96 Queensborough CC 83
Nassau CC   55 Harford CC 81
Nassau CC   86 Chesapeake CC 77
Nassau CC  77 Kingsborough CC 60
Nassau CC  66 Manhattan CC 69
Nassau CC 86                Dutchess CC 48
Nassau CC 87  Bronx CC 66
Nassau CC 92  Ocean County CC 62
Nassau CC 76  Passaic CC 61
Nassau CC 74  Sullivan CC 61

This season the New York Giants purchased 
Olivier Vernon for 85 million during free agency 
and resigned Jason Pierre Paul for 10 million af-

ter he blew off a finger during an off field fireworks incident. 
Both JPP and OV awere at Roosevelt Field Mall recently and they an-

swered a few questions about the season and what it’s like playing on the 
same team. 

What it’s like playing with Vernon? 
“Great,” JPP said. “I knew he was a good player, the guy deserved ev-

erything he’s gotten, and the Giants saw something in him and gave him the 
money he deserved. We have great chemistry together.” 

Through eleven games this season, JPP had 53 tackles and 7 sacks.  Be-
fore his season-ending injury, he was on pace to break his single season 
tackles record (63), which he set in 2011. JPP has proven himself thus far 
that his finger is not a setback.

Vernon is in his 5th season in the NFL and his first with the Giants fol-
lowing a large 85 million dollar contract. 

Was he feeling the pressure in New York with the big contract?
“No pressure needed,” Vernon said. “I came in for a reason and every-

body has the same mentality right now. We’re just trying to go week in and 
week out and get the Ws.”

“I take a lot of pride in everything I do,” he continued.  “I’m just glad 
things are rolling the way they are now.”

Vernon’s season has combined for 45 tackles and 5.5 sacks with 2 forced 
fumbles through 11 games this season. While his numbers may not be 85 
million dollar worthy yet, it’s only 11 games.  Before thri loss to the Steel-
ers, the Giants had picked up steam, winning their last 6 games and giving 
up an average of only 18 points in those games.

The Giants hope to be on their way to a big season with the remaining 
games and both Olivier Vernon and JPP are expected to have career high 
years and have high expectations for the Giants to go all the way.

“Let’s get what we came here for, all the way,” OV said.   

Talking with JPP and OV
Giant greats visit Roosevelt Field and answer 
fans’ questions about anchoring Big Blue’s “D”
by Sebastian  Milo
Sports Editor

Running the Course
This was my first time going to both a re-

gional and a national meet for college cross 
country, and I was exciited, pumped, and 
proud that I’d come this far in my running 
career.  But at the same time I was nervous, 
worried, and stressed about how I would do.  

Both events were on different dates, in dif-
ferent locations, and at different times.  The 
regional meet took place on Saturday, Nov. 
5 in the Hudson town of Milton, N.Y.  It 
was a two-hour-drive up there when we took 
the athletic van.  I left with the team the day 
before the meet so we could look over the 
course to know what kind of obstacles would 
be in both the men’s and women’s races.  

I came in 14th place out of 42 runners 
overall with a time of 31:143.6 for an 8k 
race (five miles).  However, in order to be 
an all-regional athlete, you had to be in the 
top ten individuals to cross the finish line 
for both the men’s and women’s races each.  

At first, I was disappointed that I didn’t 
make all-regionals, but when my coach told 
me that both Division I and Division II were in 
the race and that the Division I school wouldn’t 
count for the top ten runners since the Division I 
team was hosting the meet,  I was excited since 
that meant I placed eighth out of 34 runners that 
were in the same division as I (Division III).  

I wasn’t the only person on the Nassau team to 
get all-regional; in fact, the whole team qualified 
for all-regional, including the women’s team.  

The National’s  race took place the follow-
ing week, on Saturdat, Nov. 12 in Canandaigua, 
N.Y.  However, I left with the team two days ear-
lier since it was like a 6-7 hour drive from NCC 
to where the hotel we were staying at was lo-
cated (near Finger Lakes Community College).  

On the day of the Nationals meet, there 
were  about 191 runners in the men’s 8k race 
and when I heard the number before the race 
started, I was worried that I wouldn’t fin-
ish in the top 33 percentile of the race (64th 
place out of 191 runners) and that my time for 
the race was 32:21.1 (which is slower than 
my fastest time of 30:15.6 to run an 8k) be-
cause the course was tougher than I thought 
it would be and the weather was so cold up 
there that I had to wear long spandex for both 
pants and a shirt to wear under the uniform. 

Throughout the season on cross country I 
have made new friends on the team, we have 
had a lot of laughs, and the team was like a sec-
ond family to me that looks after one another.

Jason Sinert is a freshman at NCC and a 
member of Nassau’s Cross Country team. 

First Person

by Jason Sinert

“First Person” is a Vignette sports column that features the work of members of NCC’s 
sports teams. Student athletes are invited   to share their thoughts  about any and all as-
pects of  their athletic experiences at the College.  Email their stories to  the column at 

NCCVIgnette@gmail.com.  Authors should include their names and a telephone number.   
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