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Information Literacy Instruction Stats, Fall 2016 

 

30 Information Literacy 

class sessions  
(20 in Fall 2015) 

1,978 Reference Desk 

Questions Answered  
(946 in Fall 2015) 

20,855 visits to our 

LibraryGuides  
(7,024 in Fall 2015) 

685 students attended 

Information Literacy 

class sessions  
(510 in Fall 2015) 

480 students 

completed Info Lit 

Tutorials for FFCS  
(new for Fall 2016) 

37 one-on-one 

research consultation 

appointments  
(13 in Fall 2015) 

2017 Student Research Showcase  
 The Library is pleased to announce that the 3rd Annual Student Research Showcase will take place April 13th from 
12:30pm-2:00pm in Upper Champlin. Students will have the opportunity to display their research in a poster presentation 
format and answer questions about their research. The following week the research posters will be on display throughout 
the Library and electronic versions will be published in the Library’s Digital Repository. A memo detailing important 
information will be sent to faculty. 
 

 Here are a few things to know: 
 The Library will pay for students to print their posters.  
 This year, select posters will be awarded merit prizes. 
 Faculty research advisors will have the opportunity to win a $2000 

Award of Excellence. The award can be used toward student 
research opportunities or equipment for research in their areas. 

 

 If you’d like to take a look at some of the research presented previously, check out the Student Publications area on our 
Digital Repository. Please contact Library Dean, Beth Orgeron (orgeroed@cobleskill.edu; 518-255-5841) to learn more 
about the Student Research Showcase. 

You want weapons? We're in a library. Books are the best weapon in the world. This 
room's the greatest arsenal we could have. Arm yourself!           —Doctor Who 

http://www.cobleskill.edu/library/digital-repository.asp
https://dspace.sunyconnect.suny.edu/handle/1951/65165
mailto:orgeroed@cobleskill.edu
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Recommended Reading 

Carve The Mark 
by Veronica Roth  
 

My Life, My Love, My Legacy 
by Coretta Scott King  
 

The Spy 
by Paulo Coelho  
 

Hag-Seed: The Tempest Retold  
by Margaret Atwood 
 

Nutshell 
by Ian McEwan 
 

Mr. Monkey  
by Francine Prose  
 

No Man’s Land 
by David Baldacci  
 

The Book Of Joy: Lasting Happiness 
In A Changing World  
by His Holiness The Dalai Lama & 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu  
 

The Amateurs 
by Sara Shepard  
 

Scythe 
by Neal Shusterman  
 

Lillian Boxfish Takes A Walk 
by Kathleen Rooney 
 

The Glass Universe : How The 
Ladies Of The Harvard Observatory 
Took The Measure Of The Stars   
by Dava Sobel  
 

Ruler Of The Night 
by David Morrell  
 

The Chemist 
by Stephenie Meyer  
 

The Last One 
by Alexandra Olivia  
 

A Field Guide To Lies: Critical 
Thinking In The Information Age  
by Daniel J. Levitin  
 

Small Great Things 
by Jodi Picoult  
 

The 37th Parallel: The Secret Truth 
Behind America's UFO Highway   
by Ben Mezrich  
 

The Wrong Side Of Goodbye  
by Michael Connelly  
 

Lone Wolf 
by Sara Driscoll  
 

The Whistler 
by John Grisham  
 

The Princess Diarist  
by Carrie Fisher  
 

The Operator 
by Kim Harrison  
 

I Am Brian Wilson: A Memoir 
by Brian Wilson  

Meet Cindy! 
 The newest member of the Library staff is Cynthia Maguire. 
She took over as Technical Services Clerk following the 
retirement of Dawn Freisatz. Cindy has been with us for a 
couple of months now and we thought it might be nice to let the 
rest of you meet her. To that end, we asked her a few 
questions. 
 

 LL:  What excites you about your job here? 
 

 CM:  What excites me most about working at SUNY 
Cobleskill is how dynamic this school is. My job as a cataloging 
clerk provides me with the opportunity to see the new materials 
that the library has ordered. The thoughtful selections by the faculty and librarians 
point to a college that is forward thinking, looking to lead rather than to follow.  
 

 LL:  What’s your favorite movie? 
 

 CM:  The most recent remake of The Secret Life of Walter Mitty with Ben Stiller is 
a movie I think about a lot. It was clever, had a great message and the music was 
amazing. I also am a sucker for any movie/made-for-TV version of A Christmas 
Carol. 
 

 LL:  What is the last book you read for fun, not for work? 
 

 CM:  An audiobook that I listened to recently that I really enjoyed was A 
Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles. The last book I read for fun was All the Light 
We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr.  
 

 LL:  Last, but most certainly not least, do you like to cook and do you have any 
specialties? 
 

 CM:  I enjoy cooking when I have the time to do it well. I make a pretty decent 
spinach quiche.  
 

 We thank Cindy for this quick peek into her life and hope this gives everyone a 
starting point for when they meet her in the weeks and months to come.  

Plastic Can Be A Good Thing 
 As a reminder... the Library does accept credit and debit cards for adding money 
to print accounts, paying fines and fees, etc. Sorry, this does not include taking 
CobyCash.     
 

 Credit/debit cards can be taken at both the Circulation and Reference desks. Ask 
a Librarian or non-student staff member for assistance.  

On Display: Beekeeping, History, & More 
   Beekeeping is currently featured in the 
showcase area (top floor). Peruse 
beekeeping equipment, books, and more. 
After spring break, the showcase display will 
switch topics to “Obsolete” Technologies. 
 

   The book display by the Popular Reading 
Collection will focus on Civil Rights & 
Protest Movements through March. From 
April through the end of the semester, it’ll be 
Poetry Classics.  

 

 The display area by the LP record collection (on the main floor by the staircase) 
will feature African-American History Month for February, Women’s History Month 
for March, and National Poetry Month (New Poetry) for April.  
 

 You can take a look at “This Week in History” across from the Writing Center all 
semester long. And, in honor of “May the 4th,” a portion of Brendan Aucoin’s 
extensive Star Wars memorabilia collection will be on display on the 2nd floor from 
mid-April to the end of the semester. 
 

 If you have any questions about the various displays in the Library you can contact 
Katherine Brent (brentke@cobleskill.edu; 518-255-5851) for answers.  

mailto:brentke@cobleskill.edu
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New Emeritus Room 
 Our newly created space for retired faculty is almost complete. It is located adjacent to the front desk and will serve as a 
multi-purpose space complete with a computer, printer, and comfortable seating. The Emeritus Room is in the midst of the 
high-traffic main floor of the Library, giving retired faculty the opportunity to continue to engage with students. We 
anticipate that the room will be up and running in the next 3-5 weeks. 

Special Collections & Archives  
 The Jared Van Wagenen Special Collections and Archives reading 
room will soon be open Tuesdays and Fridays from 10:00am-11:00am. 
when regular building hours are in effect, and by appointment. The 
reading room is located just off the lower level lobby. Collections housed 
in the reading room include the historical book collection, Jared Van 
Wagenen’s books, and the Iroquois Indian Museum’s book collection. 
Materials not housed in the room (for example, archival materials from 
the vault) should be requested at least 24 hours in advance so they can 
be pulled off the shelf and readied for use.  
 

 You don’t have to visit in person though; many of our archival materials 
are available online. Curious about events on campus in the 1960s? 
1950s? 1940s? Check out the Library's collection of Hill Whispers in the 
Digital Repository. Did you know the college has been setting blood drive 
records for decades? That Pete 
Seeger played on campus? That 
students were required to wear formal 
dress to Sunday dinner? All this and 
more is revealed through the 
reporting of the student newspaper 
staff through the years. If you want to 
learn more about anything related to 
archives and special collections, get 
in touch with Katherine Brent (518-
255-5851; brentke@cobleskill.edu). 

Library Book Club 
 The Library’s book club had a great fall semester with a grant from the New York Council for the Humanities. Prof. Erik 
Hage led discussions on several Pulitzer Prize-winning novels.   
 

 The members of the book club will be selecting titles for the spring semester at their February 1 meeting. The club is 
open to the entire campus, meeting for lunch in the Library Café approximately once each month. If you would like more 
information, please contact Beth Orgeron (orgeroed@cobleskill.edu; 518-255-5841). 

New Food Policy 
 Due to abuse of the food and drink policies over the last few semesters, food has 
been completely banned in the Library except for official, Library-approved events. 
We ask that food be eaten in the Library Café only. This will allow everyone to enjoy a 
clean environment in which studying, research, and other activities can be conducted 
without having to deal with excess debris, stale food odors, and chip crumbs ground 
into the carpet. Student employees and Library faculty/staff will be walking around the 
building to enforce the new policy. Drinks with lids are still be permitted. 

We Added Another Building Entrance! 
 A new building entrance was created over winter break, allowing easier access to CASE and EOP. The 
entrance is located on the ground level beneath the exterior stairs. Our goal is to make our crazy 1970s 
cement building as welcoming as possible! The new entrance isn’t quite ready for regular use but the plan is 
that it will be open during normal CASE/EOP hours. This means that if CASE is closed (like on Saturdays), 
the lower entrance is closed. And no, the picture at the left is not of the actual door but it is similar; we don’t 
have a good picture of the real thing at the moment. 
 

 All Library material must be checked out at the Library’s circulation desk prior to exiting the building. We 
are looking into possibly installing a self-checkout kiosk at the lower exit but, in the meantime, don’t forget to 
visit us at the front desk to check out your material. 

https://dspace.sunyconnect.suny.edu/handle/1951/66019
mailto:brentke@cobleskill.edu
mailto:orgeroed@cobleskill.edu
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Calendar 

Jan. 31 
 Bubble Wrap Appreciation Day  
 

Feb. 3 
 Feed the Birds Day  
 

Feb. 14 
 National Organ Donor Day  
 

Feb. 20 
 Presidents’ Day 
 

Feb. 28 
 Floral Design Day 
 

March 3 
 National Anthem Day 
 

March 12 
 Daylight Saving Time Begins  
 

March 15 
 Ides of March  
 

March 18-26 
 Spring Break 
 

March 31 
 Bunsen Burner Day 
 

April 6 
 National Tartan Day 
 

April 10 
 National Farm Animals Day  
 

April 16 
 Easter 
 

April 28 
 International Astronomy Day 
 

May 1-7 
 Children's Book Week  
 

May 13 
 Graduation 

LIBRARY HOURS* 
 

Mon.-Thurs. 7:00am-10:00pm 
Friday 7:00am-5:00pm 
Saturday 12:00pm-6:00pm 
Sunday 2:00pm-10:00pm 
 

*OPEN LATE FOR FINALS  
watch for announcements 

Van Wagenen Library 
SUNY Cobleskill 

142 Schenectady Ave. 
Cobleskill, NY  12043-1702 

 

Library@cobleskill.edu 
www.cobleskill.edu/library 
T: 518-255-5841 
F: 518-255-5843 Text Us! 

24/7 Chat: Library Help When & Where You Need It  
 You can get help from a Reference librarian 24/7 by using our chat service. 
Seriously. Any time, any day, anywhere you happen to be (as long as there’s 
internet access; so, probably not in the middle of the Adirondacks). The service is 
even easy to use: 
 

1. go to our website: www.cobleskill.edu/
library 

2. click on the big, green ‘Chat now’ image 
3. ask your question 

 

 Whether you want to know what time the 
Library opens in the morning, where to look for 
scholarly articles on the Israeli Stabilization Program of 1985, or how to find a 
specific dissertation from a specific university in another state that may or may not 
have been completed and published —24/7 chat reference is there to help! And yes, 
those are all questions we have received and answered via chat. 
 

 SUNY Cobleskill librarians are usually on chat duty during the Library’s normal 
business hours. The other hours are covered by an international consortium that the 
Library is part of. We answer questions for other libraries when they don’t have 
someone on duty and they do the same for us. The participating libraries all share 
information behind the scenes to help make the service work. 
 

 You can also text us (518-444-5485) but unlike chat, text hours are not 24/7. Old-
fashioned methods like coming over in person, email, and calling are ok too 
(Library@cobleskill.edu; 518-255-5841). 

Staff News 
   Katherine Brent will attend the 2017 OCLC 
Resource Sharing Conference in Virginia 
Beach, VA this March. She is currently taking 
a class on Archival Representation at 
UAlbany as part of her 
Certificate of Advanced Study 

program. 
 

 Don LaPlant’s case study “No-Shot 
Instruction: Alternatives to Library Day for 
First-Year Composition Students” was 
published in November 2016 by ABC-Clio in the anthology 

User-Centered Design for First-Year Library Instruction 
Programs.   
 

   Cynthia Maguire is the newest addition to 
our team. Cindy is a Library Clerk 2 in 
Technical Services. She’s a resident of 
Cambridge, NY and comes to 
us from the Cambridge Public 
Library. 
 

 Beth Orgeron will travel to Baltimore, MD in 
March for the Association of College & 
Research Libraries (ACRL) conference. 

from xkcd.com, used with permission 

mailto:Library@cobleskill.edu
http://www.cobleskill.edu/library
http://www.facebook.com/pages/SUNY-Cobleskill-Van-Wagenen-Library/152889094752803
http://www.twitter.com/cobylib
http://www.cobleskill.edu/library
http://www.cobleskill.edu/library
mailto:Library@cobleskill.edu
http://xkcd.com/830/

