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The Corning Community 

College’s One Book, One College selec-

tion for the 2015-2016 academic year 

is Claude M. Steele’s book Whistling 

Vivaldi: How Stereotypes Affect Us 

and What We Can Do. In the book 

Claude M. Steele, who has been called 

“one of the few great social psycholo-

gists,” offers a vivid first-person ac-

count of the research that supports 

his groundbreaking conclusions on 

stereotypes and identity. He sheds 

new light on American social phenom-

ena from racial and gender gaps in 

test scores to the belief in the superior 

athletic prowess of black men, and 

lays out a plan for mitigating these 

“stereotype threats” and reshaping 

American identities. 

The title of Steele’s book, 

“Whistling Vivaldi,” refers to the story 

of a young black graduate student 

walking through Chicago’s Hyde Park 

at night. After sensing that passersby 

perceive him as a threat, he begins 

whistling melodies from Vivaldi or 

Beatles’ tunes to ease their fears. 

Building on this and other 

examples from a lifetime of ground-

breaking research, Steele argues that 

pervasive stereotypes can actually 

influence behavior and performance 

and, if left unexamined, can perpetu-

ate themselves. 

His research suggests the 

consequences are wide reaching be-

cause of what he calls “identity con-

tingencies” or “things you have to deal 

with in a situation because you have a 

given social identity, because you are 

old, young, gay, a white male, a wom-

an, Latino, politically conservative or 

liberal, a cancer patient…and so on,” 

he writes. “Whistling Vivaldi” details 

“the experience of living under such a 

cloud -- an experience we all have -- 

and the role such clouds have in shap-

ing our lives and society. 

This year the One Book selection is 

being taught in all sections of English 

1010—College Composition I. With 

the help of the Diversity Council, BSK 

(Brother’s and Sister’s Keeper), and 

the Student Association, Program 

Coordinator Dr. Christine E. Atkins 

has developed related events on cam-

pus to help enrich students’ under-

stand of the issues raised by the book. 

In September there was a screening of 

Jean Kilbourne’s award-winning film 

Killing Us Softly 4: Advertising’s Im-

age of Women. Additional events in-

clude a discussion about stereotypes 

in the Netflix series Orange is the 

New Black, a film screening and dis-

cussion about The N Word, and a lec-

ture by Ithaca College Professor Dr. 

Sean Eversly Bradwell.    Bradwell’s 

talk, “Surviving Diversity,” will take 

place on Thursday, November 5 from 

12:15-1:30 in the Triangle Lounge. 

Bradwell is a part of Ithaca College’s 

Center for the Study of Race, Ethnici-

ty, and Culture. For more information 

about the One Book program or to 

find out more about these events 

please contact Dr. Christine Atkins at 

962-9310 or catkins@corning-cc.edu. 

Whistling Vivaldi: How Stereotypes Affect Us and What We Can Do 
By: Crier Staff 

 

mailto:catkins@corning-cc.edu
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Elmira Life 
By: Brittany Smith  

I teamed up with the Student 

association over here at The 

Elmira Center, and thanks to 

their generosity, they have ac-

cepted me as one of their own. So, 

let me introduce you to the won-

derful individuals who make up 

the association. We have the 

President Jace, Vice President 

Sandra, LaQuora the secretary, 

Sherry the historian, and Shania 

who takes part as the treasurer. 

Each member of this little organi-

zation help make the Elmira Cen-

ter exciting, unique, and all 

around eventful. When sitting 

down to speak with the associa-

tion, they helped me to under-

stand their purpose. They want 

to help students get involved with 

the community, come up with 

new ideas for events, amplify the 

student voice, but most im-

portantly, show the students how 

to have some fun!     

On September 15th the asso-

ciation held their very first event, 

an ice cream social! At first, not 

many students or staff attended 

the event, but as it went on some 

friendly faces stated arriving. As 

students gathered around to get 

their hands on some vanilla ice 

cream, jokes were shared, stories 

were told, and everyone was 

laughing with bellies full of fro-

zen delight.  

Just recently, on September 

29th, we had another gathering 

here at The Elmira Center, and it 

was a huge success. Students, 

and faculty, rushed down the 

stairs, and onto the main floor as 

soon as they could smell the ham-

burgers, and hotdogs being 

cooked on the grill. There were 

even some vegan burgers. Yum! 

The welding instructor here at 

the Elmira Center, Cheryl Bar-

ton and Public Safety Officer, J. 

Azersky, stepped up to be our 

master grillers of the evening. 

It was a spectacular event; peo-

ple enjoyed all the delicious 

burgers while talking amongst 

friends and classmates.  

In the near future the Stu-

dent Association hopes to start 

working with the community, 

and have even more fun-filled 

events. So, make sure to stop 

by, and find out what the Elmi-

ra Life is all about!      



Press Release 
Multi-award winning local film  

“Going Up” debuts to rave reviews on AMAZON !! 

Recently released on Amazon.com, 

“Going Up” is taking the video streaming service by storm with an amaz-

ing… 

4.8 out of 5 star rating, garnering comments like: 

“  Absolutely love this movie!” 

“  Awesome movie definitely worth the watch!” 

“  An excellent, well written story.  All could relate to it…heartfelt ending with great humor 

throughout!!” 

 “  (I) Recommend this hidden gem” 

“  GREAT INDY FILM!!!!  This is a great film…I loved it.  It had me a little teary eyed.”  

Sept 24, 2015:  TIZODD PRODUCTIONS & TIMOTHY BONOMO ENTERPRISES  

have teamed up to create a wonderfully funny, and touching romantic comedy… using a combination of ex-

cellent local talent, international artists, a Grammy award winning star, and filmed almost entirely in our own 

local area.    
“Going Up” is the story of a young couple who lose touch, and on their way to a divorce attorney’s meeting get 
trapped in an elevator forcing them to face ALL of their true feelings!  What happens when love, hate, anger 

and humor are stuck together in a 5x6 foot box?  

Featured in several film festivals around the country and Winner of “Best Screen Play” and  

“Best Actress” awards, “Going Up” is now available for as little as $1.99 on AMAZON.COM!! 

Watch the Preview at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8QLtkf-6IJc 

Contact: Tim Bonomo 

Timothy Bonomo Enterprises LLC 
tympbo@aol.com 

607-346-3581 

Todd Douglas Bailey 

Tizodd Productions 

todd@tizpro.com 

585-507-3348 

  

For Immediate Release 
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The Adventures of a Sixty Year Old College Student: 
By: Susan Hillman–Donnelly 

Small talk ensued then the instructor ar-

rived...speaking Spanish, of course.  I was stunned.  My 

exposure to the language consisted of what I heard in 

movies, “Si senor” and “Hasta la vista, baby”.  To say I 

was out of my element is putting it mildly.  I thought 

an introductory language class was for people like me.  

Others in the class spoke it fluently or had at least two 

years of it in high school.  I, on the other hand, was a 

total newbie.  It was all Greek to me.  I managed to get 

through the class without crying aloud.  

     Next was the dreaded Algebra class.  In my day (we 

old people say that a lot) math and science were sub-

jects reserved for boys.  The nuns at my Catholic school 

would tell the girls that we shouldn’t worry about those 

subjects, we would not need them as our calling in life 

was either to become nuns or mothers with numerous 

children.  In high school, the male math teacher re-

marked “You’re cute, find yourself a nice man to take 

care of you.  Math is not a requirement.”   With a feel-

ing of dread, I found the correct room and grabbed a 

seat in the back.  The instructor greeted us and started 

handing out the syllabus.  I glanced at it and asked 

“Isn’t this Algebra?  This is room 208, correct?”  “Right 

room but you are an hour early for Algebra; this is Cal-

culus.”   “ Thank gawd” I muttered as I slunk out of the 

room. 

     As I headed to Starbucks in the library, I contem-

plated my situation.  What had I gotten myself into?  

For years I had been telling my kids that they got their 

brains from me, and now I had to prove it.  They both 

graduated from Geneseo with honors and one went on 

to Syracuse Law while the other is in nursing school.  

They are going to expect me to ace community college.  

So much pressure, how am I going to do this?  I don’t 

even know what to call the instructors.  Is it teacher, 

instructor, professor or Doctor?  Kind of hard to call 

someone Mr. or Mrs. when they are so much younger 

and yet calling them by their first name just doesn’t 

feel right.  Then there are my classmates; I am the 

same age as their grandmothers.  When did I become 

the oldest person in the room?   As a lone tear rolled 

down my cheek and fell into my mocha, I took a deep, 

calming breath.  I rose from my seat, grabbed my books 

and headed off to Algebra with a new resolve. I can do 

this, I can do this became my mantra.  

      Once again the syllabus was distributed and the 

instructor started reviewing integers, the xy plane and 

circle graphs.  What?!  I never even heard of this.  I 

raise my hand to ask if I’m in the right class.  I am told 

that I must have tested high enough on the assess-

     Earlier this year, on my sixtieth birthday, I decided 

to work on my bucket list.  Number one was a college 

degree.  I had retired from two successful careers but 

life got in the way of obtaining that elusive degree.  The 

time was right and I was excited.   Applying to Corning 

Community College was easy with help from the Ad-

missions Staff.  When I received the acceptance letter, I 

was overjoyed.  I immediately posted it to my Facebook 

page….no turning back now!  Comments started to pour 

in from my peers.  “Are you nuts?”  “Why on earth are 

you doing THAT?”  “Who cares if you didn’t go to col-

lege?”  I cared and I was determined to have the full 

college experience.  Weekly invitations to take ad-

vantage of the reduced housing cost at Perry Hall ar-

rived in the mail.  My husband, however, put his foot 

down…I would have to live at home and commute.  

Rats! 

     Orientation Day was an eye opener.  I arrived early 

wearing the school colors and took a seat on the bleach-

ers.  It came as no surprise that I was the oldest one 

there, I felt like an alien.  I tried to initiate a conversa-

tion with the kids sitting near me but apparently they 

mistook me for a helicopter parent that was directed to 

sit far away from her child.  I was met with mumbled 

one word answers and looks of confusion.  The guest 

speaker was very animated but his inspiring speech 

was directed at the young.  Again, I felt out of place.  

Was this an inkling of what was to come?  Butterflies 

started to flutter in my stomach.  Had I made a giant 

mistake? 

     With the start of school looming, August rushed by.  

In the midst of buying my books, supplies and new 

shoes (because that’s what we do) a rash appeared on 

my torso.  Oh no, I thought, I am so nervous I am devel-

oping hives.  I must calm down.  No matter how many 

pep talks I gave myself, the rash would not go away.  

After enduring the itch and pain that followed, it 

dawned on me; I had shingles.  Shingles is a reoccur-

rence of the chicken pox virus.  It is extremely painful 

but will clear on its own in about four weeks.  I did not 

have time to be side lined and I could not miss school. 

     The first day of school arrived.  Armed with a book-

bag that weighed about fifty pounds and an equally 

heavy purse, I was off.  On the way to my first 8:35 

class, I was stopped numerous times by students wear-

ing deer in the headlight looks asking for directions.  

When I told them that I too was a student, they just 

shook their heads and rushed off.  I was the first one to 

arrive in Spanish class.  I settled into the first seat in 

the middle row and within minutes, others arrived.  
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The Adventures of a Sixty Year Old College Student: 
By: Susan Hillman–Donnelly 

homework assignment for Wednesday is given and class 

is over. 

     I walk to my car, throw my books in the back and 

rest my head on the steering wheel.  It has been an ex-

hausting, overwhelming day.  I feel so inadequate. I feel 

so alone.   How am I going to do all this?  More im-

portantly, why am I doing this?  I should quit and go 

back to filling my days with cooking, cleaning and card 

making.  I am not college material.  I am too old.  What 

is it that they say about old dogs and new tricks?  By 

this time a feeling of total helplessness overtakes me.  I 

give up all hope of keeping the tears at bay and let 

them flow.   As I wipe my eyes and blow my reddened 

nose, that nagging voice in my head shouts “You can do 

this!”   Yes, I think, I have given birth to twins, I sur-

vived go-go boots, leg warmers and parachute pants, I 

have cared for the sick and held the hands of the dying; 

college can’t be that tough.   Just then a young man 

wearing a Grateful Dead tee shirt knocks lightly on my 

window and asks if I’m all right.  I smile weakly, and 

say, “Thank you for asking.  And yes, I think I’m going 

to be just fine.”  

ment.  I volunteer that I hadn’t the foggiest idea of how 

to solve the test problems so I merely checked the letter 

C for all the answers.  The instructor shook her head 

and remarked, “You shouldn’t have done that.”  What 

else was I to do; there was no box that said “Haven’t got 

a clue”.  It was suggested that I meet with my advisor to 

discuss options. 

     Another deep breath and on to English 1020.  Upon 

entering, I notice that the chairs are all around the pe-

rimeter of the room.  Interesting, I thought, this must be 

a test.  I sit near the window.  I am starting to experi-

ence my own personal summer – stress will do that to 

women of a certain age.  Attendance is taken and we 

play a get-to-know you game.  Tell two truths and one 

lie about yourself.  They start at the door and as it is 

coming closer and closer to my turn, my mouth dries 

out, my heartbeat picks up and I have to clench my 

hands together to stop them from shaking.  I am terri-

fied of speaking in public.  It doesn’t matter that it’s just 

a few sentences, my voice quivers and shakes, my face 

turns colors and I feel sick.  I’m not sure what I said but 

it must have been okay because now it is the instructor’s 

turn to speak.  She starts by mentioning ambiguity, 

characterization A and B, response papers and the 

MLA.   My brain goes into overdrive, what IS she talk-

ing about?  I have never heard of half that stuff.  A 

Advice Column: Caution Zone 
By: Ask Jade 

Dear Ask Jade: “A boy I like asked me to go out with him, but before that he wanted to be friends with 

benefits. What should I do?” 

 

Some boys are great. They are funny, they make you happy, and they are great to be around.  Not all 

guys are like that. Unfortunately, it seems to me that he only wants to get into your pants. If he only wanted 

to be friends with benefits before, but now he wants to “go out” with you. It seems that he is someone you want 

to be careful of. He knows that you want to go out with him, but he only wants sex.  He is probably trying to 

find a decent middle ground for the both of you and might bolt after a while. You can give it a shot. But take it 

slow and be very cautious. 

 

Sincerely, 

Ask Jade 

Please submit any general/advice questions to ccccrier@gmail.com or tweet us at 

@CrierCCC 
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What’s Even Going on With Planned Parenthood? 

By: Felicia LaLomia 

When Planned Parenthood 

comes to mind, the first word associ-

ated with it is abortion.  There seems 

to be a lot of controversy around the 

topic, especially when it comes to pro-

life/prochoice viewpoints. Many peo-

ple claim that the government’s mon-

ey is not being used correctly and it's 

not fair the taxpayer’s dollars are go-

ing towards something the American 

people are split so deeply on. With all 

these assumptions being thrown 

around, it's difficult to decipher what 

the truth is. Here’s what is really go-

ing on with Planned Parenthood. 

Planned Parenthood is a federally 

funded, nonprofit health care center. 

Margaret Sanger founded PP in 1916, 

when both contraception and abortion 

were illegal. By 1942, 400 clinics had 

been established and the U.S. was 

close to fully repealing bans on birth 

control. Two decades later, states 

started easing up on abortion bans 

and PP was in the courts fighting to 

make it completely legal. In 1973, the 

groundbreaking Supreme Court Case 

Roe v Wade and its decision made 

abortion legal across the country and 

Planned Parenthood was the first to 

offer the service. 

 PP provides a number of ser-

vices including abortions, contracep-

tion, STD testing and treatment, 

cancer screening and prevention, 

pregnancy tests and services, and 

even men’s health services. They 

also offer information on body im-

age, pregnancy, relationships, sex, 

sexuality, and sexual orientation 

and gender. They receive $500 mil-

lion a year from the government and 

79% of people served come from low-

er-middle class. Last year alone, PP 

saw over 2.7 million patients. 

Now, you might be saying to your-

self, “That's fantastic! I had no idea 

all that was offered! But what about 

abortions? And where is all the mon-

ey going?”. Well, last year, Planned 

Parenthood’s annual report stated 

abortions only represent 3% of its 

services (328,000 out of 10.6 million 

provided). This number seems 

small and many criticize it; the per-

centage does not account for the 

number of patients nor those who 

receive more than one service. 

Even so, only 12% of clients came 

in for abortions; still a very small 

part of PP. So, where does that 

huge chunk of federal money men-

tioned earlier go? That comes from 

two programs: Medicaid and Title 

X. Both of those do not allow for 

any government money to be used 

for paying for abortions. The Hyde 

amendment, part of Medicaid, and 

Title X prevent taxpayer funding 

from going towards abortions, ex-

cept in cases of rape, incest, or life 

endangerment of the mother which 

was only just added to Hyde in 

1993. 

Some of these facts may have sur-

prised you, maybe allowed you to 

take a second look at what our tax-

paying dollars go towards, or in 

some cases, don’t go towards. So 

the next time you are having a de-

bate, with whoever it may be, you 

won’t say, “What's even going on 

with Planned Parenthood?” 

Student Spin: Fall Break 

By: Crier Staff 

Crier: What are all of you doing for Fall Break? 

(Left to Right) 

Patricia (Diva) Tucker:  I'm going to New York City to shop! 

Alanna Craley:  I'll probably watch Netflix and read all week. 

Malik Cabness: I'm going home to the Bronx and hopefully I'll 

come back with a vehicle! I'm also going to spend time with 

my mom for her birthday and get my braces adjusted. 

Felicia LaLomia:  I don't have any plans yet but I might go to 

New York City. 
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The N Word 
A Film Screening and Discussion 

Co-Sponsored by the Diversity Council and 

BSK (My Brother’s and Sister’s Keeper) 

Tuesday, October 27, 2015 

12:15-1:30, Triangle Lounge 
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This fall Dave Rock-

well took two classes on trips 

to the Pennsylvania State 

Grand Canyon for a 15 mile 

hike each as part of his back-

packing class. Each year the 

class is run they go to the 

same place, so for Dave this 

was a normal route to hike. 

For everyone else besides Kal 

Rockwell it was an adventure 

most of us would do again. 

They took two vans to 

around halfway through 

the canyon trail and hiked 

towards Ansonia, PA. Eve-

ryone on the trip had 

something to say about 

their experience. 

Sara Clayberger: 

"The hike was a lot more 

than I expected. I got lost a 

few times, but I got to meet 

some really nice people like 

Mike, Tarin, and Silka. I 

would have brought a pillow 

next time though." 

Michael Brannigan: 

"Wow! What a great trip! It 

was so nice to be disconnected 

from everything for a few 

days." 

Skyler Russell: 

"Everything really hurts. Like 

really hurts. However, even 

after falling into a pit of wa-

Not All Who Wander Are Lost: 
By: Silka Jacobson-Evans 

ter, melting my shoe, getting 

lost, and debating whether or 

not mountains lions lived in 

NY or PA (which they do), it 

was worth it. And I would do 

it again without question." 

Rushawn S.: "The trip 

was pretty cool. [I] needed 

more easy mac [to eat]. Keep 

on rocking' in the free world." 

Tarin M.: "The trip was 

exciting to say the least. From 

the great views to the rough 

trails, the trip was overall a 

great time with a great group 

of people." 

Luke Campbell: "The 

trip was very enjoyable. [i'm] 

a bit sore as I have not done 

any backpacking in a long 

time. The country and trail 

was beautiful and I'd love to 

do it again." 

Chris: "The trail was 

beautiful and I found the trip 

to be a very immersive experi-

ence with the Pennsylvania 

wilderness and not to mention 

a fun and challenging hike." 

Adam Setzel: "While 

tripping over roots and rocks 

[was not fun], the entirety of 

the trip was incredible. Three 

days in the woods, watch-

ing incredible people do all 

these simple things that 

fascinated me like how 

they ate and slept. My in-

door and privileged mind-

set was slightly enlight-

ened. Very SWAG trip." 

Kal Rockwell: "What a 

great weekend for a hike." 

As you can see every-

one enjoyed the adventure of 

the outdoors even with some 

small hiccups in the traveling. 

Their were two nights of 

camping. The first night was 

a 0.7 mile hike to the 

campground and the second 

was a 9 mile hike. Everyone 

brought all their own food and 

looked on travel stoves for all 

the meals. They all made it 

back safe and sound with 

many stories to tell.  



PAGE 9 THE CRIER  FALL 2015,   I SSUE  #2  

      

       

Have a Laugh: Trumping Your Pets 
By: Crier Staff 

One of the latest fads out there is being called, “Pet Trumping”.  Animal owners are styling their pets 

hair to look like republican candidate Donald Trump. This is often done by brushing an animal and us-

ing their excess fur to  style away. Have a laugh, enjoy these photos.  
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Mass Shooting: Umpqua Community College 
By: Tim LeRoyer 

are the Single checkbox. We are Heterosexual 
checkbox. We are more, so much more. We are 
taught that religion is bad, especially Christianity; 
‘just look at all the wars it caused’ we are told. We 
aren’t told about all the good it has accomplished, 
and most certainly not about all the good the other 
world religions have brought into the world. We 
have tried so hard to be PC and Affirmative Action, 
that we have forgotten how to be empathic and 
unique. We have tried so hard to be tolerant, that 
we have forgotten how to be compassionate and 
disagree respectfully. 

 
 These mass shootings will continue, re-
gardless of what gun laws we pass, because we 
have been instilling the values which led to these 
actions within our children. The safe, easy values 
of secularism, materialism, tolerance, and silence. 
We need to be willing to be wrong, to say some-
thing that might offend, to challenge others, and to 
be challenged. We need to be learn how to be of-
fended, and yet not judge or hate the one who of-
fended us. We need to remember our fraternal, 
American identity. We are a wonderful, diverse sal-
ad; all mixed up together, and yet unique and indi-
vidualistic, fraternal and united. We are America, 
the beautifully messed up, mixed up, diverse na-
tion of all nations and peoples together as one. We 
are America. We are more. 

 Yesterday, Oct 1st, on a cool, 
sunny morning at Umpqua Community 
College in Rosewood, Oregon another 
mass shooting occurred. At least 10 are-
dead, and an estimated 7 wounded with 
3 of them critically wounded. Another 
shooting. Another unbalanced individual 
gets a gun and kills people. And once 
again, the individual targeted Christians 
for death and the rest for injury. I sup-
pose the words in my mind, and heart, 
echo Obama’s address last night: 
‘Somehow this has become routine. This 
reporting is routine. We’ve become 
numb to this.’ When did the deaths of 
fellow Americans by other Americans, 
when did mass shootings become the 
norm in America? Is it because we don’t have 
stricter gun regulations and laws, as Obama be-
lieves? Is it because we don’t have looser regula-
tions and laws, as the Republicans believe? And 
why is it that when mass shootings occur, and tar-
geted demographics are involved, it is common-
place for Christians to be the target? Why are ANY 
religious, cultural, or ethnic groups EVER target-
ed?  

 
  I don’t think it has anything to do with ac-
cess to guns, or lack of access. This doesn’t mean 
I don’t think we should figure out a way from keep-
ing unbalanced individuals with nefarious back-
grounds and/or intents from getting and using 
weapons capable of harming large groups of peo-
ple quickly. I do. I simply think it comes down to 
who we have become as a people, as a nation. 
We have numbed ourselves to violence, through 
media, through jokes, through videogames, 
through fiction, through being at war with someone 
somewhere at least every ten years our entire his-
tory as a nation. We are numb and apathetic to the 
beauty of diversity, especially when that diversity 
challenges our current state of life. We don’t view 
the Christians, Muslims, Buddhists, Atheists, Afri-
can-Americans, Hispanics, Caucasians, Men, 
Women, and LGBT individuals as beautiful, multi-
faceted individualistic citizens. We see them as we 
are taught to see them, as it is easy to them, as 
stereotypes. We are the Caucasian checkbox. We 
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Have an Opinion? 

Get it out and get paid! 

 $10 per published article 

 $5 per published photo 

E-mail articles and photos to 

CCCcrier@gmail.com  
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Riddle of the day: 
 

You walk into a room with a kerosene lamp, a candle, 

and a fireplace. Which do you light first? 

 

Answer: The Match 


