
 Fall 2015,  Issue  #1 September  21, 2015 The Crier Is Sponsored, In Part, By Student Association 

Throughout my time in this 

area, I have always heard mixed 

reviews about CCC. Some people 

think it’s an amazing little school, 

perfect for students who don’t quite 

have it all figured out. Others say 

it’s just a “transitional” school, only 

seeing the words “community col-

lege” when they look at the name. 

What the latter group fails to see is 

the bigger picture. Sure, stereotypi-

cally and in the past, community 

colleges haven’t had the best repu-

tations, almost seen as an extension 

of high school, with low academic 

standards and poor quality educa-

tion. However, there isn’t one part 

of CCC that fits that mold.  

Many students and people, 

especially those of this area, take 

what CCC has to offer for granted. 

And looking at it as someone who is 

local too, I can understand where 

that point of view is coming from. 

It’s a small college with many peo-

ple I went to high school with. 

There are small class sizes and I am 

still living at home. When you list 

all the things you see as negatives 

about going to CCC, it’s hard to see 

what’s so great about it all. Let’s 

take it one at a time. 

There is no doubt that CCC 

and Corning are small places. No-

body can really argue against that 

one, but there are some serious ad-

vantages to attending a small 

school. Think about what a typical 

class would be like if you were to 

attend, say, NYU. There, you and 

200 of your classmates would all be 

sitting in a lecture hall listening to 

a professor that will probably never 

know your name. Here, the class 

sizes are much smaller and there-

fore, you are able to make a person-

al connection with your professors if 

you chose to do so. Most professors 

will learn your face and name, and 

you will be able to go to them for 

help whenever you need. Now, I’m 

not saying there is anything wrong 

with NYU and its 200+ class size; 

after all, many CCC students trans-

fer to bigger schools after graduat-

ing and experience just that. It 

doesn’t make NYU any lesser than 

CCC. Just appreciate the personal 

connection that can be made with 

professors while still attending here 

and know that when you leave, it 

might not be as possible to know 

your professors. 

I have heard many people 

say “CCC is just like high school,” 

whilst going about my time. I al-

ways have to disagree with them. 

Sure, I’ll see fellow Horseheads 

graduates everyday while up on 

campus and even talk to them about 

how it’s going. Sometimes it’s nice 

to see a familiar face in a sea of un-

known. But for me, CCC is not like 

high school at all. There is a pletho-

ra of freedom in which I never had 

in high school. My time manage-

ment has to be organized at all 

times. Having all this extra time 

and freedom which was not given in 

high school, one would think that 

CCC would be a breeze. Quite the 

opposite in fact. Procrastination is 

not a helpful thing to carry on from 

high school. 

The diversity that can be 

seen at CCC is another major differ-

ence. People of different ages and 

backgrounds all coming here to ful-

fill a need for higher education. Just 

walking around campus, you can 

observe how varied CCC really is, 

something that I never experienced 

in high school. The abundance of 

clubs can be overwhelming yet is 

wonderful. There is a club that ca-

ters to everyone. And if for some 

reason you cannot find a club you 

want to join, you can start one! 

Whether it’s to transition to a four 

year school, enter the work force, or 

change career paths, this school has 

so much to offer. The beauty is in its 

diversity.  

I never quite understood 

why people saw it as such a nega-

tive to live at home while attending 

school. You might be still under 

your parent’s rules, which can seri-

ously suck sometimes, and you 

might not be experiencing the 

“college life” yet. But that’s okay. 

You’re saving money, not only on a 

room but food and utilities too. And 

the amazing thing about CCC is 

that if you really want to live away 

from home because you can’t bear to 

live with your family anymore, 

there’s always Perry Hall! 

 CCC is a diamond in the 

rough that many people don’t see 

for what it is: an incredible small 

community college filled with diver-

sity and opportunities to further 

succeed in the working world.  

An Appreciation for the Small Stuff 
By: Felicia LaLomia 
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Elmira Life 
By Brittany Smith  

As we say goodbye to those 

late summer nights, we welcome 

the new fall semester here at Corn-

ing Community College. What bet-

ter way to end the summer then 

attend college, am I right? Even if 

you are a first semester student 

here at CCC, don’t worry too much, 

this can be a wonderful experience. 

These next few years can be an ex-

citing new adventure for you. 

There are so many wonderful clas-

ses for you to explore over the next 

few semesters, in many different 

locations other then just on main 

campus. Corning has four other 

site locations, each holding differ-

ent, and very unique studies. Not 

only are classes held on these loca-

tions, but an abundance of student 

activities are going on each week. 

So join in on some of the excite-

ment; especially over here at The 

Elmira Center. 

The Elmira Center, or formal-

ly known as The Academic & 

Workforce Development Center, is 

not to far from main campus. Since 

we are still in the beginning of the 

semester, not many events have 

been booming. So, let me introduce 

you to some of the resourceful staff 

we have working here. As soon as 

you walk in through the front doors 

you are greeted by the most won-

derful receptionist. If you are ever 

lost in the building, she is the one 

to ask for direction. Just further 

down the hall you can find the pub-

lic safety office. An officer is there 

to inform you on rules and regula-

tions of the Elmira Center, to pa-

trol the building. and help you with 

any emergencies (or to handcuff 

you for some awesome pictures). 

Need help with your algebra home-

work, or someone to revise any of 

those pesky essays for you? Stop by 

the writing center and math cen-

ter, located just on the second floor. 

A few lovely ladies there are al-

ways willing to lend a hand. If you 

are specifically looking for some 

guidance in school, we have our 

very own counselor/academic advis-

er, Mrs. Carter. Located on level 

three, you can find her lounging in 

her office, or admiring her adorable 

feline friends. The staff here are 

just a few reasons why this build-

ing is such a fantastic little place to 

be. Come on by for some awesome 

events in the future, and find out 

what the Elmira life is truly all 

about. 



 

Presidential Forum Excitement 

By Tim LeRoyer                                                                                                                                    Continued on page 11 

The Forum with Dr. Douglas, 

the President of CCC, started 

off with great energy and some 

startling new information. We 

learned that last year, due to 

lower enrollment and retention 

of students we had a 1.5 million 

dollar deficit, and this year we 

have a 2 million dollar deficit. 

This issue does address some-

thing our Student Leadership 

has been trying to address for 

some time as well, i.e. student 

enrollment and retention. The 

core of the problem isn’t that 

we have a bad college, it’s 

great. Nor is it bad curriculum 

or faculty; we have the best 

faculty, and some of the best 

curriculum in the nation for a 

community college. I think 

that the problem is a combina-

tion of two things: One is that 

college enrollment overall in 

the nation is down. People are 

waiting longer to enter college, 

particularly the demographics 

who traditionally enter into 

community college. And two, is 

that we are a commuter commu-

nity college. This means that our 

average, if not majority, of stu-

dents are very busy. They go to 

school either full-time or part-

time, work full time and/or have 

two jobs, have to commute and 

then study, as well as try to 

maintain something of a healthy 

life and have time for friends 

and family. With all of this going 

on, college, and the college expe-

rience, often becomes simply one 
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Look Book: Peter Springer   
By Crier Staff 

Crier: What are you wearing 

today? 

Peter: Adidas Hi– Tops, an ar-

gyle sweater, a dress shirt, 

some jewelry.  

Crier: How would you describe 

you style? 

Peter: Today I wanted to look 

sophisticated. I took a shave 

too. One of my classmates 

asked me why I was so dressed 

up and I said, “Today is Mon-

day! It’s a brand new week!” 

Crier: Who are you fashion in-

spirations? 

Peter: Will Smith and that guy 

from Titanic… Leonardo Di-

Caprio! 
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Democrats 

Hillary Clinton: 

 Individual Rights 

Pro choice 

Pro Affirmative Action 

Keep God out of the public sphere-

Allow student prayer, but no 

religious instruction 

Make voter registration easier- 

Stands for public financing and 

getting money out of politics 

 Environment: 

EPA regulations not restrictive 

enough- animals and nature 

have inherent rights 

Prioritize green energy- federally 

funded sustainable clean alter-

native energy 

 Domestic Issue 

Stricter punishment does not reduce 

crime- advocate for death pen-

alty.  

Pro-gun control- less guns=less kill-

ing-2nd amendment does not 

mean unlimited rights to guns, 

must be regulations 

Wants to expand Obamacare- fix 

existing problems but keep it 

 Marijuana is not a gateway drug- 

drug policy reform- regulated 

decriminalization-Medical ma-

rijuana maybe ok; states decide 

recreational use 

  

 

  

 

 

Bernie Sanders 

 Individual Rights 

Pro choice 

Pro Affirmative Action 

Keep God out of public sphere- sep-

aration of church and state 

Make voter registration easier- pub-

lic funds should be used for 

political campaigns,  

 Environment 

EPA law needs to be stricter 

Prioritize green energy- federally 

funded sustainable clean alter-

native energy 

 Economic Issues 

Great Recession: Stimulus is better 

than market led recovery- pump 

federal money to recuperate 

from Great Recession 

Raise minimum wage 

Higher taxes on wealthy- wealthy 

contribute proportionally more 

than lower income 

Easier for illegal immigrants to ob-

tain citizenship- no Mexican 

wall 

Do not privatize social security- 

under federal control always so 

all Americans can have secure 

retirement 

 Foreign Issues 

Keep the economy here, limit trade 

with other countries, support 

American economy 

Cut back on military, limit deploy-

ment to 12 months 

 

Republicans 

Jeb Bush 

  Individual Rights: 

Pro-life- restrict abortion to health 

issues, incest, rape 

Supports Affirmative Actions- op-

poses quotas 

Keep God in the public sphere 

Opposes making voter registration 

easier: Longer time and more 

fees to see public records, No 

campaign spending limits; no 

public financing 

Economic Issues 

Great Recession: market led recov-

ery is better than stimulus-

Cutting taxes and reducing reg-

ulation= recovery 

Lower flatter taxes 

Sympathizes with illegal immi-

grants, secure border 

Foreign Issues 

Supports free trade 

Americans buy from America 

Expand/strengthen military-Increase 

defense spending to meet glob-

al responsibilities, weakness 

invites war 

Opposes American Exceptionalism-

Role in the world: military 

strength and moral clarity 

Let economy and free market works 

itself out 

 

 

 

Who Are YOU Voting For? 
By: Felicia LaLomia 
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Who Are YOU Voting For?  
By Felicia LaLomia  

Donald Trump 

Individual Rights: 

Pro life 

Affirmative action should not be 

enforced by government 

Keep God in the public sphere-tax-

funding religious organizations, 

or praying in school, does not 

violate the separation of church 

and state because America was 

founded on belief in God 

Domestic Issue 

Stricter punishment=reduces crime, 

for death penalty 

Absolute right to gun ownership 

Opposes Obamacare-get rid of 

Obamacare but find universal 

healthcare 

Economic Issues 

Great Recession: market led recov-

ery is better than stimulus- the 

government out of the economy 

will fix the recession’s prob-

lems 

High taxes on wealthy- focus on tax 

relief on majority of taxpayers 

Increase border patrol, remove so-

cial benefits for them, limit new 

immigration, focus on immi-

grants already here, -Build a 

wall 

Privatize social security- let people 

make own retirement funds 

Foreign Issues 

Do not expand free trade- import 

taxes 

Americans buy from America- 

bring jobs back to the U.S. 

These are some of the 2016 presidential 

candidates and how they feel about im-

portant issues that affect everyone. Since 

most students and faculty are eligible to 

vote is the 2016 elections, The Crier has 

decided to fill you in on a few of these 

facts in order to promote educated vot-

ing.  

 

Obviously, There are many more candi-

dates and issues to consider when voting 

for president. Check out 

www.isidewith.com/political-quiz to 

take a detailed political quiz that can 

help you determine which candidate you 

side most closely with. Be and educated 

voter and help change the world. 

 

 

Public Service Announcement: Lost and Found 
By: Megan Pradichith 

When you lose an item, 

the first thing you do is back-

track and search for it. If you 

couldn’t find it, you should either 

go Public Safety or ask around. 

That’s what is I did when I lost 

my water bottle in the girls bath-

room at the commons. But when 

I asked the custodian, she in-

formed me that she usually finds 

lost items in the trash—and that 

was where she eventually found 

my water bottle. And she was 

nice enough to sanitize it before 

handing it back to me, so I am 

very thankful to her.  

After this experience, I 

decided to write a public service 

announcement about lost and 

found. If you find a lost item, you 

should take it Public Safety in-

stead of throwing them in a 

trash. That is where people are 

advised to go to report lost items. 

You have to take into considera-

tion that some of these items 

could be very important and that 

there are those on campus who 

may suffer from anxiety issues 

when it comes to the situation. 

You should be always careful not 

to forget your things. If you do, 

there is a chance that it may 

gone forever.   

 

 

 

So please be careful and 

mindful.  

 

http://www.isidewith.com/political-quiz
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Stress Relief 

By Morgan Ace 

“Stress”, this is a word that 

all college students know all too 

well. Between studying, writing 

papers, learning new math equa-

tions, trying to remember facts for 

that test that's coming up, work, 

and trying to also balance our per-

sonal lives; college students have 

come to understand this word ex-

tremely well. Though what many 

may not know is how this stress 

affects our bodies. According to 

WebMd, stress can lead to 

‘headaches, upset stomach, elevated 

blood pressure, chest pain, and 

problems with sleep’, and we all 

know how much we are already 

lacking sleep as it is. Now these 

may seem like little side effects of 

living a life of stress and anxiety (or 

as most of us call it, a normal col-

lege life), but over time stress can 

weaken our immune system, and 

leave us more susceptible to illness 

and disease. 

Now that I have given you a 

reason to stress out about how you 

are already stressing out, I would 

like to give you some things that 

you can start doing right now to 

help you calm down and take a 

breather. Some things that you can 

start doing right now to better re-

lieve stress within your life is: 

Get 8 hours of Sleep Eve-

ry Night: I know this may seem 

impossible, but I promise with prop-

er time management you can do it! 

Try getting all your homework 

done in between classes, or right 

after you get home from school. 

Set an alarm that goes off at a cer-

tain time every night at your cho-

sen bed time. When that goes off 

go to bed! No ifs, ands, or buts 

about it! Sleep is extremely im-

portant, and simply lacking it can 

cause your body to start to feel 

stressed. 

Get Moving: By working 

out at least 30 minutes a day you 

are not only improving your physi-

cal health, but you are also im-

proving your mental health. Exer-

cising regularly helps to release 

‘happy endorphins’ which can help 

to fight against depression, and 

helps to release some of that stress 

you are feeling. 

 this yummy smoothie: 

 

Eat Healthy: I know that pint of 

Ben and Jerry's seems to be calling 

your name, and healthy food might 

seem unappealing, or out of your 

budget, it is possible to afford 

healthy food and enjoy it. Check 

out http://www.leannebrown.com 

for yummy inexpensive meal ide-

as. Also try adding stress-fighting 

foods like avocados, blueberries, 

almonds, oranges, spinach, and 

oatmeal to your diet. All things 

that are both either cheap, and/or 

can be found at the college cafete-

ria. Remember that you are what 

you eat; so if you choose to eat 

that fat and sugar filled Chubby 

Hubby it might not make you feel 

too great later. So next time that 

slice of pizza is calling your name 

reach for the healthier option in-

stead, like this yummy smoothie: 

 

Blueberry Avocado Smoothie 

 

1-3 Large Bananas 

2 cups of frozen blueberries 

¼ -½ an avocado 

1 cup of fresh spinach or kale 

½ cup orange juice 

 

Place all items in blender and 

blend on high until completely 

smooth. Place in a large mason 

jar and you have yourself an on 

the go stress less, refreshing, and 

can’t forget delicious healthy 

snack or light meal. Enjoy! 

 

    So now that you know how to 

cut out some of your stress out of 

your life I hope that you found 

some of these ideas helpful, and 

try to include these practices into 

your everyday life so that you can 

relax a little more than be stress-

ing out. 

http://www.leannebrown.com/
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Pentatonix: Angles to the Ears 
By Michalya Fulkerson Bennet 

With the release of their new single 

“Can’t Sleep Love” and their highly 

anticipated new album coming out 

October-16th, Pentatonix is chang-

ing the way a capella 

is viewed in the music 

industry. Pentatonix 

is a five-person a ca-

pella group from Ar-

lington Texas. They 

first graced the music 

scene in 2011 after 

winning the 3rd sea-

son of The Sing Off.  

Along with winning 

$200,000 they also 

won a recording con-

tract with Sony Music 

but were quickly 

dropped from their 

label. Worst. Deci-

sion. Ever. Pentatonix, or PTX for 

short, held their ground and upload-

ed videos of them covering popular 

songs to YouTube, which earned the 

band over 7.8 million subscribers 

and thousands of fans worldwide. 

The fans call themselves Pentahol-

ics. I am very proud to be one of 

them. RCA records saw the band’s 

potential and quickly signed them 

to their record label. In the years 

that followed, PTX sold over 2 mil-

lion albums in the United States 

alone and had a platinum selling 

Christmas album entitled That’s 

Christmas to Me. It’s finally ok to 

listen to Christmas music in Sep-

tember, but only if it’s PTX. In addi-

tion, they created a docu-

mentary entitled “On My 

Way Home” and this past 

February won a Grammy 

Award for their Daft Punk 

medley. Which was well de-

served. Along with releasing 

a new album, they just fin-

ished touring with Kelly 

Clarkson on her Piece by 

Piece tour. Their music is a 

true delight to hear. With all 

the over-edited, over auto-

tuned, and computer-

generated music, it is highly 

refreshing to listen to music 

with such an incredible, raw, 

and pure sound. Pentatonix is defi-

nitely worth your time. I am greatly 

excited for their new  album! 

Finding Neverland: The Show for Everyone 
By Katie Deneen 

For this theater goer, only two 

Broadway productions have blown 

me away in every aspect: Wicked 

and Finding Neverland. Finding 

Neverland, based on the book and 

movie, tells the true story of Sir 

James Matthew Barrie and the 

inspiration behind his world fa-

mous story Peter Pan. Going into 

the production I was worried 

about how enjoyable it would be 

due to the children characters, 

however, all worries and doubts 

were blown away the moment the 

kids, ranging in age from eight to 

twelve, started singing. With the 

task of performing a very heavy 

set mood it could be expected of 

these young children to crack un-

der pressure and give a subpar 

performance. However, they not 

only prove that theory wrong but 

they also give a performance that 

easily stands on its own against a 

majority of the adult actors that I 

have seen perform on Broadway. 

The low-spirited mood set by the 

story line is made easily more en-

joyable through cheery songs and 

the promise of always finding your 

own Neverland. Diane Paulus and 

the cast and crew of Finding 

Neverland are able to provide a 

lighthearted, meaningful story 

that is worthwhile to see. If given 

the opportunity and you are inter-

ested in seeing a production that 

will take you on an emotional jour-

ney while wowing you with a great 

soundtrack, amazing sets, incredi-

ble talent, and more, spoil yourself 

with a trip to see Finding Never-

land on Broadway.  
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 As a senior in high school I 

got accepted to Clarkson University, 

SUNY Buffalo, and SUNY Oswego 

all for majors in some sort of tech-

nology. When I tell people this the 

first thing they ask is “Then why are 

you going to a community college for 

business?”, and I always give the 

same answer. I didn’t get into these 

colleges because of my grades, I 

graduated with a 2.7 GPA, I got in 

because I was in two technology 

clubs, an officer in both, and I did a 

lot of community service. Because I 

didn’t have stellar grades 

and my parents com-

bined made over 

$100,000 a year, I didn’t 

qualify for grants or 

scholarships. My parents 

may have seemed like 

they could afford college 

for me, but FAFSA did 

not take into account 

number of kids my par-

ents had, though it does 

ask how many were cur-

rently attending college, 

or how much they them-

selves were in debt. My 

parents, between adopt-

ing and their birth children, have 

eleven children, could you imagine 

how much it would have cost them 

to put us all through college? So I 

put aside my plans of being a tech-

nology education teacher or an engi-

neer. I went into business admin-

istration because I knew that I 

would have to pay for college myself, 

and I didn’t want to be $100,000 in 

student debt once I graduated.  

 USA Today reminds us 

that the average debt students grad-

uated with in 2014 was $33,000. If 

you choose to go to a private school, 

or even some state schools if you live 

on campus, such as Cornell or 

SUNY Binghamton, the amount of 

debt could be as much as three 

Free Education 
By LaTawnya  Edick 

times higher than that.  

Student debt is one of the 

largest problems for many people in 

the United States and President 

Obama knows this which is why he 

has announced an $80 billion plan, 

over ten years, which would allow 

eligible students to attend communi-

ty college free for two years. The 

Huffington Post lists eligibility re-

quirements as follows: 1. the stu-

dent must be enrolled at least half-

time, 2. a 2.5 GPA must be main-

tained, 3. steady progress towards 

completion must be made, and 4. 

the parents/students adjusted gross 

income must not exceed $200,000.  

 The biggest criticism that 

the plan has been receiving is from 

states that don’t want to have to put 

up one-quarter of the necessary 

funds, which would be $20 billion, 

towards the programs. Some leaders 

believe that the money should be 

put towards more Pell grants. To me 

adding money to grants is a fine 

idea, but I didn’t qualify for Pell 

grants until this semester and I only 

qualified now because I got married. 

My parents had not given me any 

money or paid for any of my school-

ing since I graduated high school in 

2013, but I still couldn’t qualify be-

cause the government still consid-

ered them responsible for me. The 

grants are based on income whereas 

Obama’s plan is more focused on 

student performance. Not only 

would this help more students like 

me who are kind of in the grey area 

when it comes to financial aid, but it 

will also boost grades overall if stu-

dents know that doing well means 

that they get to attend college for 

free.  

Another criticism that has 

come up is that tax-

payers will have to 

pay more taxes. Ac-

cording to the Tax 

Policy Center there 

are about 242 million 

adults in the United 

States, and all pay 

taxes in some way, 

the average taxpayer 

would be paying 

around $333 per year. 

It seems worth it to 

me, especially since 

the average taxpayer, 

according to Bill-

Moyers.com, pays over $3,000 in 

taxes to defense every year.  

The pros of Obama’s plan, 

even if I don’t get the chance to en-

joy it, are worth it. Attending a com-

munity college first is a great idea 

as the system stands now to help 

reduce costs, but it is still not 

enough.  I do not think that anybody 

should miss out on opportunities 

just because of the rising cost of ed-

ucation. If somebody is eager to 

learn, then they should have a way 

to do so that won’t put them at a 

financial disadvantage so early in 

life.  
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Film Review: Star Wars Episode IV  
By Crier Staff 

With the Star Wars hype that has emerged with the 

announcement of the new film “Star Wars: The Force 

Awakens” I decided it was time to give the franchise a 

chance. I have never seen the original trilogy, mainly 

due to the fact I had seen the prequels as a child and 

had found those films boring and unexciting. To this 

day the only movie I ever slept through was one of the 

Star Wars prequels. But being a science fiction fan 

and considering its astronomical following, I watched 

the first film in the series “Star Wars Episode IV: A 

New Hope.” Simply put, I was underwhelmed and 

even disappointed with what I saw. 

 My first and biggest complaint with the cult 

classic would have to be the lack of emotion shown by 

the actors. More specifically, the actors Mark Hamill 

and Carrie Fisher who played Luke Skywalker and 

Princess Leia respectively, I feel they did not meet my 

expectations as far as a believable performance is con-

cerned. For one, when Luke Skywalker sees his Aunt 

and Uncle burnt to a crisp right in front of him, he 

does not even shed a single tear, he simply stares off 

with a brooding look on his face. The same for Prin-

cess Leia, her home planet was decimated right in 

front of her, and her reaction is no better than Luke’s. 

Not a single tear shed by any character in a film with 

mass slaughters and genocide on a planetary scale? 

That is simply unbelievable and only serves to make 

the characters less relatable. 

 My next concern with the movie lies with the 

severe lack of interesting fight scenes. You would 

think a film set in a war torn futuristic galaxy with an 

evil empire and a rebellion set on destroying their 

oppressors would have the potential for fantastic bat-

tles. Yet sadly, this is not the case. Sure there are la-

ser blaster battles, but I hardly call watching someone 

stand their firing a gun entertaining. The light saber 

battle between Obi-wan Kenobi and Darth Vader I 

found very uninteresting. The first mistake with this 

fight scene is that there is no background music to set 

the tone for the audience. Instead we are treated to 

the sound of the constant “clack clack” of their light 

sabers (sure does get old after a while). Also, the final 

battle scene where the rebels attack the Death Star is 

one of the most monotonous final battle scenes in a 

movie that I’ve seen in a while. Half the scene is B-roll 

of spaceships going through the trench and aiming 

software on computer screens. This scene definitely 

could have gotten cut down a little in editing (and 

with a two hour runtime, they definitely should have).  

 To the films credit, it was marketed to little 

kids so intense emotion and great fight scenes were 

out of the question. So if you’re a in your late teens/

early twenties and haven’t seen Star Wars yet, I 

wouldn’t recommend it. The movie series, in my opin-

ion, is for little kids and adults with nostalgia.     
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“Black Lives Matter:” A Defense of a Movement 
By Dr. Christine Atkins 

In addition to the history of slavery, police brutality, 

and segregation, African-Americans have also been 

targeted by a racist justice system that imprisons 

African-American men at rates much higher than the 

rate for whites, despite the fact that white men are 

more likely to commit drug crimes than people of col-

or. Consider the following statistics compiled by the 

NAACP: 

 African-Americans are incarcerated at nearly six 

times the rate of whites. 

 African Americans now constitute nearly 1 mil-

lion of the total 2.3 million incarcerated population. 

 According to Unlocking America, if African Amer-

ican and Hispanics were incarcerated at the same 

rates of whites, today's prison and jail populations 

would decline by approximately 50%. 

 One in six black men had been incarcerated as of 

2001. If current trends continue, one in three 

black males born today can expect to spend time 

in prison during his lifetime. 

 

 

Unfortunately, to counter the statement “Black Lives 

Matter” with the declaration that “All Lives Matter” 

is to refuse to acknowledge how black men and wom-

en are being incarcerated and murdered at alarming-

ly disproportionate numbers by the hands of the 

State. It also constitutes a refusal to take responsibil-

ity for or to acknowledge the reality in our country 

that the lives of black people, historically and recent-

ly, simply don’t matter as much as those of whites. 

Hopefully in the future, my Black Lives Matter tee-

shirt will become irrelevant, once African-Americans 

stop being the targets of a biased justice system. Un-

til that time comes, I will continue to wear it proudly! 

It seems like whenever I wear my new “Black Lives 

Matter” T-shirt, there is no shortage of people telling 

me that the shirt’s message would be improved if it 

read “All Lives Matter.” Unfortunately, the critics of 

my shirt are missing several key points about its 

message and fail to recognize why a “Black Lives 

Matter” movement is so urgent at this historical 

juncture.  

Rather than being an inflammatory anti-white mes-

sage or a declaration that the lives of African-

Americans are more significant than those of Anglo-

Americans, the phrase, just like the 

#BlackLivesMatter movement and the protests that 

support the cause, are merely pointing out that Afri-

can-American lives should matter as much as the 

lives of white people. The legacy of black people’s lives 

being devalued has its origins in our country’s ugly 

history, one in which black slaves were considered 

3/5th of a person, were brutally murdered simply for 

fighting for the right to vote, and endured brutality 

at the hands of white people well into the 20th centu-

ry due to Jim Crow laws. 

When people question the need to state the fact that 

“Black Lives Matter,” I wonder whether or not they 

realize that over 3,400 African-Americans were 

lynched in the post-Civil War, Reconstruction period. 

Do those who question the necessity of this move-

ment know that lynchings of black men were consid-

ered a photographic sport for white people who sent 

postcards of the public murders they attended to 

friends and family members? 

The grim reality is that in far too many cases the kill-

ing of unarmed black men and women—from 

Trayvon Martin and Michael Brown to Eric Garner, 

Walter Scott, and Sandra Bland—the failure to pros-

ecute or properly investigate the crimes makes it 

clear that black lives do not matter in our culture. As 

TV host Larry Wilmore has pointed out, “The fact 

that we live in a world where black people have to 

strategize so they’re not brutalized by police is in-

sane.” 

On September 3rd the New York Times Editorial 

Board underscored the fact that Black Lives Matter 

activists “are not asserting that black lives are more 

precious than white lives. They are underlining an 

indisputable fact — that the lives of black citizens in 

this country historically have not mattered, and have 

been discounted and devalued.” 



Advice Column: #GarlicBeardProbs 
By Ask Jade  
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Dear Ask Jade: Sometimes I eat food, like garlic, and I can’t get the smell out of my beard. What can I do to fix this? 

@scaringladies24/7 

 

Dear @scaringladies24/7: I understand how that could 

be a problem. It could be that you’ve been eating too 

much garlic, and it’s seeping out of your pours. In that 

case, just accept that you may be not be getting any 

dates, but you’re also safe from vampire attack. Howev-

er, if it’s just in your beard, then you could do what my 

great-uncle always did: rub lemons on his face. It may 

seem weird, but it works; especially if constant sham-

pooing isn’t helping you out. 

Sincerely, 

Ask Jade 

Please submit any general/advice questions to 

ccccrier@gmail.com or tweet us at @CrierCCC 

Presidential Forum: Continued 
By Tim LeRoyer  

more thing to check off the to-do list. If time at 

college is no more than simply another job, 

then it is easy to get demoralized and drop out, 

to transfer out rather than finish your degree, 

or to take time off when life gets in the way of 

education.  

The things that make college the experience of 

a lifetime, where one meets life-long friends, 

perhaps a future spouse, and is molded into a 

new, better individual is having that full col-

lege experience. What is that, if it’s not simply 

attending classes and doing homework? It is, as 

impossible as it may seem with our time con-

straints and obligations, sacrificing the time for 

extracurriculars, attending student life events, 

joining a club/organization you are passionate 

about or will help your future career, and 

watching or playing a sport, intermural or oth-

erwise. It is a community experience. This then 

is the crux of the problem. We, as a college, 

need to put the community back into our com-

munity college. This is not just the role of staff 

leadership; it is the role of our faculty, and of 

us as students, maybe even mostly our obliga-

tion as students. Life is always at our throats 

trying to bring us down, or keep us from great-

ness. A person has to fight tooth and nail to get 

out of life all that one can, and to achieve that 

greatness we all have within us. That potential 

for greatness, not simply learning subjects, 

comes about when we make education, a full 

life experience rather than simply a part of our 

lives. We have to fight to get from our educa-

tion everything it has to offer to us as citizens, 

individuals, and students. Once we are able to 

work as a community, with our community, for 

our community, whether in college, corning, or 

the tri-county area, only then will we see our 

FTEs skyrocket, our financial problems melt 

away, and this college turn from a really good 

college into the nation’s best. 



Have an Opinion? 

Get it out and get paid! 

 $10 per published article 

 $5 per published photo 

E-mail articles and photos to 

CCCcrier@gmail.com  
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Across 

2. Once you pop, you can't stop     

4. Hot bowl for a cold day 

6. Yankee delight 

8. Frozen treat 

9. Protein supplement 

 

Down 

1. Starbucks specialty 

3. Delicious and round 

5. English breakfast 

6. Coffees friend 
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Riddle of the day: 

 

The beginning of time and the end at the last, 

Beginnings of thirst and the end of a drought, 

 

What am I?     Answer: The Letter T 


