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“Fag, Dyke, and 

Homo”, as you may have 

noticed, have been plastered 

around campus lately. These 

words were not aimed to 

offend but to merely grab 

your attention. Once your 

attention was directed away 

from those words, onto the 

poster, you probably noticed 

that the poster was not an 

advertisement for a homo-

phobic event but for an 

event aimed at starting a 

discussion about these 

words and how they effect 

people. The student club 

EQUAL, who also put the 

World AIDS Day event 

together, organized this 

event as well. EQUAL is 

the name of C.C.C.’s new 

gay-straight alliance. 

The event took place on 

March 6th in the Triangle 

Lounge and the featured 

speaker was Erik Libey, the 

Associate Director of LGBT 

services at AIDS Care 

Rochester speaking. The 

presentation was opened by 

the president of the College, 

Dr. Douglas, who gave a 

speech noting how EQUAL 

is an “Important initiative 

on our campus in terms of 

being [an] LGBT friendly 

campus.”  

Erik started his talk by bla-

tantly admitting how “gay” 

a person he is. It is talk like 

this, that makes his presen-

tation different and even 

more relatable than other 

speakers’ presentations. He 

followed up his coming out 

to us with some “Basic 

LGBT terminology” which 

he also calls “Gay 101.” 

This educated the audience 

on what the term LGBT 

stands for (Lesbian, Gay, 

Bisexual, Transgendered) 

and what those words mean, 

technically speaking. Libey 

next asked the audience 

“What are the names we 

have traditionally used to 

refer to gay people?” He got 

responses from the audience 

ranging from “faggot” or 

“dyke” to “cocksucker” or 

“butt pirate.” 

 At the beginning of the 

presentation surveys were 

handed out that asked ques-

tions like “I was raised in a 

family where being gay was 

considered wrong or bad 

[Yes or no]” or “When I 

from the feedback I have 

heard about the event from 

friends Eric’s presentation 

made an important impact on 

many students. The EQUAL 

club plans on continuing its 

campaign for equality indefi-

nitely. Watch for EQUAL 

and a small camera crew the 

week leading up to the day of 

silence (April 16-20) in the 

entrance to the Commons. 

They will be filming a “It 

Gets Better” campaign video 

with the input of fellow stu-

dents. With the wake of this 

presentation in full force, let 

ignorance be no more. Let 

this be the start of a new era 

for students who identify as 

LGBT. Let this be a new era 

for allies who support the 

LGBT cause. Let this be the 

start of a more progressive 

campus.  

“That’s So Gay” A Presentation by Erik Libey  
By Maxwell 

March 13, 3012 

hear about discrimination it 

bother me [yes or no].” The 

surveys were collected and 

then handed out to different 

people at the end of the event. 

Eric then asked audience 

members to stand up based 

on the answer on the paper in 

front of you. The one ques-

tion that seemed most signifi-

cant was asking if people 

thought CCC was a safe and 

accepting campus for the 

LGBT community. Only a 

few answered no and what 

Eric pointed out was that 

those people who answered 

no were probably members of 

the LGBT community. The 

talk ended on that note, a 

somber one.  

The event was a success with 

the Triangle Lounge filling 

almost to capacity. Judging 



If you wish to accord the respect 

due to the man who brought Chris-

tianity to Ireland and drove the 

snakes from that fair land, please 

call him either St. Patrick, or if you 

wish to not call him that, use Paddy 

but not, I beg you, Saint Patty or 

Saint Paddy.  Patty is not a name 

that the Irish normally use. Paddy is 

When you are out there 

having a good time with your green 

beer and corned beef and cabbage, 

please give a thought to poor St. 

Patrick.  Not an Irishman by birth, 

St. Patrick is, nonetheless, the pa-

tron saint of Ireland and of all those 

who wish they were Irish for the 

day – and sure, why wouldn’t you?  

the diminutive for Patrick.  So, 

here’s to my patron saint, St. Pat-

rick, and may you enjoy your St. 

Patrick’s or Paddy’s Day. 

Student Spin: What Are Your St. Patrick's Day  Plans?  

A Plea For Saint Patrick’s Day 
By Marie Hannan-Mandel 
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Angela Reffit: 

"I'm going to a 

bar to create    

shenanigans !"  

C.J. Vine :  "I'm 

probably just 

going to dress all 

in green." 

Brie Goudreau: "I'm 

to Baltimore to drink 

green beer."  

Seth Kehr: "I'm 

going to drink a 

Shamrock Shake 

and chase snakes 

out of Ireland!" 



“I, myself, have never been 

able to find out precisely what femi-

nism is. I only know that people call 

me a feminist whenever I express senti-

ments that differentiate me from a 

doormat or a prostitute.” 

Women’s reproductive rights 

are being attacked by Republicans and 

the religious rights, and these are rights 

that pertain to a woman’s health and 

which are very, basic human rights.  I 

applaud President Obama and his ad-

ministration for standing up to pressure 

from the Roman Catholic Church and 

some social conservatives by protecting 

contraceptive coverage or millions of 

women who work for religiously affili-

ated employers. On January 20th the 

Obama administration preserved these 

women’s rights. Universities, hospitals 

and some charities associated with reli-

gious institutions will have to comply 

with the Affordable Care Act and offer 

insurance coverage of contraception. 

This is putting family planning into the 

reach of all. Now this is what I call 

family values.  It is ideal that children 

live in a home where they are wanted 

and where their parents can give them 

adequate food and shelter.  As we all 

know when Maslow’s hierarchy of 

needs is met then individuals can reach 

their higher potentials.  

Furthermore, it should not be radical to 

think that a woman should have control 

over her own body without the control 

of patriarchs. When women’s health is 

government-mandated on what we can 

and cannot do, by men at that, the un-

derlying message is that women cannot 

make their own choices for their bodies 

and therefore lives.  If a woman is reli-

gious she is free to make her choices 

accordingly. Also, if a woman is not 

religious she should have the freedom 

to choose as well.  I do not see how 

religion is being attacked by the Obama 

administration, like some conservatives 

are saying.  Religion is a personal 

choice; the degree to how little or much 

the individual follows their religion is 

also a personal choice. Not all Catholic 

women abstain from using birth con-

trol. On NPR just this past week it was 

stated most Catholic women actually 

do use Birth Control. I know this is true 

of the Catholic Women that I know. 

Also, women of many faiths work for 

institutions with religious affiliations. I 

happen to have Muslim and Jewish 

parents and I identify as an agnostic, 

but I have worked for a Presbyterian-

run Pre K.  

No one is telling individual women to 

take or not to take birth control.  But 

common sense tells one that birth con-

trol is a wise choice for some people. If 

a woman choses to use it, it’s no one 

else business. This is an issue that af-

fects all our lives if you have wives, 

girlfriends, mothers, sisters, daughters, 

female friends, etc. Why should women 

be degraded by being treated as if they 

shouldn’t be allowed to make choices 

like to take birth control or not? Many 

republican candidates are running on 

this anti-choice, anti-woman rhetoric. 

What is life without the freedom and 

liberty to makes one’s own personal 

choices according to ones higher self? 

Life becomes existence and a struggle 

at that point. Whatever happened to the 

pursuit of happiness is it only for men? 

Or is it for all Mankind? As part of the 

Human family I appeal that we con-

serve women’s reproductive rights, 

they are human rights.  

On cable television a new reality genre 

has emerged, the preppers.  “Doomsday 

preppers,” as they are known, spend their 

waking hours preparing for all manners 

of global chaos.  Electric magnetic 

pulses, super volcanoes, and world war 

motivate these fatalists to prepare for the 

impending catastrophe.  Mass Effect III 

reaches stores this week.  The latest in-

stallment in Revelations realized video 

games.  This societal trend manifests an 

immediacy tendency amongst us.  This 

trend fosters instant gratification and the 

abandonment of planning, personal in-

dustry and goals. 

Our culture seems to increasingly wallow 

in superficial dross.  Anti-intellectualism 

dominates as political parties and national 

leaders descend into linear landscapes.  

Personal agendas and virulent relation-

ships dominate Washington D.C.  The 

This is going to take more than 

forty characters.  I am alarmed and frus-

trated by the popularity of fatalism.  Our 

country and planet seems engulfed with 

the specter of impending catastrophe.  I 

am not certain if it is subtle Mayanism or 

the commercialization of doom.  Ulti-

mately, it does not matter.  The prevailing 

sense of apocalypse is toxic and in need 

of challenging.   

Some of the most popular television 

shows celebrate the fatalist agenda.  The 

Walking Dead foretells a post-zombie 

apocalypse world.  The strength of the 

show is the realistic depiction of this 

nightmarish potentiality.  In the literary 

world The Hunger Games has been trend-

ing for months.  This story of a ravaged 

United States centers on a macabre com-

petition between districts for food stabil-

ity.  It will reach the theaters this month.  

climate has turned our nation inward.  This 

political burlesque contributes to our life 

lethargy.  It is time to reclaim inspiration.  

It is time to own our future. 

In hockey and basketball they keep a statis-

tic.  It is known as your plus/minus score.  

It does not consider who is the best shooter, 

most talented player, or any personal statis-

tic.  Instead, the measurement indicates 

whether your team benefits from your time 

in the game.  Does your team gain or lose 

points/goals when you are playing?  So 

many intangibles determine a player’s ef-

fectiveness.  A plus/minus score is a com-

mentary on the selflessness of a player’s 

contributions.  We all need to evaluate our 

current life plus/minus score.  Engaging 

society with sincerity, integrity and curios-

ity are simple ways to improve our score.  

Fatalism is an intoxicating drug.  What is 

your plus/minus?  

Women’s Reproductive Rights ARE Human Rights 

By Yasmin Shariff 

What is Your Plus/Minus? 

By Sky Moss 
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Women have been competing 

in professional motorsports since 1976. 

Since May 30, 1976, women competing 

in motorsports has been a very contro-

versial subject in the motorsports fan 

base, practically the male fan base. 

These fans feel that women should not 

be allowed to compete due to one rea-

son or another. Should women be al-

lowed to compete? After all, mo-

torsports is traditionally a mens’ sport. 

The answer is yes! Women should be 

allowed to compete in motorsports be-

cause they provide much needed spon-

sorship money to the race teams, they 

bring exposure to the sport, and women 

can be successful as racers. 

Some are quick to argue that 

women should not be allowed to com-

pete in the sport of motorsports. Why, 

might you ask? With only a few wins 

the fans are fast to dispute calling that 

success. On the other hand, if a male 

was to compete on a top racing series 

and only won a few races, or even none, 

very little is made of it. The reason for 

criticism is because women drivers are 

going against the norm, so there is al-

ways going to be critics. Others argue 

that some of the female racers in the 

sport are only there due to their sex ap-

peal, and they have not really had that 

much success. They feel that females 

are degrading to the sport because of the 

sex appeal they have and how they use 

it. For example, Danica Patrick has 

posed in sexually suggestive positions 

in the past and uses her good looks to 

help sell products to race fans. One ex-

ample of this that comes to mind is her 

Peak Antifreeze commercials, where 

she is always dressed in sleeveless shirts 

and tight jeans. In addition, the com-

mercials always end with her saying 

“When you peak, you win”. However, 

there is some truth to that statement, 

because sex sells, and that is part of the 

reason that women are successful in 

motorsports. They have the ability to 

sell a product, and that attracts sponsors 

to them and the sport.  

Sponsorship money is key to 

the sport of motorsports, and woman 

brings sponsorship dollars to the table. 

A clear example of this is Danica Pat-

rick, and her relationship with her sponsor 

GoDaddy.com. Patrick, who currently 

drives full time on the NASCAR Nation-

wide Series, has been sponsored by Go-

Daddy.com for a number of years. Go 

Daddy who has recognized the marketing 

capabilities of Danica Patrick and what 

she can bring to their company by being 

sponsored by Go Daddy. Bob Parsons, 

CEO and founder of GoDaddy.com, was 

quoted in the article “Go Daddy Inks New 

Deal With Its Fastest Go Daddy Girl – 

Danica Patrick” “No other celebrity 

brings it all to the table like Danica.” For 

a company like GoDaddy.com to pay out 

the millions of dollars to sponsor Patrick 

on a regular basis says a lot about what 

woman can bring to the sport, and the 

loyalty that GoDaddy has for Danica. 

Parsons knew that sponsoring her Nation-

wide stock car would be a great marketing 

platform for his company to reach out to 

NASCAR fans. Parsons, who once stated, 

“If she decided to move into ice skating, 

I'd go with her” demonstrates Go Daddy’s 

commitment to supporting Patrick.  

Besides all the sponsorship 

money Danica Patrick brings to mo-

torsports having GoDaddy.com as a spon-

sor, she brings tremendous exposure as 

well. Voted the Nickelodeon’s Kids’ 

Choice Award Winner for Favorite Fe-

male Athlete of the Year in 2008, Danica 

has a huge fan base. A large fan base like 

Danica’s brings a great deal of exposure 

to motorsports. Danica has also appeared 

in the Maxim magazine’s “Hot 100” list 

for multiple years. She has even been on 

the cover of Sports Illustrated magazine 

multiple times, and in multiple Super 

Bowl commercials that advertise Go-

Daddy.com.  

Patrick got her first start in 

2005, becoming the first female driver to 

ever do so in the historic event. She went 

on to finish fourth that day. On April 19, 

2008 she also became the first woman to 

ever win in a professional open wheel 

race in Motegi, Japan. After her big win, 

the Washington Times newspaper quoted 

Danica: “I think it’s just showing that 

we’re capable of doing anything. And 

vice-versa: There’s so much more gender 

crossover now than there ever has been. 

So I really just believe that I’m part of a 

really big picture.” Danica, along with all 

her fellow female drivers, proved to the 

world that woman can be successful in 

motorsports. 

Women bring sponsorship money, 

exposure, and success with them, 

proving that woman should be al-

lowed to compete in motorsports. 

All these factors have proven time 

and time again to be successful 

with men in the sport, and it is no 

different when females compete in 

the sport. Whether it is sponsor-

ship, exposure or competitiveness, 

women bring a lot to motorsports. 

This includes having the same de-

sire to win as everyone else on the 

track. So let them compete. They 

might just impress you with their 

talent on the track. 

Women in Motorsports 
By Cory Backer 
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Take the  

Dignity and Respect Pledge  

 

http://dignityandrespect.org/takepledge_corning.php 

 

Corning Community College is committed to promoting a  

diverse and inclusive environment by fostering a culture that values 
individuals' unique characteristics and provides  

enriching opportunities for students and employees to learn from one 
another. 
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@ Soul Full Cup, Market Street, Corning 

*Free beverages & snacks with CCC ID 

Cool Kids presents:  Dancing Bear Puppet Theater 

Saturday March 24, 2012 @ 10am in Commons 

For children  of all ages!! 

Any ?’s contact: Student Life @ CCC 962-9476 

** All programs sponsored by APC 

Wednesday, 

March 21st 6-8 pm 



As of August of 2011, CCC has 

put in place a Smoking/Tobacco Free 

Policy.  The guidelines and procedures 

are available from Public Safety. Many 

students have a problem with this policy. 

CCC was lenient about enforcing this 

policy all last semester and for almost 

half of this one. Now they are starting to 

enforce the policy. Well, this all comes 

back to a mutual respect issue. Many of 

the students in the past did not respect the 

designated smoking areas that CCC had. 

They smoked wherever they wanted to, 

and just threw their cigarette butts on the 

ground instead of throwing them in the 

garbage. I have heard some people say 

that they pay to go to CCC, so they 

should have the right to smoke on cam-

pus. We are here to get an education, and 

that is what we are paying for. Smoking 

is not a right. It is a privilege, and be-

cause of the people in the past breaking 

the rules, that privilege is gone. Now that 

CCC is enforcing the tobacco ban on 

campus, everyone who smokes just needs 

respect this and go off campus. Many 

might say that I do not know what I am 

talking about. Well, I am a smoker and I 

know that it is the policy and I go off 

campus to smoke.  I do and other people I 

know do. It’s important to remember that 

there are penalties for breaking this pol-

icy on campus.  As the Enforcement Pro-

cedures guidelines state, “Violations of 

the Smoking/Tobacco-Free Policy by 

students will be treated as violations of 

the Student Code of Conduct.”   

Violation of the Student Code of Con-

duct may result in one or more of the 

following sanctions: 

Letter of Warning: Warning that future 

violations could result in additional judi-

cial action. 

Social Probation: Restriction from par-

ticipation in student sponsored activities. 

Disciplinary Probation: Prohibition or 

restriction from participation in College 

and student sponsored activities and/or 

buildings. 

Suspension: Removal from college prop-

erty for a specified period of time. 

Expulsion: Permanent removal from all 

college property. 

Now please remember that the 

men and women of the public safety are 

not the ones who put this policy in place. 

But it is their job to enforce it.  Do not 

take out your frustrations on them.  It is 

not their fault. Ask yourselves this, would 

you like it if someone came into your job 

and took his or her dislike of a policy out 

on you while you were doing your job to 

enforce them? Try to show the safety 

officers the respect that you would want 

to be shown. 

The fact is, neither rape nor HIV/AIDS 

are laughing matters. Statistically, college 

age students are most likely to encounter 

sexual assault in all its forms and are 

most likely to experience dating violence. 

The Joyful Heat Foundation reports that 

one in four college age women will be 

sexually assaulted by the time they gradu-

ate, and that every two minutes, someone 

in the United States is sexually assaulted. 

Victims can be men or women of any 

age, race, social class, appearance, or 

sexual orientation.  

 Furthermore, it is estimated that 

more than one million people are living 

with HIV in America today. Of that num-

ber, approximately one in every five peo-

ple have not yet had their infection diag-

nosed. Although today people are living 

longer with HIV due to the use of combi-

nation antiretroviral therapy, there is no 

cure. It is important to get yourself tested 

regularly.  

 This semester, please use re-

spect when responding to a writer’s block 

so that everyone can enjoy them and they 

can continue to be used in the future.  

 

With weather warming up, the 

writer’s blocks have returned. For stu-

dents who don’t know, these are the black 

podiums located across campus with indi-

vidual questions and chalk for students to 

provide their own response and responses 

to others.  

 In past semesters, the writer’s 

block topics have included some adult 

topics such as domestic violence, equal 

rights, and HIV/AIDS awareness. Unfor-

tunately, they have also resulted in replies 

that were inappropriate or offensive. With 

the return of the public forum, it should 

be noted that anything written can be 

anonymous and is protected under free-

dom of speech. That being said, common 

courtesy and respect should be applied.  

 Last semester, many students 

were appalled by one particular response 

and our inbox was flooded with com-

plaints and letters to the editor. Because 

of the nature of the topic, we did not feel 

that it was appropriate to print any of 

those letters or to publish what had been 

written. However, it is my assumption 

that the offensive message was written 

immaturely and intended to be humorous.  

**If you have been the victim of domes-

tic violence or sexual assault, services are 

available through Corning Community 

College by contacting public safety, 

health services, student counseling, or 

any individual you trust.  

For more information on domestic vio-

lence or sexual assault please visit 

www.joyfulheartfoundation.org  

For more information on HIV/AIDS 

awareness and prevention please visit 

www.avert.org  

The No Smoking Policy at CCC 
By Roland C. Brown 

The Return of  Writer’s Blocks 
By Kelsey Johnson 
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I had taken it for granted that we are 

not prejudiced as a society, especially 

in what most Americans assume is the 

most civilized part of the world.  Yet, 

I have found out about something that 

harkens me back to the horrible times 

in the 50s when we hated others for 

being different.  I remember a group 

of white men in a black and white 

photo, standing together with their 

rifles held proudly in their arms.  

What was wrong?  A black man was 

hanging by the neck from the tree be-

tween them as if he were a deer they 

had just killed. Some may consider it 

may be silly and small-minded to 

make an issue out of prejudice against 

a breed of dog, but it gets out of hand 

when hundreds of pit bulls get slaugh-

tered like in July of last year. 

Those of us who have met any dog 

breed does not have a problem with 

them, provided they have been raised 

properly.  All dogs are dangerous if 

allowed to be.  Citizens in large cities 

have been attacked by packs of feral 

dogs for decades.  What's the differ-

ence?  A dog is a wolf when it is 

starving.  A predator still is a predator 

even if it has been altered by years, or 

centuries, of breeding and mutation by 

environment.  A Chihuahua will still 

bite you if it is feral, because it must 

fend for itself.  A Pekinese has been 

known to eat its owner if left with no 

food after the owner has died.  Should 

we slaughter them? 

The only real reason that most preju-

diced people are fearful of pit bulls is 

the fact that, other than the hyena, 

they are one of the only canine species 

that has the jaw power to break bone. 

However, you don't see pit bulls drag-

ging their owners out of houses, tear-

ing at them like wolves at a deer, do 

you?  The times a pit bull has mauled 

someone's face are times that the pit 

bull was from a bad home or made to 

participate in dog fights.  Most dog-

fight breeders do not ever give their 

dogs affection, and work to make the 

dog aggressive, to ensure the killer 

instinct is at the forefront.  Sometimes 

they fail, and that dog becomes a prac-

tice target for the fighters.   

But that still doesn't make this right, 

does it?  What’s the worst part of this 

picture?  The mass slaughter did not 

occur 50 years ago, or even 20 years 

ago, when we were less educated.  It 

occurred in Denver, Colorado, in July 

2011, in the 21st Century!  Are we 

that uncivilized?  All I can say to them 

is, “How could you?”  Were the pit 

bulls coming at them en masse, like a 

horde of ravenous monsters?  Most 

likely, they were led to their deaths, 

meekly following or being led by 

those who killed them.  If we as a spe-

cies can conceive of this, what is 

next?  

Are we to see a reversion to the hatred 

an d  p r e j u d i c e  o f  t h e  5 0 s , 

“McCarthyism” and shouts of “Kill 

the Commies!”  except now it would 

be pit bulls?  In what way and where 

are these poor animals dangerous?  

You may say, “It's just a little thing.  

Stop making a mountain out of a 

molehill.”  A MOLEHILL?  Hundreds 

of the same breed of dog slaughtered 

because of its reputation in illegal 

dogfights?  And if you still insist on 

referring to the scattered accounts of 

people mauled by pit bulls, research 

Cesar Milan.  He has found that the 

major reason dogs overreact to people 

and bite them in the face is when they 

are invading an insecure dog's space.   

If you continue to question what I am 

saying, watch a few episodes of Pit 

Boss or Pit Bulls and Parolees.  Not a 

single animal ever gives the impres-

sion they are dangerous.  Compare 

them to the description given by peo-

ple citing reasons for hating pit bulls.  

A 3-foot tall man with skeletal de-

formities would be in danger sur-

rounded by the animals they describe, 

yet “Shorty” Rossi has 6.  Shorty runs 

the agency called Shorty Wood and 

Shorty's Pit Bull Rescue.  There was 

only one scene where they were wor-

ried about being bitten and because 

the dog was so neglected it never had 

attention or a leash in its life.  They 

had the dog on a leash and tame 

within 10 minutes.  I challenge any pit 

bull hater to find footage of an unpro-

voked attack on Pit Boss or Pit Bulls 

and Parolees. It’s not right to punish 

these animals because of what their 

owners make them do. 

Are We Civilized, or Are We Still Backwards, Ignorant, Prejudiced 

Racists? 
By Charles Arndt 
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idea away and moved on with their 

lives. Exactly three years later, they 

finally decided it was time to test 

their comical hypothesis. The nug-

get was then submitted to E-bay, 

and it received an astounding reac-

tion from viewers. Bids started 

flowing in while the amount of bid-

ders exceeded over 60 invested in-

dividuals.  The bid began to rise 

higher and higher until finally 

reaching a hefty £5,000. It is evi-

dent that sometimes, things that 

seem to have little meaning can ac-

tually make a world of difference, a 

difference to your bank account that 

is! CHA-CHING! 

Can you believe it? I have 

heard countless fascinating stories 

in my lifetime, but this one over-

rides them all. Chicken nuggets that 

look like people and sell for thou-

sands of dollars, WHAT?! A story 

that is currently raving the head-

lines and one in particular, “TNT 

MAGAZINE”, reaches out to the 

world with a story that is shocking 

millions. A woman by the name of 

Rebekah Speights made a trip to her 

local McDonald’s in Dakota City, 

Nebraska. She ordered her food; 

one of the food choices clearly in-

corporated chicken nuggets. When 

she arrived home to her husband, 

she picked up a nugget to indulge, 

when to her surprise she notices 

that the chicken nugget looked 

VERY similar to George Washing-

ton.  The couple laughed and joked 

about putting the chicken nugget on 

E-bay but soon after brushed the 

Chicken Nugget Resembles President 
By Isaac Miles 
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result of the tsunami itself. Many 

are asking whether this was a re-

sult of collusion between regula-

tors and energy giants, who rather 

than heeding warnings of the like-

lihood of a larger than normal tsu-

nami, suppressed such studies so 

as to save the costs of providing 

countermeasures to such a disas-

ter. Whether this was as a result of 

lack of foresight or something 

more sinister, it is a sobering re-

minder of the dangers of nuclear 

energy. For a small country like 

Japan, the Fukushima disaster 

may constitute a massive blow to 

production and housing abilities, 

 Sunday marked the one 

year anniversary of the tsunami that 

hit Japan and caused the Fukushima 

Reactor to melt down following a 

critical coolant failure, 

 “Fukushima is the biggest 

industrial catastrophe in the history 

of mankind," Arnold Gundersen, a 

former nuclear industry senior vice- 

president. A year later, much of the 

area surrounding this and other fa-

cilities have become uninhabitable, 

and will remain so for a great deal 

of time to come. There are as many 

as 90,000 refugees displaced by this 

disaster, in addition to the tens of 

thousands of dead and missing as a 

causing this one tsunami to have 

negative effects for generations to 

come. While we in America are 

less prone to tsunamis, and gener-

ally build our nuclear power sta-

tions some distance from densely 

populated areas, it is important for 

us to take note of Japan’s plight 

and ensure that all our plants are as 

safe as is possible – we have 

enough to worry about without nu-

clear fallout polluting crops. 

The 2011 Japan Tsunami, One Year Later 
By Sebastian Swanton 



know a few people on campus who have 

canes and do not use them all the time. 

Are they to be suspects too?  You know, 

if it was a gun or a knife then I could 

understand – but a cane? Give me a 

break! Sometimes people are too nosy for 

their own good.  I think everyone should 

just mind their own business and we 

should just be very careful before we go 

spouting crap about other people.  Some 

people are just too ready to jump to con-

clusions and be in other people’s busi-

ness.  Just stop and think before you act; 

you never know when you will be on the 

receiving end some day. 

This pet peeve is from a fellow 

student who was appalled by an incident 

that happened on campus.  A woman, 

who has very bad knees, keeps a collapsi-

ble cane in her book bag in case she 

needs it.  Someone saw the cane in her 

book bag and went to Public Safety and 

claimed that the woman had a lethal 

weapon by having a cane in her book 

bag.  The woman was stopped and had 

her backpack checked by Public Safety – 

what an embarrassment – and then was 

let go.  Come on people: just because she 

was not using the cane at the time, does-

n’t mean she didn’t have a need for it.  I 

Okay, I’ve said my piece now. There is 

something I want to give everyone a heads-

up on.   The smoking ban is now going to 

be strictly enforced.  Your first offense will 

be a verbal warning, the second offense 

will be a written warning, the third offense 

will be an expulsion from school grounds, 

and the fourth offence will be an extended 

expulsion.  The word is you are not to con-

front the smoker yourself, so please be 

smart and don’t try to police the campuses 

yourself, leave it to the campus security to 

deal with the problem.      

PENNY’S PET PEEVES 
By Penny Kelley 

With their debut album Aim 

And Ignite, fun marked their pres-

ence as an indie pop band with 

some interesting roots. With a 

sound that varies from song to song, 

ranging from simple rock sounds to 

simple piano ballads to songs with 

horn parts, their range is as unique 

as their name (fun., with the lower-

case ‘f’ and the period at the end). 

With their latest album, Some 

Nights, fun. continues to show their 

range in musical taste. However, 

many of the sounds are different on 

this album, most likely due to new 

influences.  

Some Nights appears to be a con-

cept-album. The first track, “Some 

Nights Intro,” sounds like an open-

ing to a musical. Other songs, such 

as “We Are Young,” contain so 

much emotion in their lyrics that 

they almost seem like they’re lifted 

straight out of a musical. The mar-

riage between lyrics and music con-

tinues throughout the album, creat-

ing almost a perfect album. 

Almost perfect. There are a few 

songs on the album that I don’t like 

very much, one of which, “It Gets 

Better,” is easily summed up by the 

opening lyrics, “What have we 

done?  Oh my god.” While the title 

and the lyrics of the song offer a 

plea, in my opinion, it doesn’t get 

better. 

The track after that, “Why Am I 

The One” is wonderful. Perhaps 

that perception is shifted by the sub

-par track that precedes it, but it 

really is great. This song is one of 

the places where you can clearly 

see an influence. The piano part and 

the melody that the vocals follow in 

the chorus lend themselves to the 

music of Elton John. The chorus 

just begs to be belted out at the top 

of your lungs in a “I can’t hit those 

notes, so I’m not even going to try” 

kind of way.  

The next few songs are clear exam-

ples of another influence seen in 

Some Nights. These tracks, as well 

as many others on the album, con-

tain Hip Hop drum beats, an inter-

esting mix for many of the tracks. 

The result is a great sound.  

The next song, “One Foot” is yet 

another one of those low points. To 

be honest, it is my least favorite 

track from this album. I don’t find it 

terrible unbearable, however, more 

often than not, I just skip over it 

while I’m listening to the album. 

The next track, “Stars” has its high 

point in the lyrical content, contain-

ing references to songs from Aim 

And Ignite, while the music has a 

more electronic feel to it, ranging 

from a dance song, to a slow elec-

tronic ballad-type song. 

The album’s bonus track, “Out On 

The Town,” is one of my favorites 

on the entire album. In both lyric, 

content, and music, the song resem-

bles the Lady Antebellum song 

“Need You Now.” It tells the story 

of the singer feeling lonely, going 

to the home of someone, presuma-

bly a previous lover, and wanting to 

interact with them again. 

This album is one of my most an-

ticipated releases this year, and it 

definitely lived up to my expecta-

tions. While it does have a few 

down points, its high points are per-

fect, considering how good the ma-

jority of the songs are. I give this 

album a 9 out of 10. 

Fun. Some Nights Album Review 
by Alex Cooper 
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Kony 2012 
By Kelsey Johnson 

The Die Hard Liberal    
Is it Liberal to Get a College Degree? 

the night and forcing them to take 

arms, killing and disfiguring the 

very communities they were taken 

from. It is reported that the L.R.A. 

is responsible for more than 30,000 

abducted children in the last 26 

years.  

 While the Invisible Chil-

dren organization claims that it is 

making Kony famous in an effort to 

raise support for his arrest, many 

criticisms have grown up. Many 

news outlets claim that Kony 2012 

is a propaganda attempt to encour-

age troops into Uganda so that the 

US can exploit oil reserves there. 

Others, such as the ‘hacktivist’ 

group Anonymous, consider it to be 

a brainwashing attempt to distract 

the American people from issues at 

home during the election year.  

 While “Kony 2012’seems 

to be a goodhearted attempt to util-

ize the technology of the 21st cen-

tury and connect people as global 

citizens, it has yet to be exposed if 

this really is political propaganda or 

the inspiring movement everyone 

hopes it to be.  

The 30-minute documen-

tary, Kony 2012, is a viral campaign 

of the Invisible Children organiza-

tion aimed at publicizing the 

world’s top world war criminal, 

Joseph Kony in an attempt to en-

courage American forces to aid in 

his capture.  

 The Invisible Children or-

ganization has been working for the 

past nine years to “end Africa’s 

longest running armed conflict.” 

The Lord’s Resistance Army, led 

by Kony, is a rebel group that has 

long plagued central parts of Africa, 

specifically Uganda. The L.R.A. is 

notorious for “recruiting” new 

members by kidnapping children in 
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lege in higher numbers? The answer 

to the first question is the answer to 

contradictory politics in any situa-

tion, no. When you look at our list of 

current shock-Jocks the two who 

jump out at me the most are Ann 

Coulter (Cornell) and Laura Ingrahm 

(Darthmouth). These two went to 

two of the most liberal schools in our 

nation yet stuck to their 

“conservative values.” Is there any 

reason why they have to attack uni-

versity campuses? Well when a 

movement wants to retain its vision 

as a populist movement, it is a popu-

lar move to attack intellectuals as 

elitist. To some it defines conserva-

tism as a staunch wall against preda-

tory elitism, which in any other way 

would be difficult for a movement 

backed and funded by the 1%.  To be 

honest, I smell a sense of despera-

tion, for the right keeps changing 

the subject almost daily, ineptly 

attempting to keep their constitu-

ency ignorant of the real world. 

Why is it okay for the fellows who 

work in the Cato Institute to spew 

ideology in their criticism of Social 

Security? But when Think Progress 

or Media Matters bring up the obvi-

ous contradictions of Republicans 

opposing the payroll tax cut the Re-

publicans cry “Bias.” I have a mes-

sage to the right: not everything is 

liberally biased, unless you believe 

that factual information from the 

economy can only come from 

sources such as Mitt Romney or 

Fox News.  If it was not for univer-

sities and public higher education, 

the US would not be an industrial-

ized nation built on the backs of 

millions of workers. 

 Lately the national debate 

has centered around two things: 

contraception and the liberalism of 

college campuses. It seems like we 

here at the Crier have fuelled that 

debate itself by publishing other 

writers and me. But what exactly is 

conservatism on a college campus? 

Anybody who attacks a student for 

getting higher education does not 

understand how our economy flour-

ished under the hundreds of thou-

sands of engineers, doctors, writers 

– the highly trained and specialized 

workers. So now the debate has 

turned to universities, or as many 

have taken to calling them “liberal 

indoctrination centers.” To truly 

take this argument apart you have 

to ask yourselves two questions. Is 

it Liberal to get a college degree? 

Also, do Liberals tend to go to col-



Have an Opinion? 

Get it out and get paid! 

 $10 per published article 

 $5 per published photo 

E-mail articles and photos to 

Ccccrier@gmail.com  

Several events are taking place on campus in the month of March. Here are a few you may want to mark your calendar 

for. 

  

*March 14- Note Taking Skills, Triangle Lounge in COMMONS, (12:15pm - 1:30pm)  

PIZZA and SODA are provided while students learn more about successful note taking in a “fun, interactive discussion.” 

Part of the “Surviving College” Learning Strategies Series. 

 

*March 16- St. Patrick’s Day Give-Aways, COMMONS, (7:30am until gone) 

Grab a paper SHAMROCK in the Commons, then go turn it in at Student Life for a PRIZE. Your shamrock could be 

worth anything from a candy bar (everyone gets something), to CCC apparel, meal cards, gift cards, or one of several 

other prizes. Take a shamrock and test your luck! First come/first served. Students only. Sponsored by APC. 

  

*March 21- Coffeehouse-CCC Karaoke, Soul Full Cup, (6pm-8pm) 

An APC-sponsored karaoke night at Soul Full Cup Coffeehouse, 81 West Market Street, Corning. Enjoy a night of CCC 

students flexing their vocal muscles, and showing off their talents. Free beverage and snacks with a CCC ID.  

  

*March 28- Pizza with the President, Airport Corporate Park, (12:00pm - 1:00pm) 

Join Dr. Douglas for FREE pizza and beverages at Airport Corporate Park (T102). It‘s a chance for students to get to 

know our new President, and give her a chance to get to know us too!  

  

*April 18- Pizza with the President, Criminal Justice Complex, (12:30pm-1:30pm) 

If you miss the first chance, (or just want another one), Dr. Douglas will be doing another “eat-and-meet” with students 

at the CRJ Complex (J106). FREE pizza and beverages will again be provided. 

Campus Events 
By Rashelle Herrick 
By Rashelle Herrick 
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crierprizes@gmail.com (today’s photo from Sebastian Swanton) 

 


