


CHIEF EDITOR 
Joshua Lanz 

ADVISOR 
Dr. Patricia Murphy, D.A. 

STAFF WRITERS 
Andrew Hookway 
Kattie Bespalko 
Kevin Bertholf 

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 
Teresa Washburn 
Delia Webster 
Matthew Kambic 
Tammy Martin 
Anthony Esposito 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Meaghan McCollumn 
Alisha Ingerson 

LAYOUT & DESIGN 
Erin Jones 
Joshua Lanz 

SECRETARY 
Rajeswaran N R 

~.com 
The Factory Times is now available online at: 

www.sunyit.edu/-ftimes 

CURRENT AND ARCHIVED ISSUES 

EXCLUSIVE ONLINE CONTENT 

PHOTOJOURNALISM 

CAMPUS CANDID PHOTO GALLERY 

STAFF INFO 

SUBMIT ARTICLES ONLINE 

www.sunyit.edu/-ftimes 

Publication Guidelines: 
The Factory Times is published monthly and is funded through adver
tising revenue and a portion of the mandatory student activities fee. 
It is written, designed, and published by the students of SUNYIT. No 
part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form 
or by any means, except as may be expressly permitted in writing by 
the Chief Editor. The Factory Times staff meets every Tuesday from 
2-3 p.m. in Donovan G 159. ftimes@sunyit.edu. 315.792.7426 



I 
IOo:lt; Ill)'~ ... oisit 10 lto:l< L~t ort.oolsbr. Lh>tout< Jill...s.S.Ita 

~o;~~~.;:-l:~ .... ~~ ~:~.lldJ;;~·.~::!~ ,.:. c: _-c,cc:~; -=:_ 
o M a"""'llilli:lt,bcl )'W,LO,odOOI-ro<>J("'Nd) 
,,., . , d••<lld il btf~ oky>n,nd•,..,....,., ..... .... ~l 

p. i"'-• tll<y "-••· ..... .... . Q •-=~ 
l•~........,l.,.,. • lol. no-~l)lruia&. 

ilo:n:i...,•.dlk>i)•"'""dc>oo Flno~. l..-otlo•llo•.....,.,.,.• llkpoP' 

Llis •itt.Ctu<a o.:<.,.-l•:dy lud IOiocd fcwlli<IUioloh btpro(5100f 
nl>mifo.td o!<JI"''' ""l""' Pl<f'""""- L• 'olll rd lo,.rl<w. l lhm <Jic k oa 
}lo.dil'llqh•••"~l"""'" .,~ lloc,...Cm.,.(ollli,. U ido•O)'"'" 
ho tlor ti ... ...,..td.IO,..W<Hlot l "'...,.lAlrolod)' 

btl""di<~<cOtllkm. l •c • bloo 
1-!ovl"'....,;, ,;..,pto.. n;p. U. tho .. ~ fo cz- • "\kilo il o r.ol bo.li"'""' 
rNddl< .,tW i •do:•~·V·>••tc""'- thl ,...yht 1 ....,.d.,' t "-'• .. ~ .. 
•t" "'"" ,_ "bo!>l;. ; .. n .... !Milc~&at.nttd:i•ti>• ""~~o.t 
l-"'"- llkr•oo opol••~olld iiW:t.lflotiOoiut<n,.htral ot._ 

A Song of Ice and Fire: A Game 
ofThrones ,,,, .. ,. on-..... .Wt,- I.'" '"J • .t"'"'J 

Wanting f\1.9!~ 
G""oii'Olooelho!&n- •OO'll l l.IIC ... ·•ilt--t;,,"',.J ,..» .. ~••ll• .. .... r .. ~~l')'~> 

.,.c«Dr-d t CUK>J t,;r..._ G<ttt ('nHf.U.. "'"" ""' .. ,...,.flt>n>e<O, .-d ( •il•.-f> 
;.lion lk.'"'illlll ""'-. ll}-ur<~t.at~ t# l lm••~• Enoily.-rrht-ir k l"<)' "' ot.c rc n 
ii-Ho<f>W.y, t .. ~ifo .. ......! . i10 .,d,._..r ,......,m..s ~~I(' .... UIIII it. 

.,-u}r(--u.J it> Oo.l'fW:b! ...:ll~· thc'*~-obo: o."" 
ioo.iof"")' ..-..d< l ••nt-JIIl)''fl<'l ~l)' C'J o.-Nntbditdfn:nC• .. ~ hftti~•?n6tr6ii-P'I'f ' lfl:· 
r ... ,...y_I>J:ttoilll..,. .. alltf' _,•. l! n>lt-< at_lo.'>,.,..,., 
-..ll!ir.o.l"'"' f'*""'l4>1 s,r.,.;. ll•t ll1 ~~"'a!l:tr.,..Y,......h..U 11. _..,,;, .r.,.• - v. 1 "'"" "''~• r .... , 
~.i:lfKi. llu. l :w-o o lloll~<'>Cl) · .....,o ufl04Hict bn'. ~f).<lluthl«- <hi1l..., lbon i U.·r, 

:=:;::.=:z,.~"~ ::.:-,, .. , "')' ~~~ :::.~::,:: •:-.~~;.~:·~:..~r.:: 

ISSlg 
~ ,,, 

• 

cam us 

Interview with Chris Detlef, Student 
Association Freshman Senator 
lloltnh•JfrrAioJrnt'*"'*-:1' 





s students, we learn a 
multitude of things. From 
Business Management 
to Computer Science, we 
are constantly filling our 
brains with information 
to lead us toward a bigger 

and brighter future. But what about learn
ing ways to manage the amount of stress 
we have when it's time for our finals? How 
do we handle our stress? Are there other 
ways in which we can study to lessen the 
amount of stress we are under? 

Is there a way us to learn how to handle 
stress during finals week? And if so, what 
we can do to eliminate some of the amount 
of stress that we take on during finals 
week? Advice from SUNYIT's professors 
and counselors offers us some insights on 
how to study for our finals and how to han
dle some of the stress that is brought on by 
impending finals. 

Most of the professors I have had the op-
. portunity to speak with on this topic have 
the same advice for students. Dr. Orilio, 
professor of Advance Finance and Finan
cial Problems of the Business Management 
Department believes one way to combat 
stress is to attend class. "Be prepared and 
be ready to take the final. Exams are 100% 
reflective of what is covered in class. I test 
what I teach." Dr. Orilio also states that stu
dents who do not attend class on a regular 
basis miss important information that will 
be covered on the final exam. To combat 
stress, Dr. Orilio stresses the importance 
of being prepared in advance. "Come to 
class and take good notes from the start." 
Dr. Orilio ads "Look at finals as one short 
chapter in the semester. If you are a good 
student up to the week of finals, students 
shouldn't have anything to worry about." 

Professor Phipps, who teaches Genetics, 
Evolution and FRC 103, also believes that 
the key to reduce stress from having to 
study for finals is to prepare earlier for the 
exam right from the start. " ... Start study
ing early. It really did help." Professor 
Phipps also believes that rewriting notes 
may also help students process the infor
mation that will be covered on the exams 
they are taking. Professor Phipps' advice 
is to share notes with other classmates and 
to study major themes first. ''Think about 
what the professor may ask, and make up 
your own exam and answers to practice. 
If you are really stuck and confused, go 
see your professors. They're nice people. 
They'll help." 

Some professors, such as Dr. Laura Anne 
Weiser-Erlandson of Biology 101 .and In
sects and Society (Bio 122), provide stu
dents with review sheets for the exams. 
To help students with any questions, Dr. 
Weiser-Erlandson also holds extra office 
hours and appointments during the week 
prior to the exams. Giving the students a 
list of suggested study topics is another 
way to preparl? her students for the exams 
one week in advance. Dr. Weiser-Erland
son says that, "If students understand all of 
these questions and study their notes, they 
should do well on my exam." She believes 
that each student should "Put yourself in 
my place: If you were the professor, what 
questions would you ask to make sure that 
your students understood the materialpre
sented? Make a list and answer them." 

To deal with the stress caused by exams, 
Dr. Weiser-Erlandson suggests, ''This is a 
nice campus with good nature trails-take 
30 minutes and go for a walk (yes, even 
when it's snowing), by yourself, along the 
trails or at a local park if you don't live 
on campus. Try to observe what is around 
you to take your mind off of studying for a 

while. It is very relaxing." 

There are several different ways students 
can prepare for finals and handle the· stress 
caused by finals. Anita Janen, a counselor 
at SUNYIT, states "Start preparing for the 
final at the beginning of the semester by 
learning information on the finals, taking 
notes on the information that will be cov
ered on the final are ways that will decrease 

. the amount of stress since students will not 
cram information in at the last minute." 

The counseling department at SUNYIT 
offers both time management and stress 
management workshops. Anita also states 
that students should figure out if the stress 
is getting in the way, preventing them from 
studying, affecting them in a negative 
way, and affecting their interpersonal re
lationships. If the stress is doing this, then 
there are counselors that will gladly help 
and give ways to deal with the stress. The 
counselors talk about the reality of the sit
uation and teach the basics on how to han
dle stress. Anita explains, ''There are deep 
breathing methods used, taking frequent 
five to ten minute breaks from studying or 
finding small distractions to concentrating 
on other things are other ways to handle 
stress." She also says, "Getting enough 
sleep and eating right also prevents stress 
on the body as well as the mind." 

With this advice, we should have more 
than enough to keep in mind on how to 
combat stress while preparing for our ex
ams. Keeping in mind that professors are 
there to help, not just add to the stress, is a 
key to surviving finals week. 
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took my first visit to Rate 
My Professor today, as I'm 
writing this. Now, I've heard 
a lot about this site, but 
haven't checked it before. 

I was missing out on a lot. 

There is so much that you can do on 
this site. Chances are, somebody has 
submitted a report on your professor. 
And if they haven't, you can easily 
be the first. 

Navigation is simple. Right in the 
middle of the index page, you choose 
what state your school is in. Then, 
you are taken to a page with all of 

the schools in that state listed. Select 
your school, and you're off. A stag
gering number of professors awaits 
you, to find out how good (or bad) 
they are, and what strong (or weak) 
points they have. Let's do a quick 
run-through rating. 

First, I went to the bottom of the page 
to look for the initial of the professor 
I wanted to review. I then click on 
the professor (all hints of identity re
moved, to protect the guilty). Already 
before clicking on them, I see a blue 
sad face- which is a good indicator 
that maybe I shouldn't have taken 
their class. After clicking on the link, 
it takes me to a large number of stu-

dent reviews. A comment similar to, 
"You '11 hate the class and your major," 
is a bad sign. Oh, ouch, monotone like 
Ben Stein. My review isn't needed 
here- others have certainly done the 
job- but one more voice in the crowd 
doesn't hurt (well, doesn't hurt pro
spective students looking at the site). 

Right at the bottom, you click a but
ton labeled, easily enough, "Rate My 
Professor". You rate "Easiness" on a 
scale of 1-5. The next two 1-5 scales 
will effect the smiley face that's put 
next to the professor's name: "Help
fulness" and "Clarity". After that, 
there was "Interest in the class before 



taking it", as well as wheth
er they're still teaching and 
''Appearance: Gust for fun)". 

Then at the bottom, you click ''Add 
New Rating". You're 
done! Your rating has 
been added, and you pro
fessor is now rated even 
worse than before- or, if 
you were lucky, better. 

If you can't find your pro
fessor, it is very easy to 
add a new one. Click "Add 

views of a professor, you have to pay 
for a membership. $10 for one year, 
or even $15 for two, is out of the poor 
college student's price range. Usual
ly, the first seven reviews are enough, 

New Professor" right at the "'?'"=-=~~ 
top, then fill out a form of 
first name, last name, and 
department. You can then 
rate that professor, though 
it's not a necessity. 

There are also some ad
ditional things. A FAQ, 
of course. There are also 
discussion forums. And 
perhaps the greatest is the 
"Funniest Ratings" page. 
"His class was like milk, 
it was good for 2 weeks," 
"Emotional scarring may 
fade away, but that big fat F on your 
transcript won't," and "Not only is 
the book a better teacher, it also has 
a better personality," are some of the 
gems here. 

Unfortunately, Rate My Professor 
needs to stay up somehow. If you 
want to see past the first seven re-

but it'd always be good to be able to 
see more. 

At the end of the day, Rate My Pro
fessor is a very easy to use website 
that is very helpful. At the end of the 
semester, I expect the site to be get
ting a lot of hits as students look at 
what sections they have available and 

try to find the lesser of two evils. 
Navigation: Like a charm. I had ab
solutely no difficulty in finding what 
I was looking for. 29/30 
Content: You can find almost any 

professor here. If you can't find 
them before taking the class, be 
brave and take it. Hope for the 
best. Then let us know how good 
or bad they are. Additional bits 
bring a smile to your face. Too bad 
you have to pay to see all of the 
reviews. 26/30 

Aesthetics: Looks good. A very 
basic layout, not flashy and dis
tracting. Ads in spots can hurt the 
eyes, but for the most part, they're 
unobtrusive. 18/20 

Fun Factor: From props for one 
professor to mercilessly bashing 
the next, you '11 find a smile on 
your face. (Whether it's from hap
piness to pure dang nasty evil is up 
to you- and what professor you're 
reviewing.) 9110 

Addictiveness: You aren't going 
to come back and check every day, 
but it should be a resource when 

you pick new classes. End of the 
year, you should check it more, but 
in the middle of a semester, not so 
much. 7/10 

89% 
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Crossword Puzzle . 
Down 

1. This person is the lead singer of GREEN day 
(2 words- include space in puzzle) 

2. This emotion is represented by the color GREEN 

3. The GREEN, grouchy character on sesame street 

4. This element of GREEN tea has many health benefits 

5. This band sings a song called GREEN eyes 

Across 

6. GREEN Peace is an organization that protects this 

7. What precious gem is GREEN 

8. This allows leaves to be GREEN 

9. What beverage is GREEN on St Patrick's Day 

jOIN US FOR THE 
2005 SLAVIN MEMORIAL PROGRAM 
"The Great Gatsby: Portrait of an Era in 

Words and Music" 
Time: 2:00 pm 
Place: SUNYIT Auditorium 
Date: May 1, 2005 

F. Scott Fitzgerald Literature by Diane Matza 

Music by Monk RowJ" 
Free Admission 

Honoring Cynthia and 
Sid Slavin who were 
among the founders of 
·Mohawk Valley Institute 
for Learning in 
Retirement. 

~~---~, 
1 MVIlR\ Sponsored By: 
' .~-y, ,w ··· ,, The Slavin family and MVILR \J~ ®- -~~ (315) 792-7192 
~ .... "~/ vilr · d I --._~.-- www.m .suny:tt.e u 



Wanting More 
Genealogy. Just the utter- story. I know she was married to my 

ance of the word gets my Great, Great Grandfather who was 
juices flowing! I know, it 11 years older than her. I know she 
sounds cheesy, but it's my divorced him and got re-married ... 

way of connecting to a world that is and I know she died young - she 
out of my reach. I started my quest for was only 49 when she died from 
my genealogy with my maternal line. Cancer. 
l was fascinated. So fascinated, in 
fact, that I am a card carrying member Her granddaughter, my grandmoth
of Ancestry.com, where I can search er, was named after her. My daugh
census, birth and death records. ter was named 

As I search through crumbs of 
priceless information, I think 
of the real lives these women 
had. Did they have any idea 
that one day their Great, 
Great, Great Grand
daughter would be 
on a quest to learn 
more - to learn a 
bit about them? Did 
they even think about 

. the concept of their 
"family line"? 

Was my great, 
great, grand
mother happy 
being a dress
maker, living in 
Syracuse in 1900? 
Did she have an edu
cation? What was she 
like? I know pieces of her 

af-

by Teresa Washburn 

ter my grandmother, and later I found 
out also means after her. I'm happy to 
carry on their names, and I will teach 
Emily about their legacy as she gets 
old enough to soak it all in. 

I am inspired by this concept of 
"legacy". It makes me want to do 
more - to give more - to love more. 
I want more for my children than I 
have, and I'm not just talldng about 
superficial things. I'm talldng about 
happiness. I want my children and 

their children- and their chil-
dren to have more happiness 

than they could ever dream 
of. I want them to know the 
priceless value of an educa-

tion. I want them to love 
so much that they ache 
- I want them to be in-

spired to carry on the lega-
cy of their "line" . May

be someday, my great, 
great, granddaughter 
will be searching for 
a glimpse of me. If 

she does, she may find 
this article online in some 
archive, and she'll know 
without a doubt: I want 

more for her- and I know 
she'll have it. 

page 9 
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• 1ons 
now ledge is the key to life. 

K 
Some may think it's mon
ey, power, and respect, but 
without knowledge, you 
can not obtain those three. 
In 2004, a charge of po
litical awareness stormed 

throughout the United States. A lot of people 
kept a close eye on our "President" (and I use 
that term loosely). However, while the main 
.focus was on George W, many had over
looked the background of his Vice President 
Dick Cheney, thus why I'm writing this ar
ticle. Here, I provide a side with some infor
mation on our Vice President that you may 
have known, or may have not known. If I 
provided knowledge to at least one person by 
reading this, then my goal is accomplished. 

• Dick Cheney voted against allowing Mar
tin Luther King Jr. day to be a holiday. I 

•In the 80's during the Regan reign, Dick 
Cheney would not sign a bill for 1 billion 
dollars to help keep the Head Start Program 
alive. The Head Start program is a com
prehensive child development programs that 
serve children from birth to age 5, pregnant 
women, and their families. They are child
focused programs and have the overall goal 
of increasing the school readiness of young 
children in low-income families. He said 
that the economy was in a deficit and pay 
cuts needed to be made. However, he voted 
for a bill to pass to give 136 billion dollars 
toward defense systems. I'm sure if they 
gave 135 billion and gave that 1 billion to the 
Head Start program, it wouldn't of put a dent 
in the budget for defense. 

• He voted against funding for Meals 

On Wheels, a program that deliv
ers food to seniors 60 and older who 
can no longer cook for themselves. 3 

•In September 2000, he claimed his income 
rose from $258,394 in 1992, to $4,423,389. 
However in less than a year, on July 18, 
2001, Cheney decided to pass his electric 
bill of 110,000 dollars to the navy and had 
them pay for it, as if he couldn't afford it. 

•Says, he does not agree with his Bush's 
views on banning of gay marriages at first, 
but now supports the president in which he 
opposes gay marriages. He orginally thougth 
the state should decide the final saying, yet 
has seemed to have a change of heart. What 
is amazing about his mindframe is being able 
to support something like this even though 
his own daughter is a lesbian. 

•Voted against the release of Nelson 
Mandela when he was wrongfully jailed, 
due to the fact he believed Nelson Man
dela was a "terrorist". I never knew that 
a man who wanted to end apartheid and 
unite races rather then have them sepa
rated, could be considered a terrorist. 

• In 1984, Dick Cheney backed cutting off 
aid to schools that disallow praying aloud. 
Whether a child should be allowed to pray 
in school or not is a whole other subject (in 
which I believe it should not be forced upon 
or taken away by the state, rather be chosen 
by the person do to their rights). However 
to cut funding toward education overall is 
disgusting. 

•Cheney voted against bills to reautho
rize college student aid. In 1985 _and 1986, 

Cheney was in a small minority of House 
Members to vote against the reauthorization 
and revision of the "Higher Education Act of 
1965," which authorizes aid to colleges and 
needy students. 

•Cheney voted against the equal rights 
amendment in 1983.which read, "Equality 
of rights under the law shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or any state on 
account of sex." 

• " In 1985, Cheney was one of only 21 
members of the House to vote against the 
conference report of the "Safe Drinking Wa
ter Amendments of 1985," which authorized 
appropriations to carry out the "Safe Drink
ing Water Act." 

Hopefully for those who have never seen this 
before, I've shed some light on what is back
ing the "President" of our country. Whether 
you agree with my views or not, these are 
facts. If you don't believe it, you can easily 
find it on your own by reading. However to 
those that now have learned something, as 
said earlier, knowledge is the key to life. 

-Http://www.independent-media.tv/item. 
cfm?fmedia_id=9316&fcategory _ 
desc=Under+Reported 
-New York Times, Friday, July 28, 2000 
-Boston Globe, Wednesday, October 6, 2004 
-San Francisco Chronicle, Wednesday, July 18 
2001 
-http://www.newsfii1lX.com/archives/arti
cles/2004/3/2/150018.shtml 
-Http://www.commondreams.org/views/080300-
102.htm 
-Http://www.lubbockdemocrats.org/commen
tary.htm 



Email your 'problem' to Sl!aron R Payne at 
ftimes@sunyit.edu and we will publish your 
letter and Sharon s response in the next issue. 

You are bringing up two separate issues here 
(although they may be related): (a) the sleep 
problem and (b) whether college is really 
worth all the effort. Let's take them in that 
order. 

I know it's very hard to adjust your schedule 
to the rest of the world when you're naturally 
a night person and everybody else demands 
that you be a morning person. But you CAN 
retrain yourself. First of all, you have to 
be consistent. Decide on a reasonable bed
time and stick to it regardless of whether 
you think you can sleep or not! Also get 
a "peace and quiet" routine established for 
an hour or two before you settle in for the 
night. Don't do anything that winds you up 
in those last couple of hours before bedtime. 
If you find any of your school subjects very 
stimulating or stressful, deal with the work 
for those classes earlier in the day (although 
curling up in bed with a really boring text
book can do wonders! One short paragraph 

by Sharon R. Payne 

I live in the dorms. My problem is sleeping 
when I need to sleep. I try to sleep at 10:00 
PM but I always go to sleep at 5:00AM. I 
then wake up at 7:30AM for a class. I feel 
like a zombie. I try to catch up on my sleep 
by sleeping early the next day but I just end 
up doing the same thing again. 

I feel messed-up most of the time and I go 
through the motions, I feel like this is like 

of my Economics 101 textbook had me cut
ting some serious Z's every time!). Also, no 
really intense or disturbing TV shows before 
bed. Listen to some soft, mellow music. 
Drink some milk. You might also try some 
over-the-counter stuff like Tylenol®PM or 
something like that. No caffeine after noon! 
How is the noise level in your dorm at night? 
You might need to negotiate with your 
roommates about that. You should also take 
your sleep patterns into consideration when 
you schedule your classes next semester. If 
at all possible, avoid scheduling those early 
morning classes if you can get into another 
section later in the day. 

Now for the issue you bring up about 
whether college is worth it when you could 
be working instead. First of all, how much 
thought did you give this before you en
rolled? Do you like the academic program 
you're in? Did-you think through all your 
options and decide that was what you really 
wanted? Have you had enough work experi
ence to compare working to college? What 
do you really want to be when you grow up? 

going to work every day, but I am not getting 
anything out of it. Should I drop out? I feel 
the reward isn't worth the work. I see how 
most of the people who graduate from col
lege end up working as a security guard. 

Is this worth not sleeping and feeling crappy 
all my life because I was wasting my time 
doing nothing, when I could be working in
stead and making money? 

-?~t<Je s~ 

(Don't take offense at that-lots of "old" 
people like myself still haven't figured that 
out). Maybe this issue, rather than late-night 
habits or too much caffeine, is what's mess
ing up your sleep-if you lie awake all night 
wondering if you're doing the right thing, of 
course sleep and class work are both going 
to suffer. If your heart isn't really in it as 
far as your classes, you're right-you might 
as well be working and making some mon
ey. Just be warned that bosses are a lot less 
tolerant than professors when you don't get 
work done because you're a "zombie"! 

You were right about another thing too: 
Yes, a lot of college graduates end up work
ing as security guards (cashiers, waitresses, 
taxi drivers, etc.-including Yours Truly in 
times past). Going to college just because 
you think it's going to "pay off' in terms of 
a better job is the wrong reason, no matter 
what anybody tells you! The bottom line, 
Moe, is that you should only go to college 
if that's what YOU really want to do. You've 
got some soul-searching to do. Good luck! 
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The LAN Party Explained 
by Kevin J. Bertholf 

orne of you computer 
geeks might find this 
amazing, but there are re
ally still people out there 
who don't have the fog
giest clue what a LAN 
party is. I am therefore 

taking it upon myself, as an accredited 
computer geek and Factory Times writ
er, to educate these poor unenlightened 
non-geeks as to the nature and purpose 
of these LAN parties. So without fur
ther ado, let us begin the lesson. 

Definition LAN 
Party: LAN is 
a term which 
is actually an 
acronym for 
Local Area Net
work. A Local 
Area Network 
is a collection 
of two or more 
computers that 
have been con
nected together 
so as to allow 
communica
tion between 
individual com
puters. This is 
usually done 
through eth-
emet cabling 
and network 
equipment such 
as routers and 
switches. A 

LAN Party occurs when a computer net
work is assembled for the express pur
pose of faciliting the operation of com
puter games between computers. This 
gathering is called a 'party' because it is 
a sort of festival where computer garners 
go to play games, socialize with fellow 
garners, and just have fun. 

LAN Parties are the premier social 
events for computer gaming geeks. 
They are the opportunity for garners, 
who ordinarily face challengers on the 
internet, to finally be able to put a face 

to their opponents and talk smack to 
their face instead of typing insults and 
mockeries through their chat programs. 

LAN Parties bring computer gaming to a 
much more personal level than play over 
the internet allows. There isn't anything 
quite like hearing your enemy's wailing 
screams as your battle-hardened armies 
mass upon his unguarded base. It's mu
sic to a computer gamer's ears. It gives 
you a warm fuzzy feeling inside that is 
very hard to describe to the non-gamer. 



These Parties are so popular in fact that 
they become almost the Mecca of com
puter garners who return every year to test 
their skills against their garner brethren. 

One of these Parties is the STGC Frag 
Fest, held annually by the SUNY Tech 
Garner's Club. (http://garners.cs.sunyit. 
edu) Each Spring the Garner's Club 
assembles its resources and hosts a 
moderate size LAN Party (1 00 people 
maximum). These events are well at
tended by both students and off-cam
pus folk. Last Spring the Frag Fest 
attracted 73 garners and this year it 
looks as if that number will grow. 

This year's Frag Fest will be taking 

place on April 9th in the Campus Cen
ter's Gymnasium. The event begins 
at 9 o'clock AM and is scheduled to 
end around 12 midnight. This allows 
for a good 15 hours or so of computer 
gaming. (For Garner's Club mem
bers, it's closer to 32 hours because 
the network has to be thoroughly 'test
ed' before the party officially begins) 

You might say to yourself, "that seems 
like an awefullot of gaming over a short 
period of time." And you would be cor
rect in that statement, but even a true 
Garner might find it hard to keep up the 
gaming over such a long period. This is 
why caffeine was invented. Beverages, 
such as the popular Bawls brand, offer 
garners a nice little alternative to sleep 

and relax
ation through 
the use of 
excessive 
amounts of 
caffeine. 
Bawls has 
become so 
popular at 
LAN Par
ties, in fact, 
that they 
now sponsor 
LAN Party 
events. 

Frag Fests 
in the past 
have been 
sponsored 
by Bawls, 
and this is 
no excep
tion. Large 
quantities of 

the drink will be sold during the LAN 
to weary garners. But Bawls isn't the 
only company sponsoring the Frag Fest. 
NVIDIA, the graphics card company has 
also sponsored the event. In the past Frag 
Fest has also been sponsored by Spire 
Coolers, and ATI. Sponsoring compa
nies usually provide the LAN Party with 
novelty items such as case badges and 
posters and sometimes tshirts and com
puter hardware. These items are then 
distributed through prizes and raffles 
during the length of the party. They re
ally help make the party more enjoyable. 

The life of a LAN Party is closely fig
ured into a schedule. In the schedule lie 
important times such as food delivery 
times and times for tournament sign
ups. In some ways these parties are very 
freeform because any number of games 
could be playing at any one time. But 
the heart of the event lies in its scheduled 
tournaments. This year's tournaments 
at the Frag Fest are in the games Unreal 
Tournament 2004 and Counter Strike: 
Source and will cover both team-based 
games and solo played game types. It is 
for these tournaments that most people 
come to the parties because the larger 
prizes are usually won here. 

The Frag Fest is a great opportunity to 
have fun with your friends playing the 
games you love. Whether you carne to 
the event to win prizes, to play for fun, 
or just to show off your cool computer 
case mods, it's guaranteed that you'll 
leave with a smile on your face. You can 
look up more information and sign up 
for this year's Frag Fest at http://gam
ers.cs.sunyit.edu or you can contact me 
Kevin Bertholf, President of the Garner's 
Club, at berthok@sunyit.edu. 
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A Song of Ice and Fire: A Game 
of Thrones 
novel reviewed by Kevin J. Bertholf 

T o the Epic Fantasy reader, 
the genre may seem to have 
gotten a little stale. Every 
new book that comes out 

seems to imitate J. R. R. Tolkien in 
some way, shape, or form. So when 
a series of books comes along that 
shows real independence, it's impor
tant to note said books. Freedom from 
a genre filled with Tolkien lookalikes. 

Tolkien-based fantasy, oftentimes 
called traditional fantasy because of 
its popularity, has always been the 
predominate type of story. If you've 
read fantasy, or maybe even if you 
haven't, chances are you're familiar 
with the basic storyline. The small 
group of people rise up, despite in
credible odds, to destroy some evil 
threatening to overwhelm the entire 
world. Such stories, where the dis
tinction between good and evil is al
ways clear-cut and the plot is so pre
dictable, seem to come across, not as 
believable well-defined and engross
ing stories, but as a surreal sort of fic
tion more reminescent of mythology 
than history. 

I don't want to take anything away 
from masterworks like The Hobbit 



and Lord of the Rings but the mold 
and standard set-by these novels has 
been beat to death. 

This series of books is labeled A 
Song of Ice and Fire and is written 
by George R. R. Martin. There are 
three installments in this series so far, 
and each just as good as the first. The 
books, listed in order are A Game 
of Thrones, A Clash of Kings, and 
A Storm of Swords. This series of 
books contains a depth that is lack
ing in other fantasy books today. The 
scale and thought put into this novel 
rivals that of J. R. R. Tolkien's works 
and Frank Herbert's (Dune). 

George R. R. Martin has created a 
world called Westeros which seems 
remarkably similar to England dur
ing the War of the Roses in its poli
tics but set over a worldly scale. 

What really sold me with A Song of 
Ice and Fire is the unpredicatable sto
ryline. These books are written from 
the perspective of various key play
ers in the fray. This serves to keep 
the reader off balance, always jump
ing in and out of characters. This 
enables Martin, on the other hand, to 
produce a much more complex and 
unconventional storyline with plot 
twists abound. 

You may not like this series of books 
if you enjoy having the central char
acters around throughout the entire 
series because George R. R. Martin 
has a tendency to kill them off. I 

thought this was an improvement 
over traditional fantasy writing be
cause it showed that larger-than-life 
characters are still human. It incor
porated a level of realism that I found 
lacking in other writings. 

Another great quality of this series is 
its lack of strong archetypes. There 
are no definitive good and bad char
acters in the game of thrones. Since 
every character has its own perspec
tive its hard to tell who is really good 
and really bad. Most characters fall 
into a vast gray area because they 
make their decisions as actual humans 
would. You see the world through 
their eyes and biases. You can relate 
with each character in a certain way 
and realize the thinking and justifica
tions behind their actions. 

Here's another difference between 
Martin's work and other modern 
works. Unlike other fantasy nov
els magic isn't a major contributing 
force. In no way is magic key to the 
storyline during the entire series, 
nor is it even mentioned in but a few 
places. Magic is a mysterious thing 
that might not even exist. This helps 
to lend an even greater notion of real
ity to the series. 

I tried to give you a little peep into 
this novel but I didn't want to give 
too much away because one of this 
series' best traits is its lack of predi
catability. The plot stays fresh and 
new along every tum changing your 
perspective of events at every tum. 

I'm sorry to keep you in the dark, but 
I'm afraid of ruining the experience 
for you. When I began reading the 
series I had no idea what I was get
ting into and as a result I enjoyed ev
ery second. It differs from the regu
lar cliched storylines of other fantasy 
novels and forges into new grounds 
previously unexplored by modem 
day authors. 

For any avid reader of fantasy this 
is a must read. Also medieval his
tory buffs may find these novels en
joyable. But probably wouldn't be 
a good choice for the casual reader, 
each installment weighs in at round 
1000 pages each. But when I finished 
each book, I found myself starving 
for more. 

The fourth addition in the series, A 
Feast for Crows, is scheduled for re
lease July 26th 2005. 

1.() ..... 
Q) 

~ a. 



by Alisha Ingerson 

"If he got fired, I don't think 
he should come back, even 
if he has tenure. Obviously 
he wasn't doing something 
right." 

Sam 
Telecom 2006 

KWICKY 
How would you feel if Mason Somerville 

"If he's coming back to teach 
business then I would say no 
because he doesn 't seem like 
a business oriented person. 
He kept blowing off meetings. 
But, if he was a computer 
programmer I would understand 
because he would be allowed to 
be a little eccentric. He wasn't a 
very good president." 

Allen Whipple 
Pro Tech Com 2006 

"I heard some stories 
about him and from 
what I've heard it was 
beneficial for the student's 
education that SUNY let 
him go." 

Hatsu Taro 
CIS 2008 



~ returned to SUNYIT to teach? 
~ 

"If he was screwing up 
before then he shouldn't 
be allowed back." 

Lori Smith 
Nursing 2006 

"I feel that there might be 
hard feelings between the 
staff and him. But, 
personally, I have no 
problem with it." 

Isaac Sunkes 
CIS 2005 

"I don't really know who 
he is, but I know he made 
a very rude comment 
about community 
college students coming 
to this school. I don't 
think student will sing up 
for his classes" 

Erin Jones 
Pro Tech Com 2005 
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F or the freshman and 
new transfers of 
this year, the name 

means nothing. To students 
who were here last year, the 
name means a lot. To the 
present sophmores, it holds 
the connotation of the politi
cal tension that they were all 
too aware existed between 
their professors and the 
school's administration in 
their first year of college. For 
much of the student body, it 
associates to a strong opin
ion based on the little the 
student body figured they 
knew. As a student, I can't 



Somervi lie Returns? 
by Kattie Bespalko 

begin to fathom what connotations it 
holds for the faculty, staff, and other 
members of the administration. 

Yet, that name could again become a 
staple to the SUNY IT campus again. 
Mason Somerville -- said to be re
turning to the SUNY IT community. 

Somerville was recommended to the 
SUNY IT community on May 16th, 
2002 by Chancellor Robert L. King 
to suceed president Peter J. Cayan, 
who had held the presidency for 
twenty years prior. Before his ap
pointment as President of SUNY IT, 
he had served as Dean of Engineer
ing and Interim Provost at Northern 
Arizona University. Just over 2 years 
after his 2002 appointment, Somer
ville submitted his resignation to the 
same Chancellor who had recom
mended him to the school. 

Upon his resignation, Somerville was 
quoted as stating that he was, " ... Very 
much looking forward to returning to 
teaching on a full-time basis and to 
the scholarship opportunities afford
ed to a member of the full time fac
ulty." And return to teaching he did
as his resignation was announced, so 
was the fact that he would be joining 
the staff of Binghamton University's 

prestigous Watson School of Engi
neering for a year long appointment 
as a full professor. 

What most people overlooked in talk
ing about Somerville's departure was 

Dr. Somerville has a 
one-year appointment 
at the Watson School 

of Engineering of 
Binghamton Univer

sity as a fnll professor. 
His tenure resides with 

SUNYIT. After his 
appointment at Bing
hamton, he is eligible 
to return to SUNYIT 
as a tenured, full pro-

fessor. 

Posted May 26, 2004, sunyit.edu 

one important detail. While Somer
ville had resigned his administrative 
position at the Institute of Technol
ogy, his tenure continued to reside 
with the SUNY IT faculty. This will 
allow him the option of returning to 
the Institute of Technology for teach
ing and research opportunities when 
his appointment with Binghamton 
expired at the end of the year. 

While the details of Somerville's 
potentential return is not yet avail
able, it is rumored among students, 
faculty, and staff that he will be re
turning to SUNY IT as soon as the 
Fall semester of 2005 in a faculty 
position, with no word on a depart
ment . While at Binghamton Univer
sity, Somerville was a member of the 
Mechanical Engineering department, 
though we were unable to identify 
any classes through Binghamton's 
campus intranet that he was teaching 
this semester. 

After two weeks with multliple at
tempts at contacting him via email, 
phone, and waylay, Dr. Somerville 
was "unavailable" for comment. 
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I'd rather scrape my "r· ·;,- 'N! · :~ · -· . ,_ 
teeth on the sidewalk .,,._. j~J~ -·; ) .. :· . .:. ~t~ 
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than wash down the · 
counters; home at 2:00 Rent is due at first of 
A.M., then calculus. month, car payments are 
My eyes are puffy, due on the 15th.; calculus 
hives on my arms where test Thursday; msurance 
the grease splattered, is due the fir~t; no, 
inside my eyelids inside calculus test IS Tuesday. 
my lungs, probabiy. If I Monsiour I Monsiour Jo~ny. 
never see another taco Lucky that SUV nut h1t 
it'll be too soon. And ' me before I g~t too far 
Melinda. behind on my msurance 
Class: Repete. Vn, payments. The~ run 
deu, trios, f/Uatre, ctilf!. out April 1 ; acc1dent 
Comme ca. Mar 30. Covered I After 
Six weeks. After two April 1, who knows? No 
she wanted to move in Thursdayl Ter~ papers. 
with me. Maybe she's Monsiour I Mons1our Jonny. 

· Non, non monsieur . 
Ecoute. Vn deu trois. Ees 
trolr. Comme ca. Trois. 
UHHN [)OOH TW AH. 
Non, non ees tro1s. Not 
TWA, like she's spitting 
out sour milk. 
TWAH 
TrOIS 

TWRAH. 
Ecoute, monsieur: Tro1s 
TWAHR. 
Mademoiselle, she says 
to the girl sleeping in 
the desk next do mine 
repete: Vn deu tro1s. 
ON, DUH, TWA. 
Bon! Veltry Good. 
Mademotselle, encore! 
ON, DUH, TWA. 

I 

pregnant, I dunno. WHA? M~? 
Sunday at Grandma's Oui, mons1eur. Repe~e. lin, 
with all the relatives. deu, trios, 9uatre, Clnf/. 

Bon! Excellaltnt! bo you 
hear zee dirrerence, 
monsieur? 

AHHHNN DUUUH TW AAAAH ON DUH TWA CAT SANK. 
CAAAAT sAAANK Non, Non. . Comme ca. 
Maybe I'll bring some Ecoute. She cups her 
tacos; go good with ear. Big hoop earring. 
ravioli and greens. 
Transmission is going. deu trois 

UHN [)00 TWAH. 

No, I don't hear ZEE 
difference. TWAH 
Non. 

lA TWAH 
'II A leetle bettoir. 

Monsieur, ees not "TWA"; 
ees "trios." Ecoute/ 



TWA 
Ha, now hack to zee start. 
No progress whatsoevair. 
She throws up her hands. 
In zee hack of zee tongue, 
not zee front. Trois. She 
opens her mouth wide-
- lots of gold -- to show 
me what the back of a 
tongue looks like. Oh, 
back there. I get it. 
TWAAH. 
Mademoiselle, repete. 
ON DUH TWA. 

Bon! She turns her right 
hand over, palm up, 
gesturing in my direction. 
Opening my mouth to show 
her what the back of my 
tongue looks like: twah. 
Twisting her mouth and 
screwing up her eyes, 
Madame makes a face
more sour milk, which, 
for all I know, is what . 
they drink there. Practice 
at home. You must try 
hartleer. Now ve viii do zee. 
culture. She spits out the 
milk. 

Like I need this. What 
·earthly good is French? 
No one speaks this 
language. We don't 
even import their fries 

anymore, or there's grimace, shines that one 
an import quota, or white light on me and 
something. I prefer the grabs my hand-he has 
curly fries at Arby's, a death grip. Shaking 
anyway. Spanish. I that withered hand is like 
have a feel for Spanish- rattling a fork against the 
taco, burrito, I get the insides of a glass. You 
drift. I would have have the feeling that that 
taken Portuguese if hand bones clank against 
it met Tuesday and the wrist bones first 
Thursday at 4:00-6:00. on the top, then on the 
My animation program is bottom, back on the top. 
due Monday; I have to Monsieur Jonny. 
write something about I'm closing tonight. I'll 
American culture for this wear long sleeves and 
woman. The last person I gloves, which I may also 
want to see is my Uncle be allergic to. Each term 
Carmine. In French. It paper is due the day my 
don't translate to French. taxes are due. I have 
My uncle Carmine, retired to help my cousin Arnie 
from the post office for move to Albany Saturday 
about 70 years, prided morning. Then at noon 
himself on getting the Taco Bell. Til 7:00. ' 
desk closest to the Monsieur Jonnyl Qui est le 
bathroom-before the prime m1ilistre de France? 
gays moved in and got HuH? 
these prime positions. Ouest le prime m1ilistre de 
Uncle Carmine looks me France? 
in the. .·~. f. .. 

1 
DESCARTES? FRANCOIS 

eye w~th ~) ~ DEsCARTEs! GuiLLAUME 
one m1lky · RENQUisT? 
pupil-the cataract- · 
always wants to shake 
my hand like I'm his 
treasured nephew. He 
smiles his mirthless 





on their job hunting skills, interview
ing skills, or just finding out what 
strengths and weaknesses they have 
to give them confidence at the next 
interview. Robert Plazzo is the Coun
selor Assistant Director for SUNY
IT's Career Services Center. Students 
who have any questions about the ser
vices that the Career Services Center 
offers can stop in and speak with him 
or contact him at (315) 792-7165. 

At the risk of being redundant, the 
Career Services Center has a lot to 
offer students other than just work
shops. Career Counseling is avail
able, as well as finding out when the 
Center is hosting the next upcoming 
job fair. SUNYIT also hosts an an
nualjob fair, inviting several potential 
employers from the upstate New York 
area. The Career Services Center also 
has consultation for students who 
need assistance with their resumes, 
portfolios, job-searching strategies, 
and assessment of skills. 
Another avenue to think about is tak
ing COM 499, Online Portfolio and 
Review. I personally found this class 
to be very insightful, and informative, 
and not just because I am a Pro Tech 
Com major. COM 499 teaches stu
dents how to develop an online port
folio and how to post it on top sites 
such as www.monster.com, or www. 
qfolio.com. These sites will allow 
potential employers to view students' 
portfolio to see what future graduating 
and graduating students have to bene
fit their company with. This class also 
puts together a physical portfolio and 

prepares students for the interview- on obtaining certificates and licenses, 
ing process by setting up mock inter- as well as apprenticeship programs. 
views with SUNYIT alumni and oth-
er prominent associates of SUNYIT. 

If neither of these choices appeals to 
students, students also can just stop 
in at their local Unemployment Of
fice or Department of Labor. Kathy 
Harrison, a representative at the CDO 
Workforce Center, explains, "New 
York State is now converting lo
cal Unemployment Offices into One 
Stop Source Centers. At this center, 
several services are offered to provide 
assistance for people who are looking 
for employment in New York State." 
Kathy states that the CDO (Chenan
go, Delaware-Otsego) workforce cen
ter partners with other Community 
Service Centers such as BOCES, and 
educational institutions like SUNY 
Morrisville to provide more skills for 
people who may need them. Kathy 
adds, "Other services at the One-Stop 
Source Centers provide potential em
ployees with resources such as the 
Internet to search for jobs and sched
ule workshops to aid in interviewing 
skills, resume and cover letter writing 
as well as job development and job 
placement programs are available." 

Visiting the Department of Labor web 
site gives valuable information on the 
New York State job market, and links 
to job search sites. Students who want 
to know the starting salary of a partic
ular job can find the information under 
the Business In New York page on the 
site. The site also gives information 

There are more options out there that 
students have. Talking to their Stu
dent Advisor may be a good avenue 
to take, or contacting the Career Ser
vices Center to sign up for an Intern
ship associated with his or her degree 
is a great opportunity to gain much 
needed experience and adding more 
contacts that can help direct them to 
potential job leads. 

Creating a network of SUNYIT alum
ni and former professors is a good way 
to assist students in their job hunt. Pat 
Dorazio, a professor at SUNYIT, is 
always scanning the local papers for 
job ads to give to her students. SU
NYIT alumni may also be able to pro
vide job leads and can also give good 
advice on what students may need 
to prepare themselves for when ap
proaching a future employer. 
All in all, finding a job in New York 
State is a full time job within itself, 
and not necessarily an easy one. The 
options are above are valuable tools 
in which to get the job done suc
cessfully. Let SUNYIT help do the 
job too! Happy job-hunting to all 
SUNYIT students! 
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. A of us have been bored in classes before. And when 
you're in a computer lab, bored, there's really only 

ne reasonable thing to do: 

Play games. 

There are tons of games out there. I'm jost going to point out 
a few of my favorites. 

The Helicopter Game 
http://www.helicoptergame.tk 

The helicopter game is one of the simplest, yet most fun, of 
online games. A helicopter stays stationary on one side of the 

. screen, only able to move up and down. You move through an 
odd cave of a green ceiling, a green ground, and green bricks 
pretty much flying at you. Holding down your left mouse but
ton raises the 'copter, while letting go will allow it to drop. 
Amazingly addictive. 

helicoptergame.tk will occasionally update a high scores list. 
Simply e-mail him with an attached screenshot, give him a 
name to use, and he'll (eventually) get around to posting it on 
the site. 

TIP- keep the copter in the top half of the screen. You fall fast
er than you rise, so staying higher allows· you equal time to get 
to gaps between the obstacles and the wall- gaps that become 
smaller as the game goes on. 

Mini-Putt 
http://www.psychogoldfish.com/games.php?game=Mini_Putt 

Mini-Putt 2 
http://www.psychogoldfish.com/games.php?game=Mini
Putt_2 

Mini-Putt 3 
http://www. psychogoldfish.com/ games. ph p ?game=Mini
Putt_3_Classic 

I'm an avid player of miniature golf. And in the off season, 
there's really no way to play it. But I can do the next best 

thing- bonk a little white circle around inside of some well
made courses. Now, I know that playing a top-down flash game 
is nothing like the real thing, but it's still a blast, anyways. 

All three versions have differences. Each has only one course 
to play on, so moving from 1 to 2 gives you access to a new 
course. 3 is the same course as 1, but enables multi player 
play and has a fairly substantial physics change. You move 
the mouse anywhere on the course, and the farther away your 
mouse is from the ball, the harder you'll hit. Note that the ball 
goes in the opposite direction from your mouse cursor. 

TIP- Even for a fairly soft hit, pull the cursor all the way back 
so you can use the guides in front of it to give you an idea of 
where it will go. Remember to look at all of the possible bank 
shots . 

Defend Your Castle 
http://www.addictinggames.com/defendyourcastle.html 

Stickman invaders and the hand of god. What more could you 
ask for? Little stickmen rush at your castle blindly to knock 
down your gate, and you must click on them and drag them to 
the top of the screen. Release them, and watch them fall into a 
little bloody puddle. With the money amassed from your kills, 
you can upgrade people between levels. 

TIP- invest in a temple early. You can then drop people into 
your castle, converting them to your cause. Then, you can train 
them as archers (about 10 is good) and mages. Also, before 
level 8 or so, invest in enough mages to get a lot of mana so 
you can instantly kill things- some really big stickmen will 
come and knock down your door like there's no tomorrow. 
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es for eyes ... there's a downed tree 
trunk for a mouth ... there's another 
trunk on top ofit, curled like a French 
mustache. Wonderful, but not sur
prising. The wind gusted, and the 
leaves on one of the eyes fluttered. 

Great, I thought to myself, turn
ing away. The shuttle turned into a 
damn Frenchman winking at me. 

Lemme tell ya, I almost ran back in 
for the whiskey. As it was, I fairly 
ran to the edge of the impact crater 
into the surrounding forest. I need
ed food. Fast. Fast food is what I 
needed, and I was willing to bet that 
the natives hadn't discovered it yet. 

*** 

I trudged through the murky forest 
in search of civilization. 

Sorta. It wasn't all that murky, and 
the forest wasn't exactly trudge
able. But I was looking for civi
lization, and one out of three 

I passed some Neolithic ants, and 
some bees just coming out of the 
Renaissance. But I was looking for 
civilization that was more my size. 
You know, 6'2", 165 lbs. Not .5" 
and ... God knows how light. 

Night fell with a resounding thud. 
. Sirius m must've had a faster rate 
of rotation than I was used to, be-

cause I woke up at midday and I 
could've sworn I'd only been walk
ing for a couple hours. In fact, I did 
swear as some large rodent leapt 
across the darkened path in front of 
me. I decided to keep looking down 
at the ground to watch for them. 

It is worth noting that while looking 

whisper, "No! No gl-aad. The Play 
hears for gl-aad!" 

Great. The natives had a de
ity known as the Play. If my 
first look at them didn't confirm 
it, the jumpiness and deity cer
tainly did- I was stranded here. 

down, you tend not to notice beings God, I thought to myself. They 
of 6'2" and 165lbs. probably haven't even discovered 

alcohol. 
I did, however, notice this being's To be continued ... 
feet. They were coarse, weath-
ered, and sandaled. That last bit 
reflected some sort of intelligence 
and caused me to look up and see a 
face that was startlingly like mine. 
Which is to say that it had two eyes, 
one nose, one mouth, and two ears, 
all in the right places. The back of 
my mind idly wondered why the 
natives were Human, while the rest 
initiated communication. 

"Hey," I said. "Am I glad to see you." 

The reaction was not at all as I ex
pected. However, I did feel that 
my contact knew my language, if 
not all the right meanings. Where 
before the animal hide and bird 
feather clad hunter (I could tell he 
was a hunter because of the pointy 
spear) was puzzled, he now jumped 
a meter in the air (Sirius m also had 
lower gravity than I was used to), 
looked around fervently and ner
vously, and said to me in a hoarse 
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Interview with Chris Detlef, Student 
Association Freshman Senato.r 
interviewed by Andrew Hookway 

C hris Detlef is a freshman 
here at SUNYIT. Shortly 
after the semester began, 
he became a Freshman 

Senator, and riow attends Student 
Association meetings every Thurs
day. I was able to speak with him 
recently on why he wanted to be a 
senator, and what he does. 

Factory Times: Why did you first 
want to become a Senator? 

Chris Detlef: I was hanging out 
over in the Campus Center, talking 
to Shawna [Thornton] about it; she 
approached me and said that if I 
was interested, I should be a Sena
tor. So I looked further into it, it 
looked like an interesting thing to 
do,' so I did it. 

FT: What do you think you're get
ting out of it, what sort of experi
ence that you can apply? 

Detlef: Well, I'm meeting a lot of 
people, finding out how things work 
in the school, and I'm able to influ
ence the school out of it. And, I am 
normally informed about things 



that are happening in the school 
now, as opposed to being in the 
dark about it like most other kids. 

FT: What sort of things usually 
come in front of you when you're 
at the SA meetings? 

Detlef: [laughs] Normally people, 
you know? There's a bunch of 
people there ... 

FT: [laughing] Really? What sort 

did with the more recent Senators 
that Keith Johnson has picked out 
himself, and most of them were 
okayed by us. Some of there, 
there was a little shakiness to it, 
but. . . Every time someone has a 
stipended position, they have to 
come in front of us to be sworn 
into position. That's not really the 
Senate's thing, we're just there to 
watch over it and see that every
thing is done right. 

of issues do these people bring to FT: What's your biggest concern, 
the table? now that you're part of the student 

Detlef: Our latest thing was the 
[Black Student Union] wanted 
$1,200 from us to fund their party. 
It was a big issue because they 
were going to use it as a fundraiser 
besides- it wasn't just going to be 
a party, it was going to be a fund
raiser for them- so it was greatly 
debated and we decided that they 
would split their profit with us. 
Also, things that come across are 
activating all the clubs ... or ratify
ing constitutions such as this. 
[holds up a Snowflake constitution] 

FT: So, different organization 
constitutions? 

government? 

Detlef: Getting people to actually 
go to events we have. A lot of peo
ple just stay in their rooms from 
what I've seen and don't do much, 
and when they actually do go to 
events, it's usually the same people 
over and over again. Maybe I can 
influence the incoming freshman 
next year to do more stuff and be 
more active than this year's, and 
the previous year's from what I've 
heard was even worse. 

FT: So, do you think you're going 
to be a Senator next year? 

Detlef: Yes. If I'm elected, of 
Detlef: Yeah, there's a ton of course. But I'm definitely going 
stuff. We vote on members getting to run for it again. 
elected, put in positions. . . as we 

FT: So you're definitely enjoying 
it then, being a part of things? 

Detlef: Yes I do, enjoy being a 
part of the whole production. I 
also enjoy influencing the type of 
food we get ... which I do have a 
meeting ... with Rick Jones, which 
means that I have to actually go 
out tomorrow and get a bunch of 
people, round them up, and bring 
them to the thing. 

FT: Did you have anything else 
you wanted to say, any message to 
get out? 

Detlef: People should come to 
more [Student Association] meet
ings. Some of them are boring, 
but some of them are pretty in
teresting, but if you want to know 
what's happening around campus, 
it's pretty much the best way to be 
informed about stuff that's hap
pening, and the background of 
what's happening. 
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S o punks, it's time see what you 
look forward to. I'm going include 
some bands that are controversial~ 
ly "punk" (like Flogging Molly,) 
so please bear with me. 

Let's start with The Starting Line. They'll 
be playing shows in Syracuse and Williams-

.,:, .,- f"""'ti"umme< fe•tiv•h. 
There ore 3 f"'tivol• tlmt =m indie,.ve 
of summer: Skate and Surf and the Great 
Bamboozle (both in Asbury Park, NJ), and 
Warped Tour. Unfortunately for most of us, 
the people who put on the Skate and Surf 
Festival seem to be completely MIA- the site 
for the fest has had "Information Coming 
Soon" flagged across it for 2 months now, 
with original dates for the festival tactfully 
removed from the site with the last update. 

ville on the 13th and 15th of April, respec
tively, with tickets to the show running at 
$15. Next up in Upstate New York is Senses 
Fail and Something Corporate, both of which 
are playing on the 17th of April. Something 
Corporate will be playing at Ithaca College's 
campus for ten bucks, and Senses Fail will 
be playing at Saratoga Winters in Cohoes 
for $11. Also playing that day will be Jimmy 
Eat World and Taking Back Sunday at Cor
nell University. Finch will be taking Club 
Tundra's stage in Syracuse on April 26 for 
$12. Water St. Music Hall will be the place 
to be, with Less than Jake (who's more ska, 
I know), Rufio, Fall Out Boy, and Alkaline 
Trio all playing between the 26th and May 
5th with ticket prices ranging from $10-16. 
Playing With Less than Jake is Hidden in 
Plain View and Allister. Also, those quick 
to the draw can buy tickets for Green Day's 
Binghamton and Albany concerts on line 
for variable amounts of money, moste eas
ily found on ebay.com. The All American 
Rejects will be playing with hellogoodbye 
in Albany on May 7th. Midtown will be 
playing 2 Upstate shows, one in Rochester 
and one in Cohoes. Good Charlotte will be 
playing at Utica Auditorium on May 23 with 
Simple Plan. 

While these seperate concerts are all shows 
to see on their own, this particular genre 
celebrates most during the summer with it's 

The Great Bamboozle is a completely dif
ferent story. The three day concert is going 
to be packed with things to do, especially 
with three new backers. Tickets for Bam
boozle run between $75 and $100. The 
festival is 4/29-5/1. Friday will feature Ac
ceptance, Anberlin, Bleeding Through, the 
Blood Brothers, Brand New, Caffeine, Ex
tol, Finch, Flashlight Arcade, Funeral for a 
Friend, Haste the Day, I Can Make A Mess, 
It Dies Todeay, Kane Hodder, Kevin Devine, 
Lux Courageous, Minus the Bear, Motion 
City Soundtrack, Nightmare of You, Out
smarting Simon, Paulson, Receiving End of 
Sirens, Relient K, Roses are Red, Sarcasm, 
Spitafield, Straylight Run, the Evan An
them, the Goodwill, the Honarary Title, the 
Modem, the Silence, Thrice, and With Hon
or. Saturday will feature A Fall From Grace, 
A Static Lullaby, A Thorn for Every Heart, 
A Wilhelm Scream, Bandcamp, Bedlight for 
Blue Eyes, Caffeine, Cahse Pagan, Chronic 
Future, Copeland, Crime in Stereo, Emery, 
Emmanuel, Fallout Boy, For Felix, Futher 
Seems Forever, Gatsby's American Dream, 
Hidden in Plainview, Hot Rod Circuit, 
Jamison Parker, Jessie Poland, John Ralston, 
Lakota, Lola Ray, Lovedrug, Lucero, Mae, 
Melee, Midtown, Moneen, the New Amster
dams, Number One Fan, Over It, Paramore, 
Piebald, Pitolta, Rufio, Saosin, Screw Top 
Detinators, Senses Fail, Silverstein, Small 
Towns Bum Slower, Strike Fire Fall, The 
Academy Is, The Audition, The Bled, The 
Chemistry, The Early November, The Fight, 



The Spill Canvas, The Starting Line, This 
Day Andage, and Vendetta Red. Sunday, the 
final day of the series, holds Action Action, 
Alkaline Trio, All American Rejects, Armor 
for Sleep, Bayside, Bear vs. Shark, Bounc
ing Souls, Boys Night Out, Catch 22, Circa 
Survive, Classic Case, Days Away, Dead 
50 's, Down to Earth Approach, Fear Before 
the March of Flames, Flogging Molly, Gym 
Class Heros, Hellogoodbye (a personal fa
vorite), Idiot Pilot, Jinxed, Kane Hodder, 
Knup, Let it Burn, Ley Royal Scam, Madi
son, My Chemical Romance, Northern State, 
Northstar, Punchline, Say Anything, Scatter 

the Ashes, Street Dogs, Surburban Legends, 
the AKA's, The Black Maria, The Chariot, 
The Explosion, The Loved Ones, The Sleep
ing, The Snake the Cross the Crown, These 
Arms are Snakes, Throw Rag, Undneroath, 
Waking Ashland. And then, there 's Warped 
Tour. Warped will be hitting Darien Lake on 
July 26, Scranton PA on August lith, and 
Englishtown Raceway in NJ on August 14th. 
Bands playing will be The Transplants, Fall 
Out Boy, MCR, The Offspring, Strung Out, 
Relient K, Dropkick Murphy's, Thrice, Mest, 
The Starting Line, Senses Fail , MXPX, 
Something Corporate, Avenged Sevenfold, 

Crossword Puzzle Answers 
From Page 8 

Matchbook Romance, Atreyu, Millenco
lin, Motion City Soundtrack, Mae, Reggie 
& the Full Effect, Kinison, Bedouin Sound 
Clash, Funeral For A Friend, The Bled, Sao
sin, Over It, ASG, Valient Thorr, Bleeding 
Through, Gratitude, Street Dogs, Go Betty 
Go, The Fight, Skindred, The Briefs, Dead 
60 's on the main stages. Tickets run around 
$30, and can be purchased from ticketmas-
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STUDENT 
ASSOCIATION 

Want to know where your 
money goes? 

Want to propose an event? 
Want to be more involved? 

Come To Student 
Association Meetings 

Thursdays at 12:30 pm in the 
Campus Center 
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Most studies show people with advanced 
degrees earn more on average than people 
with bachelor's degrees. 

Earn your master's 
degree at 

We offer the following graduate 
programs: 
Master of Business Administration 
in Technology Management 
Concentrations: accounting and finance, health 
services management, human resource management, 
e-commerce and marketing, individually designed 

Master of Science 
Accountancy 
Advanced Technology 
Applied Sociology 
Computer & Information Science 
Health Services Administration 
Information Design & Technology 
Telecommunications 
Nursing Administration 
Adult Nurse Practitioner 
Family Nurse Practitioner 
All graduate nursing programs 

also offer advanced certificates 

Call the Admissions Office, 
ext. 7500, or visit www.sunyit.edu for more information! 


