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Representatives of the Cape Library Cooperative (CALICO)
toured North America recently. This ALEPH consortium from
South Africa combined attendance at NAAUG 2003 with visits
to (among other places) McGill University and Upstate Medical
University. While in Syracuse, CALICO consulted with
Binghamton  and Upstate Medical University librarians. They
also participated in a SUNYConnect Advisory Council (S.A.C.)
meeting June 11th (Syracuse).

The best traditions of sharing and collaboration among libraries certainly take a turn to the
international in the ALEPH context.

The vision of CALICO is to promote information literacy and economic development
in the Western Cape by providing information to users in a form they want, when and
where they need it. Inherent in this vision is the right of all citizens to be able to
access, evaluate, and effectively use information that can contribute to improving
their quality of life and economic well-being. Accordingly, the vision embraces the
concept of a single Western Cape collection that is housed in different location with
all resources accessible to anyone who has need of them. Moreover, it is expected
that CALICO will serve as a valuable model and the first step for co-ordinated library
services throughout South Africa, as well as encouraging other co-operative projects
among the participating institutions.

[Excerpt from a Report written ca. 1997 by the then Project Co-ordinator, Ms. Val
Hooper]

A CALICO representative was overheard saying "we're thinking of starting a Tab 16 support
group." ("Tab 16" is a major ALEPH configuration table for automated circulation functions.) The
CALICO group is made up of the University of Capetown, University of Stellenbosch, Peninsula
Teknicon, Cape Teknicon, and University of the Western Cape. Thanks to CALICO for the
handsome volume that they presented to OLIS. The book illustrates their beautiful hometown:
Cape Town South Africa.

CALICO Staff in Syracuse, from left to right: Heather McBurnie; Pat Busby; Nikki Croweler;
Anthony Staerk; Wouter Klapwijk
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