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And then there were two...Stony Brook University has "switched to production"
using the SUNYConnect library management system (ALEPH500). Stony Brook
joins Binghamton as the second SUNY University Center using the new LMS.

This is another important milestone for the SUNYConnect initiative. Stony Brook
is the fifth SUNY library to go "live" with the ALEPH software, and represents
the largest library collection implemented via SUNYConnect.

Stony Brook has a library collection of over 2 million volumes.

"Things are looking very good," said Charles Simpson, Stony Brook's Assistant
Director for Systems, prior to "STP." "We're very excited."

Likewise, David Weiner, Head of Stony Brook Circulation Services indicated,
"the count down is on and we're all looking forward to working with the system."
After their STP, David reported that "the count down went smoothly and we are
now well into implementation."

Implementing the ALEPH500 system is a major project for any library. For a
university center, the implementation involves a myriad of
technical and organizational issues. The size and multiple
facets to the project at a university center requires staff from a
diverse array of departments to work together. To a certain
extent, this issue of "team building" to accomplish a single, yet
complex goal is one of the greatest challenges facing an
implementing library.

One example of this is the design and implementation of an ALEPH web OPAC
that fits the library's needs. "Stony Brook staff have done excellent work on our
OPAC," Charlie Simpson indicated. "We are quite happy with how it looks."

"I'm pleased to announce that SUNY Stony Brook switched over to ALEPH
version 14.2 Thursday afternoon [March 28, 2002]," said Mike Mackiewicz,
Stony Brook's SUNYConnect Project Manager.

SUNY OLIS sends our congratulations to Mike Mackiewicz, Charlie Simpson
and the rest of the Stony Brook staff on reaching this milestone. SUNY OLIS
would also like to thank Ms. Leah Bokar of Ex Libris for her efforts in this regard.
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