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Have you ever been searching in a reference database, found a citation to the
perfect article, and then wanted to be pointed directly to the full-text of that article?
How about this scenario: you're searching your OPAC, you find an author pertinent
to your research and you wish you could directly track down journal articles by this
author? Perhaps you simply want an online system that can tell you whether your
library holds the specific journal issue that you see cited?

These are some of the automated links between electronic library resources that can
be created via the SFX software. Ex Libris acquired the SFX software in 2001.

SFX is a unique and revolutionary tool for navigation and discovery,
delivering powerful linking services in the scholarly information
environment. With SFX, libraries can define rules that allow SFX to
dynamically create links that fully integrate their information resources
regardless of who hosts them -- the library itself or external
information providers. The user is presented with context-sensitive
links that are dynamically configured on the basis of the institution's e-
collections. Such resources could include:

full-text repositories;
abstracting, indexing and citation databases;
online library catalogs; and 
citations appearing in research articles, e-print systems,
and other Web resources.

SFX allows the librarian to define the library's electronic collection,
including both licensed and freely available resources; and to
determine the manner in which the component resources can be linked
to best suit the library's users. http://www.sfxit.com

A demonstration of the SFX
software occurred March 5,
2002 at the request of the
SUNYConnect Advisory
Council. S.A.C. decided to
establish pilot SFX
implementations. These will be
housed at Binghamton,

Cobleskill and Fredonia.

While a fully implemented SFX system presents these various kinds of links
"automagically," significant efforts are needed to ensure that the implementation
works properly and completely. There are efforts involved to see that SFX is
presenting the links to all the library resources that are appropriate for your
student's needs. The pilot implementations will provide many answers to these
questions that can then be shared around the SUNYConnect libraries. Eventually,
SFX offers the possibility of diverse library resources working together.

http://www.sunyconnect.suny.edu/sunyergy/default.htm
http://www.sfxit.com/
http://www.sunyconnect.suny.edu/sunyergy/default14.htm
http://www.sunyconnect.suny.edu/sunyergy/14sfx.htm
http://www.sunyconnect.suny.edu/sunyergy/14STBSTP.htm
http://www.sunyconnect.suny.edu/sunyergy/14coredb.htm
http://www.sunyconnect.suny.edu/sunyergy/14prodev.htm
http://www.sunyconnect.suny.edu/sunyergy/14bi.htm
http://www.sunyconnect.suny.edu/sunyergy/14updates.htm
http://www.sunyconnect.suny.edu/sunyergy/13letcontact.htm
http://www.sunyconnect.suny.edu/sunyergy/14links.htm
http://www.sunyconnect.suny.edu/committees.htm
http://www.sfxit.com/
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