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Introduction & Background

Sources from left to right:

https://www.nla.gov.au/sites/default/files/blogs/page -15910530 -cropped.jpg

https://branchesofourfamily.files.wordpress.com/2013/01/goldfields_australia-1850s2.jpg

Å Establishment of Australia as a penal colony

Å Gold Rush Era sparks mass immigration among the Chinese

Å Emergence of a white, nationalist Australia



Research Design
ÅNational Library of Australiaõs online database aggregator, Trove

ÅòChinamenó & òChinamanó were universal slurs

Å Enumeration of all occurrences and sorted by location, decade, and context in which the slurs were used



THE CHRONOLOGY OF SLURS
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Slurs per 100,000 Australians

ÅUsage of the slurs òChinamanó & òChinamenó peak 

- 1850s as a result of the Gold Rush and Chinese immigration

- 1880s as a result of rising white Australian nationalistic pride



Occurrences of 
òChinamanó & òChinamenó
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FROM GOLD MINERS TO GARDENERS



OVERALL NUMBER OF ARTICLES REFERENCING 
THE CHINESE FROM 1850 ONWARDS
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PHASES OF RAGE

Peak Decade of Anti-Chinese Sentiment
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ÅPeak emphasis in Brisbane and Sydney related to Australiaõs Gold Rush

Å Peak emphasis in Perth and Adelaide related to timing of rapid growth and re-migration

BRISBANE



Occurrences of 
òChinamanó & òChinamenó
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SLUR CONTEXT
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Total Number of Articles Containing "Chinaman" & "Chinamen" = 

380310

Fined (122,864)

Opium (24,099)

Gambling (23,761)

Savagery (13,154)

Other Contexts (196,432)



FINES

0

10000

20000

30000

40000

50000

60000

Perth Brisbane Adelaide Melbourne Sydney

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 
A

rt
ic

le
s

City

Overall Number of Articles Pertinent to Imposition of Fines Against the Chinese



Relative Occurrence of Fines in 
Regional Australian News Items

PERTH BRISBANE ADELAIDE MELBOURNE SYDNEY

1850s 45% 52% 46% 41% 43%

1860s 66% 51% 57% 52% 49%

1870s 56% 49% 58% 54% 52%

1880s 51% 47% 50% 49% 46%

1890s 41% 47% 46% 48% 42%

1900s 40% 42% 44% 41% 38%

1910s 44% 41% 45% 40% 34%

Overall 43% 45% 49% 47% 42%

Å Peakrelative occurrencesof imposition of fines against the Chinesehighest in 1860s/ 70s as a result

of prejudiceand anti-Chinesesentiment that persistedevenafter the GoldRushEra

Å Trends downwards in later decades but imposition of fines against the Chinese still occur at a

significant rate



FINES AND PREJUDICE AMONG
PRINCIPAL CITIES AND SMALL TOWNS

P.C. (Perth, Brisbane, Adelaide, 
Melbourne, Sydney)

Year Median

1850s 45%

1860s 52%

1870s 54%

1880s 49%

1890s 46%

1900s 41%

1910s 41%

Overall 45%

S.T. (Mudgee, Byron Bay, Cooma, 
Walgett, Cobar)

Year Median

1850s 50%

1860s 67.5%

1870s 71%

1880s 61%

1890s 52%

1900s 54%

1910s 41%

Overall 55%



AUSTRALIAN POLICE OUT WITH A VENGEANCE


