ANTICHINESE PREJUDICE IN
AUSTRALIA CIRCA 1900:

CONTENT ANALYSIS OF NEWSPAPER ARTIC

Jimmy Feng, SUN&eneseo
Advised by Dr. Darrell Norris
Spring 2016




Introduction & Background

A Establishment of Australia as a penal colony
A Gold Rush Era sparks mass immigration among the Chinese
A Emergence of a white, nationalist Australia

@im@ughgh@@hww
ADVY ERTIS ER.

: 'l’ﬁ «‘!ﬁ =3 ﬁ-.
: 'I‘ﬂlluﬁ M.A‘ril‘t - :lu'l:) l(x:“'l::,-)::cn K 4‘ fﬁ $
: o ;n;";“ B miGe
s i S5
o 88 a2 \qi s
oA DR dd

o T S R *@ R ma“— ) &, 58
= ....\.'.“'E’.S.I“‘L‘””‘" U wamors £ % L35 # ﬁ %a *ﬁ
enuirs, mums. SAUGES. CAPRLS OILS, JANS, JBLLICS s, - i i
e R |
Griders gromptly wtended 10 and goods Selinered froe of charge. | Ahh \," 1 o
¢ w S q:j | OFF TO THE GOLD RUSH CHINESE MINERS AT WORK
it} BY SAMUEL THOMAS GILL (1818-1880) ON THE AUSTRALIAN GOLD FIELDS

Sources from left to right:

https://www.nla.gov.au/sites/default/files/blogs/page -15910530 -cropped.jpg
https://branchesofourfamily.files.wordpress.com/2013/01/goldfields_australia-1850s2.jpg




Research Design

A National Li brary of Australiads online
AoChinamené & O0Chinamandé were univers
A Enumeration of all occurrences and sorted by location, decade, and context in which the slurs were used
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Refine your Digitised newspapers and more ¢| fully cat abeut ; his limbs sre lacerated;
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*{and the small bone of one of his arms
in hroken. Martlew lives nt Avoca
«| Lead. This morning he went to ssixt
.|a woman who had been living with «
,| Chinnman in that neighborhood to re-
.| cover ber elothea. Two celestials con-
fronted them when they called at the
{|but, and when the woman asked for
property one mssaulted her with a stick.
| *| Martlew intarposed and took this
| ‘| weapon away. The Chinaman then
attecked bim with a tomabawk. A
savere struggle ensued, the European
‘| trying to obtain possession of the wea-
pon. Whilst he and the Chinaman
who leld the tomahawk were rolling
on the ground the other Chinaman
seized a long-handled shovel, and
bit Martlew several heavy blows
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The tiring Recoed an f] assistance, when both Chinamen ran

away. One of them, known as “ The
Whistler,” has since been arrested.
Mactlow liew in a very critical condition.
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THE CHRONOLOGY OF SLURS

AUsage of the slurs oO0Chinamandé & O0Chi n
-1850s as a result of the Gold Rush and Chinese immigration
-1880s as a result of rising white Australian nationalistic pride
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Hits per 1000 News Items
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FROM GOLD MINERS TO GARDENER:

Roll Upl!

 Roll Upl!

A MONSTER MEETING OF MINERS
will be held at
SAWBRIDGE'S ACADEMY OF MUSIC,

at8p.m., |
to PROTEST AGAINST the invasion of
this Goldfield by CHINAMEN.
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OVERALL NUMBER OF ARTICLES REFERENCINC
THE CHINESE FROM 1850 ONWARDS
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PHASES OF RAGE

Peak Decade of AndChinese Sentiment

MELBOURNE PERTH
BRISBANE SYDNEY ADELAIDE
‘{E:P ‘18603 ‘4%:9 ‘18805 ‘18905 ‘{ﬁ; ‘{EH:B
APeak emphasis in Brisbane and Sydney rel ated t

A Peak emphasis in Perth and Adelaide related to timing of rapid growth andwmegration
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SLUR CONTEXT

Total Number of Articles Containing "Chinaman" & "Chinamen" =
380310

m Fined (122,864)
Opium (24,099)
m Gambling (23,761)
m Savagery (13,154)
m Other Contexts (196,432)




FINES

Overall Number of Articles Pertinent to Imposition of Fines Against the Chinese
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Relative Occurrence of Fines Iin
Regional Australian News Items

1850s 45% 52% 46% 41% 43%
1860s 66% 51% S57/% 52% 49%
1870s 56% 49% 58% 54% 52%
1880s 51% 47% 50% 49% 46%
1890s 41% 47% 46% 48% 42%
1900s 40% 42% 44% 41% 38%
1910s 44% 41% 45% 40% 34%
Overall 43% 45% 49% 47% 42%

A Peakrelative occurrencesof imposition of fines againstthe Chinesehighestin 1860s/70s as a result
of prejudice and anti-Chinesesentiment that persisted even after the GoldRushEra

A Trends downwards in later decades but imposition of fines against the Chinese still occur at a
significant rate




FINES AND PREJUDICE AMONG
PRINCIPAL CITIES AND SMALL TOWNS

P.C. (Perth, Brisbane, Adelaide, S.T. Mudgee Byron BayCooma

Melbourne, Sydney) Walgett Cobal)
1850s 45% 1850s 50%
1860s 52% 1860s 67.5%
1870s 54% 1870s 71%
1880s 49% 1880s 61%
1890s 46% 1890s 52%
1900s 41% 1900s 54%
1910s 41% 1910s 41%

Overall 45% Overall 55%




AUSTRALIAN POLICE OUT WITH A VENGEANC
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