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DRAFT 

Faculty Assembly Minutes 

November 11, 2010 

 

 
Call to Order: Carlie Phipps called the meeting to order at 12:35 p.m. 

 

ILR presentation: Kyle Johnson gave a presentation on the changes in ITS, the library, the 

Learning Center, CETL, and the other areas now consolidated into ILR. There will be a 

committee formed with representatives from the Faculty Assembly technology and 

assessment committees to collaborate on structural changes, as well as another open 

forum. Kyle can be contacted if faculty have any questions or would like to participate in a 

pilot learning commons project with a specific class. He was asked how course information 

was being disseminated to students to comply with the Higher Education Opportunity Act of 

2008, and a suggestion was made to use Banner rather than going through the bookstore. 

He replied that work does need to be done on this aspect of the system. 

  

Approval of Minutes:  J. Joseph motioned to accept the minutes of October 14, 2010; K. 

Boylan seconded. Motion carried.   

 

Committee Reports 

 

Academic Affairs – Rosemary Mullick stated meetings to discuss the general education 

requirements are being set up with department chairs and other interested parties, and will 

circulate all relevant materials to the faculty assembly via email 

 

Assessment– Ronni Tichenor stated the committee approved the previous general 

education report, is currently looking at student satisfaction and outcomes in the learning 

center, as well as what critical skills need to be assessed beyond those in the general 

education guidelines. They have also invited Kyle Johnson to their meetings to discuss 

assessment of learning practices. 

 

Curriculum Committee – Chris Urban stated that the committee will not meet this month due 

to the Thanksgiving holiday. The deadline for submission for the next meeting is Dec. 1. 

 

Graduate Council – Atlas Hsie reported that the Graduate Council approved one IDT, two 

Nursing, and two network security courses. They are discussing standardizing thesis 

requirements. 

 

Personnel Committee – Daryl Lee stated the committee will be ready to present their draft 

bylaws to the assembly in November. 

 

Planning & Budgeting – Ron Sarner stated that the committee will have a recommendation 

on the academic vision to the assembly by the end of the semester. They are looking at the 

optimal enrollment size, the role of graduate programs and their specific student issues, and 

the distribution of classes throughout the day. 
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Technology – Russ Kahn stated that the committee discussed electronic portfolios, the 

learning commons, and moving towards digital academic records through DART – the digital 

academic records task force. A decision on a new application along with a pilot is expected 

by fall 2011 with full rollout by spring 2012. In advance of the changeover, programs of 

study for all currently registered students are being scanned and will be available via 

DocuShare in the Fall of 2011.  Faculty computing needs are still unresolved as to whether 

they should be handled through departments or through ILR. Kyle Johnson is meeting with 

the technology committee and has brought that issue to the president’s cabinet. Mary 

Perrone commented that they should also address computing needs of adjuncts.  

 

Budget Task Force – Pat Murphy reported that the President’s task force has had one 

introductory meeting. The President reported at the meeting that cuts had been made in all 

areas, and that the campus retirements absorbed some of the cuts. The President also 

discussed increasing class sizes and using teaching assistants from the graduate programs. 

The meeting was held prior to the state announcement of the latest midyear budget cuts to 

the system. 

 

University Faculty Senate Report  

Ron Sarner stated the legislative initiatives forwarded by the Chancellor and the governor 

were not passed by the leglislature. There is movement towards standardized courses 

throughout the system in introductory program courses as well as in general education. Ron 

Sarner passed out a report on the recent University Faculty Senate plenary meeting. 

 

Other Business 

Carlie Phipps reported from the campus governance leaders’ sessions at the University 

Faculty Senate plenary meeting. Campuses systemwide are looking at workload issues, 

class sizes, various ways that faculty lines are being eliminated, and administrative 

structures. 

 

SFS presentation: Steve Schneider gave an update on the changes to student and faculty 

services. There is a website at sfs.sunyit.edu. Timesheets are now online as well as class 

cancellation. Supplies are centralized in the office in 1193 Donovan. There is currently 

discussion with the department chairs as to the collection and storage of class syllabi. SFS 

will not distribute any syllabi directly to students. 

 

There is now a Faculty Assembly website at www.sunyit.edu/faculty_assembly. This contains 

the meeting times of committees and will become the repository for minutes and other 

documents handed out at meetings. 

 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:45 p.m.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carlie Phipps 


