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Faculty Assembly Minutes 
March 7, 2013 

 
Call to Order: Carlie Phipps called the meeting to order at 12:35.   
 
Agenda:  Carlie Phipps -The only topic for discussion for this meeting is the meaning 
(interpretation) of the Motion passed in October regarding the General Education requirements. 
 
 
Background: 
We will have motion to amend the language from October 2012 meeting. The amendment 
requires simple majority vote (since the body was notified beforehand) 
The October 2012 motion has a language saying that student is required a second natural science 
course with lab. But, the SUNY –wide general education (which was adopted in October by 
SUNYIT) does not require the natural science course (it is one of the options). 
 
 
Motion from Ronni Tichenor:  The sentence will be stricken from the campus requirements, 
which will say that campus requires the Natural Science with a lab (omitting the word “second” 
science). Discussion has ensued.  
Remark:  the original text from catalogue was written in 2006 (as a motion) by a subcommittee 
of a curriculum committee and passed by FA.  
Discussion about deadline – we should have catalogue in place by April 1st (we accept deposit 
after April 1st). 
Laura Weiser-Erlandson – as Institute of Technology we should have strengthen sciences, thus 
requiring 2 science courses one with lab would make more sense.  
Question by Kristina Boylan – If the motion passes what would happen with the non-lab science 
courses?  
Laura W-E: the enrollment would probably fall for some natural sciences.  
Remarks by others – most programs require two sciences anyhow (exception might be programs 
in business and few others).  Diversity of non-lab science courses would then depend on 
enrolment – potentially narrowing down the selection. 
Ron Sarner: historically the second natural science requirement dates back to opening of 
SUNYIT in 1970, while the majority of the degrees programs were professional and not BA or 
BS. Second science with lab has been distinguishing feature of the SUNYIT degrees. 
Long discussion about General Education (in a broad sense) ensued. 
Call the question. Vote on the motion – yes 16, against 20, 1 abstention. 
 
Substitute motion offered by Kristina Boylan: Strike the second natural science course 
requirement from SUNYIT campus general education requirement, therefore changing the 
campus requirement to one natural science requirement.  Alternatively offered by Ron Sarner 
(and agreed by Kristina Boylan) “each undergraduate student must successfully complete a 
natural science course of 3 or more credits” . 
Ron Sarner – call the question, Steve Schneider second; passed. Vote for the motion: yes 18, 
against 12.  
 
Motion to adjourn, seconded.  
Meeting was adjourn at 1:30 PM 


